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Dues to increase for 2002

Many, if not most, members are aware that the Postal
Service is once again planning for another rate increase.
This next increase is likely to be larger than the
previous few increases, and is expected to significantly
increase our costs in distributing Coil Line. The Board
has also approved some new programs to reach out for
new members and improve the services we offer our
current members. :

The resulting increases in costs necessitate an increase
in our annual dues. We have been fortunate that we have
been able to hold the line on our dues since the
beginning of the club in 1988. This is due especially to
the fiscal vigilance of our Coil Line Distribution
Manager, Alan Thomson, who has worked hard to hold
costs down.

" As you might suspect, the preparation and mailing
costs associated with Coil Line are by far our largest
expense. Alan can only do so much in the face of rising
postage costs, however.

Annual dues will henceforth increase by $2, to $12 for
domestic members. Foreign memberships will also
increase $2. Life Memberships {for those who qualify)
will rise to $120. Other fees (application fee,
reinstatemnent fee, etc.) will remain unchanged.

Attached to the front of this issue vou will find the dues
renewsl form reflecting the new dues structure,

All members are urged to renew before the end of the
year to avoid the reinstatement fee. Don't delay, take
care of it now.

Chicago regional meeting Nov. 17

The Plate Number Coil Collectors Club will have a
room at CHICAGOPEX 2001 to be held Nov. 16-18 at
the Donald G. Stephens Convention Center, 5555 N.
River Rd., Rosemont, IL. Fri. & Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4.

PNC's meeting time is 12-2 at a room to be announced
on Saturday in the convention area as usual, This year
we will touch on the subject of the upcoming elections,

{Continued on page 126)
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A message jrom the Presideri:

Hobbies Can Help

The terrorist attacks of September 11 have shocked and
saddened us all. Your Executive Board extends our most
heartfelt condolences to any member who has lost a fam-
ily member or friend to this horrible action against inno-
cent people. These have seen the ultimate sacrifice. But
the rest of us are also affected, and all our lives will now
change in many ways, some more obvious, and others in
yet unknown form.

The most striking immediate effect is manifested in the

. surge in patriotic support and the near unanimous com-

mitment we have witnessed to respond in decisive and
highly focused action against the forces of terrorism. This
may mean a protracted struggle with further losses here
on our homeland, before the world is once again restored
to a more stable condition. Let us hope and pray

that the elimination of the threat and a renewed peace
will be made possible soon.

In this time of increased tension and stress, there is
more need than ever for people to find ways to relieve
that stress. Hobbies can provide a sort of relief valve to
help soothe away those cares and stresses that occupy our
minds. People who have a pleasant way to spend some
time that takes the mind off the concerns of the day have
the means at hand to refresh otherwise troubled
minds.

Our PNC club will be striving to bring more benefits to
its members in coming months and make a greater effort
te introduce more collectors to our hobby. Sharing our
group and collecting interests with those not yet aware of
the benefits of PNC collecting can be a way to help others
find a source of relief from otherwise stressful times. I
urge all our members to lock around to see if there
are others known to them who could benefit from mem-
bership in PNC3 or from beginning a PNC collectlon if
they need to acquire a new hobby.

(Continued on page 132)



Hobbies
(Continued from previous page)

Our Publicity Chairman, Randy Fisher, has been ac-
tively putting programs in place to reach out to the larger
collecting community. You may see ads in the philatelic
classifieds, or get a PNC packet at a local show, or learn
that your desler is handing out PNC3 information bro-
chures. These are but some of the ways that we can inter-
est new members.

Randy would be interested in the thoughts of others
about ways we can publicize the club. Contact him at PO
Box 2072, Northlake, IL. 60164, or bigfishman@aol.com.

Let’s all introduce another to the fun of PNCs!

~Gene Trinks

Chicagopex
{Continued from previous page)
After a long break from stamp business for personal
reasons I am back and will be hosting this meeting. 1
look forward to seeing all of you.

