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Esrati’

‘Maximum PNCs’

too high, USPS data show

By Ken Lawrence

For the past six years, Steve Esrat
has striven 1 publish figures that
collectors can use as a guide 1o rela-
tive availability of different PNCs
by projecting the maximum number
that could theoretically exist for
each plate number,

His technique has been to multiply
the total number of impressions re-
ported in the USPS' “monthly”
plate-activity reports (compiled from
raw Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing data) by the number of PNCs per
impression. This yields the number
of PNCs printed, assuming the data
are accurate, but the actial numbers

TPN Exposeé

By Stephen G. Esrati

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, a promi-
nent PNC dealer and publisher of
Coil Exposé, has provided a glimpse
into the methods used by dealers to
obtain information from the Postal
Service that is denied to collectors
by being denied to journalists.

are always much smailer, owing to
spoilage and overproduction, and
sometimes 1o 1est printings.

For many PNCs it is possible to

Tagged decimal frae- -
. tionals could reach the:
_price levels of 19th- and’
- early 20th-century com- ;
. memoratives by the end

" af this decede. g

project much more accurate
figures-—in some cases even when

It is an established principle in
American constitutional law that the
Freedom of the Press afforded under
the First Amendment to the Consti-
mtion stems not from any special
rights reserved to the press but be-
cause the press disseminates infor-
mation 1o the public. Thus, curbs

plate-activity data have not been re-
ported.

In an appendix to my book (The
Linn’s Plate Number Coil Hand-
book), 1 have compiled the total
number of each stamp shipped by
BEP 1o USPS through the end of
Fiscal Year 1989 (ended Sept. 22,
1989), derived from the annual
Stamps Division fiscal-year reports.
In every instance where the totals
are entirely accounted for by a sin-
gle intaglio slesve or one pair of
Cottrell Press plates, total PNCs can
be calculated by ordinary division to

Please turn to Page 26

USPS curbs press rights

as dealers get inside info

against philatelic journalists are un-
constitutional curbs against collec-
tors, denying the latter information
to which they are entitled.

The shutting down of information
occurred about two years ago when
orders were given to Linda Foster in
the Stamps Division that she could
no longer answer questions from
Jjournalists.

“I'm not allowed to talk to you,”
she told me in answer tO a question
about plate-activity reports, which
she edits.

In an article submitted to TPN for
publication, Dr. Rabinowitz, out-
lined the history of Plate 3 of the
7.6¢ Carreta.

The stamp was first reported last
summer on a cover to Ron Maifeld,

Please turn 10 Page 37
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Ken opens 'Pandora’s Box’

In 1984, George V. H. Godin warmned that collectors of
PNCs should not depend on printing totals as a measure
of scarcity. Godin noticed then that Plate 7 of the 18¢ Flag
was much harder 1o find than Plate 6 because case after
case of the former had been shredded at the time of the
rate change to 20¢. That, of course, was before the Hev.
Kenneth M. Opat found a large supply of Plate 7.

Having no other measure, those t¢tals were all we had.
Now, in his forthcoming book, Ken Lawrence introduces
a better, though incomplete measure: the number of
stamps shipped by BEP to USPS. [ welcome the new in-
formation and look forward to the book (which will be
published right after Linn’s 1989 U.S. Stamp Yearbook).

I have not seen the book and Lawrence did not even
reveal its name (Linn's Plate Number Coil Handbook)
when he wrote the lead article for this issue. Lawrence
did not want to be accused of plugging his own book. |
had to ask him its name.

The book promises to change many of our ideas about
PNCs, although Lawrence would not reveal them, saying
he did not want to scoop his own book by teiling me.
Among other things, one result will be that many of us
{especially 1) will have egg on our faces for being ch! so
very wrong on sO many premises.

The Plate Number

Editor:
Contributing editors:

Stephen G. Esrati
A.S. Cibulskas
Kim Cuniberi
Ken Lawrence

Richard J. Nazar

Published six times 4 year by Stephen G. Esrati, P.O. Box 20130, Shaker
Heights, Ohis 44120-0130. Subscription price is $15 a year ($13 to members
of PNC®). Please add $3.50 for firsi-class mail or for addresses ousside North
America. Entire contents Copyright © 1990 by Stephen G. Esrati.

Advertising rawes: $25 & quarter page (vertically or horizontaily); $45 a
half page; $80 1 page. Other cisplay ads are 55 a column inch {1 34 inches
wide). Classified ads: 15 cents a word, no charge for your address, Classified
display: $3 a colurmn inch {1 3/4 inches wide). Color available; please ask
for quore.

That's good. Mistakes honestly made are no disgrace. It
is better to err than to stand mute in the face of slowly
evolving bits of information.

