Wild Orchids
Coil Stamps Pho-

tographer & Nat-

uralist dies at 74

Jim Fowler was a re-
nowned authority on orchids
who spent decades research-
ing, documenting, studying,
and photographing the deli-
cate flowers.

He died of a heart attack
at Mt. Mitchell State Park,
South Carolina, on June 25,
2021, while photographing
Purple Fringed Orchids for
the Smithsonian Institution.
The time stamp on his last
photograph showed 3:00
p.m. on that Friday after-

noon.

Jim’s husband, Walter
Ezell, said that his dedica-
tion was a source of inspira-
tion to many. Jim was a
PNC? member and wrote an
article on the Wild Orchids
Stamps in the April 2020
Coil Line.
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The Red, White, & Blue Flag Stamps
with Bright Yellow-Green Tagging

By John Himes

In the July 2020 edition of Coil
Line, 1 challenged our readers to help
with a census of the Scott 4894-4897
Red, White, & Blue Flag strip with
plate number C11 or C12 that glowed
bright yellow-green under short wave
UV light. The census also applied to
the Scott 4896 used PS1 with those
same plate numbers. I noted that these
stamps normally glow a bright white
color under short wave UV light and
that those are fairly common. I also
noted that the ones that glow bright
yellow-green appear to be quite rare
and some had been listed on eBay for
upwards of $500. I asked for mem-
bers to send Dan Forgues and me scans of any copies they might have in order to pre-
pare a census. The response was excellent.

The first thing we determined was that there is a third type of tagging on these
stamps. I want to thank Rudy de Mordaigle for helping me understand what’s going on
with these three tagging types. The bright white tagging is indeed the most common
and is an unknown tagging compound, probably applied over high bright paper. But
there is a second type of fairly common tagging that glows a soft greenish color under
short wave. It is quite a muted green color — nothing like the bright, solid, yellow-
green tagging that we were looking for in our survey. Rudy believes this is the result
of zinc orthosilicate being applied over stamps that are printed on a high bright paper,
muting the normal bright yellow-green glow that is common from the application of
zinc orthosilicate taggant. Our target stamp, with the bright yellow-green glow, is the
third type, and it’s most likely the result of zinc orthosilicate taggant being applied to
stamps printed on dead paper. So far, the bright white tagging (continued on page 99)

Figure 1 - Scott 4896, Red, White, & Blue Flag
with Bright Yellow-Green Tagging
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Lynnette Wood

Start and End

I spent a good part of last year going through boxes

of stamps donated to our local senior center and sorting
them into packets for sale on eBay to generate a little
bit of revenue for the center. In the process, I pulled
out anything that looked particularly interesting or un-
usual. Among these were coil stamps that start or end a
roll. They are easy to spot, as the normal die cuts are
replaced by a very different cut pattern. I was thrilled
to find several that were PNCs (see Figure 1) but I al-
so kept many that were not (some are shown in Figure
2). I just thought I’d share this with you as something

Figure 1 - Scott 3829A, 37¢ Egret roll start & end (top),
Scott 3981 roll start & 3970 roll end (bottom)

FOREVER

else fun to look for and add to your collection.
My first Beyond the Numbers article was published
in April 2017. Since then, I have written about phos-
phorescent tagging, incision types, peak/valley vari-
eties, round and square shoulders and corners, back
numbers, and hole sizes, among many other topics. |
have learned a lot in the process, but now I feel like I
am running out of topics!

If you have a topic that you would be interested

in reading about, please let me know. Please send

me a message at PNCsAreCool@gmail.com with Figure 2 - Scott 4389, 28¢ Polar Bear roll end; Scott 4854, 49¢ Fort
your thoughts and ideas. McHenry Flag and Fireworks roll start; Scott 4170, 41¢ Coneflower
roll start; and Scott 2686, 23¢ George Washington roll end.
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The Red, White, & Blue Flag Stamps
with Bright Yellow-Green Tagging

(continued from page 97) has been found on both plate #C11 and #C12 stamps. The muted greenish tagging
has been found only on plate #C12 stamps. The bright yellow-green tagging has been found only on plate
#C11 stamps. This may change as more reports come in on the various combinations of tagging and plate
numbers.

Here’s a summary of the findings to date ...

