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Plate ‘that fire destroyed’
may be next Pumper find

By Ken Lawrence

Be on the lookout for rolls
of 20¢ Fire Pumpers from
Platez 1 and 2. They could be
next to turn up.

Quantities of Plates 3 and 4
are now widely available,
demonstrating that vault sup-
plies weren't rotated very
well, since those plates were
among the earliest lo press.
They were canceled early
also, on Feb. 16, 1982, the
same date that Plate 1 was re-
tired.

Plate 2 was canceled Jan. 8,
1982, after 241,235 impres-
sions, yielding 4,342,230
PNCs, more than four times
as many as were printed from
Plates 12 and 14. It should
not be a scarce number, and
in used condition it isn’ but
in mint strips it's the key to
the Pumpers.

Parly that's because of the
folk tale which holds that

TPN's Data Bank givas
latest officlal USPS text
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Paid circulation this is-
sue is 323.

“The trouble with the story is
that it isn't true, at least it
isn’'t for Plate 2."

Plate 2 was destroyed in a fire
at the Burean of Engraving
and Printing.

Philately thrives on ironic
images, like airplanes flying
upside down, s0 this was the
PNC version, a fire wagon
consumed in a blaze. The leg-
end of Plate 2 was launched
by Steve Esrati and endlessly
recycled by him and other
wrilers, including myself.

One of Esrati’s accounts of
the demise of Plate 2 ap-
peared, for example, on Page
5 of TPN for February 1986,
the first issue of this publica-
tion. The trouble with the sto-
ry is that it isn’t true, at least
itisn't for Plate 2,

A fire did break out at 2:45
am. at the Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing's annex
building on March 5, 1982,
damaging five of the Cottrell
presses. Two of them were
crippled so badly that they
had to be scrapped, while two
others were back in service
within 72 hours,

Press 802, which suffered
the worst damage, was being
used to print 20¢ Fire Pumper
coils when the fire broke out,
but not from Plate 2, which,
as we've seen, had been can-
celed almost two months ear-
lier.

An early report about the

blaze in Linn's listed Plates 9
and 10 as the ones affected,
bat that tumed out to be erro-
necus. Actually lost were
Plates 7 and 8.

That may help to explain
why those plate numbers have
always seemed scarcer than
the reported number of im-

pressions printed would seem
to warrant. Probaly a lot of
Plate 7 and 8 production was
lost to the fire and cleanup.

Other stamps that were be-
ing printed on that shift were
the 20¢ Consumer Education
coil, the 10.9¢ Hansom Cab
coil, and the 13¢ Crazy Horse
sheat stamp.

The May 1982 issue of The
United States Specialfist tells
the whole story.

Prices off sharply after finds
of Fire Pumper Plates 12, 14

By Stephen G. Esrati

1 took the 1988 Plate Num-
ber Coil Catalog 1o the print-
er on April 29 because sever-
al ads were [ate. It was lucky
for me!

On April 20, Plates 12 and
14 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper
were found in large quantity
by a collector in Indianapolis.
The catalog had a 3300 price
on them. It still does, but
there is a wamning notice that
6,000 strips of these rare
strips had just been found.

The reason the catalog price
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was not changed was because
all catalog prices are based on
dealers’ sales prices. No
strips from the new find had
yet been put on sale when the
catalog went to the printer, so
the price stayed.

For the record, buying ads
in Linn's that week (issue of
May 2) for these strips carried
prices in agreement with the
catalog’s retail price estimate.
M&M/Southwest offered 550
for a strip of three and $190

Please turn to Page 66
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TPN’s Data Bank

From now on, The Plate Num-
ber will reprint parts of USFS in-
Jormaziion on new coil LAl
text is that of USPS. Where 1ex
has beem added or revised by
TEN, it appears in bracksty.

Conesioga Wagon

The vertically oriented stamp
... is based on & photo from
the book, Conestoga Wagon
1750-1850, by George Shum-
way.

The stamp design shows a
side-rear view of the wagon
highlighting its characteristic
features: the rounded bed with
up-turnad front and rear, the
high side waells, oversized
wheels, and extended wooden
bows framing the canvas cov-
ar.

The artwerk and typography
appear in marcon. *Conesloga
Wagon 1800s" stretches
across the top of the stamp in
wo linas of serif type. *USA 3°
appears lo the Isft of the front
of the wagon. The stamp, the
first definitive issue of 1988,
replaces the Cottrell-printed 3-
cont Railroad Handcar issued
in 1983,

This gracefully designed
covered wagon lakes its name
from the community in which it
was built, At first these wag-
ons only carried furs and sup-
plies between Lancaster
County and Philadelphia. How-
over, they soon became the
primary tools for overland
freight hauling to new settle-
ments in the Ohio Valley,

The boat-like shape of the
wagon was practical as well
as atractive. The high front,
rear and side walls helped in
floating the wagon across
deep streams as well as im-
proving the wagon's handling
and maneuverability, thereby
smocthing out the hills, val-
leys and rocky mountain roads
of westward expansion.

Issus Date: Feb. 29, 1983
{First U.S. stamp ever issued
on “leap year day.”)

First-day city: Conestoga,
Pa.

Printing process: Intagiio
(B Press, BEP)
Color: Maroon (PMS 208)
Slze: 0.71 x 0.82 inches
of 18.0 x 20.82mm
(image area)
£.87 x 0.96 inches

or 22,09 «x
24.38mm (overall)
Plats number: One singie
digit every 52nd stamp
Stamps per coll: 100, 500
and 3,000

“E” Stamp

The “E" stamp, the fifth non-
denominated stamp produced
by the Postal Servica (Editor's
note: This statement is in er-
ror. The United States issuad
four lettered stamps as weil as
two undenominated 10-cent
Christmas stamps in 1975)
breaks tradition from previous
issues by featuring a dramatic
and colorful view of the Earth
from outer space. Blue oceans
and burnt-orange North Ameri-
ca peek through a tapesty of
white clouds covering the
planet. Qutar space creates a
spectacular backdrop of lay-
ered colors. A center band of
brilliant yellow gradually
yields 1o red and finally forms
a frame of blue, punctuated by
small white stars,

A whita letter "E* iooms in
the upper left cornar of the im-
age, paralieled at lower left by
the word, “Earth.” “Domestic”
appears in red beside "USA,"
in blue, on a white background
below the stamp image.

... [T] he stamp is taken from
an original painting based on
compasite pholograchs provid-
ed by the National Aeronautics
fand] Spaca Administration
(NASA). The subject, Earth,
was chosan to comespond with
the letlar “E.”

The stamps were producad
over the last three years and
stored pending their use with
a future postage rate change.

The Postal Servica empha-
sized that the *E” stamps are
for use within the United
States only. Their use is pro-
hibited on intarnational mail,
which requires denominated
poetage.

lssue Date: March 22, 1988

Flrst-day city: Washington,
DC.

Printing process: Gravure
(BEP Andreotti Press)

Colors: Red, blue, yellow
and black

Size: 0.71 x 0.82 inches
or 18.03 x
20.82mm (image
area)

0.87 x 0.96 inches
or 22.1 x 24.4mm
(overall)
Piate number: Four single
digits [every 24th stamp]
Stamps per coll: 100, 500
and 3,000

Flag Over Yosamite

The stamp features the UU.S.
Flag in the top half of the
stamp, billowing over Haif
Dome, Yosamite's most strik-
ing example of glacier-carved
granite. The famous vertical
clitf face appears in an icy
bive, climbing dramatically
from a dense blue-green for-
est of ponderosa pinas, which
stand guard ajong the still wa-
tors of the Merced River. The
pines grow in size and proxim-
ity toward the right of the
stamp until the ree lops near-
ly touch the tip of Old Gilory.

“USA 25" appears in the low-
er right, stacked in white serif
lettaring against the foliage.
The word *Yosemite,” is print-
ed in dark green serit type
along the bottom leh of the
image.

issus date: May 20, 1088

First-day city: Yosemite,
Calif.

Printing process: Intaglio
(B Press, BEP)

Colors: Red (PMS 185U,
blue {PMS 2995U) and green
(PMS 582U)

Size: 0.71 x 0.82 inches
or 18.0 x 20.Bmm
(mage area)

0.87 x 0.96 inches
of 22.1 x 24.4mm
(overall)

Plate numbaer: Cne single
digit every 52nd stamp

Stamps per coll: 500 and
3,000

Penalty stamps

Like the “E" Series (non-
denominated) Penaity Mail is-
sues, [15¢, 20¢ and 25¢]
stamps are being printed en-
tirely by offset lithography on
pre-phosphored paper. The
stamps carry no plate num-
bers, and are being produced
only in coils of 100.

