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-of antiquated Scott Numbers and the accidental omission of several new ¢oil issues

Velcome to I989 ! Weleams, 2lso, to one of the odder-sounding pieces of mail you will likaly
receive, this moath! The title is courtesy of one of our local snthusiasts who alse collects "restling
on Stamps” and is curreatly lotbying for a "Gorzeous Ceorga" commemorative . Things could nave beem much
stranger; at least wwe rowdies insisted we call this " LICGME 1t v . and who said philatelists werse
all stuffy, humorless old cranks ! :

The GOQD news 1is that word of this little label study is swiftly spreading ( thanks to such great
pudlicists as Steve Zsrazi, Ken Lawrence, Tom iaeder and others ) zad gracdually ferreting out other
secret label fiendas who once Yelieved { as did we all } that they were lone and cnly in their peculiar
fascinations, We have also been brought in, out of the cold, under the prestigious umbrella of the
Plate Hlumber Coll Study Group which should greatly improve access to coil lavel data and, perhass, to
one or two large label accumulations for examination and study.: Best of 2ll, the response to the
"Preliminary Xey to Transportation/PNC Coil Labels" has been very favorable, with many of you sendin
in corrections, suggestions, questions and additions. ) : .

The BAD news is that all of those above-mentioned Teader-responses nave clearly pointed dut that
the "Label Key", published in October of 1988, is already severely out of date and desperataly in need
of sone prevty drastic revision, Our do-it-yourself "Interim Checklist" likewise suffers from a cluteh

Wa promlse { lNew Year's Resolution #I ) to have a completely revised "label Key" ready in time for
STaMpsHOY B9 and at lesst a partial "daster Label Catalogue" available by year's end, We're presently
working on a brief summary of labals and label collecting for the I929 edition of the "Catalog of Plate
Number Coils" and also hope to have one or two small “Label? articles ( or reprints from these news-
letters ) in future issues of "The Plate Number". Busy, Busy, Busy 2

This "label newsletter" was originzlly conciesved as a means of exchanging new information, ideas
for collecting, partners willing to trade, lots of chatty gossip, Ve still hope to so do, in future,
but this first issue is soberly loaded with dour announcemsnts of some of the more drastic changes and
innovations in the Label Identification Code system. The old "Preliminary Key" will still remain our
basic refarence work ( and is still free on reguest ) but you might do well to severaly blus-pencil
those considerable portions of your copy which we are ahout %o render obscleta. :

This issye will slso premiers the first ?art of a long saries of "Labels I1lustrated™, an episodic
1isting of all currently lnown label designs | and major variations ) by coil denomination with notes

on colors, papers, Plates and Caps ( whera known }. These sheets will, with your corrections, additions,
much-solicited input, form the foundaticn of the projected "iHaster Label Cataloguer, :

We have a lot of ground to cover and I’ve already used up most of.this page! 'But, before plowing
on, I'd like to thank some of our recent Contributors to the Causs ¢ will HMessra. Caponi, Clark,
Eastman, Greenwood, Lipson, Niblick and St Laurent kindly. stand up and take a bow !

Short Notes

ADVERTISING on COIL LASZLS? Probably not! NWor is this an
advance case of Postal Privitization but, no doudt, the
competition over at United Parcel Service is getting 3 big
-bang out of this parsicular "constant dis variety"! 3o far,
all 500-series labels for 7.6¢ Carreta, 8.4¢ Wheelchair and
I3.2¢ Coal Car ( shown enlarged 2004 ) share this kink.
B.E.P., seems in no hurry to set things right; why "create”
an error By releasing a "corrected" version ?

ERRCR CORRECTICN: 20;PC Flag, originally listed as issued
in coils of 500 only, was also released in 3000-size rolls;
labels are known for both. .

PRE-TRANSPORT LABELS. We've had several letters asking if
weé are also planning te branch out. { or back, as it were )
to labels of tha "Americana", "Liberty" and other older
¢oil series., This was nrot our original intent but, if some
of .you are interested in these "Golden Cldies", drop us a
line and w2'll try to link you up.



Drastic Revisions Coming to Label Key 1}

ost in nead of aodification: label paper and adhesive types; descripticn of
jon of lebel design types. Label papers and adhesives are covered in a ’

se, Rub ie, LIC Fe, Love Fe ".

