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from the PNC3 president … 
 

          A couple of quick announcements.  Your 

election ballot for the PNC
3
 Board officers and 

members-at-large who need to be chosen by July 

1st is included in this month’s issue, so don’t forget 

to cast your vote.  Also, hopefully I will see you in 

New York at the NY2016 international stamp show. 

          If you are reading this before the end of May, 

then there is still time to sign up or to help out for 

the following items at the NY2016 show. 

          The International World Stamp Show begins 

in New York on May 28 and concludes on June 4.  I 

was asked recently if it was possible to preregister 

for the show.  Yes, go to www.ny2016.org.  In the 

upper-left corner of the page (just below the Statue 

of Liberty/NY2016 logo) you will find “Log 

In/Register.”  It is simple and takes just a couple of 

minutes to do, and much easier than standing in line 

at the show to register (especially if you are there at 

the beginning of the show).  You can supply 

information for up to four people to be registered 

with a single entry process.   

          We are still looking for volunteers to help 

staff our booth at the New York show.  If you are 

able to help, please reach Tom McFarland at 

philatomic@verizon.net. 

          PNC
3 

will have a club meeting on Sunday, 

May 29 in room 1E20 from 4:00 to 6:00 pm.  I hope 

that many of you will be able to make it to the 

show, and either stop by our booth (#876) or make 

it to the club meeting, or both.  

          The organizers for the NY2016 show are also 

looking for volunteers.  Please get in touch with 

them if you are available to help.  At the APS show 

last year in Grand Rapids, we showed a 

presentation on “PNC Singles, Rarities and EFOs,” 

provided by Dan Forgues.  It was very nicely done. 

We plan to show it again near the conclusion of the 

show in New York for those that are interested. 

          Last month I mentioned that we are looking 

for a new editor for Coil Line because Ron Blanks 

has asked that he be replaced as soon as possible.  

Please let me hear from you if you are interested. 

– Robert E. Thompson 

President’s Message 

 

(no meeting notices received for this issue) 

Welcome! 
 

          If you are a new reader to Coil Line, PNC
3
 is 

in our 29
th

 year.  We are a community of stamp col-
lectors specializing in plate numbered coil issues of 
the USA.  The first PNCs were issued in 1981 and, 
in February 1988, a network of PNC specialists 
founded our club.  Coil Line was launched in May, 
1988 and serves (along with other club literature) to 
inform collectors on the many aspects of PNCs.  
Studies include scarce numbers, varieties, printing 
methods, market values, PNCs on mail, and more.  
Thank you for visiting, and we hope you’ll join us!  
We’ll be glad to have you. 
 

 

Want to Sponsor a Regional Meeting? 
 

Contact Tony Bruno for suggestions.  He can put you in 

contact with others who have taken on the task.  Several 

members have made it a regular habit of promoting 

meetings in their area. 
 

Regional Meeting Chairman 
 

Tony Bruno, PO Box 624, East Lyme, 

 CT  06333-0624; email, tbbee@aol.com 
 

(PNC
3
 meeting notices in this column are free.  Please 

submit details to the Editor 3 months before the meeting.) 
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PNC
3
 Regional Meetings 

 

 
 
 

Political Mail Deliveries Slow? 
 

          Many of the coils we collect exist due to their 
use by the direct-mail industry.  But some 
grumblings have arisen among political mailers, a 
segment of users typically most active during 
election years like 2016.  According to Bill Mc-
Allister, writing in Linn’s Stamp News Weekly of 
April 11, the U.S. Postal Service’s Office of 
Inspector General recently noted “…some mailers 
are so upset with how slow the mail has become 
that they are questioning the value of political mail.” 
          McAllister found that Cliff Rucker, USPS 
vice-president for sales, “agreed ‘there is a risk to 
revenue if operational issues are not addressed… 
We recognize that operational issues, if or when 
they occur, could create barriers to customers 
considering or planning on using political mail.’” 

