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PNC ecstasy follows label agony

By David E. Barrie-LaVergne

After exhausting Steve Estati's supply
of coil labels, ha suggested I write to
PNC dealers and offered w run an adlet
mTPN.

I took his advice and got some excel-
lent responses from Tom Maeder, Kim
Cuniberti and Al Haake. Even better, 2
chance inquiry at the post office in Na-
shua, N.H., landed me ar incredible
trove of really old (1982-88) labels saved
by the local philatelic clerk, who kindly
let me pore through his box (abous 4,000
labels) and pick two of each! By month's
end, T had 193 different labels (including
color “shades,” die varieties, etc.) and
was damned proud of my rapid progress
in 5o short a time.

Pride goeth before a falll

I ook my reference collection (the 193
“best™) to the May 3 “show mnd tell”
meeting of the Boston Philatelic Society,
where [ received some nice comments,
appreciations, encouragement,

[ went out for dinner with other mem-
bers after the meeting ... and ended the
evening filling out forms at the police
station. While we'd been eating, some
idiot broke into Dan’s car; among the
missing were Dan's tape deck, an expen-
sive Jeather cost, and my binder full of
PNC labels (the 193 “best™).

[ spent a week being very gloomy be-

PNC? installe afficers at first annum!
masting. STaMpsHOW 88. Page 83.

P_:’aéd circulation this issue is

After the great PNC robbery

More about Iabels, Page 81

fore contacting all my sources again and
explaining why 1 wanted another ¢rack at
their wares. Meanwhile, my TPN adlet
appeared in the May issue, and, so far,
§ix letters.

Six letters——six other label collectors.
[t may not seem like much, but it has
been intensely interesting. The current
state of things reminds me of the early
days of PNC collecting — we're all avid
for information, prey to rumors, willing
to trade one-for-one.

We're still making minor discoveries
(some quite exciting in this admitted mi-
crocosm) and beginning to worry about
rarity factors (especially when one of us
surfaces with an itemn that none of the
others has seen),

Cur major contribution, to date, has
been the construction of a sort of Type
Key that has allowed us to identify, in a
sort of simple shorthand, every 500" la-
bel variety (meaning labels from rolls of
500)-

Previously, for trading, we had to ei-
ther send each other everything we had
ar resort to snnotated pholocopies or
(even worse) long verbal descriptions,

On the 1¢ *500" label, we have so far
counted 10 dilferent varieties (to be hon-
est, one—in “orange” label—is probably
a faded red; two others—a purple and a
red-brown—may be the result of sloppy

inking or ink-mixing}, so the Type Key
is = boost in clarifying things. The
*3000" labels and the few “100" labels
also fit neatly into the key, so far.

I think it is time o *go public” and
branch out a bit. So far, our network
stretches from Hawaii to Massachusents,
Arizona to North Dakota and a few other
spots in between. Somehow, I pulled the
duty of typing uvp (“illustrating™) the
Type Key {(although it was really the
original idea of Fred Brown, our New
Jersey leader) and getting the word out
to the public,

That's why an sdlet appears in this is-
sue of TPN.

I worked briefly with Diane Thompson
on identifying the quarter and half gaps
on Courell precancels, unti] I ran out of
useful data,

I'm still active in hounding out paper
types and B Press gaps with Kim Cuni-
berti md Tom Maeder, although these
two guys are miles ahead of me. My
contributions, so far, consist mostly of
confirming their discoveries.

But coil labels... They'll never be in
the same class as PNCs, never be as ea-
gerly sought as gaps or “rain cracks.”
But I find them fascinsting and, even
beuter, find this an area where simpie
“just collectors™ like Dave Weber and
Fred Brown and Gene Paquetie and ] can
contribute to the general pool, shed a
linle Light. It's an awfully nice feeling,
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All information hera is from the
Posual Service. Brackes indicate sddi-
tions. Duwa Hank uses materisl sbout
the design, usage and printing only.

10.1¢ Oil Wagon

[This stamp will be giver the PNC
eaiciog mumber 10.1TIPii The old
precanceled 10.1¢ riamps become
10.ITIPiand 10.iT2P1}

The Poral Service today [Jure 23]
provided detzils on the 10.1¢ Oil
Wagon onil samp 16 be reissued with
a new precancellation. The ail wagon
design was firnt used on a samp is-
sued in mint [un ] and pre-
canceled form on April 18, 1985, in
Qil Ceater, N.M.

The new version will be issued June
27 in Wushingtone, D.C.

There wili be no firm-day-of-izsua
ceremony, but frst-day cancellatinas
may be ardered up to the deadline of
Aug, 26,

Under the postage rate structure
which took effect Apsl 3, 1988, 10.1
cents became the minimum piece rate
for third-class mail presorted to the
carner routs. By coincidence, under

the previcus rate stucture, the 10.1¢

denomination spplied to third-class
mal presorted w0 Sve-digic ZIP codes.

Az with all stamps produced primar-
ily for presorted mail, the new vemion
it being printed in precanceled form
only. Mint {unprecanceled] Oil Wag-
on siamps from original inventories
remain available at Philatelic Centens,
bowever.

I[zxue Date: June 27, 1988, (Was-

ingtom, DC)

Printing Process: Intaglic (B Press,
BEP) ...The precancelistior. is not en-
graved. [It is a flexogrephic plate, like
themensed on 8.5T1P, ed ]

Calors: Blue {ail wagon, “Oil Wag-
on 1890¢" md “10.1 USA." Red (pre-
cancellation “Bulk Rate / Carrier
Roue Sert™)

Plate Number: One single digit on
every 52ad stamp

Stampe per Coll: 500 and 3,000

Tughoat 1900s

<
g
LS
¢
5
¢
c
r
¢
.

15¢ Tugboat

{PNC Catalog Number: 15T!}

This 15¢ stemp meets the post card
e

=:TPN’s Data Bank -

The stamp design follows the tradi-
ticaal format of & tingle-color
line drawing of the subject. [Designer
Richard| Schlecht’s original concept
was based on the antist's review of
several historiczl photographs sup-
plied by the Smithsorsian Inetimtion.

This indigo-2nlored image repre-
sonts » tighoat type common in the
oarly 20th ceptury, with a prominmit
single smoke stack and & heavily
guarded hull. “Tugboat 1800s" is cen-
tered above the vessel. “USA" and
“15* appear beacath the title in two
lines of type.

Flrst Day: July 12, 1988,

First-Day City: Long Beach, CA

Frinting Process: Inuglio (BEP, B
Press)

Colors:  Purple (PMS 267)

Stoe: 71 x 82 inches ar 18.02x

20.87mm (image)
72 96inches or 221 x
24.4mm (ovenll)

Stamnps per Coll: 500 and 3,000

[The Postal Service omitted data on
plate numbers. Jt is one digit every 52
axmps. ]

Coal Car1870s
132 Bulk Rate
USA

.

13.2¢ Coal Car

{PNC catalog aumber: 132T1P]

The Posual Service today [July §,
1982] provided dewmils on the Conl Car
1870s coil samp. The 13.2¢ Transpor-
tation Series sump pays for a singls
item precorted 1o five-digit ZIP codes.

The July 19 fiesx day of issue will
ke place in Pinaburgh, Pa..

Richard Schlocht's stump denign is
bazed on & photograph of sn actual
coal car manufactured in 1873 by the
Youk, Pu., firm of Billmyer & Small.
Itis the third 1988 Transporttion Se-
ries project for Schlecht, who tiso de-
veloped designs used for the Conesto-
§* Wagon and Tugboat stamps.

Though simple in function and ap-
pearance, the humble cosl car had &
great impact on American indusuy.
Up undl the mid-1%th century, coal
was most often hauled w the surface
by muies or by miners themselves, a
slow and perilous process. Fortunats-
ly, the development of safe and practi-
ca] locemotives, thernsalves dependent
on coal for power, also proved to be a
boon for mining.

Loading coal inte cars like the onc

pictured on the sump remained a
raanual tagk until the 19208, when var-
ious mechanical devices began to wp-

complexity and safety of mining. To-
dsy massive “continuous mining”" ma-
chines slice through soiid coal walls
with liule more difficuity than sawing
through soft wood. ...

Az will be the case with all new pre.
cancelod or “service-inscrihed”
stamps, the Coal Car {stamp] will not
be produced in mint [unprecanceied)
form. All stamps are printed with the
fame dark green picture, lettering and
numerals, and with the
slogan “Bulk Rate,” in rad. Although
this and other precanceled siampe are
intended for use by bulk mailers, they
may be used on limited-size mailings
o long a1 the proper first-class post-
age is paid and other requirements
[s=e Page 82 in this TPN} are met.

For the purpose of obtaining first-
day or other philatelic cancellations,
callector may use precanceled stamps
exclusively,

First Day: July 19, 1988,

First-Day City: Pitsburgh, Pa.

Printing Process: Intaglio (B Press,
BEP)

Colors: Dazk green 2MS 330
Red (“Bulk Rate™, PMS
185
J1x.82inches /18.0x
20.9mmun (image area)
87x 96inches /2212
24, 4man (ovemell)

Plate Number: one single digit on
every 52nd stamp

Stamps per Coll: 500 and 3,000
B.4¢ Whael Chalr

[PNC catalog mumber: 8ATIP)

[Editor’ s noie:Websiar’ s New World
Dictionary and the Associsted Press’
Stylabook and Libel Manual use
“wheelchair” as one word, The Plats
Number and the Plate Number Coil
Cataiog will use two words when re-
famnng to the stamp by name. |

Tuescn, Ariz., will host the Aug. 12
isaus of the new Wheel Chair stamp in

Nonprofit

the Transportation Series.... [Tlhe
8.4¢4 denomination meets the single-
piece rate for thind-class bulk mailings
prepared by nenprofic organizations.

Based an resource mazesial provided
by the Smithsonian Institation, artist
Chris Calle’s design depicts a 1928
model wheelchair produced by the In-
vacare Corp. of Elyria, Ohio. [Edior's
note: A spakesman for [nvacare said
the 105-yesr-old company was then
called Calsenn Ca.] ...

The featured chair of wicker con-
struction has a single, centrally mount-
ed rear wheel and two larger fromt
wheels, driven by belis connected 1o
shoulder-level hand cranks. “Wheet
Chair 19205 / 8.4 USA” appears in
two lines of maroon type above the
sama colored vignene The precancel-
ladon designation, “Nonprofic,” ap-
pears it Ted, mnning vertically up the
lower, left side of the detign ...

[TIhe wheelchair is » vehicie which
provides locomotion for those who ..
ars unahle 1o walk on their own. Pricr
to the uza of “propelled chairs” during
the Remaissance, invalids and the aged
afieny were camied in wheeibazrows, as
has been commonly depicted in scenes
shawing such individuals being
brought w & “fountain of youth.”

A paraplegic German watchmaker
has been credited with the first self-
propelled wheelchaiz, a three-wheeled
model he built far his own use in
1640. Hawever, with this and later

15¢

{Stamps are listed by temative date of Issus. A "P* means tha stamp will be is-
sued ondy 28 8 precanon.)

Tugbaat — July 12, Long Baach CA.

132¢ Railroad Coai Car— July 19, Pittsburgh, PA. P
B.4¢  Wheal Chair — Aug. 12, Tucson, AZ. P

21¢  Railroad Mail Car — Aug. 16, Santa Fe, NM. P
20¢  Cable Car — Aug. 30, San Francisco, CA.

1.5¢  Carveta — Aug. 30, San Joss, CA.P

25¢  Honeybes — Sept. 2, Omaha, NE.

5.3¢  Elevator~ Sepl. 15, New York, NY. P

205¢ Fire Engine — Sept. 28, San Angelo, TX. P
24.1¢ Tandem Bike — Oct 26, Redmond, WA. P

13¢  Police Patrol Wagon — Qct. 29, Anaheim, CA. P

Note: Same of thess-daiss and first-day skes are revised from thoss previously




rreagth or a fall-tims eneadant—
many handicapped [peesant] ware
ponfined wo instimtions or their hamaes,
totally depomident on othes.

The iritial impems for the prodoc-
tion of wheaichairs in the United
States was, t0 4 great extant, the naads
of the disabled Civil War veterens....

As with ail new precancelod issued,
the Wheel Chair stamp will only be
pxc:dn_eud:i.]h:hep:medhﬁmin-

sctiprian,

Issve Date: Aug. 12, 1988.*

First.day Clty: Tucscn, Asiz *

[Full rolls of 8.4T1P were on sale
Ang. 11 at the Clacinnatl, Ohio,
convention of the Precancel Stamp
Soclety, TPN bhas lxarned. Aug. 11
firsi-day covers are passible)

Printing Process: Intaglio (BEP, B
Press)

Colorsy  Maroon PMS 209
Rad, PMS 136
(Norrrofit™)

21 x.82inches / 18.0x
20.9em (imape xres)
£7x.96inchas /201 x

24 4 (ovenall)

Plate Number: One single digit
evezy 52nd stamp.

Siamps par Coili: 500 and 3,000.

¢

4

§
21¢ Rallroad Mall Car

[PNC Catalog mimber: 2171}

An Ang. 16 Transporstion Series
siarnp festuring a Railroad Mail Car
will be issued in Santa Fe, N.M....
‘The 21¢ denamination mess the sin-

gie mate for first-class mailings pre-
mud:nmhnth:u-nrﬁwchptm

Shoa:

Rudlroad Mail Car
19208  Prescrted
First-Class

P N N L R N N LW AW RN RN RN )

In sddition to mumerous photo-
graphs, artist David Sione used a5 the
model for his design Southern Rail-
way Posal Car No. 49, whick was
built in 1922 by the American Car &
Foundry Co. He also designed the
1931 Bicycle ftarnp in \be same se-

Pestal Car No. 49 is 64 feet and 6
inches long and weighs 112,000
pounds, with & 45-foot mail-
distribution section equipped with 744
lonter and 210 paper separations. It
was donated ... ta the Atlanta Chaptar
of the National Railway Hinosizal So-
ciety, Inc., snd lawr sold to the Narth
Carolins Himory Carp. snd moved to
Spencer ... whare it presennly is locat-

About those
PMS codes

Postal Service news re-
leases about new stamps
note colors by name snd
with a PMS number.

According to Joe Brock-
ert of the Stamps Division,
the PMS numbers are
from a color catalog wide-
ly used in printing and
amaong artists.

“PMS" stands for Pan-
tone Matching System.
The colors are also re-
ferred to as, for example,
“Pantone 209.”

al

The siate is in the procems of restar
ing the car 10 openating condition wnd
plans to use it at the himoric xiw for
achul nnning demonstrations.

The festured vehicle is pictured on 1
track in greea, with the words “Rail-
road Mail Car / 1920s" printed in two
lines of the sams colored type above
the imsge. Below the wording and 1o
the right side sppear two lines of red
Type noting the precanceliation desig-
nadon, “Presarted / First-Class.” “2)
USA" is printed in greon at the lower
left comer of the dosign.

