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Letter from the PNC? President:
Board decides it will provide

our membership list for a fee

PNC? is six years old. Dues have remained the same
through that period, even though there have been two
postal rate increases. The Board has voted to leave the
dues unchanged for 1994, The Board is proud of hold-
ing the line, even though the $10 dues does not cover
the cost of printing and mailing 12 issues of Coil Line.

We have hustled for other forms of income. The Sec-
retary receives occasional requests for copies of our
mailing labels. After several months of discussion, the
Board has decided to provide the labels for a fee.

‘This may be a sensitive issue to some of you. No one
wants to feel like a commodity. The typical request for
labels has come from dealers who could copy the add-
resses from the roster printed in Coil Line last June,
but prefer the labels so as io save labor. If you prefer
that your name and address never appear on the sold
labels, that is certainly your right. If that is your wish,
please notify Secretary joann Lenz, 37211 Alper Dr.,
Sterling Heights, M1 48321-2203.

Club membership is approaching 700. We have mem-
bers with varying collecting interests and varying lev-
els of expertise.

We invite you to share your knowledge, and ask your
questions, via Coil Line. Editor Brown is happy to hear
from you. He is also eager to hear suggestions on what
you would like to see on these pages. Write to him.

Tom Maeder
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Elusive 18c Flag No. 6 in mix

PNC3 member George Tad' Richards I has found
an elusive 18¢ Flag No. 6 in a mixture. "All those
years of picking and it finally happened when I least
expected. A 10Ib. mix from Fred Miller, Brooklyn,
N.Y., cost $28. The mix was mostly recent but the
occasional Surrey, Pumper and Lighthouse came up,
no numbers save for a No. 10 Surrey. As I neared the
end, up came this little devil (above). It wason a
manila cut-square with green diamonds, standard
business staff.

There were also more strips than usual and all but
on¢ had the number in the middie! Anyone wishing
Miller's address need only write to me giving me the
name and address of their favorite supplier in
exchange. Box 1661, Duxbury, MA 02331"

Using Denson values, George put a value of $500
on the used Flag No. 6 and $263 on the rest of the
mix. There were no No. 5 Mt. Rushmore or White
House stamps.




Letters

Stampshow was tremendous experience;

think about holding a Regional Meeting
To the Editor:

Stampshow was a tremendous experience for all
PNC3 members who attended. It was great to meet
many with whom I had been corresponding with and
talking on the telephone with these past few years.
The sharing and learning experience was exponential
and I am still assimilating the input. My thanks to all
those who attended, especially to Gene and Nancy
Emst who did all the planning and organizing of the
PNC Annual Meeting, other meetings and the

informal “hospitality™ table at the show.

" That table was the focal point for all PNC3 members
- -arul there were always two or more discussions being
held on most any PNC topic from printing presses,
PC mats, paper varieties, finds, varieties, and EFO's.
All PNC3 members should experience this type of
activity.

Attend a local PNC3 Regional Meéting. Better yet,
[plan to have one at an area stamp show, It is
guaranteed that all will have a marveloys time
sharing and learning. Contact me for further
information about planning a PNC Regional Mecting.

Dick Koenig
P.O. Box 31872
Tucson, AZ 85751

There are lots of way collectors can help
encourage youngsters to collect stamps
To the Editor:

I read your article (September Coil Line p.157) on
the assistance to local stamp clubs with the same -
feeling. I can only let you and others in on the way to
help locate sources of stamps to donate. I have been
for years searching through approximately 40,000
commercial covers locating PNCs on cover and
tagging varieties. The rest I have been dumping.
Recently 1 began taking the scrap envelopes to a
recycling center where I have made friends with some
of the dock workers. They don't want the stamps on
the envelopes to be recycled.

Now I am looking at truckloads that arrive daily
that are loaded with all kinds of collectibles. I have
permission to take a barrel of envelopes home,
remove all the stamps I wish 10 save and return the
envelopes when I finished. What a gold mine!

Why can't collectors in other parts of the country do
the same and clip some of the material for local kids
to help them get started? 1 wish someone had done
me a favor like I'm doing for the local clubs. I sell
clipped stamps on single paper for a small amount of
what they are worth for my time to cut them. 1 can
usually donate 100 of any new issue within weeks of
the issue date and keep the fire burning in these new
collectors’ hearts. I felt the need to write in complete

agreement with you and hope you have started others to
follow your advice.

Bruce Menia
751 Elm Ave,
Selkirk, N.Y. 12158-1213

Searching thousands of commercial covers
leads to roll of 3,000 of 18¢c Flag No. 2
To the Editor:

1 work for a bank service company and I get all their
contract payment envelopes, about 9,000/month. It takes
about two months to get 10 pounds of stamps. [ remove
the stamps from the envelopes each day after work. It
takes about two hours to remove stamps from 1,300
covers that come in on the first of the month, after the
first week they thin out to 200 a day and the 15th they

- are back up to 1,000 a day. 1 feave the PNCsonthe -

envelopes and sell them with the bulk stamps. Stamped
envelopes and foreign covers are added to the unit. The
same people send their payments every month, one
fellow sends in his payment with a one cent tagged
stamp. Last month they got him for 28 cents postage
due. I sec a lot of stamped covers where the uncancelled
stamps have been cut off the old envelope and glued on
the new envelope. Also stamps on the other three
corners and return address on the right corner and the
cancels ends up in some of the strangest places on the
envelope.