http://www.ny2016.org/
mailto:philatomic@verizon.net
mailto:tbbee@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ferns (C1111) “Tipped” in Linn’s 
 
          “Stamp Market Tips” in the January 4, 2016 
issue of Linn’s Stamp News Weekly touted the five-
design “Ferns forever coil strip with C1111.”  In the 
regular column by Henry Gitner and Rick Miller, the 
week’s entry noted that supplier CCL Industries 
printed the first two Ferns varieties in early 2014, 
first a 49¢ denominated version (Scott 4848-4852) 
and then a “Forever” version (4874-4878). 
          Due to CCL’s loss of contract with the U.S. 
Postal Service and subsequent printing of more rolls 
(plate number S1111) by Sennett Security Products 
(called “Printers” in the column), the writers believe 
the CCL Forever Ferns are the scarcest.  They note 
post office supplies of the CCL version were quickly 
exhausted.  They relate the 2016 Scott Specialized 
catalog value for a mint plate strip of 5 as $10 (about 
four times face value), and for strip of 11 as $16.50 
(near three times face).  Writing in December 2015, 
they conclude, “Plate-number strips of five are cur-
rently selling in the $5-to-$9 range… of 11 … $16-to-
$22…  Buy them now before they rise further in value.” 
 

 
 

… 
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“ORG.” is Now “ORG” on Newly 
Issued (5¢) Nonprofit Coil 

 

 
 

          The (5¢) USA self-adhesive postage stamp 
was issued April 28

th
 in rolls of 10,000 for use by 

nonprofit organizations.  Last month’s Coil Line 
asked readers to spot a departure from past designs 
in the group.  Interestingly, punctuation for the abbre-
viation is omitted.  All prior (5¢) designs have “ORG.”. 

Noted In Passing… 

          Member Robert Novak sent along 

observations and a sample of the 2016 Flag & 

Clouds coil produced by Sennett Security Products 

that appears in different packaging.  In late April 

Bob wrote, “I just found the 47¢ Flag & Clouds 

#S11111 in New Jersey.  I would have expected 

them to be in ‘stick’ form, but the ones I found at the 

post office were just separately sealed rolls without 

plastic wrapping.  There is no evidence [remnant 

nubs along the stamps’ edges] of bridging between 

rolls to indicate they were ever part of a stick [stack] 

of rolls.  Note the label is not as wide as the stamps.” 

          Michael Mules later reported the same type of 

roll.  He sent in a scan of both types, shown at right. 

 

 
… 

 

Two SSP label types 

(3 attached coils from a 

stack unit of 10 rolls is 

shown at left; single roll 

type is at right) 

(below) #S11111 Plate 

strip of seven (note the 

“perfect” edges at top 

and bottom) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

          32¢ Flag over Porch “hopper.”  Check out 

this scan of a 32¢ Flag over Porch (Scott 2915A) 

PNC I recently came across.  I thought for a second 

that I had found a new plate number, until I actually 

looked at the stamp and saw the massive [sky] blue 

color shift.  Quite a unique find.  – John Himes # 957L 
 

          [The extent of leftward sky blue ink shift 

causes interesting changes in some details of the 

intended design’s look.  For one, the second-story 

vertical corner trim’s width matches the shift’s 

extent, so it is now covered up.  (“USA 32” has 

moved closer to the siding.)  Besides the lower-right 

distortions, a subtler use of the sky blue is now also 

seen, due to its shift.  If you can’t spot it, see page 78.] 
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Readers’ Forum 

 
 

Courtesy reply envelope enclosed in a DAV 
mailing received May 10, 2016 
 

          Disabled American Veterans (DAV) has 

inserted courtesy reply envelopes in some of their 

latest fund-raising mailings that are franked with 47¢ 

in postage using each of the low-value denominated 

coils currently available in large-roll, self-adhesive 

format.  The cover above has four 10¢ Pears, one 5¢ 

Grapes, and a pair of 1¢ Bobcats, all unnumbered.   