Ixsue Dale: Aug. 16, 1988

First-day Clty: Santa Fe, NM

Printing Process: Intaglic (B Press,
BEP)

Calors:  Green, PMS 455
Red, PMS 186
{“Presorted Firg-Class™)
71 x.82inches / 18.0x
20.8mm Gimage)
87 x 96 inches / 221 &
24.4mrm (overall)

Plate Number: One single digit on
cvery S2nd stamp

Stampe per Coll: 500 snd 3,000
(precancaled cnly)

Size:

oo

Carretal770s
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7.6¢ Carreta
fPNC‘ Cﬂﬂb‘ nacmber: 7.67”
A primitive cart used by setticrs and

The Plate Number 75

natives in sarly Spacish Califomia
tak s & ride of honor on the Tranepor-
tation Sariss ... beginning Aug. 30,
The simply designed bus Highly func-
tional carrets wagon is the sariicst ve-
hicle feantred in the series. ...

The 7.6¢ Carreta stamp is Richard
Schlacht's fifth philatelic design this
year. Schischt developed his design
from a reference drawing by Ralph
Rambo, a noted artist and histoxian
who raides in Pulo Alto, Calif. ..

mcmpmmrhcnufu sin-
gle-piscs bulk muail of nonprofit or-
ganizations sorted to five ZIP code
digis.]

The word carreta is Spanish and
mens cart. As elemental in its design
as it was waeful to the missions and
residents of the Califomis area, the
springless wagon served as a ool for
hlulmlﬁzewoodlndbmdldm
On Sundays, it doubled as & pazsanger
can foe bringing women and childen
o Mass,

Constructed entirely of wood, the
carrets had whoels made from the
transverse ssctions of s log, anually
about ) fast in dismstsr. They wore
bald together by an axietres with
wood peps 10 kesp the wheels from
falling off. Another pole axtached to
the axle bocame 3 support fame on
which & cage-like stucture was built
The cast was pulled by oxen, yoked by
the homs, and prodded with » stick by
drivex who ran alongside.

Ceantral to Schlecht’s lawst design is
the uglitarian can. Acroes the wp of
the stanp, in one line of brown type,
the words “Carrets 1770s™ appear.
“7.5" and “USA™ are printed in the
stme brown type flush left and under
neath the wagon's name. Saving as
the precancel endomsement, the word
“Noaprofit™ appears in red type slong
the bottom left comer.

Lssue Date: Aug. 30, 1988,

First-day Clty: San Jose, Calif.

Printing Process: Lntaglio, Press B
®ER

Colors: Brown PMS 163

Red PMS 135 (precancel)
71x 82inches / IB.OX
20.9mm (image)
£72 9Ginches /221 2
U Ao (oversll)
Stampe per Coll: 500 and 3,000
{pracarcel only)
[USPS aeglected to sute the plaws
mumber interval It is every 52nd
samp.]

25¢ Honeyhes

[PNC Caralog Number: 25H1]

The Hmeybes coil stamp, by veto-
ran smp designer Chuck Ripper, will
{be issued] Sept. 2 at the Omaha
Sump Show in Omaha, Neb....

..-A gold-and-black worker honey-
best lights on he pink florets of s clo-
var, “25 USA™ appears in Uie upper
laft cornet in black serif type against 2
gnldenydhwhckpnnd.

The combination of offset nd int-
glic printing provides rich color and
imzicate detail, right down 1o tha bee’s
delicate wings and the tiny hairs thax
virtually cover the insect, aiding i in
tha collection of pallan. Although five

Stze:

different calor inks are osed (four off-
set, one intaglio), only 1 singla black
incaglio plate number appears, oo eve-
1y 48h saemp.

Fiest Day: Sepr 2,1988

First-day City: Omaha, Neb,

Printing Process: Intaglic / Offret

Colorr:  Magema, Bght yellow,
cyan, and black (affser)
Black Gmaglio)
71 x B inches / 180 x
20.Bmems (image)
87 x .96 inches /2.1 x
24.4mum (ovenll)

Plate Numbert One imaglio digit,
sppearing an every 43th samp

Siampd per coil: 100

[The Posul Service did not specify
presses. Linn's g2id the offset panion
was printzd on BEP's six-coler Goe-
bel Optiforma web-fed offset press. It
said the black intaglio portion (which
includes the black lines on the bee, as
well s the plate number) was done o
the three-color intaglio C Press afier
the oifset-printed rolls were rewound.
The stmps, said Lina's, have block
gging ]

Sha:

CAUTION:

Offset prablems ahead

Use of offset as well a2 intaglio
o Lhe 25¢ Honeybes ia Lhe re-
sult of prinling on two separate

prossss,

Reports to TPN'1 A. 8. Clbuls.
kas about varisties found on off-
set-printed ofTiciat stamps indl-
cale that a variety oo thoss
siamps repeals every 25 stamps.
This s a5 yet unexplained, but
might indicate that the circum-
ferenca of the offset Opriforma
press is different [rom the ints-
glio C (or D) Press,

Only the intaglio interval of
4% was aialed by USPS for the
Honeybee, The offset interval Is
uaknown. It may well be 25.

Sex Page 91 for detalis,

20.5¢ Fire Engine

{PNC catalog mumber: 205TIP}

A 20.5¢ Fire Engine stamp will be
issucd in San Angelo, Tex., on Sepe.
28, The ... denomination meets the
single-piece mate for First-Clazs mail-

Please turn to Page 76
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Continued from Page 75

{ Fire Engino1900s .

205054

TN W oW o

ings presortad by the ZIP+d code.

Artist Chris Callo’s design depicts tho Model AC
Number 516 engine. [t was produced in 1912 by e
of the most successful manufacturens of Gre-fighting

equipment, Ahrens-Fox, and purchased by San An-

gelo. The “C™ in the model designation indicates that

ADLETS

Classlflsd ads are 15 cants a word. Thare Is
no chargs for your address. Members of
PNC3 are entitied to one fres adlet a year up
10 25 words.

TRANSPORTATION STAMP SHIRTS! Expand your PNC callection
with hese lerific shirls. Far your ires cataiog of stampe you can
wadd, wiitk: PrilawdToet, P.O. Box 742, Winter Haveh, FL 23582

17¢ AUTQ, Platws 3-4 BA VF. Mal variely ‘Hole in [ stips of 10, -

Boh $50 or Tace. Wayne Chevery, RO 2, Box 2035, Dexter, NE
04050 (5-88)

JOMN PNCX Gal valusbie discounts rom deslers. Send SASE
Eric Fuasaw, P.0. Box 17374, Whindeh Bay WE 53217, Dust are
$0ayen. (688

USED AND MINT tate rumber cof singies and srips. Feasuring an
wxtensive usad siock, Mint varisdes, precancel posiion gaps ang
wxira kong sips, Free pricelist, precancel qup list or buy/rade st
Mictuaal Lipaon, Box 2543, Aeszon, YA 22090, (584}

ALL BACK ISSUES of TPN are avallable. Pleass send a SASE fx
o order blank. Esrad, PO. Box 20120, Shake Heights, OK
M1

COIL LABELS: Infomal sidy groun foming to sxchangs daf,
ciaaslly varistes, and promess acing of PNC labels: ail labei ca-
Tectors are songly invited o ‘Network” logaiher. No dues, o
foes, only your lime and efforis requiced. A propossd Typs Key
ad profminary Checkiist ae avallatia. David E_ B-LaVerge, 27
Bracidock Park, Sosain MA 02116-501 6. (5-88)

ADVERTISERS: Pleasa inirm TPN ¥ you give special discounts b
mambers o the Pisis Number Coll Collactors Gty (PNG3),

PHG CATALOG, 4t wdition, 60 pages, laviehly Huswated, $15
{$18.05 in Otic). Emasi, P.Q. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH
44120, PHNC3 members get §1 off (1o 314.98 In Chio).

DOMATE 2 1584 PNC catalog bo & philaiellc Srary, only $12 1 st
dracty 1o ilyary. Even APFL lacks 1967 and 1988 issuesl

HELP TPNI Tel advertisars you taw their ad In TPN,

WEST GERMANY, RERLIN, new ius sarvion: singles. ools, st
day panels, postal stationery. AR ot 15% ovr face aganst depostt
Tel me at what point yau want 1o 2t Scolt or Michs nUmbNs.
Stove Ewad, P.O. Box 20130, Shaar Heights, OH 44120

BUTING PNC FDS. Write st Thomas GIRt, 1950 Havitand Mve.,
Sronx, N.Y. 10472 (490

IF YOUR MAILING LABEL SAYS “5-88." YOUR SURSCRIPTION
EXPIRES WITH TWIS ISSUE.

the spparstus was equippod with & chemical tank,

“Firc Engino 1900s" and “20.5 USA™ appear st tho
top of the stamp, mekedmmnnuofudtvpn-
Below and to the right is the precancellation inscrip-
m“ﬂ?ﬂlﬁm‘mmhnudbhckqpnm
drwing of the fire engine iz centered in the lower
half of the stemp, with the vehicle facing righc.

Az with all new precanceled izsves, the Fire En-
gine stamp will only be produced with the pracancel-
lation inscripdon, *ZIP+4 Presor.™

‘Buggy Whip’

First Dayt Sepe. 28, 1988

Firsi-Day City: San Angelo, TX

Printing Process: [naglio (B Press, BEP)

Colors: Red PMS 185U

Black ("Z1P+4 Presort™

71 x 82 inches /18.0 x 20.8mm Gmage)

87 2 .56 inches / 22.1 x 24.4mm (overall)
Piste Number: One single digit every 52nd samp.
Stamps per coil: 500 and 3,000 (precanceled

anly)

discovered

She:

on Plate 6 of Buckboard

At STsMpsHOW in Detroit, Conrad
Keydel showed Dr. Rabinowitz a strip of
the 4.9¢ Buckboard from Plaie 6 (Gap
3L) which Dr. Rabinowitz had sold to
Keydel.

“See the Buggy Whip?™ he asked.

Dr. Rabinowitz looked. Sure enough,
the stamp had a plate flaw much resem-
bling the more famous flaw on Plate 4,

As soon as Dr. Rabinowitz returned
home, he examined his stock. The varie-
ty found by Keydel was constant; Dr.

New Stampa:

8.4T1P—Plata 1, 8.4¢ Wheel Chaiz, red precanced,
issued Aug, 12,

10.1T2Pii~Plue 2, 10.1¢ Qil Waguon, red procancel,
issnod June 27.

13.2T1P—Plate 1, 13.2¢ Coal Car, red precancsl, is-
soed fuly 19.

15T1P—Plue 1 of the 15¢ Tughour, blaek wgging,
izsued July 12.

167TLP—Plate 1, 16.7¢ Popcom Wagon, black pre-
cancel, jeraed Tuly 7.

1BM4P—Plaaz 43444 of the precanceled 18¢ Wash-
ington Monument sump. Duil gum. (Rabinowitz)

2T1P~Plate 1 of the 21¢ Railroad Mail Car, red
precancel, issued Aug. 16.

ﬁFS—PI:u'.’»dﬂmEthg.Ang.S(Nuuhk)

Stamps withdrawn {rom sale:

June 29, 1988: 1¢ Omnibus (Cortrell) (not an-
nounced, but ornitted from Philatelic Catalog)

Aug. 31, 1983: 2¢ Locomotive (Cowrell)

Ang. 31, 1988: 3¢ Handoar

Catalog additions:

Page 18: Gap 1L an 1.4T1P-2P has been added 10
the gap table by Larry G. Haynes.

Page 18: Gap 61.-20R on 6T1P has boen deleted
from the gap table by Larry G. Haynes.

Page 28: Gapw 10L-16R on £.3T1BP have been add-
ad 1o the gap table by Larry G. Haynes.

Pages 22.23: Gap 2R on 9.3T5P-6P has heen sddad
1o the gap table by Larry G. Haynes. (Also report-
ol by Shuliz)

Page 23-4: Gaps 25L-1R, 21L-5R, 22L-3R, 24L-2R,
SL-2tR and 13L-13R on 10.1T2Pi have boen add-
d 10 the gap table by Larry G. Haynes. He deloted
Gaps 201 6R on 10.1T1PL

Page 26t Gap 5L on 12T1P-2P has been offered for
saia by Dr. Robext Rabinowitz,

Page 27: Gaps SL-18R and 11L-15R on 12.5T2P
have becn added to the gap tabls by Larry G.
Haynes,

Catalog Updates. . - mcnmira

Rabinowitz had 12 more.

(He's selling them at $75 for F-VF;
$105 for VE-5.)

Dr. Rabinowitz said he had bought just
two rolls of 3,000 of the value with
Plates 5 and 6. The strips from Plate 5
yielded the “Buggy Rein™

“Anybody who bought a strip of Plate
6 from me with the gap at 31" Dr. Rabi-
nowitz. said, “has one of the new Buggy
Whips. I was too biind o see the dammed
things.”

Catalog corractions:

Page 38: 17T5Pb and 17T6Pb (no gap) exim only
with cut numbers or with numbers at the 10p,

Page 38: The price of 20T13 as 2 sip of five should
be $5.50, not $14.75.

Minkus catalog?
Save your money,
itignores PNCs

The new edition of the Minkus cstaleg changed its
namie from New American Stamp Calaleg w » more
important-sounding Speciclized American Siamp
Caialog.

From the viewpoint of plate number coils, save
your meney. It's not even as good 15 Scott. It doss
noc price all PNCe a¢ arips of three and omits any
mention of precancels. The B Press versions of Cox-
trell press sampd that do not have a change in design
(8.3¢ Ambulance, 124 Suniey Steamner and 14¢ Ice-
beat) are mimply ignored.

Richard L. Sine of Scott Publishing Co. said in
Datroic thee Scott bas not ruled out giving these
Hamps numbers.

Scott gave & major numbesz to the Ambnlance, list-
ed the Iceboat a5 4 no-number variety, and ignored
the Stanley Swamer.

And, unlike Scot, Minkus pays no atiention 1o the
plata numbers whatsoever, An 13¢ Flag is an 18¢
Flag whether it has 1 5 or 2 6 at the bottorm.

This simply cannot be talien sexiously ax a special-
ized catalog.

What's meve, through the magic of photacopying,
many of the pages are simply repraduced from the
previaus edition, even with the old name above
the folio. e
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Ken Lawrence answers Diane Thompson

Diane Thompson's letter in the July TPN
provides an interesting glimpse into her meth-
ods of finding and marketing PNCs, but it is
not an accurate account of the 10.9¢ precan-
cel, Plates 3 and 4.

At least two collectors found those once-
scarce numbers before she did, but by early
December 1987 they were experiencing diffi-
culty selling thern at the level of published buy
prices. On Dec. 8, two different sources told
me that Thomnson had made a sizable find,
which accounted for the problem. Al Haake
told me he would pass if anyone offered hima
quantity of these numbers.

In the Dec. 14 Linn's, Bill Lengs stilt had a
published buy price of $275 for PS/3 and $425
for PS/5, but in the Dec. 21 issue these were
replaced by “POR."