Lawrence is an investigative reporter who brings his
professional skills to his hobby. The blending of the two
makes for excitement seldom found in philately.

It is possible that Lawrence’s book may cause a whole-
sale re-evaluation of many of our ideas. That’s great, too.

sge

LETTERS:

Readers add to list of cachets on Honeybee FDCs

['ve been servicing hand-painted PNC
FDCs for some time. I usually service
about 75 regular-size envelopes and
about 10 small or miniature ones that
measure 21/2%4 inches. [ started this to
have something 1o trade with others.

Here are the covers I serviced for the

Honeybee:

Piate, Szg Cacnet o, serviced

1 Psf3 Rose (Rowe's) ki o
1 PSA No cachel 0 <
1 PSS Ellis 3

e Pss3 Rose 4

1and2" BothPSA  Rose 40

1and2”  BothPS/3  ENis 3

1z2nd2"  BothPSA  AdCratt 4

1and2  BolhPS/3  Artmasler q

land2™ BolkPS/3  Gamm 4

1and 2" BolhPSA3 Gl 4

1 P52 Rose miniature 19

IHoneybee
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\‘\
3/

Official Firsl Day of Tasue

* All Piale 2 stamps are high, about S0% into Ihe frame,

Both plates, 1 and 2, were available in
Nashville on the day of issue, The pastal
clerk said he had 1wo boxes, but that one

MINIATURE FEC—Robert Rowe's miniature FDC, shown full size, of two Plate 1 Honey-
bees with hand-cclored Rose (Rowe's) cachel.

box had no plate numbers. The 2 was so
high, he did not see it.

Plate 1 had the small rectangular tag-
ging, but measured 16Y2x22mm, which
is a little larger than the specifications on
Page 4 of TPN,

I guess there are more than 100 other
cachet makers who service their own ca-
chets as [ do.

The shert [truncated] full senf “1"s
that could be found here were mostly
poorly inked so that they could be easily

missed. I do have strips of the full serif
{(9R) in plate numbered stips of 18 for
trade,

Robert S. Rowe

P.C. Box 150863

Nashville, Tenn. 37215

Bazaar FDCs exist, too
First-day covers of Honeybee Plate 2
exist with a Bazaar cachet,
Charles Teschemacher
Buffalo, N.Y.

No offer to buy it back

The only discrepancy I found with the
facts is the statement that Mr. Koepp of-
fered to buy back the stip from me as
you report. [ understand your editorial
duty of double checking before publica-
tion and I respect you for being true to it.
I thought this had already been done at
the time you sent me the article.

{Editor’s note: Dr. Ortegon is referring

Please turn 1o Page 25



Coniinued from Page 24

10 a first draft of the article reporting his
purchase of a forged precancel at World
Stamp Expo. The draft was written be-
fore TPN reached Jerry Koepp at Expo
for comment.]

I have scrupulously avoided making
any judgments, either verbally or in writ-
ing, that might in any way be construed
as doubting Mr. Koepp's honesty, repu-
tation, good intentions and rectitude, and
I have heard nothing but praise for his
behavior as an individual and a dealer
from people, respectable all of them,
with whom [ have discussed this depior-
able subject. “Honest as the day is long,”
is the way one of his fellow dealers de-
scribed him. However, 1 prize my own
reputation for honesty as much as I do
his.

With this clarification, I hope this sub-
ject, entertaining at the beginning, but
now becoming boring and sometimes
downright worrisome, will be finally put
to rest. If anything, it will never amount
to more than a foomote in a future histo-
ry of PNC collecting.

Thanks for publishing this note. May
the next one 1o you be on a more strictly
philatelic subject.

Pedro R. Ortegon, MD.
Bedford, Ind.

Jerry Koepp raplies:
‘Offer still stands’

As always, [ stand behind each of my
sales and if the customer isn't happy, I
will always be pleased to take it back as
1 don’t make a living at this and it is still
a hobby with me.

When I was informed of the fake in the
5.9¢ strip, I said w Dr. Oregon that it
looked good 1o me as I don’t deal in
gaps and at that point [ offered a refund
on the strip. Dr. Ortegon stated that he
would like to keep it in his collection.
There were other PNC collectors present
at the tme. After Dr. Ortegon left, we
talked, wondering why he would want 1o
keep it.

The offer still stands today or next year
if he wishes to retum it. All he has to do
is send it back and cash will be on the
way. [ will donate the strip to PNC3 if it
gets back here.

Jerry Koepp
Stamps 'n’ Stuff
West Des Moines, lowa

Big game, little game

I've been busy with the business and
big-game hunting trips, so I haven't
been going through mixtures the last
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three months. Two mixtures I finished
going through in October produced the
most PNCs per pound of any I've gone
through.

