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Precancel sales legal;
a silent victory forTPN

By Stephen G. Esrati

The Plate Number has won a silent vic-
tory over the Postal Service.

The Postal Service has made the sale
of precancels legal. Both major stamp
weeklies did say that the ban on sales of
precancels came to the fore after a
squabble between a Wisconsin dealer
and the post office in 1987. That was the

Phosphored Yosemite
shows up at least two
days before ‘first day’

The Postal Service was to issue a 25¢
Flag over Yosemite stamp on phos-
phored paper at Yosemite, Calif., on Feb
14. But sales began eatlier.

There was no cecremony, but “first-day
cancels” were to be available. The Postal
Service extended the deadline for servic-
ing covers until April 135,

PNC collectors learned that Ed Denson
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sole recognition of TPN's article reveal-
ing that USPS had given Frank Marrelli,
a Kenosha, Wis., PNC dealer, & hard
time abont sale of precancels.

After its appearance as the main story
of the November 1987 edition of TPN,
much of the philatelic press poob-
poohed it.

An exception was Jim Magruder, edi-
tor and publisher of Stamp Collector,
who quoted a precancel writer as saying

that it was unlikely that USPS would
seek to enforce the ban, although Ma-
gruder agreed that sale of mint precan-
cels was, indeed, illegal. He said the
legal counsel of the American Stamp
Dealers' Association was working on
the matter and that his magazine would
continue o accept ads from dealers
wishing to sell mint precancels.

Please turn 1o Page 34

Care is still needed in buying
22¢ Flags, vault figures show

The fear that gripped the PNC commu-
nity after the re-release of Plates 12 and
14 of the 20¢ Firs Pumper was that simi-
lar “*surprises” might recur.

It could happen again with scarce num-
bers of the 22¢ Flag.

There can be no question that retail
prices on some PNCs have long been
distorted. That was why the 1986 Cata-
log of Plate Number Coils carried this
warning: “20¢ Fire Pomper stamps are
still available from USPS. Prices subject
to release of large stocks of stamps.”

The waming was slightly toned down
in the 1987 edition to say: “CAUTION:
20¢ Fire Pumper stamps were still on
sale from the Philatelic Sales Division
and many postal boutiques when this
catajog was being prepared for publica-
tion.”

In 1988, the warning was dropped. The
stamps were officially off sale. But there
was 2 note saying that 48 rolls of 3,000
of Plates 12 and 14 had turned up in In-
dianapolis in April. More were found af-
ter the catalog was published.

But even the Indianapolis find did not
dampen the tendency of some dealers 10

charge maximum prices. After the India-
napolis find, strips of 20T12 and 20T14
were being wholesaled for as much as
$25 for F-VF. Retail prices have since
dropped 1o $10 and less.

The Indianapolis incident spurred
Wayne Youngblood, a reporter for
Linn's, to request a complete account-
ing of stamp stocks held in the vaults of
USPS and the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing (BEP). Assistant Postmaster
General Gordon C. Morison promised
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Good news: No more 18¢ Flags in vaults

Continued from Page 19

that such a tabulation would be made
public. More than six months passed.
Then the List was issued Jan. &.

What transpired in the meantime, ap-
parently, was that there was some house-
cleaning. With the exception of stamps
being retained for use in what the Posial
Service calls mint sets, all stamps of
which there were fewer than 100,000
were destroyed.

[The so-called mint sets are topical sels
sold by USPS on such themes as wom-
<n, sporls, space, animals, etc.]

The only PNC coils remaining on hand

are the 3¢ Handcar, 11¢ Stutz Bearcat,
12¢ Stanley Steamer, 17¢ Dog Sled, 20¢
Fire Pumper and 22¢ Flag.

That should cause irnmediate concern
about the scarcer items in the last two
categorics.

As Contributing Editor Ken Lawrence
wrote in The Plate Number for July
1988: “Be on the lockout for rolls of 20¢
Fire Pumpers from Plates 1 and 2. They
could be next to turn wp.”

Lawrence pointed out that Plate 2 was
canceled Jan. 8, 1982, after 241,235 im-
pressions, yielding 4.3 million PNCs,
more than four imes as many as were
printed from Plates 12 and 14, *It should

Phosphored Yosemite makes debut a bit early

Continued from Page 19

would be at snowbound Yosemite for
the first day. So they flooded him with
requests for hand-canceled FDCs and
unofficial first-day covers.

TEN Contributing Editor A.S. Cibul-
skas had heard a rumor that Plates 6
though 10 were being printed on phos-
phored paper. Armed with that rumeor,
Cibulskas found rolls of 100 of Plate 8
on sale at a postique set up at a stamp
show in Connecticut on Feb. 12,

As soon as he laid one against Platc 4,
he said, the slightly whiter paper proved
he had found a phosphored Yosemite.

The stamps were from the C Press,
with plate numbers 48 stamps apart.
They will be catalogued as 25F8ii.

Early copies seen by TPN had a mot-
tled look under UV, not the nice, clean
tagging of the 22¢ Flag Test coils. Nor
were they as white as the Test coils.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz said Plate 8
stamps were on sale carly because post
offices were running short of rolls of 100
now that stocks of the 25¢ Honeybee are
depleted and the 25¢ Bread Wagon is
being retired from use.

If that occurred elsewhere, collectors
are likely to find pre-dates of the phos-
phored stamps. TPN welcomes reports
of carly usages of Plate 8 and any other
phosphored stamps that show up.

The Postal Sexrvice told TPN that other
stamps would be issued on phosphored
paper. It was not clear if they would be
coils,

To tell them apart under short-wave ul-
traviolet light, note that phosphored
stamps have tagging all over the face of
the stamps, Earlicr Yosemite stamps

have block tagging, with untagged rec-
tangles around the vignette.

USPS said the phosphored stamps
would be available only in rolls of 100.
In its news release, it gave the jtem num-
ber as 7737P. That was an error.

Correct itern numbers for all Yosemite
stamps, provided by USPS, are:

0725—Rolls of 500, C Press.

0737—Rolix of 100, D Press.

N727—Rolls of 100, C Press,

T137—Rolls of 100, phosphored, C Press.

All stamps issued at Yosemite were
Plate 8, Denson said. All his covers with
plate numbers have red, two-ring cancels
of the type used on registered mail. His
wnnumbered singles were obliterated
with an FDOI hand cancel.

According to Denson, two other servic-
ers were at Yosemite and uwsed several
cancels, including machine cancels and
four-bar killers.

If phosphored 25T's show up from oth-
er plates, they could be on FDCs if sent
in for cancellation before the extended
deadline. This appeared likely when this
issue of TPN was being prepared.

lowa dealer issues
3.ring PNC atbum

Stamps 'n' Smff in West Des Moines
has pubtlished a three-ring PNC album
for collectors who do not want to collect
a strip of five of each plate number.

Each page has spaces for strips of five
of cach PNC, tagged and precanceled.
The album costs $6.95 plus $1 for post-
age and handling. Blank pages have
spaces for strips of five but without
headings or descriptions. These are
$5.95 (plus $1) for 20 pages.

The address may be found on Page 33.

not be a scarce number,” he said.

There need be no fear about Plawes 7
and 8, which, Lawrence pointed out,
were the plates destroyed in the Fire at
BEP on March 5, 1982, Said Lawrence,
“Probably a lot of Plate 7 and 8 produc-
tion was lost to the Fire and cleanop.”

Here are Morison's figures for 20¢

Coils of 3,000 13,465

That means 40.4 million stamps are in
the vauolt that conld yicld as many as
1.68 million PNCs.

No 18¢ or 20¢ Flag coils are in the
vaults, Morison reported. Sheet stamps
are.

Among the 22¢ Flags, Plate 3 has been
the price leader, now selling at $50 for
PS/5. A maximum of 17.8 million PNCs
were printed. There is no assurance that
Plate 3 may not be among the 22¢ Flags

heading for storage.
Here are the figures on the 22¢ Flag,
according to Morison:
Coile of 100 8,395,000
Coils of 500 153,200
Coils of 3,000 12608

When these totals are multiplied ont,
we find that a total of 953.9 million 22¢
Flags will be in storage. That could add
up to more than 19 million PNCs.

Caution is, therefore advisable, in pay-
ing very large sums for rare 22¢ Flags.
But it needs to be said that it is entirely
possible that not one Plate 3 roll may be
among the stash in the vaalt.

In addition 204,000 22¢ Test Coil
stamps are listed among the itemns held
for mint sets.

Prices on the other coils remaining in
the veults have shown 1o tendency to
climb, 80 no caution is required at to-

day's moderate prices for these:
3¢ Handcar

Coils of 300 4,381

Coits of 3,000 8,508
11¢ Stutz Beareat

Coils of 500 83,000

Coils of 3,000 1739
12¢ Stanley Steamer

Coils of 500 23,678

Coils of 3,000 64
17¢ Dog Sked

Coils of 50¢ 11,i31

Coils of 3,000 7507

All of the stamps listed have been
withdrawn from sale except the 22¢ Test
Coil, 11¢ Bearcat, and 17¢ Dog Sled.
But 1988 proved that withdrawn stamps,
even the 3¢ Parkman, can come back 1o
postal counters. Cantion is advisable.

If your labe! says “2-89,” this Is
the last Issue you wlll recelve.



By deleting a clause, USPS
makes precancel sales legal

The Postal Service has canceled the role that it is illegal to
sell onused precancels.

It did 50 in The Postal Bulletin dated Jan. 5, 1989, saying that
the ban was impossible to administer and, therefore, was delet-
ed from The Domestic Mail Manual (DMM).

The rule change was by the Rates and Classification Depart-
ment, and was nnknown by public relations people in the
Stamp Information Branch of the Stamps Division until they
read it in The Postal Bulletin.

The news was not without some confusion. The Postal Bulle-
tin said Issue 30 of the DMM, dated March 19, 1988, had been
vpdated. It meant March 19, 1989, which was not available to
post offices unti] this month.

The key clause in The Postal Bulletin was in Item 4:

4. Since stamp colleciors may alse be permit holdars, the
prohibition in former DMM 14322, constraining permit hold-
ers from selling unused precanceled stamps oblained under
their permit, is unnecessary and impossible to administer. It
has been deleted.

Texis of clauses partinent to collectors in  the Domestic Mail
Manua! affecting precancel use will be found on Page 32 of
this issve. These texts are from a draft of the revisions supplied
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Try this TPN Quiz

How many errors can you find in the following question
and answer, which appeared in Stawnp Collector on Jan. 77

Imperf coil

Q. The 20¢ Flag over Supreme Cowrt coil stamp is listed
in the Postal Service Guide to US Stamps as Scou #1895,
but it does not list the stamp as imperf.

