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BEP reports low total PNCs
for 7.1T1, but lots of 18M3P

By the Plate Number Coil Study Group

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing
has released another batch of plate-
activity reports, bringing our data up to
June 1988.

It has given us these indications:

* The idea of printing the 5¢ Milk
Wagon when the Cottrell presses were
taken out of service was an afterthought.
At first, a 5¢ Motorcycle plate was pre-
pared for the B Press, then canceled

This article was prepared with the
cooperation of A.S. Cibulskas,
George V.H. Godin, Ken Lawrence,
Alan Malakoff, and Thom E. Wheeler,
and was written by Steve Esrati.

without any stamps being printed. The
Postal Service had issued B Press ver-
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sions of the 1¢, 2¢ and 4¢ stamps before
it decided to expand the series with more
vehicles.

» There was a low printing of the
tagged version of the 7.1¢ Tractor, a to-
tal of only 57,918 impressions or a maxi-
mum of 521,262 PNCs.

+ The printing total of the 18¢ Wash-
ington Monument from the combination
of plates thar says *33333” is huge. Our
calculations show more than 48 million
stamps. One Plate 3 was still in use to
print the stamps bearing the numbers
“43444."

= Printing of the 18¢ Washingion Mon-
ument stamps showing the numbers
43444 began June 1Q. Collectors found
the stamps in August. Indications are
that they were needed by large First
Class mailers before the 21¢ Railroad
Mail Car was issued. Such mailers in-
cluded People for the American Way and
Time magazine.

Please turn to Page 99

Grading on Honeybee is difficult; Uncut ‘1’ turns up

By Al Haake

Grading on the 25¢ Honeybee has been
difficult because the intaglio plate num-
bers float up and down, often being part-
ly inside the rectangle printed by offset.

This has been especially true of Plate 2
where a perfectly centered stamp with a
clear number occurred about 0.5% to
1.0% among the huge number of strips 1
stripped out of rolls,

Dr. Agris’s book: usaful but flawed.
Denson elulog is out. Ses 108-7.
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The floating number is a product of the
printing process and its movement up
and down is normal. Still, a collector
wanting perfect centering may find that
it is almost impossible to achieve it.

Such a strip could be priced as high as
$50, although this is crazy when one
considers the large number of stamps of
this value being printed.

Similarly, stamps where the plate num-
ber is wholly inside the offset rectangle
are sbout as scarce as stamps where the
plate mumber is clear of the rectangle.

I have discussed the grading of the
Honeybee with fellow dealers. They ex-
perience the same problems.

I have had difficulty finding Extra Fine
stamps of Plate 2 and bought 30 strips
from Jerry Koepp of Stamps 'n” Stuff,
who had been lucky to find a roll of
3,000 that was fairly well centered. One
of those strips was perfect. It’s the only
one I've seen.

So far, there do not appear to be premi-
ums for the superb copies in which all
centering is perfect.

Even inside the same rolls, sometimes,
you find quite different heights of the
plate number. The best rolls appear 1o be
the 3,000s, but the numbers still float. If
you find one number 50% into the de-

Please turn to Page 111
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TPN’s Data Bank

All information here is from the
Posal Sexvice. Brackes indicate addi-
tions. Data Bank uges only material
about the design, usage and printing.

Press changes

Production of the coil samps lined
[in the box at right] i baing moved o
new printing presses at the Burean of
Engraving and Printing. It was not ne-
cessary o re-engrave or atharwiss
madify the designg or sizes of thase
mampd, so no [Firmt Diy] cancelations
are being offered for stampe printed
on the new press. The oaly differences
betwoen samps produced on the B
and C prosses will be the plate number
imtervale.

5.3¢ Elevator

[PNC Caialog mombar: 5 3T1P}

Artist Lou Nolan bassd his design
of u vintage elevatar c1b on perind
drawings. “Elevaior 19008" and “$.3
USA™ sppear sbove the image in two
linas of black type. “Noaprofit” and
“Carrier Route Sort™ are printed in red
along the stamp’s left sids, with the
lettering on and, renning from botwom
1o top. The samp i inteaded for noo-
profit third-class mailers who presort
1 the cumier route.

The Elevator brings tn 39 the num-
ber of different vehicles featurod an
samps in the Transportation Sevies.
Whether pushed or pulled, powersd by
muscle, steam or gasoline, all were
crested to move from “here” to
“thare” along a harizantal line, The el-
evator is the first to take & vertical
puth and is, arguably, the most sigmifi-
cant of all in it i

Did the elavator make tail buildings
pousible, or did the inevitable move to
nﬂchuﬂdmpuuunn-dfwalr
vatort? It is & question that has
Kumpod urbenologists and architecm-
ml lisorians since sryscrapars first
began a mon w the clouds. One thing
ip canuin: Without the clevator, the
Empire Sute Building, World Trads
Center, Sears Towsr and history's oth-
e muccessive “wullest buildings™ would
otk be tha s of science fiction.

First Day: Seps. 16, 1983

Press Changes
Origirul Plata No. Current Plate No.
ATy Il Bross i)
21¢ RRMailCar B Sindeamp C 4%th starp
25¢ Yosemite B Skdsamp C. 4%h starmp
$.43 Whoel Chair B S2dstanp  C A%h stamp
First-Day City: New Yoo, NY Colars:  Black
Printing Procsss Inuglio (B Press, Red, PMS 185
BEP) ("Prescxted First-Class™)
Colors: Bilack Slas: TJ1x B2 inches /18.0x
Rad 20.8roens (image uren)
Roume Sont™), PMS 185 N7 x .96 inches /221 x
Sbw T x .82 inches / 18.0x 4. 4men (ovamll)
20.9mm (image ayes) Pats Numbar: Ons single digit an
87 x .96 inches | 221 x “;;?mou- 500 wnd 3,000
24.4rmoum {ovenl) " v
Plate Number: One single digiton  (Precanceled caly)
every 52nd remp

Stamps per Coll: 500 or 3,000

Ratrod Wiynon IRk
LisA

Presorted
Fiwst-Class

b T A N N e

13¢ Police Patrol Wagon

{PNC caralog menber: 13T1P]

The lawet Remp in the Transporta-
tion Serics will be issved in Anaheim,
Californis, on Oct. 29 and will feature
a palice patral wagon, the | 9th oot
1y vehicla which cazied officers o
and from patrol duty. The 13¢ denom-
ination meets the sngle-piece ree for
presanad Firet-Clam mailings of post
e

Joe Brocket, a Postal Sarvice Pro-
grae Manager for Philselic Design,
based the stamp’s design oo various
photographa and drewings mdd
by the Smithaatian [nstitotion. ..

“Patral Wagon 1880s" lppﬂtl
acrass the top of the stamp, in one line
of black rype. Stacked in two Lines be-
law that and to the left is printed
“II3A 13" also in black, and the pre-
cancelation inscription, “Prasorted
First-Class,™ appears in two lines of
rod type to the right of the donontine-
tian. The black engraving of the patrol
wagon i centered in the lower half of
the stamp, with the vahicle facing laft

. The Police Patral Wagon will
udyhpmh:dmmm

tion inscziption. ..
Firet Day: Oct 29,1928
Flrst-Day Clty: Anaheim, CA
Printing Process: Intaglio (BEP}

AT a Vot

A e

RN o

20¢ Cable Car

IPNC catalog mimber: 20T1B}

Cabla cary, invented in San Frantis-
co, md surviving only thers today
{Tha Postal Sarvice is in ervor, as any
GI who ever served in Trissis knows,
#d.] will once again travel our natioa’s
sroms baginning Oct. 28, But, mstaad
of aparating by a gripman’s direction,
they will bs riding s postage

Dasignad to mast the postage rate
for the second ounce [for] Firm-Class
Mail, the 20¢ stamp feanares a cortpa-
site drawing of cable can from the
1880s, primarily the Number 46
“dunony” car. The dammy or “grip™
car carrigd the gripoun and s few rid-
urx and pulled other passenger cars.
The Cable Car is the first design by

The single-caolor stamp Tearures 3
cabla car riding over the crest of an in-
cline. “Cable Car 1880s" sppears in
onse line of pusple type along the bot-
toat of the samp. Above that, in one
line of finth right iyps, “LSA™ and
“20" appear.

First Day: Oct. 29, 1988

Firsi-Day Clty: San Francison, CA
BEP;)hﬂn.Pr_lnnﬂiu(Cm

Colars:  Pumple (PMS 276)

Size: N x.B2inches /18.0x

20.8men (image ares)

271 9Ginches / 22,1 2
24.4rom (overall)
Plate¢ Number: One single digit
cvery 48ih suump
%np per Coil: 100, 500 and

ZIP+4

24.1# Tandem Blcycle

{PNC Catalog Numbar: 24.1T1P}

Tha Posul Servics waday disclosed
the design of & sew precanceled cail
mamp featoring an 1890s-cea tandem
bicycls, or “bicycle built for two,” s
it was betar known, The 24.1¢ stamp,
printed in blus with & red “ZIP+4" s
vice inscription, will be imued Oct. 26
in Redmond, Wash. ...

The tandem, symbolic of “wock-
sharing,” is an sppropriste image for
ZIPv4, which facilitatss a0 sutomated
sort down o small sectors in the daliv-
ery sequenoe. The rate for unpresorted
ZIP+4 rouil is 24.1 cems. Mid-size
businesses with ZIP+4 address lisw,
but without the volume to qualify for
the lowar prasart rate (20.5 cents, 500
pisces), are oxpectod to be principal
usars of the new stamps,

Chistopber Calls based his design
oo s Smithsonian Instiztion photo-
graph of a Columhbia Model 43 tan-
dern. The bicycls, which the Smithso-
nisn has in its possession, was built in
1396 by the Pope Manufacturing Co.
of Harford, Coan. The firm want o
of butinms in 1913....

First Day: Oct. 25, 1988,

First-Day Clty: Redmond, WA
BEP) ®

Colors:  Blue, PMS 295
Red (“ZIP+4™), PMS 186
71z .82inches f18.0x
20.Brreny (image ares)
X7z 96inche /221 x
24 Ao (ovarall)

Plate Number: one singls digit on
svary 52nd stamp

Stampe par coll: 300 snd 3,000
[Pracanceled only}

Abaut Data Bank

My journals use this USPS mats-
ting an ahor's byline on it.

Rather than rewriting it for TRN, it
is presentod hew, in sbbrevisted foem,
ta allow collecions o gea the “official”
version.

Even these data are noc always cor-
rect. For sxampla, the Honoybes was
announcad as being prinied only in
rolls of 100, when rolls of 3,000 exist.
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Catalog Update

New StamJJs:

5.3T1P—Plate 1 of the 5.3¢ Elevatar, red procancel,
issued Sepr 2, 1988,

7.5T1P—Plata 1 of tha 7.5¢ Carreta, rod procancel
and plae numbez, issued Aug, 30, 1988,

£.4T2P—Plate 2 of the 8.4¢ Wheel Chair, earlian
e Oct. 6, 1988, plate number every 43th stamp.

(Yeager)

20.5T1P—Piats 1 of the 20.5¢ Fire Engine, black
procancal, issoed Sept. 16, 1988.

25H1—Pate 1 of the 25¢ Honoybee, issued Sept. 2,
1988. (Tagging 16.5mm wide on rolls of 100)
(USPS said this would exint oaly in rolls of 100,
but rolls of 3,000 exist. )

25H2—-Plats 2 of the 25¢ Honeybes, an sale Sept. 3,
1988. (Tagging 20.5mm wida on roils of 100}
(USPS suid this would exim only in rolls of 100,
but rolls of 3,000 exist.)

25F4—Plate 4 of the 25¢ Fiag Over Yosemite, Sopt.
27, 1938, in rolls of 3,000. C Prows, plate number
every 4Sthstamp. (Wide tagging) (Rabinowiz)

Withdrawals:

138 Monument tagged and precanceled—Oct. 31,
1988

4.9¢ Buckboard 1agged and precanceled—Oct. 31,
1938

10.18 Oil Wagon, black precancel—Oct. 31, 1936
(Philawlic Catalog said the red precancel issued
June 27, 1948, was 10 bo withdrawn. This is obwi-

ounly in arrex.)
8.5¢ Tow Truck, precancel—Oct. 31, 1988

Catalog Corrections:

Introduction, Page viii: The teminology for con-
stant plats variesies does not apply to stamps print-
od by offset and intaglio. On the offses plate, the
interval betwoen vacistics will be the same as the
lmgth of the offset strip and will not be related 1o
the plate nomber, which is printad by intaglio.On
the 258 Honeybes, this intarval is 25 even though
the plate rurnbess are 43 samps span.