Popcorn Wagaon

The 18.7-cent precanceled
stamp will be popular with
mailers ... because the de-
nomination represents the
basic bulk mail rate. More
than 500 million such stamps
are purchased each year.

FDC Totals

2T1B Re-engraved Locomotive 169,484
5T1B Milk Wagon 162,57t
74T1 Tractor *167,555
8.5T1 Tow Truck *224,285
10T1 Canal Boat 171,952
17.5T1 Racing Car 162,571
27T Test coil 151,686
*{tagged and precanceled)

Updated schedule - .. . ..

of 1988 PNC stamps - -

sued only 43 & precancel.)
25¢

reporiad.

(Starmpe are Estedby tentatlve date of issue. A “P" means the stamp will be ls-

Flag Over Yossmite — May 20, Yossmite, CA

10.1¢  Oll Wagon, new pracancel — June 27, Washington, D.C. P
16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon — July 7, Chicage IL. P

15¢  Tugboat — July 12

13.2¢  Railroad Coal Car — July 19, Pittsburgh, PA, P
84¢  Wheslchalr— Aug. 12, Tucson, AZ. P

21¢  Raliroad Mall Car — Aug. 18, Santa Fe, NM. P
20¢  Cable Car— Aug. 30, San Francisco, CA.

7.5¢  Carreta— Aug, 30, San Jose, CA. P

53¢  Elevator - Sepl. 18, New York, NY. P

205¢ Fire Engine — Sepl. 28, San Angelo, TX. P
24.1¢  Tandem Bike — Qct. 26, Redmond, WA, P

13¢  Police Patroi Wagon — Oct, 29, Anaheim, CA. P
25¢  Honeybee — Postponed.

Note: Soms of thess dates and fitst-<lay skes ans revised from thosa praviously
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The design ... uses a profile
of the Cretors Numbar 1 Wag-
on, Modal 1902. A glass case
at the right encioses [Charles
C.] Cretors' now-familiar pop-
corm pan, suspendad above a
mound of freshly popped pro-
duce. Under the cancpy, his
oy “Rosty Tosty” clown danc-
o8 abova the cylindrical pea-
nut roaster.

‘Popcorn Wagon® is cen-
tered atop of the stamp in ser-
it type, above *1902" at Rush
right, and *16.7 USA’ at flush
left Both the vignette and taxt
are printed in a ruddy red. The
precanceling endorsament,
*S8ulk Rate,” runs vertically
along the left side of the coil
stamp snd is printed in biack.
Like the image and text, the
Bulk Rate andorsament is
printed intaglio,

..]lln 1888, Mr. Cretors
snatched the snack right out
of the flames. Using a steam
engine that aiso rcastad pea-
nuts, he coched his popcorn in
a heatsd mixture of butter,
lard and salt,

Paasersby his Chicage con-
fection shop stopped o ook at
the new-fangled contraption
and to watch the toy "Rosty

PNC albums.

RS2, PSS, PS7

Cottrell issues to
Singles
Cottrell issues to
Bindazs
Perfect (2 post)

Excellent
Slip case

membara of PNC3

Lighthouse albums

I carry a full line of Lighthouse

Other presses from

Other presses from

(13 ring)

My usual discount of 10% applies to
purchases over $100.
.{In Ohic add 7%.)

Stephen G. Esrati

P.Q. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130
™ (216) 561-9393

Tosty" man dance around
while the peanuts and popcorn
cooked. However, they soon
discoverad that the real treat
was in the aating.

After refining his steam-
powered popper in various
stationary modeis, Crators de-
signed his Number 1 Wagon
and literally took popcom to
the streets of America.

lssus Date: July 7, 1988,

Flrst-day city: Chicago, ill.

Printing process: Intaglio
(BEP B Press)

Colars: Red 186U (vignette,
type), black 7018 {Buik rate
andorsamen

t)
3.71 x 0.82 inches

Ske:
or 18.0 x 20.8mm
(image area)
0.87 x 0.98 inches
or 22.1 x 24 .4mm
(overail)
Plate number: One single
digit avery 52nd stamp
Stamps per coil: 500 and
3,000 (precanceied only).
New issuss

Data on the 101.¢ Oil Wagon with
red pracancal, 15¢ Tugboat and
13.2¢ Railroad Coal Car wera 10
lute for this issue of TPN

They™ appear nmxt month.

1983 $158.00
1981 82.00
19485 $36.50
198l 39.0¢
$51.00
52.00
24.00

5% more cff to

The Plate Number 59
Popcorn Wagon rolls Into Chicago

PopcornWagon

16 7 US A 1902

Bulk Rate

A W WV e WA A WAl W N a Wl W W W a e

Plate Coil Exposé

» Issue # 1 appeared in April 1988. It was well re-
ceived; collectors were interested in dealer in-
fighting, market manipulations, and a host of other
topics.

» It has been continued as a quarterly. The next issue
is due in mid-July. If you want to read the inside story
from “someone who was there™ on the finds of 12, 14
Pumpers; if you want to hear how an organized effort
to search almost 20,000 post offices for off-sale items
is occurring; if you want my views of the furure of
mint plate number single and pair collecting; if you
want to know some personal facts about the back-
grounds and lives of some of the major players in coil
number philately; if you want to learn how 10 search
for and identify the 17¢ mint Auto 5-6 without open-
ing the rolls: if you want lots more information, you
should subscribe now,

J $7.50 enclosed for [ssue # 1.

O $20.00 enclosed for Issues #1 - 4.

Q $20.00 enciosed for Issues #2 - 5.

Q $24.00 enclosed for Issues #1 - 5.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz
37-E Stanwick Place
Stamford, CT 06305
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TPN Average dips after find of Fire Pumpers 12 and 14

TPN Averagse

$180.00 1
$160.00
$140.00 1
$120.00
§100.00 1
$80.00 1
$60.00 1
$40.00 1
$20.00 1
$0.00 <

198S
Catalog

1986
Catalog

fion.M

. 1987
" Catalog

$179.20 ¢ 7%.a8

1988
Catalog®

6/1/08

* Revised from last issue due to last-minute catalog revisions.

ADLETS

Classified ads are 15 conts 2 word, Thers Is
no charge for your sddress. Mambars of
PNCY are entitied 1o one fres adist a yesr up
10 25 worde.

17¢ AUTO, Pintes 34 BA VF. Mat variety ‘Hole in D
strips of 10. Both 350 or rada, Wayna Chevery, RD 2,
Bow 2035, Dexter, ME 04830, (5-08)

USED TRAMSPORTATION COILS
Hoftes! thing on the marnkel Challenging and inexpen-
sive. Buying and melling or trading. Prios lists for
SASE. Max Hidgeox, Box 21081, Darver, Coin. 80221,

JOIN PG Gat vaduaie discounts from dealers, Send
SASE to Eric Russaw, P.O. Box 17374, Whitetish Bay
Wi 53217, Dues ars $10 a your.

BUY-SELL !l Paw4ips, S-8a, EFCs, top rumbars, Hewellan
pracancels. 20¢ Fis Pumpers #12, 714 LNSe VF+, P.O.R. Wrin
Soon, dor't deisy, W. H, Rurzier, 14526 Sherman Way #1021, van
Muys, CA91405.

BUYING PNC FDS, Write first. Thomags Gift, 1960 Havi-
land Ave,, Bronx, N.Y. 10472 (4-00)

ALL BACK {SSUES of TP a1 availabie. Pleass sang &
SASE for an order biark, Esran, PO, Box 20130,
Shakee Heights, OH 44120,

ADVERTISERS: Please inform 7PN If you give special
discounts 10 membars of the Plate Number Coll Cale
lactors Club (PNCY.

BUYING uwsed PNC singles. 0. Yardavas, P.C. Beox
4261, Warmen, OH 44482,

PNG CATALOQ, 4th sclition, 80 pagie, (avishly Hustrat-
#d. S15 ($18.05 in Ohig). Esrad, P.O. Box 20130,
Shaker Heights, ON 44120, PNC' members get $1 off
(1o $14.58 in Ohlo).

DONATE a 1988 PNC catalog to & philmisiic fbrary,
onty $12 i sem dimctly to library. Even APRL lacks
1987 and 1988 ssuesi

171, 2C spih numbers, $1 each with SASE. 11T18
Brake Shoe variety, $10 singie, 315 pair, 9,37t or
2.3T2 average 4. Fine 510, VF $12. PNC3 -10%. Red
Raider Mampe, 4123 W 18th, Lubbock, TX 79418-
2008,

HELP TPN] Tell acvertisers you saw theit ad in TPN.