7IC LADEL COLOR = Ye are not ahandaning the request for precision in reporting label coler, but we
are acknowledging that cetermination of specific, amsolute tint or hue is probably unnecessary
and may, in fact, be detrimental, for most labels. we are falling back on one of our pet
ories ... the idea that changes in 1zbel color KUST heve been radically obvious IF they were meant to
significant. This means that, faor most same-cdencmination labels, ve are dealing with only 2 few,
ie, intenticnal colors which, through miner variations in paper stock, printing pressure, and over-
under-inking, may APFEAR to be different. In most cases, it should be encugh o simply c2ll a label
.ue", note that it comes in "light" and/or "dark" shades, and move on to the next itenm,
The "Labels Tllustrated" series, beginring in this nevisletter, will mzke great use of such vague,
.scientific color terms 23 nglue-Green”, 121ye~Cray", etc. for basic color values and will also note

aspicucus wechangeling” verieties of unknown origin, 4 ngpecial case” exception will be made for the
"Jumbo® I7¢ and I7¢PC-overprinted labels but, on the whole, we will

ffling spectrum of colors used on
ke & cetermined effort to limit our color descriptions to basic, sinple, commonly-understood terms.
SE1 DESICHN TYFE CLASSIFICATION : AT Jeast two contributors have warned thst our use cf the same
design "Type" number ( &.E.: ng v, H32M, etc } to designate different nSplit Design" Types
for beth 500- AKD 2000-series 1abels is confusing and potentially very misileading. Hor is
ere much tenefit to be derived in substituting & sat of arbitrarily chosen divisions ( with "Hull
i just as easily use the real mezsurement-numbers,

165", "Unconfirmed Openings” Cete, ) where we could
\stezd. Rather than note "560—33“ or "3000-53", why not the more logical ng3Ta" or "556" ... the

-tual lengths of the getermining "D to T! spans 2 (Cne major researcher has gone oné step further with
computer printeout that 1lists both the wD to T" span gnd the uCopyright Line' length for svery lavel,
nether "500" or “3000". ... Thus some very specific LTCs for "S25/I5", ug,9/I4", and w§T6/I2".
inally, our student-investigators hzve unesrthed tWo cases { so far ) where more than ona "Type" of
hrch" Design ( previously designated only by 3 lone "AM prefix letter } exists for labels of the same
alue! Good reasons for & drassic overhaul of the ways in which we formulate our Label ID Codes !

Bus first, 2 short review "o

D to T" : ALl labels bear the viording
roughly semi-circular segments by

etter "D" of "United" roughly opposite the letter

lcross the width of the labtel, is our determining span.

shat letter D" to the cutermost edge of the crossbar on "T" and ... Voila!l the "D to T" 1

ny o BN : A smaller number of labels have the wording "United States Postage®™ in an untroken "Arch" or
————  gami-circle 2¢T0SS +he top of the 1stel: quentitative ngaot or "3000% appearing below this

solid curve, Here, we measurse fron the end of the top pProng of "y in "United” to the end of the top

angle of *=" in ntpostage” ( this line grazes "N and nibbles on MG" ) to derive our U to L" spen !

" @ Line" @ Hearly 211 laztels have a3 Copyright Listing in the lower rin, usually in & straight line,

—_— entle curve, Measurement js made in a straight line from the outermost

sccaisionally in a
} to the final fragment of date.

Wie target three areas h
.¢ label colors; classificac
irate article titled n Strip

£ WHAT we are measuring and HGW :

nilnited States Postage"; most have that wording "Split" into two

the quantitative fumbers "500M OR “3000". This places the
wpn of "Ppstage™; the distance between these two,

Measure from the top ( outermost ) corner of

wit of the circled ¢ ({©

All measurements are taken in millimeters ( much more sccurate than inches ) to the rearest half-
millimeter. You must allow for minor differences in similar spans, from label to lzbel, due to slight
expansion and/or contraction within the dies used for printing and/or the papers of the lahels, them-
sclves, Image doubling is very common ; be certain you are measuring only the basic image and KCT its

offsett shadow !
NEW LIC FORMULATION METHODS : Label Identification Codes will, from now on, be written as " 3 DT/ &Y
for "Split”-Design labels, and " AU-E/ @®" for "irch"-Design labels; simply

insert the proper "span length", in millimeters for each value.
Twio further modificatlons, both minor : “Emblems", the chird mein Design Type, feature an illus-
their design. 500~ apd 300C-series WEmblems" are also,

nrayion of their coil's %vasie image as part of

basically "Arch" Designs; I00-series vEmblems" are a quite separaie case. Sinca there are only twelve

