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Owner closes Bee mysteries solved

mixture firm

Bob Rinkenberger, owner of Bob's
Stamp Room int St. Louis, has closed his
popular mixture dealership. He blamed
the USPS crackdown on the sale of com-
mon U.S. stamp mixtures by the Ln-
theran Church-Missouri Synod.

Rinkenberger said 95% of the material
used for his mixtures came from the
chuorch.

But it could be the other way around.
The church may have been forced out of
the stamp business because of Rin-
kenberger, who was discharged March
30 as a security officer working for the
postal inspectors. He was charged with
selling illegal rmixtures several years
ago. He is appealing the discharge, and
said he did not know that the mixtures
he soid were iilegal.

Rinkenberger said he had bought 7,600
to 8,000 pounds of the common US.
mixtures from the church's Stamps for
Missions program for many years and
made a smail profit on it. He said he was
the source of about 33% of all common
U.S. mixtures sold in this country.

The church program was voluntarily
closed down in December after a visit by
postal inspectors.

The crackdown on the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod, Rinkenberger
said, affects more than a source of minor
church revenue. “There were lots of old-
timers wha would get together once or
twice a week to cut out stamps and gab,”
he said. *They 're now left with nothing
e do.” O

Some of the Mysteries of the Hon-
eybee, enumerated in our January issue,
have been solved, thanks to a report
from the Bureau of Engraving and Primt-
ing of plate activity through September
1089. A report through December will
be analyzed in the Seprember issue.

Mystery #1

Which intaglio press?

The diagram on Page 3 of the January
issue showed that all Opiiforma plates
that were made 18 rows across were
finished on intaglio Plate 1 on the C
Press. We said then that it was unlikely
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TAGGING GAP—Vertical line represents
the gap lound in overall tagging at 121
and 14R. See Page 63.

Seaplane 1914 [@Seaplane1914

that any Optiforma product was finished
on the D Press. We now believe these
conclusions to have been comrect.

We believe that all Optiforma product
made 20 rows wids was printed with in-
taglio Plate 2 on the C or D Press.

Mystery #2

Which intaglio plate?

No stamps were ever printed on Plate
3, a plate with a low spat, Ken Lawrence
reports.

A question was raised about the in-
taglio plate used to finish printing 18-
row D Press offset product because an
18-row Plate 6 was reported as having
been assigned for that press.

Since the 18-row Plate 1 was canceled
in June 1988, no further printing would
have been possible in that format unless
another 18-row plate was available. New
BEP reports indicate a press ron of 18-
row plates as late as Oct. 21, 1988,

That means an 18-row intaglio plate
we cannot yet identify simply had to be
used for that press run.

Please tiurn to Page 66

Hazelton wins TPN jackpot

The winner of a three-year sub-
scription to TPN is Bruce W. Hazelton, a
new subscriber who entered the 7PN
Sweepstakes by sending in $30 for a
1990 catalog end a new subscription.

Hazelton had previously owned a PNC
catalog and had submitted several “ear-
liest known use’ dates, all of which are
noted in the 1990 catalog. His name is
listed as a catalog contributor,

Hazelton got a refund of $15, the cost
of a one-year subscription.

The two winners of one-year sub-
scriptions are both members of PNC3
and had been TPN subscribers before
they entered the sweepstakes by or-
dering the 1990 catalog (TPN readers
who submitted the coupon from the
March issue were automatically entered
in the sweepstakes).

The winners were Robert Q. Read, Jr.,
and Raphzel Perewz. Their subscriptions
were simply extended for an extra year,

Winners were selected at random. OJ
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Later and later

Is America tuming into a mafiana republic where pro-
crastination is the rule?

In the fourth grade, some of us were taught that *pro-
crastination is the thief of time,” a line from Edward
Young (1683-1765) that was passed on in Benj. Franklin’s
Poor Richard’s Almanack. But catch this:

On March 22 USPS announced the literacy postal card,
issued that very day. The news release, Stamp News USA
No. 22, marked “For release March 22" (which means that
most newspapers would carry it March 23, or a day too
late), said *first day of issue cancellations will be available
at ..."” Note the future tense,

It should be noted that Stamp News USA used to an-
nounce new stamps and stationery as much as a month in
advance.

So what does one make of Stamp News USA No. 37, is-
sued for release on May 18:

“The Postal Service has announced that it will (future
tense) issue a souvenir card for the Stamp World London
‘90 international exhibition, which will be held (future
tense) in Alexander Palace in London May 3-13.”

Not only was the palace named Alexandra, but please
note that the future tense was twice used for an event that
had ended five days before the day of the announcement.

Is it any wonder that Linn's editorialized May 28 about
being left out in the cold on philatelic news? In fact,
things must be even worse than they seem.

For many years, USPS had a dual schedule of news re-
leases. It sent out one batch to the weeklies that could

print color about two weeks before it sent out the black-

and-white versions to your hometlown newspapers. Now,
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even the weeklies.are kept waiting.

That means that collectors often learn of new issues
100 late to obtain cacheted covers for first-day handback
service or for preparing unofficial covers.

What is not known as this is written is whether USPS s
also keeping the first-day community waiting.

In the past USPS sent out a wop-secret (“You'll be shot
if you telll”) anncuncement of planned stamps to cachet-
makers. That gave them time (sometimes) 10 prepare
covers.

On stamps like the §1 Seaplane, Artmaster heard a ru-
mor in late March or early April that the 05 Circus Wagon
would be replaced by the $1 Seaplane. It halted pro-
duction cn the Circus Wagon. It learned of the §1 Sea-
plane when the rest of us did.

Bill Toutant of Anmaster said USPS' record is spotty.

TPNthinks USPS’ record is terrible,

Letters to TPN:

DMM change wasn’t reason for delay

In the May TPN you state that the late
release of information about the 51 Sea-
plane was “possibly because of the need
10 change the DMM™ 1o reflect the new
five-stamp [purchasing} minimum.

The new policy was developed as a re-
sult of my conversation with Bob
Brown, who then checked with others.
This was done after I received the news
release.

The late release of philalelic in-
formation is a much larger problem that
originates at USPS headquarters.

Wayne Youngblood
Sidney, Ohio

In repiy: Youngblood, a staff writer for
Linn’s and a member of the PNC Study
Group, did not spell out the problem for
TPN, but a Linn's editorial did in the is-
sue of May 28 after Linn’s was left with-
out first-day information on the new
plastic ATM stamps and on the George
Caleb Bingham postal card. It said:

“Never has the USPS been more acute-
ly aware of the bottom line than it is -
day, as reflected by the host of new
products and promotions we have seen

over the last several years. But USPS
should take care that its long-standing
customers, who've been buying new
U.S. issues for decades, are not ignored
in a faverish drive for new business. Ag-
gressive new marketing strategies must
not leave these established customers
out in the cold.”

Do they come in 100s?

1 found the $1 Seaplane at the post
office of the San Francisco Stamp Show
with the upper 20% of the stamps on un-
tagged paper. Unfortunately, a little old
lady purchased both plate number strips
of five from the roll and would naot sell
me one.

{{n reply: This is the first word of §1
Seaplzne in rolls of 100, TPN called
Washington. The answer: “They don't
exist in rolls of 100. They were printed
only in rolls of 500.™

She would not seil me one and spoke
no English. Her daughter could not per-
suade her that [ specialized in these
varieties.

She had bought these for her grandson.
I hope he has a UV light.
H. Harry Mueggenburg
Carmichael, Calif,

Honeybee in Japan

Do you have any idea where I could
find one of the unofficial souvenir cards
produced for BEP employees?

Or the show card/cancel showing the
Honeybee coil that was used at a show
in Japan by the USPS bul not available
here in the United Siates? I have asked
about, but have found neither.

Margaret Stanchfield
Kent, Wash,

In reply: This is the first indication that
such a card was issued by USPS in Ja-
pan. A check through old Philazelic Cat-
alogs showed no such souvenir cards,
Can any reader add any details?

As to the BEP card, only about 80 such
cards were preparad. They were given to
BEP employees. How to obtain one
from one of the lucky employees is not
something that TPN can answer.
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Why a long-wave UV lamp?

Robert W. Lord bought a long-wave
UV lamp and then wrote: “Would ap-
preciate information on how to use a
long-wave lamp for PNCs, No in-
structions came with the lamp.”

There are three basic uses of long-
wave UV in philately:

» To check for repairs.

= To check for fluorescence, whether in
paper or added as a form of tagging.

« In some instances, to differentiate be-
tween colors that are alike in daylight.

Before touching on any of these, it
may be useful to mention that this form
of UV, also called black light, is quite
common in daily life.

In the 1960s, many teen-agers used
black light w illuminate fluorescent pos-
ters on their walls, It is commonly used
at dances 1o check whether guests have
paid or are gate-crashing (fluorescent ink
is applied to the wrist at first entry). It is
seen in some advertising that glows.

For PNC collectars, all three philatelic
uses came into play.

Any stamp that has been washed, re-
paired, or altered usually shows some
clues under UV, especially removed can-
cels, glue used to join papers, or chem-
icals used to change or remove colors.

Since many foreign stamps are tagged
only with fluorescent compounds (West
Germany, Israel, Canada, among others),
stich tagging is only visible in long-wave

\4

Short-wave UV is & must for U.S,
British and other tagging that uses phos-
phorescence, not fluorescence. Phos-
phorescence is not visible in long-wave
UV, but is in short-wave UV,

Long-wave UV is also used to check
for fluorescence in paper, commonly
called high bright paper. Such stamps
are known and collected from the United
States, United Nations, Canada, and
Sweden. They are good, solid varieties
and are ignored by the Scott catalogs.
The defunct Minkus catalogs listed
many of them.

U.S. tgging works on the principle
that a phosphor is excited by short-wave
UV, causing it to glow. The glow, which
lasts for a split second, can stll be de-
tected after the excitement and is used to
activate [1.5. postal machinery, which,
like the British, works only on the afier-
glow, not the direct exciterment.

The reasen for choosing afterglow re-
actions was to avoid reactions from the

Back 10 basics

many things that fluoresce, including en-
velopes, stickers, labels, and inks.

But even in PNC collecting, we run
into fluorescence. The upper left en-
velope on the 21.1¢ Letters stamp is
printed in magenta ink that fluoresces. It
glows under both long- and shon-wave
uv.

And we run into it when looking a1 the
stamps to check on paper types. Some
papers do not fluoresce at all, and we
call them “dead.” Others do fluoresce to
same ex{ent.

The PNC Catalog explains how to dif-
ferentiate among paper types by using
fluorescence.

The only PNC stamp, so far, in which
there is a UV color difference is the
12.5¢ Pushcart, where two UV colors,
both now mentioned in the catalog, can
be detected only in long-wave UV, The
colors are not easily told apart in day-
light or in short-wave UV,

The classic example of a color-
different stamp, however, is the 1DM
olive Dove of Berlin of 1948 and 1949.
The Michel catalog lists three UV colors
of this overprinted stamp. The dis-
tinctions were first reported by Steve Es-
rati, who actuelly found four different
UV colors, one of which, the “black
Dove” is still ignored by Michel.

Estati also discovered two types of
fluorescence applied to the West Ger-
man Famous German series of 1961, one
using a BASF product called Lumogen
(much rarer on stamps), the other a
knockoff put into the paper by the mill
after the German post office figured out
how BASF's proprietary product worked
and then duplicated it, avoiding royalty
payments to BASF after that (See Sie-
phen G. Esrati, “A Philatelic Detective
Story,” The Congress Book, American
Philatelic Congress, 1977.)

Sammier Lupe, a German stamp mag-
azine, thereafter, started calling the vari-
ous shades of fluorescence “Esrati
colors.”

Phil Rose notes that another classic ex-
ample from Germany is the 1-Mark
Building Series stamp of 1948, which
was printed by two firms. The West-
ermarm printing is green in long-wave
UV; the Bagel printing is black.

Rose, a member of the Plate Number
Coil Study Group, started a U.S. tagging

club in the late 1960s that once had 90
members and issued a magazine called
The Tag Rag.

Finally, we come to an area still being
studied, postal automation, Postal regu-
lations now require that U.S. meter inks
should be fluorescent, U.$. cancelation
inks may be heading in that direction, as
well,

Some of these inks fluoresce in long-
wave UV, too.