I had 25 pounds from Swan that pro-
duced 666 PNCs and 25 pounds from
Bob's Stamp Room that resulted in 718
PNCs.

My observations on checking for dam-
age are that approximately half will have
some type of damage or will have killer
cancels. What are other searchers finding
as to damage?

In the above mixtures I found Honey-
bee Plate 1 and 2 with the Bee cut of its
cage (“Flying Bee”) and an undenomi-
nated “E"s with the plate number given
as 22 2 (third digit missing).

Carl R. Ditsch
Leavenworth, Kan.

Don't halve iwo stamps

I think the one “i"” on the 25¢ Yosemite
(as per Alan Thomson) is fine.

On half gaps, do not list. I can't see
halving two strips of the same strip.

The first printing should be listed first.

Keith O1t
Acampo, Calif.

In reply: There seems to be a miscon-
ception here. Half gaps are those in
which the precancel is at the vertical
midpoint of a stamp. Thus 2 1R stamp
with the gap in the middle could be a
Line gap displaced half a stamp to the
right or a Gap IR displaced left. No
need to halve the strip.

LP40 and LP53, ona and the sama
To clarify what appeared in January's
TPN about the distinctions between
BEP's paper-grade designations LP40
and LP53, T have been assured by all of
the companies supplying these grades of
paper o BEP since 1981 that the only
difference in the two designations is the
width of the paper roils as delivered to
BEP. (LP40 is 18/: inches wide and LP
53 is 22 inches wide; each is in rolls

21,000 feet in length.)
If LP40 and LP53 were supplied to
BEF by the same company/

manufacturer, there would be no distinc-
tions to identify the different grades
once the slamps were processed into
USPS formais: sheels, coils, and book-
lets.

The report from BEP was current and
did not relare to BEP paper grades for
the extinct Cotrell presses.

Also in January's TPN, David Barrie-
LaVergne suggested using “coil stock”
as a new term for “paper types.”

“Coil stock” may work well in differ-

 E—
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entiating the characteristics of stamp pa-
pers, but I believe it creates more prob-
lems than solutions.

The paper type designations (L, If, and
I} were developed to refer easily
manufacturer-related  differences be-
tween unceated (for intaglio use), dry-
gummed papers that were used by BEP
since 1981.

(BEP's paper grades LP40 and LP33
are the only paper grades involved in the
discussions of paper types.)

Although my paper-type study has
been publicly focused only on PNCs,
BEP has also produced sheet and book-
lets stamps from LP40 and LP53.

In fact, several non-coil, dry gum, in-
taglio-produced issues exist with differ-
ent paper types. For example, I have
found the 20¢ Flag, dull gum, sheet
stamp to exist on both Type I and Type
[ papers. The continuing Great Ameri-
cans sheet stamps have been produced
using all three paper types. Even the 22¢
Sea Shell booklets exist on Type I and
Type II papers.

Because the same paper varieties exist
on the sheet, coil, and booklet formats it
would be wrong to begin referring to
paper-type designations as “ceil stock.”

Richard J. Nazar
Somarser, NI

The right stuff
The description for the variety listed as
13.2¢ Coal Car b on Page 97 is incor-
rect. [t should read something like this:
Diagonal plate scratch extending out of
both top and bottom of the leg of the “7"
of “1870s.” About 1lmm long at a 45°
angle 1o the top of the “*7.” Constant at
23R.
I think you just reryped part of the de-
scription for “a.”
Scott Adams
Mechanicsville, N.Y.
In reply: You're absolutely right.

The (curbed) right of reply

It seems incredible that you published
several letters attacking me, most of
which misrepresented my point of view,
and then refused o allow me an opportu-
nity to reply. (My letter was eight miple-
spaced pages, thus substantially shorter
than the attacks on me you published.)

Your summary further distorted my
views. I do not regard high-bright paper
as a “sub-type” of low-bright paper, nor
does any philatelic authority. Richard
Nazar disregards a quarier century of
scholarship on this, which is his right,
but your task should be to publish infor-
Please turn to Page 35
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Esrati’s ‘Max. PNC’ figures are too high

Continued from Page 23

yield a precise figure—once the stamp
has been withdrawn from sale. (These
totals do include the stamps stored in the
USPS underground vault at Kansas City,
and in the various Stamp Distnibution
Offices and Accountable Paper Deposi-
tories.)

I had w0 retum to the original fiscal-
year reports for the tagged 12.5¢ Push-
cart figures, becauge in my book I pub-
lished only the total, but the fiscal-year
reporns break them down by roll length.
For that stamp, Sleeve 1 exists on all
coils of 500, and Sleeve 2 on all 3,000s.