WEST GERMANY, BERLIN, raw issus saivice: aingise,
ofls, fist-day panels, postal etmionery, All at 5%
ovar face against deposi. Ted me a1 what point you
wam io siart. Scon or Michel numbers. Stave Esrat,
P.0. Box 20130, Shaker Heightw, OH 44120,

Discovery of large quantities of 20T12
and 20T14 is reflected in this month's
TPN Average, which declined by 4.20
points.

The decline would have been more se-
vere had it not been for dramatic increas-
es in several other elements of the aver-
age, particularly 5.9T6P.

{Bold-faced nombers indicate that this
stamp is included in the TPN Average.]

That 5.9¢ precancel is listed in the
1988 Plate Number Coil Catalog for a
VF strip of five at $45.

Recent ads for F-VF by Stamps 'n’
Stuff (SNS) price it at $80. Dr. Robert
Rabinowitz lists it at $60 (also for F-
VF).

The catalog adds 20% (0 those prices
for an estimate of VE. That is zlso the
premium charged by Dr, Rabinowitz for
VF. SNS has a similar 20% surcharge,

Analysis of recent dealer offerings pin-
point the following stamps as starting to
show price incresses:

+21.1L2 and 21.1L2P, the 111121
plate of the Letters stamps.

+ 18M1, the 1121 plate, tagged, of the
18¢ Monument.

» 22F3, Plate 3 of the 22¢ Flag, which
SNS sells at $25, as does Dr. Rabino-
witz. Dale Enterprises advertised it in
April at $12.50. H&H Stamp & Coin er-
ronecusly listed it at $7, but the real
price is $28.

= 9.3T8P, Plae 8 of the 9.3¢ Mail
Wagon, which SNS sells ac $84 and Dr.
Rabinowiz a1 $75. SNS’s buying ads of-
fer $40 for this strip.

Prices have continued 10 decline mod-
erately on the two officials, 2001 and

2201, both of which had begun to de-
cline before publication of the catalog,

2001, which had been put back into
posial stocks after the recent rate hike,
has now been withdrawn and replaced by
an offset stamp that does not show a
plate number.

Several 17¢ Electric Anto stamips have
been creeping up recently, especially the
Typefsce C precancel on Plates 5 and 7
and ail Typeface B precancels.

Most dealers priced the Earth stamps
equally for all four numbers, but Dr.
Rabinowitz set a higher price on Plate
1121. Dale Enterprises puts higher prices
on 1121 and 3222, This may be a sign
that these plates may become scarver.

And nobody is charging 348 for a used
single of 20F$, which has a wrong price
in the catalog. That price shouid be 50
cents for a used single. It was entered in
error as 348 when the pair price was
be lowered from $50 10 $48.

Pleass correct your catalog according
to the corrections and additions listed on
Page 64 of this issue of TPN.

The TPN Average is automatically up-
dated every time one of the dealers
whose price lists is used changes his
prices. This means that the average lags
behind real prices since it will include
some outdated prices.

Por the 12-14 Pumpers, however, pre-
find prices have simply been ignored.

Surplus PNCs?

We are able to offer your material
at auction or purchase ocurmright for
cash. Auction fee is 10% of hammer
price, $10 lot minimum. Ship your
surplus today for our offer/
recommendation, or sale at auction.

San Fovston S bilatelica >

13310 Westheimar #1530, Moustor, Tx. 77077

(713) 493-6386- (800) 231-5926
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Reports on research in progress

4.9¢ Double Gaps

Since the first detailed workup on the
double-gap varieties of the 4.9¢ Buck-
board (TPN, January 1988) by Kim Cu-
niberti, several colleciors have gone to
work 1o try to plate the issue.

Rocco Caponi of Cuyahoga Falls,
Ohio, made a fortunate find that may
move the research along. He found sev-
eral rolls from Plates 3 and 4 that were
badly cut. That meant the plate numbers
were split.

‘While this may detract from their inter-
est 1o most people, to a plater this was
paradise.

Caponi was able lo lay out strips of
stamps in which the joint line and the
plate number splits could be matched.

This yielded the following resnlt:

Top row: Break in both precancel
lines. (Type IIa, blunt ends on lines)

Second row: Break in top line only.
(Type IIc)

Third row: Break in bottom line only.
(Type Ib)

Fourth row: Break in both lines. (Type
TIn)

Fifth row: Normal stamp, no breaks in
lines.
Gerald Clark, who did the plating on
Plates 3 and 4 of the 17¢ Auto from the
A and B style precancels, has come to
the same conclusions as Caponi about
the 4.9s, Caponi said.

5.2¢ Sleigh

Howard Moser has found some very
strange-looking mat varieties on the 5.2¢
Sleigh precancel.

On cne of them, the right end of the top
precancel line droops, like this:

o

Moser showed them to George Godin

who confirmed that the variety is con-
stant because Moser has 25 identical
copies.

The other variety is a double. The top
line has a diagonal break going toward
the upper right. The botom line has a
gouge just below that break, like this:

Said Godin: “The condition of the
‘gouge’ appears to be metal disintegrat-
ing. Moser has it as a very small notch
and then gerting progressively larger.”

Correction

Part of Kim Cuniberti's ad on Page 25
of the 1988 PNC Catalog was lost in the
computer. A corrected version appears
below.

" KIM CUNIRBERTI,

CONTEMPORARY COILS

.

APS

RARE PLATE NUNMBER STRIPS!H

Some available powhere else
rel rips: Constant Plate Varieties:
% 10.89 #34 Gap 4R, 4L * 10.9 #2 Low Cab at 2L
% 9.3 #24 Gap 3L (on Typa li paper) * 49 #,34 with varlous low enirles
* 109 M2 Gap 3R * 49 Rain Crack, Split 6, Rein Whip and
* 9.3 M4 Gap 4L Buggy Whip
* 5.2 #3,5  Gap2L, 1L and Line Gap * 83 Low 1 Varieties
Numbers on Top; rgest inventories of.
= 17 434 Type C (Gap 3L) * 4,9 Double Gap (all § known types)
* B Press Gap Strips (some within PS/5!)
* 17 834 T BA (Gap 4R
N v Teead ¢ o sn) *  Paper Types (Incl. 17¢ C #3/4 on Ty Il
ype (Gap 5R) * | also stock avery known plate # sirip from 1¢ #1
. to rare 18¢ Flag #6!

Send 45¢ #10 SASE and teil what you're looking for. { can make the impossible Possible!

P.O. BOX 3654

DANBURY, CT 06813-3654
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Scott singles album: nice, but...

Scott Publishing Co. has released its
Comprehensive Plate Number Coils Sin-
gles Album.

It’s nice—but...

Scott has made an effort to put all
stamps of the same design on the same
page. That leaves an awful lot of empty
space on some pages.

It works fine with the 13 plates of the
20¢ Flag plus one precancel. That fills
the page. It does not work with the four
plates of the Consutmer Education, strung
out across the top of an otherwise empty
page.

It gets really sad on the two numbersd
official stamps, each given a page to it-
self.

Scott is to be congratulated for getting
away from the format it has vsed for
many years in its National Album for
U.S. stamps. This album has peges
measuring 8.5 by 11 inches, with a
mounting area measuring 6.75 by 9.75
inches. The ugly border used on its Spe-
cialty albums has been replaced by a
neat, modern border, and the page is
punched for a standard three-ring binder
with round holes,

No eone at Scott today could explain
why older albums were punched with a
rectangular hole that could not be
strengthened with the doughnut-shaped
reinforcements available in all five.and-
dime stores,

Each page is illustrated with the basic
stamp in one space and with the neces-
sary data in other spaces. Scott numbers
are used and precanceis are described.

There are no spaces for the B Press
version of the 12¢ Stanley Steamer pre-
cancel or the 14¢ [ceboat,

The arrangement of the precancels of
the 17¢ Electric Auto is by plate number,
not by typeface style. That means the
four boxes on the first row read 17T1Pc,
17T2Pe, 17T3Pa, 17T3Pb.

The next row is 17T3Pc, 17T4Pa,
17T4Pb, 17T4Pc.

For those of us who want a page 1o tell
the viewer what he or she is looking at,
this has a huge drawback. Once the
fields are filled by stamps, one must lift
up the stamps to read how they differ
from each other (assuming one is using
hinges; with mounts, the text would be

TPN reviews

hidden forever).

Wouldn’t it have been nice to have
some text outside the boxes to describe
the stamps more fully? By grouping
Type A under z caption saying “Type A,
‘PRESORTED’ 13 1/2mm long™ that
problem could have been avoided.