I have a plate number strip of 20 imperf plus a strip of
about 23 with no plate number. The plate number on the
Jirst sirip is 9.

I wauld like 1o know if this is an error, the value per five,
pair, strip, etc. —A.S., Duchesne, Utah.

A. Imperforate errors of the 20¢ Flag over Supreme Count
are listed s #1895a in the Scort US Specialized Catalog.

The plate number eppears on every 24th stamp is a coil
strip. Thus the strip of 20 just happened to contain the plate
number, while the strip of 23 just missed.

Scott #1805 is probably the most common of all imperfo-
rate error stamps. Pairs sel} for about $3, although one deal-
er in EFOs was offering a pair for $1 as an EFO approval
premium. A suip of five with plate #9 is valued at about
§15. Prices for imperf strips with scarcer plate numbers

by the Starmp Information Branch, not from the final version as

would bring considerably more — Scott A, Shaulis.

W w,
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Lot 52: XF singie In strip of seven, 13¢ Fiag # 6
MR. JOE R. LANE .
Professional Philatelist M I l S al e
P.0. Box 31021, Houaton, TX 77035 a
(713) 774-3670
MAIL SALE ENDS:  Aprll 7, 1989

Where did all the good stuff go? I have some, and here’s a sample:

Usual auction terms prevail. Submit your bid on any paper, postal card or by ielephone. Successful bidders will be notifisd and must REMIT payment, includ-
ing posiage and insurance. Of course, any lot can be returned for full refund.

The following symbols indicats cancelation coverage: a=all clear; b=under 50% covers plate number, cmover $0%. Stamps are F, VE or XF ag ured by many
dealers. Cachet maker sbbreviations: ARI Arisiocat, ARC Ancraft, ARM Artmaster, BAZ Bazaar, OOL Colorsno, FLW Fieetwood, HF House of Farnam.
Send SASE for any cover you may need and other PNC FDCs on sale. Good luck!
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20 18884 KMC 4 P54 15 Piate Number Colls Classic First Day Covers
;ﬁ' ::g: gt 3 :gg :: Lot Soott Deacriptian Est. Pre-1945 FDCs are the hottest callacting
a2 18 coL 2 PS4 b 12 51 4891  XFPr a3 3200 area foday.
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21282 ARG 1 954 oa 10 58 10042  XF Used Single #3 70 B2 644 Abany, NY. PI Sin, 35
W 1907 Gan 3 54 15 B9 1904a XFPre3 20 B2 8302  Mew York N.Y. SA 30
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| 44 2127 1 S5 88 1908 VF Used P53 #7 7 % TA Ditto on #10 env, 150
Merm HE 1 Pss 2 67 1908 VF Used PS3 #8 75 %0 656  PRWashD.C TAVF 120
45 ne7 ] . 88 1808 Flssd PSS M2 25 Hand-painted Kribbs, o plate number:
2127 HF 1 PS4 16 69 1908 FLsed PS5 #14 25 91 2128, 2128a, 2149, 21492 400
iyl 2 PS3 18 76 2005 VFUsed 1,23, 4 Singles 10 92 21482 PS3 & PS2 400
76 GH 3 PSa 12 71 2005  VFUsed PS3 M 40 83  1901a PS? with J87 No # 200
48 7.ee :nc N Pss 10 72 2005  VF Used pSa42 40 Address codes: TAstyped ; U= ink; Anstamped
bl RC 4 :55 10 73 2005 VFUsed PS3m ) Consignmants wantsd for future auctions.
4 ARC 552 10 74 2005  VF Used PS3 M 40 Prices realized: §1 & SASE
75 M35 VF Used PSI 20 Send SASE for my mirt/used PNC st
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Joint lines become a new subspecialty

By A. S. Cibulskas
Contributing Editor

It has been confirmed that the Honey-
bee was printed on both the C and D
press. Examples of lines looking like
joint lines have been found on stamps

BEP Card notes

The 25¢ Honeybee was a tough stamp
to print. Even befare TPN saw the first
copy of the attractive stamp, it carried a
notice (on Page 75 of the September is-
sue) warning of troubles for collectors
because of the difficultics with printing a
stamp on two presses.

Those difficulties were re-
emphasized by the Bo-
rean of Engraving
and Printing
when it issued a
souvenir card 10
thank its employees
for a job well done.

The card shows a
large replica of the
stamp with the bee crawl-
ing off the stamp as a BEP employee
tries valiantly to hold it back. Two oth-
ers are banling the huge bee itself.

Below the stamp are silhoueties of 14
people, some of them apparently chil-
dren, cheering the cambat that is seen in
the vignette.

What this iz all about is that BEP
fought hard to keep the black (intaglio)
bee aligned on the muliicolored {offset)
backgronnd.

To the right of the vignerte, is this in-
scription.

BEE 88
In commemeration of those employ-
ees of the Bureau of Engraving and

Printing whose sheer brilliance, dedi-

cation, steadiastness, innovalive-

ness, and technical know-how made

"Project Honeybes™ a success. The

Bureau salutes you,

The word “sheer” was misspelled as
ushw'||

Attached to the card is onc Honcybee
stamp, obliterated with a First Day of [s-
sue hand cancel.

According to Linn's, about 830 cards
were distributed 1o employees involved
in the project and the stamps were
bought by an employee who traveled to
Omaha at his own expense to obtain
stamps on the issue day.

A specia] uip to Omaha to buy 80

off both presses.

On the C Press issues, the lines were
all single (one example of a C Press dou-
ble line was reported early, but no subse-
quent reports have been received) and of
a single color.

Bee difficulties

stamps scems to be an over-reaction 10
allay doubts about ethics. But the use of
the hand cancel also proves that the card
was authentically canceled on the day of
issue, not in USPS’
FDC factory at
Merifield, Va.

According to
Linn's, the cards

were  fetching
$100 because of
their limited availabil-

ity. Linn's deplored

the making of the

card in an editorial on
Feb. 20.

Said Linn’s: “The next time BEP wants
1o send a card of appreciation, let them
buy one at a gift shop like everyone else
does.”

The story of the card really underlines
the problems BEP encountered in trying
1o meet the request of Don McDowell,
manager of the Stamps Division, to print
offset coil definitives. McDowell report-
edly believed that issuing more attrac-
tive stamps was a way to improve
customer satisfaction with the Postal
Service.

While there is no question that the
Honeybee is a very nice-looking stamp,
McDowell's enthusizsm was out of step
with printing technology.

Aligning printing from two presses is
always a problem; doing so with presses
printing by different methods is even
more difficult.

That is why the BEP tried hard to print
as many Honeybees as possible on the
combination I Press, which has both
offset and intaglio capabilities.

Unfortunately, the timing was terrible.
The huge Honeybee printing began June
6, 1988, just a month before the printing
of the 1988 Christmas stamps, which
also were to be printed on the D Press,

Thus, Honeybee production had to be
switched back and forth between a com-
bination of the Goebel Optiforma offset
Press and the C Press on the one hand
and the D Press on the other.

To date, single lines have been found
as blue, red, black (from the offset
plate), and, just recently reported, yel-
low. The single lines vary in length;
from about half the heighe of a stamp to
a complete line from top to bottom.
They vary in intensity, but generally are
readily visible.

The repeat cycle of lines on the C
Press is every 25 stamps; hence the posi-
tion varies in relation to the plate nam-
ber.

To my knowledge, C Press lines are
row specific. That means they ocour in
specific rows as opposed to the entire
plate width.

[Ken Lawrence has said: “There is no
logical reason why the Goebel seam
lines should be one row only, since the
system is the same as the D, but a larger
circurnference.”

[My original supposition that the Lnes
were row specific was based primarily
on the fact that of the finds reported, the
matio was about one roll in every 15 to
207rolls.)

In any event, to date, C Press lines
have been much tougher 1o find and can
be considered scarcer than D Press lines
(sce below) which, when found, arc
present on every row.

This provides a classic example of the
law of supply and demand in operation.
If my assumption is correct, C Press
joint lines should be more atiractive.
However, the more plentiful D Press is-
sues appear to be in greater demand.
Why? Because the double joint lines are
msthetically more pleasing and dramat-
ic? Becavse the position is constant in
relation to the plate number, making
them appropriate for gap collectors? Be-
cause of ease of finding?

On the D Press, there are vsually two
lines (there have been exceptions, in-
cluding one that was a golden red-
brown) and they are usually complete,
top 1o battom. They can be called “Cot-
trell-lke” joint lines, They can vary in
color, but generelly appear as blue on
the left and gray-black on the right. Un-
der magnification, the left line may con-
tain blue, green, and yellow components
while the right line may contain red, pur-
ple and black. I have seen various muta-
tions of these colors, resulting in brown,
blue, or gray variants.

In commenting on the row-specificity
question on the C Press, Lawrence also
suggests that D Press items may not be

Continued on Page 24
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Who deals in what?

TPN is again listing specialist dealers
by their arca of specialization.

This annual list is not all-inclusive, bot
should help you when you are looking
for something. Save it.

If a dealer is not Listed here, it simply
means he is not known as a PNC special-
ist among his colleagues. A question-
naire was mailed to many dealers. Not
all replied.

A listing here has nothing to do with
whether a dealer advertises in TPN.

Auctions: Sam Houston Philatelics,
Steve Ivy, Michacl Karen, M&M/
Southwest.

Commercial covers: Denson, Hickox,
Lancaster, Maeder, Medlock, Stamps 'n'
Stufl.

FDCs: Chamberlain, Denson, Discov-
ery, Orossman, Esrati, H&H, Jaffe,
Lanc, Maeder, Marrelli, M&M, Med-
lock, Norton, Stamps "n” Stuff.

First-day programs: Maeder.

Labels: Cuniberti, Esrati, Medlock,
Paquene, Dr. Rabinowitz.

Long strips, precancel gaps: Cham-
berlain, Coniberti, Esrati, Haake, Maed-
er, Medlock, Dr. Rabinowitz, White
Birch.

Mint pairs: Denson, Haake, Maeder,
Stamps 'n’ Swuff, Dr. Rabinowitz, Schig.

Mint singles: Denson, Discovery,
Haake, Jaffe, Maeder, Marrelli, M&M,
Medlock, Dr. Rabinowitz, Selig, Stamps
'n’ Swuff, Stamps in Modon.

Number at top: A. S. Cibulskas, Dr.
Rabinowitz.

Paper types: Cuniberti, Maeder.