Recently an 18¢ Flag stamp and a 13c¢ Bell came
through on cover. So I wrote a letter to the return
address offering to purchase the remaining stamps and
the guy called me back. He wasn't a collector but said he
would sell me the stamps. We agreed to the price over
the phone but when i met him the price had gone up. 1
paid the price because I didn't want to lose these top
quality stamps. The centering was just perfect. He said
they were in an antique desk that he had bought. They
must have been in the desk 10 years. I would guess that
aowplcofhund:edsmmpsﬁomtlwmllof3000are

-gone. Theplate mamberistwo.~ ~— ——— —~ ~ "7

From the amount of covers that T have checked the
PNCs are very limited. Checking for two months, my
list of 29¢ White House is No. 3-2; 4-6; 5-3; 6-13; 7-7;
and 8-8. Dick Koenig is right, No. 1 & 2 are in decline.
That seems strange to me because I have about 18
PNCSs No. 1 & 2 on hand and just had an offer of 20
PNCS5s No. 2 and No. 4 at face and turned that down.

The bank covers come from all over the world, even a
couple from Somalia. I sent one of those to Rob
Washburn and I have other strange ones 1o send him .
when I find the time.

Robert J. Hull
3503 N.E. 42nd St.
Seattle, WA 98105
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Lenz Paper, BEP & Stats.
By Alan Thomson

The BEP letter that Joann Lenz made public
at STaMpsHOW contained several interesting
statements. Two of them corroborated items
that the PNC Study Group had previously
deemed to be true. The special paper was
indeed a contract bid sample AND it was used
only to print 29¢ Flag over Mount Rushmore
stamips.

The latter point makes it clear it is incorrect to
say that any other stamp is printed on Lenz
paper, even if the tagging does appear solid.

The reply deals extensively with the different
processes involved in producing what we have
been calling “mottled” and “solid” phophored
paper. Two new terms have been coined to
distinguish between the two processes.
“Embedded phosphor”  (replacing  pre-
phosphored/miottled) and “surface phosphor”
(replacing phosphor coated/solid) are now the
more accurate and descriptive names. Lenz
paper remains a unique type of surface
phosphor paper.

Pethaps of greater interest is the BEP
revelation that approximately eight rolls of the
paper were put on press. This figure leads to
an entertaining derivation of numbers that tell
part of the story about plates #2 and #6 on
Lenz paper.

Eight rolls of paper represent 168,000 feet of
web. We know that both plates were made for
the C/D presses and that each plate was (is) 18
rows wide. This knowledge comes from the
fact that all Lenz stamps have come from rolls
of 500 or 3000, despite the BEP statement that
“The primary intent was to print... stamps so
that coils of 100 and 500 could be made.” The
Bureau does, however, acknowledge that rolls
of 3000 were made. The circumference of the
common sleeve used on these two presses is
3.46 feet; or in other words one revolution (one
impression) requires just under three and one-
half feet of web. _

With that figure in hand we can compute the
total number of impressions possible in our
known length of web. It comes to 48,555. An
18 row printing would yield 41,951,520 stamps
and a maximum of 873,990 stamps with a plate
number. That's a very low total.

If we were to assume that all production was
in rolls of 3000 (which it was not), the

maximum rolls made comes to 13,965.

These production numbers must, however, be
taken with a grain of salt.  Theoretical
calculations mwst be adjusted for printing
waste and other losses. We have no way of
knowing whether all the rolls were actually
delivered to USPS, and most likely never will
have a reliable figure.

Although evidence is surfacing that these
stamps had fairly wide distribution, not many
have been found by collectors. Afier all is said
and done, how many fall into collectors’ hands
is the bottom line. They're scarce and the
paper on which they're printed is unique.

" {COIL LINE
Published monthly as the journal of the Plate

Number Coil Collectors Club, also known as PNCS.
Copy must be in the hands of the editor no later than
fthe 15th of the month to be considered for the next
issue. The September issue was mailed August 30,
President: Tom Maeder, 1604 Bardale Ave., San|
Pedro, CA 90731 (310-833-7937)

Distribution: Alan Thomson, P.O. Box 91,
Northwood, NH 03261. Mailed under Bulk Rate
permit No. 1, Northwood, NH 03261. Back issues
are available but please write to Alan in advance
detailing what you would like 1o obtain. Please
include an SASE so that Alan can reply to the
request. There is a charge to cover costs,

Changes of address: Should be sent to and
membership applications are available from Joann

Lenz, Secretary, 37211 Alper Dr., Sterling Heights,
MI 48321-2203.

lDucs: Are $10 per year ($15 if First Class mailing of!
- |Coil Line is desired, $15 for Canada and Mexico and
$20 for all others) and should be sent to Gene Emst,
Treasurer, 15522 Windy Cove, Houston, TX 77093-
1908.

Advertising rates: are $42 for a full page, $22.50
for one-half page and $12 for one-quarter page per

issue. A check or money order payable to PNC3 must
[be submitted with the advertising copy. All copy
should be sent to the editor, 909 Parker St., Bowling;
Green, OH 43402.