Anyway, it is useful to keep envelopes
intact umtil they have been lookead at un-
der UV. You never know what you may
find. The Esrati discoveries on German
stamps came from dumping kiloware on
a table and examining it in UV. [

{This article was written by Esrati,
who felt compelled to mention his own
efforts in the field. Comments from Rose
and Ken Lawrence were incorporated .}

Both untagged,
says Youngblood
of Smith strips

Scott F. Smith of Colorado Springs re-
ported here (Page 38, March 1990) that
he had found tagging on the shiny-gum
18¢ Monument with the numbers 33333
and on the service inscribed 21.1¢ Let-
ters with the numbers 111111,

Smith said at that time that he had nev-
er found these stamps without tagging.
Steve Esrati sent him two untagged
strips, but Smith believed that they were
lagged, too.

He sent the strips to Wayne L. Young-
blood, the tagging writer for Linn's, not-
ing that all UV lamps may not act the
sarne.

Youngblood examined the strips and
found them untagged. His explanation
for Smith’s concern was that the lacquer
on both strips was slightly reactive in
short-wave UV, but that it did not con-
tain tagging phosphors.

The 1990 PNC Catalog lists the ZIP+4
21.1¢ Letters with 111121 as always be-
ing tagged in error. The dull-gum Wash-
ington Monument with 33333 is shown
with separate prices for tagged and
untagged.

The catalog lists no other tagged pre-
cancels. Unformmnately, Page ix of the In-
troduction still refers to Smith's strips as
tagged precancels. O
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Catalog drops

Cne of the most visible changes in the
1990 PNC Catalog is the lack of Minkus
Catalog numbers.

As in other changes that have taken
place, this one was spurred by dis-
cussion inside the PNC Study Group.

“Why are we continuing to list Minkus
numbers?”’ Myron G. Hill, Jr., asked. “In
effect, by using them, we are indicating
to collectors that Minkus numbers are
still in use although, in fact, Minkus ap-
pears to be defunct as a catalog.”

The last catalog published under the
Minkus name appeared in 1988 with 2
1987 copyright. It was & ghost of its for-
mer self and appeared to be & platform
for an unscrupulous stamp dealer’s pric-
ing policies.

The most notorious example was the
$425,000 price for a used single of a 12¢
Clay with grill with the notation that
only one used copy of this stamp was
known. By contrast, the Scott price on
this stamp (Scott 140) is $4,500.

Another suspicious example was the
inclusion of Social Security tax stamps,
with a $45,000 price on one value, The
dealer suspected of rigging Minkus Cat-
aiog prices happened 1o be selling these
labels. They are unlisted in other
catalogs.

Harry H. De Jong, publisher of that
last Minkus, asked Steve Esrati to sup-
ply listings for PNCs, but did not use
them. The treatment of PNCs was very
poor.

But the most important reason for
dropping Minkus numbers is simply be-
cause there are no more Minkus num-
bers. These used to be available (after
the issuance through 1980 of the last
batch of Teal Minkus catalogs) through
the quarterly Minkus Stamp Journal,
That, too, has ceased publication.

Michaei Laurence, publisher of Lian’s,
said his newspaper is still using the num-
bers on new issues W avoid the appear-
ance of conilict of interest, but has great
difficulty getting the numbers.

everal other changes that are not

so evident have been made in the

PNC Catalpg. One is the way
maxirnum possible PNCs were calculat-
ed. In the past, reporis from the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing (BEP) carried
a foomote stating that impression totals
were based on the number of subjects.
That siatement has been dropped from
BEP reports for more than a year.

Despite a request for information to
BEP, we have been unable to determine
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defunct Minkus numbers...

whether the dropping of the foomote in-
dicated a change in the way impression
totals are reported. However, having no
other guidance to go by, we have had to
assume that the impression totals are
now for a complete revolution of the
press cylinder, not for the number of
subjects (which is half a revolution, or
what BEP has been calling a “sheet” of
coil stamps).

That meant that we could now multiply
a B Press impression total by 18 rows, to
arrive a1 2 total for the highest number of
PNCs that could have been printed. In
the past, we divided this by 2 because
there would be no plate numbers on eve-
1v other impression (the half plate or
“sheet” that had no plate numbers).

Meanwhile, Ken Lawrence was able to
determine the exact number of PNCs de-
livered to the Postal Service for some
plate numbers. In almost all instances,
Lawrence’s numbers were a fraction of
what we had been labeling “Maximum
PNCs.” Wherever possible, therefore,
we have substituted *Total PNCs,” the
numbers reported by Lawrence, for the
“Max. PNCs.”

We may very well be wrong in using a
new method to calculate recent PNC is-
sues, but it has become extremely
difficult to elicit any information from
BEP. The reason for this is that BEP has
begun a defense of ils very existence
against threats to have all U.S. stamps
printed in the private sector.

In the course of the past few years,
BEP has been forced by USPS 10 reveal
its trade secrets to its private
competors.

BEP has also been forced by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) to
meet higher (and costlier) standards than
its competitors, which are not under the
jurisdiction of the EPA in the District of
Columbia. BEP, for example, has had to
change to waler-based printing inks be-
cause of toxic solvents in its previous
inks; the private firms can still use those
cheaper inks.

n addition, BEP has been angered
by a Freedom of Information Act
request from a member of the Plate
Number Coil Swdy Group, Richard J.
Nazar, seeking data on papers and press

runs.

The resuit of all this at BEP has been
that letters have gone unanswered, re-
quests have been denied, information
has been kept under lock and key.

This is not ttue only about the Plate

Number Coit Study Group, but also
about other philatelic organizations and
publications, ]

he Bureau lssues Association,
I I Iwhich used to do intensive stud-

ies of BEP plate numbers, has
given up the effort completely in respect
to all the six-digit plate numbers in use
since April 1985. According to George
V. H. Godin, its editor, BIA's new Dur-
land Standard Plate Number Calalog
will list only the suffixes (the numbers
we collect as *‘plate numbers” on PNCs),
not the BEP plate numbers.

In addition, BIA's research into plate
nombers by John L. Larson, who is in
charge of BIA's Plate Number Check
List Service for plate numbers made
since Plate 20,001, stops with the stamps
issued April 1985, Godin said.

The reason for BIA's cutoff is that
BEP information in the past few years
has been unreliable and rife with errors.
In the past, BIA could send a person to
BEP o sit down and go over the records
to straighten out any possible mistakes.
That is no longer possible since BEP
raised the drawbridges over its moat.

A second avenue for correcting errors,
telephoning Linda Foster of USPS, ed-
itor of the BEP reports, has been closed
to philatelic journalists for more than
three years (see TPN for March 1990).

The PNC Study Group still relies on
BEP reports and will continue to do so.
But some of the data reported here and
in the PNC Catalog must be accepted
by readers as being wrong, including the
awempts by the PNC Study Group to
make sense out of inconclusive or
confiicting data.

The Smdy Group, for example, has
never been able to reconcile printing to-
tals for Plates 5, 6 and 7 of the 17¢ Elec-
tric Auto. It is believed that we will nev-
er have complete and reliable data for
the 25¢ Flag Over Yosemite or the 25¢
Honeybee. Our daia on the 2¢ Loco-
motive are study group calculations.

However, the catalog will continue ©
be as honest as il can be, telling you in
every instance when it has interpreted
BEP data, when it has had 1o depend on
smdy group calculations, when it simply
has to go with bad information and tell
you it is bad.

Under the circumstances, it's the best
we can do.

It’s also the least we cando. O

If your mailing label says "4-90," your sub-
scription has expired. Pluasa renaw.
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...but putting it out was rough

All does not go smoothly in putting to-
gether a catalog by committes.

Proposal: Leland Warzala, who had
indicated that he thought the two pre-
cancel styles on the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon
and the 12.5¢ Pushcan shonld be omit-
ted (see TPN for May 1990), told Kim
Cuniberti that it might be a good idea to
keep the information, but only for the
Pusheart.

Result: The information has been left
out for both stamps.

Proposal: Cuniberti came up with a
wonderful idea. “How about indicating
the last printing date and issue of the
Cottrell presses?” he noted on a returned
proof.

Result: We almost lost this one. Not
until the Plymouth Show, where Dr.
Frank L. Shively, Ir., was exhibiting his
83¢ Ambulances on Aprl 28, two
weeks before the catalog's date with the
ptinter, were these dates finally as-
certained. Dr. Shively spelled them out
in his exhibit. Ken Lawrence filled in the
details on the basis of a proof for his
book. .

The date the Cottrells were junked had
never been reported by BEP.

Proposal: Cumiberti, who originaily
proposed the notion that precancel gaps
move with the stopping and starting of
the press, was responsible for killing the
following  statement from  the
introduction:

When a given siamp s known on more lhan

one papes, it Is ctear prool that the slamp was
prinlad more ihan once.

The “clear proof” went up in smoke
when Cuniberti pointed out that paper
can be changed while the press keeps
running (& “flying feed”).

“T have to disagree,” Cuniberti said. "It
can indicate a different printing, but
when I see 8.3¢ Ambulance from the B
Press from Flate 1, with the gap at 5L,
on Type [ and Type II paper, I have to
believe it is one printing. The same goes
for the same stamp with the gap at 7L,
which is found on Type II and Type HI
paper.”

Result: The sentence now reads “can
indicste” instead of “is clear proof.”

Proposal: A 1towlly different dis-
cussion came from Thom E. Wheeler,
who was concerned about the disparate
prices for paired plates. He noted for ex-
ample that prices for Plate 3 (5130 for
PS/3; $140 for PS/5) on the 5.2¢ Sleigh
differed from prices for Plate 5 (3120
and $130). Shouldn’t they be the same,
he asked, since the plates were paired?

Result: The prices throughout the cat-
alog continued to refiect the average of
prices charged by dealers for a given
strip of that plate number. In many in-
stances, condition enters into the pricing
of some dealers, who are fussy about the
difference between “fine” and “very
ﬁm.Pl

Proposal: George V. H. Godin dis-
agreed with the use of “R” numbers for
second versions of a denomination in
which the design was totally different,
*You can’t say that a 17¢ Auto plate was
‘redesigned’ to become a 17¢ Dog
Sled,” he said. “You ought to go with a
different suffix on the catalog number."

Result: Welcome to the world of X, Y,
and Z. The 5¢ Mail Wagon and 17¢ Dog
Sled now are STIX and 17T2X, re-
spectively. The 05 Circus Wagon was all
set to be DST1Y before it was abruptly
postponed, leading Thom Wheeler (o
mutter aloud: “Oh, STI. Why?”

Proposal: On another level, several
mernbers of the study group disliked the
typography. Myron G. Hill, Jr., did net
like the dual headings on each page and
suggested putting one heading on left-
hand (verso) pages and another on the
right (recto).

Others did not like the square dats be-
low “Plate Number Coil Catalog 1990.”

Result: We may find a better way of
handling type next year.

Proposal: Godin has been critical for
several years about the way the comput-
er spaces some letters, especially “rn,”
which, he said, came out looking like an
“m.” Hill joined him in thar comment
this year. The techmology exists o do
something about it, but the catalog ed-
itor, Steve Esrati, has not yet leamed
how to use the computer program to do
50.
Result: As they used 10 say in Brook-
Iym, “Wait till next year!”

All the co-workers made many sugges-
tions that have been adopted. Your com-
ments are always welcome, too. After
all, ours is the catalog that listens.

Major changes this year include the ad-
dition of notations on the existence of
purple mechine cancels; discussion in
the introduction about the presses used
1o print PNCs, and a complete review of
all BEP data since 1981, to include sec-
ond and later dates on which plates were
sent to press.

In addition there are many more ad-
vertisements. [}
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$1 Seaplane’s
overall tagging
is off B Press

BEP has used a new type of tagging on
the §1 Seaplane, an overall tagging ap-
plied on the B Press by a roller with a
26-stamp interval.

The ends of the ragging roller leave an
untagged vertical stripe about 2 or 3mm
in width across the stamp.