PNCs, general: Chamberlain, Cibul-
skas, Denson, Dale, Degon, Densor,
Discovery, Esrati, Grossman, H&H,
Haake, Jaffe, Karen, Kusinitz, Lipson,
M&M, Maeder, Marrelli, Medlock, Pa-
quette, Dr. Rabinowitz, Runzler, Selig,
Stamps in Motion, Stamps *n’ Stff, Ta-
coma Mall, White Birch.

PNC varieties: Chamberlain, Cibul-
skas, Cuniberti, Denson, Discovery, Es-
rati, Haake, Lipson, Maeder, M&M,
Marrelli, Medlock, Dr. Rabinowitz, Se-
lig, Stamps 'n’ Swff, White Birch.

Precancel gaps: See “Long strips”
above.

Tagging shifts: Mueggenberg.

Used singles: Denson, Hickox, Lip-
son, Maeder, Marrelli, Medlock, Stamps
'n’ Stff.

Wholesalers: Haake, Langs, Marrelli,
Dr. Rabinowitz,

Annual directory of dealers

PNC Literature: Denson, Esrati, Dr.
Rabinowitz, Tacoma Mall, Rob Wash-
burn.

PNC albums: Brown, Cuniberd
(SAFE), Denson, Esrati, M&M, Med-
lock, Dr. Rabinowitz, Stamps 'n’ Stuff.

Souvenir pages: Macder.

Dealer directory

The number after the ZIP Code is the
percentage of discount offered to mem-
bers of PNC?. This wonld be on top of
any other discounts offered. The follow-
ing codes are then used.

A: Prices stamps as F-VF and charges
a premium for better grades. Numbers
indicate premizms.

B: Prices according to condition.

Where these data are missing, dealer
did not reply to questionnaire.

Dooglas F. Brown, Fostage Stamp Gallery, 1887
Muannville Dr., Chamblee, GA 30341. (“] will givea
10% discount on sets of my album if TPN is men-
tioned.”)

Dennls D. Chamberinin, P.O, Box 560, Davis,
CA 95617,

A. 8. Cibulskas, 28 Westwoood Rd,, Stamford,
CT 06902. (203) 327-9676 (evenings and week-
mds). $%. A, 30% XF.

Kim Cuniberti/Contemporary Coils, P.O. Box
36534, Danbury CT D6B13-3684. (203) 4314303,
% B.

Ronsld Caaplickl, F.O. Box 1812, Beliflower,
CA 90706.

Dale Enterprises, Inc., P.O. Box 539, Emmans,
PA 15049 (215) 4333303,

Elmer Degon, 5 5. Belfast Ave,, Augusm, ME
04330,

Ed Denson, P.O. Box 138, Alderpeint, CA
95411, (07) 926-5312. 0%.. A, 25% VF; 50% XF
("sometimes more.”)

Discovery Stamps, P.O. Box 2502, Syracuse, NY
13220-2502. (315) 652-55}7. 10%. A, 30% VF,
40% XF,

Steve Esrsti, P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heighis,
OH 44120-0130. (216) 561-9393. 5%. B.

Howard Groasman, 230 Jay St., Brooklyn, NY
1120}, 0%. B,

Al Hagke, Ri. 1 Box 65, Germustown, IL 62245,
(618) 523-4715 (cvenings and weekends). 0%. B,

H&H Stamps and Colns, P.O. Box 853, Addi-
scn, IL 60101. (312) 628-0273 (after 7 p.m.) 15%.
A, 35% VF; 40% XF.

Max D. Hickox, Box 21081, Denver, CO 80221
10%. B.

Sam Howston Philatelics, 13310 Westheimer
#150, Houston, TX 77077, (713) 493-6386. 5%. B.

Steve Ivy Philatelic Awctions, Inc., 311 Market
5t., Dallas, TX 75202-9990. 1-(800) STAMPS-1.

Michae] Jaffe Stamps, P.O. Box 51484, Vancou-
ver, WA 98656, 10%. B

Michael M. Karen, 1025 Rosedale Rd, Box 517,
N. Woodmenre, NY 11582, .

Yern Kraus, 3513.107th St, Kenosha, WI
56142 Bourses only.

Stewart Kuslnitz, 17 Second 51, Fall River, MA
02720. (617) 674-3595,

William 8. Langs, P.O. Box 851, Ansonis S

tion, NY 10023. (212) 724-7340.

Rick Lancaster, P.0. Box 428, Skowhegan, ME
04976, (207) 474-8276.

Joe R. Lane, 11135 Kitny Brock, Houston, TX
TI071. (713) T74-3970.

Michael B. Lipson, P.O. Box 2543, Reston, VA
22091, . A, 25% for XF.

Tom Maeder, 1604 Bardale Ave., San Pedro, CA
90731, (213) §33-7937. 5%. B.

M&M/Southwest, 3182 E. Indian School Rd.,
Phoenix, AZ 85016. (602) 220-0601. (Orders 1-800
553-2351). 5%. A, 50% for XF.

Howard “Skip"” Medlock, Jr., Red Raider
Stamps, 4123 W, 18th 51, Lubbock, TX 79416-
G008, (806) 795-1106. 10%., A, 20% VF, 40% XF.

Frank Marrelll, 4617-23rd Ave., Kenosha, W1
(414) 652-9622. 10%. B.

Miller’s Mint, 313 E. Main 8, Puichogue, NY
11722,

Bl Norton, Erga Studios, P.O, Box 56086, Littic
Rock, AR 72215-6086. (501) 224.8559, 5%,

Gene Paquette, P.O, Box 6398, Scomsdale, AZ
85201, (502) 948.7429.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, 37 Smnwick PL, Stam-
ford, CT 06905, (203) 325-2312 (evenings and
weckends). 0%. A, 20% VF; 40% XF.

Craig Selig, P.O. Box 11725, Fort Wayne, IN
46B60. (219) 7494995, 0% (“Everyonc is tremed
the tame.”) A; declined 10 nate surcharge.

Stamps In Motlon, P.O. Box 490, Lewisburg, PA.
17837. 5%. B.

Stamps 'n’ Stulf, 2700 University, Suite 204, W
Dez Moines, LA 50265, (515) 224-1737. 10%. A,
09 for VE; 35% for XF.

Tacoma Mall Colns & Stamps, 320 Tacomm
Mall, Tacorna, WA, 98409, 10%. B (prices by
Brookman, Scott and Lina's)

Rob Washburn, P.O. Box 840, Skowhegan, ME
04976,

White Birch {Joseph Coveney), P.O. Hox 91, Or-
chard Park, NY 14127-0091. 0%. B. Doursas only.

Terry L. Wike, 1169 Three Forks Dr. 5., Wester-
ville, OH 43081, (614) 895-374.

Honeybee's lines
are off both presses
Continued from Page 23

on every row,

The above-stated characteristics, how-
ever, have evolved into a new subspec-
ialty, that of joint lines by position. The
table below summarizes the known D
Press joint line positions to date. Re-
member, D Press lines have a repeat in-
terval of 24.

Reports of additional finds are solicit-
ed. Write me at 28 Westwood Rd., Stam-
ford, Conn. 06302,

Reported to date on the D Press are:

Plate 1: 12L; 111, 10L, 9L, 8L, OR,
10R, 11R.

Plate 2: 11L, 10L, 51, 8L, 7L, 6L, 3R,
6R, 8R.

Copyright ©@ 1989, by A. S. Cibulekas
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Report on plate and mat varieties—Part XIV

By AS. Cibulskas
Conlributing Editor

t¢ Omnlbus

a. Plate 1, Plate gouge ot 2L just o
the Jeft of the third/fourth perf hole
from the bouom. Previously reporied
(Warzals) and now confirmed s
constan!, (Maves}

4.9¢ Buckboard

& Mat variety, Plates 1 and 2, Gap
4R. Dingonal line through the “o™ of
“board” at TR, Consunt. (Tillet)

7.1¢ Tractor
a Plate 1, inscribed. Dint clod
above rear wheel. Constant st §L. (Phelps)

8.5 Tow Truck

4 Plate 2, precanceled. Aposrophe near the top
odge, centered over the *s” in the date, Constant at
1R, (Haske)

b. Piate 2, precanceled. Flying rock near the Jefl
perfs it about 9 o'clock position of the left from
wheel. Constant at 4L, (Haske)

Note: The two varieties above wre in the 1ame soll

¢. Plate 1, precanceled. Dot above the roof and be-
low the “S” of the denomination Conetart at 1R.
(aves)

4. Plate 1, procanceled. Flying reck in fromt of the
truck, close 10 the perfs. Constant at 201 (Maves)

¢. Platc |, precanceled. Dol over the truck's roof.
Constant at 261, (Maves)

Note: Varieties “c” through “c" are in the same
roll,

1. Plate ], precanceled. Siashed Jeft rear tire, Con-
stant at 15L. (Maves)

g Plate 1, precanceled. Dot behind hook. Con-
stam at SR (Maves)

h. Plate 1, precanceled. Rock on road under right
fear wheel. Carutant st 6R. (Maves)

i Plate 1, precanceled. Rock on road just above
and right of the sccond perf from the bottom. Con-
sunt at 17R. (Maves),

Nole: Varieties “f” through 5" are in the same
rolk.

j.Plate 1, precanceled. Dot below the tow arm.
Constant at 18R, (Maves)

k. Plste |, precanceled. Dot behind hook on tow
bar. Constam at 3R (Maves)

10.1¢ Oil Wagon

. Plate 1, precanceled. Dot below and cenler-right
of “8” of date. Constant as duplicms copies were
submited, Position unknown. (Maves).

11¢ Caboose

a. Plate 1, precanceled. Mat variety. Breaks in
both precance] lines at 8R, Approximately a 3mm
g*p in the bottom line #nd a gouge in the top line di-
rectly sbove the break. (Cibulskas)

b. Plawe 1, precanceled, Hyphen under roof at
front of caboose. Constant at 31 (Maves)

¢ Plate 1, precanceled. Dot nnder “k” of “Bulk.”
Corstant at 19R. (Maves)

d. Platz 1, precanceled. Dot under the zero of the
date. Constant at 121, (Maves)

Note: Varicties “b™ through “d" are in the tame
rall.

12.5¢ Pushcart
a Plue 1, precanceled. Dot jum outside (left) of
the leg support of the cart Constant at 2R. (Maves)

© MNazar, '89
“Spilled Popcorn,” laft, on 16.7T1P at 12L.
“Plane over Capitol,” right, found at 1R on 22F1 by mx upw-rd dizgonully to the second perf
Richard J. Nazar.