(I don’t know what Esrati meant by a “'de-
cent interval” between the two advertisements,
given that Linn’s appear only once n week.)

Since I managed to learn of Thompson's
find in early December, surely Langs could
also have known of i, as well as of the other
two finds. The fact that she says she has never
sold anything to Langs is irrelevant. At that
time, she had not sold me anything, either.

1 was out of the country from Dec. 17 until
Jan. 1, the time when buy prices for 10.9T3P-
4P were disappesring from Linn's. By coinci-
dence I returned 4 call from Thompson on Jan.
2 and wranged to buy some PNCs fropm her
{not 10.95), and when I sent my check I asked
her what she knew about the multiple finds.

Her Jan. 19 reply to me asserted, as she did
in TPN, that hers was the only find (which I
already knew to be erroneous), but she added
that she had located “a few rolls of 10.9 #3
and #4” in October, and named one collector
and four dealers 1o whom she had sold quanti-
ties.

Personally, I don't consider it sleazy for
Thompson to recover costs and make a profit,
but I do regard it as irresponsible that she and
a couple of others refuse to disclose accurate
information about the quantities of certain
PNCs known to exist,

Dealers who withhold such information or
attempt o mislead collectors as 1o existing
quantities of major errors are now roundly
condemned as unethical by collectors and fel-
low dealers alike.

Ken Lawrence

Jackson, Miss.

PNC Quotes r—

*“I continue to list the Trans-
portation Coils by denomina-
tion instead of the patchwork
Scott numbering system. I
think this should be viewed as
a continuing long series that
should someday be numbered
sequentially.”

Dave Kaplan,
in a letter to dealers

“I have been servicing first-
day covers since 1956 and 1
have never seen such a rush
of new issves, We can criti-
cize the Postal Service all we
wanl, but they are going to
aNMOUnce More issues to meet
the rate change....

“I know people are cancel-
ing as a result of the negalive
publicity in Linn"s —but hang
in there and do the best you
ml'

John Halladay
former owner
House of Famam

Summer Special

All FDCs with PNCs, singles or
pairs, 1¢ to 17¢, Colorano, Art-
Craft, etc. $10.00 each,

Send SASE for list.

Crest Investments

Houston, TX 77035

)

WANTED
Used PNCs and FDCs with PNCs.

Singles and lenger strips.

P.O. Box 31021

E stamp found
with no yellow
plate number

A sirip of 25E has been
found with no yellow plate
number. The strip is from
Plates 1222, but shows only
“12 2." The stamp was care-
fully examined, and the yel-
low number is definitely

Suips of the undenominated
25¢ Earth stamp have caused
some trouble because collec-
tors could not read the yellow
digit in the plate numbers.

When W, T. Moore of Utah
reported his find to TFN, he
was 1old to gat a blue filter
and look again. He did. No
yellow number!

But the strip found by
Moore is otherwise totally
normal. The yellow horizon-
tal bands seen on each side of
the Earth are clearly present.
Also, oranges and browns in
the stamp are the correct col-
or and intensity. Both require
presence of the yellow plate.

What this leaves s is an
EFO in which a foreign sub-
stance somehow obscured the
yellow plate number. This is
the only possible explanation
since the yellow plate did
print on all other areas of the
strip where its lack would
have changed the colors of
the stamp.

Meanwhile, A. S. Cibulskas
has found strips where the
yellow digit is hidden under
the black digit. He needed a
microscope to see the yellow.

And dealer Frank Marreili
has found strips with missing
yellow numbers. [t was not
known if they were obscured
by other digits.

Now, has anyone found a
25E strip in which the yellow
colors of the design are miss-
ing?

As long as the design shows
yellow, the yellow plate num-
ber is probably there, or hid-
ing.
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PNC exhibit wins a vermeil

Darrell Ertzberger won a vermeil
medal in May at the National Philatelic
Exhibition (NAPEX) in Washington,
D.C., for his showing of the Coutrell is-
sues of the Transportation coils. Ertzber-
ger also picked up the Stame of Freedom
Award of the Bureau Issues Association.

Willlam McMurray’s PNC exhibit
took a silver at Philatelic Show *88 in
Boxborough, Mass., in May.

Dr. Terence Hines, a PNC collector
and editor of The Modern Postal History
Journal, won a silver in the literature
competition at PIPEX in Eugene, Ore.,
in May.

L3 L]

Scott Publishing Co. has changed the
catalog number on 25E to 2279. It still
has not assigned numbers to 14T2B or
12T1BP.

The 1980 PNC catalog will have to as-
sign a more complex number to the
10.1¢ Qil Wagon precancels because of
the change in precancel styles, the first
such event in PNC history.

The old 10.1s will bear the numbers
10.1TIPi and 10.1T2Pi; the new red pre-
cancel will be 10.1T1Pii. The logic
comes from the method used on the 17¢
precancels, where the precancel typeface
follows the “P" in lower-case letters.

LEE ]

The Lindner Co. is marching to the
beat of its own drummer. In its 1987
supplement for its U.8. hingeless album,
all coils were dropped because “collec-
tors tend to collect the so-called ‘line
pairs’ in strips of three, the plate number
in the middle. As these stamps are col-
lected only by specialized collectors, we
are not inclnding them in our USA al-
bum. We are not including the coil pairs
because they are no longer collected.”

Lindner said that if it gets 100 requests
from collectors who want pages for
strips of three, it will issue an album for
them.

L1}

Charles Yeager, Washington corre-
spondent for Linn's, has some semantic
arguments with the PNC fraternity. For
ane thing, he says we should get our ter-
minology straight on flexographic plates
used o pur precancels on all Courell is-
sues and some B Press issues.

o _All the PNC News.

-~ that fits we print

“They’re plates,” he said, “not mats.
The only difference is that unlike letter-
press plates, they’re plastic, not metal.
The name stems from the fact that they
can be bent.”

On another matter, Yeager has clarified
the terminology on “varnish” vs. “lac-
quer.”

“Varnish,” he said, “is used on intaglio
printings; lacquer is used on gravure.”

That means the 18¢ Washington Mon-
ument stamnps have lacquer, not varnish.

L2 2 ]

Washington rumor has it that all coil
production may soon shift o the use of
phosphored paper, the paper that was
tested in the 22¢ Flag test coils.

Collectors are urged to examine stamps

they purchase and report any finds to The
Plate Number.

The phosphored paper (USPS foolishly
calls it “pre-phosphored™) has two main
characteristics:

* It appears much whiter in daylight,

» It cannot exhibit the phosphor shapes
we recognize as block tagging.

ek

Elmer F. Degon, a PNC dealer in Au-
gusta, Maine, notes in his June price list
that XF quality is difficult to obtain on
ceriain strips, so he sets special prices on
them.

The strips in question are all Cotirell
issues of the tagged and precanceled 4¢
Stagecoach, Plates 3 and 5 of the 5.2¢
Sleigh, the 11¢ Caboose and Plate 7 of
the 17¢ Auto.

Degon also offers private vending
coils.

TPN
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TPN Average continues to decline

The TPN Average continued its slight
decline in the past two months, mainly
because of price reductions in more com-
mon material. This report does not in-
clude the decline in auction prices at
STaMpsHOW 88 in Detroit.

The average always trails market pric-
es because it includes price lists that
have not been updated in the previous
two months,

Al] obsolete prices on the 20¢ Pumper
from Plates 12-14, however, were ex-
cluded from the average. That caused a
slight drop in June, and new {inds have
further reduced those prices.

Going up were such strips as 9.3¢ Mail
Wagon, precanceled Plate 8; 5.2¢ Sleigh

Plate 3, 22¢ Flag Plate 1 and 5.9¢ Tricy-
cle precanceled Plate 4.

Plates 3 and 4 of the 18¢ Surrey and
Plates 7 and 8 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper
climbed, as did Plate 11 of the latter.

Noted as rising in dealer lists, although
not included in the TPN  Average, was
22¢ Flag Plate 3.

The average is based on prices pub-
lished by more than a dozen dealers.
They include Al Haake, Kim Cuniberti,
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, Stamps 'n' Swiff,
M&M/Southwest, Lee Warzala, Craig
Selig, Dale Enterprises, H&H Stamps
and Dennis Chamberlain.

The average is based solely on their
prices for sirips of five.
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Plate and mat varieties — Part Xl

By A.S. Cibulskas

Though these plate variety
columns are generally only a
compilation of reports I have
received, there are several ar-
eas of general interest which,
I feel, should be treated separ-
ately.

Months can go by between
the time [ compile this col-
umn and its actual appearance
in print. This is caused by all
sorts of personal and techni-
cal reasons. Those who won-
der why their reports are not
in the very next issue are
asked to be patient. All re-
ports deemed valid will be
published.

Regular readers of this col-
umn will note its umusual
length in this issue. This
should be an indication of the
widespread and genuine inter-
est in varieties, including re-

| e e i e B

ports from first-time contribu-
tors,

One specific report deserves
special attention because it is
of concern 1o us all.

20T9, Plate 9 of the 20¢
Fire Pumper, has been re-
ported with an inking varie-
ty that could make it possi-
ble to confuse it for a costly
20T3. There Is a very great
price difference between the
two strips. [ believe it is ne-
cessary to disseminate such
information as widely as pos-
sible.

This month's column con-
tains many reports with an
“LOM” notation. This is
shorthand for “layout mark-
ings,” which are either dots or
horizontal lines, almost al-
ways on the numbered stamp,
so far only on Coturell issues.
They vary in intensity from

-—— e — - -

Second Skin Studios.

We're looking for a few good
philatelists.

|
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I
Wa need sales representatives for our :
new Transportation Stamp Shirts at |
the First Day Ceremonies where the |
new stamps are issued. We also need |
distributors to market our designs at !
other philatelic events. If you (or your !
organization) are interested in earning :
money and promoting stamp collect- |
ing at the same time, call or write us |
today for more information! I
|

I

I

I

I

I

I

|

Carolynn or Stephen Sickerman
(318) 324-4101

Second Skin Studios
PO Box 742
Winter Haven, FL 33882

___________ S |

readily obvious to some for
which a magnifying glass is
necessary {at least for some-
one with poor eyesight, like
me).

LOMs are believed to be
markings used by designers
and/or plate makers in setting
up the plate,

But so far we are guessing.

The LOMs have been for-
warded to Ken Lawrence and
Charles Yeager for possible
future definition or for com-
ment by the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing.

Mike Courtey made all the
original LOM finds. Instead
of citing him throughout this
colummn, [ am doing so here.

1¢ Omnibus

2. Part of the left leg of the
“m"” in “Omnibus” is missing
at 26R. This is probably o
plate variety, not an inking
variety, as the missing portion
is identical throughout the roll
and has been found in differ-
ent rolls. (Adams)

3¢ Conestoga Wagon

a, Plate 1 at 3L shows a
crescent-shaped crack or
gouge under and centered
midway between the two low-
er legs of the “W" in “Wag-
on.” Constancy uncertain.
(Warzala)

4¢ Stagecoach

a. Plate gouge at 1R on
Plate 1 between and slightly
abave the "§™ and the “t” in
“Stage.” (Courtney)

b. LOM dots on Plate 2:
Twa above the “S™ in “Stage”
at 1L; one above and to the
right of the "t” in “Stage.”
Constant.

¢. LOM dot above and to
the left of “5” in “Stage" at
1L. Constant, tagged and pre-
canceled.

d. LOM dot and some line
on Plate & above and to the
left of the “3" in “Stage” at
1L.. Constant, tagged and pre-
canceled.

4.9¢ Buckboard

a. Constant vertical plate
crack at 9L of Plate 1 about
4mm long from the top of the
left front tire, parallel to the
numeral “w” in the denomi-
nation. (Adams)

5.9¢ Bicycle

a. Dot or plate pouge at 1L
of Plate 3 to the right and be-
low the “s” of the date. Con-
stant. (Marrelli)

7.1¢ Tractor

a. “Blowout” (poorly illus-
trated on Page 71 of TPN,
July 1988). Found constant in
a roll of 500 on the precan-
celed Plate 1 at 7L or 8L.

Described as a constant
plate variety, the Blowout has
the appearance of having
been caused by foreign matter
to create an inking variety.
This, however, would not
cause ink smears at the edges,
which are indeed very obvi-
ous.

In addition w causing a
break in the front axle, the
biowout obscures part of the
left front wheel. It is an un-
inked area with ink spraying
out of the uninked area,
(Haake, Marrelli)

(Author's comment: Addi-
tional copijes are being sub-
mitted. More information in
the next issue,)

8.5¢ Tow Truck

a. Constant plate variety on
Plate 1, originally reported
only on the precancel, but
now confirmed tagged, too.
Dot to the right of the control
handle of the tow rope (below
the tow arm). (Warzala}
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but nhow we find lots of LOMs

b. Constant plate varieties
on Plate 1. Dot under the left
top of the crossbar of the “T™
in “Tow™ at 12R. Dot over
and to the right of the “k™ in
“Truck” at 17R. (Maves)

¢. Three dots outside the
right rear wheel at about 4 or
5 o'clock. Found on used
copy, so constancy and posi-
tion are not yet known. (St
Laurent)

d. Precancel mat variety:
The first three-quarters of
N in “Nonprofit” is missing
(only the right vertical leg is
seen). Also, the upper quad-
rant of the “g" in “Org.” is
missing. Found on used copy,
so constancy and position are

not yet kmown. (St. Laurent)
9.3¢ Mail Wagon

2. “Half Moon" plate crack,
constant at 1R of Plate 3. The
crescent-shaped crack extends
1-2mm from the bottom of
the stamp at about the place
where a plate number would
be. Although new to me, this
was described as a well-
known *“older” wvariety.
(Haake)

10.1¢ Oil Wagon

a. Dot on the right side of
the second “1" of the denomi-
nation about 60% of the way
up from the bhottom of the
“1.” Plate 1 at 1R, Constancy
uncertain. (Albert)

b. Constant dot in the top
left of the “0” of the denomi-
nation at 17R of precanceled
Plate 1. (Maves)

... Constant dash over the
“U” of “USA”™ at 22R of
tagged and precanceled Plate
1. (Adams)

d. Constant dot over “A" of
“USA™ at 23R on precanceled
Plate 1. (Adams, Maves)

e. Constant dot over “i" in

“0il" at 20L on precanceled
Plate 1. {(Maves) [Editor's
note: Could this be the variety
shown at the top of Page 24
in the 1988 PNC catalog?]

£ Constant tail on the “0” of
the denomination at 25L of
tagged only (lo date). This
runs outward from the middle
right side of the zero at about
a 45-degree mgle. (Adams)

11¢ Stutz Bearcat

a. Rock in the road in front
of the right wheel at 3L on
Plate 3. This is constant and
is confirmed as coming from
the top row in the plate. (Liu)

b. “Polishing Clath" also
cal]led the “Dented Hood."
Additional copies have been
submitted with a flaw locking
like the two triangles of the
“Dented Hood” constant 3-
4mm below and to the left of
the front wheel. Constant on
Plate 3. {(Anon.)