Members: are entitled to two, 40-word ads per year
Jal no charge. Word ads are available at six cents per

word per month to nonmembers or those members
who have used their free ads.
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Variable Ramblings

Tom Maeder

The Norman, OK technician received a letter from headgquarters
on Aug. 19 reminding him that Aug. 21 would be the l-year anniversary
of his machine. Consequently, on that date he should unplug his
machine and repack it in its original container for shipment. The
Norman postmaster wanted to contest the decision, and a conference

call with Carolyn Murphy in Washington was made on Aug..24.

Outcome:
pack the machine. '

News of this prompted collectors living near machines to query
their technicians. The ERA GARD experiment is not ending; the
contract has been extended for another year. Apparently no new
machines will be added, but some wiil be moved around. Norman's,
Oklahoma City's, and at least one from Miami have been removed.
They are going to Chicago for overhaul, and then to somewhere,

but it is not yet revealed where. One may be hound for a post
office near you.

The EKA GARD Machine

The ERKA GARD machines are getting something of an upgrade. A
new "face plate" has been shipped to the technicians. Among other
things, it has color coding for the command keys (one color for
veighing, another color for stamp purchases, etc.). The screens
will display a new format. A new program, of course, was supplied
for this purpose. Further, the new program allows for the purchase
of no more than twenty stamps per transaction. The technicians
formerly had discretionary power to set any maximum wished. Nationally,

this had ranged from twenty to fifty. That discretionary power no
longer exists.

UNISYS

Commencement of the UNISYS field testing is already 12 months
late. The September, 1992 beginning was delayed; so was the re-
scheduled March, 1993 inauguration. They still are not ready.
Reportedly, there are still too many bugs in the printer.

On paper, the UNISYS machine looks superior to the EKA GARD.
Unisys has these features which EKA GARD does not:

1) color monitor.

2) will accept a debit/credit card.

3) will accept (and give change with) 5 denominations of coins

rather than 3: 1¢, 5¢, 10¢, 25¢, $1. EKA GARD accepts 5¢,
10¢, 25¢; returns 1¢, 5¢, 25¢.

4) capacity to escrow and return up to 15 bills.

§) will print labels with service indicators and/or 5 or 9-
. digit zip code bar codes.
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6) capacity to hold two 3000-rolls of stamps rather than one.
7) anti-theft sensors with visual, audible, and digital alarms.
B) complies with Federal standards for access for the handicapped;

EKA GARD does not {(the scale is too high off the floor).
9) optional mail drop module.

Sounds great, but where are the machines? The latest has it
that they will be deployed in the Washington-Baltimore area in late
September, and be operational the first week in October.

Line Drawvn in the Sand

In August, a Linn's issue had two letters to the Editor relative
to the VRC machines. One .letter described 19 centers with faulty
printing which had been vended from Monterey Park, CA's machine. The
second letter was from.a New Hampshire collector who had visited the
D.C. machines. His last comment was that if anyone gets any denomina-

tion less than 19¢ from a machine, hang on to it because it might be
scarce.

Carolyn Murphy apparently sees Linn's. She sent what could be
characterized as an accusing and threatening letter to the technicians
of machines mentioned in each of the two letters. Each technician was
asked to again put in writing that the machines had not been dispensing
denominations lower than 19¢. One technician, who had demonstrated
through the whole first year that he is a by-the-book guy, was a bit
shaken by the tone of the letter.

A rumor has been circulating for three months, from sources
inside the post office and from outside, that the postal inspectors
have been investigating the use of the Miami machines. The rumor has
it that the 1¢ program was sporadically re-inserted last Spring at
odd hours, sometimes in the middle of the night. Because each
machine has a modem which transmits detailed information on the use
of the machine, this practice was discovered (so the story goes).
Murphy says she knows nothing of any postal inspector inquiry, that
it is not her job to be talking to philatelic journalists, and future

questions should be directed to Robin Minard, who is a USPS information
officer.

Murphy, who now has overall responsibility for the VRC projects,
has made it clear that she will never authorize denominations under
19¢. She has two arguments. a) The 1 centers were being vended at
a loss. YD) There is no postal rate under 19¢. When asked about the
10¢ surcharge for over-sized letters, she answered, "Buy a 39¢ stamp."

Don't look for a change in policy as long as Mrs. Murphy is in
charge.

The First Printing

Very small supplies of the "dull gum" first printing still exist.

They are being vended only in Irvine, CA, Monterey Park, CA, Detroit
and Ann Arbor, MI.

Thanks to Bob Owens, Jeff Scherer, Joann Lenz, Doug Tams, and some
heipful technicians for contributions to this report.
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COMMERCIAL COVERS
Installment #50

Rob Washburn

P.O. Box 840
Skowhegan, Maine 04976

(207) 474-8021

It's hard to imagine that modern covers could be Classics. Yet when you consider
Webster's Dictionary's definition of the word classic: "of the highest class or rank, having
lasting significance or recognized worth", certainly many scarce PNC covers fit that definition.

This month's installment is a follow-up to my May, 1990 Commercial Covers' article
on Classic PNC commercial covers. That 1990 article was primarily devoted to first class
usage covers. This month's article features Classic PRECANCELLED PNC covers. (For

purposes of this article, when I say precancelled, I mean to include all service-inscribed PNCs
also.)

Precancelled PNCs are found on what are often called junk mail covers. Such mail
includes bulk mailings, non-profit organization mailings, political mail, etc. With all the
Postal Service's various rates and rate changes, including false franking authorizations,
collectors are provided with a wealth of cover material to search for.