SMazar, ‘89

13.2¢ Coal Car

s Plaiz 1, Botiom partx of the lettering in “Coal
Car and the date are missing. Mont naticesble on
the “s” and “r" of “Car” and the *8," “0" and “s* of
the date. PS/S strips rubmined and reporied as oc-
curring throughout the rolls. (Anon.)

15¢ Tugboat
& Plate 1. Small dots in front of the boat. Constant
a 5R. (Maves)

16.7¢ Popcom Wagon

2. Plate 1, Comuma to the right bottemn of the “A”
in “USA."” Constant st SR, (Maves)

b. (Previously reperted in TPN in November, now
iltumrated by Richard J. Nazar} Piate gouge/scratch
disgonally below md between the wheels progress-
es downward toward the right comer, Constant at
121, (Caruthers)

17¢ Electiric Auto

8. Plate 7. Plate chip to the right side of the joint
line, about in the middle. Conmancy confirmed,
(Meyersburg)

b. Plate 3, precanceled in Style BA, Gap 4R. Con-
stant mat variety resulis in & diagona! line through
the “o" in “Auto” a1 4R. (Eaxtruan)

18¢ Flag
. Dot under and about half way between the “5*
and “e” of “sca.” Constant at 1L, (Phelps)

20.5¢ Fire Engine

2. Dot in zero of the demomination st shout 2
o'clock, Constant at 23L. (Eastman)

b. Multiple plate gouges right of the “2" and in-
side the “0" of the denomination. Constant at 16L.
(Agrodnia)

¢. Missing ink variety. Appears constant at 17L.
Parte af the letters “ont” in “Preton” are missing;
about 10% of the “o™, about 50% of the “r" and
about 70% of the *1." Consuant in arell of 500, Any
cther confiion? (Schattinger)

21.1¢ Leotters
See separate article in this issue of TPN,

22¢ Flag

. Plate 15. Red dot 10 the right of the flag. Con-
cant aL JL. (Washbum)

b. Plaie 17. Comet by the Capitnl, betwesn the
dome and “USA.” Constant at 1L. (Tillet}

c. Plate 17. Dot in the right margin near the third
perf hwle from the bottom. Constant st 1R. (Tiltet)

© 1989 by Richard J. Nazar

25¢ Honeybeeo

a. Cotrell-like joint lines: Sce separate arti-
¢le in this issuc of The Plate Number,

b. Numerous reports of red “hairlines,” or
“threadlike” or “feathery™ lines. These arc gen-
erally horizomtal, sbout 2-3mm long, in the
white ares outside the design's right edge.
Several vertical positionings of secmingly
identica] tines have been confirmed. These are
all on the C Press printings, hence the position

wanders in relation to the plate mmber,

< Plate 1. Red craci/soratch results in a
line as follows: Suning m the lower right
ed;e of the design wres on 13L and proceed-

from the bottom edge; then proceeding

uum:lﬂy vertically ttrough two additional

pexf heles and curving slightly 10 the right;

then contnuing diagenally upward through the

white margin arca on 121 and finally dizsppearing

after crosing into the yellow background of the de-

sign arca, Confirmed as constant on different rolis
from different sources. (Hamnrick)

25¢ Officlal

& Althongh this issue has no piste number, this
itern may be of interest to some. Colrrell-like double
Jjoint lines. Constant every 24 sismps. (Cibulskas)

Moser finds mat flaws
In Style C precancel

Howard A. Moser, 3 veteran dealer in precancels,
hias found a steady deterioration of the bottom of the
e\ leg of the “A" in the Style C precancel on the
17¢ Electric Auto,

Moser submitted eight exxmples, each with 2 bit
mare missing from the bouom of the left down-
stroke.

In the last starnp, the “A* Jooked like this:

In the earlier stages of the decay, the left leg came
all the way Lo the botiorn but had & concave cutout &t
the bottorn, making it into & sharp point.

All the examples were used singles. Moser did not
report any relationship to precancel gaps, although
some were on numbered stamps of Plates 3, 4, 5,
and 7.

Readers are urged 10 report finds with gap or num-
ber 1o AS. Cibulskas,

Memo: Reserve your 1989 PNC
Catalog now. $15, postpaid
{$16.05 in Ohlic}. Due in late
May from P.C.Box 20130, Shak-
er Helghts, OH 44120,

TAGGING VARIETIES
WANTED

TAG SHIFT HARRY

MUEGGENBURG
3535 BLUFF COURT

CARMICHAEL CA, 95608
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Mailer's postmarks explained; TPN blasted

I have the following response
to the question posed concern-
ing the reason for the Mailer's
Postmark Permit cancel over
precanceled (andfor service-
inscribed) stamps (TPN Janu-
ary 1988, Page 14). According
to the instruction booklet given
to bulk mailers by the USPS:

Stamps pre-cancelled by
the two bars only, city and
state not shown, must in-
clude a return address. If
the return address is not
within the delivery area of
the post office of mailing,
the mailer must either place

a canceliation endorsemant

to the left of the postage

showing city, two-lefter
state abbreviation, and ZIP

Code where mailed, or sub-

mit, at the time of mailing, a

Letters to TPN

With these leiters, TPN returns to its roots, the round-
robin newsletter circulated among members of the Pilate
Number Cail Study Group.

In the round robin, the findings of one member were often
disputed, corrected, expanded, or clarified later by another
member.

Through the process, which continued off and on for four
years before TPN was launched in 1986, we all learned
Jfrom each other.

It is better 10 report what is known or believed than to
wail for someone in the far-off future 1o write the definitive
study, certain that he or she will by then have nailed down
every question, every point of dispute, every error of BEP,
If one were to wait, one might never get answers to ques-
tions, because some questions will never be answered.

Neither the editor of TPN nor anyone who contribtes to
it makes any claim 1o infallibility. TPN is intended as a for-
um for the exchange of news and ideas about PNCs. Every-
one's views are welcome.

single “wrong"” color, just like
the gray 5¢ Motorcycles.

{In reply. The remark was
made in discussing the 1989
Scott Specialized which did not
list them. Readers are urged to
look at Scout 32, the 10¢ of
1857, listed and priced in Scott
as green, dark green, bluish
green, and yellowish green. It
is not really impartant how the
color variety occurred. What is
important is that it exists and
got past BEP inspectors. Since
it exists; it belongs in Scotr.]

Rebuttal by Ken Lawrence:
True enough, but these aren’t
major color errors, either. But
even if Scott should list some
modem coil color shades (on
the 93¢ Mail Wagon, the
10.9¢ Hanson Cab, and the

duplicate of the mailing
slatement and a sample mailing
piece, both in an envelope slamped
and addressed to the postmaster at
the post office shown in the return
address.

Notice that the date is not necessary
and none of my examples include it
However, the instruction booklet from
which 1 quote is dated May 1983, Re-
quirements may have subsequently
changed. 1 really like these covers be-
cause the stamp is tied to the cover, pro-
viding visible proof of USPS processing.

With reference to Ed Bizub's letter to
TFN (September 1988, Page 92), 1 wish
1o reiterate that the slate-blue variety of
the 22F is known to exist on Plate 2 as
well as Plate 4 and the variety has been
found in several locations across the
country. | was the buyer of that one-of-
two plate number strips found by Mr. Bi.
zub and can send it for inspection if nec-
essary.

1 am concerned because 1 have noted
the exclusion of the brick-red variety of
the 20F in the past Scott catalogs and,
therefore, feel that it is vital that all finds
of the slate-blue 22F be reported, at
least, in the Plate Number Coil Catalog.

Tom Maeder tells me that there are
only 135 known numbered Plate 4 strips
of the slate-blue variety. Mr. Rizub's
find confirms at least two copics of the
variety from Plate 2. Do you know how
many others exist?

Debbie Pezzillo
PNC? 202
Birmingham, Ala.

Iin reply: (by Ken Lawrence): There
are a lot more plate strips of the slate-
blue 22¢ Flag than the number known
by Tom Maeder. Scveral of the finds
were sold and traded outside PNC cir-
cles.}

[in reply: (by Steve Esrati) Macder re-
poris sale of a strip of five from Plate 4
for $550 in January by M&M/
Southwest,}

TPN {ull of mistakes

The January TPN has lots of mistakes,
You're getting really carcless.

= Honeybee scam lines cannot come
from the edge of the blanket. The blan-
ket does not creale images; it only trans-
fers them, Unless the plate is inked at
that point, the blanket will not print.

{In reply: The statement that the lines
came from the blanket roll was made by
Ira Polikoff of the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing.}

» C Press Honeybees are not rewound
after the Goebel [Optiforma] press run.

fin reply: TPN slands corrected.)

« The imperforate spliced 17¢ Auto/
20¢ Flag strip is genuine. The splice is
for the coiling equipment, not the press.

* Dr. John Greenwood has not reported
25¢ Flag Over Yosemite Plates 4 and 5
as imperforates. He has reported Plates 2
and 3.

= The brick-red and slale-blue varieties
on Flag coils are not major errors. They
result from ink contamination, and occur
in continuous shade gradations, not a

25¢ Bread Wagon, certainly),
that would not justify the listing of ink
contamination freaks, which are legion,
and are not listed by Scott as a matter of
policy.

* The blotches of yellow in the Honey-
bee margins, which I reported fin
Linn's,] several months ago, cannot be
created as you describe.

If there was no washup following a
web break, the result would be:

(a) multiple images paralle] 1o the
subjects, but none with random blotches
and none in the top and bortorn margins;

(b) ink on both sides of the paper,
offset from the impression cylinder as
well as from the blanket. Ask your print-
er to show you.

Worse, however, is that if that had oc-
curred on the Honeybee offset run, it
would not be called 2 “double impres-
sion” or a “true double printing,” which
has a very specific philatelic meaning,
i.e., printed twice.

[in reply: TPN clearly said: “A prelim-
inary guess is that he has found a double
printing from the blanket roll. All of the
following is conjecture or speculation.
It is hoped that Cibulskas will send a
stamp to the Bureau ... for an explana-
tion.” (Emphasis added.)

[Since then, the Bureau has explained
that the yellow blotches were caused by
a dirty blanket, so TPN was correct in at-
tributing the cause to the blanket. Where
TPN erred was in calling it a double im-
pression. Richard McP. Cabcen's Stan-
dard Handbook of Stamp Collecting
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over Honeybee, wrong use of terminology

refers to this phenomenon as follows:
The varieties in offset stamps are
largely duve to poor cleaning of the
blankat roll between revolutions.