Scott also errs in saying that both lines
of text in the precancel, “PRESORTED"
and “FIRST CLASS,” are 13 1/2mm
long. They're not and checking with any
knowledgeable PNC collector wouid

rors in the album. The unprecanceled
18M3, for example. is described as hav-
ing the plate number “33333," when it is,
in reality, *3333.”

It is difficuit to judge the album's time
frame. It has spaces for Plates 1 and 2 of
the 5.5¢ Star Route Truck preczncel and
the 10.1¢ Qil Wagon, but does not for
Plate 2 of the 8.3¢ Ambulance (B Press)
or 12.5¢ Pushceart.

The album is quite good, despite these
shoricomings because they can all be
correcled in updates. One would hope
that Scott will seriously consider some
change for the 17¢ Autos.

The greatest thing about the album is

have avoided that error. its price. It retails at $9.95.
There are still a few typographical er- sge
¢ ———— ﬁ

First Day Covers

I carry House of Farnam first-day covers bearing PNCs.

Covers of the 3¢ Conestoga Wagon are available at $5
each. The 25¢ “E” stamps will be available shortly. The
House of Farnam did pot produce covers with all four
plate-number combinations of the “E” stamps, but I will
have those it serviced. (AntCraft and Artmaster FDCs are
$4 each.)

I offer PNC FDCs on a subscription basis. All covers
have strips of five with the plate number in the middle.

To subscribe, send $25 and I will mail out covers as they
arrive. (You will have to be patient, but you will be com-
plete on Farnam covers.) My prices are competitive.

1
I also have older FDCs. Write for my free list. Please en-
close a SASE.
Stephen G. Esrati
P.O. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130
1L T (216) 561-9393 )
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Keeping your 1988 PNC catalog up to date

New Stamps:

1728—Plate 2, 1¢ Omnibus, B Press (in-
tarval 52). Abaut April 15. (Godin)

25T2—Plate 2, 25¢ Bread Wagon, C/D
Prass (interval 48).

25T3—Plate 3, 25¢ Bread Wagon, C/D
Press (intarval 48). (Bellamy)

257T4—Plate 4, 25¢ Bread Wagon, C/D
Press {interval 48). April 26. (Sandford)

25T75-—~Plate 5, 25¢ Bread Wagon, B
Press {interval 52). May. (Rabinowitz,
Hilly

25F1—Plate 1, 25¢ Flag Over Yosemite.
B Press (interval 52). Issued May 20.

25F2—Plate 2 of the 25¢ Flag Over Yose-
mita. B Press (interval 52), (ssued May
20. (Potkewitz)

Catalog additions:

Pege 9: lilugtrations for the piate varie-
ties on 2T8, Plate 8 of the 2¢ Locomo-
tive, arrived too late for inclusion in the
catalog. They are shown at the right,
above:

As may be seen, the second variety is
misdescribed in the cataiog. The de-
scription shouid read: “Two lumps of

row of stamps above. They are seen be-
tween the 'L’ of 'Locomotive’ and the
pint line.”

Page 22: Gap 2R has been found on
9.3T8P-6P on Peper | by Larry Q.
Haynes and Dr. John Greenwood.

Pege 35: 25T2 has been found imperfo-
rate. Rolis of 25T3 have, too, but no
sirips with a number were imperforate.

Page 37; 2581111 has been found imper-
forate by Kirk Nichols. Dr. Greenwood
reports that 25E1211 has alsc been
found imperforate.

Catalog corrections:

Page 3: The used single price is wrong
for 20F86. It should be 50 cents. The
mint pair price for 20F6 should be $48.
The usad single pricas are aiso wrong

on 20F1 (should be 40 cents) and
20F11 (shouid be $1.50).

Page 18: Clarification is needed an the
paper typas of 6T1, §T1P and 6T2P.
The catalog is imprecise.

Page 319: The “dull gum® Washington
Momument stamp described as being on
Type | paper should have been tsrmed
“a gravure paper resembiing Typa | pa-

per.

Page 42: The gap scarcity lable says only
ong find is known of Gap 1R of 10.9T3-
4. There have been several recent finds
of that gap.

Page 45: in the FDC scarcity table, the
*{7 ¢ Racing Car* should be *17.5¢.

Cataiog updates:
The prices on 20712 shouid ba as follows
for VF:

Used single: $5.00
Pur: $6.00
Strip of three: $25.00
Strip of Bve: $35.00

The prices on 20T14 should be as follows
for VF:

Used single: $6.00
Pair: $7.50
Serip of thres: $30.00

@

Lighthouse”®

As tha acme of their ressarch and developmant, Lighthouseare now in
;.P.ositlon to-offer coilectors of tagged and
IP format PNCs:

(precanceisd)

(a)y ag-gclusivc. tully illustrated hingsless sets Gf pages with double-seam mounts that will hoid — whatever you have or prefer - either P8lorPSS
s

(&) individual spaces for the usuai =collsctable« gap and/or met positions;
(c) and on top of ail that, extra lang PS 7+ spaces and mounts in even accomodate 3L and 2R gaps.

Thers are two sats of p:
S3IPNC/28F: B, C/D & AND

EQTTL PNCs, w/0. joint line, regulars block tagged,

es for the whole rangs of PNC strips, viz:
53 PNC/1SF: g C T‘I’RELLHpreu. with =Joint Line=,

reguiars overail tagged,

1961—1965
1981 1o date.

{without mounis}» and, of course, as =S
€8/10r53C8/1 8F: off COTTRELL
53 C3/2 or 53 C8/2 SF: off other pressas,

(sea STAMP COLLECT

preas, with =Joint Line=,

Additionally, thare ara sats of pagas as well far PNC SINGLES, again both tagged and unisgged. These can, morsover, ais0 be had as =ragular pages
F-Hingeless pages (wit

maounta)«, i 8. " od
reg. overail tagged,
w/o, JointLine, reg. block tagQed,

1981--1885
1841 to date.

Qriginally, thasa DOEQI wara meant for USED singles. But, obviously, thers ssam 10 be quite a number of collectors, (0o, who sava PNC MINT singles
OR of 11/28/87, page 20, Modern Stamp Collecting«}.

DR-53: Lighthouse PERFECT 2

KA-red: matching SHp Cass

turnad over,

The aforemantiooed sats of pages are suitabiy insarted in sither s

-post turn-bar 8inder with «USA« on spine, or
DE-red: Lighthouse EXCELLENT 13-ring Bindar (w/0. nams of country on 3ping).
lor sither one of the aforemantioned binders,

1t is & matter of personal preference whethar to choose a PERFECT or an EXCELLENT binder. In view of the lengths of particularly the PS 7 spacas
and mounts, the editors fes! inclined to recommend the DE-red binder for items 53 PNC/1 & 2 SF, since the pages usuaily gat bent less when baing

Su : PARTS 2 of the STRIP and SINGLE format aibums will be up-dated by annuai suppiemants (or possibly aniy every other year
depending on the number of new PNG issues during any one year).

3 Period No. of Aeguis SFHi P
ey Soxt e s
PNC P8 3/PS 5/PS 7 {Reguisrs & Precanceis)
Part1: COTTRELL press/joint line/reg. overaii tagged 1981/88 62 - -— | SAPNC/1SF US%158.00
Part 2: Other prasass/no joint line/req. block tagged from 1981 a2 -_ -— | S3PNC/25F US$ 8200
PNC Singles (Reguiarn & I'ne-\e-u)
Part1: COTTRELL prass/jcint (ine/reg. overail tagged 1981/85 13 53 CS/1 uss 18.50 53 CS/1 8F USS$ 38.50
Part 2: Other prasses/no joint line/ reg. block tagged from 1981 14 53C%/2 uSs$19.50 | S3CS/25F USS 38.00
PERFECT 2-post turn-bar Binder with »USA« on spine DP-53 USS 53.00
EXCELLENT 13-ring Binder (without nama of country on spine) DE-red USS 52.00
SLIP CASE KA-red USS 2400

Pieass piace your order with your tavarite deaier of aise contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS, INC., P. C. Box 705, Hackensack, NJ 07602-0705.

Canadian residants will raquest Canadian-Collar-Prices from their Canadian dealer or contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS {CAN.) LTD.,
210 Vietoria Ave., Montraal, P. 0. H3Z 2M 4, Canada.
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Plate cracks: To be continued

By Larry G. Heynes

‘When two stamps from different coil
tolls share a plate crack or plate variety,
the continuation has usually been discov-
ered after the original variety.

Here is a discussion of several such
continuations in order of increasing de-

The 1¢ Omnibus contimation crack at
2L of Plate 3 is reiatively easy to see. It
consists of multiple cracks at the top of
the 2L stamp. One of these cracks con-
tinues upward into the next row. There it
shows up as a very small crack at the
bottom on the right side of the 2L stamp.
Both varieties are llustrated in the 1988
Plate Number Coil Catalog.