Page 37: The plata makeap of the 25¢ “E™ stamps
wan 1§ gtripa of 24, not 17 swipe.

First Day Covers

By Olerm A. Este
Numbers found on First Day Covers:
3 Canonops Wagon 1
7.6¢ Carreta 1
B.4¢ Wheel Chair 1
10.1¢ Oil Wagoa (red procancel) 2
13.2¢ Coal Car 1
15¢ Tugboat 1
16.7¢ Popcom Wagon 1
21¢ Mal Car 1
E 11, 1211
iR nxn
254 Flag L2313

Imgerforate PNCs

By Dr. John Greerwood

The following scripe have been found imperforate:
13.2T1P—Plate 1, 13.24 Coal Car
21T1—Plza 1, 21¢ Reilroad Mail Car
22F17—Plaa 17, 22¢ Flag
25F2—Plata 2, 25¢ Flag/Y caamite
25F3—PFlata 3, 25¢ Flag/Y caamise
25E 1111 —Plawa 1111, 25¢ Harth
25E1211—Flne 1211, 25¢ Eanth
25TE—Plase 2, 25¢ Hreadwagon
25T3—Plais 3, 25¢ Breadwagon
2ST4—Plae 4, 25¢ Breadwagon

The following strips have bom found imperforate
with & paper splice:

25F2—Plate 2, 25¢ Flag/Yosemite

25E1111—Plats 1111, 25¢ Earth

25T2—Plate 2, 25¢ Breadwagon

The foliowing strips have been found miscut and
imperforate:

25T2—Plae 2, 25¢ Breadwagon

25T3—Plaw 3, 25¢ Brosdwagom

25F2—Plate 2, 254 Flag/Y osemize

Information wanted

Daa noeded for 1989 canalog on Flag/Yotamite
imperfs and quantitios:

John Groenwood, DDS

276 W, b SL .

Upland, CA 91786

Lighthouse’

As the acme of their ressarch and developmant, Lighthouss are now in
;m'ition te offer coliectors of tagged and unlagged

(precancaled)

(ay Al l-‘i:nclusivg, tully illustrated hingeless sets of pages with doubie-seam mounts that will hold — whatever you have or prefer — either P8 Jor PS 5
PNCs,

(B) individual spaces tor the usual =collectable- gap and/or mal positions;
(c) and on top of all that, extra iong PS T+ spaces and mounts to even accomodate JL and 2R gaps.

There are two sats of pages for the whaois rangs of PNC strips, viz. -

SIPNC/1 $F: oH COTTRELL

rass, with »Joint Line«,
S3PNC/28F: B, C/D & ANDREOTTI PNCs. w/q. joint line, reguiars block tagged,

reguinrs overall tagged,

1981—19085
1981 to date.

Originally, thess pugos were meant lor USED
{sea STAMP COLL

Additionally, there are sets of pages as wail for PNC SINGLES, lg

{without mounts)« and, of course, as =SF-Hingeiess pages (with mountsj«, i. e.
§3C8/1or 53 C8/18F: off COTTRELL press, with »Joint Line«, reg. oversll iagged. 1981-—1985
53 C8/2 or 53 C8/2 8F: off othar presses,

CTOR of 11/28/87, page

w/0. Joint Line, reg. block tagged,

ain both lagged and untagged. Thess can, moreovar, also be had as »regular pages

1981 to date.

But, obviously, thera saem to bs quite a numbaer of collectors, 100, who save PNC MINT singles

, *Modern Stamp Collactinge).

Of-353: Lighthouse PERFECT

KA-ted: matching Slip Cose

turned over.

The aloramentioned sata of pages are suitably inserted in sithar a

2-post turn-bar Binder with ~USA= on spine, or
DE-red: Lighthouss EXCELLENT 13-ring Binder (w/0. name of country on spins).
for sither one of the aforamentioned binders.

It is a matier of personal praference whether to choosa a PERFECT or an EXCELLENT binder. in visw of the Jengths of particularly tha PS 7 spaces
and mounts, the sditors feel inclined to recommaend the DE-red binder for items 53 PNC /1 & 2 SF, since the pages usually get bant isss when being

Su : PARTS 2 of the STAIP and SINGLE format aibums will be up-dated by annual supplements (or poasibly only svery other year
depending on the numbar of naw PNC issues dufing any one year).

Summary Period No. of Raguiar Pagen SF-Hinguless Pages
Pages withoul maunis with mounty

PNC P8 3/P85/PS 7 (Regulars &
Part 1: COTTRELL pruss/joint line/reg. overall tagged 1981/85 82 — -== 1 SAPNC/1SF US% 15800
Part 2: Other presses/no joint lina/reg. block tagged from 1981 a2 - -— | S3IPNC/2SF LUS$ 8200
PNC Singies (Regulars & Precanceis) Precancels
Part 1: COTTRELL press/joint line/reg. overall tagged 1981/85 13 83 C5/1 US$1850 | 53CS/1SF USS 3850
Part 2: Other pressaes/no joint line/reg. block tagged from 1881 14 53C5/2 LUS$1950 | B3CS/2S5F  USS 29.00
PERFECT 2-post turn-bar Binder with =USA= on spina OP-53 USs$ 51.00
EXCELLENT 13-ring Binder {withoul name of country on spine) DE-rag LSS 52.00
SLIP CASE KA-red USS 24.00

Plesse place your order with your tavorite desier or sise contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS, INC., P.O. Box 705, Hackensack, NJ 07602-0705.

Canadian reaidents wil! requast Canadian-Dollar-Prices from their Canadian dealer or contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS (CAN.) LTO..
210 Victoria Ave,, Montreal, P Q. H3Z 2M4, Canada.
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Cat/Color Plute

1 Magerea 179940-1 04/15/88
1 Proosss Yellow | 179941-1 O4/038/28
1 PMS Yellow |179942-1 O4/03/58
1Cym 1799431 | OMOSRR
1 Rlack 1799441 04588
25HO: (C Press) | 180014-1 Daf14/88
2 Magerns. 1799752 D4/11/88
2 Procems Yeliow | 179976-1 Das11/8%
2PMS Ydlow |179977-1 041198
2Cym 17199761 | onime
3Cym 1301263 | OSAEm
3 Magemta 1801273 | osxnze
3 Frocem Yellow | 1301 28-3 5/03/88
IPMS Yellow |180129.3 o B/m
3 Black 180130-3 potech
4Cym 1208074 053188
4 Magenia 1803084 as31ms
4 Procow Yellow | 1803084 | 05/31/88
4 PMS Yellow | 180310-4 /3188
4 Black 1503114 a5/31/88
5Cym 180318 | o&01/88
S Mageota 130619-5 {04018
3 Procoss Yellow | 130320-5 | 05/01/89
SPMS Yellow | 1803215 o501/
5 Black 1309235 0501/38
6 Rlnck 180061-6 050988
& Cymn IXON-6 | O8/14/88
6 Maganta 150966 | 01488
6§ Frocom Yeliow | 180391-6 05/14/38
EPMS Yellow | 1803916 05/00/38
7 Blnck 180362-7 05/09/58
7 Cym 1804367 | OS/XVER
7 180437-7 O5/20/88
7 PMS Yellow | 1504387 Osr20/88
4 Black 18E93-6 | oSNt
1 Yaliow 180446-8 o228
9 Rlack 15394-3 05/14/88
9 Yeliow 180440-10 | 06/21/88
10 Black 180440-10 | 0G671/88

Assigned To Prass

Canceled Impressions Subjecis Total Note

450
450
450
450
430

GEbEEEbEERCARERERERERET

450

P YUy
BEESBBBELES

CAT  PLATE  SERIES FACT ASSIGNED TOPRESS CANCELED IMPRESSIONS SUBJECTS  TOTAL

2582 |1763272 | B 25| 040286 | U706 | D6/17mS | 2,237,000 432 | 40,266,000 Blue. Andreott Pross
2= (1763292 | B 25| oamzms | 0TROIBE | 06173 | 2,237,000 432 | 40,286,000 | Black, Anudrectt Press
2E2 (1763282 | B 25| 040286 | O7R36 | 06178 | 2,237,000 432 | 40,266,000 | Red, Andreotsi Press
22FIT |177777-1 | PLAG 22| o00587 | o364 | O02/16Ms 238,000 432 2,142,000 | C Pross (ouly 18 rows)
22/ |175624-8 | FLAG 2| 10445 | oazIms | ozosms | 9173032 420 | 91,720,320| C/D Press

22F19  |177903-19| FLAG 22| o03nomr | ospesmt | oszoms | 3629500 430 | 36295,000| C/D Press

2F22 |178212-22| FLAG 25| osnsmy | 0sm0m7 | 0223ms | 4721400 430 | 47214.000| C/D Press

2571 [179934.] | FLAG 25| ow048 [ c4ntoms as8 B Prems

2972 |1801112 | FLAG 25| o458 458 B Prems

25F1  [180261-3 | FLAG 25| 0%20/88 a8 B Proms

2561 [130014-1 | HONEYBEH 25| D4/14/33 364 Black C Press (so¢ article)
21.1L1 {175365-1 | LETTERS |21.1| 091688 | 1002m5 | o506ms 545,340 408 9,270,780 | Blue

21AL1 {175361-1 | LETTERS |21.1) ooviems | 100285 | o506 545,340 408 9,270.780 | Yollow

21101 |179363.1 | LETTERS |21.1| 0916/85 | 100285 | 050648 545140 408 9,270.780 | Red

211L1 [175366-1 | LETTERS | 211 | owis/s | 100245 | 0sno6mE 545,340 408 9,270.780 | Black (tome)

21111 (1753621 | LETTERS | 211 | 0916485 | 100285 | 0506/28 545340 a0e $,270.780 | Pink

211L1 |175364-1 | LETTERS |21.1| o09/168S | 10/02/85 | 050678 545340 408 9,770,780 | Groen

ITZB  |179668-2 | TRANS 1| oio/ss | oxzme ace B Proms

3TIB  |178807-1 | TRANS 3| osmemr | nxwmr ast B Prees

STIB  [177083-1 | TRANS s| oso1Be | NEVER | 020518 NONH 458 NONE| Motarcycle B Press
71T1  |177452-1 | TRANS 71 11/1386 | 010587 | o4/iéns 7918 458 521,262( B Press

7ITIP |177509-1 | TRANS 71| 112656 | 010587 468 B Pross P/C t5 press
8.3T28P (1789192 | TRANS £3| 093047 | 110387 as3 B Pross

SATIP [1804451 | TRANS RA|  o&22/83 458 B Prem

8.STIP [1774541 | TRANS 550 11146 | 102887 | 011538 142,500 468 1,232,500 | P/C to prees

BST2P |179060-2 | TRANS a5 /307 | 11787 | 120487 420,500 458 | 3,784,500

RSTIP [179398-3 | TRANS 85| 1204787 468

10.1T2ZPi| 1788082 | TRANS 101 09N6A7 a8 Black precancel
10.1TZPi{ 178808-2 | TRANS 101 06/01/58 ass Rod procancel
12.5T2P | 1777842 | TRANS 128 | o147 | 112287 468

133TIP 1804031 | TRANS 132 | os&/15m8 | o6p2s/ms prh

15T1  [180068-1 } TRANS 15| oannms | 052278 as3

16.7T1P | 1802761 | TRANS 167 | oszs/ms | 06720788 Py

2ITIP  [180499-1 | TRANS 21| osnome pr

25T1  [1772731 | TRANS 25| osmems | 10088 | s | 1418929 468 | 12,770,451 B Prom

2512 |179533-2 | TRANS 25 o121M8 | 02098 as0 C Press

2513 |179696-3 | TRANS 25| o8 480 D Proes

25T4 |1798024 | TRANS 25| O0joasE | 032178 430 C Prom

25T5  {179910-8 | TRANS 25| 0330/88 | O4/04/E8 430 B Prees

BEP data on all plates for 25¢ Honeybee Honeybee creates
Note: Since anly the intaglio C Press applies a plate number, offsst plates will not have a catalog

sumber, Those dats are intended o keop track of the printing history of thess stamps. buzz of new ideas

Printing of the 25¢ Honeybee by a
combination of offset and intaglio press-
es gives collectors several new things to
watch for.