"Emblem" 1sbels in all, 5O major variations lmovm, we will retain the simple prefix nEw without "U-E/ & "

data, "Jumbos”, the distinctive set of 1zbels whose overall diameters are larger than the noim, have
revigusly incorporated tha abbreviation "J* immediatly after the "Spiit" Type Humber ; we propose that

the "J" be moved to the head of the line so that the item formerlE Yrown as "55J" new becomes njs DT .

Finally, for those of you who have already spent long hours oding your labels according to the

cld LIC system, we will continue to list the "Cid LIC" ccdes 2lang with the "iew LIC" codes for every

item in the "“Labels Illustrated"” sheets. )



Strip Me ! Hub Me § LIC Me ! Love Me !

while the "Preliminary Key" did note that coil labels were printed on several types of paper, it

s thought that these paper differences vera far less important To 1abel identification than were the

re obvious.changes in color, desiga and die configuraticn. Consequently, our description of these

wag cursory, at bsst, and the follow-up hints for label stripping ( removal of wrapper and

hesive ) left much to e desired. Since then, we have critically re-examined both- subjects and can.

w present a more detailed account of the major paper/adhesive Types with "best method® reconmendations

r safely stripping each Type.
e currently recognize Tour main Types of paper/adhesive stock used for “Transportation/PNc“ coil

bels. Most valuea were printed on. only one paper Type except for the small group of early issues .

irtly printed on the distinctive Type I "Jumbo" labels and a larger cluster of I985 issues printed on

sth "standard" Type 4T label paper and on fluorescent Type 1L stock.

fpe I : White, uncoated paper; heat-gctivated achesive. This Type was used exclusively for the 500~
and 3000-series nJumbo" labels. The printing suriace is a plain, dull white; the reverse

. has a thick, waxy coating of heat-sensitive adhesive resin which has, in too many cases,

egun warping and curlins, damaging the jzbel. Fortunately, sgrripping" is quite easy.

imming off as much excessd wrapper es possitle. This should be done to 21l labels, even
f you do not intend to continue stripping them, Place the trimmed label face down on 2 clean sheet of .
hite paper and liberally douse the back, cello and all, with lighter fluid ( "Ronsonel" seems best ).
ently work a blunt xnife betwcen the wet wrapper and label paper and sicoWly pesl back the wad of cello.
our on more fluid if you hit a stubborn spot. Vipo off excess fluid with a clean Tra§ and set aside to
ry., Seme of the minor creases and folds in older labels can be partly removed by carefully scraping
T some of the adhesive resin with 2 sharp kaife. L0 NOT vry to iren out blemishes; contact with even
. medium-hot iron will im@cdiatly re-activate the adhesive H .

{ype IL . = myhite", coated paper; glossy backing; pressure-sensitive adhesive, This Type wWas usad for
a1l I00-series labels, all 500-series items { save Jumbos ) from 1981 to mid-I9835, all 3000-
.. series labels ( Junbos excepted ) from 1981 througk I983. The print surface varies in tone
from "whits®" to “cream" and has a faintly shiny finish, These coler variations may be due o normal
zgeing or, more 1likely, to minor differences in the original paper etock. -The finish is ezsily bruised;
a pencil mark or dirt smudgs is usually ( wmfoptunately ) -permanent. The label reverse has 2 hard, very
glossy backing, asually yelleowish, which acts as a barrier between the smear of viscous,adhesive and the
generally porous label papeT. .