The 2¢ Locomotive continuation crack
occurs on the stamp with the plate num-
ber of Plate 3. It consists of the “smok-
ing t,” a dark crack that runs from the op
of the “t" of “Locomotive™ to the top of
the stamp. The crack continues into the
row above, into the “3.” The crack in the
upper row is called the “bleeding 3.”
Usually, the “bileeding 3" is faint, but
can be seen with 8X or 12X magnifica-
tion

The 4.9¢ Buckboard “Rain Crack”
continuation is probably the most out-
standing ever discovered. It occurs on
the numbered stamp of Flate 5.

The “Rain Crack” is a remarkable
stress crack consisting of 30 to 40 tiny
cracks that remind one of rainfall. The
cracks “flow” from the word “Buck-
board” of one stamp down into the word
“Buckboard” of the stamp below.

Cracks on both siamps are highly visi-
ble to the naked eye.

A borrs on this variety is that the pre-
cancel gap at 2R has a doubie gap in
both precancel lines on the “Rain Crack”
and a double gep in the wp line.

Essentially, all these strips have cut
numbers or numbers that touch the bot-
tom of the stamp, A few full-number
copies exist, but are considered rare.

The 3.3¢ Ambulance has the plate
number “1" on the top row of the print-

ing plate engraved lower and farther to
the right than the normal number “1” on

The accompanying illustration shows the
misplaced “1” cut, partly appearing on
the top of the stamp below,

The top and second row of the web
form a set of continuation strips.

“Wagon"” into the “3™ of the row above.
Both cracks are usually very faint, but
can be readily seen under 83X 10 10X
magmificat

L Sl o TR Bt S v

This picture allows one 1o understand
more cleerly the various EFQ combina-
tions on the misplaced “1.”

For example, if the cutting knife were
raised about Imm, the mispiaced “1"
would be left full at the top of the second
row. The top row would be left with no
number at all, and the second row would
be left with two full numbers!

If the cuning knife were lowered by
about 2mm, the top row would be left
with a full misplaced “1” at the bortom,

These three varieties are excellent col-
lector's items; and the varieties associat-
ed with cutting through the misplaced
“1" a3 shown in the illustration are also
sought after.

The two strips shown have another im-
portant characteristic. They are perfectly
maiched. Together they actually form a
part of the web. This can be proved by
maiching the cutting lines and the bright
fibers (under high magnification and
long-wave ultraviolet light, respective-
ly). A truly unique find.

The last continuation crack is that of
the “smolking g"” and the “bleeding 3™ on
Plate 3 of the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon. It is
similar in concept to the 2¢ Locamo-
live's continuation crack,

The crack nms up from the “g" of the

There is another known continuation
crack on the 4.9¢ Buckboard—a “smok-
ing a” running up into a “bleeding §"
{shown in the 1988 catalog); and another
is known on the 18¢ Surrey—a “smok-
ing y" continuing up into a “bieeding 1.”
(The latter is called a “lighming bolt” in
the 1988 catalog, but the continuation is
not illustrated.)

Finding continuation strips is not easy;
but the excitement of finding a set, espe-
cially a perfect match, makes up for time
spent hunting for them.

There are probably many more out
there, awaiting discovery.

So, Happy Hunting!

3¢ Conestoga Wagon

may have 5-row crack

The crack at 11L on the 3¢ Conestoga
Wagon may be a beaut!

The basic flaw was illustrated on Page
56 of the last TPN.

Al Hrake, who discovered what was
thought to be a continuation of that
crack, has heard that the crack may go
across five rows of stamps.

Unfortunately, Haake has not seen any
of these.

Reports about any cracks on IT1B are
urgently requested by TPN.
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20T12-14 found: Condition is poor, prices drop

Continued from Front Page
for a strip of five; William 5. Langs offered $140 and 5190 for
the same strips.

A collector was the first buyer in Indianapolis. According o
William B. Glermon of Indianapolis, a TPN reader, the philatel-
ic clerk sold two or four rolls of 3,000 to collectors.

Richard Weinberg and Eric Scott of The Stamp Shop bought
32 of the 48 rolls of 3,000. The stock was sold out in less than
twa days, Glermon said.

I started hearing about the find April 26 when George V.H.
Godin, a co-worker on the catalog, called to warn me that the
$300 price was no longer good. I put waming labels on the
May TPN.

Then, after the catalog was out of my hands, the first offer-
ings appeared from two of the four dealers who had formed a
syndicate to buy out all the 12-14 Pumpers. The parners were
Jon Dermey of M&M/Southwest in Mesa, Ariz.; Frank Marrelli
of Kenosha, Wis.; Dale Hendricks of Dale Enterprises in Em-
maus, Pa., and Langs in New York Ciry.

Marrelli said about 11% were “average” or worse and fewer
than 15% were XF, M&M's first offer included an “economy
grade,” priced at $17 for P/S5; $15 for P/S83, and $12.50 for a
pair. Denney’s F-VF prices were $28.50, $25.25 and $23. The
VF-XF prices were $37, $32.75 and $28. M&M sought a 50%
premiwm for Superb. That brings a superb P/S5 10 $55.50.

Dale offered P/S3 at $25 and P/S5 at $28.75. His prices asked
a 30% premium for XF and 100% for Superb, That brought Su-
perb to $57.50. Dale wsually asks 30% for XF-Superb.

One condition reponiedly imposed on members of the syndi-
cate set minimum resale prices. Another was that none of the
participants was 10 wholesale any strips to Dr. Robert Rabino-
witz.

The reason for that may be found in Dr. Rabinowitz's recent
Coil Number Exposé. in which he wrote about Dermey, Hen-
dricks and Langs.

Dr. Rabinowitz's copyright comments cannot be reproduced
here since he declined to permit quotation (as he is entitled 10
do). But he can be paraphrased 1o have said Langs was driving
up prices. Dr. Rabinowitz specifically said Langs was not ma-
nipulating prices, calling it instead speculating, gambling, and
business risk-taking.

Perhaps il rubbed Langs the wrong way. Langs declined 1o
return a call from TPN.

WWanted:

I nead many commercial junk mail covers
with PNCs, and unusual non-philatelic
uaages, fer my exhibit., I‘ll pay top
prices or trade good PNC FDCs and mint
atrips, including scarce ones.

Ken Lawrence
P.O. Box 3568
Jackason, MS 39207

But it was all in vain. Dr. Rabinowitz, a careful hunter for
good strips, found 23 rolls of 3,000 on his own. He declined to
say where.

Dr. Rabinowitz was selling the strips at $29 for F-VF strips
of three and $30 for strips of five. He charges a 20% premium
for VF-XF and 40% for XF-S.

Throughout the finds, quality was worse on Plate 14 than on
Plate 12. Then a find was made by Kim Cuniberti, and here
quality was better.

Whether the huge finds will provide enough good quality ma-
terial for collector needs remains o be seen.

0135 — 20 cent Official #1 PS-5

E VF
$3500  $45.00

XE
$55.00

Longer strips available at 30 cents per stamp.

Stamps In Motion
POB 490, Lewisburg, PA 17837
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BUY — SELL — TRADE

HELP'! Desperate for used
PNCs, any amount.

PNC FDCs for sale

I have tha largest stock in Texas,
and that's saying somathing big.

SPECIAL FOR THIS ISSUE: Any Colora-
no from 1¢ to 14¢, all plata numbers
on hand, 10 each. Send SASE for com-

pleta liast.

Crest Investments
P.O. Box 31021
Houston, TX 77035

T (713) 774-3970
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Work starts on 1989 catalog

As the first copies of the 1988 Plare
Number Coil Catalog were being put in
the mail, work began on the 1989 edi-
tion.

Members of the Plate Number Coil
Study Group who worked on the first
proofs of the 1988 edition made several
suggestions that could not be put into
force because layout had pmgressed too
far 1o allow such change.

One suggestion is open to discussion:
Should the catalog price mint singles?

The idea seems sound in view of the is-
suance of plate number singles albums
by several publishers. But there’s a ques-
tion a5 t© how many collectors actually
collect mint singles. Opinion among
members of the study gronp who were
polled about this was that most singles
collectors are after used singles, not mint
singles.

‘Whether to include them depends on
response from you. Your thoughts are
solicited pro and con.

A second suggestion aross obliquely.

rect
record,

costs) .

dquest.

3
L A S A L B TS TS LT S

gsentially that of a collector.

Special discount to PNC? members:

TS AT,

Ken Lawrence, working on an article
for Linn's, needed data on some alleged
first-day covers bearing precanceled 4¢
Stagecoach or 17¢ Electric Auto.