Finding a precancelled PNC used on commercial cover is not an easy accomplishment.
It seems that most of today's junk mail gets tossed out with the trash. Only a fraction of the
covers find their way into stamp collectors' hands, and many collectors just tear the stamps off
the covers and soak them. In addition, unlike first class PNC issues, which can be acquired in

quantity from an insurance or utility company, there are no such sources for large numbers of
precancelled PNC covers.

FLORAL PARK

ADD'L AMT. PD.

B MR
I Name

——

Mr. Frederick sS. Lightfoot

' Address




1 have been keeping records of known quantities of precancelled PNC covers for the
past several years. My records show that precancelled PNC covers do not exist in large
quantities. In fact, except for precancelled PNCs on cover after 1987, most are genuinely
scarce. For instance, not a single one of the Cottrell precancelled PNCs is known on cover in
a quantity exceeding 15. Perhaps all Cottrell precancelled PNC covers should be considered
classics. This is especially so of 4.9¢ Buckboard #1 (one known), #2 (one known), 4¢
Stagecoach #6 (two known), 5.2¢ Sleigh #4 (two known) and #6 (two known), 5.9¢ Bicycle
#5 (one known) and #6 (two known), and 9.3¢ Mail Wagon #8 (two known).

The 7.4¢ Baby Buggy #2 and 6¢ Tricycle #1 are also very tough to find on cover.
Also, more recent precancelled PNC covers might turn out to be classics: 21.1¢ Letters (both

numbers), 18¢ Washington Monument #1121 and #43444 and 10¢ Eagle/Shield #A12213,
#A32333, and #A33334 to name a few.

The scarcest precancelled PNC cover of all is the 20¢ Flag precance! #14 of which none
are known to date. :

Scarce and collectible—absolutely! These "Classics" are worthy of collector interest
today and no doubt will be tomorrow.

New EKU reports this month include 20¢ Pumper #1 (12/18/81) 5.9¢ Prec. #3 (6/9/85)
and 22¢ D Official #1 (3/13/835).

Commercial cover update Former PNC? President urges Scott -
to make changes in its album pages

Many PNC3 members have contacted me the past Former PNC3 President George Kuhn recently

month about continuing the PNC commercial cover authored an article that appeared in Linn's Stamp
reports. Please understand that business and other News under the "What Others are Saying" heading.

things kept me from compiling those reports. I did The article was published on page 16 of the Aug,. 16
say, however, in my last published report that I did issue with the headline ‘Stamp albums should

not foresee any major changes in the totals for the accommodate singles.'

next couple of months.Tothat.poim,Iwasmratc - Kuhn, a collector for 50 years, argues that Scott is
as the following report substantiates. The period doing a disservice to collectors of U.S. stamps who

reported is from Aug. 2 to Sept. 1, 1993,

. prefertooollectusodsinglesinsteadofmintstmps.
6-180; 7-92; 8-194. _printed spaces for used singles, not just a space for a
29c Flower perf - 2222-7 “mint block, especially for se-tenant issues.

29¢ Flower slit - 2222-1 "' He said newcomers of the hobby are turned off
29¢ Flag/Mt. Rushmore - 1-1; 4-1; 3-1; 7-3.

'bemuseitisdifﬁcnﬂttoﬁndusodexamplesof
attached se-tenants. He also points out that many
recent issues won't fit with the borders of album
pages.
*As the stamps are normally used singly, this is the
way Scott should show them on its album pages.
By the way, let me know if you need any of the "For collectors who prefer the attached se-tenant
covers that I report being found. I will send any blocks, Scott need only produce and market special
cover ot two if it is still available when requested. supplements each year to accommodate them. This
Please send a No. 10 or larger-sized SASE. Do would end the discrimination against collectors of
remember that most of these covers are fold over thin used stamps once and for all.”
paper No. 9 or thereabouts. They vary in size slightly Kuhn urges those who agree to write Scott to help
and there are no window envelopes. I will choose the convince the firm to make the change.
best cover available. This is a hard offer to beat! :
Send SASEs to Dick Koenig, P.O. Box 31872,
Tucson, AZ 85751.

Even though plate numbers 9 and 10 of the White
House have been reported out and about, not one had
been found on a commercial cover as of this date
(Sept. 6). The only mild surprise is the seven No.
2222 perfed Flower covers.
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SNIPPETS

Tagged 23¢ USA

Once again George Leduc has come up with
a pearl from his dumpster diving. He has
found a Visa Card solicitation envelope with a
very even and fine tagging (probably
phosphored paper) on the BEP version of the
USA presort stamp. He has dubbed it "fairy
dust”. George found several covers from the
same mailing but all copies of the stamps used
do oot have the tagging. It may be from one of
the new papers BEP is using. This stamp
should not E tagged. --- George spends so
much time diving he must carry a mask and an
air tank. Good find.

Cottrell Press Alive and Well

At STaMpsHOW some of us had an
opportunity to read Larry Haynes' notes from
his 1985 visit to BEP. One sentence was
startling. It said, “One Cottrell press to be
saved for Smithonian.” Rich Nazar promptly
got on the phone attempting to trace the press.
Three days later he was successful, Press 801
is crated and sitting in a warehouse in
Maryland. The PNC Study Group is
attempting to find a home for this philatelic
treasure so that it can be studied. It may hold

many answers for us about early PNCs, Stay
tuned.

