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Recent PNC Issue Info

Accessing the Members Area of the PNC3 Website (pnc3.org)
New club members receive a welcome message inviting them to access the website.New members should fol-

low the link in the email.
• Choose a UserID and Password and entering both into the resulting webpage.  
• Record the UserID and Password for future access.
• When three green check marks and the words "Passwords Match" appear, click on the "Activate Account" button.

Existing members who have not yet followed this process or are having access issues should send email to
webmaster@pnc3.org. 

Provide a phone number and contact time and the webmaster will make contact to get access set up or resolve
other issues.

The best things in life are FREE
and that includes PNC3 classified ads!

Members are entitled to two free 50-word ads per year.
Send yours to the editor today for inclusion in the next Coil Line!



Editor: Vickie Canfield Peters
vcanfieldp@gmail.com

Print Edition Mailings: Brian and Cory Snippen
snippenb@gmail.com

Digital Edition Emails: Frank Covey
ecoilline@comcast.net

Advertising Rates (single insertion)
Full Page $75.00 Eighth Page $12.00
Half Page $40.00 Business Card $12.00
Third Page $30.00 Back Cover Add $37.50
Quarter Page $20.00 Inside Cover Add $20.00
Sixth Page $15.00 Color, full page Add $75.00

(For Color Ads, Digital Version only, Add $20.00)
A check or money order, made out to PNC3, must

accompany camera ready ads. Advertising copy must be
submitted by the first of the month prior to the month of
publication. Please send all copy to Vickie Canfield Peters,
Coil Line Editor, 11911 E. Connor Road, Valleyford WA
99036.

Classified ad rates are six cents a word per issue
with a minimum of $3.00 per ad. Members receive two 50-
word ads per year per member at no charge. (There is a 10¢
per word cost for more than 50 words.)

All submitted material, including articles, are edited
for inclusion in Coil Line and must be received by the first
of the month prior to the month of publication.

Coil Line reserves the right to edit copy as necessary.
Coil Line is published monthly and is available digitally

with annual member dues of $12. A printed version of Coil Line is
also available. To U.S. addresses, to receive printed edition  add $22
for First Class Mailing. To Non-USA addresses, add $27 for mailing.
Past print issues of Coil Line are available at $2.50 per copy (quan-
tities limited).

All material is copyright 2020. All rights reserved. Mate-
rial in this publication may be copied or reproduced with ac-
knowledgment to Coil Line. Opinions expressed by the authors
and writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect those of the
editor, publisher or membership of the Plate Number Coil Collec-
tors Club.

All content, letters to the editor and advertising questions
should be addressed to the editor. For mail delivery problems, con-
tact the mailer below.

Postal mailings prepared by: Brian Snippen, 1010
Blue Sage Rd NE, Rio Rancho NM 87144. Send email to:
snippenb@gmail.com. Phone: 505-404-1624.

Mailed from Zip Code 87185 on or near July 20, 2020..

PNC3 Contacts
PNC3 Website: www.pnc3.org
Scott Walker, Webmaster: email webmaster@pnc3.org
(For Coil Line-related matters, please see column at left

for appropriate contact.)

Elected Officers
Tom McFarland, President, PO Box 756, Princeton Junction
NJ 08550. email: philatomic@verizon.net phone: 609-273-
4103
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34788-2781, email: melborofsky@comcast.net  352-483-1408.
Robert Thompson, Past President, 12431 Golden Thistle,
Houston, TX 77058. email: rthomp5711@gmail.com phone:
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Jill Ambrose,At Large, PO Box 54622, Cincinnati, OH 45254-
0622. email: jillambrose@zoomtown.com phone: 513-231-
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Lynnette Wood, At Large, PO Box 183, Deer Harbor WA
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A Differing Opinion
In the July 2020 Coil Line, page 78, I found an in-

teresting statement in the article by Alan Thomson. In speak-
ing about the new Wild Orchids coil stamps, Alan points out
that there is a symmetry problem in the way these stamps
were printed, making it difficult (actually impossible) to get
a traditional, completely balanced strip that we're accus-
tomed to as PNC collectors. So far, so good.