Until now, the catalog has carried the
earliest date to press. If the precancel
went 1o press first, it was noted; but sep-
arate to-press dates were not given.

Lawrence had to plow through masses
of data from the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing to see when Plates 1 and 2
of the two stamps in question were sent
10 press as precancels. When he was
done, he found that there were no pre-
cancels of 17T1 and 17T2 until the Type
C overprints were sent to press in August
1985, obviously too late for any FDC.

On the precanceled Stagecoach FDCs,
the press dates were similarly impossi-
ble.

Said Lawrence: “So, if someone offers
you a 4¢ Stagecoach precanceled FDC or
a 17¢ Electric Auto precanceled FDC,
watch vour wallet! The tagged versions
of both these stamps were issued on their

In additicn to the above, I maintain a comprehensive stock of standard
PNC strips and number-on-top miscuts.

28 Westwood Rd.
Stamford, CT 06902

Corrctln and Off

The telephone number in the 1988 Plate Number Coil Catalcg is incor-
(it was incorrectly submitted,
the correct number is:

(203) 359-9918

As per the above-mentioned ad, my interest in variety material is es-
As a result of these interests,
prepared a computer print-cut of known constant varieties as per the '88
catalog with bimonthly supplements based on my TPN column.
Although used as a trade list for my personal ccllectiocn,
{(and is) used as a handy checklist for those interested in this area. A
current copy is available for S$2

and not the editor's error).

(te cover copving,

Free lists are available on re-

first days, but in both cases the precan-
cels were not made available until sever-
al months later.”

The 1989 catalog will definitely give
to-press dates for all precancels where
possible. There is, however, a fly in the
ointment when it comes 1o recent precan-
cels.

The Bureau no longer gives compre-
hensive data on precancel dates-to-press,
Where they are available, the catalog
will give them.

Another subject that is open Lo sugges-
tions from you is whether precancels
should be priced as mint singles and
mint pairs.

Does anyone collect themn that way? If
yes, how many do? The study group
needs your thoughts,

Please take a moment to drop off a
posteard with your views.

Now that the PNC circle has expand-
ed, any suggestions or ideas {(or ques-
tions about anything that is unclear in the
catalog) are more than welcome.

m§
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For the

I have

it c¢an be

handling and postage

5% off across the board.

A. S. Cibulskas
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Plate and mat varieties — Part X

By A.S. Cibulskas

3¢ Conestogs Wagon

a. "Blazing Conestoga™«-Numerous
short (sbout 1-2mm) plate cracks rising
from the top of the wagon to the upper
edge of the stamp. Constant at 12L.
(Maves)

4.9¢ Buckhoard

a. “Hand brake" plate crack. Horizomtal
plate crack, about 1.5mm long, extand-
ing from about the bottom of the “9™ w0
the right perpendicularly abniting rear
wheel. Canstant at 5R irrespective of
the precancel gep on Plate |, (Clark)

b. Dropped transfer at 4L. Constant in
roll of 500. Plate 1. (Anon.)

5.2¢ Sleigh

2. Red dot about 1mm sbove *h” in
“Sleigh™ on Plate 1. Constancy con-
firmed at 1L on both tagged snd pre-
canceled. (Courtmey/Rabinowitz)

9:2

b. Red dot above the decimal point of the
denomination on Plate 1 results in ap-
pearance like 2 colon between “5™ and
*2." Found on tagged. Constancy needs
to be defined. (Courtney)

S¢ Tricycle
. Brown ink mark at about 2 o'clock po-
sition of left wheel. Constant at 3L on

Plate 1 precanceled. (Maves)

#3¢ Ambulance

a. Elongated smear at the plate number
of the B Press precance] from Plate 2.
(Cibulskas)

f

8.5¢ T'ow Truck

a Dot at about 11 o’clock inside upper
loop of the “8.” on Plate 1 precanceled.
Constant at 1L, (Liu)

9.3¢ Mail Wagon

a Dot about 1mm above and slightly to
the right of the “1” in “Mail™ at IL of
Plaie 6. Constant on tagged and pre-
canceled. (Courmey/Rabinowitz)

10.1¢ Off Wagon

1. Correction of typographical error in
previous report regarding ink dot inside
zero. The correct position is 17R, not
1R.

11¢ Caboose

4 Mat variety “Hammer over Caboose.”
Constant in roil of 500 at 1L (on this
stamp there are no precance] gaps, so
this is correct, £4.). Flaw resuits in the
appearance of an oversized hammer
just below the top precancel line about
2mm right of the smokestack, (Cibuls-
kas) (Miustrated above)

12¢ Stanley Steamer

a Mat variety on Plats 1 in which op
line is haif the normal thickness start-
ing at 11R and continuing for three
stamps to 14R. Constant, (Report did
not say whether Cottrell or B Press).
(Gouid)

20¢ Fire Pymper

All on the numbered stamp of Plate 16

. Dot a1 7:30 o’clock next to the right
wheel (Rabinowitz)

b. Dot about imm above and very slight-
ly w the left of the “m” in “Pumper.”
Constant, (Courmey)

c. Possible plate crack extends from the
right of the base of the first “P* ypward
about 0.5mm. Constancy needs to be
defined. (Courtney)

d. Three distinct plate cracks rising verti-
cally above the plate number, one
above the “1,” two above the “5.” Suf-
ficient examples have been found to
show progressions. Some are as short
as 0.2:-0.3mm; others as long as
LOmm. (Courmey er al.)

20¢ Flag

2. Dot at upper left of the design, about
1mm left of the bail atop the flag pole
at 2L of Plate 14 precanceled. Con-
stant. (Maves)

Lighthouse to exclude

tagged 18M3 precance!
By Wolfgang Schin

I have a strip of five of 18M3PV, the
18¢ Washington Monument precancel
with the plate numbers 33333, with duil
gum. I maintain that one cannot honestly
call it being block tagged compared with
the really block-tagged 18M3 tagged
stamp,

Here are my paper measurements on all

the 13M stamps:
18M1112 AOmmthick  shiny gum
1BMITI2IP 10mmthick  shiny gumn
18M3333 JA2mmthick  shiny gum
1BM3I/IP  .12mm thick  shiny gum
1BMAIZIIPY  .11momthick  dull gum

The last item is definitely a reissue,
printed by the same sleeves, 3, 3, 3, 3,
and 3, on another (third) type of paper.

As far as 1 sm concerned, [ baliave
Steve Esrati hit the nsil on the head in
“Unraveling the mystery of the tagged
precancels” in TPN Number 3, 1988,
when he said:

“The apparent explanation of the
tagged precancels, then, is that some var-
nish [Esrati called it lacquer] containing
tagging was inadvertently applied to the
precancels. To substantiate this theory,
one notices that later finds of the dull-
gum stamps showed ever-decreasing
amounts of tagging. And, finally, thers
was none.”

In all the reponts of finds of the agged
precanceis, ane notices that all refer to
the tagging as light or very light.

Summing it all up: At the present stage,
my point of view is that the alleged tag-
ging of 18M3PV is not a constant va-
riety and that, therefore, the Lighthouse
album should not consider it for inclu-
sion in the PNC album,

Editor’s note: Schon is with Light-
house Albums and is a member of the
Plate Number Coil Study Group.

if yout abal says “4-88," your subseription is up.
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10.9¢ find detailed; TPN draws a blast

1 feel it necessary to respond o your
Page 26 article in the March 1988 The
Plate Number. As I am sure you have
learned through the amazing PNC grape-
vine, it was [ who located the 10.9¢ #3s
and #4s, The rest of your facts and asser-
tions are erroneous.

1, Bill Langs simultanecusly and coin-
cidentally withdrew his buy ad before I
informed anyone I had located some. He
could not have known of my discovery.

2. I rarely represent quantity. That is
my personal business and I feel I should
be the only one to “count my money.” [
would never state that a supply was lim-
ited when it was not.

3. I made no multiple shipmenits to Bill
Langs, nor to my knowledge has he ever
purchased anything from me.

My wholesale prices on the jtem are
not, and never have been, a secret for
those dealers who contact me. Further, I
have not raised or lowered them—$250
for Fine, 328750 for VF, 3325 for XF
#3 and $350 for XF #4. Of course my
price was higher for the [gap] 4L.

5. Surely you know the expense of
writing more than 30,000 letters search-
ing for elusive coils. Add to that the time
for processing responses and disposing
of the scrap from acquired rolls. What do
you expect me 1o do when [ find desira-
ble items? Give them away? If it is con-
sidered sleazy to recover costs and make
a profiL, [ had better get out. [ do not
have sufficient time or money to be do-
nating that extensively to the philatelic
COMMUNILY.