… 

          One of Dan Forgue’s 32¢ Flag over Porch 
PNCs (88898) from last month’s issue is shown 
below.  With a “bullet hole” print anomaly, it 
otherwise has normally registered inks for compar-
ison with the mis-registered example to its left.] 

    

 

 

… 

 
 

…  

 

… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

          The 5¢ Grapes self-adhesive coil in rolls of 10,000 

went on sale February 19, 2016 in Washington DC.  This 

make-up rate stamp replaces the water-activated 5¢ 

American Toleware coil (PNC ID 2002-1). 

 Ashton Potter produced this issue.  It has a 

P111111 plate number every 27
th

 stamp. Most will 

collect this as a plate strip of five (PS5) as there is only 

one design in the issue.  This issue is untagged and was 

printed on nonphosphored Type III paper. 

          The design features Pinot Noir grapes still on the 

vine.  “USPS” is microprinted near the top leaf on the 

stem.  (See illustration below.)  A 2016 date is printed in 

the lower right corner just below the larger USA lettering. 

 The stamp is packaged on a liner that is larger 

than the stamp itself with spaces between stamps.  This 

allows lettershop affixing equipment to “tip” the coils 

onto envelopes. 

 Both top and bottom back numbers are possible.  

Ashton Potter rolls have 5-digit, 4-digit, 3-digit and 2-

digit back numbers on a single 10K roll.  They drop the 

leading digit in a number when it is a zero. 

 Numbered Sealing Labels (see below) seal the 

10K rolls and make it easy to tell which rolls have top or 

bottom back numbers. 

 

 

 

5¢ Grapes 
Plate P111111 
 PNC ID 2016-4 

Frank Covey 
Catalog Corner 
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USPS Microprinting 

 

 

(above) Numbered Sealing Labels secure the 10K roll. 

Odd-numbered rolls have top back numbers; 

even-numbered rolls have bottom back numbers. 

  

Top BN Bottom BN 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

One of two coil issues shown in 

USA Philatelic 2016 Qtr. 2 (excerpt, page 8) 
 

 
 

 

… 

 

          I knew something was odd when the latest 
issue of USA Philatelic arrived on May 21st.  With 
the publication over six weeks past its normal 
distribution date, what I held in my hand felt 
noticeably lightweight.  Its front cover sporting a 
large detail of the “2016 World Stamp Show / New 
York City” stamps, at first it seemed like a special 
edition for the show and not intended to include all 
stamps currently for sale.   
          Squinting at the teensy edition identifier below 
the subtitle “The Official Source for Stamp 
Enthusiasts” revealed an ordinary “2016 / Volume 21 
/ Quarter 2.”  In the past few years or so, the 
quarterly sales catalog, when showing a 
“Comprehensive Edition” blurb on the cover, 
relegated most coils to “Other Rates” and “Business 
Rates” pages in the back.  The present edition doesn’t 
claim to be comprehensive.  This did not portend a 
good coverage inside of coils for sale.   
          The inside front-cover page’s letter from the 
Stamp Services Director begins, “Welcome to the 
special edition of USA Philatelic commemorating 
World Stamp Show-NY 2016.”  My worst concerns 
were almost confirmed, then finally set once I read 
page 14 entitled “Other Rates.”  The only two coil 
issues included are the “U.S. Flag / First-Class Rate 
Forever” and “Coastal Birds / Postcard Rate.”   
          It requires delving into the “Collector’s Zone,” 
a three-page reference list after Other Rates, to find 
item numbers for the two U.S. Flag coil types by 
supplier.  The Ashton Potter product is described as 
“1 Design, Plate no. every 31, Offset (APU).”  But 
the Sennett Security Products entry has “every 24, 
Offset (SSP)” in error; the SSP interval is also 31. 
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Latest USA Philatelic Not Catering to Coil Collectors 
 