* Type 1 - unknown compound taggant, probably high bright paper - bright white response — found on
plate #C11 and #C12 stamps — common

* Type 2 — zinc orthosilicate taggant, probably high bright paper - muted greenish response — found on
plate #C12 — less common

» Type 3 — zinc orthosilicate taggant, probably on dead paper - bright yellow-green response — found
on plate #C11 — rare

As you can see above, I believe the whitish tagging is the most common and the muted greenish tagging is
somewhat harder to find, but still not rare. So, what about the bright yellow-green tagging? Just how rare is
that tagging?

First, absolutely no one had a mint strip with this tagging! We were unable to uncover a single strip with
this bright yellow-green tagging. A few with the muted greenish tagging were reported, but none with the rarer
bright yellow-green tagging. Our conclusion? It is unknown mint currently! So, what about the used single of
Scott 48962 Our census found exactly 16 copies. Of those 16 copies, 4 are in the hands of PNC? members; the
other 12 are held by a dealer who is possibly willing to sell some of them but seems in no hurry to let them go.

So, what is a mint strip worth? Given the fact that none has yet been found, we may never know. What is a
used single worth? Again, they had been priced for more than $500.00 when they were listed on eBay (by the
dealer who has the 12 copies), but I don’t have any knowledge of one selling there. Now that we have a better
idea of the rarity, would $1,000.00 per copy be reasonable? Frankly, I think it would be very reasonable!

At this point, I hope some of our members will be motivated to go through their stashes of mint and used
PNCs again looking for this rare stamp. Keep in mind that the tagging is a very bright yellow-green under
short wave UV light. If you have any questions about identification, I will be more than happy to review any
high-resolution photos taken under short wave to validate what you have. Please feel to contact me via the in-

formation in the officers’ section of this issue.

Auctioneer Joe Sedivy is taking auction lots for the PNC3 Fall Auction #65 until
August 21. The auction consignment sheet can be found on this month's
wrapper and on the PNC3 website. Consignments will only be accepted

from members in good standing.

Page 99 August 2021



Editor: Scott Walker
scott.walker.6482@gmail.com

Coil Line

Journal of the Plate Number Coil
Collectors Club (PNC’)
Published by: PNC?

ISSN: 1931-5112

Print Edition Mailings: Brian and Cory Snippen

snippenb@gmail.com

Digital Edition Emails: Frank Covey

ecoilline@comcast.net

Advertising Rates (single insertion)

Full Page $75.00  Eighth Page $12.00
Half Page $40.00  Business Card $12.00
Third Page $30.00 Back Cover (Add) $37.50
Quarter Page $20.00 Inside Cover (Add) $20.00
Sixth Page $15.00 Color, full page (Add)  $75.00

ny

(For Color Ads, Digital Version only, Add $20.00)

A check or money order, made out to PNC3, must accompa-
camera-ready ads. Advertising copy must be submitted by the

10th of the month prior to the month of publication. Please send

all

copy to Scott Walker, Coil Line editor,

scott.walker.6482@gmail.com.

Classified ad rates are six cents a word per issue with a mini-

mum of $3.00 per ad. Members receive two 50-word ads per
year per member at no charge. (There is a 10¢ per word cost for
more than 50 words.)

All submitted material, including articles, are edited for in-

clusion in Coil Line and must be received by the 10th of the
month prior to the month of publication. Article submission
guidelines are available upon request by emailing the editor at
the email address above.

Coil Line reserves the right to edit copy as necessary.

Coil Line is published monthly and is available digitally with

annual member dues of $12.00. A printed version of Coil Line
is also available. To U.S. addresses, to receive printed edition
add $22.00 for First Class Mailing. To Non-USA addresses, add
$27.00 for mailing. Past print issues of Coil Line are available at

$2.

50 per copy (quantities limited).
All material is copyright 2021. All rights reserved. Material

in this publication may be copied or reproduced with acknowl-
edgment to Coil Line. Opinions expressed by the authors and
writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect those of the
editor, publisher, or membership of the Plate Number Coil Col-
lectors Club.

be

All content, letters to the editor, advertising questions should
addressed to the editor. For mail delivery problems, contact

the mailer below.