- L.T.Dahlstrom I

Lets Trade
My 18c Flag #6 PS3 VF+
mint, full perfs, full gum
Post Office Fresh

Trade for your used FoP
2915A 66666 10/11 or
2915C 66666 12/11
full perfs, no thins, on paper OK

For Sale

18c Flag Coils

100 stamp rolls
Sealed with label :§ ™
in original celo ™ Q
Post office fresh :
Great for PS5 or PS7
$100 each plus shipping

Dan Forgues

P.O. Box 116 Forest Falls, CA 92339
: pnc3nv@aol.com
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Weekly online PNC3 meetings slated
PNC3 members are encouraged and invited to partici-
pate in the weekly online PNC3 Chat meetings on Delphi.

Meetings commence every Tuesday night at 9 p.m.
Eagstern Time and generally run for thirty minutes, some-
times longer.

You must have a Java-compatible browser to partici-
pate, as well as a registered Delphi account. Registration
is free. You can obtain a java-capable browser for PC or
Mac from Microsoft or Netscape. Once registered, you
can login and go to hitp://www.delphi.com/PNC3/chat to
participate,

Here is the topic schedule for November 2001:

6th: Exhibiting Tips for PNCs

13th: USPS Philatelic Availability of PNCs

20th: New Collector Questions & Answers

27th: Current Varieties Found

We are also looking for specialists (field "experts") to
moderate upcoming chats in the coming months. If you
are well-versed in any particular specialty and would like
to serve as moderator for an hour or two on a Tuesday
night, please contact john.cropper@pnc3.org to discuss a
schedule that works for you. We look forward to seeing
you there!

Johm Cropper
Publications Advisory Committee Chairman

Planning for the future

During the annual PNC3 meeting it was brought up
that 2006 will be the 25th anniversary of PNCs as well as
the year there will be a major international stamp show in

Washington, D.C.

If anyone in our club has any pull with the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing, it would be great if the BEP came
up with an exhibit featuring some of the original artwork,
etc., for the 1981 issues.

Speaking of exhibits, it is probably not too early to start
working on an exhibit of PNCs for that show, as it will
take time to track down elusive items, learn what judges
want and to react to that.

It is probably also not toe early to start mentioning to
your spouse that you want to go to the show.

It would be great if they issued one or more coil stamps
at the show and since they decide these things far in ad-
vance of the issue date, it is not too soon to lobby.

They have a policy that they won’t put out a design that
explicitly honors the 25th anniversary of anything, but it
would be great if they came out with a new transportation
design (for instance, hot air batloon, covered bridge,
snowshoe or skis and poles, ice or roller skates) or one of
the 1981 designs revalued to a 2006 rate. Ideally it would
be engraved instead of gravure, and if they complain
about the cost of an engraved stamp, they could make it a
2 ounce rate or an overseas airmail rate.

Another option would be a Franklin stamp (it will

(Continued on page 127)
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Group studies Bison serial control numbers

By Eugene Lin

P.O. Box 52

Downey, CA 90241-0052
562-861-8863

A study is being made for the serial control number appearing on the reverse of the 21¢ Bison coil.
The serial control number is 3/4-inch wide, consisting of 9 digits. Theoretically, it can fit into one single stamp, which

is 7/8-inch wide, making the so-called # on # possible.

As demonstrated in the chart, the following information is needed for the study:

9-digit control # (1) First digit

position (2) length (3)
000733291 1Left . 40
001406541 1 Left 50

Last digit ‘

position (4) length (5) roll position (6)
PN 50 1
PN . 4.0 na

1) What is the 9-digit serial control number you have? (e.g. 0600733291)

2) Which stamp does the first digit fall on relative to the nearest plate number (PN)? (2L, 1L, PN, IR, 2R)

3) How many digits fall into this stamp (decimal possible)?

4) Which stamp does the last digit fall on relative to the nearest plate number? (See example on 2)

5) How many digits fall into this decimal stamp (decimal possible)?

6) Which stamp does the last digit fall on, if available, relative to the right end of the roli?

Any member who supplies data from the control numbers will receive a report of the study.

Please address information to Eugene Liu at the address at the top of this page.

Comments on postmark permit number

The June "Snippets" depicted a Wetlands stamp sport-
ing a large number at the bottom of it. A query as to its
origin and purpose was made therein.

In the September issue, Dick Koenig offered an answer
of a Postmark Permit number which seemed to satisfy the
question.

I disagree with the hypothesis, its conclusion and ac-
ceptance.