12.5¢ Pushcart

a. Quotation marks under
“ar” of “‘cart” at 11R on pre-
canceled Plate 1 Constant
plate variety because it has
been found at the same loca-
tion but with various precan-
cel gaps. (Beschomer via Na-
2ar)

b. Mark under “S™ of
“USA" at 13R of precanceled
Plate 1. Constancy needs to
be defined. (Beschorner via
Nazar)
14¢ Iceboat

a. What looks like a triple
joint line is constant at 1L on
Plate 4. The added line is

about 1mm left of the normal
line. (Adams)

b. Constart ink blob in the
top left of the main sail at
16L on Plate 2 from the B

Rexew now il your label says “5-88°

Press version. (McKenna)
16.7¢ Popcorn
Wagon

& This has to be a firstl On
the day of issue, Frank Mar-
relli found a possible plate
crack at 1R in the form of a
red line running down and o
the right from about 5 o*clock
right of the front right wheel.

17¢ Electric Auto

a. Constant plate crack at 1L
on Plate 1 extends vertically
downward for about 2mm
from the left center of the
front axle. Various reports
called it a “broken axle,” an
“axle break”™ or a “hand
crank.” (Four reporters)

b. LOM dots above and be-
tween the “E” and “1" of
“Electric* at 1L. Dot above
the left side of the first “¢™ in

Selling
Imperforate Transportation Coils
Palr #Stripofs
2¢ Locomative $79.95 $375.00 (#3, #4)
4¢ Stagecoach PC 995.00 —_
5¢ Motorcycle 1,550.00 -
6¢ Tricycle PC 195.00 1,395 (#2)
9.3¢ Mail Wagon PC 130.00 —_
10.1¢ Qil Wagen 145.00 1,250.00 (#1)
10.9¢ Hansom Cab 150.00 —_
12.5¢ Pushcarn 65.00 450.00 (#1)
14¢ lceboat B5.00 475.00 (#1, #2)
17¢ Auto 150.00 POR
17¢ Dog Sled 895.00 —_
17¢ Sied miscut 695.00 —
18¢ Surrey 100.00 POR
20¢ Pumpar 100.00 POR
18¢ Washington PC 795.00 — (#33333)
18¢ Washinton Mint  1,250.00 _
25¢ Bread Wagon 175.00 POR
(25¢) "E" Earth 295.00 POR
WILLIAM S. LANGS
P.O. Box B51, Ansonia Station, NY 10023

“Elecwric™ at 1R. Constant
tagged and precanceled.

¢. LOM dot and line below
the middle of the front right
wheel. Constant at {1 on
tagged Plate 1.

d. LOM dots and line above
and between the "¢ and "'¢”
of “Electric” and a dot and
line above the “I" at 1R. Con-
stant tagged and precanceled.

¢. LOM line parallel to bot-
tomn edge on Plate 2 starting
at the right side of 1R and
continuing through 2R. Con-
stant.

f. LOM dot above and
slightly left of the “A" in
“Auto™ at 1L on Plate 3. Dot
and line above and slightly
left of the “A™ at 1R. Con-
stant tagged and precanceled.

Please turn to next page
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g. LOM dot above and be-
tween the “A” and “u” of
“Auto™ at 1L of Plate 4. Dot
above the “i” of *Electric” at
IR. Constant tagged and pre-
canceled.

h. Two LOM dots at 1L of
Flate 5. The stronger one is
above and between the “A”
and “u” in “Auto.” A second,
fainter, dot is above the left
side of the “u”, right of the
first dot. Alse, dot and two
lines centered above the “u”
at 1R. Constant tagged and
precanceled.

i. LOM dot and line above
and slighily left of *a" in
“Auto” at 1L of Plate 6, Two
dots above “u” at 1R. Con-
stant tagged and precanceled.

20¢ Fire Pumper

a. LOM dot midway above
the “P" in “Pumper” at 1L, ont
Plate 1. Constant.

b. LOM dot under middle of
front wheel at 1L on Plate 1.
Constant. .

¢. Possible plate crack at 1L
on Plate 1. Line parallel to
left side and 1lmm from from
top t@ bottom of the “F” in
“Fire.” (Courtney)

d. Possible plate crack con-
tinuation at 1L on Plate 1.
This line runs upward from
the bottom left side of the
stamp for about 1-2mm. Con-
stancy to be defined. (Court-
ney)

¢. LOM dot above the mid-
point of the “P” in “Pumper”
constant at 1L of Plate 2.

f. Plate crack continuation
of “Crack over e” on Plate 2.
This runs up from bottom
edge of stamp to almost be-
low the front wheel. Constant
at 1L. (Courtney)

g. LOM dot over left side of
“" in “Pumper” constant at
1L on Plate 3.

h. Possible ﬁlate crack ex-

tending up and to the right
from the top right side of the
loop of the “P” in “Pumper”
at 1L of Plate 4. Constancy
needs to be defined. (Court-
ney)

i.» LOM dot and line abave
the midpoint of the "F” in
“Fire” constant at 1L on Plate
4,

j- LOM dot and line above
the left side of the “P" in

“Pumper” constant at 1L on
Plate 5.

k. Cracked, chipped or
scratched plate constant to the
left of the fourth perf from the
top next to the joint line at 1L
on Plate 5. (Courmey)

L. Similar to (k.} above but
much longer. From first to
fourth perf hole from the top
and slightly farther from the
Joint line at 1L. (Courtney)

m. Plate blister at joint line
by the rear wheel. Two elon-
gated teardrop blisters. Addi-
tional finds have confirmed
constancy at 1L on Plate 6.
(Courtnev)

‘n. LOM line at the bottom
right side at 1R on Plate 6.
Constant.

0. LOM dot over the mid-
point of the “F* in “Fire” con-
stant at 1L on Plate 7.

p. LOM dot below the mid-
dle of the front wheel of 1L
on Plate 7. This is from a dif-
ferent row than (0.).

g. Plate crack at 1L of Plate
7 above the “u” in “Pumper.”
Confirmation copies show
progression from 0.2mm to
about 1.5mm. (Courtney)

r. LOM dot above the left
side of the *“F" in “Fire” con-
stant at 1L on Plate 8,

s. Plate blister over the right
side of the “i” in “Pumper” at
IL of Plate 8. Constancy
needs to be defined. (Court-

ney)
t. Two LOM dots above the

left of the “P” in “Pumper”
and above the right side of the
“w.” Constant at 1L on Plate
9.

u. Plate cracks extending
upward from the top of the
plate number of Plate 9 result
in the appearance of a
“Horned Nine." Constant at
1L. (Courtney)

v. LOM dot and line above
the midpoint of the “P” in
*Pumper” constant at 1L of
Plate 10,

w. LOM dot above the left
side of the “r” in “Fire” con-
stant at 1L of Plate 11.

x. LOM dot over the right
side of the “e” in “Fire” con-
stant at 1L of Plate 11.

y. LOM dot under the mid-
dle of the front wheel con-
stant at 1L on Plate 11.

z. Plate crack or scratch at
8:30 o’clock outside the right
wheel constant at 1L on Plate
11. (Courtney)

aa. Possible gouge results in
dot-like appearance above
and between the digits of the
plate number. Constant at {L
of Plate 11. (Courtney)

bb. Possible piate cracks:
two lines extending down-
ward from the middle bottom
of the loop of the “P" in
“Pumper” on Plate 11. Lines
are about 1-2mm long. Con-
stancy needs to be defined.
(Courmey)

¢c. LOM dot above and
right right of the midpoint of
the “P" in “Pumper” constant
at 1L on Plate 12.

dd. LOM dot above the
right side of the “e” in “Fire"
constant at 1L on Plate 13,

ee. LOM or plate gouge
above the right side of the “P"
in “Pumper” at 1R on Plate
14, Constancy needs to be de-
fined.

ff. LOM dot above the right
side of the “r” in “Pumper.”

constant at 1L of Plate 15.

gg- Dot or gouge at about 8
o’clock outside the rear wheel
at 1L on Plate 15. Constancy
needs 10 be defined. (Court-

ney)
22¢ Flag

a. Constant plate crack or
gouge at 19L on Plate 11. The
flaw is at the bottom of the
stamp where & plate number
would be and is almost simi-
lar in shape to a numeral “1."
(Cibulskas)

Farnam
goes to
Artmaster

John Halladay, owner of the
House of Farnam since 1978
and a full-time teacher, has
given up on the first-day cov-
er business. Halladay said he
wanted to spend more time
with his 11-year-old daugh-
ter,
“T hope I have made first-
day cover collecting more en-
joyable, and that you won’t
forget me as I have put my
heart and soul into the Far-
nams I created for your en-
joyment.” Halladay said.

Farnam accounts have been
ransferred to Bill Toutant of
Artmaster. Artmaster will
conlinue to make Farmam
covers using the same artists
and engravers as before,

But there was a horrendous
delay on Famnam covers be-
cause of the transfer, the
flood of new issues and a
shortage of 25¢ Earth PNC
covers serviced by Halliday.
{(Halliday did not make covers
with all plate number combi-
nations.) However, Toutant
promised to catch up and w
provide all covers ordered by
old Farnam customers.

If your label says “5-88,"
this is your last issue.
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Labels provide clues to roll’s contents

By Gerald H. Clark

An often overlooked en-
hancemens for any PNC col-
lection is beginning to emerge
as a highly collectible item.
Dealers are starting to sell
them and collectors are now
trading them. At least one
wholesaler even sends photo-
copies of selected ones with
her inquiries to post offices
mnd bulk mailers across the
country. One dealer uses
them to attract new CUstomers
in his quarterly newsletter.

What are they? Simply stat-
ed, they are the most impor-
tant tool used by avid PNC
collectors and dealers to find
scarce, tough or elusive mum-
bers—THE WRAPPER LA-
BEL.

A good understanding and
knowledge of the labels found
on zny roll of 500 or 3,000
will give the finder an above-
average chance of knowing
what plate numbers, precan-
cel types, or even gap posi-
tions are in the roll, without
opening the wrapper.

Remember that on a roll of
500, a collector has only one
chance in seven of having a
plate number show from the
outside. Even if he is lncky
enough to find that one op-
portunity, there are still prob-
lems such as kmowing what
the other plate number is on a
roll printed on the Cottrell
presses. For example, Plate 5
was paired with Plate 6 and
with Plate 7 on the 17¢ Elec-
wic Auto. Later, I will show
how 1o tell the difference by
the wrapper label.

Who says “you can’t leil a
book by its cover™?

It appears that the Buresu of
Engraving and Printing (BEP)
has been teliing us ail along
how to find the numbers
we've been looking for. Vir-
tually every press nun of a

.TPN Research. Report

given issue will have a slight-
ly (sometimes dramatically)
different Iabel. Different col-
ored inks may be used. Dif-
ferent styles of printing may
be fornd. Handstamps of var-
jous kinds or at different Joca-
tions make one label differ
from another. In some way,
the label will tell a definite
sicry about the contents of the
roll.

For this article, I will con-
centrate on differences found
on the 17¢ Electric Auto in
tagged and precanceled form.
Let's first examine some of
the wrappers from unprecan-

. ¢eled stamps. (I say “some”

of the labels, because al-
though every plate pairing is
represented, not all press runs

Example A shows the label
from the pairing of Plates 1
and 2 on Type I paper with a
vertical tagging gap at 2L.
Since Plates 1 and 2 were also
used 1o print on Type II pa-
per. and also exist without
tagging gaps on Type I paper,
it may be assumed that at
least two more varicties may
exist.

This label was produced by
vse of a handstamp with
black ink. Note the placement
of “$85.00" and the copyright
line. Also look closely at the
“©" as this will become im-

Example B contained
stamps printed from Plates 3
and 4 on Type 11 paper, again
with vertical tagging gaps at
2L. Since this represents only
one of many press runs, sev-
eral other varieties are likely
10 exist.

Again, & handstamp was
used, but with blue ink (al-
most identical to the stamp it-
self). Notice the placemem of
the value and the co

500
17¢

STAMPS

$8500

#SPS 1981

@\“ED w.q;;%‘
?9y)50°

Example C is the key wrap-
per to this issue. It contained
stamps from Plates 5 and 6.
This label appears identical at
first glance to Example B.
There are, however, three sig-
nificant differences:

+ The lettering is very dis-
tinct and uniform, indicating
printing rather than hand-
stamping.

» The color is black, not
blue.

» Most importently, the size
of the “©" is extremely small,
only half the size of the leners
“UspPs.”

Example D (not shown),
from the pairing of Plates 5
and 7, is made by a hand-
stamp and is identical to Ex-
ample B in every respect ex-
cepl its color—black,

ow we should exam-
N ine a few labels from

precanceled rolls.
With 64 collectible gap posi-
tions, 3 types of precancel
mat and 2 types of paper, the
mathematical possibility of
label varieties seems endless.
I will show only a few varie-
ties to demnonstrate label dif-

Example E~"RECAN-
CELLED"” and

g‘ 7% %
STAN'PS %

PRECANCELLED )
$8’00*
., OUSPS 1881

Example F="Split 500"
are both from the pairing of
Plates 3 and 4 with the gap at
4R, For more than a year, the
“$plit 500™ label was highly
sought after and requested by
photocopy from post offices
throughout the country. Rea-
son? If found, the collector
had a 50-50 chance of obtain-
ing the elusive BA typeface.
Remember that half of the

Please turn 1o Page 84
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printing output was the combination AA,
and the other half was BA (See Tom
Maeder, TPN, Sept. 1987, for details on
plating.) What most seekers did not
know was that the “RECANCELLED”
wrapper had the same opportunities.
Both labels are printed in blue ink and
have the small “@."

Example G shows a completely differ-
ent format and wording than the two pre-
vious examples. Printed in bright purple,
rolls having this label contained Plates 3
and 4, Typeface AA, Gap 4L. [t appears
that "PRESORTED FIRST CLASS"™ was
added by a different handstamp but in
the same color of ink.

xamples H, I and J are all from
rolls of 3,000, This can become a

rather expensive proposition mn- -

less you have more than an educated
guess of what is inside the wrapper. You
have only 15 stamps showing from out-
side the wrapper on which there might
be a plate number. Trving to determine
the locaton of the gap is even harder, so
the cbvious solution is to know the label.

These three examples are all hand-
stamped in black for the major portion of
the label. An important second hand-
stamp was used to apply “PRESORTED
FIRST CLASS.” The location and color
of this second handstamp gives clues of
the roil’s contents.

Example H contained stamps printed
from Plates 5 and 6 with the gap at 1L
and precancel style AA—an extremely
commoh position. The second hand-
stamp was applied at an angle at the 1op
of the label in a bluish-black ink.