Phantom images give the effect of

light double impressions, and plate

numbers and the like appear as phan-
toms akong with the normal numbers,

[The random nature of the splotching
has been explained by BEP as being
caused by & dirty blanket. Accordingly,
TPN and the 1989 PNC Catalog will call
them phantom images. [

«The solid background on the 25¢
Heneybee, and the color of the blotches
in the margins from the dirty blanket, are
PMS yellow, not process yellow. Pro-
cess colors are used for screened half-
tones to simulate “full” color. On the
Honeybee, the process yellow is the
Honeybee body and the green leaves,

» You wrote “...typography, which has
& mirror image on the plate...” You
shauld have said “usually.” Typography
(letterpress, letterset, Bexography, etc.)
is also used for offset, just as lithography
is, but without the need for a dampening
sysiemn. In that case, the plate, chase, or
cylinder is right-reading while the blan-
ket has the mirror image.

» Doctor blade streaks are parallel to
the web, not jagged or diagonal across it.

{Inreply: A5, Cibulskas, in describing
an unexplained line across 21,1M2, said
doctor blades had been suggested as a
cause. He ruled that theory out.f

= Mailer postmarks are used to precan-
cel stamps, as I and others have writien
many times. There is even a specialist
society of mailer's postrnark collectors,
most of whom have their own mailer’s
postmark permits and devices. How has
Thom missed all of that?

{In reply: That is precisely the point in
ranning Thom's question. Many things
that are known to some collectors as
“Oh, everybody knows that!™ are total
mysteries to many others. We are not all
knowledgeable about all aspects of our
hobby. The purpose of & magazine such
as TPN is to make such information
available. Thank you for your response.}

«I'm still not comfortable with the
TFN Average. By using exclusively
“blue chips,” rather than an entire collec-
tion, it encourages speculation rather
than collecting—betting on what some-
body else might someday have to pay a
lot of money for, rather than the gentler
Tact of growth or decline in the value of
a PNC collection. I know that specula-

tors cannot be kept out of the hobby, but
I hate to give them encouragement. They
are the parasites who spoiled things so
badly in the late 1970s.

s Diane Thompson, whose evident con-
tempt for the first Amendment is regret-
tably typical of a lot of lawyers, is not
really worried that we'll think she’s
making millions from her PNCs (al-
though nobody would think she’s run-
ning a charity, either). She's rightly
concerned that we'll be appalled at how
little she's offering 1o pay. Would you
want her to be your executor?

+ I think it wonld be a scrious mistake
to price used singles in the catalog ac-
cording to the findings in mixmre sam-
ples rather than the actual prices charged
by dealers.

fin reply: The writer of this letter sets
the price estimates for used singles in
The PNC Catalog. That being the case,
his expertise was inadvertently criticized
by the remark that catalog values should
reflect scarcity, An apology is extended.]

Even if the samples accurately reflect
the universe, scarcity/commonness are
not the sole factors affecting the market.

In actual fact, the market for single-
stamp used PNC sales of first-class-rate
stamps is pot the only one, and for many
stamps not even the principal one. One
source of “leveling” is the large and
well-cstablished group of plate singles
collectors who want just one plate single
of each stamp and don't care about the
specific plate number, If you subscribe
to the APS U.S, plate singles sales cir-
cuit, as [ have for years, you'll see what
1 mean.

The second, most typicat PNC market
is sales of sets (complete sets of 20¢
Flags and Pumnpers, five or six different
18¢ Flags, etc.) The individual single
market is what's left, and is further
modified by the floor price which is real-
ly a minimum handling fec.

Ken Lawrence
Jackson, Miss.

Joint line prices

Recently 1 have noticed ads for various
strips of the 25¢ Honeybee which con-
tain lincs. The premium that is being
quoted for these “scarce” items is far be-
yond a reasonable amount, Every roll 1
have examined contains these “joint
lines,” making this a common item, in
my opinion,

Therefore, the asking price of $18 for
strips of 10 with a face value of $2.50
seems 1o be excessive, and $22-523 for
strips of 16 (face value $4) is likewise.

I wish to alert all PNC collectors that
this itern is common and to avoid the ex-
cessive premium by buying your strips
from another source.

John D. Galu
Middletown, N.Y.

Please add more to catalog

I am & user of the PNC Cazalog, and |
am just writing to cxpress my wish that
for next year’s edition two more appen-
dices be added: one listing the Transpor-
tation coils that bhave been found
imperforatc and another listing which
stamps are in coils of 50, 100, 500, cic.
as well as whatever knowledge there is
which would aid me in being able to
Jook at the outside of a roll and be able
o tell me what plate number or numbers
are inside. A

Question: If a stamp is known to have
plate numbers 1 and 2, if | ask the postal
clerk what number she has and she un-
rolls it and finds Number 1, is there any
reason for her to keep unrolling till she
gets to the next number to see if it might
be a Number 27 In which cases might
that happen?

1 would also like to see an illustrated
list of all the different major plate crack
varietics.

Jerry D. Moore
San Rafael, Calif.

[in reply: An appendix listing imperfo-
rates may be included in the 1590 edi-
tion. An appendix listing roll size would
be welcome, but that information is still
not available. Here's a project for some-
one to start working on.

[The PNC Label Study Group is work-
ing diligently on sorting out the labels,
but it will take time before we get that
information. TPN was the first publica-
tion to publish any such information. As
more becomes available, it will be pub-
lished here.

[You will have a hard time today
finding a roll with more than one plate
number on it. That only happened with
stamps printed on the Courell presses,
which have long been taken out of ser-
vice. Today's stamps have the same
plate number throughout the roll.

fAn illustrated list of major plate

Continued on Page 28
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Conestoga crack is all one

Scott Adams has checked many rolls
of 500 of the 3¢ Conestoga Wagon. He
says the plate erack illustrated in our last
issue is the vpward continuation of the
“Burning Conestoga Wagon.” Mean-
while, AS. Cibulskas confirms that the
illustration was, indeed, the same two
rows reperted by Jerry McKenna.

Said Adams, “The way that crack runs
right up to the top of the upper stamp,
I'm almeost sure it goes up further, but so
far we haven't found the fourth row.
We'll keep lookmg‘:‘

Rana and Stephen Mazepa won a
gold medal in the youth division at Chi-
cagopex with their Transportation coils,
They also picked up the H.E. Harris
Medal of the Junior Philatelic Associa-
tion and the Chicago Philatelic Society's
Youth Grand Award.

o

Kim Cuniberti, a new member of the
PNC Smdy Group who has been an all-
around PNC dealer for several years, has
given up “the PS/3 and P5/5 thing" to

have more time for painting.

Cuniberti will continue to deal in paper
types, double-gap strips of the 4.9¢
Buckboard, long Cottrell gap strips and
long gap strips fror:-.tbc B. Press.

Plates 5 and 13 of the 20¢ Fire Pump-
er were still on sale in vending machines
at post offices in the St. Louis area in
January, uocording*tg‘ﬂobby Reece, Jr.

David E. Barrie-LaVergne has start-
ed sending out Label! Mania, the journal
of the Label Smudy Group.

The lanuary issue notes that the pre-
liminary Label Key, issued in October,
needs many updates. A revised version
is promised for $TaMpsHOW 89. A par-
tial catalog is expected by year’s end.

January's Mania has an illustrated fea-
ture article on eight varieties of the la-
bels found on rolls of 500 of the 5.2¢
Sleigh. Plates 3 and 5 can be spotted by
a pale blue label. There is, as yet, no in-
formation on the labels for Plates 4 and
6.

Jacques Schiff says Flag/Auto splice Is possible

Continued from Page 27

cracks is beyond the budget for the cata-
log. The 1989 edition has had to drop
some varictics to make room for the new
ones found since last year.}

impossible splice?

Jacques Schiff spoke at QRCOEXPO
last weekend, and Dr. John Greenwood
asked him if he thought the 17¢ Electric
Auto-20¢ Fiag splice was impossible.
Schiff’s view was that it is possible.

Tom Macder
San Pedro, Calif.

Worth $5007

James Griffin and Carl Ditsch found
five 18F6s in about 328 pounds of mix-
ture, or one gem per 65.6 pounds.

If there are 2,000 stamps in a pound,
you will look at an average of 131,200
before finding your treasure. If you're
really lucky, your find will have all of its
perforations and a light cancel. Is it
waorth 500 bucks?

Thom E. Wheeler
Galion, Ohio

Mixture finds
I have been going through a few

pounds of U.S. mission mix over the
past few months. The numbers of 20¢
and 22¢ Flag PNCs come out reasonably
similar to the published statistics. Pre-
sumably, looking over only the pas: few
months has skewed my numbers some-
what.

I have found very few 18¢ Surrey and
20¢ Pumper PNCs. One other statistic
that may be interesting is the numbers of
PNCs per pound. 1 bought 5 to 10
pounds of general U.S. mixtures from
Mixturemart, Swan, Soybean and Ger-
lach.

The number of PNCs per pound varied
from a low of 10 from one supplier to a
high of 18 from another. The other two
were in between. Very few Transporta-
tion Series PNCs were found in any of
the lots. It makes me wonder if they
were truly unpicked.

Dr. Jocl Weiner
Edmonton, Alta.

[In reply: Since the Flag results fell
into the range of other finds, the latcness
of Dr. Weiner's search may have affect-
ed his mixes more than pre-picking.
Names of his below-expectation suppli-
ers have been deleted by TFN, but we'll
keep track of them for later reports.

[Keep those reports coming!/

All the PNC news

that Fits, we'll print

Mania is mailed free to anyone genn-
inely interested in PNC labels. It might
be & good idea to include 45 cents in
postage to B.-LaVergne, 27 Braddock
Park, Boston, MA 93116—5816.

Scott Publishing Co. has released its
1988 supplements for PNC albums. The
12-page Comprehensive album's supple-
ment ($12.95) includes updates for new
1983 stamps.

The three-page Simplified supplement
is $5.95 and includes a separate page for
the Test coil, even though it is not given
a separate catalog number in the Scott
catalog. The Singles album has 22 new
pages and costs §9.95.

1L

Gary Davis has found 25¢ Honeybees
with “joint lines” 24 stamps apart and a
mirTor-image blnck‘he on the gum side.

Wayne Chevery, who deals in tagging
varicties, says the following strips exist
without tagging: 20F5, 20M3 and 20M4,
22F2 and 22F4, 1T3 and 1T4, 4T3 and
4T4, 11T3 and 11T4, 12T1 and 12T2,
14T3 and 14T4, 18M3, and 22U1 and
2202,

Rob Washburn reports multiple finds
of an untagged 20F14.

When Dr. Leon J. Cheris, a PNC col-
lector, edited the tagging section of the
Minkus catalog, these would have been
catalogued at hefty premiums. The new
Minkus picked up the old Cheris materi-
al, but did not update it. No PNC tagging
errors!