The Postal Service never said what
kind of paper the $1 Seaplane would ap-
pear on. It turned out 1o look like phos-
phored stamps, but when Scott F. Smith
examined a long $1T1 strip in UV, he
found a gap at what he called 11L.

The gaps found by TPN were 11
stamps left of the stamp with the num-
ber: and since the stamp with the num-
ber is 1L, our find was 121.. In addition,
we found another gap at 14R, meaning
that we are back to the standard B Press
precancel and/or tagging mat, which has
an interval of 25.

The 1agging is very uniform, unlike the
motiled tagging on the 25¢ Yosemites.
All previous PNCs printed on the B
Press had block tagging.

Block tagging was adopted because
BEP said the abrasive tagging destroyed
its perforator pins. Block tagging, if in
register with the stamps, places the
tagged area so it misses the space where
the perforations go.

When USPS asked BEP to print
stamps on paper that was phosphored at
the paper mill, BEP cited broken pins as
one reason for saying no. The Postal Ser-
vice countered with its claim that it is
losing $50 miltion a year to stamp wash-
ing, and that tagging over the printing
makes washing easier. So USPS offered
to pay BEP for its broken pins.

This may have spurred BEP to aban-
don block tagging on the B Press and go
for overall tagging. That would leave a
gap every 26 stamps if the same tech-
nology is used as was used on B Press
Flag stamps. We welcome reports of
gaps other than 12L/14R.

BEP confirmed that the $1 Sezplane
was tagged on the B Press. [J
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Hoseline
lif you buy
for $50 or
more from
this ad.

Remember, the 1990 catalog is my
price list for VF. Add 25% for XF (but
that cancels out if you get the 25%
discount for buying more than $100
worth).

Some items are in limited supply.
** means I'm buying.

SPECIAL- 4¢ Stagecoach, Fiate 2, hos :
“Quotation marks®™ around |1
“18.* It also shows serlous chill- :
roller doubling at 3L and 3R. |
Plate 1 clso has the doubling. :
but no "quotation marks.” i
t have matching numbered :
1
|
1
1
1
1
{

strips of 8 of both plates, a ter-
rific way to show off chill-rcller

Qu:ttos nsr
in stip
XF $10; VP doubling.

$8; Fine $6; Pair of sfrips, infense dam-
Poor$3.50.  gge, $40; lesser damage, $25.

r
i
t
[
i
1
1
1
1
i
1
I
1
|
1
1
I
[
I
L .|
r A
' LONG STRIPS: 1
: Just in, numbered strips of 17 showing Gap 4L ana :
i 6R on 5.2¢ Slelgh, Plates 1 and 2. Scid a3 a set oniy. |
| g% 1: Condifion of Plate 1 and 2 Is Super>. The set: I
.00
: Set 2. Conditlon of both sirips Is VF. The set: $50.00 :
| 17¢ Auto, Piates 5 and 7, Type A, Gap SR (but on
| these shrips It shows up as 7L bacause of the "Auto |
| with Antenna™ mat variety at the gap). Set of 2 strips |
1 of 12, S20 XF; VF 518, 1
I 11¢ Stufz, Plate 3 with "Cloth on hood® variaty on |
! numbeted stamp. Strip of 11 to show mild chill-roller 1
1 doubling in “B" of “Bearcat* and first “3” In date. XF |
1§25, VF 52250 |
1 3.4¢ School Bus, PS/10 to show intensive chill-roller :
: damage on Piates 1 and 2. The set F only, $35. '
| 5:2¢ Sleigh, Plates 4 and 6, Gap 3Ll In stips of 10, i
1 The set: Superb $65: XF $80; VF $55: F $50 i
1 10.9¢ Hansom Cab, Piate 2, low enlry 2L, stip of 10, |
1 Gap 3R. Fine only, $80. |
t 17¢ Aulo, Pictes 5 or 7 instrips of 10, Type €, Gap dL. |
I XFS528,VFS25,F 522. 1
[ .|

UARIETIES IN STOCK

1TV, chinged pale. F, PS5
115, Type  prgee, . PSS 3.5
TGV, erack 1. VF, PS5 900
116, Type i paper, VF. PSS k¥
202, oing ek 4L, Tewhead, PS5 250
2132, smowing 7,9, PS5 50
ANE, sokng T oal, W, PS5

-] {0
T3, Talon T,VF, IS5 10
215, Lyoing break 4L, s-ewhead, P36 250
*TOV2. 2 hugs ol o, PS5, F i
278, tageing bmake A_ PS5 250
210, i bresk L, P56 250
ZHI, tging bk AL PS6 250
2010, taygny; break 3, PSG 5

TV, spike, g number, Sirkg of§ 600
14, Fiaming Wagon, Sticof 5 am
ITON1H, 15t umand tont., S¥ip ol A0
JIXVIcE, 2ncupward eont Strp ol a0

SPECEAL: SET OF 3 WAGDNS 70.00
34, o perind on Org, PG, m momier,

par 150

Same, strip ol 4 15
4THH, crok inder whed, [0 Pumiey,

oS 200
4 971P, Harl braie A, VF 2000
4474, bng whig, PS5, VF 1600
4,74 shod whip, PSS, VF 00

Same, )F 20
4 9T4P 6 21 XF, PS5 1500

Same, Gap 1L )F P36 W

Sam, Lin G, P7. XF, 1600

Same, No Gag, PS5, XF x50
A 3TEPYE ang 16, Ralw Crack and

o, furmter cut, meching et 10000
4 JT6PV1, Buggy Fein, Superb, PSS 5000

Ps:llnmmlmh'mm:w 1350

Same, Pae 2 XF 1875
© 5213 No G, SeighWhip L PSS.VF 5.0
SZT3P, Spll plae rurher, PS3 1500
:- HASH MARK -:
52“? G 3. PS10,Superd 1mm_.
555% Burneg nuibey, ceacy seen, PS5, VF
Same, crack vety, vy i, PS5, W 000
GTIPV1, Biobs 1R, PS5, VF om
LATIP, col undee *1"of 1208 PSS, 5.00

TATA, Blown tios, PSS, )F, 7500
A3T1PY2, Line Gz, PS5, N plale aum ber
(Troen gy o but miscu} ) i ol miscul)

120
4371, Low, wiode xember, PS5, )F 5000
83T1P, Low, whvote numbes, G25 R, PS5, XF

am
wmmm.mzmmm
PS5, Superd
85TIP, umm:mmmm
EFQ, P36, F,
QUMY U, i, PS8, F 1sm
Same, Poor {nember cle, lire doss ot
ieh) 1200
93021, U e, ik, PS5, WF 9
Q3FIPVE, Ure Ga, Smokm g, )F. PS5 4200
$3TIPV1 3nd FPVic, Smoking g and contieuztion,
Line gap, PS 10, metching sal, F Bo.00
r T 7] T G
[ 9.31P, fap 3L PSI10,WF 1

0 |
LIRS B, L L 100

0TIV, Atery shedl | PS8, Supesb, bil !
1011V3 Fying typren PS5, Supery 1500
0T1VS, Dct over 1° of 0L, PS8 Suptd 700
10T, spouting "1 in st 1™ of *1011, Stripoi & o
numder, Super 5
101TIPA, mmmtmm 150
10T1PY3, Flying hyoren, PS5, Supey 1500
1Ul;g4.mll.&lud5 md, Superhy

TOTIPYT, Peched parmt, st 105, 0 £.0F 1500

TITIVY, Brake show, M2 SHD OIS, )F, 1350
]

Same, 1075
ITIPY2, Hosstina M, SIfp3, reAF 3000
1ITIV2 Brek In ewder v carraned pizi nom-

ber, PSS, )F, 1300

Same, PS3 1250
1173, 2rrow on hood & 2, PSS, VF 1250
15.7T1PYI, Spitind pogcors, PSIS,F - 1700

Save, PS5, VF 20
T, ging treak A VF e

Same Prae 2. W 150
17T, Taging Gap 31 Typa W gaper, Supent, PS5,

mmmaummu phosphoy
|m Tmrnwlﬂnll e Supert, PSE,

mmmmum 1250

1000
IﬂM.&ulﬁnm P5.Suped 1290
1TTIVY, (e, )F. PS5 1500
17TTVZ ook over E, Poor (ziear nurmer, ine misees

pert) PS5 150
ATT7, chipped joint e, PSS, ¥F 1259

1EM3PY2, Monunest, doll 20 XF.PSS 600
18TV, lightving bok, PS5, Supet 1450

1875, anterra on surey, wantad, 5y $7.50

T8TIN, ighining ok, PS5, Superh A0
Same, F 10

1T, wmmmrss\sm 50
Same. F nm

AT MOy ) PSR OF 10000
TSV, Wounded P." PS5, VF 150
2ATIAVY, Ralvoatt s, f6 £, S5, 0F 2750
AT1PYIE, Contingtion, no 4, SR of S )F 750

ZMiN, Horeybes, short 1 with et & Press, PSS;
I3 25
[ oy
I 43¢ Double Gepe i
I Piwte 1,Gap 2R, P57, Row 4, VF 10,08 1
| Pe2,Gay R P57, Row s, VF 1008 |
| PoeS,Gip 2 PST, Row 3, .
[Tl o kow, bt 0 Flah Grac) 100
) P, Gap 2R P57, Row 4, F 100 3
| Puted,Gap 2R, PS7, Row 8, VF 100 1
| Puted Gop 2, PS7, Row 3, VF M 1
| Phed,Gap 2R, PS7, Rowd, VF 00§
b o - —— — — 4
P.0. Box 20130
Shaker Haights, OH 44120
(218) 561-9393

Dealing in PNC variglies since
1985. Also a complete stock of
reguiar PNCs, priced according
tothe 1990 )

PNCSG, PNC?, APS, BIA
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Catalog corrections and updates®

Catalog updates
No updates yet to the 1990 Catalog.

Catalog corrections

Page 14—When we switched 1o the X
suffix for stamps with a different design,
we forgot the 3¢ Conestoga Wagon. The
catalog number should read 3TI1X.
(Scott Smith)

Page 29—10.1T2Pi and 10.1T3Pi, the
foomate incorrectly says gaps exist 13
stamps apart. They are 26 stamps apart.
(Scont Smith)

Pages 58, 59—The note under “How
to use these checklists” refers to Ap-
pendices C and D. It should say Ap-
pendices D and E.

Page 65—The table showing B Press
precancel gaps is incomplete for the
10.1¢ Oil Wagon with the red precancel,
This was indicated by the “Errata” in the
Table of Contents. A more complele ta-
ble appears below. Gap 1R has been re-
ported but not seen by the PNC Smdy
Group. (Scott Smith, Kim Cuniberti) [}

Faca  Dasign

Page 44—The pre-

101 il Wagon

cancel for 21TIP is Red precancel

described as black
Style 13. It should say
red. {Scott Smith)

Page 44—Two can-
celation dates are giv-
en for 25T2. The plate
was canceled 09/23/
88.

Save Aug. 23-26
for PNC3 at
STaMpsHOW

The Plate Number Coil Collectors
Club (PNC3) will stage its annual meet-
ing at STaMpsHOW in Cincinnati.

The APS shindig will run from Aug.
23 to Aug. 26.

The show will be the final event in this
vear'’s World Series of Philately, with
winners from APS regional shows com-
peting for the grand award.

In addition, there will be an open
stamp and philatelic literature exhibi-
tion. [Neither TPN nor the Plate Number
Coil Catalog will be entered because
Steve Esrad doesn’t believe in buying
himself an award.]

More than 100 dealers are expected at
the bourse in the Cincimat Convention
Center.

The PNC3 meeting, among other
things, shouid include the installation of
a new president because President Don
Eastman is ineligible for re-election.

Ballots were to be included in this
month’s issue of Coil Line. ]

“F” stamp to show tulip

Despite BEP documents saying there
would be orchids on “F”’ stamps, a BIA
tour of the Bureau during NAPEX saw
the stamps and saw that they show -
Iips, not orchids. (1

Washburn notes earlier@
EKUs in Coil Line

Writing in the June issue of Coil Line,
the monthly- journal of PNC3, Robert
Washburn has added several earlier
dates for earliest known usage of PNCs,

Washburmn has advanced the date for
the following PNCs, listed in order of
their appearance in the 1990 PNC
Cataiog:

Page 2—20F6, Plate & of the 20¢ Flag
from Aug. 19, 1982, to Aug. 2, 1982,

Page 3-—20F10, Plate 10 of the 20¢
Flag from Feb. 9, 1984, to Feb. 7, 1984,

Page 3—20F11, Plate 11 of the 20¢
Flag from March 22, 1984, 1o March 20,
1984,

Page 33—14T3, Plate 3 of the 14¢ Ice-
boat from Jan. 25, 1986, to Jan. 21.