This printing also had a gum difference
although it was printed on Type [ paper.
The gum appears almost snow-white
when compared to the yellowish gum on
all other 17¢ Autos, Also, when un-
rolled, stamps from this wrapper will

usrs 191

LAY
%

Example H, contained common stamps from Plates 5 and 6.

flatten and stiffen almost immediately
{the others curl).
- Exampie I (not shown) shows the sec-
ond handstamp at the bottom of the la-
bel, again in blackish-purple ink. These
olls contained Plates 3 and 4 with Style
AA precancel and the gap again at 1L,
The blackish-purple ink and the location
of the handstamp cansed me untold grief
and anxiety and cost me a lot of money
in the search for the next example.
Example J appears absolutely identical
to the previous example when seen in
black and white. There is, however, one
small, exasperating difference. The color
of the second handtsamp is black, with-
out a trace of purple. Stamps in these
roils were also from Plates 3 and 4 with
Style AA, but with the scarce Line gap.

ere I must deviate from the main
purpose of this article to tell the
story of the Line gap,

In the fall of 1985, it was re-
ported that this was the scarcest gap po-
sition on the 17¢ Aulo, with copies only
in the possession of one collector.

Shortly thereafter, collectors all over
the country reported that they also had
copies. It was then reported that six rolls

of 500 had been found, broken up, and
entirely distributed. One dealer began of-
fering only Plate 4 at $100.

This story appears to me 1o have been a
cover-up (o conceal the fact that Line
gaps existed on rolls of 3,000, which
yield 62 or 63 strips of each number.

In October 1986 I began teasing a fel-
low collector that I would find the line
gap if it killed me. At the same time, I
leamned that my eyes were no longer
what they used to be and that I needed
spectacles. The eye doctor determined
for me that I should have a rose tint put
into the glasses because of my excessive
use of ultraviolet light in examining
stamps. The rose-colored glasses nearly
cost me a fortune by buying the wrong
rolls and they almost resulted in no more
Line gaps being found to be made avail-
able to collectors.

On the way home from the eye doctor,
I stopped to examine several rolls of 17¢
precancels in rolls of 3,000 to be used in
a large bulk mailing. One roll particular-
ly caught my eye for several reasons.

First, it was exiremely low centered,
the perfect roll to have the numbers on

wop.
Second, it had what zppeared 1o be an
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Example J looks just like Example |, except in color

“albino” precancel variety showing from
the outside of the roll.

Third, the “PRESORTED FIRST
CLASS"” on the label was black—
something I had not seen before.

When the roll was opened from the
center (Editor's note: This is a way to
examine rolls without having to undo the
scaling tape), I could not believe my
eyes. There it was—the Line gap with
the plate numbers 3 and 4 completely on
wop.

There were no more rolls with black
lestering in this batch, but I went home
with what I thought was a major find.

Lost? Found

Somebody sent me 34 strips of
the 10.1¢ Cil Wagon showing a
plate variecy at 23L.

I found them under a pile of
mail on my desk, but do not know
whe ssnt tham, what price was
asked, or if I paid,

Will the owner please identify
himsalf (herself)? My consclence
is killing ma,

Stave Rarati
P.0. Box 20130
Shaker Beights, OB 44120

The only problem was that nobody then
wanted numbers on top. My challenge
remained to find “the real thing.”

Two wecks later, after picking up my
rose-tinled specs, I stopped by at the post
office and requested to see any rolls of
3,000 that could be brought 1o the win-
dow. They were helpful and kindly
brought all the boxes and allowed me to
go through them. Alas, no luck—the
boxes had all been opened and gone
through by someone else, and all the
wording was purplish-black.

As the months went by, I kept taking
chances, assuming 1 may have erred in
analyzing the label. I wound up with a
heck of a lot of Plates 3 and 4, style AA,
Gap 1L

Then, a month before the rolls were
withdrawn, I again checked with my
bulk mailer, who was doing another
large mailing. I knew I had ssen all these
rolls before, but I still had hope.

For some reason, [ took off my glasses
while looking through the rolls, and
there they were! Four rolls with black
lettering!

You guessed iL, the rose tint in my new
specs had been turning those labels from
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black to purplish-black for more than a
year and they had been staring me in the
face all the time.

I quickly bought two of the four rolls,
thinking the ather two would be used on
the mailing. Wrong again!

Two days later, the bulk mailer ex-
changed 6 rolls of 3,000 for the 36 re-
maining rolls of 500 at the philatelic
window. The two remaining rolls of Lins
gaps wound up being sent to collectors
who were ordering from the Midwest.
Lucky them!

My end resuit: 1 roll with numbers on
top; plus 1 roll with no numbers (from
the top row of the press); plus 3 rolls
with split or normal numbers; plus the
original find, for a total of 750 strips
found.

{Oh yes, the 36 rolls exchanged for
weze the last rolls of the AA-BA precan-
cel styles that [ had requested at the win-
dow for the completion of the plating of
Plates 3 and 4. That explains my inabili-
ty 1o complete the AA portion of that
project.)

I hope I have generated some interest
in wrapper labels and given you some-
thing to lock for in & meaningful way.
The 17¢ Aulo is still on sale in most
parts of the counwy (Editor’s note: The
withdrawsals were from the Philatelic
Sales Division and from philatelic win-
dows only, although some philatelic
clerks still have them in stock).

I doubt that we will ever come up with
a complete listing of labels, but I encour-
age collectors to save them and record
what wes found in the wrappers they ac-
cumulate.

Correspondence, questions or informa-
tiont on other varieties are welcomed by
me at 424 Roosevelr Si., Midvale, Utah
84047-3622.

BIA taps George Godin
as executive director

George V.H. Godin, editor of the Dur-
land Standard Plate Nwnber Catalog
and & member of the Plate Number Coil
Study Group, has been named executive
director of the Bureau Issues Associa-
tion. He replaces Cheryl Lawrence, who
resigned,

Godin is a major collaborator on the
Plate Number Coil Catalog and is BIA's
major researcher on plate numbers.
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USPS OK’s precancel-only stamps’ use

By Stephen G. Esrati

Introduction of precancel-only stamps was followed by a brief
anmouncement by USPS that it is ail right to use precancels on
mail other than bulk mail as long as the proper first-class post-
age is paid.

USPS said that “prior to 1985" it had been required that one
add unprecanceled stamps equal to the first-class rate to covers,
even if the precanceled stamps met the first-class rate.

Now USPS is quite clear about the rules: “Although this and
other precanceled stamps are intended for use by bulk mailers,
they may be used on limited-size mailings so long as the proper
First-Class postage is paid and other requirsments are met.
...For the purpose of obtaining first-day or other philatelic can-
callations, collectors may use precanceled stamps exclusively.”

The requirements referred to are those issued in 1986. They
were published in Postal Builetin 21574, July 10, 1986, and are
reproduced on the next page. (They were repeated in Stamp
News USA No. 46, dated for release on July 6, 1988.)

On July 7, the day of issus of the 16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon,
Frank Marrelli, a PNC dealer in Kenosha, Wis., went to Chica-
20 far the first-day ceremony. That day, he tried to mail some
registered letters at the main post office. They bore precancels.

Without any question about whether he had a permit to use
precancels (which would not have been valid in Chicago), a
¢clerk simply told him he could not use precancels.

He asked for her supervisor. When that supervisor (Marrelli

N
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Coil Number Headquarters'

Comprehensive price list. Send
SASE.

Precancel gaps, varieties, numbers
on top, splits, misperfs, dropped
transfers, double gaps, etc., etc.

Wholesale price list: Dealers and
investors. What do you collect?

Quarterly publication — The Coll
Number Exposé -— $20 annually;
$24 for 5 issues.

Always buying premium material at
premium prices.

Coil scrap accepted at discount;
VISA and MasterCard accepted.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz
37-E Stanwick Place
Stamford, CT 06905

(203) 325-2312
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called her “hostile™) said the stamps would never get past her,
Marrelli asked to see the supervisor’s supervisor. It went on
until he had come (o his fourth supervisor’s supervisor.

Marrelli said: “Loock, [ know the rules. They should have
known them, too.”

And the last guy knew. “He's right,” he said as three lower-
ranking chieftains and the postal clerk argued. “He is absaluze-
ly entitled to use them. Accept his mail and cancel the
stamps.”

Marrelli kmew his Kenosha permit was no good in Chicago.
“I would simply have spplied for a Chicago permit,” he said.

This is an indication that the 1988 rules have yet ta be ab-
sorbed by the system.

Further, the repetition of the 1986 rules without change did
nothing to clarify a situation also brought up by Marreili. Mar-
relli is a buik mailer as well as a dealer. According to the Post-
al Service, it is CK for a dealer who does not have a bulk per-
mit to buy precancels for “collection purposes ' That dealer
may also sell the stamps.

A dealer with a bulk permit may not resell precancels, ac-
cording to USPS. That leaves dealers in a quandary.

With the flood of new precanceled coils, deaiers have huge
quantities of coil waste. They won't give it away and can't use
it all up.

‘What are they supposed to do with it?

ON FIRST DAY COVERS
WE HAVE HAD OUR NEW ISSUE SERVICE ON
COLORANO FLLL COLOR "SILK" CACHETS FOR
TEN YEARS. WE CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH FDC'S
ON EACH COIL NEW ISSUE. WE CATER TO YOUR
NEEDS. NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED.
WRITE US TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS.

ERGA STUDIOS

PC BOX 56086
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72215-8086

—m_'.




Policy on Precanceled Stamp Use
{from Stamp News USA No. 46)

The Postal Service has restatad its policy on collector use
of precanceied or “service-inscribed™ stamps. Beginning in
1088, stamps inlended for use by bulk-rale mailers are no
longer being produced in mint form.

When submitting covers for philatelic cancelation, coliec-
tors may use any combination of unused precanceled stamps
0 long as the total postage meets the applicable rate for
First-Class Mail. Prior to 1886, minl, non-precanceled post-
age oqual to the First-Class rate had 1o be used on any cov-
et submittad for cancelation, even il the cover already con-
tained an equivalent amount of precanceled postage. The
new policy has been in effect since July 10, 1986.

The regulaticns which [follow] apply to those customers
who use precanceled stamps on regular mail. This is typical
for collectors who purchase the required number of precan-
celed stamps to obtain plate numbers or a faw single
stamps, and seek to use the remaining stamps on their cut-
going mait. The regulations do not apply for collectors whe
submit mail order requests for philatelic treatment. The
Postal Service, which cancels and returns stamped covers to
teh customer, is considered the mailer in such cases.

[Editor's note: Stamp News then reprinted the rules as giv-
en in the Postal Bulletin for July 10, 1986. Wae reprint the
original'}

Precanceled Stamps

[From Pastal Bulietin, July 10, 1986]

Racent articles published in philalelic newspapers have
contained confusing information on the use of pracanceled
stamps. The following is a clarification of Postal Service reg-
ulations:

1. Although precanceled stamps typically are used to pay
postage on bulk mailings, they also may be used on single-
piece or limited-size mailings as long as the proper amount
of postage is peid. Bulk-rate discounts do not apply under
such usage.

2. All users of precanceled stamps must have an approved
parmit, Form 3620, Parmit to Usa Precancaled Stamps or En-
velopas, on lile.*

3. Those who do not have permits may purchase precan-
celed stamps only for philatelic purposes.

4. Mail bearing precanceled stamps may not be deposited
in street collection boxes, All such mail must be presented
to autherized postal employeas at weigh units, window units,
or datached mail units of the pos! cffice whara the mailer's
permit is held. When such use is nol part of a qualifying bulk
mailing, stamps should be canceled with a dated device by
the accepting clerk.

5. A mailer may use precanceled stamps along with regular
stamps on the same mailpiece for full payment of postage. In
this event, a permit must also be on file and mail must be
prasented as in item 4 abave,

&. Uniess a bulk mailing is baing mada, it is not necessary
to complete a Form 3602 PC, Statement of Mailing With Buik
Rates, simply because a mailer uses precancelad stamps.

7. Precanceled stamps bearing endorsements such as
*Presorted First Class” may be used in any mailings as iong
as the eppropriate amount of total postage is reflected on
each piece. **

[Editor's nota: The starred footnotes were added in Stamp
News No. 45)

* Possession of this permit does not require a fea. A fee
must be paid only when mailing in butk at discount rates.

* Unigss an item is part of a qualified bulk mailing, the to-
tal postage must equal or exceed the First-Class rale, re-
gardless af the type of endorsement.
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Subscription rate goes to $15 a year
as red ink swamps TPN ledgers

When The Plate Number
appeared in 1986, it was a
modest sttempt to expand the
newletters of the PNC Study
Group to ountsiders.

The subscription price cov-
ered a four-page effort, but—
just in case the baby would
not grow—the $10 price
came with a money-back
guarantee if six issues were
not published.

TPN has grown to four or
more times its original size.
That raised printer costs.

The subscription base has
grown to more than 350 cop-
ies with this issue, also hiking
printer costs.

Last year, the magazine ran
in the red. This year, the red
ink overflowed.

Some readers have been
aware of this plight and have
generously sent in PNC scrap

to help pay postage. Thanks,
folks!

But the time has come to
bite the stamp tongs. The
33.6% increase in postal rates
was just loo much.

The subscription price has
to go up. As of Sept. 15, the
price is $15. All existing sub-
scriptions will be honored at
the old raie until their expira-
tion. Anyone who renews be-
fore Sept. 15, gets the old
Price.

The discount 1o members of
PNC? remains $2. In all hon-
esty, however, it should be
pointed out that instead of
growing in circulation from
new teaders added by PNC3,
TPN has merely lost money
on renewals by old readers.

Thanks for your support,
and Happy Hunting!

Steve Esrati

A L S A S S A 2 S S A S O S S L A A S S S S A

Chamberlain’s
PNC List #15

(Fifth Anniversary Edition)
Selling and trading mint PS3’s and
' PS5's.

Save money three ways!
Price * Discount * Grading !

Dennis Chamberlain
, Box 560
Davis, CA 95617
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USPS promises to tell what’s in the vaults

Assistant Postmaster General Gordon
€. Morison has promised to release in-
formation on off-sale coils that are still
in Postal Service inventories.

The promise came as a result of a re-
quest by Michae]l Laurence, publisher of
Linn's, to make such information avails-
ble. Laurence's request followed the
finding of Plates 12 and 14 of the 20¢
Fire Pumper in Indianapolis.

Morison explained that commemora-
tives are printed only once. They are
usually sold out. Remainders are de-
stroyed. Some, however, are put aside
for possible use in topical stamp collect-
ing kits, annual sets, or other philatelic
products.

“These stored stamps will not be
placed on sale again individuslly,” Mori~
s0m wrote,

As to definitives, which are printed as
often as needed, Morison explained that
even after they are removed from sale in
the Philatelic Sales Division, they can
continue to be sold by pos: offices. “In

addition, they often are held in storage
for possible future use, not only in prod-
ucts—as are commemoratives—abut also
for general sales, especially those issues
for which it is expected that their use
may be needed during a rate change.”