&. Investigation of other “surfacings”
of 10.95 trace back to me. Most of the
dealers I sell 1o knew it was [ upon
which the first part of the article focused.
Your libelous assertions of sleazy prac-
tices were unappreciated.

Diane Thompson
Portsmouth, Va.

In reply: TPN regrets that it drew an in-
correct conclusion about a cause-and-
effect relationship between the hall in
Bill Langs' buy ads and the find by Ms,
Thompson, who is the person who has
been circularizing all U.S. bulk mailers.

The “sleaze” comment referred to the
fact that collectors have a great dea] of
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difficulty keeping up with what goes on
and have been taken advantage of. The
feur was that this could be a similar case.

As it turned out, the 10.9¢ find by Ms.
Thompson did not finally affect prices
and the promised warning was not put in
the 1988 catalog.

WIIl the real ‘Sitting Duck’
please stand up?

For the third time in recent months,
I've seen the “Sitting Duck” advertised
by dealers. Retail prices have ranged
from 38 o $75.

Too bad they haven't read the write-
ups or seen the illustrations in 7PN

What they are advertising are the “pre-
decessors™ 1o the Duck!

It consists of merely a dot (which de-
veloped into the head and beak) and a
line (which developed into the body and
wing).

To the best of my knowledge, there are
still only seven Ducks from the original
fird.

Gerald H. Clark
Midvale, Utah

In reply: A photocopy of a very much
enlarged photograph of the Duck sent in
by Clark is on the cover of the 1988
Plate Number Coil Catalog.

It is extremely dangerous w assume
that there are only seven (or any other
number) of anything around,

There may not be many full ducks
around, but you never know what will
mm up.

Paper types stir controversy

I just read the latest TPN. 1realize it's
too late, but [ wanted to clarify an article
on Page 55 in which you announce the
change of 9.3T2P-3L and 9.3T4P-3L
from Type Ia paper to Type II. [ believe
I was the first to announce this and it
was noted on my March 16, 1988, Lst.

In early March, I found a single strip of
five of 9.3T2P. I'm familiar with Kim
Cuniberti’s find and realized that this
was not from the same rolls. My strip
was clearly XF (all of Cuniberti's are
low or with a cut number), and clearly

Type I paper.

The agreed procedure was that [ send
my strip to Cuniberti so that he could
compare the design and precancel to his,
noting the separate find. Then he sent my
strip to Rich Nazar along with a copy of
his. Nazar examined it for paper type,
then returned it to me. Obviously, I was
hoping to receive credit for a new find,
but as it mrned out, Cuniberii's were
changed to Type 1.

I am writing 1o take exception with the
classification of Type Ila. Granted, Na-
zar has done extensive research and has
greater knowledge of paper types, but
this change on these stamps from Type
IIa w II supports the theory that the dif-
ference is so slight that there is no differ-
ence at all.

Many collectors purchased these strips
based on the “tough call” of one person.
There was no way 1o verify or expertize
that paper type and obviously, these peo-
pie did not get what they had bargained
for.

Although [ agree that paper types re-
main 8 unique variety, you decided 1o list
Type Ia paper for the 7.4¢ Baby Buggy
and the 11¢ Caboose in the PNC Catalog
based on subjective opinions.

11 is certainly possibie that the appiica-
tor was new at one time and created cris-
per ridging. Or that the gum was more
viscons and flowed on a little more
smoothly. But this, in my mind, does not
constitute a unique variety or a separate
catalog entry. No one would consider
these features as a unique variety caused
during the printing process. Why then
should they be when it comes 1o gum ap-
plication?

I'm not saying that Nazar's Type [Ia
doesn’t exist, but until some independent
verification of a different paper is re-
ceived from the paper manufacturer, or
some objective measurement can be
made (UV, mictoscope, ruler, etc.), Type
IIa should remain an interesting oddity,
but not 2 unique variety as suggested in
the catalog.

Lee Warzala
Springfield, Il1.

In reply: A response by Richard Nazar
was too late for this issue. Ken Lawrence
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Reader needs printing data on 22¢ Flags

Continued from Page 69

made the following observations:

“By the clearly stated and illustrated
definitions Nazar has published in
Linn's, TPN and the catalog, this item is
printed on Type IIa paper, as originally
reported, \

“Just to check, I got our examples of
Types 11 and ITa on the 7.4¢ Baby Buggy

.. and placed my 93¢ Plate 4 Gap 3L
strip between them. It is a perfect match
with the Type Ila strip, and swikingly
different from Type I.”

‘Waving W°
Regarding the letter in TPN (May 1988)

about the “Waving W" vs. the “Perched
Parrot.,” based on the descriptions of the
“Perched Parrot” provided to me, I
would think it the same as this “Waving
W." Since no specific examples were
submitted to me for comparison, I cannot
unequivocally define them.

A8, Cibulskas

Starnford, Comn.

Kudos to PSD

After despairing of ever gelting any-
thing but folded coils in a flat envelope
from the Philatelic Sales Division, I was
very pleasantly surprised when my last
order arrived coiled up in Styrofoam.

Kudos 10 the wonderful person who
processed my order.

I hope my next order finds the same
understanding person. I think most of us
would gladly pay any extra fee necessary
if one could get unfolded coils each time.

Robert L. Schwab
Greendale, Wis.

Tagged precancels
Regarding your story on tagging, there
is also a Burean precancel of the tagged
50¢ Americana (Scoit 1608).
Ken Lawrence
Jackson, Miss.

‘Quotation marks’

I read with interest Dr, Howard Win-
er's report (TPN, May 1988) of his ex-
ample of the “Quotation marks” variety
on Plate 2 of the 4¢ Stagecoach with
chill-roller doubling.

I've had m my collection for more than
a year an identical example, along with
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the companion Plate 1 chill-roller don-
bling.

I also have in my collection m exam-
ple of the “Quotation Marks™ with pg
chill-roller doubling visible.

When I've examined them before, I've
always felt that the “Quotation marks”
was a true plate variety. The example
with the chill roller seems to me to be a
bonus—a roll of chill-roller doublings
that just also happened to be from the
row of the sleeve that contained the
“Quotation marks.”

I believe the “Quotation marks™ and
chill-roller doubling to be two separate
creatures

Thon.ms Beschomer
‘Washington, D.C.

TPN is the source

I would like to show my support by re-
newing my subscription early.

TPN is the only detailed source of in-
formation that I receive, Linn's serves as
a source of weekly information, with Mr,
Lawrence’s column appearing monthly.
These articles are fine, but [ furn o TPN
for specifics. Thank you for your efforts.

Edward Gould
Roscommeon, Mich.

Questions on printing 22F

I am working on an exhibit of 22¢ Flag
coils. I need information regarding pro-
duction to confirm what [ think I know
and to answer unanswered questjons,

TPN and the PNC Catalog have been
extremely useful, | have read and smdied
TPN as well as all related articles in
Linn's and The American Philatelist. 1
have ordered The U.S. Specialist and
have written the American Philatelic Re-
search Library. [ have yet to find the de-
tailed information I think I need. A club
member recommended Joel's Twenticth
Century, but I have yet 10 locate the
book.

My questions are;

* Are the 22¢ Flags perforated and
tagged on the B and C presses them-
selves?

= Is the guillotine-type perforator used?

» Are the coils cut as well as rotled on
the Huck and Goebel coilers?

I theroughly enjoyed reading George

Godin’s “How big is a coil on the 22¢
Flag?" in TPN (Vol. II, Page 68), but I
seem to have missed the point.

Godin said that not only was 22F2
printed on the 52-stamp wide B Press
(normally processed on the Huck coiler
to make rolls of 500 and 3,000, which re-
quire a width of 18 rows), but also was
found in 52-stamp wide bubble packs of
100, normally processed on the Goebel
coiler requiring 20 rows. How was this
done? It explains how 20-row printed
webs from the C Press can be processed
on the 18-row Huck coiler but not the
other way around. Does the 20-row Goe-
bel coiler also accept subjects 18 rows
wide?

While studying my strips of 22F under
UV light, I noticed two distinetly differ-
ent widths of block tagging. I also no-
ticed that the wider-tagged blocks were
whiter than the narrow-tagged and shone
bright green. Knowing that the stamps
were printed on both the B and C {D)
types of three-color intaglio presses, I di-
vided the stamps into two groups and
then matched the plate numbers in each
group with their corresponding press.

Happily, I noted that the wider design
areas were printed on the B Press. How-
ever, there is some question on Plates 18
and 20, which are known to have been
printed on the C Press. Unfornmately, [
have returned by borrowed UV light, so I
cannot say more without re-study. Evi-
dendy different 1agging mats are used on
each press, but that does nol necessarily
explain the color difference under UV
light Would the differences be caused
by a different paper used on the two
presses or is the difference more a matter
of tagging compounds used? Could this
be a new way to differentiate Plate B
from Plate C?