Page 43—20T15, Plate 16 of the 20¢
Fire Pumper from June 30, 1982, to June
23,1982, O

rm“““n"""""ﬂﬁ
y | goofed 3
1 In designing Joe R. Lane’s ad in Lhe

1990 DNC Catalo, [ left out his tefe- §
§ phone number. Therefore, | hereby
¥ resolve to run his nuaber free in TON §
 for » year 8s en adlet.

Stere Lovals
INTAGLIO MISSING. No black Heneynes. no

§
§
{
plate number. A pair, #nsl $180. Joe & Lane, P.O.
i Box 31021, Houston, Tex, 77035, (713} 774-3970. i

ol

How's that, Joe?

65

Book-collectors’ edition
Transportation Coil Issues
by Joseph Agris, MD.

Only 80 of 500 remain
$27 postpaid

r"-- ey

el e

Cam # Expirss

Name:

Adidress

Ciy Zan___ 1®

Telephone( ____)

Tioat sexiarts pieam xid Pk oies
P.O. Box 20373

Houston, Texas 77225-0373

ADLETS
Classified ads are 15 cents a
word. There is no charge for your
address. Members of PNC? are
entitled to ene 25-word free ad-
let each year.

UNTAGGED ERRORY: Sreacwagon, Yosamile, olhers lor
\rate or sale. Untagged coils on commersial covers on ap-
proval. Buying lag variclies. TAG SHIFT HARRY Muyeg-
genbur, 3525 Bl Gourt, Carmichas), CA 95604, (5-80)

DENNIS CHAMBERLAIN has a deal you can'l atiord o
pass up. See below. (4-50)

NOW ILLUSTRATED! PNC VARIETIES ($12.50) and PNCS
ON COVER ($7.50), 10890 edilows. Lets ol new listings!
Special: Save $2 when you buy both, $18 pestpzid. Reb
Washbura, P.0. Box 840, Skowhegan, ME (M978 [4-90)

USED Transporiation plate aumber singles, pairs and strips.
Very challenging, inleresting, and inexpensive. Some cov-
818 alse. Price lisl 1or SASE. Max Hickax, Box 21081, Den-
ver, Colo, 80221, (5-90}

1989 LIGHTHOUSE PNC stip supplement: $25 fist, my
price $21.25. No supplamend this year for singles aibem.
Esrall, P. 0. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120

BLYING PNC FDCS. Wiite first. Thomas G, 19959 Havi-
land Ave., Bronx, NY 10472, (4-90)

COVERS WANTED: Any wilh 17¢ Aulo for third class or
for 2 ounce first class. Also other reiiaile Mird-lass us-
ages. Maka olfer o Lenz, 37211 Alpet Dr., Slerling His., M|
48077 {4-90)

COMPLETE Lightouse PNC album in 2 binders, §320,
Steve Esrali, £.0. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120,

COLLECT GERMANY? | provide a specialized new issues
sevice at 15% over face. Colls, bookels, horizontal pairs
Irom coil stamps, FD shesliels, annual book with black
print. Wrile for details. Esrai, P. 0. Box 20130, Shaker
Heights, OH 44120

LITERATURE BARGAIN: 5 Esrall catalogs (1995, 1985,
1987, 1984, 1989) lor $40, Wanled: USPS Philateiic Cat-
aiogs belore April 1082, Ken Lawrence, P.0. Sox 2568,
Jackson MS 33207, (4-80)

JOIN THE CLUH, [oin PMC3/ For defalls, wrile Erc Rus-
50w, P.C. Box 7386, Des Moines, tA 50309,

ENDOW A LIBRARY. Glve a 1990 Calalog lo a philatettc
figrary. $12.00. P.0.B, 20130, Shaker Helghls, OH 44120,

INVENTORY REDUCTION special. 50% off hat my mint
PNG slrips, FOCs, gum, gaps, color varedies. List #16E,
send SASE. Cennis Chamberiain, P.O. Box 753, Col
ITerville, TN 38017. (4-50)

MISSING vour 1090 calalog? 2 copies came back without
labels. Was one yours? Weile Catalog, P.0. Box 20130
Shaker His. OH 44120.
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BEP data solve Bee mysteries

Continued from Page 59

Plare 6 was made Sept. 29, 1988, the
very day, we believe, the attempt was
made to print on Plate 3. We are now
confident that Plate 6 does exist. (In Jan-
uary, Ken Lawrence had questioned the
existence of Plate 6, a plate that was nu-
merically out of sequence because no
Plate 5§ was then known. )

An intaglio plate with these dimen-
sions (18 rows) would have been nec-
essary to print Honeybees in roll sizes
larger than 100 because larger coils re-
quires 18-row width. It is likely, there-
fore, that if Plate 6 stamps ever turn up,
they will be on large (3,000-stamp) rolls.

Mystery #4
What’s with Plate 3?

As mentioned above, we now beliave
no stamps were ever printed from in-
taglio Plate 3.

Mystery #5

Lacking D Press data

The BEP report through December
does report on offset plates made for the
D Press being sent 1o press. Only data
through September could be amalyzed
for this issue. However, this mystery
ends as no mystery at all.

We do have a new mysiery,

Mystery #11
What happened Oct. 217

We now have a report of a press run on
QOct. 21, 1988, The BEP report indicates
that no stamps were printed on this press
run. Five 18-row Optiforma plates were
used in this ill-fated run.

Could this be the press run that pro-
duced the Honeybees on phosphored
paper that were later found to have had
insufficient tagging and were destroyed?
If so, BEP would be comect in saying
that no stamps were produced.

The plates that shrank

More than anything else, we must tack-
le the mystery of the 20-row plates that
changed into 18-row plates.

As indicated on Page 4 of the January
issue, one expianartion for the change in
plaie size could have been that the BEP
reports had been in error.

BEP plata activity through Dacember 1989

CAT  SERIES PLATE  ASSIGNED TOPRESS CANCELED  SuBJ. IMPRESS, Max, PNCs PREIS
25F7  FLAG 1812737 L1RBR IR0 Dezyme 480 6,651,308 133,226,000 [
5F8  FLAG  1R13848  1208M8  12A187%8 D8Ze/MA 432 4,217,500 75,015,000 ¢
IF) FLAG 1816649 mivmd 480 c
5FI0 FLAG 18254510 USZZZ/M0 0GB  12/02/'M 400 540,300 10,806,000 c
BFI3 FLAG  18S4713 108789 480 c
25F14  FLAG  1B4B-M 1108 490 C
251 BEE 180041 448 0SA/BB D2/ 432 3,085,760 55543842 c
25M2 BEE 1805272 (768 077088 05725W9 400 3,044,712 BOB4 240 D
M5 BEE 1827315 mS/NAMe 480 D
TATIPi TRANS 1B2560-¢  O4/1a/9 :;,l‘owﬂg 468 |
G4TIP TRANS 180445-1 (62288 (071338  DG21/M0 468 1,807,008 28,925,000 ]
BATIP TRANS 1230113 DRSO 468 ]
I0.IT3R TRANS  1B7104-3 o7/

IZTIPR TRANS 17B145-1  C420M7 050287 121289 460 156,248 2812320 B
132T1P TRANS 1804031  OGN5/88 OGM5/ES  BO/11/89 468 3,960,500 71,230,000 B
132T2P TRANS 1841397 OAZWED 1ur,=zr,g 468 B

1M

15TV TRANS 18008B-1 (4208 052288 OwZ&m 468 1,348,500 24273000
1512 TRANS 1626342 O4/20/M9 468 B
I67TIP TRANS  180276-1 (52588 0520/  ONZWH9 468 3,020,308 54,527 500 ]
I67T2P TRANS  18376-2 0609789 082%M 468 B
175T1P TRANS 1784531 (708/87 DB/1B%7 121498 458 367,500 6615000
205TIP TRANS  180748-1  CA0/MA 10M19/89

2P TRANS 1804501  (6R0/B8 1111599

$ITL TRANS 1843700 09/22% 468 ]

BEP UPDATE—Table shows ail new data {printed bold) on PNCs in the latest BEP

plate-activily report through Dec. 31, 1989.

That view was advanced by Ken Law-
renice, long an advocate of the idea that
one should not take BEP reports too lit-
erally because of the profusion of errors
they contain. ’

It now tums out that Lawrence was
correct. Some plates that had been as-
signed (manufactured) as 20.row plates
had been reported to have contained
only 1B rows when they were sent to
press.

While it is possible (though unlikely)
for a plate to become narrower, it is to-
tally impossible for it to become wider.

Now we ieam that those 18-row plates
grew back to 20 rows when the plates
were canceled.

This leads to agreement with Law-
Tenice’s conclusion that the whole thing
was just a bunch of typographical errors.

No more Optiforma?

New offset plates have been assigned,
but all were made for the D Press
through December 1989. This seems 1o
indicate that BEP has given up on using
Optiforma product for this complex
printing job.

But from the daily production reports
obtained by Rich Nazar under his Free-
dom of Information Act request, we
know of a Honeybee printing on Sept.
19, 1989, on the C Press.

This gives rise to the suspicion that
some Optiforma product was still in pro-

duction in 1989. The BEP report shows
only D Press offset plates.

Nazar's reports show that Optiforma
product was fed to the C Press on Sept.
19, 1989. We do not know when the Op-
tiforma printing took place. We do know
it did not take place that week because
Nazar was not sent a report on the Op-
tiforma Press because it was not in use
that week,

What’s ahead?

The Plate Number Coil Study Group
has had o give up one Honeybee
Project.

We had attempted 1o work out press
runs by comparing impression figures
and carrying over some excesses on a
given plate to another press nun.

This might have worked if we had
compiete BEP reports. Unfortunately,
with BEP reporting some data “un-
available™ {on D Press Process Yellow 5
with 20 rows, for example), the math-
emaltical exercise becomes impossible.

We will, however, cantinue to provide
as much information as possible on each
and every offset piate.

Meanwhile, our data on intaglio plates,
has been filled in a hair by the cancela-
tion of Plates 1 and 2 and a hint that
more Honeybees were printed from an-
other intaglio plate. We look forward to
the first reports of that new Honeybee
plate number. Stay alert. [
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A. Oﬂlltnrml gd't“' 18 rows wide

COLOI FAX PLATE ASSIGNED TOPRESS CANCELED  IMPRESS. NOTES

Sat A6. Entira prn:s run produced no stamps.

Magenta 1803506 Jun 14,1988 Oct21, 1088 un 22,1989  NONE

Process Yellow os 180391-6  Jun 14,1988 Oc121, 1968 Jun 22,1989  HONE

PMSYstiow 08 I80M6-8  Jun2Z 1988 Oc12), 1968 unz22, 1989  NONE

cm 06 1803896  Jun 14,4988 Oci21,1968 un 22,1989  NOME

8 10 180440-10 Jun2t,1988 Oci21, 1988 WnZ22, 1989  NOWE

Dala too :kelchy 1o calcuiate pms runs or imprassions.