Alignment is topmost.

We have had the problem of alignment
in the past where a stamp was printed in
several colors. The most visible was on
the 18¢ Washington Monument and
21.1¢ Letters, where vertical alignment
of the plates, one for each color, resulted
in upward and downward shifts of the
plate number suffin for that plate. If
alignment was perfect, all the plate num-
bers would be in a straight line; if not,
they would wobble up and down.

Poor alignment also caused visible
changes in the image of the stamp de-
sign, where design elements would be
out of register with each other.

Gruding of these stampe by some deal-
ers tock alignment into consideration.

On the Honeybee, the alignment prob-

Please turn to Page 100
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BEP plate report answers questions, raises new ones

Continued from First Page

» We still lack correct data for the 18¢
Washington Morument stamps showing
the numbers *“1112" and “11121.”

« Printing of the 25¢ Honeybee (PNC
Catalog numbers 25H1 and 25H2) was
plagued by difficulties. As many es 10
offset plates were mads for some colors.
(Ken Lawrence says this conclusion is
incorrect. “If anything, that number is
low. Planographic plates always wear
out quickly and must be replaced of-
ten.™) Only one intaglio plate was made
through June. We have stamps from a
second plate and know of Plate 3 having
been made. Plate 1 printing began in
May with offset plates carrying the suf-
fix “5.” In June, they were replaced on
press by plates bearing the suffix “6.” By
June 20, black offset Plate 8 had been
put on. (Because offset plates carry no
plate numbers, we will catalog only the
intaghio plate.)

« BEP reported that it sent a 15¢ Tug-
boat to press as a precancel. Jimmy
Chapplear of the Stamps Division said
no 15¢ Tugboats had been precanceled
and termed the report &n error.

* While BEP did release more cancela-
tion data on the 21.1¢ Letters stamps, the
numbers still do not add up.

In addition, we still have these unre-
solved plate problems:

{ Printing totals on the 17¢ Auto,

Plates 5, 6 and 7, don't add up right.

1 Plates 1 through 6 of the 2¢ Loco-

§ We sl need cancelations of
plates for the 14¢ Iceboat, 18¢ Sur-
rey, the 20¢ Official and three plates
used for the “D™ stamps
= In the experiment with the 22¢ Flag

Test stamps, a plate was prepared for
printing the stamp as a booklet on the D
Press. [t was later canceled with no
stamps printed. Yet another plaie was
made for the C Press. [t was just o have
a “T” and no plate number. It was also
canceled withoul impressions.

= The maximum number of PNCs
printed of the 22¢ Flag Test stamp was
2,142,000, a total that appears to justify
recent high retail prices. The stamps
were printed on the C Press with an in-
terval of 48, but the plate was only 17
rows wide, not the 18 rows indicaled in
the PNC catalog.

« BEP canceled all Cottrell plates it
made for the 22¢ “D” Eagle stamps. No
stamps were printed from these. It has
yet to cancel the two plates from which
plates were actually printed and a B
Press plate (40264-1) from which no
stamps were printed.

= BEP assigned a Plate 3 for the 8.5¢
Tow Truck in December 1987. The
stamps have not been found by collec-
tors, nor is there a report of the plate go-
ing to press. The precanceled 8.5¢ stamp
was taken off sale Oct. 31 at the Philatel-
ic Sales Division.

« BEP reported a date to press for Plate
8 of the 22¢ Flag on April 27, 1987.
Thom Wheeler thinks 1986 is more like-

motive do not add up correctly. ly. Also, Alan Malakoff notes that when

BEP data for 18¢ Washington Monument

Calor Piata Amigned ToPrem Cancelad Impramions Total Notes

Yellow | 174562-1 OTDL/RS | O1/27/25 | Q47236 320,000% 5440.000%
174567-2 OTR13S | OI2518| 05136 N NONE
175342-3 09/11/85 | 10723/35 | 032478R) 2,631 48,133,300
130330-4 06/03/88 | O6/10/88

Red |174560-1 0101735 { 0727788 | O4/X3A8 | 320,000% 5.44D,000°
174565-2 OTAOL/RS | OI25/88 | 031336 N NONE
175340-3 09711785 | 10/23/85| 052478 | 2,831 44,132,500
180328-4 060338 | 06/10r88

Blue 174561-1 010135 | 0NIINS &23/86( 310 3 A40,000
174566-2 OTRLAS | 012588 1386 N NONE
175341-3 0971188 | 10/23788
1802294 0603/88

Black (1743631 | ov;us | oopins|  wmae| ax, $,440,000"| No stamps knows #r

woe  (174568-2 | ormias | ovrsas| 3w N NONH Stamps exint &
175343.3 0R/11/85 | 10/23/8S
179121-4 1104/87 | 08/10v28

Black | 1745841 o101/83 | O/21/85 &/13/B6( 220, 5,440,000

ope |174369-2 | ovm1s | ovesas| s N NO!
175344-3 09n1A5 | 10724788
179141-4 1105787 ' 06/10/88

* Thes¢ [igures are incorrect. The total for all tagged and p Jod stamps nnmt bo gr than the

total of mgged stamps.

% Total for Plate 174563-1 is fictitious. No stamgs wers printed from this plase. It is probably the o~

tal For Plate 174368-2, which BEP says was hever printed.

the plate was assigned, it was designated
for the D Press, but when it was can-
celed, it was referred to as a C Press
plate. The two presses are interchange-
able.

But Wheeler is stumped by the date to
press for the precanceled Plate } of the
8.5¢ Tow Trck, given by BEP as Oct.
28, 1987, That is much too late. First-day
covers of this stamp, canceled Jan. 24,
1987, are widely known. Apparently,
BEP data gre in error.

The most notable finding from the new
report is that our concern about the 25¢
Honeybee was correct.

The plate number appears 48 stamps
apart, the correct intzrval for the C Press.
BEP reported that the intaglio part of the
stamp was to be printed on the C Press
but gave a configuration for that press
that results in 900 stamps per revolution
of the sleeve. Since there is no way to
have & plate number appear with an in-
terval of 48 in a sleeve that prints 900
stamps (900 canmot be divided by 48 w
result in a whole number), BEP’s data
for this intaglio printing musi be in error.

According to George V.H. Godin,
what we have is that the stamps are first
printed on the web offset press BEP
identifies as Press 43, This is the Goebe]l
Optiforma Press, which prints 18 rows of
25 for a total of 450 stamps per revolu-
tion on Plate 1.

The rolls were then taken (o the intagl-
io press, to print the intaglio portion.

Since we know that there were 18 rows
of stamps off Plate 1 on the offset press,
the entire C Press capacity (20 rows) was
not used, resulting in B64 stamps per rev-
olution (18 stripe of 48).

This means we can no longer identify
varieties by their relationship to the plate
number. An offset variety will repeat
every 25th stamp, slowly drifting across
the roll in relation to the plate number.
But there’s a bonus. In many instances,
we should see two offset varieties be-
tween plate mumbers,

While the BEP data report only one in-
taglio plaie, Plate 2 of the Honeybee was
available at many post offices when the
stamp went on sale Sept. 3 (one day after
the first day). It was printed with 20
rows of 25.

Please rurn to Page 101
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First two plates of Honeybee show two different widths of tagging

Continued
from Page 98

lem is exacerbat-
ed. It is not just a
question of align-
ing the register of
the five colors on
the offset press, a
difficult enough
printing problem.

After printing
the offset portion,
the rewound roll
is put on the in-
taglio press o
print the black
body of the bee,
the portion printed
by intaglio.

And here come problems.

On many of the early strips of the Plate
1 stamps, the plate number was “high.”
What this means is that the number is not
clear of the design. Many plate numbers
appeared to have their tops cut off.

Apparently, the Bureau became aware
of this, because the “1” on most stamps
is without a top serif. Thus, i1 looks like
this: 1, decapitated even if all there.

There are stamps in existence with a
full “1” from an experimental early
printing, where the lagging was applied
on the offset press. First examples of
these were reported by Al Haake.

A second consideration is tagging.
There are two totally different styles of
tagging on rolls of 100. Tagging on rolls
of 3,000 has not vet been examined.

On Plate 1, the block tagging measures
16.5mm across, The shape of the block
is rectangular in most cases. But on Plate
2, a change was made. On stamps from
Plate 2, the block is 20.5mm wide, leav-
ing only the perforations untagged. And
the shape has become like a TV screen,
with curved comers.

The change in tagging may be the re-
sult of a change in plate makeup and the
press used. Some Plate 2 stamps were
printed on the D Press, which has both
offset and intaglio portions, eliminating
the need to rewind the roll. But the D
Press was booked up for other stamps
(notably the Christmas issues) and some
printing took place on the C Press.

Plate 1 tagging
Untagged portions are shown in gray

Still another factor affecting the stamps
is that a gravure stamp paper was used,
This shows up in a plastic-like feel, mak-
ing the stamps somewhat harder to tear
apart than previous PNCs. The paper
does not crack when one bends a coil at
the perforations before separating
stamnps. (You do bend stamps before sep-
arating them, don't you?)

Then there was the problem of descrip-
tion. The convention among PNC collec-
tors has been 1o note details such as va-

Plate 2 tagging

rieties by counting
from the plate
number. A variety
two stamps right
of the numbered
stamp was termed
“2R." This con-
vention dies with
the Honeybee be-
cause the circum-
ference of the cyl-
inders used in the
two printing pro-
cesses is different.

But there is a
bonus. If there is a
variety on the off-
set portion, there
will often be two
of them berween
each set of plate numbers.

Is the Honeybee the start of & new de-
finitive coil seties?

Both Assistant Postmaster General
Gordon Morison and W L. (Pete) David-
son, director of the Office of Stamps,
strongly denied such an intention.

Davidson said the Bee envelope had
proved popular, as had recent animal
stamps and the idea was to repeat the bee
on a stamp. He said a coil stamp lent it-
self ideally to a subject so small.

Did change of presses cause
the difference In the tagging?

The Burean of Engraving and Printing
has changed presses for three stamps
originally printed on the B Press.

The stamps have been shifted to the C
Press. That means, of course, that they
can also be printed on the D Press.

The interval from one plate number to

the next is reduced from 52 (B Press) to

48 (C Press).

The reason for the change was that pro-
duction on the B Press was backing up.
To alleviate this, sleeves were made for
the C press. Also, the 20¢ Cable Car was
assigned to the C Press right from the
start.

The Postal Service said the only differ-
ence between stamps on one press and
stamps on another would be the interval,
but this remains  be seen after exami-
nation of the stamps themselves.

Two of the shified stamps — the 21¢
Railroad Mail Car and the 8.4¢ Wheel
Chair — are service-inscribed and, there-
fore, untagged. But the third, the 25¢
Flag Over Yosemite (25F4), is tagged
and collectors have found differences in
the iagging on the two presses in the
past.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, who first found
25F4, said the tagging on i1 is wide.

The tagging change observed from
Plate 1 to Plate 2 of the 25¢ Honeybee
(see article above) may be an easy way to
spot the C Press version of the 25¢ Flag.

Another change also took place at
BEP.

The 25¢ Honeybee was originally
printed from offset plates measuring

Please turn to Page 102
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Do BEP totals tell scarcity?

Now, after more than seven years of
PNCs, we can pause and examine some
of the numbers we have been playing
with.

The greatest number of possible PNCs
so far are from Plate 8 of the 20¢ Flags,
with a maximum of 155,398,610.

These maximum figures do not neces-
sarily mean that there are 155.4 million
PNCs out there.

We use the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing’s “impressions” total to make
our calculations. The total on which we
base the figure includes printers® waste,
stamps rejected by internal BEP inspec-
tion and any stamps that may have been
destoyed by post offices.

The next nine stamps (all from the Flag
Seng;:egs) with high maximums zre:

128,545,400
20F5 101,717,100
22F2 90,273,123
2F8 97,730,320
22F12 82,157,910
2F12 69,190,120
25 68,176,980
20F2 62,772,750
20F3 60,979,500

Which immediately raises the question:
“Are any Flag stamps scarce?” The an-
swer is yes. The stamp with the lowest
possible maximom of PNCs printed
among alt PNCs is Plate 6 of the 22¢
Flag. It was canceled after only 28,018
impressions and could have produced
only 504,324 PNCs.

