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Regional Meeting at ARIPEX Feb. 16
There will be a PNC® Regional Meeting at the ARIPEX
Stamp Show Feb. 16 from noon to 1 p.m. in the Cholla 2
room. ARIPEX takes place Feb. 15-17, in Mesa, AZ at
the Centennial Hall Community Center, 201 N. Center
St. Those wishing to know more about the meeting
should contact John E Peterson at (619) 466-3443.

Change your address on club Web site
Members with Internet access can now change file a
change of address at the club’s Web site (address at top
of page). From the home page click on the PNC3
Membership Bar on the left and follow instructions.

Constructing a Plate Number Coil Catalog
By Arthur S, Westneat

Recently, I finished preparing a complete PNC catalog
of 165 loose-leaf pages, one per PNC item, in excellent
color, most printed on both side. My efforts and
approach, and the costs in terms of time, money and
effort, as well as comment on the resulting value, may be
of interest to other PNC3 members.

We are privileged to have a superb Web site, generated
by Ron Maifeld, which includes a complete database of
PNC records. Each file, one on each type of PNC,
contains full color illustrations of the numbered strip,
and often illustrates the significant variations. It lists
extraordinary detail of the background of the item and
reviews the numerous subsets that are often involved,
including those that carry an array of Scott numbers. The
record is very complete, listing even the recent 15-cent
Waoody and the 34-cent United We Stand. Gaps in this
record are rare and filled as soon as attention is draw to
them.

The site also includes additional cross reference of all
PNCs by Scott numbers, against name and
denomination, and as well a partial listing of coils by
denomination, against their Scott numbers and name,
both extremely useful tools. This involves 15

(Continued on page 10) o

Message from the President:

What's Your PNC Objective?

In a lot of ways, the changing scene of the PNC world
forces collectors to rethink their interests and revise their
collecting objectives as the years go by and we experience
new postal policies and production technologies.

I’ve been thinking about the direction that PNC produc-
tion has been taking in the last couple of vears. Gone are
the highly regarded Transportation Series coils. The wa-
ter-activated {and, consequently, perforated) coils
have been nearly completely replaced with their self-
adhesive (and, consequently, die cut) cousins.

Accounting concerns have resnlted in the introduction
of back numbers on many of our issues. Other preduction
information is now provided on the back of some of the
21c¢ Bison (Buffalo) stamps. Bureau precancels have been
replaced with service inscribed “precancels” that bear lit-
tle resemblance to their forbears.

It occurs to me that many of cur members may have
revised their PNC interests in view of the changes we
have seen, and 1 wonder how we will define our interests
going forward into the 21st century. Will interest in
paper types wane until there are few concentrating on
these varieties? How many will continue to pursae pre-
cancel gap varieties now that they seem to be a part of the
history of PNC collecting?

In more general terms, what effect do changing postal
policies and new technologies have on our hobby? Are
many collectors discouraged by the changes? Are more
excited by them? For those that find their area of
intense interest among the “retired” PNC sub-specialties,
how to keep the interest alive? Is completeness impor-
tant, or is it the thrill of the chase that captures our inter-
est? Have we established an active trading network
among others with similar interests?

Do we know all the PNC dealers who can supply new
material for our collections? Have we circulated our want
lists to them?

(Continued on page 10)



Objective

Some of the excitement of PNC collecting derives from the many “experiments” that have been tried using coils.

These would include the first truly high volume production and distribution of modern self-adhesive stamps; the trial of
many different die cut varieties found on the 32c Flag Over Porch; the use of coils in computer vended postage; the (thus
far) limited attempt to produce the so-called ‘liner-less’ coils to economize on production costs; and as previously men-
tioned, the abandonment of bureau precancels in favor of service inseribed postage.

In the final analysis, it’s up to each of us to keep our focus on the things that interest us. PNC collecting can offer far
more variety and challenge than many other collecting specialties, and sometimes the changes can be unsettling. By and
large, however, I believe we share one of the most interesting of all collecting specialties, and hope that the future will
continue to challenge us in many ways.