Because a permit to seff-cancel is issued by a local Post-
master, certain USPS rules must be followed. A sample
cancel must be attached to the permit application and
must conform closely to an accepted standard such as that
depicted in those rules, Mailer's Postmark Permits are
numbered according to their receipt at their Post Office,
normally within the 3 digit range, and carry that mumber
and legend as evidence of the permit amid the killer bars,
along with a normal CDS with information of City, State,
Date and Zip.
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As the canceling devices are generally produced by
companies supplying rubber stamps or dies, they tend to
be parous, thicker, and less crisp than the example. As
the cancel is applied, not only is the number in evidence,
but other markings of the cancel would also appear - un-
less a deliberate effort was made to confuse or amuse.

In view of the above, the question still remains an open
one in my mind. Although I can conceive many ways
which it could have been made to appear, I am hesitant to
accept an MPP number as a causal and resultant source.

It would be interesting to tax the Mailer's Postmark
Club with their theories! Or anyone else with thoughts in
opposition to mine explaining the five digit
number and unusual clean appearance.

Dan Kauffman
dwkman@inreach.com



SNIPPETS

By Alan Thomson

New Numbers

We have three new numbers this month. B2211 from
the Fowers coil is new along with V2222 of the 21¢
Bison post card stamp. The rate change stamps include
the 23¢ George Washington coil with rumber B11.

Bison PBN Report

No one has been able to challenge the low production
back mumber that has been reported the last two or three
months. The high mymber keeps changing hands and is
now 1842787, It will probably contioue to get bigger
because, as Doug Iams reports, Avery is still printing
this stamp.

New Number, Old Hat (CPV)

A constant plate varicty on the Hat coil that was found
and reparted in Coil Line back in February of 1999 has
‘reappeared on a diffcrently mumbered strip. A black dot
just to the left of the hat brim at IR was fouud on strips
from #1131. Now it has been found by John Himes on
strips from plate #1111, This is not altogether surprising
since both cylinder corbinations used the same black 1
cylinder. See the ilustration below.

Trading Groups Are Good

There are two trading groups that have formed within
PNC3 that I know of. Some members have taken the
initiative and helped themselves as well as others who
share their specialty interests. Congratulations to the
used singles group, apparently started by Terry Barnes,
and to the back pumbers group. 1 don't know who
started the latter but John Larimer probably had & hand
in it. This sort of action is the reason we print the annual
roster. It is supposed to facilitate contact between
members with like interests. Use it. (et in on the action
and add to your collection by trading.

Philatelic Counter Closures

To say it's disturbing is to understate the case. Philatelic
couniers are being skmt down all across the coontry and
the lack of logic behind this is maddening. It's supposed
to be a belt tightening measure by USPS and everywhere
it happens the clatm is that it's a local decision. In my
opimion, it's an nninformed decision. Within the past
two months San Jose, CA, ope in the Sacramento, CA,
area and Manchester, NH bave closed. There are
others. Where're the aavings? Manchester used to be
open 10 hours a week spread over three days. When not
serving a stamp collector that counter tock regular postal
customers, There was no lost time. We all know the
former philatelic clerk is not going to be fired, so the

only extra lime spent keeping a philatelic account open
is the periodic inventory required. Weare told to get our
stamps from Kansas City. Well, you can't always get
what you want there, and often have to accept greater
quentities than desired. Quality is often marginal and
pre-packaging is for their convenience not that of the
collector, USPS still wants our collecting money but
bas turned its back on vs. '

Mystery Number Returns!

1ts not the same and it's right there on the bottom of a
first class letter stamp. The original stray mumber was
determined to be a mailer's postmark permit nunber but
that won't explain this very clear six digit number that
Carl Wicklund found on & cover that was postmarked
in Tampa, Florida, in July, 2001. This slightly off-center
mmber has nothing to do with a plate number. The
leading zero, which is an impossibility for a plate
mimber, and the six digiis versus the four cylinder digits
found on the Stame of Liberty coil make this something
else. Carl says Tampa is well known for experimenting
with new things. All you detectives get busy again and
find us an answer.