Qld definitives and special stamps
(such as the Love stamps) will be re-
moved from storage for rate changas,
Morison said. They may even be reprint-
ed. {This may have been the case recent-
ly with the 3¢ Parkanan coil.)

According to Morrison, only 20¢ Flag
stamps are now stored in the caves near
Kansas City along with undenominated
stamps. He said he expected 22¢ defini-
tives to be stored in case the rate for a
second ounce goes to 22 cents.

Other stamps are stored at the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing. Morison said
BEP storage is usually limited to the
most recent obsolete first-class, second-
ounce and, possibly, postcard rates.

Morison said it is not cost effective 1o
store low-volume items or bulk-rate

stamps.

The conclusion to be drawn from this
is that 20¢ Fire Pumpers put back on sale
after the April rate change were primari-
ly from local stocks or, possibly, from
BEP vauls.

Morison's conclusion is: “We do our
best not to deliberately tamper with the
after-market for stamps, but operational
considerations and convenience of the
mailing public come first. And that, we
believe, is good for philately, 100.”

The list, when made available, will be
published in TPN.

New plate numbers found
on 18¢ Monument strips

The 18¢ Washington Monument pre-
cancel has been found with plate num-
bers 43444 on dull gum, according to
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz.

The paper looks like Type 1, but be-
cause it is a gravure paper, that lerm
does not apply.

o - ® As iha acme of their research and davaiopment, Lighthcuse are now in
. > a ition to-affer collectors of tagged and untagged (precancaled)
2l RIP format PNCs:

(n) ';g'ém'""i"' fully illustrated hingalaas sats of pagss with double-seam mounts that will hoid — whatever you have or prefer — either P8 3orPS 5
3

(b) individuat spaces for the usual »coilectable= gap and/or mat positions;
(¢) and on top of all that, extra long P$ 7+ spacas and mounts to sven accomodats 3L and 2R gaps.

There are two sets of pa%as for the whole range of PNC strips, viz:
53 PNC /1 SF: oft COTTRELL press, with =Joint Line«, reguiars overall tagged,

1881—1985
S3PNC/2 SF: B, C/D & ANDRECTTI PNCs, w/o. joint line, regulars biock tagged,

1831 to date.

Additionally, there are sets of pages as wall far PNC SINGLES, again both tagged and uniagged. These can, moreovar, also be had as =regular peges
{without mounts}= and, of course, as »SF-Hingelsss pages (with mounts)« 1. e.

53CS/10r 53 C8/1 SF: off COTTRELL press, with »Joint Ling«, reg. overall tagged, 1981—1885

53 CS/2 0r 53 CS8/2 SF: off other presses, w/o. Joint Line, reg. block tagged, 1981 to data.

Criginaily, these pages were meant for USED singles. But, obviously, there 3eem to be quits a number of collectors, 100, who save PNC MINT singles
(see STAMP COLLECTOR of 11/28/87, page 20, »Modern Stamp CoHactinge).

The alorementioned sets of pages are suilably inserted in either a
DP-53: Lighthouse PERFECT  2-post turn-bar Binder with sUSA= on spine, or
DE-red: Lighthouse EXCELLENT 13-ring Binder (w/c. name of country on spine).
KA-red: matching Slip Case  lor either one of the aforementioned binders.
1t is 3 matter of personai preference whether 10 choose a PERFECT or an EXCELLENT binder. In view of tha lengths of particularly the PS 7 spaces

and mounts, tha editors fesd inclined to recommend the DE-rad bintder for itams 53 PNC/1 & 2 5F, since the pages usuatly get bent less when being
turned over.

ts: PARTS 2 of the STRIP and SINGLE format albums wil} be up-gated by annual supplements (or poasibly only every other year
depanding on the number of new PNC issues during any one year).

Summary Period Ne. of Ragular Pages SF-Hingetess Pages
Pages without maunts with maunts

PNC PS 3/PS 5/P8 7 (Regulans & Precancels)
Part 1: COTTHELL press/joint line/ reg. overall tagged 1981/85 82 - -— | B3PNC/1SF US$ 15800
Part 2: Other presses/no joint lina/reg. biock tagged fraom 1981 32 - -==~ | SAPNC/25F US§ 8200
PNC Singles (Reguiars & "manelh)
Part 1: COTTRELL press/joint line/ req. overall tagged 1981/85%5 13 83CsSN USS$1850 | S3CS/1SF  USS 3650
Part 2: Othar presses/no joint line/reg. block tagged from 1981 14 §1Cs/2 USS519.50 | S3CS/28F  USS 38.00
PERFECT 2-post tum-bar Binder with ~USA« on spine DP-53 USs 51.00
EXCELLENT 13-ring Binder (without name of couniry on sping) DE-red USs 52.00
SLIP CASE KA-red USS 24.00

Pleasa piace your order with your favorite dealer or siss contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS, INC., P. ©. Box 705, Hackensack, NJ 07602-0705.

Canadian residents will requaest Canadian-Dollar-Prices from their Canadian dealer or contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS ({CAN.) LTD.,
210 Victoria Ave., Montreal, P. Q. H3Z 2M4, Canada.
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Plate Number Coil Collectors Club membership climbs

Tom Macder, a member of the Plate Number Coil Study Uroup, has agreed to
sarve as editor of Coil Ling, the joumnal of PNC.

Plans are to have a 4- to 5-page newslatter.

PNC. has listed the following dealers as affering special discounts to members:

Al Gibulskas, Ed Densan, Steve Esrati, Red Raider Stamp Co. and Lee Warrs-

b

The following collectors have been admitied 1o mombership since the report in
TPN (May 1988). An ssterizk indicates that the collector is also s member of the

PNC Stady Group.

David Agrodnla, Bertin, NH

The Rev, Noal Ahreas, Mlddlstown, CT

Michael Albert, Escanaba, MI

Henry A. Albrecht, Kimburst N7

Albert M. Alson, Coconut Creek, FL

Brisce Alvas, Twain Harte, CA

Larry A. Anderson, Longview, TX

. Albce Archie, Wauwatam, WI

F. M. Arndt, Bellingham, WA

Paut W. Arnold, Clearwater, FL

Charies W. Ashweil, Carbondnls, 3L

Louls Bartiiotta, Elk Grovs, 1L,

Louis F. Bauer, Plant City, FL

Richard L. Beecher, Lus Anpeles

Thomas Reschorner, Washington

Larry Bigew, Cheeklowaga, NY

Edward L Bizub, Clark, NJ

Tryg vt Blomn, Spofford, NH

Dr. Paul Bongiovanni, Fall River, MA

Lioyd Booth, Oid Saybrook, CT

J.B. Braman, Barsiow, CA

Harold Brown, Bowling Gresn, OH

Paul E Brumley, Ft Devens, MA

SDennis 1. Chamberiain, Davis, CA

JeIT R. Channell, Vacavlile, CA

Thaodars A, Chylack, Conshobocken, PA

Dennls N. Clpalia, Columbus, OH

*Gerald H. Clark, Midvale, UT

Jullus G. Clark, Jr., Lexington, KY

James 8. Cline, Los Anptisa

Phillp Cole, Traverse City, M1

John H. Conkle, Seattis

Vakry Countryman, St. Louis

Josaph Coventy, Orchard Park, NY

Ray W. Cay, SL Louts

Arthur Dumnm, Philadelphin

Stephen K. Dawson, Terre Hauta, IN

Ed Denson, Alderpoint, CA

Marguarite J. Doney, Allandale, NJ

Wandell Doney, Lanslnz, MIE

The Rev. Marian Douglas, OFM,
Ml

Escanaba,
Bob Dumalne, Houston
Robert C. EMinger, Jr., Inchsonville, AL
Earl Ellot, Palm Coast, FL
Kugens R. Ernxt, Houston
‘Walter P. Esparta, Aruss, CA
*Glenn A. Estus, Westpart, NY
Kenneth , Fedoruk, Southington, CT
Igmaz Ferber, MLD,, Cranbury, NJ
Juhe E. Foxworth, Jr., Wast Dloomileid,
M

John Frankowski, Militown, NJ
Samuel F. Furlew, Junction Cliy, OR
Joho Galvagul, Myrtie Baach, 5C

Robart B, Geary, 5L Louls
Harold R G|, Nashus, ¥NH

Sheldon Gittleson, N. Miami Baach, FL
Judge Laonard Goldetein, Santa Aua, CA
Sam Golman, St. Louls

Jaffrey M. Gordon, Chicago

Robert F. Gray, Univerm] City, TX
James F. Griffin, Napies, TX

1ea Griffin, Littis Rock, AR
Albert Guenzbur per, Bedford, MA
Joseph Aansen, Fredericksburg, TX
Jamss Hartford, Jr, Athens, GA
Howard Helfant, Baldwin, NY
Darid B. Hendricks, Jr., Dallss

Iver Hodeah, Phoenix, AZ

Dr. Willlam J. Hos, Honolulu
‘Warne Hoffnan, Dallas

Witltsm W. Hoffman, Boulder
James M. Hogar, Bateria, 1L
Robert Horan, Unlon Beach, NJ

F. F. Hauseholder, Bowling Green, OH
‘Wikltarn W, Hownrd, DMD, Porlland, OR
Robart F. Howelly, Salem, OR

Pat Insley, Baitimors

Erad Irvin, Centarville, VA
‘Williarn F. James, Fullerton, CA
John M. Jamrozy, Brookfield, IL
‘William C. Jenkins, Hixson, TN
Mac] ohnson, Tucson, AZ

Pam Johason, Katy, TX

George L. Kelley, Guarneville, CA
Conirad Keydal, Detroht

Ewgens Kiehimeler, Evie, PA

Ralph King, Meridm, CT

Bernard Klieger, New York

Jot B, Xnight, Mew Bern, NC

Dick Koenlg, Tucsan, AZ

Jerry Koupp, West Duz Malnes, 1A
Witliam LaSalle, Clayton, KS
Rikhard J. Latham, Sxn Francico
Alan R. Lavendier New Bedford, MA
*Xen Lawrence, Jackson, MS
Lecnard W, Leads, Atlunts

Jumnn Lenz, Sterling Heights, M1
Sidney B. Lewls, Jr., Corvallls, OR
Thotnas A. Liperl, Corons, CA
Richard F. Little, Fort Worth, TX
Faut K, Lukens, Talt, CA

*Tom Mueder, San Pedro, CA

PFaul A. Marks, Hauppage, NY
Patricia X. Marshall, Forl Lat, NJ
Dave Martin, Grasnsboro, NC
Kenneth Paul Mardn, State Collegs, PA

PNC3

Although my interssts in constant plate va-
rieties are mainly as a reporter/collector/
trader, I maintain a comprehensive stcock of
standard PNC strips and number-on-top mis-
cuts. Free lists are availble on reguest.

A.S. Cibulskas
28 Westwood Rd.
Stamford, Conn. 06902
= (203) 359-9918

PNC Study Group

Richard K. Maity, Kensingten, MD

John G. Matthews, Valuncia, CA

Anthony 1. Maves, Ames, A

Johm G. McBrida, Cambridpe, Ontarie

Richard McBride, Glendale, CA

Steven L. MeCollum, Bosnvilie, MO

Bl McMurray, Wastarly, RI

Howard Madiock, Jr., Lubbock, TX

Jim Mevardm, Whitafiah Bay, W1

Dana A, Miédlston, Burtonsville, MD

Albert J. Mikuola, Cumberiand, RI

Stunrt J. Morrissey, Siiney, OH

John . Mottram, Pert Charlotts, FL.

Norm Neary, San Franciso

Alsn A, Nicksl, Seaford, N¥

Jamgs R Nolan, Sinclair, WY

Frank J. Norulak, Torrance, CA

Robert ). Nevak, Edison, NJ

Thomas J. Q' Hagun, Sliver Spring, MD

A. C. O"Laary, Inglewsod, CA

K. L. Oimsted, Lincoln, NE

Pedro R. Qrtegon, MLD,, Bedford, IN

Peter J. Ostralcher, Santo Dominge,
Dominican Republic

Frederick W, Parsons, Chambetshurg,
m

Ronald L. Peloquin, Elk Grove, CA

James R, Perry, BasumontTX

Dabbie i. Pexalile, Binmingham, AL

E Davld Pratt, i1, Sioux, City, LA

Dr. Robart Rabinowitr, Stamford, CT

Jon C. Ragland, Aurora, CO

Richard W. Raney, Jr,, Elm Grove, W1

Bobby Reecs, Jr., 5t Louls

Floyd W, Rebling, Santa Monics, CA

George L. Richards, 11, Duxbury, MA,

Pater C Rider, Port Jelfarson Statlon,

NY
Pasquale J. Rinaldl, Waterbury, CT

Jamas Sadler, Catgary, Albarta

Richard W. Sandford, Gahanna, OH

Laouls §chenleld, MD, Johnstown, PA

Carolynn Schnsider, Greenshoen, NC

*Wolfgang Schin, Aumihle, German
Fedarat e

Dr. Ken Schooimaester, Graensboro, NC

Richard C. Schulman, Smithiown, NY

Robert L. Schwab, Gresadaie, W]

Phlllp Seldman, Someset, NL

Gierald Shannon, West Allls, W1

Frank Shively, M.D., Dayton, OH

Stephen Slclerman, Winter Huven, FL

K. C. Simonton, Shreveport, LA

Robert Soccorsl, Boardman, OH

Ernest §L Laurent, Manafield, MA

Joba §. Stephenson, Gloucestar Point,
VA

Raymand A. Stummer, N. Syraacuse, NY

John ML Sweeney, Nrw York

Charies Teschermrher, Buffslo

Lawrence C. Thibodeau, Beil Alr, MD

Newell Thompmn, Willlamsport, PA

Alan H. Thomson, Northwaod, NH

Stere THiet, Daylon, OH

Michae! Tliey, Canfleld, OH

Harvey J. Tourangesu, Norwall, MA

John Tubbs, Keene, TX

Petar C. Tukker, Douglagville, GA

Dolph Ulrich, Otierbein, IN

Dinc Vardawas, Warren, OH

David C. Weber, Kalluah, HI

Miks Wenkel, Columbla, MD

Gaylord C. White, Grand Raplds, MI

Mona E. White, Ploneer, CA

Eugene X. Whiteman, Lynnwood, WA

Harry C. Whithock, Novalo, CA

Edward M. Wiggar, I, Mechanicsburg,
B

Burton Robbins, Centsrville, MA Dannis M. Wiilams, Canton, OH
Kenn Roman, Phoenix AZ Reld J. Woodrufl, Virginis Beach, VA
Alsn G. Rossoberg, Syracuse, NY Peter E. Wurzhach, Daliss
Wada Sapdl, New York Kenwood A. Youmane, Gustavus, AK
~ B
SUPER SPECIALS
Scott# Description  Plate# Plale PS2 PS/3 PSs
Singie LP(2)
1906a PCFine A3 M 250 275 00 350
B3, B4 1900 1950 2000 25.00
B5,B6 850 875 9.00 950
Combination BAS 5300 5950 €000
Combination BAE 5800 5950 €0.00
C1,C2 650 675 700 750
YF C3,C4 - — 1200 1250
1907 1BcSumey 7 1650 17.00 17250 18.00
256,88,
200 225 275 325
13,14,15,165,
s 400 425 450 500
1908  20c Pumper 15,16 300 325 35 400
2136  25cBread 1,234 225 250 275 3.5
21483 PC 18cdry
gEum. nofag 33333 425 45 475 5%
n - 1111,1222,
225 25 275 335
NEW  10.15PC 2 150 165 175 200
NEW  15¢c Tugboat 1 160 175 200 235
NEW  16.7¢ Popcom
Wagon 1 1.7 1.85 215 250

 you i XE. plomse i 35%
require XF, please
Satmnﬁun guaranieed — Postpaidl!