Next in order of few Flag PNCs possi-
ble are Plate 13 of the 22¢ Flag
(2,091,852 maximum PNCs); the Test
stamp (2,142,000); and Plate § of the
18¢ Flag (8,847,000},

Ranking right behind 22F§ in scarcity
is the tagged version of the 7.1¢ Traclor
(521,262 maximum PNCs). The only
other stamps with & maximum less than
one million were Plates 1 and 2 of the
4.9¢ Buckboard (901,350).

The following table shows maximum
PNCs and the most recent average deal-
ers’ price for a F-VF sirip of five chosen
ﬁm&wstmnpswnhlowpnmmgwm,s

Price
22F6 504 24
21T 521,262 208
49T1-2P 901,350 1.73
0T12-14 1065166 2026
T34 1,100,808 127
9.3T8P 1,220004 9733

Max. PNCs
8_5T1 P 1,282,500 2 72
ATIC-2C 1324602 180
5.9T5-6P 1363338 5831
The price column bears no relation to
the calculaled printing totals.

So let's look at the maximum PNC
figures for some stamps with relatively
high average dealers’ prices for a F-VF
strip of five. (Here we are excluding
such items as Plates 3 and 5 of the 5.2¢
Sleigh because the maximum PNC fig-

ure would include precancels, too.)
Cel Max. PNCs

18T34 2328192 R0
272 434223 02200
10.9T34P 5,142,708 42545
20T 6970464 3517
20C1-2 9606,114 16482
20776 10,085,742 @050
20 11,213,154 181548
22F3 17,818,080 27.82
20F4 62,546,320 187.40

Again there is no relationship between

price and the highest possible number of
PNCs that could have been printed.

This can only lead to several conclu-
sions, which may or may not be correct.

* Some numbers are scarce because
they were mainly used up for postage.
Or, these stamps may have ended up in
postal vauits,

* Stamps were stripped ot as line pairs
before PNCs caught on.

* We are rying to rely on quicksand.
Qver the years, we have found BEP data
to be unrelinble, and full of errers. Sev-
eral members of the PNC Smdy Group
believe that some numbers reported by
BEP are pure inventions, released to pa-
per over the fact that nobody really
knows how many stamps were printed.

In eny event, BEP figures must be tak-
en with several grains of salt when one
tries to use themn to gmuge scarcity.

BEP report causes confusion

Continued from Page 99

It was apparently printed at first only
on the offset-intaglio D Press, avoiding
the rewinding of the rolls. Later versions
were printed on the Optiforma and C
presses.

Also, an experimental run of Plate 1
was made in which the tagging was ap-
plied on the offset press. Tagging was
later shified to the intaglio press. That
experimental printing of Plate 1 has a
full (not truncated) plate number.

The dals in the accompanying tables
have been edited o overcome some con-
fusion caused by errors in BEP's reports.

For example, BEP reported that it sent
the 17.5¢ Racing Car to press as & pre-
cancel on Jan. 27, 1988, and gave its
plate number as 178505-1. Previously,
BEP had indicated that this was the
tagged plate and the precencel bore the
BEP designation 178453-1. We have ig-
nored the new date to press,

On the other hand, BEP said it sent the
7.1¢ Tractor to press as a precancel and
gave its plate number as 177509-1. And
it said it canceled the tagged version of
the 7.1¢ value with a relatively low total
of impressions. We had previously re-
versed these two plate numbers, but have

now conformed o BEP's latest dara.

Some dates in raw BEP data were also
wrong and have been comrected in the
tables. The cancelation date of the 22¢
Flag Test stamp, for example, was given
as Feb. 16, 1987, 11 months before the
plate was sent to press. The date ap-
peared among the plates canceled in Feb-
ruary 1983, We have simply changed
“1987" o “1988."

We treated the “to press” date for the
tagged 7.1T1 the same way because it
was senl to press before its assigned
date.

Although we list three plates, all bear-
ing the suffix “2," for the 25¢ Earth
stamps, we lack date on all other plates
used 1o print them,

But one thing is certain, at least two of
the totals reported for the “E" stamp are
wrong unless there were other plates we
do not know about.

Maybe we'll have facts next time.

Huge printing order for Honeybee

The Postal Service ordered 110 million
rolls of Honeybees in rolls of 100 and
100,000 rolls of 3,000.

That adds up to 11.3 billion stamps,
shifting regularly between the C and D
Press. We should have some fun!
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AFDCS declines to sign
some PNC FDCs; Lawrence
links USPS official to covers

By Stephen G, Esrati

The expertizing committee
of the American First Day
Cover Society has declined to
give an opinion on several
suspect precanceled covers,
according 1o an article by Ken
Lawrence in Linn's of Sept.
5, 1988,

The covers in question are:

« House of Famam's cover
with the B Press version of
the 8.3¢ Ambulance.

 Kribbs covers with pre-
canceled 4.9¢ Buckboard
stamps.

« Kribbs covers with pre-
canceled 5.9¢ Tricycle
stamps.

» Kribbs covers with pre-
canceled 10.9¢ Hansom Cab
Stamps.

At the same time, the com-
mittee signed as genvine Art-
Craft and House of Famam
covers showing the B Press
version of the 4¢ Stagecoach.

Allison W. Cusick, chair-
man of the commitiee, said
declining to give an opinion
does not prejudice the covers
in any way.

Lawrence continued his dis-

cussion of FDCs in the issue
of Sept. 12 when he reported
on alleged FDCs showing the
6¢ Tricycle precanceled, cav-
ers that turned up long after
the stamp was issued.

At STaMpsHOW 87 in Bos-
ton, I asked dealers and col-
lectors from Maryland wheth-
er they had ever heard of
R&D Enterprises in Rock-
ville, Md., the firm that was
selling these covers. No one
had ever heard of R&D,
which used a post office box
and had no listed telephone.

Lawrence used the Freedom
of Information Act to find out
who was renting the post of-
fice box and was informed
that it was Wayne Anmuth, a
high-ranking postal official.

Anmuth had previously sold
a 6T1P cover to Lawrence.

So Lawrence wrote to An-
muth at the box and was
promptly threatened with
lawsuits if he printed any-
thing about Anmuth, Law-
rence said.

Linn's ran the article any-
way.

TPN did not know how 1o
reach Anmuth for comment.

Did change of presses cause
the difference in the tagging?

Continued
from Page 100

18x25. The printed rolls were
then taken to the C Press
where the intaglio portion
was printed.

But this wasted two rows of
the C Press’s capacity, which
is 20 rows.

i your labe! says “6-88,"
this Is your last lssue.

Plate 2 of the Honeybee was
prinied 1o use the full capaci-
ty of the C/D Press, meaning
new offset plates had 1o be
made, which measure 25x20.

These changes may account
for the changes in tagging.

Unfortunsately, BEP plate-
activity data reported in this
issue of The Plate Number do
not yet reflect these changes.

Plaie 3 has been made.

We solicit reports on your
findings.

Can chocolate on the press
cause a constant plate variety?

It seemed a new constant
variety. Missing on the 21¢
Railroad Mail Car was the top
of “0s” in “1920s™ a1 2R.

Of the six strips obtsined,
one had a huge brownish blob
at just about the same place,
obviously something foreign
on the plate (it looked like a
pressman had been eating
chocolate and some fell off).

On the next numbered strip
over, some brown could still
be seen.

But on the next three strips,
there was no sign of brown,
just missing type.

Which seems to indicate
that even when finding two
identical strips with what
looks like a printing variety,
one cannot always be certain.

A.S. Cibulskas, who tries o
make order out of an ever-
growing interest in PNC va-

“This is a key point. I have
received numerous reports on
these kinds of itemns. [ have,
perhaps arbitrarily, decided
not o report varieties caused
by foreign matter unless sep-
arate confirmatory reports
have been made from differ-
ent sources. This is still not
foolproof, but will continue
until proven wrong.”

What this means is:

If Smith finds a foreign-
matter item in Utah, we will
disregard it. If Brown in Ohio
finds a similar item, we take
another lock.

This is reasonable. Plates
can be permanently damaged
by foreign matter. The variety
could continue even after the
dirt is gone (onto the stamps
in this case),

Constancy, in other words,
is not the only test.

rieties, commented on the It all makes for happy hunt-
ADLETS

Ctasaifisd ads are 15 cants a word, Thare in no charga lor your
sddress. Membars of PNCJ are entitied 10 ons free adiet a year

up ta 25 words.

BUYING TAG SHIFTS an coils,
with or without plate numbars, in
quantity, All U.S. tag varielies
wanted in quantity. TAG SHIFT
HARRY Mueggenberg, 3525 Bluff
Court, Carmichael, CA 95608. (5-
)

USED Transporiation plate numbar

singles, pairs and strips. Very
chaflenging, intereating, and inex-
pensive. Some covers also. Price
list for SASE. Max Hickox, Box
21081, Derver, Celo 86221, (5-
)

BAAGAINS! No longer $350.001
20¢ Firepumpers #12, #14 LNBs
VF $14.50; XF $32.50, Mint,
Used, Precanceled. EFO 18¢
Washington #43444, PN5s with
UFCOs 88.50. 22¢ Fiags Biue Eror
Pair $19.95. VF PN5s #1, #14
$14.50; #3 $24.50; #8 $7.50; #2,
45, 8, 10, 12, 15-18, 1818, 21-
22 33.75; #7, 11, 13-14, 17, 2
34.95. W Runzles, 14528 Sher-
man Way, #1291, Van Nuys, CA
21405. (8-88)

JOIN PNCY Get valuable discounts
from dealers and Coil Line. Send

SASE and $10 o Eric Russow,
P.O. Box 17374, Whitefish Bay,
Wi 53217, (1-89)

BUYING PNC FDCS. Write first
Thomas Gift, 19958 Haviland
Ave., Bronx, NY 10472, (490}

HAVE excess PNCs to trade for
your mint U.S. postage. Send
SASE for list. Richard L. Beecher,
10778 Woodbine St #302, Los
Angeles, CA 90034. (Frae PNC3)

WANTED: FDCs and Commercial
Covars of PNCs. Also, do you re-
calve metared mail? Warch for
Otympica/Sports maters, Glenn A
Estus, P.O. Box 451, Westport,
NY 12983 (Fres PNCY)

ALL BACK ISSUES of TPN available.
Plaase send SASE for order blank. Esre-
¥, P.0. Box 20130, Shakar Heights, OH
44120

WEST GERMANY, BERLIN new asues
sorvice: singles, coils, firm-day panels,
postal stationary, bookiets, All at 15%
over {aca against deponil. Tell me ot what
point you wish lo start. Scott or Michsl
rumbers. Esrati, P.O.Box 20330, Shaker
Heights, OH 44120,
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:- TPN readers are loyal

aL
1 Through Sept. 30, more than 75% of the readers of | .
§ TPN renewed thair subscription for anothar year. I . : ' ]
This shows that TPN mests tha neads of more than |

400 collectors for facts about PNCs. I
Many PNC collectars do not know what thay're misa-

I in 1 l
g. Pleass tell your friends about TPN,
: | . ON FIRST DAY COVERS
“The September issue was the best one yet,” said a WE HAVE HAD CUR NEW ISSUE SERVICE ON
| chartar subscriber in Massachusetts. ] COLORANOC FULL COLOR *SILK" CACHETS FOR
TEN YEARS. WE CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH FDC'S
I "“Why wasn't | told about this?" asked a dealer in || ON EACH COIL NEW ISSUE. WE CATER TO YOUR
T‘xasl who now advarises. NEEDS. NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED.

WRITE US TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS.
Six issues, $15. $3.50 more for first-class or foreign

mailing. $2 off for members of PNC3.

ERGA STUDIOS
PO BOX 56086
LITTLE ROCK, AR 722158086

Limited Sates oy

If you know anyone who collects PNCs, tell him
or her about TPN. it'll help guarantee the maga-
Zina's futura.

[

[ Stephen G. Esrati
I P.O.Box 20130

M Shaker Helghts OH 44120
L

—------------J

First book on the subject
Limited collectors’ edition

“The Transportation Coils and Other Plate Number Issues”

By Joseph Agris, M.D.
Hard cover, color plates, 300+ photos, interesting anecdotes, ete.