More Funny Numbers

Here is another pumber puzzle, a back pumber this
time, that Gene Trinks found on & roll of the new non-
denominated Woody coll. He assured me it's a real back
oumber because it was in proper mimeric sequeace if we
interpret the last figure as a misshapen zero, rather than
the “H" it appears to be. Look clasely at the very bottom
of the white area below the “"H” and you will see two
dots. Gene suggested those two dots and the cross bar of
the “H" are the top and bottom of the zero that have
ghifted out of position. I'm not so sure. A dot matrix
printer is not able to shift that way. Y'm more inclined to
believe the two dots on the lower edge are actually the
top of the zero in the row below (a top back number
row) and that the matrix printing of the “H” is a total

isfire. 1t is narrower than a zero and many dots are
missing from what would be a normal cipher. See for
yourself in the photo below,
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PostaL BuLLETIN 22057 {8-23-01)

StAMP ANNOUNCEMENT 01-43

George Washington Definitive Stamp

Copyright USPS 2000

The Postal Service will issue a 23-cent George Wash-
ington definitive stamp in self-adhesive coils of 100 (tem
Number 772000) and panes of 20 {item Mumber 102300},
the panas may be split, and the stamps may be sold individ-
ually. The first day of issue is September 20, 2001, in
Washingion, DC. The stamp, designed and flustrated by
Richard Sheaff of Scottsdale, Arizona, goes on sale nation-
wide September 21, 2001, The stamp has the same design
and format as the George Washington definitive stamp is-
suad on February 22, 2001, but has a chanpge In back-
ground color and denomination.

How to Order the First Day of Issue Postmark

Customers have 30 days o obtain the first day of Issue
posimark by mail. They may purchase new stamps at their
local Post Office, by telephone at 1 800 STAMP-24, and at
the Postal Store Web site at www.usps.com. They should
affix the stamps to envelopes of their choice, address the
envelopes (to themselves or others), and place them in a
larger envelope addressed to:

GEORGE WASHINGTON DEFINITIVE STAMP

POSTMASTER

900 BRENTWOQD RD NE
WASHINGTON DC 20066-9991
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Overall Size (w x h):

lssue: George Washington

{tarn Number: 772000

Denomination & Type of 23-cent definitive

Issue:

Format: Coil of 100 (1 design)

Series: N/A

Issue Date & City: Seplember 20, 2001,
Washinglion, DC 20066

Scuiplor: Jaan Antoine Houdon,
Photograph courtesy Mount
Veman Ladies Association

Designer: Richard Sheaff, Scotisdale, AZ

Art Director: Richard Sheafl, Scotisdaie, AZ

Typographar: Richard Sheaff, Scotisdale, AZ

Madedor: Guilford Gravure, Inc.,
Guilford, CT

Manufacturing Process: Gravure

Printer: Banknolae Carporation of

America, Inc. (BCA)

Printed at: Guitford Gravure, Inc.,
Guitford, CT

Prass Type: Cemutti, R118

Stamps per Coil: 100

Print Quantity: 300 million stamps

Paper Type: Pre-phosphored, Type 1l

Gum Type: Sel-adhesive

Processad at: Guiiord Gravure, Guilford, CT

Colors: Green (PMS 561), Gray (PMS
5665)

Stamp Orientation: Vartical

Image Area (w x h): 0.710x 0.830in./18.03 x 21.08

mm

0.870 x 0.985 in./22.10 x 24.51
mm

Fub Pane Siza (w x h): NiA

Plale Size: 384 stamps per revolution

Plate Numbers: *B” followed by two (2) single
digits

Catalog ltem Numbex(s): 772040 Fult Coll of 100 —

: $21.00

772062 First Day Cover —
$0.67

After applying the first day of issue postmark, the Postal
Service will retum the envelopes through the maill. There is
no charge for the posimark. All orders must be postmarked
by October 20, 2001.

Stamp Fulfilment Services (SFS) also offers first day
covers for new stamp issues and postal stationery Hems
postmarked with the official first day of issue cancallation,
Each item has an individual catalog number and is offered



Membership

Names of applicants are published
for members to review. Any
member who questions the
suitability of a prospective
member should contact the
chairperson of the Membership
Committee, James Markley, 160
Sparrow Drive #14, Royal Palm
Beach, Fla. 33411 with the
objection, The committee will
recommend for or against
membership.