Phosphored Paper Terms

After much discussion in Houston, Wayne
Youngblood came up with new names for the
two types of phosphored paper we have found.
Replacing the inadequate “pre-phosphored
~ paper’ and “phosphored-coated paper” arc
“embedded  phosphor* and  “surface
phosphor”. These more adequately describe the
distinetly different processes involved in
treating stamp printing paper with zink
orthosilicate before it reaches the printer. We
hope Scott will recognize these well described
differences and list stamps that differ in this
way in the Scott Specialized Catalog.

PNC® Awards

Four Club awards were given at the annual
meeting in Houston for achievements
furthering the collecting of PNCs. Plaques
went to Ken Lawrence, Stephen Esrati,
editor of The Plate Number & GA Review,
Harold Brown, editor of Coil Line, and Joe

Sedivy, PNC® auction director. All are well
deserved. Congratulations.

$1 Walks

The $1 Seaplane coil has been found with a
walking tag break on it. The plate number is
still #1, but instead of the tag break being fixed
at 111 or 121, it walks from left to right. All
26 positions are possible. Breaks from SL
through 9R are in collectors’ hands now. One
strip with a line break has also been found.
Club Treasurer Gene Ernst was the first finder
of this tagging type.

PNC’ Grows Like a Weed

Our club is growing at a mind boggling rate,
averaging 12 new members every month, As
of September 1st we have 682 members. The

Coil Line distribution agent
drowning.

More White House

Dealer Dr. Robert Rabinowitz has found
plate numbers 9 and 10 of the Flag over The
White House. They were long overdue. Roll
sizes are not known, but may be 100.

Finds at STaMpsHOW

In addition to the roll of 5.2¢ Sleigh
precancels found by Rich Nazar and Gene
Emst, and the roll of 9.3c Mail Wagon
precancels found by new member Scott
Adams, more than a roll of the 5¢ Circus
Wagon with only one tag break each 52 stamps
was discovered. The Houston main post office
had quite a selection of unusual material. And

is

slowly

.one of the bright and smiling faces behind the

USPS counter joined our ranks during the
show. Welcome Betty Rolland.

Did You Know...?

The 12.5¢ Pushcart #1 precancel was printed
with two different inks. Ome is termed “light
olive” and is brown under long-wave UV. The
other is known as “dark olive” and is orange-
red under long-wave UV,

More Varieties -Old .

The digits on plate #13 of the 22¢ Flag appear
at three different levels at the botton of the
stamp. Very collectable if you can find them.
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Bedwood ity Seed Co.
P. O. Bax 361
Redwood City, California 94064 USA

P.0. ROX 36t

REDWOQD CITY

CRAIG DREMANN

94064

REDWOOD CORNER
BY RICHARD LEARN

| am very happy for this opportunity to talk
to other collectors, who like me, have sent sway
for their "Redwood City Postmaster’s Provisionals™
covers from Mr. Craig Cariton Dremann.

| have been in contact with Mr. Dremann
several times since my cover arrived, and have
received additional information from him on these
interesting covers. One of the questions | asked
Mr. Dremann was "ls there any way on the A1 or
A2 design Provisionals of telling a First Day of
Issue since no postmark is used on precancelad
stamps?”. Mr. Dremann informed me that the only
covers that could be identified as being from his
first mailing of Feb. 10, 1984, were those he had
sent to himself with a rubber stamp address . {see
above cover). )

Mr. Dremann did send himself other covers
on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th mailing but all of these
were hand addressed. Mr. Dremann sent only 2 or
3 of these hand-addressed covers for each mailing
and did not send any to himself on the b6th or 6th
mailings. Mr. Dremann did this to check out the
time it took the postal system to deliver his mailing.

The cover shown above is the cover sent to
me. K is of the first mailing {rubber stamped, self
address) and has a PNC #1 stamp. The color is

forest green and is of type A1 design, a 13XU2 by
Mr. Dremann listing.

i would like copies of REDWOOD CITY
POSTMASTER'S. PROVISIONALS covers that
members have received stating the color of the A1,
A2, or E1 design. 1 will try and corralate the types
of these covers with quantities that still exist. |
would like especially to get copies of those covers
that have PNC stamps. 1 will forward this
correlated information in future issues of the Coil
Line. :

I will also act as a focal point for those that
would like to trade REDWOOD CITY
POSTMASTER’'S PROVISIONALS covers. Send me
8 SASE with a copy of the REDWOOD CITY
POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONALS cover you are
willing to trade and indicate what you want in
trade, and 1 will try to pair people up.

Mr Dremann has covars left, but only one

. per person or household. if you have not sent away
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for yours yet piease do so0. Mr. Dremann has 92
covers left as of 9-09-93. They are: 47 of the
1984 issues and 45 of the 1985 issus. To order
your cover see the May 1993 issue of Coil Line.

Send copies of your covers to:

Richard L. Leam
154 Kendale Dr.
Safety Harbor, FL 34695
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DURHAM VETERIMARY CL HIC
i P.O,Box 623
Durham, CA 95938

1916) 891-5707

ALEAYE

PO Box 643
St el Minn 55/(’7[—0/37.

The above cover features a seldom seen 29¢ Flat Over Mt. Rushmore gravure
#A22211. It appears to be a commercial cover and is tied by both a Marysville, CA
machine cancel, as well as an ink jet spray cancel. (Cover courtesy of Mike Lipson.)
(If you have a candidate for Cover of the Month, please send a photocopy of your

cover against a black background to Rob Washburn, P.O. Box 840, Skowhegan, Maine
04976.)