- Gene Trinks

Catalog
{Continued from page 9)
Additional double-sided pages.

I am personally lost without a catalog, for my accumulation is not 2 collection until I can see it in overview, when I
can identify the gaps, relationships and variations. The Web site had helped immensely in the past, except that it is rela~
tively awkward to reach, and my near-obsolete computer makes I very time consuming to study. So I decided to print out
the entire database, for I do like to hold a reference text in my hand.

The task is easier to talk about than do. My telephone line slows my incoming data to 22K and my 300MHz clock,
plus the cheapest available Lexmark printer, are feeble compared to any modern system. Despite all that, I surged ahead.
The result: Each page took about 2 minutes to load into the system and to print out. The whole job took perhaps 8 hours
in total; but when spread out over three weeks, it was tolerable. The out of pocket cost was less than $2 for paper and
perhaps $10 for printer ink, plus an old ring binder.

The result has been very atiractive and useful. 1 have found that my previous identification of items has often been in
error. I had not been aware of some substantial gaps in my collection. It encouraged me to remount my collection in 2
more logical way, paralleling better the catalog format. I have long felt the absence of a good catalog and am now de-
lighted to have the superb tool at hand. PNC collecting is much more fun.

Cover of the Month
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orch #¥11111 PNC tied by a
dealer’s “under a dollar box.” (Cover courtesy of Tony Bruno). If you have a candidate for Cover of the Month,
please send a photocopy of your cover against a black background to Rob Washburn, P.O. Box 840, Skowhegan,
ME 04976-0840.
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SNIPPETS

By Alan Thomson

New Numbers

We have three new pumbers this month, The United
We Stand coil in the large roll foxmat with cylinder
combination #1111, and #2222 in rolls of . 100 are
available The 1¢ Kestrel is still tuming up with new
plate numbers, Tony Willson found #4444 in a machine
in southern California that dispensed the stamps directly
and not as change for the purchase of another stamp.

Bison PBN Contest Static

There has been ito change to the Bison production back
oumber listings. V1111 high is 001849139, and the low
is 000019117, The V2222 high remains a unique item
and is 002779407

First CPV on United Coil

The new United We Stand coil has been found by Joe
Sedivy with a constagt plate variety in the 7L position of
#1111. The varicty consists of what appears to the
unaided eye as a fairly dark digit 1 directly below the
sccond zero in the date 2001. Under magnification the
black vertical line thins out passing through the zero and
then extends vp into the vignette. The fact that the

variety is so far from the plale mimber may affect its
popularity. A photocopy is shown below.

Are There Others?

Until Jim Tod found a rounded shoulder die cut on the
Eagel & Shield Standard #11111, ell three reported
numbers of that issue were known only with the square
die cut, Jim wants to know if members have checked
their boldings to see if either of the other plate mmbers
exists with a rounded cut. If one does, let us know.

Bits of (PNC) History

How long has it been since you looked at your strips of
the rouletted 29¢ Tulip coil? A close examination
reveals that every sirip of five has one or more little tufts
of paper sticking out of the top or botiom straight edge.
The tuft spacing is about four stamps. Those nubs are
actually torn bridges that held together adjacent rows of
the web after the rows were sliced. Why keep them
together after slicing? The answer lies in a bizarre coil
configoration that the old Stamp Venturers, now Sennett
Security Products, devised called a stamp stick, These
rouletted coils were packaged so that ten rolls, one
stacked on top of the other and siill fastened to each
other by the tiny paper bridges, formed a "stick”. When
the “stick” was unwrapped a roil .could be broken off
cither end and sold without any covering. It was
possible to break off two or more connected rolis, and
when the still attached rolls were vawound, Hocks of
stamps could be made from them. The trick was to keep
the bridges from breaking when part of the rolls was laid
flat. The stamp stick is unique to the Tulip coil.