~ stripping Type T ' labels requirses two separate operations. vle recommend that you first manuall§
peal off the cellophane wrapper. This is a tedious, time-consuming chore ol old, “stale" labels; on y
slightly easier for npost Office-fresh" examples. A sharp ynife can help !start" a fold or corner,
gentle, patient finger-work i3 the best and safest nethod, We've had excellent results peeling labels
directiy under a I00 Watt bulb mounted in a goose-neck lamp; the heat helps scften the adhesive and the
1light aids in unraveling the Gordian Knot of wrapper pleats, Once the cellophane has been .completely
removed, the stlcky adhesive must be dealt with. If you are doing labels in batches, peeled items can
be temporarily tacked to & candle stub or a sheet of commercial backing paper { walve enclosed 3 blank
piece of Fasson jabel stock ) while waiting. To remove the adhesive, place the 1abal face downm on a
clean sheet of white pa er and_thoroughly so2X the “gum" with lighter fluid, With a soft, clean raf_ .
( we used old diapers! ), gently rub the dissolved achesive off che lzbel and onto the adjacent blotter
paper untill none remains,. rLou may have to do this twics, soaking and rubbing, to entirely ¢lean the
backing; should the lapel shift during rubbing, check to be sure you naven't accidentally smeared some
of the. residual goop onto the Iacel .

Type I : Vhite, FLUORESCENT paper; no backing;,pressure-sensitive cdhesive. This paper Type is, so
far, restricted to 500-series lavels produced_in late 1935 for somg { but not all J colls_of
3.44PC, 4.9¢PC, 64, 8.34PC,. I0.I4FC I1¢, I2¢FC, 12.5¢PC, I8¢PC, 21.1¢ and 22¢ Flag, mostLly
in pals blue ink. These labels have two unusuai featuras: the paper is hignly flucrescent easily dis-
tinguished under pltraviolet light and the labels completely lack reverse-side backing. fne absence of
a barrier-surface betveen label and wrapper has allowed the adnesive to-seep into the porous paper fibre
and makes clean, safe. stripping extremely difficult., You may choose to merely trim the wrapper and let
it go at that! Ve offer two fairly reasonable methods but neither is completely fool-proof.

Place the label face down on a clean sheet of white paper and briefly run a hot iron { at Cotton or
¥ool setting ) across half the wrappsr, anchoring the other nalf with your fingers. This will liguify
the adhesive just long gnough for you to pry bzck the cello with a sharp ¥nife; repeat the procedure for
the rest of the label. Fast and easy BUT ... you do run the risk of accidentally scorching the label
fazce and you will gev nowling grief from wives or lovers. Practice first on cheap vgaconds”.

Alternately, try manually peeling the label ag far as possible. dext , continue stripping with a
sharp knife and 1ighter fluid. This will get very messy and you must take great care not to "thin” the
label,  Even if you succeed in completely recoving the cellophane, the label will still be slizhtly
sticky and may have to pe transferred to wax paper for mounting or stor2ge.

most 3000-§eries_labels from & 1964 to present [ small runs on Type I paper &s late as 1986
and for all 500-series labels since I986. Printing suriace is often a bright white, faintly
shiny, and reverse surface has a thin, colorless matte packing. Recent 500" labels are very thin and
semi-transparant. :

Thess labels can Dbe stripped following the same two-SLep method described for paper Type X 3 most
will peel easily but, during soaking and rubbing, be carefull not to crunple thesa very thin items.

Tracking chenges in label paper Types may be usefull in assigning'?lateffcap Position data, partl=
eularly for coils with a iong-life histary of production. Zvery Jittle bit helps! From now on, wa will
1ist label paper Types as m 1pI,.lpH, 1pH, 1pIV " in the Lzbel Identification Codes and all other label

illustraticns and descriptions.

Type IV = Vihite, coated paper; matte backing; pressure-sensitive adhesive. This Type has been used_fog
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# terrible pun,.but a good Introducticn to cne of the more baflfling sets of r5C0" labels,

The "Preliminary Key" illustrated one of these 5.2¢ labels under the ¥“Split 3" Type and noted that
this was 2 "transitional design, full of compromises and experimental cuirks. Zlsewhere, we nantioned
that soue lahels would not fit neatly into our LIC system without considerable footnotation. Zehold, 2
perfect illustration! From "A" to "H", eight diflerent { but znnoyingly similar } "500" Sleighs !

4 : SILk/09, peper I, pale Blue : This is a "standard™ I983-styls label, comparzble to those orinted
- for I¢1 7.4¢, 1I¢, etc, -but qlishtly smaller than the norms of our oid nTiny Die® SI Type. Our pale
8lus cazme from a roll of piates #3/5; any other colors or plate sizhiings, out there ?