But then he says, "Scott intends to list strips of 10
and 17 in the 2021 Specialized Catalogue. Ten does not meet
PNC collecting standards and its inclusion is useless infor-
mation." I feel that this statement is incorrect and fails to con-
sider the options the Scott editors were faced with since they
also have to publish an album page to hold this strip. A strip
of 10 provides the collector with one of each of the 10 differ-
ent designs and it also includes the plate number, albeit in
position 9 instead of the middle stamp. Yes, we would pre-
fer it to be on the middle stamp. But for this particular issue,
a strip of 10 makes perfect sense, even with the unbalanced
plate number situation.  

For those who are uninitiated in how we normally
choose the standard length of a plate number coil strip, it
generally follows the equation LENGTH = 2n + 1, where "n"
is the number of different designs found in the strip, and the
plate number is generally collected on the middle stamp of
the strip. A strip with four different designs would normally
be collected as a PS9. A strip with three different designs as
a PS7. But exceptions made all the time.

For instance, a strip with 10 different designs would
typically call for a PS21, but very few collectors will want
this large strip, so PS11s typically are collected in this in-
stance. In the case of the (10¢) Stars and Stripes stamps of
2015, three different designs dictate a strip of seven, but it
was agreed by most everyone that this should be collected as
a PS9 since that length preserved the full image of the U.S.
flag that was being depicted on the three adjoining stamps.
For the (25¢) Spectrum Eagle stamps of 2015, the six differ-
ent designs indicated a strip of 13, but since that doesn't fit
any typical album page, many collectors have opted for a
PS7.

Then, for the really crazy one, what about the Flags
of Our Nation coils (Scott 4273-4332)? With 10 different de-
signs, those should have been collected as PS21s, but the
stamps themselves were double the width of a normal coil
stamp, so those strips of 21 would have been impossible to
collect by any normal means. Scott opted in this case (and
most collectors agreed) to have two strips of five: one strip

with the plate number in position 1 and one with no plate
number at all. So the "rule" has been broken before and it
seems to make sense to break it again for this Wild Orchids
issue.

Of course, anyone can collect this strip any way they
please. But I think most collectors are going to opt for the
PS10 with the plate number in position 9. To denigrate this
choice as "useless information" is misleading. Even a strip of
17 or 21, as Alan suggests, does not really fit with traditional
"PNC collecting standards" since those strips will not be
completely symmetrical and definitely will not fit on a tra-
ditional album page. I intend to collect this issue as the Scott-
recommended PS10 and feel that is what most collectors will
do as well.

John Himes

PNC USED singles, used strips, MNH PS5s, purple machine
cancels. Great prices! Guaranteed quality! No hassles! Visit
http://www.angelfire.com/ca5/HimesPNCs or send
LSASE for lists to John Himes, PO Box 453, Cypress, CA
90630-0453.  Please specify what you collect. Or email john-
whimes@yahoo.com 12/20

* * *
SPECIAL sale on 2115b wide tagged 22c Flag PS5 (Scott
price in ( ): #8 ($125) $50; #18 ($55) $20; #20 ($75) $40;#22
($150) $90. Al Haake, 84 Laurie Court, Germantown, Il
62245. alhaake@hotmail.com 8/20

* * *
USED PNCs on and off cover. Our new eight-page list of
Used PNCs is yours free. We also have a free new 33-page
list of MNH PNCs, Booklets, Booklet Panes, many by plate
number and position. Specify which list is wanted. Vic
Collinino, PO Box 300-P, Stratham, NH 03885-0300 or email
your name and address to vimco@comcast.net 4/21 

* * *
BUYING: Mint Plate Number Coil Collections PS5 or longer.
Also buying coin collections. Al Haake, 84 Laurie Court,
Germantown, Il 62245. alhaake@hotmail.com 9/20

* * *
NEEDED for one-frame exhibit, covers postmarked in 1981
of 18c era U.S. definitives. Send email to Tim Lindemuth at
timlind@ksu.edu. 8/20
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Letter to the Editor

Coil Line Classifieds

We welcome Letters to the Editor



As noted last month, The Great American Stamp
Show has been canceled by The American Philatelic Society.
The show was scheduled to be held August 20-23 in Hart-
ford, Connecticut. Normally, our annual board and general
membership meetings would be held on the Saturday of the
show, this year August 22. Since we can’t meet in person, the
meetings will be held via conference call.