          [Some reader might grumble that CCL Label, 
which acquired SSP, isn’t identified instead.  But few 
in the hobby are interested in tracking the latest cor-
porate owner changes that do not modify the plate 
number suffix or supplier name on the label.  As seen on 
page 72, coil labels show “Manufactured by SSP.”] 
          The preface to the Collector’s Zone ends with, 
“For a complete list of all available stamps and pro-
ducts, visit us online at usps.com/shop.”  Does this 
portend an end to the “Comprehensive Edition” of 
USA Philatelic, or was labeling of the present edition 
as the ordinary “Quarter 2” itself another mistake?  
Given the errors I encountered (more below), and for 
the sake of avoiding the requirement of an online 
session to learn what coils are available from Stamp 
Fulfillment Services, I hope it is the latter case. 
          I also noticed that the Other Rates page shows 
only six issues, omitting the Additional Ounce rate 
stamps (“Penguins,” pane of 20 and coil of 100).  It 
also does not include any semi-postal stamps; these 
are listed back on page 9.  Yet the Contents on page 1 
states, “Semipostals – stamps that help fund worthy 
causes…” are on the Other Rates page. 
          Last, in noting the shortcomings of USA 
Philatelic’s 2016 - Quarter 2 edition, the back cover 
almost teasingly includes both coil issues “Pears” and 
“Grapes” in its 2016 Stamps Issued to Date list that 
concludes with “World Stamp Show-NY 2016” of 
May 28.  But to no surprise, the USA Nonprofit Org 
presort coil of April 28 is omitted.          – Ron Blanks 
           
 

Commentary 

 

   

 

… 

 

 

Second of two coil 
issues shown in 
USA Philatelic 2016 

Qtr. 2 (excerpts, page 

14) 

(Oddity note:  Item # of 

the first coil shown, at 

far left, belongs to the 

Ashton Potter version.) 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

… 
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Recent direct-mail trade journal commends use 

of “live stamps” in a fundraising mailing. 

… 

Direct-Mail Trade Journal Touts Stamps 

          A mention of “live stamps” (or “actual 

postage stamps” to you and me) is very rare inside 

trade journals of the direct mail industry.  

Marketers have bigger fish to fry in trading tips on 

the best ways to design mailings, especially 

contents design and all manner of copy they hope 

you will read. 

          But stamps got a nod in a 2016 issue of 

Target Marketing.  Its “Creative Close-Up” feature 

page favorably deconstructed a recent fund-raising 

mailing.  A bit self-serving, the page was sponsored 

by a firm that consults on direct-mail campaigns.  

(The firm’s ad occupied the facing page.) 

          In this case, the endeavor soliciting funds is 

the National WASP WWII Museum, which “tells 

the tale of the forgotten ‘Fly Girls,’” according to 

the feature (reproduced at left).  In the close-up 

shown above, the commentator explains how the 

outer envelope’s design is effective (down to the 

use of 1¢ Bobcat and 4¢ Chippendale Chair water-

activated gummed coils).   
          Interestingly, as I read this article in early 
March, I recalled retrieving some time in the past 
year a discarded mailing also soliciting for the same 
cause.  But I could not associate the present 
“creamy color” and invitation look to the earlier 
appeal mailing.                       (please see next page) 

Our Review Finds a Surprising Twist 
 



 

 

 

 

  
 
           

                                                                                                                   

          Sure enough, looking up the mailer in my bulk mailings log revealed two reports from 2015.  The later 
of the two is from July 2015 and also has a 1¢ Bobcat and 4¢ Chippendale Chair duo canceled under Mailer’s 
Postmark Permit (bluish envelope images at right, below).  Unlike the plainer envelope described earlier, this 
mailpiece is covered with dramatic photographic images of a service pilot and aircraft (what I recalled as 
having seen previously, a more typical approach for historical causes). 
          The earlier of the two mailings (both sent to the same prospect), uses another image on a white envelope 
with a large window to an insert (images below, left side).  That cover is franked with a nonprofit presort coil, 
tied by a mailer’s cancel dated April 2015.  These two mailings distinctly differ from the one reviewed in the 
trade journal, revealing the industry also has multiple-mailing techniques to solicit funds.  Examples of any of 
these covers with numbered PNCs would make good trading material, if the odds favor you finding one.  
Having all three such cases, with contents, would form a key part of a worthwhile exhibit.           – Ron Blanks  
 