Another, Different Kestrel Colon

There's a new twist to the Kestrel CPV with litle
colops in the plate number. In the November 1999
Snippets the Kestrel coil from the D press (BCYM) was
reported with two colons in its plate mumber, one in
magenta and one in blue, each following the digit 1 of
the respective colors. This mekes the plate number
appear as 11:11:. Jim Tod has now found similar marks
on the F press (YMCB) Kestrel where the colons still
follow the magenta and blue digits, but make the plate
mumber appear as [1:1:1. These, the Yellow Rose
version from last month, the FOP period (9.9999) aud
Hat dash (2-22) could make & punctuation collection.

23¢ Washington Roll Ends

Frank Covey haa pointed out that the new Washington
coil shows an umisnal form of separation at each end of
the roll. Instead of being cut by a knife, the strips of 100
stamps are separated along the serpentine die cut. We
have encountered this type of thing before and were told
by the maker that the strips of 100 were "torn” apart.
Just how it was done was not fully explained, but ‘we
were told that a "bursting” device was used. That stamp
was the American Back Note Eagle and Shield, a water
activated gum coil, which was printed and processed by
Guilford Gravure, The perforations on cither end
appeared to have becn torn, rather than cut. Guilford
Gravure is also the printer and processor of the
Washington coil for Banknote Corporation of America.
1t seems reasooable that a similar device was used to
make the Washington “cut”, A roll-end photo is below.

Sennett’s FOP "Hopper”

All the previously known FOP cylinder mumber
boppers have been on stamps turned oot by BEP, This
one, found in a mixture by Doug Iams, is a full-fledged
distortion of S11111 (Sc. 2914) where the yellow | has

hopped over the “§”. Other color numbers have also
moved. While ithe yellow and gray moved lefl, the light
blue and dark blue shified right. The gray 1 actueily lies
on top of the Hght blue 1 and makes the plate number
appear ag 1S111. All FOP "Hoppers™ have only beea
found used, however, Hat and FOC examples are known
in mint strips. (Coil Line, Februery 01 and April 01 )

RAPD's and SDQ'’s

Regional Accountable Paper itories and Stamp
Distribution Offices are part the USPS stamp
distribution system. Printers send their stamps to
RAPLDY's, which in turn supply SDO's, which supply post
offices. Only BEP can stare its stamps ontside a RAPD.
This is usable information. After an initial distribution
from an SDO, large PO's can order stamps direct from
BEP, and that raises the possibility that large post offices
may have different nombers than sinall ones in the same
SDO arca. Find out what erea your SDO serves.
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€P - EMBEDDEL PHOS
&P - SURFACE PHODS
BK - BLOCK TAQ

QA - OVERALL TAG

A - Arerican Bank Nots
B - Banknote Gorp of Am.
Q - Quilford Gravurs

M- MMM

{34¢) LIBERTY [24]
FEEET] 3
(34c) LIBERTY (3A) [24]
FEETE] A (6M DATE)
111t A (L@ DATE)
{34c) FLOWER (SA) [12]
B1I11 A
I::qc LIBERTY [24]
| CIREE A.C.D
34c LIBERTY (SA) [24]
it A
#2222 A
#3333 A
#4444 A
3355 A
#6668 A
#7777 A

4c LIBERTY (SA) [21]
111 c.D
#2222 D

c UNITED (8A) [24]

11411 A
#2222 A

34c UNITED {SA)} [21]
#F111Y D
34¢c FLOWERS (5A) j12]
#B1111 A
#B2111 A
#8122 A
#B2211 A
#B2222 A
20c COG RAILWAY [48]
#1 A.B,C
2 A B

KEY: A-100, B-500, C-3000, D-10000

UT - UNTAQGED

* [xx} - NUMBER INTERVAL

(NL) - LINERLESS
* NEW NUMBER

Plate numbar intervals are shown In brackets following the
stamp name. H more than one i indicated, the order is that
in which the diHerent printer’s plats numbers are listed,

Example: Juke Box [24] for BEP, [14] for Sennett Security.