Lyan 1804367 20,1988 Jun 24, 1988 J:n 22, 1989 52610

Cyan m 180568-8 Jul 11 1088 Jul 18, 1988 Jun 22, 40B0  560.920

Cyan 09 105040  Jul181DB8  NEVER Jun22,1989  NOWE

£yan 10 IBIN0-T0 Oct20,1968  MEVER Jun22,1988  NONE

Magenta 07 184377 Jun20,1968  NEVER Jun22.1983  NOMNE

Magenla 1905690 Jui11,1968  NEVER Jun22.1989  NOKE

Process Yeliow 05  180320-5  Jun1, 1968 Jun 20, 1988 Jun 22,1980 1002650

PMSYellow 07 1804337 Jun20,1988 Jul 11,1988 Jun22.1889  NONE

PMSYsllow 09 1B0S70-9  Jul11, 1968 NEVER n22,1989  NONE

Black 09 190340 Jun14, 1968 Jul 20,1988 Ain22. 1989 461880

Black 1M 1810811 Ocl 20, 1568 NEVER un2Z,1989  NONE

B. Optiforma plates, 20 rows wide.

Cvan 06 1806436  Augd, 1968 5ep 19,1988 Jn22, 1989 43450

Cyan 1] 1807838  Aug 18, 1988 Auq 18, 1988 Jun 22,1569  96Z,010 Assigned ax S00; To press as
45(; Canceled as 500

Cyan 09 180789  Aug 18,1968 NEVER Jun22, 1969  NONE

Cyan 10 190910-10  Sep 14, 1988 MEVER Jin22, 1989  NONE

Magenta 01 180531  JulB 1989 Jut11,1988 Min22 1989 710,500 Lisked in S B1 in January TPN

Magentz 05 1806685  Aup2, 1988 Aug 15 1988 Jun 22, 1989 1,261,780 Assigned as 500; To press.as
450; Cancied 25 500

Magents 06 1907976 Aug22 1968 NEVER JinZ2. 1969  NOKE

Magenia 07 1807987 Aug 22, 1904 NEVER Jun22 1989  NOWE

Process Yallow 03 1806323  Jul25, 1968 Jut 26, 1988 Jun 22,1989 1,683,720

77 Yellow 4 1906564  Aug2 1968 NEVER Lin22,1969  NONE Probably Process yellow

77 Yellow 1] 19067D-5  Aug2 1968 Aug 15, 1988 Jun 22,1969  £50,900 Assigned a3 500; To press as
450, Cancaled a3 500. { Probably
Process yellow)

PMSYafiow (2 1805012 JulB, 1968 Sep 14, 1988 Jun 22,1989 1£93.720

PMSYellow 03 1806333  Jul25, 1988Aug 15, 1988 Jun 22 1969 1,028 700 Assipned as 500; To press as
450; Cancated 23 500

PMSYehow 04 107054 Aug 22, 1968 NEVER Jn22 1989  KOMNE

PMSYellow 05 130893-5  Sen i, 1980 NEVER Jun22 1088  NONE

77 Yellow 06 1807086 Aug22 1969 NEVER Jun22, 1989  NONE

Black M 1805674 Aup2 1988 NEVER Jun22 1989  NGNE

Black o 180784-7  Aug 17, 1988 Aug 23, 1988 Jun 22, 1989 550,900 Assigned ax 50K; To ress as
45(; Canceieg a3 500

Black 08 1903008  Aug22. 1088 NEVER Jun22, 1089  NONE

Black 09 1908019 Aug22, 1968 NEVER Jun22, 1963  NONE

E. D Press ofisat plale: 20 rows wida

Cyan 13 18270313 1, 1989

Cyan 1 182798-14 May 10, 1989

Cyan 15 182910-15 May 11,1989

Nagenia 4 1911404 Ocl 26,1968 Wov1, 1383 Jun22 1969 107500

fied 15 192785-15 May 10, 080 BEP maid plale red, not magenta

Red 16 132797-16  May 10, 1989 BEP said plala red, not magenia

Ped 17 152807-17 May 11, 1089 BEP aaid piale red. not magenta

Process Yallow 05 181141-8  Ocl 26, 1908 Jun 22, 1089 Dallgunmihhlnunilmm
or 10 press

Process Yellow 13 182796-13  May 10, 1989

Process Yallow 14 132908-14 May 11, 1988

PMSYellow 13 182780-13 May, 1989

PMSYellow 14 18278114 May§, 1980

PMSYullow 15 1B2795-15  May 10, 1989

PMSYellow 16 132806-16 May 11, 1989

PMSYellow 17 1R2808-17 May 11, 1969

PMSYellow 18 18281218 May 11, 196

Black 21 18270121 May 11980

Black 2 1822 Maw 1, 1889

Black 21 1RIO-Z May 10,1989

Black 24 IRBI-Z4 May 11,1989

Huneypi::o imaglio plales

CAT TE ASSIGNED  TOPRESS CANCELED IMPRESS. SUBJ. Max PHCs NOTES

25M1 180011 /1488 051388  0621/89 1085768 432 55543842 CPrexs 38

25M2 180527-2 G705/88 0772088  05/25/89 044,112 480 60,894,240 DPrexs20

25M3 130835-3 09/73m8  09/29/8  1101/88 KONE 432 NONE O Press 20

25K 1824794 0404180 40 DPiess 20

25M5 1827316 0SA3A0 480 DPrass 28

25M6 1800676 a2 DPrexn i

08/23/88
Nelst: Plate 5 is a new plale. Cancelation data new for Plates 1and 2

67

New BEP mysteries
include 19-row
plate, tagging color

A special tour through BEF by an elits
group of BIA members attending NAP.
EX allowed peeks at the C and D presses
and the Goebel coiling equipment.

At the C Press, a supervisor whose
name was Sussex, explained how 18-,
19-, and 20-row printings of Yosemite
Flag stamps are made.

The 18-row printing takes place on
paper that is 1812 inches wide and has
marginal markings at the top and bot-
tom; it is handled by the Huck coiler,
which the visitors were not shown. The
Huck lines up stamps by the seivage
markings.

The 20-row printing uses paper 2014
inches wide and has the same marginal
markings aithough it is handled by the
Goebel coiler, which does nat need the
selvage mariings for registration. It uses
the stamp image to do so.

The 19-row stamps use the narrow
paper but a 20-row plate, with one row
not printed. To do this, a cut-down fiber
roller is used but the same inking-in roll-
er and sleeve as for a 20-row printing.

The fiber roller is an impression roller
and applies 20 tons of pressure. It has
nothing to do with tagging, so a theory
expressed here that it may be the source
of screening in tagging has to be dis-
carded as wrong.

BEP has been asked for details on 19-
TOW printing.

Charles Teschemacher ook out his UV
light after he received the new PNC Car-
alog to examine his stamps.

While looking at strips from Plate 13
of the 25¢ Yosemite, Teschemacher no-
ticed that they seemed to luminesce in a
different color than other phosphored
Yosemites. The tagging seemed a green-
er color, & sort of lime yellow. Other
strips were a grayish blue-green.

What Teschemacher found had been
previously noticed by Ken Lawrence,
but Lawrence had only a single copy, so
he was not certain that what he saw was
constant.

Teschemacher speculated that the
greener strips just had more phosphor.

It now wmmns out that on Plate &, both
types of tagging may be found.

All reports from readers are always
most welcome. [
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Indispensable

By Stephen G. Esrati

Lina's Plata Number Coil Handbook, by Ken
Lawrence, Linn's Stamp News, Sidney, Chio. 354
pages. $14.95 soft cover; $30 library edition.

Make no mistake about it. Ken Law-
rence’s beok, planned when Lawrence
was still writing the PNC column for
Stamp  Collector, is  absolutely
indispensable to every PNC collector.

The approach used is chronological for
all coil stamps issued since 1981, wheth-
er they bear numbers or not. Here, in ex-
tensive detail, are facts about each
stamp's postal and philatelic history.
This includes not only the dry-bones
facts from Postal Service handouts, the
statistical data from flawed BEP reports,
but also the background of first-day
covers, postal need and public usage, the
controversies over questionable FDCs,
even the people (this reviewer included)
who put life into PNCs.

The book, however, has two weak-
nesses. Many of the pictures simply do
not show what Lawrence wanted them to
illustrate. This, of course, is not Law-
rence’s fault. But here's a case in point.
Page 95 shows a strip of five of Plate 3
of the 2¢ Locomotive. The caption says
it shows the “‘Smoking (" variety.
There's not a irace of the variety in the
picture, Perhaps it might have been vis-
ible if a single stamp had been photo-
graphed instead.

The other weakness, however, may be
anributed 10 Lawrence himself. As may
have been apparent when Lawrence suc-
ceeded me as Linn's PNC writer, our in-
terests are dissimilar. Lawrence is more
interested in postal history, usage, and
FDCs than I am. His book clearly dem-
onstrates his interests by omitting things
in which he appears not to be interested,

One aspect of PNC collecting that is
almost entirely missing is the collection
of PNC coil labels. Despite a detailed
discussion of the two papers used for the
25¢ Yosemite, no mention is made of
the labels that identify the phosphored
stamps with a "P.”

Mentioned only in a few cases where
the subject was unavoidable, as on the
Yosernites and the 18¢ Washington
Monument stamps, is stamp paper.

In fact, the discussion of paper in
regard to the 18M stamps is incomplete.
Mentoned are the original British and
Canadian papers; unmentioned entirely
are the dry-gum papers used on stamps
bearing the cylinder numbers 33333 and
43444,
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[Lawrence explained this shortcoming
as being dictated by the difficulties
inherent in writing current philatelic
history. The galleys on these 1985
stamps were “closed” when the new
paper was found in 1988 and Linn's, in a
monumental effort o get the book into
production, prevented Lawrence from
amending and revising “closed"
maiterial.]

Mentioned where Lawrence had a
story to tell, as in Frank Marrelli's
finding of the “Railroad Tracks” on
21T1P, are constant plate varieties. But
don’t expect Lawrence's book o be
authoritative on varieties, which he
deprecates in referring to the founders of
the Plate Number Coil Study Grounp as
having “a zeal for flyspeck varietes”
because we started as collectors of the
West German Building Series of 1948,

[The first PNC “flyspeck” I heard of
was the Linn's report that a2 “major plate
crack™ had been found on the 4.9¢
Buckboard. Linn's called it a "‘buggy
whip.” [t was not even mentioned in the
1985 Catalog of Plate Number Coiis.)

Lawrence'’s aversion [0 varieties means

his book won't explain the mysterious
line across several rows of the 21.1M
starnp, nor mention the three-row crack
on 3T1X. Flyspecks?

This handbook is indispensable. It
presents the first compiladon of
quantities actually shipped (data that
allowed the addition of “Total PNCs™ 10
the 1990 Plate Number Coil Catalog). Tt
lists sizes of rolls in which each PNC
was availeble, although this is sadly not
broken down by plate number.

Also completely new is a postal rate
table to beat all postal rate tables. Again,
this reflects Lawrence’s interest in postal
history, specifically in false frankings to
meet rates not seen on the stamps,

Here's an example to illustrate the
point.

Lawrence cites the current 24.1¢ rate
for large, unsorted, first-class mailings in
which the address includes a nine-digit
ZIP code. The first stamp to meet that
rate was 21,1M1P, which could be used
as an authorized false franking until OcL
9, 1988, about six months after the new
rate began. Oct. 9, incidentally, left a
short gap, because 24.1T1P was not
issued until Oct, 26.

The table is enormously helpful to
cover collectors who try o understand or
describe frankings.

Ken Lawrence’s handbook on PNCs

®
® becomes our hobby’s encyclopedia

Linn’s handbook broke a mle at
Linn's, It was published in an edition of
4,000, according o Michael Laurence,
the publisher and editor of Linn's. Nor-
mally, Linn's publishes nothing unless it
is expected to sell at least 5,000 copies.

Early sales, not counting NAPEX,
were in excess of 1,300, Laurence said,
the hottest-selling item Linn's has ever
published.

The small printing poses the question
raised when Linn's reported that 32.6%
of its readers collect PNCs. If some
25,000 readers collect PNCs, a larger
printing would have been safe.
Apparently, even Amos Press is not
convinced of the accuracy of its
pollsters’ finding on PNC collecting.

Lavrence said this year's poli of
readers found a higher percentage of
readers collecting PNCs, “something
around 36%."

Richard J. Nazar, a coniributing editor
to the PNC Catalog, ofien urges me to
include yet another new collecting
interest on the theory that the catalog
should be an encyclopedia of PNCs, If
the material does not lend itself w the
sort of shorthand employed in a catalog,
it is sometimes impossible to meet his
requests. But Lawrence, with a different
goal, faced no such limitation, so what

has come forth is a concise,
encyclopedic work on almost every
aspect of PNCs.

Lawrence's skills at faci-checking also
came into play so that every fact in the
book was either dug up by Lawrence or
checked by him to make sure of its

accuracy.