L 11

H. Harry Mueggenburg, a specialist
in tag shifis, had to make his own stamp
mounts becavse no commercial mounts
allowed ultraviolet light to penetrate. He
went to polyethylene.

Mueggenberg said his mounts do not
contain plasticizers and cannot damage
stamps. A test by TPN showed that UV
does, indeed, work‘tlliough the mounts.

Yern Kraus, a veteran PNC dealer, re-
cently sauck PNC gold when he began
going through about 700 pounds of used
slamps on cover in some 30 boxes.

“What got me hepped op,™ he said,
“was the fact that 1 found an 18F6 in one
of the boxes when 1 was unloading them
from the car —just by grabbing handfuls
off the top.”

In the first 16 boxes he found wo
18F?, the first found in mixtures. Kraus
said neither was dated.
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‘89 PNC catalog adopts readers’ ideas

Yes, we do listen.

Unlike other catalogs, The PNC Cato-
log tries w meet the wishes of collectors.

Coming in the 1989 edition, which
should be out at the end of May, are
prices of mint singles, as requested by
EX. Whittman of Lynnwood, Wash.,
and others. But Mr. Whiteman did not
get his second wish, that we resume pric-
ing of strips of four.

The reason is that his request was the
only one. Few dealers offer strips of four
while many now offer mint singles.

Scott Adams of Mechanicsville, N.Y.,
asked for a checklist for varieties. This
was in the works for a while, but was

Purple cancels give
clues to real usage

By Ed Denson

Among used 18¢ Flags, it is clear that
Plate 7 is the rarest of all, judging by the
results of mixture searches published in
the last issue.

It sells for a modest $19 vsed because
the huge find a couple of years ago
makes it easy to use the stamps on cur-
rent mail, and thus obtain used copies.

Collectors who would like copies that
were used when the stamp was current
should probably look for copics with
purple machine cancels.

The purple ink was in use, more of
less, from 1980 through 1982, and is vir-
wally impossible to find on 20¢ Flag
with plate numbers higher than 9. This
gives us a good cutoff date for our pur-
poses somctime in 1983, according to
the data in the PNC Catalog.

A copy with purple ink should reflect
genuine use during the period of curren-
cy. It should be worth something in the
low hundreds of dollars, if collectors ac-
cept my analysis—and rejected copies
with other cancels as being of uncertain
status.

I would say there is little Likelihood of
this happening, but just the same, the
purple machine cancel PNC is worth a
good premium,

I have purple machine cancels (Cau-
tion: there are magenta handstamps and
double-circle dater cancels, t0o. These
are not related to purple machine can-
cels, which are purple) on 18T1-15;
20F1-8, 18F 1-6, and, surprise, on a
pair of 22F5. I'd like to hear from any-
onc who has other items. My address is
P.O. Box 158, Alderpoint, Calif. 95411,

scrubbed because Rob Washburn has
published such a checklist.

Working mint-singles prices into the
catalog ran into a problem. To make
space for them, they wexre put on the
same line with used singles. But here we
ran afoul of philatelic vsage. The only
way to fit in the mint singles was to put
them to the right of the used-singles
prices. That keeps all the mint prices in
the same (right) column.

We realize that all other catalogs price
miint at the left and used at the right, but
we simply could not find a typographical
method of doing so0. Suggestions from
anyone?

The way an entry will look this year is
as follows (this one is for 3T1):

Used Mint

Single 95 95

Pair 1.05

Strip of 3 1.35

Strip of § 1.60
The size is the same as in the catalog.

We switched 1o three-colurmn pages.

Other new features include scarcity
rankings for paper types (courtesy of
Kim Cuniberti) and a listing of PNCs on
First-Day programs (courtesy of Ken
Lawrence).

In working up the price estimates, cer-
tain trends became apperent. While the
“Dirty Dozen,” the most expensive
PNCs, continued to go up in price, many
run-of-the-mill strips went down.

Another trend has been that prices
have increased for strips shorter than
five. Strips of three have climbed closer
to the prices of strips of five. Pairs and
mint singles (yes, we did keep wack of
them even though they were not cata-
logued) did likewise.

We have given the entire catalog u bet-

ter typographical look, partly by making
the important type larger (again at psers’
request). We have had 1o put one project
on hold. Tom Maeder of the PNC Study
Group and one of the co-workers on the
catalog, suggested pricing commercial
covers bearing PNCs. That may happen
next year. But for this year, the idea
came too late.

But we do listen. Dr. Robert Rabino-
witz, a dealer in Cottrell gap long strips,
was unhappy with the commenis in the
g4p scarcity tables (Appendix A). In one
instance where we listed only one find,
he said he had made two finds himself.

So we did the best thing we could. We
invited Dr. Rabinowitz to join the Gap
Committee, chaired by Larry G. Haynes,
and to give us the wisdom of his experi-
ence.

Others on the comunittee are: Gerald
Clark, Dr. John Greenwood, Maeder,
and D. John Shultz.

Alan Malakoff, another co-worker, is
an engineer; but his eye is uncanny, So
are. those of Dr. Greenwood, Myron G.
Hill, Jr., and Thom Wheeler. All made
valoable suggestions on the first draft.
With their help, this year’s edition
should be as error free as possible.

Price estimates in the catzlog will be as
of April 30, 1989, using the most recent
price lists of more than 12 PNC dealers.

Among these are: Dennis Chamber-
lain, A.S. Cibulskas, Cuniberti, Dale En-
terptises, Ed Denson, Al Haake, H&H
Stamps & Coins, Michael M. Karen, Joe
Lane, Michae] Lipson, Macder, M&M/
Southwest, Dr. Rabinowitz, Craig Sclig,
and Stamps 'n’ Stuff.

The price of the catalog will again be
$15, $14 to members of PNC?. Wholc-
sale prices will be announced in April.

Catalog updates

New stamps

17T5Fb-4R and 17T6Pb-4R have been found with
whole numbers at the bonam. Previous finds had
nurnbers cut or on top. (Dr. Rabinowitz)

25F5—Flate 5 of the 25¢ Flag in rollt of 100,

25FBii—Plste 8 of the 25¢ Flag on phosphored
poper. firsi-day at Yosemite, CA, on Feb 14, 1989,
Previous sales kmown on Feb. 12 (Dr. Rabino-
witz)

10.1T3Pii—Plate 3 of the 10.1¢ Ol Wagon in-
scribed in red.

First Day Covers

By Eé Derson

14T3, 34T4—Plates 3 and 4 of the 14¢ loebaat,

20T2R-~Plaie 2 of the 20¢ Cable Car.

Praduction halted

25T—The 25¢ Bread Wagon is being retired,

25M—Production of the 25¢ Honeybee has been
halted teamporarily. New nupplies not expected be-

fore May.

Withdrawn from sale

4T—Tagged Courell 4¢ Locomotive

ST—35¢ Motorcycle

5.5T and 5.5TP —Tagged and inscrited 5.5¢ Star
Rouie Truck

6T—Tagged 5¢ Tricycle

7.1T md 7.1 TP—Tagged and inscribed 7.1¢ Tractor

B.3T, 8.3TF and B.3TPR—Tagged and precanceled
Cottrell and B Press 8.3¢ Ambulance

1ZT, 12F, snd 12TR— Tagged and precanceted Col-
trell and B Press 12¢ Susnley Sweamer

14T—Courell 14¢ Iceboat

22F—22¢ Flag (but not the Test cail)

Cormection

Lart month's updste reported incorrectly the imper-
forates found by Dr. John Greenwood, He found
only Plates 2 and 3 of the 25F, the 25¢ Bread
Wagon,
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- SAVE HALF ON SELECTED PNC STRIPS!

o v &

DON'T MISS THIS OQPPORTUNITY TO SAVE BIG ON PNCs
This SPECIAL 0% DISCOUN'I‘qslie: only 1o those PNC strips marked with a dagger (1) that are
printed in BOLDFACE TYPE and ONLY FOR STRIPS OF 3 ar § in EVF and VE-XF grades.
(Orders for XF-Su| Grade do not apply.) A limit of one (1) of each piate number of each jal
ilern per custntner, No other discount or cow may be used with this al offer and no ac-
oepted. ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEl BY US BEFORE MARCH 125. No exceptions! These
are some of the lowest prices ever offered on PNCs. Pleas allow le time for filling mnd delivery of

our order. As urual ... YOUR SATISFACTION IS COMPLETELY GU. of return with-

10 days for an immediate refund! MINIMUM CRDER $20.00 add $1.50 for postage and handling
on all orders. Don't Delay — Ordar Today!

WE'VE MOVED

To a larger siore to serve all our customers
better. Be sure 10 note our new address and

plcase visit cur stlome when you are in tha
Phoenix area.
382 £ INDIAN SCHOOL ROAD
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85016

, ””""’.’”””””l””””’””"’””.””””””"’J’
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PRICE LIST NUMBER 11
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XF Line .. rymmqmmmkmbewo‘l»mhhpufmm,dthVF-
XF}Phn.!fmluflh ou ovder we will pubstinue » beoey grade, Al lcms Liswd
are in soxck for immedism

responas to this sl we sugpesr
mnﬂmm:ﬂy.mwuomnw

PthImﬂqlunmw'hmﬂuNMSmﬂHml“lmm
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VOLUME DISCOUNT DOES NOT APPLY TO BOLDFACED ITEMS ONM $PE-
CIAL SALE. Thank you.

To avail yourself of this offer, you must say you subscribe to TPN
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# — 325 350 450 398 o5
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MasterCard,
MEM/Southwest VISA e SATISFACTION
3182 E. Indian School Rd. GUARANTEED
Welcomed
thnlx, Arizona 85018 of raturn within 10 day!
Phone (602) 220-0601 A
TOLL FREE Order Lina 1-800-553-3351 AN BIA ﬁ far immediate refund
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INSCRIBED 11121: Row 2 Is the origina! find. Row 1
is upward extension 1. Rows 3 to & ars the down-

ward extensions, but no examples have yet been re-
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ported from downward extension 4. This is a sche-
mati¢c diagram, not drawn to scale.
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TAGGED 111121: Row 5 |s the original find and up- ble, It has not yet been reported. Note that the line Is

ward extensions are numberad from Row 4 (Upward
Extension 1). While an extenslon into Row 1 is possi-

‘Cracks’ are not cracks;
but what are they? (Part Il)

By A S, Cibulskas
Contributing Editor

This is a progress report on the article
that appeared in the last issue of TPN.