Postal mailings prepared by: Brian Snippen, 1010 Blue

Sage Rd NE, Rio Rancho NM 87144. Send email to: snip-

penb@gmail.com. Phone: 505-404-1624.
Mailed from Zip Code 87185 on or near February 20, 2021.

a USA
20 20

994

Scott 3053 plate # S1111 (issued August 2, 1996, 25 years

ago this month)

PNC? Contacts

PNC? Website: www.pnc3.org
Scott Walker, Webmaster: email webmaster@pnc3.org

(For Coil Line-related matters, please see column at left
for appropriate contact.)

Elected Officers

Tom McFarland, President, PO Box 372, Jamison, PA
18929. email: philatomic@verizon.net phone: 609-273-
4103

Robert Martin, Vice President, 850 Locust Grove Rd.,
York, PA 17402 email: mauistampcollector-

dude@gmail.com phone 408-893-1040

Daniel Farrar, Secretary, 3386 Excalibur Circle NW, Can-
ton, OH 44708. email: farrard2@gmail.com phone: 330-477
-6913

Mel Borofsky, Treasurer, 101 W. Sterling Way, Leesburg,
FL 34788-2781. email: melborofsky@comcast.net 352-483
-1408

Robert Thompson, Past President, 12431 Golden Thistle,
Houston, TX 77058. email: rthompson@pncvarieties.com
phone: 713-397-1772

John Himes, At Large, PO Box 453, Cypress. CA 90630-
0453. email: johnwhimes@yahoo.com phone: 714-826-
8552

Lynette Wood, At Large, PO Box 183, Deer Harbor, WA
98243. email: PNCsAreCool@gmail.com

PNC? Catalog Committee: Jill Ambrose, Frank Covey,
Andy Jakes, Tom McFarland, Gene Trinks, Peter Tukker,
Frank O’Brien.

PNC? Auctioneer: Joe Sedivy

Coil Line Production
Editor: Scott Walker
Digital Edition Producer: Scott Walker
Senior Consultant: Gene Trinks
Technical Consultant: Alan Thomson

Contributing Writers: John Himes, Robert E. Thomp-
son, Bob Rabinowitz, Rob Washburn, Frank Covey,
Doug Iams, Gene Trinks, Lynnette Wood, John Green-
wood, Al Haake, Ron Blanks, Dan Forgues

Proofreaders: John Himes, Michael Mules
Printing: State Wide Printing, Albuquerque, NM
Printed Distribution: Frank Covey

Subscriptions: Daniel Farrar

Page 100 August 2021



mailto:scott.walker.6482@gmail.com
mailto:snippenb@gmail.com
mailto:ecoilline@comcast.net
mailto:scott.walker.6482@gmail.com
mailto:snippenb@gmail.com
mailto:snippenb@gmail.com
http://www.pnc3.org
mailto:webmaster@pnc3.org
mailto:philatomic@verizon.net
mailto:mauistampcollectordude@gmail.com
mailto:mauistampcollectordude@gmail.com
mailto:farrard2@gmail.com
mailto:melborofsky@comcast.net
mailto:rthompson@pncvarieties.com
mailto:johnwhimes@yahoo.com
mailto:johnwhimes@yahoo.com

: - - v 2 i
B, - s : Eﬁ TP
B H % - MEMBERSHIP
U O A H e SRR e v M & 2 b - - i b
2905 : 290} 29usn -} 29usn . : 29isn | as of July 6, 2021
- ' -
President’s Message Deceased (1)
im Fowler (1111)
Tom McFarland Greenville, SC
skskok
Meeting times have been confirmed for our club’s .
annual Board and General Membership meetings at Reinstated
The Great American Stamp Show. The show will be Conrad Keyde} (116)
held August 12-15 at the Donald E. Stephens Conven- Mitchell Edelstein (1044)
tion Center in Rosemont IL. As in the past, both of our William Caudle (2051)
meetings will be on the Saturday of the show. The Steven Chapp (2082)
board meeting will be at 9:00 AM, followed by the ek
General Membership meeting at noon. See the an- ‘ o
nouncement elsewhere in this issue for more details. Membership at Beginning of Month........... 408
Reports on the meetings will appear in a future Coil Deceased. ......oovuivriiiiiiiiiiiii e -1
Line. We will also have our usual booth at the show Reinstated............ooeeeeeeeioeeeeeeeeeiii, +4
and have been assigned booth number 308. I hope to Membership at End of Month.................. 411
see you at the show, either at the meetings or visiting
our booth.
There will be two PNC exhibits at the show. Past
President Robert Thompson will be showing his “25¢ - L -
Honeybee — From Design to Postal Usage” exhibit and C 1
webmaster and Coil Line editor Scott Walker will be o l l ne
showing “The 32 cent Flag Over Porch Plate Number L L
Coil Stamps”. If you do attend the show, try to set C l a S S l f 1 eds
aside some time to view them. I’'m sure they’ll be in-
teresting and informative.