        
 

                     
 

… 

(from page 76, Inside direct mail) 
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 ▲ 

◄ 
(received 

May 11, 

2015; 

close-up 

above)  

Appeals for same cause differ from one on page 76  
 

(received July 20, 2015; close-up below)  ▼ 

 
 
… 

Newest coil put to 
work quickly  

(delivered 

 May 20, 2016) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

           It is unlikely that they will perceive PNC 

collectors as a sufficiently large group to be work 

milking by an intentional flood of unnecessary plate 

numbers, but they could bungle us out of existence 

as they nearly did to plate number block collectors 

with their biggies and floaters. 

          In this respect, the multi-digit Andreotti plate 

numbers [of 1985’s 18¢ Washington Monument 

(Scott 2149, 2149a) and 21.1¢ Letters (Scott 2150, 

2150a)] are not comforting. 

          My opinion is that the numbers will probably 

continue roughly along their present course, but they 

will not be the main factor in the future popularity of 

PNC collecting. 

          If the only PNCs were Flags, Consumer 

Educations, Undenominated “D”s, Officials, 

Washingtons Monuments, and Letters, I, for one, 

would not be interested.  All these are utterly 

without charm.  The Flags are the best executed of 

the lot, and what ordinary person would use even 

these if the gum were not peppermint flavored? 

          No, the fact is that the Transportation [Series] 

coils are the hook; the rest just come with the turf. 

          If the future holds a lot more Transportation 

designs in store, and follows them with a series of 

similar elegance, the future is rosy indeed.  But if the 

trend is toward more like the Monument stamps, 

even the addition of peppermint gum won’t save us. 
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“Picking Winners on the PNC 
Stock Market” 

 

Ken Lawrence 

(reprint from The Plate Number, March-April 1986) 
 

                   Although styled as controversy, the 

articles by George Godin and me in The Plate 

Number [Volume 1, numbers 1, 2] actually reflect 

agreement between us.  My analysis of PNC 

scarcities is a short-term view, while George was 

providing a longer perspective. 

          I thought even the metaphor was well chosen:  

George the dinosaur filling us in on philately’s 

geologic time. 

          I think it is possible to be even more precise in 

estimating the possible duration of the PNC Era, 

assuming things go well for us. 

          PNC collecting is now five years old (the 

birthday of the first PNC being April 24, 1981).  At 

present [April 1986] a basic collection (one of each 

plate number, ordinary or precanceled) consists of 

approximately 200 stamps or strips.  All the 

precancel types and gap positions, plate varieties, 

and various EFOs bring the total in the 

neighborhood of 250 to 300, depending upon the 

individual collector’s view of what is collectible. 

          That means that if favorable (bullish) 

conditions persist, it should take another 20 years 

before a basic collection would contain 1,000 items; 

an elaborate one 1,500 to 2,000.  That is well within 

the bounds of a reasonable specialty. 

          Furthermore, at least some of the trends are 

toward greater conservatism.  The gradual phasing 

out of fractional rates should result in fewer new 

issues.  The death of the Cottrell presses [using 

intaglio line-engraved steel plates] should bring gap 

collecting to a halt near its current level.  There will 

also be no more gripper cracks, the plate varieties 

(such as the famous “Buggy Whip”) which have 

been most avidly collected. 

          Naturally, it is always possible that the Postal 

Service and the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 

could connive to derail us.  This is the bearish view. 

Reprint Series:  The Plate Number 

Answer to page 73’s 32¢ Flag over Porch question:  
the window panes’ sky reflection uses the sky blue ink. 