Summarizing the earlier article, con-
stant diagonal black lines have been
found on tagged and service inscribed
versions of 21.1M2, the 21.1¢ Leners.
The lines went through two rows, The
precancel was shown in the last issue;
the tagged was described textually.

In that article, I requested help in deter-
mining the cause and asked for reports
of additional cxamples.

Except for several explanations
confirming my belief that the Lnes could
rot be caused by doctor blades, no fur-
ther explanations were postulated.

However, additional extensions of the
linc have been found. They are to be
seen in the accompanying diagrams.

On the service-inscribed version, ex-
amples of the line have been found on
seven different rows. As may be seen in
the diagram, it appears that this variety
catends through at least eight rows, al-
though, to date, the fourth row below the
original find has yet to be confirmed.
Still more extensions are possible.

It would be remiss not to recognize the
efforts of Tony Maves in this smdy, He
is the finder of all versions of the in-
scribed version.

On the tagged version, examples have
been found on five different rows. As
with the inscribed version, it appears to
be continuous and more examples
should be out there for the finding.

I view this as another installment in the
ongoing study of this issue. As such, any
reports are welcome at 28 Westwood
Rd., Stamford, Conn. 06902,

shifted In both directions from the positions seen on
the service-inscribed plata.

ADLETS
Classiiod ads are 15 cents a word,
There is no charge for your address,
Mombors of PNC? are entitied to one
froe adiet & Yoar up to 25 words.

BUYNG TAG SHIFTS on coils, with or without plate num-
bers, in quantity. All U.S. lag variaties wanted in quantity.
TAG SHIFT HARRY Mueggenberg, 3525 Buff Court,
Carmichagl, CA 95508, (5-89)

USED Transportation plate number singles, pairs and
slripe. Wory chalianging, interesting, and inaxpensive.
Some covers also. Frice list for SASE. Max Hickex, Box
21081, Donver, Colo. BOZ21 (5-69)

WANTED: PNCs on commercial covers, Also Official mail
stampe on cover, Send for {air cffer. John M. Sweeney,
241 &th Ave,, Apt BF, New Yok /N.Y. 10014. (2-89)

JOIN PHC3! Got valiable discounts from deaiers and Co!
Ling. Send SASE and $10 1o Er¢ Russow, P.O. Box
17374, Whitefish Bay, W1 53217, (2-46)

BUYING PNC FDCS. Wiite firl. Thomas Gift, 19959 Ha-
wiland Ava., Bronk, NY 10472, (4-90)

ALL BACK ISSUES of TPN availsble. Plaase send SASE
for order blank Esrati, P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heights,
OH 4120,
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P P53 PSS
a5 AD A5
a5 AD A5
40 5 &
5 55 &
8 80 100
A5 820 100
8 70 80
75 85 85
B0 20 100
10 105 115
110 115 120
120 135 180
145 155 165
120 135 180
125 130 140
80 100 125
2124 4.9¢ Buckboard 3, 4 80 8 100
Pearcal1,23,4,56.. 145 120 130
2253 5¢ Milk Wagon 1 ....... 85 100 110
1&9 5¢ Molorycla 1, 2.
e 126 130 145
1900 52: Slllnh I 2. 700 BOD 1100
. 9700 9800 ©9.00
Prmneal 1 a 3 4 5
" 1000 11.00
2254 5! 3¢ Elevator 1, 14 15
2125 5.5¢ TR 1 118 125
Pracancel 1, 2.... 146 126
1901 5.8¢ Bicycla 3, 1200 1500
Pracancel 3, 4... 1000 1550
| F— 7800 B80OC
2126 6¢ Tricycls 1 140 150
Precancel 1 .. 140 150
Precancel 2. X 290 300
2127 7.1¢ Tractor 1. 45 140 150
Procancel 1....... . 140 150
19027 4¢ Buggy 2... I 850 10.00
Procance! 2. $90 200 2850
2255 7.6¢ Came! 135 145 180
2126 8 3¢ Ambuiance
- 125 130 140
L1260 130 140
. 235 255 275
. 185 130 200
. 180 13 200
2129 8.5¢ Truek L1800 190 200
Precance!1,2........... 180 180 200
1803 5.3¢ Mai an L2, 800 MO0 1200
3,4 L1800 2200 3000
56... . 180.00 190.00 20000
Pracancel 1, 2 . 1600 1700 1800
Pracancel 3, 4 . 2600 2700 2800
Precancel 5, 6 . 300 320 540
Pracancel §.... . 98.00 100.00 10000
2057 1% Boat 1. o130 140 150
2130 10.1¢ GilWagon1.... 170 180 200
Precancal 1, 2., 1. . i
2130 Red ovorprint 2, 3
1904 109¢ Cab 1,2
Precancal 1, 2.,
Precancel 3, 4..
1505 11¢ Caboose 1
2131 11¢ Bearcat
1,234 1.55 16
2132 12¢ Steamer 1, 2 185 200
Precancel 1, 2. 185 200
B Fress ... 230 25
2133 12.5¢ Pushcan 1. 75 200
2258 13¢ Patre] Wagon 225 250
2259 13.2¢ Goal Car1...... 225 250
2134 14: lcaboat 1, 2, 3
d.. 115 120 15

27
B

1907 18¢ Surrey 1.
2.5,6,8 9,10
3.4

7 )
“a 12,13, 14,15, 16,17,
1801 1B¢ Fiag 1.. y

2.

3. .. 260.00
4. .. 800
5. 190
.. -
7 1575

2145 1B¢ Wash. 1112,
Pel33333 & dullgum

Pel 1112, 43444 ..., a7
1908 20¢ Pumper 1 800
- J— 60.00
34,5910, 250

00
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0136 208 Official 1 . 1

2263 20¢ Cabla Car 1 2 325

2264 20.5¢ Fire Engim1 . 330 380

7265 21¢ Rail Car 1, 2........ 330 380

250211 111111 350 A5
111921 425 475
Prlc1111111 111121 350 avs

211522¢ Flag 1,7, 14
3

2,4.5,8,10,12,15,
16, 18,19, 21,22 T .......

1,13,17,. 20......
2112 22¢ "' Exgle 4,2
0139 Z2¢ *[ Official 1.
2265 24.1¢ Tandem 1..........
ﬂxmarndw-gen
1 23,4, 275 325
" 30 as0
2290 2& '!'oeerma 1,2
34,5 e 2785 300 350
229 'E' Earth 1211.
22, . 1 400 450
1171, 1222.. . Al a2 amn
2281 25¢ Honeybea 1, 2...... 275 300 35

NEW! Stamps 'n’ Stuff PNC ALBUM.
Fits any Y-ring binder. Halds one PNC strip of 5§ of each mint and precanceled PNC
irmae and all the new no-number officials. Pages, $6.95, plus 51 postage snd handling.
Generkc pages avallable st 20 for £5.95 plus $1 for P&H. Write for information.

TERMS: Payment with order. Prices sublect to change without notice. Wiil
take U.S. postage at 90% face In trade. Precancels at 80%. All coils in slock.
Single plale # colis avaliable at pair price minus one stamp. Average colls
avallable on better items, pleass send for list.

CONDITION: F-VF, Never Hinged. H you require XF add 35% to List. i Fine

Is CK deduct 20%. Add 100% for Superb

DISCOUNT: Deduct 5% on orders over $50. 10% on orders aver $150.
Additional 5% on orders of 5 or mora of any number for investors or

STAMPS ‘N’ STUFF

denlaers.

2700 Unlversity, Sulte 204,
W, Das Moinaes, |A 50265

Jerry & Barb Koepp

T (515)224-1737
Phone Orders Call Collect
LOWEST PRICES AVAILABLE

Y
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New precancel rules are a silent victory for The Plate Number

Continued from Page I9

Magruder rcalized that the ban bad

been cansed because Marrelli owned a
cel permit. .

The Domestic Mai! Manual said: “Per-
mit holders may not sell unused precan-
celed stamps obtained under their

'ts'll

Said Magrder: “Dealers who also
hold permits 1o use them on mail will
need to decide whether they wish to risk
their permits.”

Linn's dismissed the entire affair as a
tempest in a teapot and gave it no further
coverage until USPS changed the rules
in The Postal Bulletin for Jan. 5, 1989.

TPN meanwhile tried 1o get the Postal
Service to explain why its officials in
Milwaukee were going after Marrelli. So
it did what a low-budget philatelic pyg-
my is forced o do. It wrote a letter 1o
USPS to ask guestions.

Back came an answer from Emest J.
Collins, general manager of the Business
Requirements Division of the Office of
Classification and Rates Administration.

Collins cited revenue-protection rea-
sons for USPS unhappiness about the
use of precancels in the mailstream. That
was a tip-off to an internal fight in the
Postal Service between the Stamps Divi-
sion, which tries to earn revenue by sell-
ing as many stamps to the public as
possible, and the Rates and Clas-
sification boys, who want to prolect rev-
enues. Collins was back-pedalling,
apparently unhappy that the editor of
TPN had told collectors in general that
they could use precancels on their mail
legally. That article appeared in Linn's
March 24, 1986. Legal use of precan-
cels, however, had nothing to do with
the Marrelli episode.

In response o a specific question about
the Marrelli case, Collins said that the

Washburn books big helps to PNC collectors

PNCs on Cover, By Robert M. Waghburn. Pub-
fished by the suthor. Soft cover, 19 pages, §7 post-
puid from P.O. Box B40, Skowhegan, ME 04976,

This book is challenging. The chal-
lenge comes in Washbum's honesty in
displaying that what we know about the
carliest usages of PNCs is not really
very moch. What's more, Washburn has
made it difficult for himself. He tries to
stick with commercial covers, although a
few philatelic dates have made it into his
book.

To illustrate the problem, take the
common-as-dirt 4¢ Stagecoach, issued
in 1982. Washbum's earlicst dates for
all six plates and four precanceled plates
2o no Tarther back than 1986.

The carliest tagged 4.9¢ Buckboard
Plate 3, issued in June 1985, is recorded
in 1987.

The point is that earlier usages must
exist. They just haven't been recorded
by the PNC fratemnity. By publishing his
book, Washburn is issuing a challenge to
us all: “Don’t soak PNCs off cover.”
And when you find them, report the ear-
liest dates.

Washburn assigns scarcity ratings to
covers with PNCs. His ratings are the
same as those used by Ken Lawrence to
rank FDCs. Washburn estimales that a
“C" rating means that there are fewer
than 300 covers. All tagged 4¢ Stage-
coach covers fall in that ranking. The
precancels are ranked “E.” He estimates
that there arc only 20 such covers

TPN Reviews

around.