The board discussed other ways to have the meet-
ings, such as video conferencing, and decided that a basic
conference call would be the most accessible for the mem-
bership. VP John Himes has volunteered a conference call
number that he has used for other meetings. The number to
call is 978-990-5070. When prompted for an access code,
enter 5912837, followed by #, the pound sign. The number is
not toll free, but most home and cell phone plans typically
include long distance calls at no additional charge.

Both meetings will be held August 22 as originally
planned. The board meeting begins at 1 p.m. Eastern time
and the general membership meeting follows at 3:30 p.m.
Note that board meetings are open, so any member can join.

The results of the election of board members were
not available as of this writing but will have been posted on
the club web site before you receive this issue of Coil Line.
The results will also be announced at the annual meetings.
Per the club bylaws, the term of office of the new board be-
gins on September 1. Many thanks to Ed Wigger for again
volunteering to chair the Ballot Committee.

As far as I know, there have still been no reports of
the 2019 US Flag coil printed by Ashton Potter with plate
number P2222. Linn’s Stamp News reported back in April that
this number had been printed. My post office had the BCA
version with plate number B2222 early on, but their stock of
Ashton Potter coils is still P1111. If you should happen to lo-
cate P2222 rolls, please report the find to the Catalog Com-
mittee (catalog@pnc3.org).

I have received additional reports of members re-
ceiving phishing emails, supposedly from treasurer Mel Bo-
rofsky. There’s no way to know how long this may continue.
So, once again, please be aware that any email that requests
money in any form on behalf of a club official is fake. Do not
respond to any such requests. If you’re unsure about any
communication you receive from the club, please feel free to
reach out to me personally for verification.

Ghost Back Numbers on the (10c)
Presorted Star (2020-1)

Frank Covey
Shown is bottom back number 0010 from the inside

of a 3K roll of the (10c) Presorted Standard Star (2020-1). I
know of at least two rolls that have ghost back numbers like
this. On these rolls every other back number was a ghost
back number.

Also shown is a normal 3K back number.
Please write to our Coil Line editor if you have any

idea what caused back numbers to appear like this.  

as of July 1, 2020

New Member
Carman Cornetto 2416

8225 McCormick Highway
Troy, SC  29848

Membership at Beginning of Month  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 407
New Members  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Membership at End of Month  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 408
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President’s Message
Tom McFarland

Membership Update

Annual Meetings Scheduled
As Conference Calls
PNC3 Annual Board Meeting

Date/Time: August 22, 2020, 1 p.m. EDT
Conference call number: 978-990-5070
Conference access code: 5912837#

* * *
PNC3 Annual

General Membership Meeting
Date/Time: August 22, 2020, 3:30 p.m. EDT
Conference call number: 978-990-5070
Conference access code: 5912837#
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Reporting the Rarities by Gene Trinks
There are a few reports that have come in over the last few months (maybe because members have been spending

more time with their collections?).
I’m updating the counts by one each for the following varieties: (5¢) BEP Mountain #1111 9/10 die; (25¢) Diner

#22211 round shoulder die; and (10¢) Atlas #V21113.  
I’m also adding two to the count for the elusive tagged (25¢) Jukebox #22222. You will notice that the count for the

on-cover tagged Jukebox has been reduced by 1. One of the previously reported items has been removed from its cover and
sold as a used single.  

I presume many members are staying close to home these days (and hope all are staying healthy). Please check your
Jukebox #22222 holdings for the tagged version. I just don’t understand why more of these haven’t been located. They’ve
got to be out there.

The counts now stand at:

PNC Issue PNC ID Scott No. Mint Single Mint P/S 5 Used Single On Cover
32¢ Flag over Porch
(“Famous Five”)
66666 10/11 die 1996-8.221 2915A -- -- 23 2
66666 12/11 die 1996-8.241 2915C -- -- 5 2
78777 10/10 die 1996-8.211 2915A -- 9 76 5
88888 11/12 die 1996-8.252 2915C -- -- 4 --
13231A 10/10 VP die 1996-8.212 2915A 6 9 62 15

(5¢) Avery Mountain 1996-10.211 2904A -- -- 27 5
V333342 13L/12R die
V333343 round corner die 1996-10.211 2904A -- -- 6 --