Some of the book is just plain good
reading, as when Lawrence tried to pin
down the former owner of the House of
Famam about the provenance of some
highly suspicious FDCs that were almost
certainly backdated.

Some of the information has been
around quite a while, but this is the first
time it is all inside one set of covers.

Making the bock even more useful is a
very good index, broken down into
several parts, that allow collectors to
look up specific things.

Lawrence also had the benefit of the
vast resources of Amos Press, including
the ability to print on slick paper with
finely screened photographs, which
make Linn's Plate Nuwmber Coil
Handbook an zbsolute must for every
PNC collector. O
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25¢ Flag over Yosemite

Roll sizes (preliminary) BUYING

Plais Key Platn Koy i
1 8 5 A 8i  AB” A ARollsof 100
1 B%C* 5 A 8 — B Rollsof 500
il bpoiEe ERRORS
& BCD 8 A 16 A 0 Rollsal s
3 B 7 — 1M A 10,000
3 60 i A 1% A i Phasphored
4 B 8 B 4 — * Ponlabel
—  Linreparted

FREAKS,

New reports on Yosemites

Plate 1, on phosphored paper, was issued in rolls of 500 (re-
ported by Cuniberti) and 3,000 (reported by Dr. Rabinowitz).
The 500 rolis have a new label in which the “500" is larger but
the “P"" is smaller. The *P" is under the “PS$” in “USPS" and is
perpendicular to “USPS.”

Reports are urgently requested from any reader who might
be able to fill in the gaps in the table above where dashes in-
dicate that no information has been reported.

An illustration of the label for a roll of 500 with the smaller
“500" and the crooked ‘P" may be found on Page 54, Ap-
pendix A, of the 1990 Piate Number Coil Catalog.

BTal

imperforates, Colors omitted,

Perf shifts, Color shifts,
Miscuts, etc.

MONTCLAIR |
STAMP CO. |

A

NEVER LEAVE HOME wilhoul a UV lamp Irom Lighthouse. Posatle, baliery-powered,
ideal lor siamp shows. Long Wave (for paper types, high triles and foreign tagping) $13.95.

Short Wave (for U.S.. Slish lagging) $29.95. TPN Special, bolh famps $40 posipaid. (In (215) 728-7836

Ohio, please add 7% tax) Slephen G. Esrall, P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heighls, OH 44120.

216 561-3383, P.0. Box 38 Cheltenham, Pa. 19012 &
15% OFF on it Lighthouse supplements, Mich calalogs, Staniey Gibbons catalogs. Ste- Member: APS, BIA, PF

phen G. Esrafl, P.D. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, O 44120. {216) 561-9393.

1989 SUPPLEMENT 1o sF" Hingeless

o Lighth ©
¢ LIGNINOUSe "csrhrasm, .

1989 W for Album Part 2 Lighthousa ltem No. of Pages " Price
(B, C/D & Andrectti Press (REGULARS and PRECANCELS)
STRIPS {PS 2 or PS 5/PS 7) hingeiass, with SF mounta N 53 PNC SF/19e8 9 USSs 25.00

Note: No 1989 supplements issued this time for the ordinary and hingeless MINT or USED SINGLES albums.
(n view of ralatively few new issues during 1989, pius the availability of quite a number of blank squares (with mounts}, supplements will anly be
fumnished again next ysar. Itis the interest of both collactors and the publishers to get along with a sensible minimum of so-called ,replacement
pages".

Some time during Juiy 1590, after the atoresaid surpmmanta will have become available in North America, the complete sets of album PAGES, too,
will be up-dated to include the new pages and will thereafter be suppiied as follows:

PNC Sets of Period No. of Pages SFE-Hingaiess.

Pages Reguler Hing Pages
PNC STRIPS PS 3/PS 5/P8 T (Reguiars & Precanceis)
Part 1: COTTHELL Presa/Joint line/Reg. overall lagged 1981/85 62 —_— -= | E3PNC/t 8F US S 170.00
Part 2: Other presses/No joint lina/Reg. biock tagged 1981/89 40 _— e | SIPNC/2SF LSS 111,00
PNC SINGLES ﬁogl.h! & Pracancels)
Part |: COTTRE ress/Joint line/Reg. cverall tagged 1981/85 13 53 Cs1 US$2000 | 53CS/1 SFUSS 35.00
Part Il Cther presses/No joint line/Reg. block tagged 1981/88 14 53 CsAl USS§2150 | S3C8/1t 8F USS 4200
PERFECT 2-post turn-bar Binder with ,,USA" on apine DR-53 US § 53.00
EXCELLENT 13-ring Bindar (without name of country an spine) DE-red UsS § 5400
SLIP CASE KA-red US % 2400

It's a matter of parsonal prefarence whathar to chooss a PERFECT or an EXCELLENT binder. |n view of the lengths of particularly the PS 7 mounts,
the editors feel inclinad ta recommend the DE-red binder for items No. 53 PNC/1 & 2 SF, since the pages are getting bent lass when baing turned over.

Plaase place your order with your favorile dealer or sise contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS, INC., P. O. Box 705, Hackensack, NJ 07602-0705.

Canadian residents will request Canadian-Daoliar-Prices from thair Canadian dealer or contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS (CAN,) LTD.
New Adress: 255 Duke St., Monirsal, Que. H3C 2M2, Canads.
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Paper types

By Kim Cuoniberti

Since the first of the year, Richard
Nazar and I (along with several other
paper-type enthusiasts: Scott Adams and
Scott Smith to name but two) have
continued to add to our repertoire of
identification tests. In the process we
uncovered a previously overlooked
earlier appearance of Type I paper.

Most of the recent material has been
held out of the 1990 Plare Number Coil
Catalog pending further research. Rich
and 1 would love to get any and all
feedback, pro or con, on the new
techniques described below or on any
new ones we have not yet discovered.

We really can wse all the results from
the sampling of other PNC material 1o
confirm or deny what we have done so
far. So please let us know what you
discover by looking through your own
collection. If you can go beyond that,
GREAT!

As you may recall, Ken Lawrence and
others had pointed out the shortfalls of
examining the gum to identify paper
type, particularly for collectors of used
stamps without gum or on cover. At that
time, long-wave UV offered the only
alternative identificaton method; but in
some instances the  characteristic
differences can be so subtle that an
additional means of confirming the
paper type was needed.

We have definitely added such
additional means, although it is not
certain that they are usefol for used
stamps.

Testing the pH

A simple liquid applicator, not unlike a
pen, warks great to prove Type I paper,
the only acidic paper in the
Transportation Series.

Type III is alkaline, as is Type I, but
there does not seem 0 be a measurable
difference between thern, although some
of the earlier Type I fractionals gave a
weaker basic reaction than all the other
Type I and Type HI.

The obvious drawback in testing the
pH (a measure of alkalinity or acidity) is
that it would be impractical for used
singles or for stamps on cover because
the test marks are permanent.

The best part of the pH test is thar it
does provide a foolproof test for Type II
stamps to separate them from Type I or
Type II stamps in which the appearance
under UV is too similar.

To do this test one needs either a stamp

from scrap (the stamps between plate
numbers that we do not collect) or a strip
we can shorten or sacrifice. This test is
not recommended for use by individual
collectors, but it does prove to the
researcher that the paper types have
differences that can be detecied by
objective methods,

The result of the test is a change of
color where the testing solution is
applied.

The pH applicator pen

[The following section was written by
Dr. David L. Dauplaise, manager of
Research and Technical Service of the
Paper Chemicals Department at
Stamford (Conn.) Research Laboratories
of American Cyanimid Corp.]

The pH applicator functions on the
following principle. The pen is filled
with a pH indicator solution which is
chiorophenol red. Applying this
indicator to the surface of the stamp
causes a yellow line to form if the pH is
6.0 or below; a purple line is formed if
the pH is 6.7 or above.

Caution shouid be exercised when
doing this test becanse any surface
coating could give the initial reading.
Further rubbing with the applicator pen
usually exposes the interior of the paper
and its pH can then be determined.

The variation in the paper’s pH results
from the use of alkaline or acid
papermaking processes. Traditionally,
most fine paper in the Urited Siates was
made under acid conditons (pH 4.0—
5.5). More recendy, much of the fine
paper production in the United States is
shifting to alkaline papermaking.

The chemical difference in paper pH
results from the fact that stamps made
under acid conditions are filled with clay
and titanium dioxide and the arbient pH
is 4.0-53.5. Stamps made under alkaline
conditions are filled with calcium
carbonate (chalk) which buffers the
paper pH to about 7.5-8.0

There are many advantages to alkaline
paper. It is stonger, les subject to
yellowing, and often whiter than
conventional acid paper. However, the
real impetus to the production of
atkaline paper is that it is economically
atractive for paper companies.

Alkaline paper can have a higher level
of filler (calcium carbonate), which is
less expensive than fiber, thus
substitution of filler for fiber produces a
better quality product at a lower cost.

*2 new ways to test
*New Type Illa

*New plea for help

Backlighting

Backlighting has proven to be very
reliable, but Rich and I are siill gathering
data.

By exposing the gum side of a stamp
W0 a bright light (sunlight is very
effective) and viewing it from the face in
such a way as to prevent the light from
shining into your eyes, various textures
can be observed that can isolate each
Paper type.

Type II, once again, is the stellar

S Fns)

SRR
!.‘1,_!:1- 1

Type 1—Criss- Type [—Criss-
cross at 20-degree  cross at 45-degree
angle, angie.

performer. The test worked with every
example from my stock and at the stamp
shows where I was able to try it out.

This diagonal criss-cross pattern
appears grayish in contrast to the rest of
the stamp, which is whiter because of
the bright light. Some Type II stamps
exhibit extremely strong patterns and
can be easily seen on a backlit cover.

1 do not have enough covers two tell if
the cross-haiching can always be seen.
Some of the Type IT strips in my stock
that exhibit & weaker cross-hatching
pattern might not be distinguishable if
they were on cover.

As mint strips, however, they leave no
doubit.

Type II paper, when backlit, shows
nothing at all, Each stamp is uniformly
white from the brightmess of the light.

Type I paper, just to be difficult, has
two patterns that Rich and I have
cbserved w date. For the collector of
mint strips this is not particularly
impoertant becavse the diagonal gum
ridges on Type I stamps keep them from
being confused with other paper types.
But for the collector of used stamps, the
differences may be useful.

Most Type I stamps show the criss-
cross pattemn seen in the left diagram.
Note the different orientation of the
pattern when compared to that seen on
Type 1L

Type 1 stamps that do not exhibit the



cross-hatching have a cloudy pattern of
random whiter or grayer areas instead.

Up to now [ have not sampled enough
Type I strips o find any consistency as
to which patlern one might expect w0
finrd on which issue. Using the
bacidighting technique, a cloudy Type I
would probably not be distinguishable
from a Type IIT on cover.

There are several issues that appeared
on both Type I and Type Il paper, but I
have not yet done the research to
determine whether the Type I examples
of these are criss-crossed or cloudy.
Therefore, I do not yet kmow if this
would present a problem in the use of
this method of identificaion. Anyone
out there who would like to examine his
or her stamps and offer us the resuits,
please join in! (My address is P.O. Box
3654, Danbury CT 06813-3654.)

Cause of texture

[The following section was also
written by Dave Dauplaise.]

The texturing found in some of these
stamps could be the result of the paper-
forming process.

A consistent pattern present in the
paper (not the gum) may be formed by
the papermaking fabric on which the
paper pulp was laid. These marks are
further impressed into the paper’s
surface during the final smoothing,
known as calendering.

In calendering, the dry (5% moismre)
paper is pressed between smooth
stainless steel rolls with considerable
pressure. This is the final smoothing
before the paper is wound onto a reel.

The wire marks, if that is what they
are, may be different on each paper
machine, and since the forming fabrics
are changed periodically, may even be
different from the same machine over
time.

There are, of course, other possible
canses for these paremns. Any surface
coating application or possibly even the
equipment that applies the gum could

The Plate Number, July 1990 E

impart a distinct patiern to the paper
surface.