EKU for 18¢ Surrey No. 5

Gerald Blankenship of Crosby, Tms,hasmbmmedthxsphmostalofan lScSm’reyPSSNo 10w1ththe '
Washington, D.C., Smithsonian Sta. May 18, 1981 cancel. It has been photographically cropped from the
page. This is the earliest known use for this plate number. He purchased it from a collector in the -
Washington, D.C. arca this summer. Gerald is president and membership chairman of the American
Society for Philatelic Pages and Panels (A S.P.P.P.) Information about the club is available from him at
P.O. Box 475, Crosby, Texas 77532.
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finding this

Member John Tison, Newport Beach, CA, started his summer off on a good collecting note,
example of imperf 29¢c Mount Rushmore stamps on cover. This cropped cover shows three strips of 10

Imperf Plate No. 7 on cover

pumber, well....

stamps. The plate number can be found partially obscured by the hand cancel on the fifth stamp in the top

row. Tison said finding an imperf like this used is difficult, with a plate



PNC EXHIBITOR PLANS FOR 1993

SEPTEMBER 1993

NEBRASKA OMAHA STAMP SHOW 1993, Sponsored by the Omaha

Philatilic Society at the Holiday Inn Central,
Omaha., Nebraska September 3-4, 1993.

BILL MC MURRAY: TOMORROW’'S CLASSICS (U.S. Flag &
Transportation Coil Isgues of 1981)

PENN KEYSTORE FEDERATION STAMP SHOW at the York, PA
fair grounds on Sept 24-25,1993
EVERELL CHADWICK; THE ELECTRIC AUTO
OHIO

AIRPEX XVIII, Dayton Stamp Club Annual Exhibition
at the Dayton Exhibition Center, 5th & Main Sts.,
Daytpn, QH, Sep;egbe;_24-26. 1993

GARY DAVIS; PRECANCEL GAPS OF THE 4.9¢ BUCKBOARD

BILL MC MURRRY; TOMORROW’S CLASSICS (U.S. Flag &
Transportation Coil Issues of 1981)

DEAN HAWK; U.S. TRANSPORTATION COILS 1981-1985

STARPEX XXXIII Sponsored by the Stark County Stamp
Club at the Sachsenheim Club, 5211 West Tuscarawas
Street, Canton, Ohio, September 25-26, 1993

DEAR HAWK; U.S. TRANSPORTATION COILS 1987-1991

OCTOBER 1993

CONN THAMESPEX 93, Sponsored by the Thames Stamp Club

the show will be held at Mitchell College in
New London, CT on October 24, 1993

DEAN HAWK; TRANSPORTATION SERIES 1981 TO 1985

ALPHONSE D. PONZTILLO; UNITED STATES GREAT AMERICAN SERIES

EVERELL CHADWICK; THE ELECTRIC CAR

MISSOURI ST. LOUIS STAMP EXPO "93, Sponsored by area stamp

¢clube will be held at the Frontenac Grand Hotel,
1335 South Lindbergh Boulevard, St. Louis, MO
Oc¢tober 1-3, 1993

BILL MC MURRAY; TOMORROW'S CLASSICS (U.S. Flag &
Transportation Coil Issues of 1981)
PENN NEPPEX at Clarks Summit United Methodist Church

Rt 307 at Grove St., Clarks Summit, PA on October
3@, 1993

EVERELL CHADWICK; THE ELECTRIC AUTO

I would appriciate any exhibitors sending me their plans to
exhibit 80 we could list in Coil Line to alert collectors in
the area that PNC exhibits will be on display. BILL 8/30/93
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MINUTES OF THE MEMBERSHIP MEETING, AUGUST 21, 1993

PLATE NUMBER COIL COLLECTORS CLUB{PNC3)

The meeting was called to order at 12:20 pm by Vice President Gene Trinks in
the absence of President Maeder. It was held in the room 1 of the
Astroarena, Houston, TX the site of STaMpsHOW '33, A total of 50 persons
were present including 36 PNC?® members. Board members in attendance were
Gene Trinks, Gene Ernst, Dick Koenig, and Joann Lenz.

Joe Agris presented one of his slide shows which covered various PNC topics.

Achievement Awards were presented to:
Ken Lawrence and Steve Esrati
{in absentia to) Harold Brown and Joe Sedivy

The minutes of the August 29, 1992 membership meeting were accepted as read.

Joann Lenz asked those present if any would be interested in a tour of the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing perhaps in conjunction with a stamp show
and/or visit to the new Postal Museum. Lenz will investigate possibilities.

Richard Nazar, the new editor of the Plate Number Coil Collectors Catalog,
showed sample pages of the new edition. Nazar explained that a revision of

the numbering system is an effort to clarify entries. He could not give a date
to expect final copy.