I welcome any additional information.

Debbie Pezzillo
1129 Aurcra Circle,
Birmingham, Ala. 35215

Is there a 25T1, C/D Press?

Has anyone checked to see whether
any of the Plate 1 coils of the 25¢ Bread
Wagon exist with 48-stamp (C/D Press)
intervals?

Ken Lawrence
Jackson, Miss.
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10.1s make history as PNC imperforates

Dr. John Greenwood, who keeps his
eye on imperforates for the PNC Study
Group, reports that the first imperfs have
been found with two different gaps on
the same stamp.

The stamp is Plate 1 of the 10.1¢ Oil
Wagon, precanceled, and Dr. Green-
wood now confrms it exists imperforate
onQGap 13 L and on 3R,

Meanwhile, Dr. Greenwood and Tim
Lindemuth have accomplished some-
thing in their own collections. They have
completed the 20¢ Flag as imperforates
on all plates, 1 through 14, tagged only.
The precancel has not yet been found
imperforate. Lindemuth now alsc has all
20F FDCs, Plates 1 through 3, and his
exhibit won a gold at ROMPEX in Den-
ver. It'll be at STaMpsHOW in Detroit,
where PNC3 is meeting. Lindemuth will
present a serninar on EFOs of 20F at the
show,

sesierh

‘When USPS put 20¢ stamps back on
sale for the April rate hike, it searched its
vaults for any old coils still on hand.

20¢ Flags confirmed as having been
put back on sale include Plates 9, 12, 13
and 14.

Reports of 20¢ Fire Pumpers put back
on sale include 3-4, 5-13, 9-10, 12-14,
and 15-16. Other reports are requested.

And, please note this: The 25¢ Flag
Over Yosemite stamp does not come in
rolls of 100, but only in rolls of 500 and
3,000. That makes it a stamp issue for
large mailers, not for individuals.

The idea may have been that the 25¢
Honeybee coil would fill that role, but it
has been postpened indefinitely. In the
meantime, production began on the 25¢
Bread Wagon on Plates 2, 3 and 4 of the
C Press, in rolls of 100. Rolls of 500
from Plate 5 were on sale at L'Enfant
Plaza,

EL L]

E.H. Cutler, who publishes The Stamp
Collector's Registry, has done what
needed to be done to settle once and for
all just how to spell the make of the 20¢
Fire Pumper,

USPS, in its original release for the
stamp, called it an Amoskeg pumper.
Scott repeated that spelling. But the
pumper shown on the stamp still exists,

All the news that fits

and Cutler did his homework

This is what he reports in the 1988 edi-
tion of his book:

“Amoskeag Engine, Old Town Alexan-
dria, Va.

“This fire pumper was purchased ‘sec-
ond hand’ from a Philadelphia volunteer
fire company in 1871. It was assigned to
the Alexandria volunteer company later
known as Columbia Engine Company
No. 4.

“Tt was still in service as late as 1927,
Now a tourist attraction, located at Sta-
tion 51, 317 Prince St.

“The USPS information spells it
'Amoskeg.” "

Cutler's book is full of information that
should be available to all collectors.
Here, is his description of the B Press
version of the 12¢ Stanley Steamer pre-
cancel:

“The re-issue (not re-engraved) stamp
was first reported to have gone on sale
Sept. 3, 1987. But later information indi-
cated .an earlier use. BEP plate reports
show the stamps went to press on B
Press May 12, 1987 (178145-1). There-
fore, some could have been used before
Sept. 3. This 1ssue was a surprise,”

Culler, however, was given some bad
information at USPS which told him the
maroon color of the 5.5¢ Star Route
Truck came off one sleeve and the black
off another. That simply is not so.

George V.H. Godin explained it this
way: “There’s no way they were going
to use a three-color press to print one
color and then rewind the paper to run it
through for a second printing.”

In other words, the precancel’s two
colors came off one sleeve; the tagged
stamp’s one color off another.

ik

Michael Laurence, publisher and edi-
tor of Linn’s, said he was surprised by a
survey of Linn's readers that discovered
that one-third say they collect PNCs.

“1 was, frankly, a bit dubious of this
figure,” he said, ‘‘but a parallel survey
done by a polister on behalf of a major
advertiser came up with the same result.

That's a higher number than those who
collect British Commonwealth.

“It may be, of course, that some of the
respondents mean only that they have
beett so highly sensitized to the coils that
whenever they see a number on a cover
they put it in a shoe box, but it’s still an
impressive figure.”

Wk

Ken Lawrence won a silver in Mida-
phil’s literature competition for his PNC
column in Lirn's.

L2 1

A.S. Cibulskas had a comprehensive
article about PNC varieties in the May
issue of The U.S. Specialist. The hme is-
sue was the lasi to be edited by Belmont
Farles, chairman of the Citizens" Stamp
Advisory Committee and the Washing-
ton correspondent for Stamp Collector.

Faries said, "I'm close to 75 and my
wife thinks I'm doing too much.”

Replacing Faries as editor is Charles
H. Yeager, a PNC collector and Wash-
ington correspondent for Lirm’s.

Also in the news is the first issue of
Coil Line, the newsletter of PNC?, edited
by Tom Maeder, the introductory May
issue sought articles from members.

L1

Frank Marrelll, 2 dealer in Kenosha,
Wis., found a super-duper plate variery
on the precanceled 7.1¢ Tractor.

He called it the "biowout,” even
though the tractor has no rubber tires.

It occurs at the top left quarter of the
front left wheel and looks like the en-
graver intended 1o put a fender over the
wheel, A large, triangular area is white.

Here’s a rough sketch:

Marrelli did not report the

% variety's position in the roll.

ik

Thom E. Wheeler recently

ordered a six-pound mission

mixture from Mixture Mart of Drake,
Colo. Here's his report:

“For fifteen bucks I received a... car-
ton stuffed with stamps.

*“1 found dozens of common coil plate
number singles and two little gems! One
was an 18¢ Flag with a ‘6." The other
was a 20¢ Flag stamp (without plate
number) but stll 2 nice example of the
brick red variety!”
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Doubling found next to ‘Footprints’ |  new varieties

PNC?3 to meet in Detroit

Tim Lindemuth, whose specialty is the
20¢ Flag, has found a chill-roller dou-
bling on the stamp to the right of the
“Flying Footprints™ variety on 20F2.

The sccompanying illustration by
Lindemuth shows where 1o look for the
doublings.

The markings in the left margin of the
stamp are not always as clear as they ap-
pear in the illustration. The ones around
the lettering, however, are quite easily
seen.

Lindemuth will present a seminar at
STaMpsHOW 88, the APS convention
which begins Aug. 25 in Cobo Hall, De-
troit, and runs through Aug. 27,

The Plate Number Coil Collectors Club
(PNC?) will meet at the show on Aug, 27
and will also present a seminar on PNCs,

PNC? has appointed Tom Mazder as
editor of i newslerter. Maeder is a
member of the Plate Number Coil Swdy
Group and a part-time dealer in PNCs.

r--“-----ﬂ

I
i NewPNC strips

Walier Esparza has discovered a “Comet
I over Capitol Dome™ variety at 6L on |
IMIhwkmsmckussfaPSISVF:l
56 XF, and 57 Superb.
| Ihave a few “Flying Footprints™ with ]
clear offsets on the stamp (0 its right A
¥ surip of 5 VF is $30. 1
I Imsuwlle?Bu!SmVF:lﬂl
numbers of the 25T at 35 VF; all numbers
| oo the Flag over Yosemite (S5 VF) and |
will have the 16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon, 15¢
1 Tugboat (tagged and precanceled) and the |
IlSJcConlCarumutheymimuL I
T cam usaafly supply strips of six a1 10%
| more; stripa of three ac 10% off.
I stock Ligithouse PNC albums. See my

t ad on Page 59, please.
Thehilhhﬂht of the PNC? meeting will i Discounmt: 5% over $25: 10% over
be installation of new officers. $100. 5% more off t0 members of PNC* (In

PNC collectors previously met at Ame-  § Ohio add 7% sales )
ripex and the 1987 STaMpsHow in Bos-

ton. In sddition 1o swapping and dealing, | Stephen G. Esrati
%ﬂgcﬁmmebowublum 1 P.O. Box 20130
s .
PNC3has a membership ciose to 300, ! Shalfr ::? h;2,1(:)9|‘:;9434 120
and is still growing, according to Presi- | (216) i
dent Gene Trinks.
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