PRINTER PLATE NUMBER PREFIX LETTERS:

S - Sennett Security Prod.
V - Avary-Dennlson
Mone - BEP

10c CANAL BOAT [48]

#1 A, C {BX) [52)
# B, C (OA) [%2}
#1 ¢ (EP) 221
#2 B.C

#3 c

#4 D (OA)

#4 C (EP)

#35 D

5¢ CYRCUS [48][241[14)
#1 B, C (0A) [52]
# B,C(UT} [22]
2 c

#AL D

#A2 D

#A3 D

#61 D

#52 D {GLOSS)
#52 D (SHINY)

3¢ CONESTOGA [48]
# A B, C [5]
#2 ¢

#3 C (DULL)

#3 8, C (SHINY)
#5 C (LARGE #)
#5 €, D (SMALL #)
#8 c.D

23c G. WASH'N (SBA) [12]

#B811 A

22c U. SAM (SA) [24]

#1111 A

22c UNCLE SAM [24]

#1111 c

21¢c BISON (SA) [5]

#viin A
#vazaee A

20c PHEASANT (SA) [24]

#1111 A
#2222 A

2c WOODPECKER [24) {10c) GREEN BIKE {14}
#1111 c,D #5111 B C.D
#20222 D
{10c} G. BIKE (8A) [21]
1 KESTREL [24) #i11 5]
FITET] B.C (TYPED #221 1]
#1111 B (TYPEN) #222 D
FILET! C (TYPEWY #333 c.D
#2002 c #9344 ¢
#3333 c #444 c,0
#4449+ c #5595 c.D
#6686 c.0
{5c) MOUNTAIN|24][14] #777 c.D
#1111 B.C #680 )
#3111 o} #9890 D
{5¢c} MTN (SA) [21]]15] (15c) TAIL FIN [24]]14]
FEITE] [ FIEEET c
#VD20022 D #811111 D
#v333W3 D
#V333333 D (15¢) TAIL FIN (SA}{21]
#3233 D #5111 D
#V333M3 D
(15c) WOODY (SA) [21]
{5¢} WETLANDS [14] #511111 D
s ¢.D
(5¢) WETLNDS (SA) [21)
#11 C (light colon)
#1111 D (dark color) (25¢) JUKE BOX [24}[14]
#2222 c,D #1411 B,C
#3333 c,D #212222 B, C
#4444 D #220082  ©
#3855 o #332022 C
#81111t D
{10c) ATLAS (SA) [20] #322222 D
#B1711 D
{25¢) JUKE (SA) [21][21}]7]
(10c) LION {SA}) [21] #1111 G
#8111t D #220202 D
#5222 D #311111 D
#522202 D
{10¢) E&S STD [24] #MU111 D(ND
#11111 D
#22022 D (25c) DINER [14]
_ #511111 D
{10c) E&S STD (8A) [21)
#1111 C.D (25¢) DINER (SA} [21]
#2202 D #H D
#33333 D #22211 D
. #20202 D
#33333 D
#44444 D

H The Waetlands cofor differences are in the stamp
background. The #2222 background color does not
match either of the #1111 colors.

BThe Kestrels differ in the order of color laydown.
Colors are black, yellow, cyan and magenta, Type |
sequence ls BYCM. Type Il is BCYM. Type lll is YMCB.,
Tha color order shows in the plate number.
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Membership

Names of applicants are published
for members to review. Any
member who questions the
suitability of a prospective
member sheuld contact the
chairperson of the Membership
Commiittee, James Markley, 100
Sparrow Drive #14, Royal Palm
Beach, Fla. 33411 with the
objection. The committee will
recommend for or against
membership.