Over the past several years, Robert Thompson has
reported several times in both Coil Line and Linn’s
Stamps News on counterfeit Unites States stamps be-

PNC USED singles, used strips, MINH PS5s, purple
machine cancels. Great prices! Guaranteed quality!

ing sold openly on eBay. Despite his many reports to No hassles! Visit http://www.angelfire.com/ca5/

the United States Postal Service, the practice continues HimesPNCs or send LSASE for lists to John Himes, PO
unabated with reports of counterfeits regularly appear- Box 453, Cypress, CA 90630-0453. Please specify what
ing on stamp collecting message boards. It’s generally you collect. Or email johnwhimes@yahoo.com
accepted that the counterfeits originate in China. In a 12/21

recent thread on The Stamp Community Family
(https://www.stampcommunity.org), a member posted
a link to a seller on the China-based Alibaba ecom-
merce site from whom you could order counterfeit
stamps directly from the printer. There were a number
of choices of United States and Great Britain stamps

USED PNCs on and off cover. Our new eight-page list
of Used PNCs is yours free. We also have a free new 33
-page list of MNH PNCs, Booklets, Booklet Panes, many

available and volume discounts were offered. I won’t by plate number and position. Specify which list is
provide the link here but it amazes me how brazen wanted. Vic Collinino, PO Box 300-P, Stratham, NH
these purveyors have become. There are apparently no ~ 03885-0300 or email your name and address to
consequences for this illegal activity. vimco@comcast.net
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Cheap U.S. Postage

By Robert E. Thompson

Normally when I look at the new items that have been listed for sale in the “Postage” section on eBay, I
would find about 200 items. Beginning in mid-June, that all changed. There were as many as 600 new listings
on eBay, predominately from California, and two specific locations there, La Puente and Rancho Cucamonga.
There were hundreds of new listings offering rolls, sheets and booklets for about $30 per 100 stamps. That
price dropped drastically to about $7 per 100 stamps, and included shipping. You could easily buy 50 rolls of
stamps for less than $400, and free shipping.

The stamps that they were selling were all counterfeit stamps, and they included new fakes of the 2015 For-
ever Hearts, 2016 Patriotic Spiral booklet, 2017 Celebration Boutonniere, 2018 APU Flag coil, 2019 Love
Hearts Blossom, 2019 Star Ribbon, 2020 Made of Hearts and the 2020 Boutonniere.

The low prices did not last very long, and some listings started to disappear. During this time, I purchased
stamps from nineteen different sellers. Of those, two of them are no longer registered on eBay, and fourteen
others have the following message. “We removed this listing from the site. For more information and next
steps go to Messages. For information about delivery, view your order details.” Although the above message
was placed on some of my purchases, it did not prevent the sellers from listing other items, and there were
brand new users selling these stamps every day. The prices have started to come back up, but no telling how
long that will last.

During this same period, Andy Jakes forwarded an email to me from Peter Tukker about some stamps that
he found on Alibaba. There was a link in the message and it took you to a site that shows stamps for sale, in-
cluding: 2017 BCA Flag coil and the 2019 Flag booklet. You had to buy a minimum of 1,000 pieces, or ten
rolls of stamps. If you bought between 1,000-9,999 pieces, the price was $0.03 apiece, from 10,000-99,999,
they were $0.02 apiece and if you bought greater than 99,999, they were $0.01 apiece.