Regular price: $41.95 PNC3 members’ special: $33.95
(Please add $2.55 for postage and handling. Texas residents pleass add 7.25% sales tax.)
Eclectic Publishing, P.O. Box 20373, Houston, TX 77225-0373

* %% Super Specials — Close Out x%x %

$1.50 PNC 5 $2.00 PNC 5 $250PNC 5 $3.00 PNC 5
7.6¢ Carreta PIC 13.2¢ Coal Car #1 PIC 16.7¢ Popcom Wagon PIC 21¢ Mail Cas PIC
8.4¢ Wheel Chair PXC 15¢ Tughoat #1 17.5¢ Race Car E #1111, 1222
10¢ Canal Boat #1 ! 14¢ iceboat #2 B Press 17.5¢ Race Car F/C 25¢ Flag #1,2,3
5¢ Milk Wagon #1 12¢ Stanley Sleamer P/C #1,2 25¢ Honaybee 18¢ Washington 3333, PC
8.3¢ Ambulance #1, 2 12.5¢ Pushcanl 1,2 PC 17¢ Dog Sled 33333 and 1112
7.1¢ Tractor #1 PIC 25¢ Bread Wagon 1,2,3,4
SEND WANT LISTS — SASE PLEASE
Dr. Joseph Agris

P.O. Box 20373 Houston, TX 77225-0373
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USPS dumps seven trailers full of covers;
dealer wonders what PNC jewels were lost

Jerry Koepp, co-owner of
Stamps 'n' Swff in West Des
Moines, must be a fisherman.
He's got a great story about
“the one who got away.”

A sweepstakes company in
Minneapolis was raided by the
Postal Service on suspicion
that the owner had been en-
gaged in washing stamps
(reusing stamps that had not
been canceled).

The mailmen carted off seven
tractor-trailer loads of covers. The owner
of the firm knew he was innocent, but
when the case was resolved and USPS
offered to return the confiscated muail,
the owner's wife said, “Thanks, but no
thanks.”

So seven semis drove off to the dump,

Koepp does not know what may have
been in those seven semis. But he did
manage to pick up 7 1/2 tons of covers
from the firm. Koepp's haul included
stamps from the 18¢ and 20¢ era, includ-
ing lots of Consumer Education, Pump-
er, Surrey and Flag PNC singles. Afier a
diligent search, Koepp said he found no
18F6 used singles, but has found a gold
mine of other used material,

“You got to wonder what was in the
rest,” he said,

L2t ]

Seen at STaMpsHOW in Detroil was a
SAFE album that it splendid for mount-
ing long stripe.

The pages are black with transparent
pockets that cen accommodate strips up
to 18 stamps long. The exact measure-
ments of the pages, each with space for
eight strips, are 16 1/2 inches long by 11
13/16 inches high.

The pages (No. 1028) retail at $2.50
each and the binder (No. 1020} can hold
40 pages. The binder retsils at $39.95. A
matching slipcase (No. 1029) retails at
$21.95.

The enly drawback is that such pages
allow for no write-up.

As with most philmelic accessories,
these items may be purchasad st consid-
erable discounts from such dealers as
Subway Stamp Co.

PRE-FDC: Frank Marrelii beats the Postal Service by a day.

The 25¢ Honeybee stamp was issued
Sept. 2 in Omahs. Frank Marreltl, s
PNC dealer in Kenosha, Wisc., obtained
some of these stamps before the official
first day and made covers that were can-
celed Sept. 1 in Milwaukee. A close.up
of his cance] is shown sbove.

L Ll

Douglas P. Brown of the Postage
Stamp Gallery in Chamblee, Ga., has
published an album for PNCs. Each page
is for one design and provides space for
a single, & pair, and swrips of three and
five. Pages are
punched for a

three-ring binder. All the
You would need to

by seitiona) pag. PNC Ngws
es (at $1 each) for [ELLUEIRSIE

each plate number
beyond the first for
that design, so the 22¢ Flag would cost
mn added $21 over and sbove the $79 for
the basic albumn.

L2 L

Postal clerks da not like the 21¢ Rall-
road Mall Car at all.

For the first time, the wrapper label
fails to state a price for a roll of 500. All
previous PNC labels had a price.

L LT ]

Alan Thomson of New Hampshire
points out that the 7.6¢ Carreta is the
first stamp in the Transportation Series
where a plate number appears in x color
other than that of the vignette. On
7.6T1P, the plate number is in the color
of the service indicator (red).

L L L

Did you know that U.S. stamps are the

thickest in the world?

Our stamps, including

the gum, are about

0.12Zmm thick. The
stamps of Canada, the

Uniled Nations in New

York, France, Italy and

West Germany measure

0.10mm. Japan and

China issue stamps of

0.9mm while recent

Mexican stamps meas-
ure only 0.8mm.

Here's a wonderful way to solve the
Postal Service's profit problem. By
printing stamps on thinner paper, mil-
lions of doliars could be saved on paper.
Going from 0.12 t0 0.10 mm would be a
saving of 16.7%.

L2 2 ]

Willlam Haskins of Massachuseiis has
found several rolls of 25T1, Plate 1 of
the 25¢ Bread Wagon, in which the plate
numbers are so weak as to become al-
most invisible,

E L]

Among recent subscribers to TPN are
the library of the University of Texas at
Dallss and the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin at Magison. The Wisconsin
library goes back to Issue 1, Volume L

No philatelic libraries have back issues
nor are any of them on the subscription
list.

Ll L]

Tom Beschorner of Washington,
D.C., has found a new high transfer, and
this one is easy to spot.

On the strip of five of Plate 3 of the 2¢
Locomotive showing the “smoking "
the stamp at the left end of the strip is
high by about half a millimeter.

(21

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz has signed on
as the PNC columnist for The Stamper, a
new monthly magarine being published
in Florida by Joseph J. Puleo Jr.

Dr. Rabinowitz’s column will be called
..Rlb's R.p:o

In the first (October 1988) issue, the
column goes over the basics.

Steve Esrati's “Stamps and Politics™ is
in it, too.
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PNCs on Unopened Covers

184 Surrey 7
s oo 8
4.00 9
6.00 10
4.00 1
4,00 12

10.00 13

25.00 14

15.00 12,00 3
50.00 8.00 2

12.00
a.co
8.00
8.00

15.00

15.00

15.00

15.00

5.00
12.00

PNC's on Commercinl
Covers
Clean, unopened envelopes
on 18¢ Flag, 20¢ Flag, 18¢
Surrey, 20¢ Pumper, 20¢
Consumer
18¢ Flag

204 Fiag 8.00

20¢ Pumpaer 7
8 5.00

444444444444 44044884484444204244484448844844044434444444444444444444444444444444444444

15.00
15.00

5.00

12.00
12.00
8.00
8.00

5.00
5.00
8.00
100

Chip 1L, between 4 5 8
port
Crack 1R

Tadon 1L
Same
Smoking 1" 1L
Same

Chill roller
Chill rofler
Quotation marks 1L
Multiple slashes 21
Double gap on top p/c
bar 2R
Double gap on top pic
bar 2R
Buggy whp {mint)
Buggy whip pic {Line
)

34 Pic mat variety: llying dit
clod 2R of gap
Dot over < in “Nonprofi” PS5
Bumed nibbar 2R {mint) PS5

Skdmak ()2t PSS
nk blobs {p'c) 1R PSS
Flying dirt clod e} 3L PSS

Whola, low shitod 1 on
battom PSS
34 Mat vaiety: Smoking B in
“18608° 1L of gap )
Dot right of crank 1L
Weaping W (mint) 1L
Sama {pic)
Tad on U {mim) 1R

Smoking "g* {mint) 1. P53
Same (v LG) 1L PSS

Flying hyphen (mint 1R PS5
Bursting shel mint 2R  strip
oS
Dotin0" ol 10,3178  strip
ols

P55

Ps7,

85¢ 1
03 1
PSS
PS/%
PaR2

Low transler 2

PNC Varieties

S 00
6.00

400

300
8.00

850
12.00
5,00

850
850

70.00

11¢ {Caboons)

1 Brake shoe (%) smp

1250

1¢ (Sttr)
Fender and crack in
number 1L
Chill roller 11,
Polshing cloth 1L

Chit rofler
Chi roller

Raclining comma 1R

Dotabove E 1R {p/c

Tye AGap dl)

Same, mint 1R

Chip on joint lire 1R
it

(mire)
7 Ok dropt A (ming)
17561 inking variety: Hole in 7

18¢ 1 Lightning bol 1L
" 10 Lightring bokIL

20¢ Pumper
2 Plawerack11L
Same
18 Chilt roller

]
7

PS2
7

P&/

8.0

25.00
10.00

PS2 100.00
PS/3 300.00

16 1250

15¢ Waghingion
1112 Colorshilt

PSS 1250

33333 Pimpleonip (P} 2R PSS

21.1¢  Letters

111127 Disgona! scratch {mint) PSS
Same, exmnsion down
(mire) P&/
Duoonllwmh

Extension up
Extension down (181}
Extension down (2nd)

Fag

14 Q foe (mim) P&s

22¢ Flag
2 Dotover Capiml 3L
8 Decapilated 8"
8 Blue number *8"
20 Blug number 20"

PS5

15.00

15.00
15.00
15.00
5,00
15.00

17.50

8.00
6.00
35.00
12.00

No.on To

i¢ PaA 17¢ 3
PSR
PSS
P35

- ? Ps
40
55

op

am
400
400
3000
.50
7.5

TERMS: Paymant with order. Prices subject to change withoui notice. Will
take U.S. postage at face in trade. Precancels at 90%.

Deduct

| DISCOUNT:

5% on arders over
Discount doesn't apply on postage tradee.

10% on orders over $100.

CONDITION: F-VF, Never Hinged. If you require VF-XF add 40% to List.

Add 100% for Superb

STAMPS ‘N’ STUFF

2700 University, Suilte 204

T (515)224-1737

W. Des Moines, |A 50285
Jeorry & Barb Koepp

Phone Orders Call Collect
LOWEST PRICES ANYWHERE
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Poor editing mars useful book on PNCs

The Transportation Coils and Other Plais Num-
ber Coil Itsues, by Joseph Agris, M.D. Publishad
1588} by Bclactic Publishing. Hardbound, gold-
stamped ttle and decorations, 8 114 x 11, 8 color
plazes, 331 pp. including tables, chack listy, nowmar-
ies and index. $41.95 plus 3255 postage from the
author, P.O. Box 20373, Houston, TX 77215.

By Myron G. Hill, Jr.

Dr. Joseph Agris, an authority on U.S.
coil stamps, has compiled a reference
book on PNCs from the 18¢ Flag
through the nondenominated “E" coil.
All coil stamps, including precancels, of-
ficials and some varieties, are shown on
eight color plates. The stamps are ap-
proximately full size on seven of the
eight plates (apparently in violation of
USPS regulations). In addition, there are
black-and-white photos on almost every
page, including some excellent UV pho-
1os to illustrate tagging.

The book details the background of
PNCs as well as the history and printing
of coil stamps. Richard Nazar has de-
scribed the paper varieties. Buresu and
town precancels are discussed with
USPS regulations regarding uvsage. The
introductory section concludes with a
listing of known PNC forgeries with
comments.

Dr. Agris gives helpful advice to the
collector. In discussing the grading and
condition of coils, he points cut a fact
that some collectors seem to forger: “Re-
member, you are buying stamps, not
joint lines,” Dr. Agris cautions, so “the
stamps in the strip should be well cen-
tered.” Of course, he also states that the
joint line should at least touch the perfo-
rations and “the better centered the joint
line, the more ideal.” This is elementary
advice, but it is essential and bears re-

peating.
A each PNC is discussed and

illustrated in detail, Often six
or more pages ere devoted to a single
stamp issue. There is a general descrip-
tion of each stamp, then specific infor-
mation for the subject, the design, and
developments of interest. The actual
First Day Program is reproduced for
most issues. Plate number stalistics, pre-
canceled gap positions, and a summary
of information about the specific issue,

fier the 22-page introduction
covering the subjects above,

TPN book reviews

such as the date and city of issue, date
withdrawn, formal, tagging, designer,
e1c., are also given.

Plate numbers are listed for each issue,
but for some stamps these numbers are
incomplete when compared to numbers
listed elsewhere in the book. The paired
numbers listed are not always accurate.
For example, for the 1¢ Omnibus, it lists
Plate 4 as being paired with Plates 3 and
6, and there is no listing for Plate 5. For
the 5.2¢ Sleigh, he states that Plate 3 was
paired with Plate 4, and Plate 5 was
paired with Plate 6. In fact, Piate 3 was
paired with 5 and Plale 4 with 6.