New applicants:

Leo J. Nowicki

539 70th St.

Niagara Falls, NY 14304-3262

Adolphe A. Stearns
1609 N. Ocean Blvd. Apt. 504
Pompano Beach, FL 33062-4021

Charles Cairns
708 S. Hughes Road

Woodstock, IL 60098

Ronald J. Bopp
1408 Hampton Drive
Downington, PA 19335

Changes of address:
Thomas Babb

201 Primrose Lane
Lexington, NC 27295-1231

Dan Forgues
P.O. Box 116

Forest Hills, CA 92339-0116
Ph. 909-794-1212

George Kuhn
33528 Piccola Drive
Fruitiand, FL 34731-6122

John Frankowski
46 Keswick Road
East Windsor, NJ 08520-2960

EdKerrI1
68 S. Wilson Blvd.
Mount Clemens, MI 48043-2103

Charles Wilber

P.O. Box 245

Whitmere, SC 29178-0245
{Continued on next page)

Slide shows available

Members interested in obtaining
PNC slide shows for use at local club
meetings and stamp shows should
contact Jobn Peterson, 6987
Coleshill Dr., San Diego, CA 92119-
1953 or call 619-466-3443.

jkpete@pacbell.net
PNC> meetings

A monthly listing of scheduled
Regional and Annual Meetings will
be published in Codl Line. Regional
Meetings are to be arranged through
John Peterson, Regional Meeting
Committee Chairperson, 6987
Coleshill Dr., San Diego, CA 92119-
1953. 619-466-3443.

John will make sure the editor is
notified so that ample notice can be
included in Coil Line. The local
organizer can also submit additional
information.

Now. 140, 2001 — Syrapex 2001,
Syracuse, NY — Charles Eson, 128
Western Ave., Altamont, NY 12009
is organizer. Meeting begins at 11 a.
m. Eson recommends early hotel
reservations because the weekend
usually coincides with homecoming
at Syracuse University.

Nov. 17, 2001 — Chicagopex,
Rosemont, IL. Meeting from noon
10 2 p.m. at a room to be announced
at the site, the Donald G. Stephens
Convention Center, 5555 N. River
Road. This is the same location as
Stampshow in August. The event
runs Friday through Saturday. Hours
are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Sunday. John Dahlstrom I is the
host. He can be contacted at
Dahlstrom2@aol.com

Feb. 2, 2002 — Sarasota National
Stamp Exhibition, Sarasota, FL,
Exhibition Hall. Meeting starts at 10
a.m. in the north half of the balkcony
in the exhibition hall. Fred P. Sener
will be in charge of the meeting. Any
ideas or offers to help should be
directed to his attention at 5217 Far
Qak Circle, Sarasota, FL 34238-
3306.
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COIL LINE

Published monthly as the journal o
the Plate Number Coil Collector
Club, also known as PNC3. C
must be in the hands of the editor n
later then the 15th of the month, Th
October issue was mailed Sept. 25.

President: Gene Trinks, 3603
Bellows Ct., Troy, MI 48083.
getrinks@sprynet.com

Distribution: Alan Thomson, P.O.
Box 91, Northwood, NH 03261 or
mrsnips@tds.net Mailed under Bulk
Rate permit No. 1, Northwood, NH
03261. Contact Alan first about
which back issues he has in stock.

He may refer you to Charles 5Still at
15826 N.E. 184th St., Holt, MO
64048 for older issues. Please include
an SASE. There is a modest charge td

COVET €XpEnses.

Changes of address: Should be sent
to and membership applications are
available from Don Eastman,
Secretary, 24 Bemis St., Berlin, NH
03570, easte@landmarknet.net

Mailing list: Rental of the club
mailing list is available. A one-time
usage of labels costs $50. Contact the
secretary (above).

Dues: Are $10 per year ($15 for First
Class mailing of Coil Line, $15 for
Canada and Mexico and $20 for all
others) and should be sent to Tom
McFarland, Treasurer, P.0O. Box 756
Princeton Jct., NJ 08550
pnc3treasurer@home.com

Advertising rates: Are $42 for a
full page, $24 for 1/2 page and $12
for 1/4 page per issue. A check or
money order made payable to PNC?
must be submiited with the
advertising copy. All copy should be
sent to the Editor, 909 Parker St.,
Bowling Green, OH 43402-2107.
E-mail - halallen@wcnet.org
Members are entitled to two free, 40-
word ads per year. Word ads are
available at 6 cents per word per issue
to nonmembers and those members
who have used their free ads.