B : 821/2I, paper I, rosa Red : Guite a contrast! o other set of labels exhibits such variation in
typeface or such an oddbsll arrangement of dangling data bits. %e confess that "Split Tyre 37 was

originally written up to accommodate the parzmeters of these wacko beauries. Only the overprinted run

of "Jumbo 500" labels comes even close to this format, This example is confirmed on rolls of plate F1/2.

¢ : Same basic data as "B but... A genulne "Nissing Date" variety! At first, wc assumed the “IDG3"

slug was accidentally knocked out of the die holder; later, ws began wondering 1if it might not have
been the other way around, that the printers had forgotten to insert the date in the first place! Also
found on plates §I/2, this variety turns up often enough to make it only merginally scarce.

D : s22/22, paper I, rose Red : Ve still have three lines of data "dangling" under the basic cirelst,

but we also have scme substantial changes in. typeface! The enlavged "500" and reduced "5.24" bring
the overall design closer, in appearance, to that ol most other labels of the period, Unforuunately, the
"D.tg-T" and " @ -line"” spans are so close to those of example "EY that this very different itam has bheen
lost, more than once, in the confusign, HKeeping in mind that this is the ghird label design for 8 coll
with only two non-precanceled plate combinations, does anyone have a confirmed plate sighting ?

E : sItk/09, paper I, pale Blue : A parfect match with item "AM, ripght down to the tin} "Shilling Mark”
flaw just anead of the "F" in PCSTAGE; the inserted "PRECANCELLED" slug is identical to that used on

the PC versiecns of "T'iny Die” II¢ Caboose. ' The plating is confirmed at #3/5, out which Gap? And does
it come in any other colors ?

F : S2I/2, paper II, rose Red : The top and bottom thirds of this label are nearly identical to those afl
item "B, but the midsection is tightly crammed with miniaturized lines of data...including the term
"Frecancaledﬁ 1WICE, in different typefaces! Ieported on plates #1/2, but which Cap ?

G : Same basic data as "E" but... "Precanceled" only once, in very tiny type, ond an empty, gaping sloc.
It's easy to assume that the second, bolder "PRECANCELEDY fell out of the die holder but, as with the
"Data/No Date" controversy surrounding items "B" and "C', we can’t be absolutely certain. I3 there any

significance in the fact that most examples of this item are found printed in extremely pale rose? At
least, we have a confirmation:for plates #I/2, Gap 6L/R,

H : S22/22, paper rose Red : Another compromisa; the reduced "5.2¢" and enlarged "500" from item "D',

the large "$26,00" and "USPS 19837 frem "B" or "E", the three cramped data lines from "G". Confirmed
on rolls of plate #3/5, Gap 5L.

Onz final problem : e have no labels yet confirmed for plates #4/6 [ Frecanceled only ), and many
Gaps to go. aAlso rumours and suspicions that other label variations may exist! It keeps us awake at
night, tossing and turning, whispering “Please, 3leigh it ain't o ¢ ", Plecasa !
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... coming in the March "LABEL MANIAY ...

11 iAbout Emblems : riore than you probzbly want to know about the "Decorzted
Dozen', including tab folds, plate lines, design shifts, ... Whatever |

rading Partners : Aimed at collectors looking to swap duplicates., Drop us a
1ine with a2 brief outline of your general "extras" and "wants"; we'il put
you in print and guarantee you some interesting mail !

'Labels Illustrated", part two : Continuing the pre-Catalogue with 500-series
Tabels for 5.9¢ through 8.5¢ ... perhaps into the 9.3¢s, as well !

orrections & Additions : YOUR discoveries! New designs, colors, Plates, Gaps;
your chance to be immortalized { or, at least, publicly thanked ! ) in the
Philatelic Mini-Press !

JABEL MANTA is mailed free to anyone genuinely interested in learning about or
rontributing to the pursuit and study of U.S. "Pransportation/PNC" coil labels,
le eagerly welcome all suggestions, enquiries, theories, discoveries. Whether
rou have five labels or 5,000, you CAN help !

Coil Label -Study Group
c/o David E. B,-LaVerzne
) 27 Braddock Park

Boston, MA 02I16-58I6

FIRST CLASS MAIL