F on replacement covers are
noted. Earliest known usage
for other plate numbers is given where it
has been reporied. Questionable FDCs
are discussed later in the book under the
appropriate stamp. For example, the
House of Farnam FDC of the re-issued
8.3¢ Ambulance is pictured and dis-
cussed perceptively under that issue. Lat-
¢&r developments regarding these and oth-
er FDCs, which may have been back-
dated, were recently reported in Linn’s.

The author discusses errors and varie-
ties for each stamp, but no attempt is
made to achieve completeness. Some va-
rieties are omitted which might have
been included. A misplaced ansfer low
entry) variety is listed for the tagged
10.9¢ Hansom Cab coil, but not for the
precanceled version which also exists.
No prices are given in the text, but some
items are described as common or
scarce. There is an ad from Stamps “R”
Us at the end of the book with prices for
all PNCs, but the prices, apparently from
December 1987, are now obsolete.

The production of a book dealing with
the complexities of PNCs is commenda-
ble. However, the book cannot be recom-
mended without some reservations. It
contains little original research or previ-
ously unpublished PNC information.
This is not a serious objection because
probably few collectors have saved and
filed all the USPS press releases and

DCs are listed with known
plate numbers, and numbers

philatelic articles on PNCs, and the book
puts everything convenienily in one
place. Somewhat more serious is the
proofreading and editing of the book.
There are numerons typographical er-
rors.

The book was edited poorly. For exam-
ple, in introducing the Transportation Se-
ries coil stamps, Dr. Agris states that the
Conestoga Wagon has “yet to appear”
and is being prepared for a “‘future” is-
sue, However, the 3¢ Conestoga Wagon,
issued in February 1988, is described lat-
er in the book. The last issue dascribed is
the “non-denominational [sic] ‘E’
stamp,” but that issne is not listed in the
Table of Contents, A table of PNCs is in-
cluded which appears to be based on the
table published periodically in Linn's,
with some plate mumbers boxed and oth-
ers circled. Unfortunately, no explana-
tion of those boxes and circles is given.

Under “Developments of Interest,” for
the 7.4¢ Baby Buggy. he states: “This is
the first definitive stamp intended pri-
marily for bulk mailers and non-profit
organizations that did not bear restrictive
usage inscriptions.” Four short para-
graphs later, that sentence is repeated al-

most verbatim.
T is inconsistent. Sometimes
the past tense is used, and for
other stamps the present tense is used as
though it were a press release. This re-
viewer found it difficult to follow the
tex| easily when the present tense was
used to describe obsolete stamps and
rates. For example, it states that the 17¢
Electric Auto coil “prepays each addi-
tional ounce after the first ounce for do-
mestic first-class mail. In its overprinted
precanceled form, it also covers the first
ounce of the first-class presort mate.” The
reader must turn to the rate table to learn
when the rates were in effect.

The author states that the 7.4¢ Baby
Buggy “provides the new basic third-
class rate...."” The rate has been changed
twice since the stamp was issued. It
would have been more informative to

he writing style used to de-
scribe the various coil stamps

Please turn to Page 107
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Denson issues FDC catalog

Denzon’s Specialized Catalog of Plate Number
Colls on First Day Cavers, Souvenir Fagea and
Ceremony Programas, edited and published by Ed
Denson, P.O. Box I58, Aldsrpoint CA 95411 Loose-
leaf, 8 114 x 11, psnched for threa-ning binder. Pag-
8 314 95, In binder, $24 95, 150 pp.

Ed Denson is a brave man. He has sunk
untald effort and energy into a compre-
hensive catalog listing FDCs with PNCs,
more than 2,200 of them. In addilion, he
has provided background information for
PNC collectors of FDCs and has at-
tempted to list every cachet.

The catalog is a work of Jove and devo-
tion, and one would hope that Denson
would make a respectable profit on it.

That, of course, depends on demand for
a comprehensive catalog on FDCs with

PNCs.
T 1 “must” item of literature, de-
spite the fact that it has some
flaws, not only in many typographical
errors, but also in an unfortunate prob-
lem with Denson's computer, which of-
ten chopped off data in mid-word.
But the computer was not Denson's
major problem. That came from Scott

o anyone who collects FDCs, [
recommen it unhesitatingly as

Publishing Co., which refused Denson
permission to use Scott numbers. Denson
said Scott insisted not only on a fee but

also on prior censorship.

C said the fee is often §1, “$10 at
most.” Denson was asked §25.

Pritchett said the “prior censorship™ was

a clause in the contract Scott requires us-

ers of its numbering system to sign.

Later, Scott relented and let Denscon use
the numbers for the §1 fee.

“We want people lo use Scott num-
bers,” Pritchen said. “We wish the whole
world would use Scott numbers.”

But at first Denson could not He uses
the uncopyrighted numbers from the
Piate Number Coil Catalog instead (but
often gets them wrong, calling an 18¢
Surrey 1851 and an 18¢ Monument
18W1.)

Also used are Simmons numbers for
souvenir pages.

The catalog is thorough. It lists each
PNC and all known cachets. If there are
varieties (such as the “Buggy Whip™ on
4.9T4), they are listed, toa.

harles M. Pritchett, vice presi-
dent of Scont Publishing Co.,

Agris book suffers from poor editing

Continued from Page 106

use the past tense and give the effective
dates of the rate,

The organization of some material
could be improved, The chill-roller off-
set, a doubling of part of the design, is
mentioned ax a variety of the 3.4¢
School Bus. However, no explanation or
cross-reference is given at that point in
the book. The index has two references
for “chill roller offset.” The first refer-
ence is to the 4¢ Stagecoach, where there
is a brief explanation with the conclusion
that the exact cause is “not confirmed.”
The other reference is to the 14¢ Iceboat,
where there is a more complete explana-
tion (apparently accurate), but it does not
say whether thal explanation has been
confirmed. The 4¢ coil with the “chill
roller effect” is illustrated, but the pholo
does not show a doubling of the design.
Later in the book, the 17¢ Electric Auto

is shown with a clear doubling of the de-
sign, but that does not help the reader
who leoks only at the index for an exam-
ple.

The 20¢ Fire Pumper was described in
the USPS press release as an “Amoskeg™
engine, and this is repeated in the text It
has since been reported that it was an
“Amoskeag” engine While this is a small
misiske, one begins to wonder whether
other, more significant, mistakes are
present. Moreaver, the purchaser of an
expensive book has a right to expect bet-
ter editing. Nevertheless, the book can be
useful to the collector who wants to
write up his collection or who desires a
reference work on PNCs in his library.

Myron Hill, a founding member of the
PNC Study Group, is editor of Smith's
[Law] Review Series. Hill had the origi-
nal idea for the PNC Catalog and TPN.,

Denson's catalog prices for strips of
five on FDC may surprise some PNC
collectors. Here are 8 few of the high
ones:

18F1 $250
18F2 750
18F3 750
18T 140
18778 500
1878-10 500
2072 1,500
20F3 350
14728 500

Many items that are hard to find are
simply left unpriced, such as Plates 4, 5
and 6 of the 20¢ Pumper. Yet, with all
the problems Denson had with his com-
puter, these omissions may be uninten-

tional.
A suspect, such as the 5750

Kribbs cover with a precan-
celed 5.9¢ Bicycle from Plate 3 or the
$1,500 House of Famam cover of the re-
engraved 8.3¢ Ambulance (both of
which the American First Day Cover So-
ciety refused to sign). In the second case,
of course, there are genuine FDCs that
were prepared by Charles Yeager, Wash-
ington correspondent for Linn's. Yeager
only made thres or four examples,

Also a shight drawback in this wonder-
ful work is the *00/00/00" pgiven
throughout for the earliest known usage
(EKU). Perhaps this was caused by an-
other computer gremlin. EKU dates are
given, however, in the back of the book
where each FDC and commercial {non-
FDC) cover is priced.

The EKU dates listed by Denson differ
in many cases from those listed in the
1988 PNC Catalog, but there are more
of them.

Prices for non-FDC covers should be a
big help for collectors, who have had no
assistance in this field before now. And
they are given for singles, pairs, triplets
and strips of five,

Denson may have fixed all of these mi-
nor irritations by the time you buy your
copy of the book, since he plans to print
only a few copies at a time. That means
some flaws are correctable,

serious flaw is the lack of
waming that some covers are

sge
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How did the Honeybee get joint lines?

TPN research report

The joint Jine is back, not often, but still
back. And it's on a 25¢ Honeybee.

Na, it is not supposed to be there.

No, it is not next to the plate number
most of the time. But there it is.

The illustration attempts to show what
_ it looks like, but only in a schernatic sort
of way.

The discavery was made by Harold Pot-
kewitz of Long Island from a roll of Plate
2. Potkewitz reported that the joint lines
are 25 stamps apart, the correct interval
for something produced on the Optiforma
offset press.

The joint line is actually a series of four
lines that are not exactly parallel. Read-
ing from the lei:l],h they are Elue. gray, vio-
let-black, .Then line is onl
seen at thegrbagttom ﬁv%mhoglr:syof the su'i}x
the others go from top to bottom.

You will note that the colors do nat co-
incide with the colors used to print the
Honeybee: magenta (red), process yel-
low, PMS yellow, cyan (blue), offset
black and intaglio black.

The violet-black line could be a mixture
of several of the colors used. The gray
may result from & light application of the
black ink.

To understand what we are looking at,
we must first define # joint Line.

Omn the Cottrell presses, where two half
cylinders were put on the press to creste
one printing ¢ylinder, the joint line was
the result of ink filling the gap between
the two half cylinders. U.S. collectors
sought them as joint line pairs on coil
stamps long before there were plate num-
bers on coil stamps. Standard catalogs

[ 22¢ Flag #13 PS/5 |
Low entry #13 $5.50
High entry #13 $19.50

F-VF; tor VF-S add 40%

Dr. Robert
Rabinowitz

37-E Stanwick P1.
Stamford, CT 088058
(203) 325-2312

Joint ines on 25¢ Honeybes, from left, blue, gray, violet-black,

gray {only to fifth hole).
listed and priced such pairs.

The 25¢ Honeybee is printed on an off-
sel press from a magnetic plate using the
entire circumference of a cylinder. The
plate is supposed to meet where it wraps
around, without a gap. So there should
not be a joint line.

But wear can cause the plate to separ-
ate, creating a gap. So we end up with

The important consideration here is

that we are not dealing with a sleeve,
such =s is used on the intaglio presses,
but with a plate that has a top and a bot-
tom.
To get several lines, ones that are not
totally parallel at that, we must assume
that if the lines come from the edge of
the plate, then we must have several
plates, one for each offset color.

We know this to be 50, There were five
offset plates, one for each color.

This, however, does not explain how
that violet-black line was produced. The
first blue line is from the edge of the
Eln.em spplying blue ink. The first _ﬁ:y

ine comes from the black plate. n
comes the violet-black line, which could
be the other edge of the blue plate,
slightly polluted by red. Or it could be
the edges of the blue and red plates that

happen to print out on the same spot.
The short line comes from the second
edge of the black plate, which apparently
i;l not level on the cylinder holding the
ate,

All this brings us to an important ques-
tion: Are joint lines on the 25¢ Honey-
bee collectable?

TPN never tells collectors what to col-
lect or how o collect. But obviously we
are all collectors.

Since joint lines have now been found,
some of us may wish to collect them.
And since the lines are 25 stamps apart
end not found on all rolls, it would be
nice if we could find a joint line that
comes exacly to the right of the plate
number.

So far, this has not happened, but it
would be nice.

Feiling that, joint lines would be nice if
they fall inside a strip of the length we
happen to collect (the longer the strip,
the better the odds).

And failing that, any example of a joint
line would still be nice to have.

Lee Warzala is offering some long
stripe with joint lines as far as 12 stam
from the plate number from $50 up. He
sells no-number strips of six from $15
up. Happy hunting!

No Bee programs stolen, USPS says

The Postal Service denied a rumor
making its way around that someone
dressed in a USPS uniferm stole a box of
programs at the first-day ceremony for
the 25¢ Honeybee in Omaha on Sept. 2.

Bee programs were said io be scarce.

“A postal employee moved a box at
our direction,” Jimmy Chapplear of
USPS said. “That rumor went around
fast and there is no truth to it.™

The programs were later distributed o
persons who had not received one at the
ceremony, he said.

The Philatelic Sales Division will be-
gin to sell first-day programs, probably
on a subscription basis, in 1989, he said.