New applicants:

Richard Germain

58 English Range Road

Derry, NH 03038-5367

John M. Hotchner
P.O.Box 1125
Falls Church, VA 22041

- Ton Rutten
Stationsweg 12-14
Geldermalsen
Nethertands
4191 KK

E.P. Bailey
2120-L. Marina Dr.
Richmond, VA 23234-5154

Rainard Beer
146865 Detroit Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107

John O’block
10048 Devonsire Lane
Munster, IN 46321-4375

Job von Keulen

N. Bodenheimstraat 4
NL 2642 CG Pijnacker
Netherlands

Linda Rinderknecht

13720 West U.S. 30
Sandusky, OH 43551-9366

Changes of address:
LR. Greeson

1880 E. Falcon Cir.
Pocatello, ID 83204

(Continued on next page)

Slide shows available

Members intetested in obtaining
PNC slide shows for use at local club
meetings and stamp shows should
contact John Peterson, 6987
Coleshill Dr., San Diego, CA 92119-
1953 or call 619-466-3443.

jkpete@pacbell.net
PNC? meetings

A monthly listing of scheduied
Regional and Annual Meetings will
be published in Coil Line. Regional
Meetings are to be arranged through
John Peterson, Regional Meeting
Committee Chairperson, 6987
Coleshill Dr., San Diego, CA 92119-
1953, 619-466-3443,

John will make sure the editor is
notified so that ample notice can be
included in Coil Line. The local
organizer can aiso submit additional
information.

Feb. 2, 2002 — Sarasota National
Stamp Exhibition, Sarasota, FL,
Exhibition Hall. Meeting starts at 10
a.m. in the north half of the balcony
in the exhibition hall. Fred P. Sener
will be in charge of the meeting. Any
ideas or offers to help should be
directed to his attention at 5217 Far
QOak Circle, Sarasota, FL 34238-
3306.

Feb 9, Ameristamp Expo,
Riverside CA. — During the
American Philatelic Society’s Winter
Show, to be held at the Riverside
Convention Center Feb. 8 to 10.

The PNC3 meeting will take
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the La Sierra
Room.

Feb. 16 ARTPEX Stamp Show
noon to 1 p.m. in the Choila 2 room.
ARIPEX takes place from Feb. 15-
17, in Mesa AZ at the Centennial
Hall Community Center. Contact
John E Peterson. (Phone above).

Aungust 2002 — Annual Meeting in
conjunction with the APS
Stampshow in Atlantic City, NJ Aug.
15-18. The meeting is usually on
Saturday, with the board mecting in
the morning. Details later.
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COIL LINE

Published monthly as the journal o
the Plate Number Coil Collector
Club, also known as PNC’. C
must be in the hands of the editor n
later then the 15th of the month. Th
January issue was mailed Dec. 24,

President: Gene Trinks, 3603
Bellows Ct., Troy, MI 48083.

getrinks@sprynet.com

Distribution: Alan Thomson, P.O.
Box 91, Northwood, NH 03261 or
mrsnips@tds.net Mailed under Bulk
Rate permit No. 1, Northwood, NH
03261. Contact Alan first about
which back issues he has in stock,

He may refer you to Charles Still at
15826 N.E. 184th St., Holt, MO
64048 for older issues. Please include
an SASE. There is a modest charge td

cover eXpenses.

Changes of address: Should be sent
to and membership applications are
available from Don Eastman,
Secretary, 24 Bemis St., Berlin, NH
03570. easte@landmarknet.net

Malling list: Rental of the club
mailing list is available. A one-time
usage of labels costs $50. Contact the
secretary (above).

Dues: Are $12 per year ($15 for First
Class mailing of Coil Line, $17 for
Canada and Mexico and $22 for all
others) and should be sent to Tom
McFarland, Treasurer, P.O. Box 756
Princeton Jet., NJ 08550
pnc3treasurer@home.com

Advertising rates: Are $42 for a
full page, $24 for 1/2 page and $12
for 1/4 page per issue. A check or
money order made payable to PNC?
must be submitted with the
advertising copy. All copy should be
sent to the Editor, 909 Parker St.,
Bowling Green, OH 43402-2107.
E-mail - halallen@wcnet.org
Members are entitled to two free, 40-
word ads per year. Word ads are
available at 6 cents per word per issug
to nonmembers and those members
who have used their free ads.