I placed an order with them for ten rolls of stamps. It came to a total of $75 for the rolls and that included
the shipping by UPS, and it arrived less that a week later. Since then I have found that they also have for sale
the 2016 Patriotic Spiral booklet, 2018 US Flag coil, 2019 Star Ribbon, 2019 Love Hearts Blossom, 2020
Boutonniere, 2020 Made of Hearts. I plan to place an order to determine which fakes they are, or to determine
if these are something new.

g
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Figure 1 - Examples of suspected counterfeit stamps purchased on Alibaba.
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Designing Your Own Stamp Pages

By Scott Walker

There are many different stamp albums available on the commercial market, but what do you do when you
can't find pages that are set up for specifically what you want to collect? I was faced with this dilemma many
years ago when I began to expand my PNC collection beyond plate strips of 5 and found the ideal solution by
designing and creating my own album pages. It was not an easy thing to do, but through an iterative trial-and-
error process I eventually created pages that I'm happy with. In this article, I'll describe how I create my pages
in the hope that other PNC collectors will find it useful and they won't have to go through the pain and suffer-
ing of the prolonged design process.

Several different skills come together when designing and printing your own stamp album pages. Consider-
ations must be made as to the overall design of the pages themselves (which can vary widely depending on
what you want to collect) which includes page borders, descriptions, fonts, and boxes to show where the
stamps will go on the album page. Some collectors choose to use fancy page borders and fonts while others
choose simplicity. I've seen some amazingly beautiful pages that were aesthetically pleasing in design, ar-
rangement, color, descriptions, and stamp details. I'm a more utilitarian collector when it comes to stamp pag-
es, so I chose to use simple borders and fonts. The beauty of designing your own pages is that you can choose
whatever you like.

My pages (figure 1) are designed to include relevant information on the bottom part of the space for the
stamp such as printer, press type, watermark, tagging, issue city, and issue date. By keeping the information on
the bottom half of the space, I can lift the bottom of the mount to view the information for the issue if a stamp
is mounted over it.

UNITED STATES

18¢ Flag Over Lighthouse

Issue City: Portland, Maine 04101
Issue Date: April 24, 1981

Imperforate Imperforate Between Tagging Omitted
Plate 1 Plate 1
Printar. Buresu of Engraving and Printing (BEP)
Preas Typs: E, Model 761
Paper Typs: Typel
G " Water-Activanes
I-I;'?'rrg'sm:: Plate 1

Figure 1 - Simple page layout with border, header, and stamp boxes.

Page 103 August 2021



Designing Your Own Stamp Pages (continued)

Although pages can be drawn and lettered by hand, I chose to use computer software for my pages. There
are many wonderful commercial software applications that can be used to design pages and each has their pros
and cons. There isn't a wrong program to use if you end up with printed stamp pages you're happy with. I use
Microsoft Powerpoint (figure 2) for my pages but could have easily gone with Microsoft Word or Publisher,
Adobe InDesign, Scribus, or
LucidPress. There are also
websites that allow you to
create your own pages online 0 O
and download the finished L] UNITED STATES
pages. I chose Powerpoint as e e n
it was readily available as part — S
of Microsoft Office, I had a ETJ
lot of experience using the mj ==
program, and once a page is OC_]
designed it is easy to copy
elements from the page to use N
on new pages. Each element L
on a page is an object that can
be easily sized, moved, and
adjusted until you achieve your perfect design.

Finally, printing pages is as critical as design and software selection. Choosing the right paper or cardstock
for your pages is important. The paper you choose should be "archival" and be both acid and lignin free. Lig-
nin is formed in the support tissues of most plants and over time can degrade and discolor stamps. Acid is pro-
duced by the decomposition of lignin over time and can transfer to stamps causing further damage. The thick-
ness of papers can vary widely from regular sheets of office paper, special papers made for other hobbies like
scrapbooking, or cardstock. For stamp album pages, I use various colors of 110 Ib cardstock as I've found it to
be sturdy and can handle a lot of wear and tear. My pages are printed on a Canon MG7720 inkjet printer,
which I prefer to laser printers as I’ve had toner flake off pages in the past. I mount my pages in Lighthouse
Grande 3-ring binders and use paper reinforcements on the front and back of each page. I use paper rather than
plastic reinforcements as I've found that the plastic tends to shed sticky adhesive to the posts of the binders.

001 - 3¢ Flag Oves Lighenouse (1911991~ =

Figure 2 - Page layout in Microsoft Powerpoint.

UNITED STATES UNITED STATES UNITED STATES

20¢ Fiag Over Sapvame Court sxsegh - LB ) e ODemervinated Farwers from the Ganbes

s Bs L - ]

HH|EHE

FEF TR

Figure 3 - Pages from my collection showing different layout designs
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