It will be for all ceremonies, not just
those for PNCs. Details have still not
been worked out, but the price is expect-
ed to be §3 0 $5 a program.
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Plate and mat varieties — Part Xli

By A.S. Cibulskus

1¢ Omnlbus

2. Dot sbove "u” in "Omnibus”™ at
4R. Constant. Plate 1, B Press. (Til-
tem).
b. Plate gouge at the right top of
“U" in “USA." Conmtant st 6L. Plate
2, B Press. (Liu)

2¢ Locomotive

a. Dot over “U™ in “USA." Previ-
ously reparted, now confirmed a5 con-
stant &t 241 (Maves)

3¢ Conestoga Wagon

. Tho long plate crack dwough four
rows of this stamp at 121 has the
“Buming Wagca™ in the bottom row.,
(SAdams)

4¢ Stagecoach

a. Slash-like gouges. Mare gouges
similar to those reparted in the 1988
PNC Catalog have been confirmed on
Plates 1 and 2. New items are 44 foi-
lows:

Plate 1: Slashes similar 1o those de-
scribed in the caulog found at 11 and
p- 3

Plate 2: In addition to 21, there arc
slashes at 1L, too, Constant (Trinks)

4.9¢ Buckboard

. “Buggy whip,” essentially identi-
cal to the crack on Plae 4, has also
been found and confirmed as constant
an Plate 6, (Keydel)

6¢ Tricycle

a. Plae |1, precanceled, has plate
scraich at EL st center left of rear
wheel. Constant and in same row az
“Flying Dirt Cloud™ a1 3L. (Maves)

8.5¢ Tow Truck

a. “Flying Flashlight” at 11 on Plaie
2 above the “w” of “Tow.” Appear-
ance is tha of a cylinder, 1.5mm long.
(Haske)

9.3¢ Mail Wagon

a. Plate 4, precanceled has constant
multiple plate cracks at 1L. Main
crack runs down diagorally from the
second horizontal bar in the body of
the wagon to the Lop of the foot rest
and extends an additionsl lmm be-
yord that. Also severnd cracis from
the 1-2 o’clock position of the rear
wheel that Tun diagonally upward imn
tho body. (Thompsan)

10.1¢ Oll Wagon

2. Plate |, tngged. Arrow with festh-
ons. Previously repored, now con-
firmed as constant 4t 19L. (Pescczyn-
ki)

b. Plate 1, agged snd precanceled.
Do right of “A™ in “USA.” Canstant
a1 6R. (Cibulskas)

c. Plate 1, tagged and precanoeled.
Dot sbove and betwsen the “S” and
“A" of "USA.” Conpant at 22R. (Ci-
bultkes)

d. Plate 1, gged and precanceled.
Dot over *i” of “0il™ Constant at
20L. Previonaly lListed in catalog as

precancel only, position unknown.
{Cibatiakas)

Note: The above three varieties (b,
¢, and d) are in the same row ay “Astil-
lery Shell L”

e. Plas 1, ugged. Rocks in road.
Constart at 11R. {(Clack)

f. Dot under the gecond “1™ of
“10.1." Constant st 17R. (Anon.)

§ Plate |, precanceled Hoseline a1
6L. Congart in same row a1 Perched
Parrct at 15R. (Thompeon)

h. Plata 1, ugged. Dot in from of the
wagon. Consunt at 11R as Astillery
Shell IL (Cibwlakns)

i. Plate 1, tagged. Rock in road.
Constant at 8L. (Cibulzkas)

- Plate |, precanceled, Anillery-like
mazks at 13L and 14R in from of the
cab, below the upper precancel line
Each unique to itself and constant,
(Maves)

k. Plate 1, precanceled. Plate seraich
about 3mm long horizootlly sbove
the cab at 200 Constant. (Maves)

1. Plste 2, red precancel. Constant
cracks or scraiches at SL. Doubling ef -
fect on spoked on right wheal at 4
o’clock and line, abour 1rem long, ex-
wnding outward from wheel. {Cog-
o

11¢ Caboose

1. Precancel. Dot under “17 of date.
Constant st 61. (Eastman)

b. Precancel. Uninked area at left
side of caboose. Constart at 8L. (East-
™man)

¢, Precancel. Break in leftmost
wheel a1 4-5 a’clock. Constant st 100
Easonan

d. Precancel. Dot after “s™ of date,
almost into perforstions between 3L
and 4L. Consunt. (Eastman)

e Precancel. Dot at mid-right side
of “¢” in “11c.” Constant at 11L.

(Eastman)
Note: All five of the above varieties
are from the same row.

11¢ Stutz Bsarcat

a. Plate 1. Dot under the firm “1™ of
the denominstion. Constant ot 2L
(Eanmae)

®. Dot over “B" in “Bearcat.” Ex-
ample on a single. Constancy/position
have to be defined. (Schitn)

12.5¢ Pushcart

a. Piate 1, precancelod. Wart on up-
per part of right leg of “A” in "USA.”
Congoan at L. (Maves}

b. Plate 1, precanceled. Slash/
scnaich below “USA." Constant at
1R (Maves)

c. Plate 1, precancelsd, Vertical
slash above the right side of the um-
brells. Constant st 12R. (Maves)

d. Plate 1, precanceled. Dot over
firm “8” of date. Constant at 20R.
(Maves)

Note: All four varieties above are
from the same row.

e. Plate 1, procanceled. Rock in
road. Constant st 9R. (Maves)

f. Plate 1, precanceloed. Lino con-

necting the bottorn part of the “5” to
the umbrella. Constant at SL. JAd-
amt)

§- Plate 1, precanceled. Spur on the
left of the base of the *2." Conmtant at
14R. (JAdams)

h. Plate 1, precancelad. Comma-
shaped gouge below rigit side of um-
brella. Constant st 7R, (JAdams)

i Plata 1, precancelod. Double deci-
ol point. Constant wt 26L. (JAdams)

j- Piate 1, procanceled. Spur on the
upper right ounded part of the “2.”
Constant at 9L. (JAdamns}

Note: Vaneties f through j are all
found in the same row.

15¢ Tugboat

+. Fizh haok constant at the top mar-
gin sbowe the “o” of “boat.” Constant
st 9R. {Cladk)

Comment: This Jooks as if thers
should be an extension into the row
sbhave,

b. Double plate gouge st 1R. Two
wedge-shaped gouges as follows: 1)
ahow 1mm left of the upright portion
of the *1” in "15." 2) at top right of
the numen] Constant (Esstrnan)

16.7¢ Popeom Wagon

v Plats gonge/scratch diagonally
below and between the wheels pro-
gresses downward toward the right
comex. Conmant at 121 (Carathers)

b, Dot at 3L below the left of the
“2" in the date. Consant. (McKenna)

¢. Dot aboot 3rmen below the “0” of
date. Constant at 4L. (Murelli)

d. Crack/scratch u 1R. Extends
down from about 5 o’clock of right
wheel ulmost to bottom sdge of samp.
Consumnt., (Marrelli)

& Wart on mid-lcft side of “6” and
wart on right wheel about 8 o’clock.
Both canstant at 13R. (Marrclli)

. Short line extending down from
bottom of left wheel st 6 o'clock.
Constartt at 200.. (Marrelli)

g Dot left of wheel at ¥ o'cleck.
Constant &t 261 (Marrelli}

Note: Varicties { and g are from
mme row.

17¢ Elactric Auto

2. Plate 7, Precancel AB, Gap SR
Dot above “e” of “Electric.” Congtant
at 1R. Essentially identical to variery
famd oa Plate 6. (Maves)

b. Plate 7, tagged. Plate chip ot mid-
point of joint line. Only one caampie,
congancy wneertain. (Ezronan)
20¢ Fire Pumper

u. Plates 9 and 10, Chill-roller dow-
bling. Mont noticeable and constant at
3L. (SAduns)

Please turn to Page 111

VF; $105 VF-S.

$150 VF-5.

For example:
3.4¢,1,2,Line gap
5.2¢3,5,Line Gap, 1L, 2L
8.3¢1,2,2R
9.3¢3,4,11/12R
10.9¢ 3,4, 1R
17¢ 3,4, AB 5R

Sand for |atest prices.

Unique material
for specialists

4.9¢ “Buggy whip" #5, newly dis-
covered, gap 2L, 3L, $75 each F-

10.9¢ precancel #2, dropped trans-
fer, gup 1R, 4R, $100 sach F-VF;

GAPS for Lighhousa album, includ-
ing many not available sisswhere.

17¢ 5, 6 B-A, 3R {number on top)

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz

— 37-E Stanwick Pl
f'gl Stamford, CT 06005
= (203) 325-2312 I—

Special offer
for TPN readers:

Lighthouss Cottrsll
album PNC-1 has Il
lustrated pages with
besl#t-in mounts for all
Cottrell mint and pre-
canceled strips, in-
cluding al GAPS be-
tween 3L and 2R and
all known 17¢ A-B
and B-A types, Ratail
for pages Is $158.
You can hsve it
FAEE by sending
$142 and when your
GAP orders excesd
$1,420, Il credit you
with the entire album
cost, $142
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Prices continue to decline; average rises

PNC prices continued to fall in the
last 1wo months, but their decline ix
not reflected in the TPN Aversge for
October bocause prices of better items
have ramained steady or even gone

“P’I'he average climbed 1.16 points
xince the September isue of TPN de-
tpite cantinued crosicn in the price of
Plates 12 and 14 of the 20¢ Fire
Pumper, now being gold mt just §8 for
u stzip of five by Loe Warzala.

Tke average is composed of 29
strips chosen becauss they reflacied
the trend of the mare valuable PNCe.
By PNC Catalog numbes, they are:

18F1 18F3 20F4
20F11 2K 52N
T4T2 9318 17Ta
L1 1473 i
2T am 272
T om 2712
2001 a0 2001
220! TR0 SSTIR
5976P-ln 2ITIP-N0  3T8P-2L
104TIPLn  (TTEPOIL

Of theae, 5.9TEP and 9.3TEP have
climbed in the most recent reporting
period. So has 20T11.

Dx. Roben Rabinowitz, far example,
raised the price of 2 F-VF strip of five
of 9.3TEP from 595 to 399. He alsc
raised the price of 20T11 from $45 1o
$49.

Bt in his List 34A, Dr, Rabinowitz
slashed almost all prices from as listle

5 two cents on tame items to $10 or
more on others. The cuts arc in the
range of 109 to 25%. His cuws did not
show up in the TPN Average because
mast of his prices for items in the av-
emge stayed the same.

Also rising in his kst were Plates 3
and 5 of the 5.2¢ Sleigh, going from
590 10 599.

Cuws were also noticed in price Lisw
issued by other dealew, including
Warzala and Al Haske. But both kept
their prices for “good strips™ at theiz
previous levels, o ruised tham.

One strip not reflected in the aver
age has had some sensational price
hikes. It is Plate 3 of the 22¢ Flag. Dz
Rabinowitz liss it at $50, Haske's VF
price is $25 and his XF price is $50.

Warzals is out of this ilem, and has
been since August. Al Hagen of H&H
Stamps listed themn at $30 in his Octo-
ber price lis.

Jerry Koepp of Stamps ‘a’ Swmff,
listed the strip at $28 in the lest izme
of TPN. Dennis D. Chamberlain had it
for $35 in his August-October price

But almost all dealens whose Lins
arc included in the average have been
gradually dropping prices on more
common items, even of variotios that
have shown few price changes in te-
cmt mosths.

Haake, for example, is offering 4.9¢
Buckboards with a “buggy whip” for

PIFS TS PSP TIPS AT

; Lighthouse albums

:I caxry a full line of Lighthouse:

#PNC
’

’
’Cottrell strips to 1985
sOther atrips from 1981

’

/
sCottrell singles to 1885
from 1981

;Other singles
/

$Perfect binder (2 post)
/Excellent binder (13 ring)

»#Slip case

’Nﬁw- uUv lamp for tagging

’My usual discount of 10% applies to
fpurchases over $100. 5% more off to
/members of PNC?.(In Ohio add 7%.)

Stephen G. Esrati

Box 20130
Shaker Heighta, OH 44120-0130

T (216) 561-9393

P.O.

ASYRRRRRRNRY

(and all other) albums.