Surface lighting
Briefly, I need also to mention surface

lighting, which is done in the same
manner as in examining gum texture, but
on the face of the stamp. This shows
some characteristics that relate directly
o the textures seen by backlighting.
Type III is smooth and uniform. Type II
shows the crisscross pattem or,
sometimes, half the pattem with
diagonal ridges as at a 45-degree angle.
Type I appears textured 1o some extent. I
have not explored this method as it
applies w Type I very much as [ have
really been focusing on Types IT and III.
Any volunteers?

Type IIa paper

That brings me to the appearance of
Type Ila paper.

Frank Parsons Paper Co., Inc., of
Landover, Md., held a brief contract to
supply 1,134 rolls of LP-40 paper to
BEP from July 1985 through November
1985, prior to the contract now being
filled by L&CP Corp.

The LP-40 paper that Parsons supplied
under this contract was produced by
P.H. Glatfelter Co. of Spring Grove, Pa,
(8 mill/mamufacturer) and gummed by
Paper Manufacturers Co. (PMC) of
Philadelphia {a converter).

Glatfelter currenily makes paper for
L&CP.

The final products delivered to BEP
differ only in the gum. PMC's gum

texture is smooth and can be
differentiated by this method.

So what issues are on the paper from
Parsons with PMC gum?

The first pieces of this puzzle were
sent to me from upstate New York by
Scott Adams, a precanceled 10.1¢ Oil
Wagon from Plate 1 and a 12¢ Stanley
Steamer from the Cottrell presses. At
first glance, both locked like Type IL
But they were not dead under UV as a

normal Type II should be. Also, the gum
showed no horizontal striations.

When backlit, Adams’ strips show no
Criss-cross.

Examining Adams' strips, I found that
I did have something similar with the
gap at 12[/R (which I had erronecusly
listed as being Type II). Scott Smith in
Colorado found that he had one, wo,
also 12L/R,

When the smoke cleared, Rich and I
were able to identify similar paper on
some previously classified Type H and
Type [II varieties:

1TS, 1T6—1¢ Omnibus, Plates 5 and
6, in addition to Type II, not instead of
Type II.
s lgT?P—Plalr. 2 of the 6¢ Tricycle, Gap

125TIP—Plate 1 of the 12.5¢
Pushcart, with gaps at 12L, 111, and
LOL. All of these are on paper that is
dark olive in daylight (dark brown in
long-wave UV). The only Type III not
from PMC is on light olive paper (bright
arange red in UV) and has its gap at
10R.

14T1 and 14T2—Plates 1 and 2 of the
14¢ Iceboat, also in addition te Type II,
not instead of.

Are there more? From what we can see
from a chronological list of dates to
press of issues during that period, it is
possible. Many of those issues, however,
have been identified to date only on
Type I paper, so it would seem unlikely
that a smooth-gum example would have
gone undetected until now on any of the
stamps printed at that dme.

Again, if anyone out there would like
to contribute any findings, we invite him
or her for 2 loan of eves and time. Rich
and [ need all the input we can get. ‘The
number of strips we have seen (it is well
into the hundreds) is still not very
meaningful statistically, but is all we ¢can
goon fornow., O

i Mining @ catalog? Two caalogs came beck
I bocause the labelr fell off. In of thern
i Wriw Catalog, POR 20130, Shaler His, OH ddi0.

rol of r
Specifically designed for PNC's by a collector to cover the range from PS1's to PS7's.
Four fents included, add up lo three page titles, strip tilles and descriptive text. Two
lypes of mount borders included. Up fo 16 single stamps or eight PS3's or four PST's
per page. Wilf accept any album page that fits in a dot-matrix computer. Menu driven.
Uses IBM/cione computer with 5.25, 4.0 or hard disk drivas.

PNGC PageMaker Can Do It Alll

Is the page title "Bureau Precanceled” sufficient for you?
Want to include more information on your album pages?
How about mixing PS3's and PS5's on the same album page?
What about the pages for uncatalogued issues or paper types?

ithP"

I

i Send SSAE for sample page or chack/MO |
 for $25 (26.62 for Texas residents) to G.J.
- Michels, 27 Dewey R, 6, Amarillo Texas
79124, It ordering, please include digk |
i siza and printer name and model.

leMaker
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 TRANSPORTATION COILS
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Cottrell gap table draws criticism

By Dr. Robert Rabinowlitz

The scarcity tabile for Cottrell pre-
cancel gaps in the 1990 Piate Number
Coil Catalog is a disappointment with a
continuum of inconsistencies.

For example, Plates 5 and 7 of the 17¢
Electric Auto in precancel style AB and
with the gap at 4R is listed as o "'D,"” the
next to the rarest scarcity designation.
“D" is defined as “Scarce. Never many
copies known; few if any now avail-
able.” Hasn't anyone wondered why
such a pair of rare strips has a net retail
price of about $257 I'll bet I can find
more than 50 sets in dealers” hands.

[Editor's note: 1 agree. The catalog
gives an aslerisk to sirips with the gap at
4R, meaning that those strips averaged
out at more than double the price for
strips with the gap at SR. The latter is
priced in the catalog at $22.50 for Plate
5 and $20 for Plate 7. Dr. Rabinowitz’
own most recent price for these strips in
F-VF condition was $35.]

On the other hand, the last AB type to
be discovered was on Plates 3 and 4 with
the gap at 3R, and most of those had cut
numbers. While there are many fewer of
these available in any quality and while
the whole-number version carries a retail
price close to 10 times that of the “D™-
rated 5/7 AB 4R, the scarcity table pro-
vides a lower “C-D” rating. Can anyone
explain this?

The last Cotirell gap to be discovered
n rolls was Michael B. Lipson's find of
the 12¢ Stanley Steamer, Plates 1 and 2,
with the gap at 3L. After his discovery
of one roll of 3,000 in a Yirginia post
affice, an undisclosed quantity of addi-
tional rolls with this gap was found near-
by by Diane Thompson. The "C-D”
scarcity rating for these is accompanied
by an accompanying statement: “Very
hard to find. Quantides unknown."
These strips retail at about $30 each.

[Editor's note: Lipson did not have
these in his Jan. 4, 1990, price list. Dr.
Rabinowitz’ most recent price for F-VF
was $32. He said he is able to find all he
needs at prices that atlow him a profit.]

On the other hand, as far as | know
only one roll of 3,000 was ever dis-
covered of the 8.3¢ Ambulance, Plates 1
and 2, with the gap at 2R. That roll was
found in 1985, before its uniqueness was
recognized. Much of it was broken down
into strips of five with much of the F-VF
material sold as generic strips. The de-
mand for the few remaining 2R strips is

particularly strong since it's a set re-
quired by the Lighthouse album. It re-
tails at about 10 times the price of the
12¢ 1/2 3L strips. Despite all this, the
PNC Catalog also lists the 8.3¢ 172 2R
with a “C-D"scarcity.

{Editar's note: The 8.3¢ strips, listed
as the only no-gap strip but having a gap
at 2R, ere given a space in the Light-
house album that can be filled with strips
that do not show the gap. That, would re-
main true as long as no other gaps are
found outside the strip of five. The cat-
alog estimates their price at $115. Dr.
Rabinowitz last priced the no-gap and
the Gap 2R strips at 3275, but he is sold
out of them.]

The 1990 catalog Jists the 9.3¢ Mail
Wagen, Plates 3 and 4, with the gap at
3R with a “D?” scarcity. The notation
reads: “One recent find. Quantty un-
known.” | questioned that last year in
that collectors were waiting for this gap
position and none of the “find” seemed
lo be coming to market. Nothing has
changed in the intervening 12 months,
and the “find” may be someone's
imagination.

Also, the "C" scarcity for the 93¢ 1/2
4L is ridiculous when it is compared to
the much more common 9.3¢ 3/4 2R,
also given a “C" scarcity rating.

The 10.9¢ Hansom Cab, Plates 1 and 2
with a line gap, has a notation that a
“Low entry is known on #2." Some of us
refer to this as a “‘dropped wansfer.” [Ed-
ilor's note: The terms are synonymous
and both should have been used in the
catalog.] No such comment is made for
the other four gap positions of Plate 2 of
the 10.9¢, suggesting to the casual ob-
server that these are unknown. In fact,
the low entry is known in every gap po-
sition. [Editor's note: They are also
found on the tagged stamp.)

Kim Cuniberti, who has bome the
brunt of the Gap Committee's re-
sponsibilities in the absence of com-
mittee chairman Larry G. Haynes,
knows that low entries exist on other gap
positions. 1 know for a fact that his col-
lection contains them on at least four of
the five known gap positions. Why keep
this information from catalog users or
bury it in ambignity?

[Editor’'s note: We should have revised
these entries. ]

There are more inconsistencies, errors,
omissions, etc., but there’s no point in
enumerating them all now. Steve Esran

and the purchasers of the catalog put
their faith in the Gap Committee; I be-
lieve that they were let down. O

[Editor's note: As indicated in TPN,
Haynes was unavailable for work on this
year's catalog. Cuniberti acted as a
pinch-hitter. The scarcity table for Cot-
trell Press gaps was little changed from
that of the 1989 catalog. Tom Maeder
has agreed to chair the committee in
Haynes' absence for the 1991 catalog,
and Dr. Rabinowitz has agreed to serve
on the committee, as he did in 1988-89,
This article will start the revision
process.]

Autopost labels
include a stripe

Jor the tagging

Autopost etiquettes that were briefly
sold by two machines in Washington
and by two in Kensington, Md., include
a feature not visible in black-and-white
illustrations of these seif-adhesives.

(Two additional machines were in use
at the Universal Postal Union Congress.)

At the left edge of each label is & 34-
inch orange stripe printed in & bright
orange color. Under visible light, this
stripe is shiny. The white paper of the
rest of the label is mane.

Under short-wave UV light, the orange
stripe reacts like Dayglo orange.

The reason for the stripe should be ob-
vious. It would act like & stamp as the
source of lJuminescent tagging needed to
activate postal machinery.

It may make little sense to most people
that Autopost labels needed a cancel,
since they are much like melers. In fact,
USPS is concerned about false dating on
meters and on these labels.

The labels could be bought one day
and mailed later. Thus the date on the la-
bels would not refiect the date of mail-
ing. So a luminescent stripe activated the
facer-canceler. '

Why report on all this in The Plate
Number? To begin with, the labels are
printed from coils inside the machines.
Secaondly, each label carries not a plate
number, but a running number, making
no two labels alike.

Now that the labels have gone off sale
on May 7, they were worth mentioning
here. O
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Bee found with no yellow

Howard A. Moser has found a
sensational color-missing variety on the
25¢ Honeybee in which the PMS yellow
background is wotally missing.

Collectors over 50 may recall the
1940s commercial:

“f wonder where the yellow wenz,

“When [ brush my ieeth with
Pepsodent.”

Somebody really did a job with his
toothbrush on this one.

How it could have missed rejection is a
mystery, since the wings of the bee ook
transparent. But rumor has it that coil
stamps are rarely inspected nowadays,
an added rcason why there is no select
stock available on most recent coils at
philatelic boutiques.

Everything else on the yellow-missing
stamp appears normal. Moser’s find is
being forwarded 1o BEP for examination
and explanation by the PNC Swdy
Group.

Intaglio-missing Honeyhbee
is undetected for 11 days

Ellen Mitchell brought two amazing
commercial covers to the Plymouth
Show, where Midwestern members of
PNC3 held a regional meeting April 28.

Both covers were 12- by 9-inch
interoffice envelopes mailed by Kelly
Girls in Midland, Tex., to Kelly Girls in
Detroit. They demonstrate that the Kelly
Girl in Texas who mailed the two letters
11 days apart used up some valuable 25¢
Hoeneybees without being aware of it.

Cover 1 was mailed Jan, 6, 1990. It
required 85 cents in postage as a three-
ounce letter. The rate was met by a 25¢
Honeybee missing the black intaglio and
by a pair of 20¢ Flags, showing the plate
number 9.

The second cover, dated Jan. 17,
needed only 45 cents and had cne, no-
number Flag in addition to the Honeybee
stamp that was missing its Honeybee.

...but are they really rare?