Ads

WANTED: TRANSPORTATION
Series imperforate plate number
coils, strips of six or longer, with the
plate number on the third or middle
stamp, for personal collection.
Please send photos and offer. Jerry
Grove, NATO School, Unit 24503,
APO AE (9172.

WANT TO BUY 1988 Scott U.S.
Specialized catalogue in good
condition. Gene Grace, 2055
Canterbury Sq., Anniston, AL
36207. (256) 831-6533.

PNC USED SINGLES, used strips
and MNH PS5s. Great prices! Visit
hitp://www.angelfire.com/ca5/
HimesPNCs or send SASE for
details. John Himes, P.O. Box 453
Cypress, CA 90630-0453.

321 PNC STRIPS of 5, some
duplicates. About 15 strips in lot are
3, 4 or 9 stamps, SCV $331.85 Face
$945. Best offer between face & CV
submitted via e-mail or letter by
1/2/02 wins the entire lot. Strips are
in Vario stock sheets and
catalogued. Buyer pays shipping.
Advise method preferred.
Handwritten copy of inventory
available for 57 cents, #10 SASE.
Scott’s start at 2225 and end at
3302. Some #’s in between missing.
JHOOGHE@aol.com or ph. 937-
885-2806.

LOOKING FOR. GREAT
Americans plate blocks 1860, 1861,
1863B, 1865 and 1869. Have
Transportation coil First Day Covers
to trade. Ernest Stein, p.O. Box 85,
Bath, NH 03749 (603) 747-3055.

Moreau secks information

Ken Moreau wonders if anyone
else has found a Scott #2603 E&S
with an extra blue 1 under the red
digit. The stamp is untagged
#33333. Ken also reports a used
strip of Scott #1901A 5.9¢ Bicycle
#35 off cover with a 4/21/87 cancel
has been confirmed as EKU.
Contact Ken at 402 Coronation Dr.,
Franklin, MA. 02038 (508)528-9028

Membership

{Continued from previous page)

Changes of address:
Kathleen C. Schafer
341 Country Club Ct.
Eldridge, IA 52748

D. John Shultz
5754 Longleaf Drive
Lawrence, KS 66049-5802

Thomas Bauch
916 Falls Ave.
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221

Robert D. Simpson Jr.
5363 Chaucers Ct.
Roanoke, VA 24018-4600

Lawrence R. Crain
P.O. Bax 4395
Medford, OR 97501-0170

James E. Davis
20210 Royalton Road
Strongsville, OH 44149-4979

Rick Staiger

136 Mohawk Trail

Lake Zurich, IL 60047-3214
(new Zip Code)

Glenn Aichele
1 Camino Lozano
San Clemente, CA 92673-6850

Jason Dinger
111 Weir Court
Natchez, MS 39120

Bert Hazelwood
4143 N. Heather Road
Long Beach, CA 90808-1625

Francisco Moris-Varas
651 S. Wells #810
Chicago, IL 60607-4500

John Cropper
P.0. Box 340
Richmond, KY 40476-0340

Larry Ballantyne
P.O. Box 6634
Katy, TX 77491-6634

New Life Members:
Larry Fish #836L
Bob Meyer #1155L
C.R. Bryan #1193L

Resignations:

Ignaz Ferber #172
George E. Jacobs #1084
Howard Dennis #1458

New telephone numbers:
Lenore Smith — Area Code 928

Jim Nelson — Area Code 260

Joann Lenz, Thomas Malek, Donald
Draper and Melvin Hilliard — Area
Code for all is now 586

E-mail addresses:
William H. Proctor —
paproctor@nls.net

J.R. Gleason —
rgreeson@earthlink.net

Rick Thomas —
rickstez{@evenlink.net

Coil Line Ad rates are
low:

Full page: $42/month
Half page: $24/month
1/4 page: $12/month
There is no extra charge
for illustrations that the
advertiser provides.
You don’t have to be a
dealer-just someone who
wants to turn a stack of
duplicate material into
cash or find a trader.

Send ad copy with

payment to:
Harold Brown

909 Parker St.
Bowling Green, OH

(Make all checks payable to
PNC3).