PNC used singles, used strips, MNH PS5s. Great 
prices!  Guaranteed quality!  No hassles!  Visit 
http://www.angelfire.com/ca5/HimesPNCs or send   
LSASE for lists to John Himes, PO Box 453,  
Cypress, CA  90630-0453.  Please specify what 
you collect. Or e-mail johnwhimes@yahoo.com.  
Member 957L        

* * * 
USED PNC'S on and off cover.  Our new 8-page 
list #15-3 of Used PNC's is yours free.  We also 
have a free new 33-page list of MNH PNC's, 
Booklets, Booklet Panes, many by plate number and 
position.  Specify which list is wanted.  Vic 
Collinino,  PO Box 300-P, Stratham, NH 03885-
0300 or email your name and address to 
vimco@comcast.net.  Member 748 

 

* * * 
Got duplicates you don’t need?  Want a nice tax 
deduction?  Donate stamps, covers, philatelic 
supplies to Stamp Collecting Clubs for Kids, a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization.  SCCFK is 
dedicated to helping beginners, and starting children 
(and adults) in stamp collecting.  See website 
www.stampcollectingclubsforkids.org.  Our 14

th
 

year.  Member 2242 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Display Advertising Rates Coil Line 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Discounts available for multiple insertions.) 

 Full Page 
 Half Page                  
 Third Page  
 Quarter Page  
 Sixth Page                       
 Eighth Page                      
 Back Cover                       
 Inside Cover                     
 Color Ad (for full page)                         
 Color Ad - Electronic Version                         
 
 

$ 100.00 
$   80.00 
$   65.00 
$   45.00 
$   35.00 
$   20.00 

Add  $   50.00 
Add  $   25.00 
Add  $ 100.00 

 Add  $   25.00 

Coil Topics Index this issue… 
 

<49¢> Flag & Clouds, SSP 2
nd

 packaging…… 

<49¢> Ferns, #C1111 invest tip………………. 

32¢ FoP, plate # hopper (blue shift).…………. 

5¢ Grapes, P111111 Catalog Corner..………… 

1¢ Bobcat, 4¢ Chair direct-mail uses..….……. 

5¢ Grapes, 10¢ Pears direct-mail uses..….……. 

 

72 

72 

73 

74 

76 

80 

 

PNC3  Members Count 
Previous Members                              506 
New Applicants                                       5 
Reinstated                                                1 
PNC

3
 Members                                     512 
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Classified Ads 

CLASSIFIED AD rates are 6¢ per word, 
 with a minimum cost of $3.00 per insertion.  
(Only members may advertise in Coil Line.) 

 

PNC
3
 members are entitled to two free 50-word 

ads per year.  (There is a 10¢ charge for each word 
over 50 with free ads.)  Contact the editor to place 
an ad.  (See page 70.)  

New Applicants 
 

Richard J. Plaskiewicz  (2326) 
157 Duncan Tr 

Longwood, FL  32779-4576 
rplaskiewicz@cfl.rr.com 

 

Jeffrey R. Mittelholtz  (2327) 
3516 Lexington Ave S   Apt 5 

Eagan, MN  55123 
hjm6104@yahoo.com 

 

Richard W. Staiger  (2328) 
41550 N  US Hwy 41  Unit 14 
Wadsworth, IL  60083-8812 

ricker323@yahoo.com 
 

Scott D. English  (2329) 
216 Amberleigh Ln 

Bellefonte, PA  16823 
scott@stamps.org 

 

Edward Kroll  (2330) 
828 Superior 

Wyandotte, MI  48192 
pro-life-ed@rc.net 

 

Reinstated 
 

James R. Haislet (0985) 

 

Membership Update 

 

         

Names of new applicants are published for 
review.  A member who questions the suitability 
of a prospective member should contact the 
Membership Committee Chair Michael Conway 
with the objection (mjcconway@hotmail.com or 
203-268-5896.)  Applicants are accepted as 
members one month following notice in Coil Line 
if no objection is made. 
 