PSP TS TSI RSP S P TITIIS P S P 7rs

$158.00
g82.00

$36.50
39.00

$51.00
52.00
24.00
28.595

TR AR LSRR Y YRR AN,

AR ALLLRLLRTR R R R R R R WA R R RN

TPN Average

$180.00 +
$166.00
314000
$120.00
$100.00
$80.00
$50.00
$40.00
$20.00
$0.00

1985
Catalog Cataleg Cataleg Cataleg

1586

$10, gged as well as procancelsd. He
has similarly dropped prices for many
cther varicties, with the “rain crack™
and “rain creck continuation* an Plate
% of the Buckboard falling to $25.

Hllkul.lmille'llingllllﬁlpppo-
sitions mthmtlpmmwut.ha
regular price of the precanceled strip
mmm1muu5mm
Rabinawitz charges $40 for it in F-
VF, $80 in VF-8.

Steve Esruti dropped all his prices
across the board in an ad in the last is-
sae of TPN, in which he reised the dis-
count on purchasee of $100 or more
from 10% 1o 25%, At the sume time,
he affered 15% off an onders of $30 o
more.

‘What has caused the decline in pric-
ex of all bat the pricier strips? Koepp
and Dr. Rabinowitz auributs it ta
competition among dealers. Both re-
ferred 10 low-cost offers by some deal-
ez that other dealers scught to match.

Frank Marrclli noted at STaMp-
tHOW in Detroir that ane dealer who
bought 2t wholegale Fram Marrelli was
retailing the stampe at puch a small
mazkup that he was losing money on
advertising and postage costs. “T don't
know how he stays in business,” Mar-
relli said

Koepp suspected that some dealers
with large inventories weze trying 1o
reduce inventary and bring in much-
needed cush. He, bowever, is coutinu-
ing his effort to build his inventory so

"IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

’ Varieties
;1 try t¢ carry all plate varieties.

;Here are some new ones:
/8.5¢ Plate 2, “Flashlight”
#10.1¢ Plate 1, F/C,

y 17 precursor
/21¢, “Tracks”

right corner

riety list,

AR RS R RS RN

$108.81

{cont.)
;25¢ Honeybee (no #), red line lower

Please send SASE for my complete va-
Steve Esrati,

Shaker Htse.
VIV IF VI IS IIVF IV IFIIIF,

$179.20 3177.01

1987 1988  Oct-B3

he will have 500 strips of every item
(200 on high fiers). He said there arc
four e five pixipe where the available
npply is 8o low that he has been un-
able 1o mews his goal

Ed Denson has been hit by a differ
et woe. Denson ook stamps in tade
sccording Lo a beding price lim he is-
sucd. The troublec was that he would
ke in dozens of sirips of common
itams in cxchange for better matezial
his customers wanted. He found him-
self being cleaned out of the beuer
items and hax had o impose changes
in the way he wodks trades.

Prices on the 22¢ Flag sre faxting o
evem out &4 dealers find they mum pay
more o rebuild inventory. Plates 1,7
and 14 axe prioed at $15 by Dr. Rabi-
nowitz {(who lowered the price of the
Test stamp to $3.50).

‘Warzala adds Plate 13 to this trio
and charges 322 XF and $14 VF.
Haake cherges $16 for Plate 1 VF and
$20 XF; $10 VF snd $12 XF for
Plates 7,13 and 14,

Koepp's lant TPN ud priced at $8 F-
VF Plates 7, 11, 13, 14, 17 and 20.
And 1 collector in Arizona is con-
vinced that Plate 7 is the ane that will
become the jewel of the 22¢ Flag. He
iz buying out desler stocks whenever
they let bim.

Deciines have been noted in recent
lists in prices of the 17¢ Auto, excopt
Plate 6. Alzo in more common strips
of the 22¢ Flag.

’

$15.00
“Artillery Shell
$15.00
520.00

$10.00

POB 20130
Ohio 44120

MAAT AR AN RN RN NN NN NN,
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PNC total for Plate 5 Pumper is raised again

By Stephen G. Eerati

Alan Malakoff has always been skepti-
cal of George V.H. Godin's arithmetic
that was published in The Plate Num-
ber's very first issue shout production to-
tals of Plate 5 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper.
Those figures have been repeated in the
PNC catalog.

To understand MalakofT's argument, it
is necessary to repeat the figures from
Volume 1, No. 1:

After eliminating all paired plates that
were printed only with each other, these
plate impresion totals had been reported
by the Bureau of Engraving end Print-

Impressions
622,933
2 241235
5 167,732
& 426,508
11 387,248
13 514,931
Francis J. Janeczek, acting manager of
the Stamp Management Branch, had re-
ported the pairing of Plates 1 and 2, 1
and 5, 5 and 13, and 11 and 13 in a letter
to the Plate Number Coil Study Group in
March 1985.

Plate
1

Honeybee grading
proves a challenge

Continued from Page 95

sign, the very next one may be 90% into
the design.

On a totally different tack, the cutting
of the Honeybee rolls sometimes looks
like they've been separated by & pair of
scissors, with the cut wobbling up and
down.

While discussing the problems of grad-
ing with Steve Esrati, he told me about
the experimental printing in which the
plate number *1" had not been truncated
into a .L. ] looked at a roll of 3,000 I was
stripping out and, lo and behold, [ had
found one of these rolls.

The “1” is whole and has a downward
slanting serif at the top.

This, at least, proves that the experi-
mental printing was not destroyed and
the stamps are out there for us to find.

Because Janeczek had reported the
pairing of Plates 1 and 5, Godin subtract-
ed the number printed on Plate 2 to ar-
rive at the following remainder:

622,953 from Plata 1
241235 from Plale 2
381,718 printed from Plate 1 with an-
other plate.

Since that balance is clearly more than
the entire total snnounced for Plate 5,
Godin assumed that the total for Plate §
had o be in error,

That brought Godin to the original
pairing of Plate 6. Since this had not
been reported as paired with other plates
by Janaczek, Godin assumed that it was
paired only with Plate 5.

Godin subtracted the supposed total
printing of Plate 5 from the total produc-
tion of Plate 6§ and came up with a re-
mainder that was unaccounted for.

426508 Total on Plate 6
-167.732 AllofPiale 5
258,776 Unaccounted for impressions
on Plale B,

This proved again that the statad total
for Plate 5 was wrong.

Godin then turned to Plates 11 and 13,
which had been sent to press on the same
date, Feb. 6, 1982.

514,931 Total for Plale 13
-387.248 Al of Plate 11
127,683 Unaccounted for impressions
on Plate 13,

Since Janaczek had reported a pairing
of Plates 5 and 13, all of this remainder
had to have been printed with Plate 5.

But then Godin added up all the re-
mainders and came up with & total of
768,177 impressions for Plate 5.

“Wrong,"” said Malakoff. The error is
in the figures for Plates 5 and 6. All of
the production of Plate 6 was paired with
Plate 5. That results in 426,508 impres-
sions for Plate 5 with Plate 6.

So Malakoff added them up as follows:

381,718  Printed with Plate 1
426,508 Printed with Plate &
122,683 Printed with Plate 13
835909 Total Plale 5 imprassions

That means the 1989 catalog will use
those figures and will adjust the total for
*Maximum PNCs" 10 16,846,362.

Godin said Malakoff was “100% cor-
rect in his figures, if we make the as-

sumption that the data as given in the
BEP reports for Plate 5 is too low."”

But Godin held out still another possi-
bility “that the error in the report might
well be that BEP transposed the figures
for Plates 5 and 6.” That would mean
that the total reported for Plate 5 was in-
tended for Plate & and vice versa.

Godin noted that Plate 6 was canceled
on Jan. 6, 1982, after 426,508 impres-
sions. “The other plate (5) was in the
vault for an additional two years and was
used, at least, to print Plate 5 with Plate
13 and Plaie 1 with Plate 5, and yet was
canceled with only 167,732 impres-
sions.”

That would meen the totals reported for
Plates § and 6 should have been:

5 426,508
6 167,732

But that is also impossible. Since all of
the run from Plate 6 was paired with
Plate 5, this still leaves only 258,776 im-
pressions possible with Plate 1 and Plate
11, Yet we need 381,718 impressions on
Plate 5 just to match the production on
Plate 1.

So, with all respect to George Godin,
the transposition theory doesn’t work.

Variety report Xli

Continued from Page 109

20¢ Flag

Plawe 9. Dot above and 1o right of “A” in “USA" at
21. Constant. (David Hondricks)
21¢ Mall Car

a. "Railroad tracks and continustion into row
above, Shown in Lima's, (Marrelli}

21.1¢ Lettors

2. LOMa. Dot and line constant at 11.. Dot above
left side of red envelope. Line extends on both tidex
of dot. To date found only on tagged version of Plaie
111121, {Cilmlskas)

b. Plate 111121, tagged and precanceled. Cruck,
sczuich or 7. See separaie article in this issue of 7PN,
(Maves)

22¢ Fiag

a. Plate 2. Slate hlue. Firnt report on this plate. (Bi-
nib)

Nole: This itern was in » recent Schiff auction.

b. Plate 2. Short black diagonal line (45 degrees
1eft to right) in margin below building, Constant at
1R (Washbum)

E Stamps

& Plate 1222 Creck or scrasch conmant at IL Red
line extends diagonally up from bottom left of sump
at the perfs for about Smm (and apparendy) stops at
lawer left comer of vignete. (Mavea)
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Should rolls of coils from Washington be open, marked?

I recently ordered five rolls of 2TC (the 2¢
Cottrell Locomotive) from the Philatelic Sales
Division. I discovered that all five rolls bad
been opened from the back of the wrapper.
Stamps hid been uncoiled and recoiled and
the aumbers "8-10" were written on the label,

I1 this standard procedure for the Sales Di-
vision or did someone en?

Steve Tillen
Dayton, Ohio

In repiy: USPS runs a lottery. You are sup-
posed to get unopened rolls and no one but
you is supposed to know what number is in-
side the roll. But what may have happened is
that sornecne returned these rolls and they
were resold. They should not have been.

Varleties

I received TPN woday for the first time. I tru-
ly enjoyed reading it. I nsnally hunt through
Linn’s for information on PNCs. TPN covers
everything [ need 10 know.

The varieties column interested me a lot
Am sending a few strips that T would like
looked at and, maybe, give & name if no one
elee has foond them.

Roben Horan
Union Beach, N.J.

In reply:: Variety reports should be sent to
A.S. Cibulskas, 28 Westwood Rd., Stamford,
Conn. 06902, preferably in more than one
copy W help confirm constancy. Naming is
not done by the study group but, urually, by
the: finder.

|Letterstao TPN

Data Bank draws a beo

I feel you can make much better use of the
space used for the new Data Bank section in
The Plate Number. Anyone that doesn't have
this mformation is not a serious collector.

Reports on inside info, dealer happenings,
or your own insights would make much better
use of this space. Has anyone had similar
caxments?

Pat Rinaldi
Watzrbury, Com,

In reply: Duta Bank was added to TPN for
two reasons: To put USPS comments about
PNCs on record, with comments (or correc-
tion1) where needed, and as a reference source
for the many PNC collectors who get only ed-
ited versions of this material. Also, some
readers live outside the United States and can-
not get this information elsewhere.

Catalog request

In response o your request for notation of
prices for precancels, this is what I collect:

With my plate number strips of five of the
tagged items, I collect all gap positions (13L
to 12R on the B Press and 6L to 5K on the
Cottrell).

With my plate number strips of three of the
tagged items, [ collect the gaps 1L, Line and
No Gap, as available.

With my plate number strips of two, I col-

TIYIN XTING

lect, again depending on where the gap falls,
cither Line Gap or No Gap or both.

With my singles, I try w thow the precan-
celed stamps as & No Gap, not using the 1L or
Line Gap varieties when possible.

Lou Baver
Plant City, Fla.

Naming the blues

It seems disingenuous to me 10 dub the slate
blue 22¢ Flag over Capitol variety the “Erie
blue,” denoting the location of its initial dis-
covery, and then to say that another slate blue
isn't an “Erie blue™ because it was discovered
elsewhere.

A color variety, if legitirnate, is nol defined
by the geography of ils discovery, nor by the
number of the engraved slecve from which it
was printed, but by the production mistake
that caused it.

Plate 4 slate blue stamps, which Esratj calls
the real "Erie blue,” have been found in at
least nine other places. Must we now have an
album space for each of these citier and
towns?

Nonsensel

Ken Lawrence
Jackson, Miss.

In reply: The smdy group did not name
them as Erie blues. The name originated from
the headline placed by Linn’s on the article
noting the discovery. The catalog calls them
slate-blue. The term “Erie blues” should not
be nsed,
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