Greenwood thinks not

Dr. John Greenwood, the PNC Study
Group’s authority on imperfs, thinks
something funny is going on with
intaglio-missing Honeybees. At one
recent stamp show he found many
dealers

All the PNC news

that fits we print

hawking this item, all at sbout the same
price.

“I think there are many more of these
around than anyone will let on,” he said.
“But that does not apply to Honeybees
with offset colors missing. I only found
one of those being offered at the show, a
black-missing, without ‘USA' or the
denomination.”

Maeder resigns as editor

of PNC3 publication

The May issue of Coil Line reportad
the resignation as editor of Tom
Maeder, saying that Maeder had “hit the
wall.”

In facl, Coil Line was taking up 10
days of Maeder’s spare time every
mornth, Maeder, a high school teacher,
and his wife, Stacey, also have small
children and teen-agers to worry about.

The decision 1o resign came many
months ago when PNC? was thinking. of
mailing Coil Line at bulk rates.

“Na way,” Maeder told 7PN, “It's bad
enough now, but can you imagine what
it would be like if I had to sort and
bundle up the newsletter for the Postal
Service, too?"

Replacing Maeder as editor is Harold
Brown, a professional journalist in
Bewling Green, Ohio. Another part of
Maeder's job is being taken aver by
Alan Thomson of Northwood, N.H.,
who is being made reponsible for having
the newsletter printed and mailed.

Starting with the June issue, the
newsletter was mailed bylk rate.

Ortegon wins a 9.3T8P,

but gap isn’t as described

Coil Line in its April issue hsted the
lots for the third PNC? auction. Lot 141
was described as a stip of five of
9.3T8P, Plate 8 of the 93¢ Mail
Wagon, in extra fine condition.

What made this lot unusual was that it
was described as having the gap ar 2
Right.

Unti] this auction lot was described in
Coil Line, the only known gap on
9.3TRP was at 2L,

The winning bidder,

Dr. Pedro

Ortegon, has informed TPN that it was
all a typographical error. But he got a
nice item for just $70. The 1990 catalog
price for a VF strip is $130.

Lindemuth and Dr. Agris

win awards for coil exhihits

Tim Lindemuth won the reserve
grand award at Cenepex, the Central
Nebraska Stamp Club show in March,
with his showing of 20¢ Flag PNCs. He
also won the Transmississippi Philatelic
Society's gold medal and a gold award
from Cenepex. Then Lindemuth sent the
same exhibit to Okpex in Oklahoma City
in April and won a gold, the Bureau
Issues Association's Statue of Freedom
and an APS award.

Dr. Jeseph Agris won a gold and an
APS Medal of Excellence at Interpex
'90 in New York in March, but not for
his PNCs. He showed the private
vending and  affixing  machines
companies and their private perforations,

Later, Dr. Agris won 2 gold and an
APS medal for the same exhibit at
Okpex. At that show he also won a
silver for his coil waste exhibit.

Philatelic Sales Division:

pillar of the caveman set

Now that the Philatelic Sales
Division has moved out of
Merrifield, Va., 10 a cave in Missour,
the retumn address is a thing of
beauty, something one must behald
lo believe:

“8300 NE Underground Drive,
Pillar 210,”

Some of us are driven from pillar to
post by the complexities of life,
others like to refer 1o upright people
as pillars of their communities, bur a
pillar in a return address?

Come now, USPS, there must be a
way o make that cave more people-
friendly. Why not start by changing
the address system?

Norton asks DeSpain

to do Seaplane cachets

Bill Norton, the FDC dealer in Liule
Rock, commissioned Richard DeSpain
to color and sign 105 $1 Seaplane
FDCs. Narlon's price for the five covers
with a numbered strip of five was $19.50
each.



Denson recalls why USPS
took numbers off officials

Allowing collectors to buy a strip of
five to get a plate number of the $1 Sea-
plane will result in mountains of scrap
postage con the floors of philatelic coun-
ters and at Pillar 210 in the cave.

This reminded Ed Denson of the rea-
son the Postal Service stopped putting
plate numbers on official stamps after
the (22¢) *D" Official.

This is Denson’s recollection of what
happened:

“Mike Courtney, a California PNC
collector, ordered 100 mint singles of
the 20¢ Official. The boys in Washing-
ton stripped them out for him and he re-
turned 60 or so because they didn't suit
him. Washington replaced the 60 free.

“I'm not sure, but I think he did the
same thing on the ‘[}* Official.

“Then Mike got all those stamps favor
canceled and, of course, built up a
mountain of scrap.”

Lenzes, Keydel, Trinks

work hard, reap fruits
A handful of hard-working people can
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make miracles happen. Jognn and Kurt
Lenz, Conrad Keydel, and Gene
Trinks, dreamed up the idea of a re-
gional meeting of PNC3 at Detroit’s Ply-
mouth Show and saw it come to fruition
in record time. It was the frst Mid-
western gathering of PNC collectors
since the Plate Number Coil Swdy
Group met at Ameripex in Chicago..

In addition to the APS slide show on
PNCs (usually quite hard to get) and a
raffle of valuable items supplied by the
Lenzes, the organizers saw prospects of
a regular set of such meetings, possibly
expanded with a swap session or two.
About 30 pecple dropped in at the April
28 meeting.

Plating effort is begun
on truncated No. 1 Bees
Joann Lenz and Con Keydel are
working on an attempt to identify the
rows of all truncated Honeybees from
Plate 1. One row is easy because it has a
clear serif. Another row has a little knob-
like thing on top. But that leaves 16
tows to be done and illustrated.

5190.00
5188.00
$1688.00
5184.00
S$182.00
$180.00

$178.00

$178.00

TPN V-6

TPN v-2

TPN Average
512883
$180.40
=
s
1990 Catalog ~ TPN V-3 TPN V-4
(Final)

TPN Average hits an all-time high

The TPN Average, an index of prices
sought by dealers for zbout 30 PNC
stips of five, hit an alltime high in
Fune. In fact, it did so as well in April,
but the Shaker Heights editorial staff of
TPN, all one of them, was too busy with
the 1990 PNC Catalog o notice.

Added into the index this month is a
price list from Darrell Yeisley, a veteran
dealer who placed his first PNC ad in
Lina's in June.

The average, with its heavy concenira-
tion on PNC blue chips, slightly distoris
the market, which has been fairiy flat for

several months, except for the con-
tineing price increases for stamps deal-
ers find hard to replace.

Although 18F6, Plate 6 of the 18¢ Flag
is not included in the average, there are
now five stamps that dealers are selling
at more than $300 for VF.

They are: 18F3 (31,050); 20F4 (5465
when priced, but many dealers are oul of
stock in strips of five); 10.9T4P-Ln
(8460); and 20T2 (31,100). Plate 3 of
the 10.9¢ Hansom Cab is not included in
the average, but is near its pairling in
current price lists.
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20F4, a rarity of late,

sells for $39 at auction

Just when our last issue said Plate 4 of
the 20¢ Flag was disappearing and when
the 1990 PNC Catalog estimated ils
price at an italicized 3500, the March 31
sale by Jacques C. Schiff, Jr., hammered
down a strip of five for only $39. This
proves once again that playing roulette
at auctions is not necessarily the best
way to obtain the best price when you
sell. Buy ads in the philalelic press for
that strip have been at $225 or more
most of this year, and buy ads are usual-
ly below the prevailing market price.

Rare gap position soars

as last catalog revision

The last price change made in the 1990
PNC Catalog was on Plate 2 of the
10.1¢ Oll Wagon with the gap a1 IR,

Early drafts priced it at $6.25, up 75
cents from the price in last year's edi-
tion. It soared to an italicized $20.00 be-
cause no strips appear to be available,

Another gap position on the same
stamp, Gap 1L, carries no price at all,
and may soar imto triple digits unless
supplies are found.

Ditsch finds Plates 1 and 5

scarce on Bread Wagons

Carl Ditsch, who likes to buy mix-
tures and then break down the PNCs he
finds, bought five pounds of mix from
Bob's Stamp Room. “This is one of the
best mixtures [ have come across,”
Ditsch said, bewailing the closing down
of the firm. (See Page 67 of this issue.)

The five pounds yielded 278 PNCs,
nothing particularly valnable, but a nice
representation of  different  denom-
inations and plate numbers,

For the record, Ditsch's vield on the
25¢ Bread Wagon out of a total of 45
pounds of mixture was: 19 from Plate 1;
165 from Plate 2; 126 from Plate 3; 105
from Plate 4, but only 4 from Plate 5.

Readers who sort mixtures are imvited
to report their findings, especially on the
25¢ Yosemite. Please indicate the total
number of PNCs found and the total
number for each block-tagged and each
phosphored plate number,

Names in the news

Steve Esrati has bought Al Haake's
remaining stock of PNC plate va-
rieties.... Al - Hagen, owmer of H&H
Stamps, issued a price list in May after a
long hiatus. []
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Report of constant plate varieties—Part XXVIII

By A.S. Cibulskas

2¢ Locomolive (Cotirell)
1. Plne 4. Additional line parallel to joint line.
Constant at 1L. (SAdams)

2¢ Locomotive (B Press)

Note: All are on Plate 1. All are in same row,
(SAdams)

1. Dot at bottom right of “8” in date. Constant at
24L.

b. Den &t wop left of "L" in “Locomotive.” Con-
stant az 11L.

¢ Dok below the “'S” and A of "USA."” Coasnt
at7L.

d.Dot at bottomn of firm “o” of “Locomove™
Constant a1 5L.

e Dot below “E" of “Locomotive.” Constant at
3L

£, Dot at top left of “t" in “Locomotive.” Constant
at 2L,

g Cap on “S” os "USA." Constant a¢ 18R

h. Dot at bottarn right of 2" in denomination.
Constrant at 24R.

5.3¢ Elevator

a Horizontal scraich approximately 9mm long,
Stants below muissle of right front eievator panel and
continuex into Ure perfs at night. Constant st 20L.
{Apon.)

Stephen G. Esrati
P. O. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Retum
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Correction
Requested

IF BOX 18 CHECKED
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
HAS EXPIRED

8.5¢ Tow Truck

Note: All are tgged Plate 1. All are in 3ame row.
(SAdams)

1. Hyphen in the top loop of the *5” in date. Coa-
suant at 131

b. Dot at bottom right of rght rear wheel. Con-
santat 1R,

. Dot at bonom right of left rear wheel. Constant
st8R.

d. Dot abave “2* of date. Constant at 10R.

& Slash below the “s” of datwe. Constant at 20R.

10.1¢ Oil Wagon

2. Plate 1, black precancel The white horizontal
line along the bady of the wagen ix filled in. (Excess
ink7) Constant a1 2L, IR, 2R. (SAdams)

13¢ Patrol Wapon
&. Plate 1. Top half of the vertical part of th ¢"L”
in “POLICE” is obliterated. Constant st L 6R. (Liu)

14.¢ Iceboat (B Press)

a. Plate 2, Dot to right of right gunide line; about
ane-third of the way from top of mast. Constant st
16L. (SAdams)

16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon

Note: All from Plate 1. All in same mow.
(SAdams)

a. Dot below decimal pairt in denominstion, Con-
stant at 21L.

b, Dot below “2" of date. Constant at 3L.

¢. Dot above “9" of date. Constant at 1L

d. Dot left of cft side of wagan. Constant at 2R

& Dot a1 bottom left of large whecd. Constam at
SR .
f. Dat inside loop of “6” in denomination. Con-
stantat 12R.

22¢ Earth

1. Plate 2222 “Comet” varety. While smesr or
uninked area above the Eanth a1 about 1 o°clock, re-
sulting in a comes-hike appearance. Constant at iL.
{SAdams, Washburn)

25¢ Flag over Yosemite

2. Battom pants of the plate number wninked. In
addition 10 the previeus plates reported (Phosphored
2, 3,7, 9), phosphared Plate 1 has also been found.
The degree that is uninked vasics from 10% to 40%.
(Cibulskxs)

b. Plate 9i, “almost double number.” The repart in
the last issue of
TPN has promped
the report of an
additienal ex-

r

resulied in 4
whole plate nurm-
ber a1 the bouom
of the stamp with
daylight  belaw
and abowt 75% to
5% of & number
EEessss—— >0 ©p.  (Helter
hofT)
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