(5c) Nondenominated Seacoast (AP) (SA)

Plate Number Comparisons

PNC ID 2003-5

By Frank Covey

The new plate number P2222 on the 3K roll of the Ashton-Potter Self-Adhesive has notable differences from plate number P1111.  The printing of plate number P2222 in the lower right corner is shorter than the printing of  plate number P1111.  The year shown in the lower left corner of both stamps is 2003, but the plate number P1111 stamp has the year in bolder type.

Backnumbers on P1111 were twenty stamps apart and could be upside down or right side up.  On P2222 backnumbers are ten apart and are right side up.  Backnumbers can be 4-digits, 3-digits or 2-digits in length just the way it was on P1111.   However, if you have a backnumber strip that has an odd number as the second digit from the right, this must come from a P2222 roll because P2222 rolls have backnumbers every ten stamps while P1111 rolls do not.  For example, a strip with backnumber 1430 must, at the present time, come from a P2222 3K roll because the second digit from the right is odd.

The stamps of both plate numbers have die cutting on all four sides.  This is unusual for self-adhesive coil stamps as most have a straight edge at the top and the bottom and die cutting on the sides.  When die cutting appeared on all four sides of the SA Seacoast stamp, it was deemed an experiment.

The Catalog Committee assigns PNC ID 2003-5 to both plates P1111 and P2222 as P2222 is considered another plate number of the same issue.
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P1111


Taller than P2222





P2222


Shorter than P1111
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Year 2003 Bold


On P1111





Year 2003 Less Bold


On P2222