Many prizes were awarded to attendees in a drawing; the prizes were:
PS/10 PC 5.2¢ # 3 & 5 gap 5L from Gene Ernst and Rich Nazar
PS PC 9.3¢ gap 5R from Scott Adams
2 copies of Agris’s Transportation lssues from Joe Agris
1991 Plate Number Coil Collectors Catalog from Gene Ernst
17 strips of either 2¢ Locomotive or 5¢ Motorcycle with tag breaks
PS5/5 untagged Fishing Boat #5555
Toledo Brown S/5 and S5/3 from Dick Koenig
18¢ #7 Flag PS/5 from Sam Houston Philatelics
Lenz paper #6 PS/5 from Jim Perry

Steve Esrati offered a complimentary copy of the current TPN to those who
are not presently subscribers. '

After the members and guests introduced themselves and shared collecting

interests, Trinks thanked the host committee for the fine arrangements and

hospitality. The meeting then adjourned in favor of trading and fellowship at
1:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann Lenz
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* These two pages are the continuation of the Code and Classification System of Dr. Frank
Shively Jr., which was started earlier this year in Coil Line.
MISCELLANEOUS SET
CODE B Bl B2 B3 T Tl T2 T3 T4 S 0

18.0 cents WASHINGTON MONUMENT

ANDREOTTI PRESS

(UNPRECANCELLED)
PLATE #1112 X X X X
PLATE #3333 X
(PRECANCELLED)
PLATE #11121 X
PLATE #33333 X X X
PLATE #43444 X
20.0 cents CONSUMERS EDUCATION
COTTRELL PRESS
(UNPRECANCELLED)
PLATE #1 X X X
PLATE #2 X X X
PLATE #3 X X 5 X
PLATE 4 X X X X X
21.1 cents LETTERS
ANDREOTTI PRESS
(UNPRECANCELLED)
PLATE #111111 X X
PLATE #111121 X
(PRECANCELLED) ZIP+4
PLATE #111111 X X
PLATE #111121 X
HONEYBEE

wge,vpr PRESSES
PLATE #1 ' X
PLATE #2 X X -183- X




MISCELLANEOUS SET

CODE P BT B2 B3 T T1 T2 T3 T4
UNDENOMINATED
22.0 cents EAGLE D

ANDREOTTI FRESS
“A'" PRESS

PLATE #{#1 X X
PLATE #2 X X

25.0 cents EARTH

[o]

ANDREOTTI PRESS

PLATE #1111
PLATE #1211
PLATE #1222
PLATE #2222

MM M M
Mok MM X
4
»d

20.0 cents EAGLE
“B" PRESS .

PLATE #1 X
22.0 cents EAGLE D"
“B" PRESS

PLATE #1 X
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Membership

Names of applicants are published for members
to review. Any member who questions the
suitability of a prospect should contact the
Chairperson of the Membership Committee, Joann
Lenz, 37211 Alper Drive, Sterling Heights, M1
48312 with the objection. The committee will
recommend for or against membership.

New applicants:

Samuel Sherwood Day
6968 Eastwood Ave.
Alta Loma, CA 91701

John W. Himes
P.O. Box 4080
Bellflower, CA 90707-4080

Howland (Scott) K. Adams
P.O. Box 100
Rexford, NY 12148

Randall V. Prewitt
4735 Delwood St.
Mobile, AL 36619

Vincent R. Haupt
129 Apple Ct.
Luling, LA 70070-9621

Thomas A. Bauch
2764 Mohican Blvd.
Akron, OH 44312

Stanley H. Roe
12872 Church Lane
Cordova, MD 21625

Rita Abvisi
P.O. 263
Elverson, PA 19520

Jeff Scheer
13697 Sycamore Dr.
Whittier, CA 90601

Betty B. Rolland
5227 Perry

Houston, TX 77021
Lorraine Galloway
3416 Alabama Ave.
Alexandria, CA 22305

Ray Fox
3807 NW 69 Terrace -
Coral Springs, FL 33065-2227

~185-

Alex Rogolsky
6301 Poindexter Ln.
Rockville, MD 20852

David Barnes
11250 E. Placita Molina
Tucson, AZ 85749

If ali applicanis are accepted, membership will
reach 687. New membership this year is 110,

Changes of address or phone number

Eric Russow
8127 Oakwood Drive
Urbandale, IA 50322

Jerty B. Grove
PSC 251 Box 718
APO AP

Ads

COMMERCIAL PNC COVER CLOSEOUT! 32
different. Includes: Complete sct 'F* Flowers; set Flag
Over White House except No. 1; Rushmores except
5&8; 10.1 Oil Wagon No. 3. One lot available! $65.

Others offers on request. The Dahlstroms, Box 5545,
Evanston, IL. 60204-5545,

WANTED: XF-8 PS7 10c Eagle & Shield No.
A32333. Trade: (3) PS7 VRC 1¢ No. 1's (2) PS7
VRC 2¢ No. 1's; (1) PS7 VRC 5¢ No. 1; (100) VCR's
No numbers, various lengths. All dull gum F/VF,

Write Geroge W. Martin, P.O. Box 10962, Burbank, '
CA 91510-0962.

HAVE ACQUIRED A ROLL of 3000 18¢ Flag No. )
2. Will sell or trade strips of any length you desire.
Especially interested in 18¢ Flag No. 1,3,6 & 7.
Also have other PNC 5s & covers for sale or trade.

Used PNCs too. Robert Hull, 2318 2nd Ave., Seattle,
WA 98121,

FREE NATIONAL PRECANCELS LIST. Eight
pages fully illustrated. No. 10 SASE please.

Will buy or trade my PNC for precancels. Need
#1414a-8a, #1288-9, 1584-5, 1591, 1596, 1606,
1608, 1610 precanceled with parallel lines only
& others. Moser, 1409-13th Highland, IL. 62249.
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FNCZ AUCTION RESULTS FOR #2 CLOSED JULY 23, 19

Pt

Remember that tie bids went to the bidder with the earliest
post mark .