{Be sura to request your copy of my free LS. Pricalist #8)
Craig Selig (APS, ASDA)
Box 117725-P, Fort Wayne, IN 46850

N Tel. (219) 749-4035
Visa & Mastercard Accaptad,
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PNC price list Number 11—25% Off

Pricas good until a new list is issued. Most prices are the same as in my List #10.
TPN Special: 25% off on orders over $100 if you mention this ad.
15% off on ordars ovar $50. PNC3 mambars: Daduct 5% more.

Ohlo rasidents plaasse add 7% salas tax.

Tagged stamps
Listad according to PNC Catalog numbers. Many
strips of & are available at 10% premium. Superb cop-
ies also available at 25% premium over XF. No-
quibble return policy without time limit.
=" Fals Nows P313

PS/!5

YFIXF VF! XF

1T16C 14 Omritus 50/.7 BOLTS
1TIB 1 B Fress J5/.90 A511.00
2 =10 Locamotive 75/.95 A5/1.05
amne 1] B Frem B51.05 85/1.15
me-2 -2 Handca 80/115 1.2511.5%0
T H Handcar 1.55/190 1.75/210
T8 1 Conasog 115/1.35 125/1.50
34112 2 School Bus 1.85/2.00 1851225
MGz 12 Staqecoach 150225 200/2.50
M 4 Stagacoach 1.6071.90 1.75/210
a958 56 Staqecoach 1.80/270 200/3.00
a8 1 B Press 22B/27 250/300
49734 M Buckoard 140/ 1.65 1.55/1.85
sHe2 1-2 Matreycia 165/ 200 185/225
5134 34 Mooyl 2007240 220/ 265
5T18 1 Mk Wagon 185/200 1.85/225
sama 2 Sleigh 1200/15.00 18.00 /2250
5.213,5 3.5 Sleigh N000/= 100.06/12500
5571 1 Star Truek 1.60/1.80 1.75/210
5.9TS4 34 Bicyce 130071625 16.25/17.2%
BT 1 Teicyde 1667200 1.85/22%
FALL 1 Tracor 225/2M 250/300
7472 2 Baby Buggy 10.75/13.00 12.00/14.50
B3TI2 12 " Ambulance 25120 250/3.00
B5T1 1 Tow Truck 2857335 3157375
8.3T1-2 12 Mail Wagon WIS - 150041800
QI3Ti4 4 Mail Wagon 2.00/1.25 H4.25(30.35
21755 56 Mail Wagon 250.007 300,00 Z75.00/ —
1074 1 Canal Boar 1667200 1.85/225
10T 1 Ol Wanon 1.8572.00 185/2.25
1048712 12 Cab 18,00/ 22.00 N.26/31.50
1T 1 Cabooss 5507675 6.25/7.50
17140 14 Stulz Bearcat 2007240 2207265
NG 12 Steamer 2857335 3157375
12501 1 Pusheart 3.057 4.00 3.75/4.50
1414 14 caboat 1007225 200/850
14728 2 B Prass. 2257285 250/3.15
15T1 1 Tughoat 2257285 2507315
1Mms5 1-5 Sectic Aun 4007478 4.50/550
176 § Blectric Auto 20,00/ 25.00 A.75/2058
1777 7 Bactrie Auo 8.0077.50 750/875
17T2R 2 Dog Sled 3607405 £.00/4.50
17.5T1 1 Racar 4507540 500/6.00

Cat 3 Plale Nolee PS!3 /s
VF i XF YFIXF
1871 1 Surey 9000/ = 100.00/ —
1672, 8 28 Surrey 4257500 4.70/565
18734 ] Suttey 45,00/ 56,25 50.00/62%
16756 56 Suvey 457500 4707585
1617 ? Sumey W15/ .75 NSITH
16Te-10 80 Suray 4257500 4707568
16711418 LET ] Sumey RIS/ 745 BB5/325
20T 1 Fire Pumper 8000/ = 200.00 1 —
27345 345 Fies Pumpwr 4.00 7 5.00 5007825
20781516  A,1518  Fre Purmper 4257508 50076.00
20774 ke ) Fiea Pumpat 90.00 11250 500711878
2079 10 Fire Sumosr 4007500 500828
2711 1 Fire Pumper £200/52.50 41.00/51.75
2T13 173 Fire: Pumper 4007500 5007628
2T1214 1214 Fire Pumper — I 45,00 37.00/48.25
F- 1B 1§ Browd Trugk 4507540 B00/7.50
18K 1 Fag 1B5.00/ 205,00
18F2 2 Fag AN/A5 22.50/312%
18F4 4 Rag 10.00/12.00 10.50/12.7%
18F5 5 Ry 6751825 7.5019.00
18F7 ? Raq 26.00/30.00
20F1-14 13vaues  Fag 190.00 / 225.00
SF 1 Fiag 11251350 a7.50 1 —
62,3 23 Raq 7.50/9.00 1.25/13.50
20F4 4 Flag —157.50
2F5, 14 514 Rag 825175 7.50/3.00
20F6 [] Ay —=/70.00 —{135.00
20F8 4 Pag 1000/12.50 20,00/ =
209,10 10 Flag 500/8.25 750/8.00
20F12,13 12413 g 5.00/625 7.5078.00
2F11 # Ra 1.50/— 15,00/ 18.00
22F1.8 1.6 Pag H.00/— 1250/ —
AsPates 2, 4,5, 8, 10, 12,15, 16
20FA A R 450/5.40 S00/5.00
2R E] Ry 20.00/25.00 45.00 7 55.00
EePatos 7,11, 13, 14, 17, 18,19, 20, 21, 22, Test
28 8 Rag 540/8.30 6.00/7.00
&F13 13 Rag 4.50/5.40 5.00/600
2 1 DEagle 6.00/8.00 7.50/9.00
20 2 D Eagla 4,50/ 540 £,00/6.00
ZEN {181} EEath 4.05/495% 4.50/550
2ZE1M 1211 EEath 405/495 4501550
2E122 122 EExth 4,05/4.95 4.50/5.50
2Ex22 E Earifi 4051495 4.50/550
20012 12 Consumer S000760.00  210.00/ 260,00
20034 H Consamer 45.001%.2% 125.00/ —
15Mm1 1412 Monumant 3185/435 405/4.85
193 A Monumant 10/2.75 345/415
2.0 11111 Lettas 425/495 470/5.50
faaz 11121 Lty 4507540 5.00/8.00
2001 1 Otficlal 250/2.00 BR.50/75.00
201 1 Official —iNns 6250/ 75.00

Constant plate varieties

I may hava been the first dealer specializing in con-
stant plate varieties. As such, | have built up a large
stock of them, including many that are illustrated in
the catalog.

Spaca does not parmit a detailed listing.

It you are interested, please inquire by dropping me
a SASE and asking for my varisties list.

Stephen G. Esrati

P.O. Box 20130 )
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

PNC3 (216) 561-9393  Aps, BIA

FDC New Issue Service
| carry House of Famam PNC FDCs as wall ag ArtCraft ang Art-
master. They cost §5 each and are available on subscription
agains! a $25 deposit. (Back issues availabla, send SASE for list)

Michel catalogs

All Michel catalogs are available at my usual 5% off for pur-
chases over $25; 5% more off 1o PNC3. Austria Specialized,
$23.50; Switzerland / Liechtenstein Specialized, $23.50;
Groal Britain Specialized, $37.50; Garmany Specialized,
$49.50; Scandinavia Catalog, $24.50 (Add 7% tax in Ohio)

(The 1988 Michel-USA Speclalized Catalog is sold out. |
am taking reservations for the 1989, due in April.)
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PNC price list Number 11—25% Off

cxs Plate
Precancels |aws .
. . SIMP.® 45
| have many precancels in strips Eg.:: ::
of 3 and &. Threes ara 90% ol ASTL® 12
ihese pricas; for sixes, add 10%. :m :_:
An astarisk means | am buying &t 2P 12
half my price. [Ala !
Caa Y s PS/% AALS 2
VEIXF TATIP L]
JATIR® 1,2 G iR 2507200 ﬁ;:‘gg: :.:
ATIP,P 1,2 NO Gag’ 250/2.00 priieey 2
aTIP, 4P 14 Gap il 7.50/9.00 e 1
e 14 N Gap* 7567900 i e
4P ® 3.4 Gap2l 2507300 i 9
4TSP, &P 58 Gap 1L 250/5.00 ane i
e 56 G2l 2507500 ppidem 12
ashzp 12 G 19 2507500 ppiis :
45T,2P 1.2 NO(2R) 250/3.00 1T12p 2
45T, 4P 34 Gep il 185/22% um; 2
ST 3 G2t 1461225 i
45T, 4P L4 NO Gap ALSI075 pitap H
Ghap  5e LN Gy’ £00/600 eiTer .
4975, 6P (4] MO (2R 500800 byt <
4975, 6P 58 Gap 1R 875/1050 BATSGP 58
a5 EP 56 NG 1300/ 15.00 pyicecd 44
49TS6F 58 Gap2l B75/1050 pyites ;

A word about condition

On Cottrell issues, VF means that the joint line is more than 50% inside the per-
foraicns and that the up-down centering is good, with the numbers clear. XF
means the joint line is entirety insida the perforations. Supert has the jaint line con-
tared inside tha perforations. For Superb, please add 25% ta XF price.

On non-Cottrell issuss, VF means that the stamp with the plate number has
good centering in all directions, with clearanca all around. XF means that the design
is almost perfectly centered in all directions. Supert: (which is difficult to find) is per-

fectly cantered in ali directions. For Suparb, please add 25%
to the XF price.

Your discounts are based on what you order. if { am out of
stock, you still get the discount to which you are entitied by the
size of your order. You do nat lose discounts if you return ma-
terial for any raason. My palicy is "no quibbling.” Anything may
be returned. You nead nat explain.

One more word about condition: Some colleclers prefer
stamps such as the Flag issues to be centered from the top of
the design to the bottom of the plate number; athers do not in-
clude the plate number and judge solely by the cantering of
the design. Pleasa specify if you are among the fatter group.

Money savers

| have many strips in stock that are Fine. The joint lina (if
any} touches the perfs. The numbers are clear. These are
available at a discount of 25% from VF. In some cases, | also
have copies that are Poor. In these the joint line missas the
perts. They're 50% off VF. Please ask.

Wrapper labels

{ have again obtained soma wrapper labels. The selection is
far from complete. I try to fill your orders. Please send David
E. Barrie-Lavergne's Type Key (his address is in adiets) with
your needs shown. I'l send you what | have at prices from 10
o 25 cants per label. (A few rare labels may cosl &s much as
50 cents.) | will alsa be glad to receive your duplicates.

Mol PFS!5 Cay Paw Noms PSS
VF I SF VFiXF
NC 10.00 /1250 101THR 1 NO 2154175
NO 1250 1500 10T 2 LN 3457075
a 125071500 10.4TIFR H g 3.15/430
NO 125071500 1057T1:2P 1-2 LN F- R sl o
s 18512258 1T18P 1 ND 1751450
NOGap 15.00 7 18,06 1211-2CP -2 NO 3157078
LN 9.0/ 11250 12M-20P -2 LN 2157375
NC 2201265 12T1BP 1 BNO 4007500
- 250/2.00 125T1-2P 1-2 NO 1751450
NO 315/275 13.2TP 1 - 175148
e 25/3.00 16.7T1P \ - 4254530
Cott /1N 2%71.00 Precancal Styie A
i 257300 1773-4Fa - NO, 2 1L 550700
a 250/3.00 17T H LN 50.00/80.00
BrNO 250/3.00 17T5F 5 HO 530/700
L3 E00/8.00 17T56P3 5t 1L 525/750
NO [2A) 25,00 / 40.00 17T4EPa L a 825/75%
- FALTAN ] Precantel Siyls B
- 115/0.75 17T 34 NO 37.80/ 4500
N 2507100 17TE-4P 28 LN 125071500
- 43,75 /52.50 17156 55 L 1250/ 15.00
N 187572250 Pracancel Syle C
NO .25 73750 17N 2P -2 LN 1500/ 18.00
1R 2.00=— 17T-4Pc 4 L) 4751050
a 2000/ 25.00 17T3-4Fc 4 LN 11.25712.50
N WS 280 1775 2P 57 NO 25.00/30.00
N 5.0016.00 1778 TRe 57 4LPS/9) 21501 30.00
a 500/ 6.00 Pracancat Styls AB, in PS / 10 strige
a 115007 +45.00 1775,7Pst ? ] 1A75/ 2%
Precancel Style BA, in P/ 1
17T34Poa 34 4R 50,90/ —
175TIP 1 bt 5007600
ane 1 - 5507650
NF14P 14 RO 7507935
18MIP 121 b 500/6.00
(L1l 31133 - 4051485
LU 43444 - £50/8.15
2.1LP 1nmnm - 4701550
FARTE "2 . 5.007—
* means tha ETip has no precandl tines and shows & service ind-
caton. Prices are for slrips of 5, but since thars 1/e 10 9208, many
ocllectort preter tham as exips ol 3. Daduct 10% 1 siips o121t
you pHaiel them hat way.

Lighthouse albums

I carry a full line of Lighthousef

PNC <{(and all other) albums.

B33, PS5, P87

Cottrell issues to 1985 $158.00
Other preases from 1381 82.00
Singles

Cottrell issues to 1885 $36.50
Other presses from 1981 39.00
Binders

Perfect (2 post) §51.00
Excellent (13 ring) 52.00
Slip case 24.00

My usual discount of 10% applies to
purchases over $100, 5% more coff to
members of PNC?. (In Ohio add 7%.)

Stephen G. Esratl
P.0. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130
= (216) 561-9393
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Details added on third Pumper 12-14 find

I wish to correct one item in the July TPN.
T've seen two write-ups on the 12-14 Pumper
and will now teil the "rest of the story.”

Kim Cuniberti did not find the third batch; I
did

I was in Maine for my daughter’s gradua-
tion on May 16. On Friday, the 14th, I visited
the Portland philatelic window 1o pick up mis-
cellaneous coils. -

I then picked up 200 (12-14) 20¢ stamps
along with other material. Later that after-
noon, I called Cunibenti, with whom I have
become friendly, and offered to pick up a roll
or so for him. :

I returned to Portland on Monday and found
that Portland had received what I guessed 10
be 40 rolls. At that time, I sorted out the bener
grade of the 12-14s, Over the next two weeks
I went to Portland and pulled out 30 rolls.
Somewhere during my dealings, eight rolls
disappeared, the poorly centered ones.