(5¢) BEP Mountain #1111 1997-1.22 2904B 2 5 18 2
9/10 die

(25¢) Diner  #22211 1998-7.21 3208A -- -- 107 9
round shoulder die
(10¢) Green Bike  #444  1998-4.22 3228 -- -- 34 6
square shoulder die
(10¢) Eagle&Shield STD  1998-15.1111 3271 1 6 13 8
#11111 round shoulder die
(10¢) Atlas V13222 2003-9.11 3770 -- -- 72 2

V21113 2003-9.11 3770 -- -- 9 --
V21211 tagged 2003-9.12 3770a -- -- 8 1

37¢ Snowy Egret V2121 2003-8.22 3829 -- -- 35 1
VP die
V2121  PV die 2003-8.21 3829 -- -- 2 --
V3211  VP die 2003-8.22 3829 -- -- 52 4
V3211  PV die 2003-8.21 3829 -- -- 10 2

37¢ Snowy Egret P2222 2004-2.21 3829A -- 3 16 --
multi-tie

(10¢) Lion #S66666 2000-2.12 3447b -- -- 1 --
fully tagged
(25¢ ) Jukebox #22222 1996-13.12 2912Bc -- -- 2 2
tagged

Keep up the good work in locating more items to be added to this census  … and stay healthy!



Rose Upon Rose
Part 3

In my last article, I introduced the topic of incision
types. To be honest, this is a subject I have been avoiding.
Why? When the topic of incision types, or “styles,” first
came to my attention, it was in the context of the Flag Over
Porch (FOP) stamps. With seven peak/valley varieties and
32 plate numbers, adding four incision styles to the mix just
seemed overwhelming. 

But then Dan Forgues wrote and reminded me that
the Yellow Rose Scott 3054 is also one of the issues with mul-
tiple incision styles. He noted that, while the Yellow Rose
has 20 different plate numbers, it has just 27 different stamps
with incision styles. Only 27? I can handle that!

So, what is an incision style? By now, I am in the
habit of checking the PNC3 website’s glossary first when
looking for definitions. According to the glossary, during the
early production of self-adhesive coils by the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing (BEP), a variety of cutting knives were
used in the die-cutting mats. The various knives produced
incisions in the paper web that are distinctly different in ap-

pearance. Three of the die-cutting knives produced incisions
that leave part of the paper between stamps intact. These in-
tact sections are called ”ties” and they run across (or
“bridge”) the die cut. 

It is the presence, absence, or pattern of the ties that
determine the incision style. Four distinct incision styles are
referred to as Styles A, B, C and D. Style A has ties in the ser-
pentine die cuts, but no ties in the straight top or bottom die
cut. Style B has closely-spaced ties throughout the entire die
cut. Style C has no ties in either the serpentine or the straight
portions of the die cut. Style D has widely-spaced ties
throughout the entire die cut. Examples of each are shown,
respectively in Figure 1 for the 32¢ Yellow Rose (Scott 3054).

In addition to these basic styles, Style D can be
found in a “normal” and an “inverted” form. In the normal
variety, a tie appears at the tip of each peak on the left side
of the stamp. The result is that there are three ties per peak
on the left side of the stamp and two ties per peak on the
right side of the stamp. This is called tie tip left, or TTL.

In the inverted form, a tie appears at the tip of each
peak on the right side of the stamp. Thus, there are two ties
per peak on the left side of the stamp and three ties per peak
on the right side. This is called tie tip right, or TTR. 
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Coil Line Cover of the
MonthBeyond the Numbers

Lynnette Wood

Figure 1: Incision styles for A, B, C, D (left to right) for Yellow Rose (Scott 3054)



For the Yellow Rose (Scott 3054), Style A is found on
plate numbers 1111, 1112, 1122 and 4455 through 8888 (for a
total of 14). Style B is found on plate numbers 1112 through
4455 (for a total of 9). Only plate numbers 7777 and 8888 are
found with incision styles C and D (two each). The “D”
styles are both TTL. Thus, the grand total of plate num-
ber/incision style varieties for Scott 3054 is 27. Of these, the
plate number 1112 “B” style is the scarcest and both of the

“Dttl” styles are hard to find. Figure 2 shows a complete set
(collected by Dan Forgues) of all of the Yellow Rose incision
styles. 

Dan Forgues has written extensively on the topic of
incision styles; look for his articles in recent issues of Coil
Line and in the archives. And, as always, please send your
comments on this or another PNC topic to PNCsAre-
Cool@gmail.com.
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