Washburn has consented to allow use
of his dates in the 1989 PNC Catalog
(where they will be supplemented with
data from Ken Lawrence). That should
insure that more people will be aware of
the lack an awful lot of information. His
book did the samne. sge

PNC Varieties, By Robert M. Washburmn. Pub-
lished by the author. Soft cover, 42 pages, $11 post-
prid from P.C. Box 840, Skowhegan, ME 04976,

Washbumn has done all of us a service
with this book, in which he has compiled
all the varieties ever reporied by anyone
anywhere. It was a difficult task and
took Washburn some 18 months.

By combining all the varieties listed by
A. 8. Cibulskas in these pages, plus ma-
terial that appeared clsewhere, he has
made it possible 10 look at a stamp and
examine it for every possible variety.

There is no pricing for the varietics
and no scarcity ranking. Everything gets
listed, from consiant plate varicties to
numbers on top. He has tried to exclude
freaks.

A useful book, well warth the price,
especially for PNC collectors who have
a chance to sit down at bourses and ex-
amine material carefolly. The only com-
plaint is that Washburn does not tell in
the listing whether he is looking at a
plate variety, a mat variety or what. Tt
would be useful 1o know. sge

Postal Service “anticipates that when a
permit holder buys precanccled stamps
... he will either usc them for the pur-
pose of paying postage on his mail, or
for the purpose of adding them to his
own stamp collection.”

Then, Collins threw his clincher: “It is
not anticipated that precanceled stamps
will be bought, either by permit holders
or nonpermit holders, for the purpose of
reselling them”

And that made the sale of mint precan-
cels illegal by one and all, not just per-
mit holdess.

Apparently Collins got into some
difficulties at USPS headquarters for his
views, TPN learned. But his comments,
quoted in TPN, meant that sale of mint
precancels was totally illegal.

The rest of the philatelic press ignored
the Collins interpretation.

Since Collins' views potentially had a
serions impact on the entire stamp com-
munity, especially dealers who place
huge ads regularly in the stamp week-
lies, one would have thought that the ar-
ticle on Collins' comments, which
appeared in TPN in January 1988, would
have been front-page news in the week-
lies. It was not.

Meanwhile, TPN ciled repeated at-
tempts by low-ranking postal officials in
many parts of the coontry who were
blocking the legal use of precancels on
collectors’ mail. That issue, apparently,
was of interest to Linn’s, which began
running a flurry of letters from readers
who also had such troubles.

But the illegality of precancel sales
continued to be ignored.

When fractional stamps started coming
out solely as precancels in 1988, USPS
said it was all right for collectors to use
them on mail in limited quantities as
long as the full postage for a mailpiece
was being paid. It even reissued its 1986
rules allowing collectors to use precan-
cels, which had been issued as a result of
the 1986 article in Linn’s. It said noth-
ing about the illegality of the sale of pre-
cancels, leaving such sales in limbo.

While all this was going on, big ads
continued to appear in the stamp week-
lies from dealers selling precancels. Un-
fortunately for Magruder, most of them
were not in his publication, which had
said it would continue to accept them.
But they did appear in Linn's. Could
there be any link between the silence
about this issue and ad revenues?



Average is level with '88 catalog;
12-14 Pumpers distort real rise

The TPN Average shown this month is based on prices tenta-
tively scheduled 1o go into the 1989 PNC Cataleg. Compared
to the 1988 calalog, the average is almost the same. These prie-
es will definitely be revised as we get closer to the publication
deadline. .

The key decline inside the average, of course, was caused by
the re-release of Plates 12 and 14 of the Fire Pumper. This
alone accounted for a drop of $10.35 in the TPN Average
since the 1988 catalog. That would mean that the average
would have risen $10.53 for the year if the Pumpers had not
been included.

But the average is down from $180.67 in the January issue.

Retail PNC prices have been affected by competition, by the
departure from the scene of two full dealerships and the
change in methods of business of several dealers. Kim Cuni-
berti has become a specialist dealer, no longer carrying a full
line of strips of three and five; Lee Warzala and Wayne Chev-
ery have left the scene completely; Vern Kraus and Joe Co-
veny have dropped ont of mail-order and are concentrating on
bourses and shows. Of these, only Cuniberti’s and Warzala's
prices had been monitored by TPN.

Kraus' comment, perhaps symptomatic, was: *1 cannot comn-
pete head-to-head against the big boys any more.”

Several things of note have happened recently on the price
front:

= The spread in prices between a mint single and a strip of
five has been reduced markedly. In many cases, only pennies
scparate the price of 2 PS/3 from a PS/5. This may mean that

¢« WANTED -

A few serious collectors who
want help in these specialty
areas:

Cottrell gaps.

Numbers on top.

Plate varieties.

Mat varieties.

Split numbers,

4.9¢ double gaps.

10.9¢ # 2 dropped transfers.
8.3¢ low entxy # 1.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz

37-E Stanwick Place
Stamford, Conn. 06905

= (203) 325-2312
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dealers are basically sclling shorter strips at a very small reduc-
tion in price from their strips of five because they do not have
the shorter strips in stock and are tearing up longer strips to fill
orders.

» Those who watch PNC prices will have noticed that the coil
section of Lina’s, known 1o us as Column 13, has been getting
shorter. A few years ago, that column sometimes tan on for
more than three full columns, It seldom approaches that now,
even though Lian’ s has reduced its page size,

+» The two-page colored ads by Dale Enterprises have been
appearing less frequently.

+ A few individual strips have climbed 10% or more. These
include: Plate 1 of the 22¢ Flag; Plate 6 of the 5.9¢ Bicycle;
Plate 8 of the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon; Plates 1 and 3 of the 18¢ Scr-
rey; Plkate 11 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper, and the two Official
Etamps.

» Declines of more than 10% were posted by Plate 11 of the
20¢ Flag; the BA strip of the 17¢ Auto, Plate 6; Plate 1 of the
20¢ Pumper, and Plate 3 of the 20¢ Consumer Education.

** Two new PNC booklets for sale **
PNC Varieties

A compitation/checklist of all kxnown PKC verie-
lies including plete flaws, imperfs, color eand
inking vorieties, mat voerielies, numbers or lop
and lagging verielies. This booklet is an indis-
pensable tool for checking varieties on used or
minl sirips or slamps on cover. With 1he price of
PNC varielies being wheat they are, it just might
be worlh your while to know what you are look-
ing for. Contains approximately 40 pages with
weli aver 1,000 lislings.

$11.00 Postpeid

PNCs on Cover

A compilalion of all known eorliest usage dates
of PNCs on cover. Emphasis is on commercially
used covers with scercity ratings for each plale
number. Also includes separate listings of plate
numbers known gn FRCs.

$7.00 Postpaid

*+ SPECIAL** Both Booklels for $16.00

Rob Washburn
P.O. Box 840
Skowhegan, Maine 04976
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The new rules on precancels

The following includes most changes in The Domestic Mail Manua! affecting col-
lectors. All emphasis is by TPN. Source is a draft copy, not the DMM itself.
Note that §143.161 still allows revocation of a mailer's permit for selling precan-

cels, according to the draft version.

143.1 General. Part 143 contains rules governing
precanceled posiage. It is comprised of three general
sections which are: (1) section 143.1 covering the
uze of precanccied postage for mailing purposes; (2)
section 143.2 covering Mailer’s Precanceled Post-
mark; and, (3) section 143.3 covering Philawslic
Sales.

143,15 Flace of Malling. Mail bearing precan-
celed postage must be presented to authorized posial
employecs at weigh units, window units, or de-
tached mail units of the post office where the permit
Is held. Deposit of mall bearing precanceled posi-
age In street collection boxes Is not permitied.

143.161 Permita may be revoked If used in operat-
ing any scheme or enterprise of an unlawful charac-
ter, or for the purposes of purchasing or acquiring
ctamps for other Lhan mailing porposes, including
resale...

J43.17 Precanceling Techniques. There are three
techniques used by the Postal Service to precancel
samps...

141.171 Stamps Preconceled by Bars Only

143,172 Stamps Precanceled with City and State

143.173 Stamps Fracanceled with Rate Designa-
tiony

a. Endorsemant, Precanceled stamps ¢an be requi-
sitioned with the rate category preprinted as the pre-
cancellation devige, Soe 143.174 [which lists 1959
precance! stamps]. Precanceliation is sccomplished
by the printed legend as opposcd to the legend and
paralicl horizantal lines aa in the past These stamps

are intended for use on mafier maiied as part of 2
qualifying mailing of the rate oxtegory shoom on the
ramps. Mailpieces bearing rate-category precancel-
Istion kegend muat include the retum addrets.

143,175 Other Uses of Stamps Precancelsd With
Rate Category. Sumps precanceled with the e
category (143.174) may be nsed fo pay single plece
rated postage on mall provided the mall Is en-
dorsed to shaw the proper class such as FIRST-
CLASS MAIL or THIRD-CLASS MAIL. The tn-
dorsement musl be placed Imined iately below the
posiage.

143 176 Overprining. I precancelod postage on
s single plece Iy over §1, the precanctied suamps
st be overprinted or hand-samped in black ink
by the mailer with the mailer’s tnitials and the m-
merical abbrevistion of the month and yesr...

14331 Noapermit Holders. Stamp collectors may
buy precanceled postage for philatelic purposes,
which includes collecting and exchanging philatelic
iterng among thermnselves. However, collectors may
not mall matier btaring precanceled postage If
they do not have a permil Lo wie precanceled
postage at the post office where the mal Is pre-
sented.

14332 Permir Holdery. Collectors who lwve »
permit v mail matter bearing precanceliod posage m
the post office where their mail is presented mmay
tmy precanceled postage for philalzelic purposes or
for the purposc of paying postage.

What we now know

about the Honeybees

As may be seen in A.S. Cibulskas™ arti-
cle on Page 23, Plate 1 has been found
with “joint kines” that do not wander, in-
dicating that Plate 1 was also printed on
the D press.

Serifed plate numbers come off both
ses.

BEP has halted Honeybee production
and said new supplies will not be availa-
ble until May.

What we now Know

about the Yosemites

Although the 25¢ Yoscmite was 1o be
printed only in rolls of 500 and 3,000,
Plates 2, 3, 5, and R exist as rolls of 100,

A version, catalogued as 25F8ii, print-
ed on phosphored paper, was issued Feb.
14 at Yosemite, Calif.

The 25¢ Flag replaces the 25¢ Bread
Wagon, which is being phased out.

Forged panels found
Postal inspectors are investigating the
forgery of USPES souvenir panels bearing
PNCs, according to Gerald Biankenship.
Full details in the May issue.
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