American Clock Appears on Postage Stamp 


The American Clock definitive stamp features artist Lou Nolan's rendering of the dial, or face, of a banjo clock. This elegant timepiece was made circa 1805 by Simon Willard (1753-1848) of Roxbury, Massachusetts. American Clock is the second stamp in the American Design series.

The stamp art depicts the clock's painted iron dial, which has simple scrolled hands, Roman numerals, and a keyhole. The dial is crowned with the patriotic symbol of an eagle.

Lou Nolan’s previous projects for the Postal Service include five stamps in the Transportation series (School Bus, Dog Sled, Milk Wagon, Popcorn Wagon, and Elevator), the Certified Public Accountants stamp (1987), the Bill of Rights stamp (1989), and the first 5 stamps in the American Design series: American Toleware (2002), American Clock (2003), Tiffany Lamp (2003), Navajo Jewelry (2004), and Chippendale Chair (2004).