=
We had 77 bidders in this auvction from Canada to
Mexico & FPuerto Rico and several military ARO's. 18 of these
Bidders 3id not win & 1ot And again a few members paid no
gttenticn to min, bids so they lost lots they wanted.
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oOE2 .00 25 1100 121 140 .00 194 L B0 2ZRZ 4 00
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ARIPEX 94

APS CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS SHOW

January 7, 8, 9, 1994
Fri. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Mesa, Arizona
15mi. East of Phoenix
Mesa Community Center

*International Meeting SOSSI
Scouts on Stamps Society International

*Regional Meeting PNC3
Plate Number Coil Collectors Club

*U.S.P.S. Philatelic Station with show cancel
*U.N.P.A. Philatelic Station
*ABN.C. ARIPEX Souvenir Card
*300 Adult Frames with authentic Hopi Kachina Grand Award
*50 - One Frame Open Exhibition
*Federal Duck Stamp Office

Host Hotel; Sheraton Mesa next door to Community Center. $67 for 1-2 people;
- $87 for 3-4 people. Ask for ARIPEX Rate 1-800-456-6372.

For Flight & Rental Cars call: Gulliver's Travels 1-800-848-4920, Ext. 3504
and mention ARIPEX.

Attention Exhibitors: For a Prospectus mailed ASAP call T-S 602-468-1444 or
M-S 602-878-2080.

For Show Information Send SASE to:
ARIPEX, P.O. Box 50502, Phoenix, AZ 85076
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THE 18¢ FLAG COIL STAMP

The 18¢ Flag coil stamp, issued on my 68th birthday, was one of a
A-stamp set (sheet, se-tenant booklet, and coil). Three of the stamps each
{1lustrated a different line from the song “America the Beautiful” while
the fourth was to round out the value of the booklet. '

The coil stamp was printed in red, blue and
purple ink with block tagging and was the
workhorse for the 18¢ letter-rate perlod and
replaced the 15¢ coil of the Americana series.

USA 5 - As promised, the new plate numbering system
for c¢oll stamps went into effect with this
issue. They were printed on the "B" press using
a printing sleeve, hence there were no line
markings. A small single digit sleeve number
was placed at the bottom of every 52nd stamp. A
total of 7 sleeves were used in the printing.

With no precedent to follow, collectors wvere confused as to what
configutation to collect. While a few opted for pairs, one with and one
without the number, others opted to collect strips of three with the plate
number on the center stamp. A smaller group opted for strips of 5 with the
plate number on the center stamp. Later, as strips of 5 became more
" popular, early issues were hard to find in that configuration. Sleeve No.
6 has proved to ba the scarcest PNC of all, mint, used or on cover. Mint
strips of 3 now retail near $1,000 while mint strips of 5 retall near

$2,000.

The first-class postnl' rate went to 20&¢ on November 1, 1981 and this
stamp was withdrawn from Philatelic sale on July 31, 1982.

The 18¢ Flag *... from sea to shining sea’ Coll Stamp
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THE 18¢ SURRY TRANSPORTATION COIL

This 18¢ stamp was the very first in the popular Transportation Coil

series. It shows an [890's buggy that evoked memories of the "Surry With
thell?ringe on Top". It would help the 18¢ flag coil carry the first-class
mail load.

Issued May 18, 1981, at a discontinued postoffice at Notch, Missouri,
opened for that one day for the first-day ceremonies. I will never know
why I did not attend that First Day. Mrs. Lechinsky of the Wasola, Mo.
postoffice was there and got me one of the first-day programs.

The stamp 1s printed in brown with overall tagging on Cottrell
presses. On the Cottrell press, two plates are joined on the printing
cylinder, Ink at this Joint causes what is known as a 'joint line'.
Previous fssues vere collected as 'line pairs'. On the new issues with a
plate number, which occurrs on the first stamp to the left of the 'joint
line', questions arocuse as to how to collect them. Pairs with the line in
the center, or strip of 3 with the numbered stamp in the center.
Eventually strips of 3 or 5 with the numbered stamp in the center won out,
but there are still line pairs with tha number on the left on the market,

While the 18¢ flag coil would only furnish, at the most, two plate
nunber strips in esach roll of 100, the 18¢ Surry would contain at least &
numbered stamps, with two plate numbers alternating at 24-stamp intervals.

A total of 24 plates were preparad for the 18¢ surry, but only the
first 18 were sent to press. Most are plentiful but Nos. 1, 3, 4 & 7 seem
to be scarcest,

The stamp was withdrawn from philatelic sale February 28, 1985, but
there were still millions in postoffices arcund the country, until late
1988 when all remaining were ordered destroyed.

Surrey 18903 E,“‘m'n-y 18003 Eﬁur-n.'y s :Hur{vy 1RO sSurrey IR
USA 1 SUMSA the 12 USA 18e TUNA the o LS e
- - »
.

Member spreads PNC 'Gospel’ while editing his club publication
This page contains a reduction of a two-page spread that member Everett F. Wheeler put together in the
* Nov. 7, 1992 issue of Stamping Around Northern Arkansas the club newsletter of the Mountain Home

Area Stamp Club. His PNC articles have been a regular feature of the newsletter, of which he is editor.
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