http://www.angelfire.com/ca5/HimesPNCs
mailto:johnwhimes@yahoo.com?subject=Nov%20Coil%20Line%20ad
mailto:vimco@comcast.net
http://www.stampcollectingclubsforkids.org/
mailto:rplaskiewicz@cfl.rr.com
mailto:hjm6104@yahoo.com
mailto:ricker323@yahoo.com
mailto:scott@stamps.org
mailto:pro-life-ed@rc.net
mailto:mjcconway@hotmail.com?subject=Sept.%20Coil%20Line%20membership%20info


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(above)  5¢ Grapes pair pay minimum bulk 

standard-class franking, April 14th 2016 political 
mail;  

(cropped images of upper-right corners) 
 

(below)  5¢ Grapes pair, #P111111, on advertising 

mail, May 24th (submitted by Dan Farrar) 
 

 
 

(below) Address ink color a refrain of similar 

lettering color on 5¢ Grapes pair, used on 

advertising mail (mailpiece retrieved from post 

office on May 6
th

 with a real estate seminar pitch; 

note addition of mailing month and year “April 

2016” within the Mailer’s Postmark Permit cancel 

dial, a nice addition of a feature usually omitted; only 

the presence of a plate-numbered coil would improve 

the desirability of such a cover) 

New Fruits Series Dressing Up Mail 
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… 

 

         Reports are coming in and examples are arriving 

in mail concerning the new Fruits series of self-

adhesive low-value coils.  Perhaps it is not surprising 

that the only two values in the series so far, 5¢ and 

10¢, have sprung into use so fast.  5¢ and 10¢ are two 

of the three most utilitarian low values in our decimal 

currency, even represented in U.S. coinage.   

          Not yet issued as a Fruits coil, the 1¢ is the other 

low value also represented by a coin (although some 

think the U.S. should do away with the cent).  As the 

first low-value denominated self-adhesive coil, the 1¢ 

Bobcat is still available for current bulk mailings.  (Its 

supplies are likely postponing the issue of a rumored 

1¢ coil in the Fruits series.) 

          The 5¢ value also happens to match the assigned 

value to undenominated Nonprofit Organization 

presort coils.  Hence, mailers so inclined can use the 

5¢ Grapes coil as a colorful substitute, as long as they 

also apply a cancel and print the “Nonprofit Org” 

service inscription nearby. 

          Similarly, the 10¢ Pears coil can substitute for 

the Presort Standard class coil.  More creatively, as 

shown nearby, a mailer can use a pair of 5¢ coils 

instead.  Used under permit by following certain rules, 

low-value stamps (and presort coils) pay only part of 

the required postage.  Mailers pay the difference on-

account when they bring their mailings to the post 

office.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

… 

10¢ Pears showing 
up on courtesy 

reply envelopes  
(here, a VFW 

example received 

 May 6, 2016 has a 

numbered PNC) 
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Ballot for 2016 PNC
3
 Election 

The May issue of Coil Line contains an announcement of the candidates for elected 

office and members-at-large for the coming term.  Please indicate your choices below 

and return the ballot to the attention of the Ballot Committee chair, Edward  Wigger, 

whose address is given below.  Officers are running unopposed due to a lack of 

candidates. 

 

Your ballot must be postmarked no later than July 1, 2016, and MUST INCLUDE 

YOUR MEMBER NUMBER on the outside of the envelope, in the return address space, 

along with your name and address. 

 

Contact the club Secretary (see page 70) if you do not have your member number (we 

suggested at dues-paying time that it can be noted in one’s check register.) 

 

 

For PRESIDENT:    Robert Thompson  __________ 

 

 

For VICE PRESIDENT:   John Himes   __________ 

 

 

For SECRETARY:    Daniel Farrar  __________ 

 

 

For TREASURER:    Jeffrey Haas   __________ 

 

 

For MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (select TWO):     

 

Jill Ambrose    __________ 

 

Mel Borofsky   __________ 

 

Thomas McFarland           __________ 

 

Return ballot (by July 1, 2016) to: 

 

Edward Wigger 

1123 Baldwin St. 

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
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