Anyway, that's the story. To me it was twe-
mendously exciting and T will forever be
greatly thankful to Cuniberd for letting me be
apantofit

In my excitement, I told him at once where
the stamps were. My confidence in him was
fulfilled as he offered me a chance 10 become
involved. Some aother PNC people would have
gone to Portland and cut me cut.

I enclose my renewal for TPN. There is no
way [ would let this subscription run out. I
would let Lina's go (and that won't happen)
before TPN. A temific publication! '

Don Eastman
Berdin, N.H.

Hooray, Lighthouss!
The Lighthouse albums are everything you
said ihey would be. They are great!
Louis A. Schenfeld, M.D.
Johnstown, Pa.

More on the ‘Parrot’

Having now obtained examples of the
“Waving W" as well as the “Perched Parrot™
on the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon the following may be
concluded.

The “Waving W™ is an early version of the
“Perched Parrov™ The latter is noticeably
thicker and extends lower at the bottom. It
alone has the extension at & 90-degree angle
from the top to the right (forming the “beak™).

A.S, Cibulskas
Samford, Conn.

in reply: As more PNC plate flaws are stud-
ied, the phenomenon of early and later ver-
sions is becoming more frequent.

Other notable examples are the precursor of
the “Sitting Duck™ on the 11¢ Caboose and
the consiant extension of the “Buggy Whip"
on Plate 4 of the 4.9¢ Buckboard.

For the record, the “Buggy Whip™ progres-
sion is as follows:

Tagged (shon); No Gap; Gap 2L; tagged
{tong); Line Gap; Gap 1L

By the printing of Gap 1L, the *“Whip” had
reached past the bottom of the 0" in *Buck-

What readers sa

board” and a second, lighter crack had started
to its right which reached into the foot of the

“a

Chilly apology
I recendy re-sxamined the 4¢ Stagecoach
“Quotation Marks" strips in my collection un-
der better magnification. The example I origi-
nally thought did not have any chill-roller
doubling does indeed show very slight dou-
bling eifects not plainly visible on cursory ex-
My sincere apologies 1o Dr. Howard Winer
and the readers of TPN. And for me, 50 lashes
with a long strip of coil scrap.
Thomas Beschomer
Washington, D.C.

Used singles too messy

Originally, I intended to save used singles as
well as mint PNC strips. They wete listed in
the catalog and I wanted to find out through
actual practice how that would work.

I assembled a few used zingles here and
there and mounted them in our Lighthouse
CS/1 and C5/2 SF hingelesa pages.

It is tronble to obtain them. They look dirty,
and the Flags and most precancels carry the
ugly wavy-line obliterations. The whole thing
is nothing but a horrible sight!

Then I read Ronald J. DeHaas' column in
Stamp Collector for Nov. 28, 1987, where he
said:

“But I predict that someday, after the cur-
rent rush of activity into this area, the price of
nice singles (mint or used) will approach that
of multiples.”

Along came TPN for March 1988 with the
guide to PNC epecislist dealers, among them
Al Haake, D1. Robert Rabinowitz and Lee
Warzala as dealers in mint singles. So I or-
dered a lot of the latter from Warzala and got
astonishingly prompt and most satisfactory
service al what I believe to be reasonable pric-
e

I now have a pretty extensive collection of
mint singles and am quite proad of it,

So, to answer the question: "Should the cat-
alog price mint singles?” My answer is: Defi-
nitelyl I for one am sold on them,

Coil pairs are a thing of the past; they are
gomething [ won't be interested in at all in the
future, whether mint or oged.

Cottrell PNCs did, in many cases, require
strips longer than PS/3. But, ax far as subse-
quent coils are concerned, I plead for strips of
three only. To me, strips of five just do not
make any sense whatever,

Woifgang Schin
Aurniihle, West Germany

Editor's note: Schén, a member of PNC3,
and the PNC Study Group is responsible for
the Lighthouse PNC alburas.

Mounting used precancels
I have had a great deal of fun collecting

PNC used singles. While time consuming, it
gives pleasure and satisfaction at minimum
cost. So many of these singles are truly scarce.
Their value will only rise as years go by, so
one feels he ix not exactly wasting his time,
either.

My biggest problem was how to deal with
precancels.

Any dummy can stick a mint single in his
album and precancels don't generally come
with a circular date stamp (CDS). So what to
do?

My solution has been 1o cut precanceled
stamps from envelopes, leaving a quarter-inch
margin. Below the stamp, I mount the agency,
company or charity it came from, also by
cuntipg it from the envelope.

Examptle: a 12.5¢ Pushcan #2 on bright yel-
low envelope stock from the New England
Home for Little Wandzrers. I cut out both and
mounted the stamp and the refurn address. It
makes a preaty picce of modem postal history.

My main source is the dumpster in back of
the post office. They wonder what a respected
professional persen is doing cut there crawi-
ing about in the trash, but that’s philaiely for
you!

I see that Ken Lawrence is looking for entire
covers, and [ do save the entire envelope if it
is a duplicate.

George L. Richards I
Duxbury, Mass.

Varlaty checklist
If I could make a suggestion, in fumre edi-
tions of the PNC catalog, would it be possible
to add a one- or two-page varieties checklist?
It would be a help 1o have a centralized listing
(no illustrations) as well as the illustrated val-
ne-by-value listing.
Scott Adams
Mechanicsville, N.Y.
In reply: A very good idea! Look for it next
year.

Catalog singles, sic,, plaase
I collect mint tagged and mint precanceled

singles, pairs, PS/3, PS/4 and PS/5 of plate
numbered coils. ] also collect used singles and
pairs of tagged and precanceled PNCs, I
would like to see all above categories priced
in the catalog.

E.X. Whileman

Lynnwood, Wash.

‘Erie biue’ from Plate 2
The Aug. 31-Sept. 1 Jacques Schiif Auc-
tion includes a strip of 10 of the 22¢ Flag
“Erie blus” variety with plate number 2. This
is not listed in the Plate Number Coil Catalog
and should be included in the next issue. The
catalog lists only Plate 4,
This strip was consigned by me and is one
of only two that I found.
Ed Bizub
Clark, N.J.
In reply: Blue yes, “Erie blue” nol Unless it
also was found in Erie, Pa., like Gene Kiehl-
meier's find of Plate 4,



Offset Officials show
25-stamp distance
between varieties

By Stephen G. Esrati

New official stamps, which do not
have plate numbers, are printed entirely
by offset lithography.

David B. Hendricks Jr. bought a roll of
the “E” letter-rate stamp and started ex-
amining the stamps. He found a variety
xnd reported it to TPN's A. S, Cibulskas.

Cibulskas, of course, was unconcerned.
He is interested in varieties on plate
number coils. These have no numbers.

But Hendricks whetted Cibulskas* curi-
osity by reporting that the variety repeat-
ed at intervals of 25,

Cibulskas sought proof, and Hendricks
sent a very long strip. The repetition was
perfect. The variety was constant. And
the gap was 25,

I asked to see the stamps. I found sev-
eral other tiny marks, a blue dot here, a
scratch there. Then | started counting to
25, and found the identical marks again,

All stamps printed by offset show
many platable varieties. Some come
from the film negative used to make the
plate. Others show up because they were
introduced in making the plate. Ye: a
third group may sometimes be found that
stem from the rubber blanket used 1o
transfer the image from plate to paper,

It is cheaper to produce stamps by off-
sel. USPS has shurmed offset somewhat
because the photographic technique used
to print the stamps can be easily dupli-
cated by a forger. But an officials, this
was probably not an issue.

The new 25¢ Honzybee will be printed
by & combination of intaglio and offset.
Both processes include a black plate,
This mesns we may see an interval of 25
on some black {offset-printed) vericties.

r========19

1 QOops!

I The 800 telephone number |

§ given on Page x of the PNC |

I Catalog for M&M/!
Southwest is lacking a digit.

I The correct number is:

! 1-800-553.3351 |

-----—--J
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PNC3 holds 1st meeting
at STaMpsHOW in Detroit

The first meeting of the Plate Number
Coil Collectors Club (PNC3) convened
just after the PNC portion of the Ivy
Auction at STaMpsHOW 88 in Detroit.

Acting President Gene Trinks wel-
comed the 40 or s0 persons in the room
and said the meeting had been scheduled
as a tack-on to Ken Lawrence's seminar
about PNCs because PNC? was not yet
an APS affiliate and was unable 1o ob-
tain & meeting place on its own.

Dennis Chamberlain, the pioneer d=al-
er in PNCs, made his first appearance at
& national meeting of PNC collectors.
Earlier meetings had been at AMERIP-
EX in 1986 and at STaMpsHOW 87.
Chamberlain gave a brief talk on his ear-
ly experiences, when he sold sirips of
18¢ Flags from Plates 1 and 2 for $2.

Trinks explained that there had been

some confusion about PNC? member-
ship. The charter reqnires that names of
applicants for membership be proposed
1o the members. In the last issue of Coil
Line, PNC?'s newsletter, this had been
omitted by mistake and as a result many
applicants were kept waiting before be-
ing informed of thair membership.

(A complete list of new members as of
Aug. 28 appears in this issue of TPN.)

Don Eastman was announced as the
newly elecied president of the club, Oth-
er new officers are George Kuhn, vice
president; Rob Washburn, tressurer, Eric
Russow, secretary. Kuhn was elected in
the only contest, having outpolled Dr.
Joseph Agris.

Elected directors were A, S. Cibulskas
and Michael Albert. Trinks, as immedi-
ate past president, is the third director.

Two PNC collections were in the open
competition at STaMpsHOW. Tim Lin-
demuth showed his 20¢ Flags, including
all the imperforates, color varieties and
all three first-day covers, He even had &
brick red and a slate blue copy on cover
in addition to many EFQs,

Ken Lawrence showed a study of the
usages of the official stamps, including
many PNCs on cover. Among the more
unusual items were covers franked with
single 1¢ or 4¢ stamps.

Lindemuth received a vermeil award;

Lawrence a silver bronze.

Frank Marrelli, & dealer, had a show
special as he did at CAPEX. This time
he had paired strips of the 21¢ Railroad
Mail Car with a series of scratches near
the top. Marrelli dubbed them *“railroad
tracks.” In the strip above, Marrelli
found a continuation of one line of the
scratches, and he termed it “continued
railroad tracks.” Both are at L.

Marrelli and Dr. Robert Rabinowitz
confirmed a report that Plate 2 of the 25¢
Yosemite Flag stamp was now available
in rolls of 100. Lawrence said a C Press
printing of 25¢ Flag stamps is likely
S00M.

Lawrence said he believed the 25¢
Honeybee 10 be the start of a new series
of insect definitives that would eventual-
ly replace the Transportation Series.

Both Gordon Morison, the assistant
postmasier general, and W.L. (Pete)
Davidson, the director of the Office of
Stamps, denied that any such series was
planned.

Lawrence predicted that the Honeybee,
which shows only the intaglio plate’s
number, would have many and constant
replacement of its offset plates,

Neither Cibuiskas nor Esrati had any
idea how one would describe plare flaws
on the offset plates which would tend to
move across the roll in relation o the
plate number because the offset plate re-
peats after every 25 stamps while the in-
taglio plate has an interval of 48.

Cibulskas spent much time at dealers’
tables looking for LOMs (see his variety
report in this issue) that he did not al-
ready have in his reference collection.

Lawrence said an article explaining the
origin of LOMs would be published as
soon as information is provided by BEP.

Seen at the table of Stewart Kusinitz
were Kurt and Joann Lenz. They were
looking for, among other things, No Gap
strips of the 17¢ Electric Auto from
Plates 5 and 6 in precancel Style B with
the numbers uncut at the bottom. They
were told that no such strips exist. All ei-
ther have cut numbers or numbers at the
top. The PNC catalog fajls to point this
Qut.
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PNC prices plummet at STaMpsHOW °88

Prices of PNCs fell steeply at the Steve
Ivy Auction held at STaMpsHOW 88 in
Detroit on Aug. 27.

A VF strip of three of 18F6, Plate 6 of
the 18¢ Flag, brought $1,100. A second
such strip brought $1,000. A “choice
VF" sirip of five went to a mail bidder
for $650 with no bids from the floor.
This strip appeared XF. A second strip of
five, termed “Fine-YF" but closer to
Fine, went to a floor bidder at 3525,

A VF strip of seven was sold 1o a floor
bidder for $500.

Two VF strips of F-VF of Plates 5 and
6 of the 10.9¢ Hansom Cab in strips of
five went for $140.

On the 20¢ Fire Pumper, 2 strip of six
of Plate 1, described as F-VF, brought
$65; an F-VF strip of three from Plaie 2
went for $55.

A VF strip of five of the rarest of the
Pumpers went to a mail bidder at 3350.

There was 1ot even a mail bid for a
strip of six of Plate 4 of the 20¢ Consu-
mer Education. It was sold for $50.

The following lists all results for indi-
vidual strips (an “M" means a mail bid-
der) in the Ivy suction, based on the cat-
alog’s description of condition:
Catx Stripof Condition Prics Nota

5 YF 3$150M hrperf
1AFsV 3 YP $120M Imperf
18F5V 7 VF, wrinkls $85 lmperf
v g fm % Inpexf
18F1 3 ¥F $130M
13F1 ) ve 3110
13F3 3 YrP 5130
1873 3 F-¥YF 335
1873 3 VP $350M
18P3 3 VF 3220
18F6 2 i $500M
18F6 3 VF 41,100M
13F6 3 VP 31,00aM
18F6 3 Choics VP S635CM
18P6 5 B-VF 3625
1366 7 VP 3700
18P6 1 VP $300 Uped, vio-

It cancnl

X4 5 VP S110M
93156 5 VYES3),

B VE(6) 3UOM
93136 § P-VF $140
$.3T4 5 b $100M
10.9T3.4P 3 VF 3375
109T3F § VP S160M
109T3F 6 XF $160M
109T3P & VF $110
1049T4F & VP $IZEM
109T4P 6 VF, ink marks $80
2T 6 F-VF 365
XT2 3 P-vE 335
xT12 3 F-VP $70M
2072 5 VF $350M
2072 3 Almesnt VE $300M
212 3 F-vp $275M
HTS 2 VF 3450 Busasr
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Stockbroker predicted

PNC price drop in '87

The decline in PNC prices was fore-
seen by Calvin V. Whitsel, a former
member of the PNC Study Group,
who is also a Chicago stockbroker
angd technical analyst.

Whitsel, who said nothing goes up
in price in a straight line, was particu-
larly concerned about Plate 6 of the
18¢ Flag, at a time when dealers were
offering $1,800. He made his predic-
tion shortly after the October 1987
decline in the stock market.
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