Ads

ALL NEW! JUST PUBLISHED!
PA’s 2001 Guide to Collecting Plate
Number Coil Stamps. Full color
images. $26.95 + $3.75 S&H. Get
details at http://www.connix.com/
~philart/ Trade or purchase used
PNC singles. Trade your extras for
mine at 100% value as listed in my
price guide or send for price list to
Philatelic Arts, 370 Saw Mill Road,
Guilford, CT 06437 or e-mail
philart@connix.com Fax 203-453-
007. SASE appreciated. Album
available for collectors of used PNC
singles.

PNC USED SINGLES, used strips
and MNH PS5s, Great prices! Visit
http://www.angelfire.com/ca5/
HimesPNCs or send SASE for
details. John Himes, P.O. Box 453
Cyprus, CA 90630-0453.

CONSTANT PLATE Varieties on
numbered stamp. 2603 E&S number
33333, 1) brown feather over right
wing; 2) brown feather over left
shoulder; 3) blue egg under branch,;
$2.50 each. Doug Iams, P.O. Box
7651, Santa Rosa, CA 95407.

Planning

(Continued page 126)

be the 300th gnniversary of his
birth} in a design similar to the cur-
rent Washington stamp or similar to
the old Washington/Franklin stamps
of the early 20th century.

Anything but the green bicycle/
tailfin styles of design. Perhaps an-
other bird like the kestrel or the
woodpecker.

And yes, it would be nice if we had
a catalog by then.

Doug Iams

P.O. Box 7651
Santa Rosa, CA 95407

L3 [ L]
Exhibiting
Plense forward all exhibiting re-
ports directly to Gary Davis,
Award and Exhibit Chairperson.
Contact Gary at 515-279-9598 or
gdjdstamp@uswest.net

Membership

{Continued from previous page)
Changes of address:

Gregory R. Fast

7945 E. 60th PL S Apt. 75-7
Tulsa, OK 74145

Bill McCallum
439 County Road 473
Clanton, AL 35046-3406

Melvin N, Katz

/o Dr. Allen I. Katz
9350 Valjeon Ave.
North Hills, CA 91343

Tom Haire
16552 Cypress Villa Lane
Fort Myers, FL 33908

Fred Gerson

Change of Apartment only
ADI109

Francisco Moris-Varas

Change of Apartment only
Apt. 810

Dave Agrodnia

1234 Las Brisas Lane

Winter Haven, FL 33881-9762
Tel. 868-298-9554

Theron B. Barnes

15 Rabbit Tr.
Wildwood, FL 34785

E-mail addresses:

Fred White —
imagedad@wildapache.net

Dan Forgues — pnc3nvi@aol.com

Jesse Halperin —
jhalper@bellsouth.net

Richard Nazar -
RichardNazar@home.com

Thomas Hamilton —
thamilt@pressenter.com

Herbert Ehrich —
herbertdorothy@home.com

Paul Fierens — Juf Liset@pi.be

-132-

Raymond Vaughn —
raymond.vaughn@att.net

Courtny Brooke Jackson —
Sportsgurl29@msn.com

Raymond Rossi —
raystamps(@cs.com

Arthur Graham - argraham @att.net

Bruce Winkleman —
bdwink@home.com

William J. Brya —
wjbrya@earthlink.net
Dave Agrodnia —
dbagrodnia@juno.com

Corrections:

(to phone numbers)
Fred White — 928-649-0536

Jesse Halperin — 954-344-6734

Coil Line Ad rates are
low:

Full page: $42/month
Half page: $24/month
1/4 page: $12/month

There is no extra charge
for illustrations that the
advertiser provides.
You don’t have to be a
dealer-just someone who
wants to turn a stack of
duplicate material into
cash or find a trader.

Send ad copy with

payment to:
Harold Brown

909 Parker St.
Bowling Green, OH

(Make all checks payable to
PNC3).