Based on quantities shipped, the ac-
companying lable lists the tatal PNCs
that could exist for selected issues.

Even though these figures omit all the
high flyers and the most unusual per-
formers in the marketplace, we can learn
some interesting things from them,

Comparing the 3.4¢ School Bus and
the 7.4¢ Baby Buggy figures with those
Esrati calculated, we can see that the
numbers actually in circulation are abour
half the number he calenlated; in the
case of the “D" officials, they are less

The number of [some]

PNCs available about
equal the number of
Baby Zeps

than one-third; for the 22¢ Flag Test
coil, 18%.

The Courell Press 12¢ Stanley Steam-
ers are comparable tw the Baby Buggy
and School Bus ratios. For the rest, there
is no direct comparison, but it should be
clear that maximums derived from plate-
activity reports are greatly exaggerated.

Most of the stamps in the list at the
right are collector editions (i.e., tagged
versions printed for collectors of stamps
postally needed only as precancels). The
number of PNCs available is about equal
1o the number of Baby Zeps issued (the
50¢ Century of Progress stamp of 1933);
some of the best-known varieties—
tagged Buggy Whips and tagged Brake
Shoes—are significantly scarcer than the
original 1930 U.S. Zeppelin sets.

These quantities are sufficient to keep
prices manageable for the short term, but
if the trend of collectors regarding PNCs
as scparale stamps continues to grow,
even at a modest rate, tagged decimal
fractionals could reach the price levels

of the 19th- and early 20th-century com-
memoratives by the end of this decade,
even though the steep slope of early
growth is now behind us.

Many other calculations are worth-
while, even when they cannot be troken
down 1o individual plate numbers. For
example, for all the 18¢ Flag stamps
shipped, the total number of PNCs is
70,833,173, less than 40% of Esrat's

on PNCs are 970,833 tagged and
36,040,666 precanceled, about half the
Esrati maximums. Suppose the numbers
of each tagged PNC distribute approxi-
mately according to the price ratios; that
would mean there are roughly 18,000
each of Plate 5 and 6. However, since
the prices don’'t seek their level until the
number of collectors approximates the
floating supply, the scarce numbers may

maximums.

The actual numbers of 9.3¢ Mail Wag-

be in shorter supply than that,

Please turn 1o next page

Quantities of PNCs shipped to USPS
Stamp Blats D Ichl PNCs  Max PNCs
3.4¢ School Bus lor2 Tagged 327,083
1or2 Precanceiad 2.544 667
Total for lor2 2.871,750 5,000,292
4.9¢ Buckboard 3ord Tagged 404 167
Tolatfor 3ord Tagged and PC 3,956,832
Buggy Whip 4 Tagged 22454
5.5¢ Star Route Truck 1 Tagged 325000 Unseported
5.9¢ Bicycle Jord Tagged 354,271
Total for 3ord Tagged and FC 10,485,954
6¢ Tricycle 1 Tagged 460,096
Total for 1 Tagged and PC 7.058,844
7.1¢ Tractor 1 Tagged 389615 521,262
1 Nonprafit Qrg. 5633615 Unreported
7.4¢ Baby Buggy 2 Tagged 355,192
2 Pracance!ed 4680461
Tolz! for 2 Tagged and PC 5,045,653 8,599,194
8.3¢ Ambutance lor2 Tagged 395313
Total for 1or2 Tagged and PC 8,947,602
B.5¢ Tow Truck i Tagged 338461
Total for 1 Tagged and PC 1,282 500
10.9¢ Hansom Cab for2 Tagged 380,625
Total for tor 2 Tagged and PC 1,944 000
11¢ Czhoose 1 Tagged 458269
1 Precanceled §.850.230
Tolal for 1 Tagged and PC 10,327 499 Unreported
Brake Shoe™ 1 Tagged 26,015
Braka Shoe"* 1 Precance/ed 547,735
12¢ Steamey lor2 Tagged 673438
1or2 Precancefed 2224833
Total for 1or2 Taggedand FC 285827 6,741 468
12¢ Steamer (B Press) 1 Precanceled 1,768,615 Unreporteg
12.5¢ Pusheart 1 Tagged 414,423
Tolal for 1 Tagged and FC 1,812,056
2 Tagged 129230 Unreported
144 leeboat (B Press) 2 Tagged 3,765,154 Unreported
2¢Flag 14 Precance g 841528
Tolzl for 14 Taggedand FC 27,152,559
22¢ Flag (Test} T Pretagged paper 384615 2412000
20¢ Qfficiat 1 1,162,308 Unreportec
{22¢) 'D" Official 1 522,308 1,656,000
* 0 other plate varieties found on tagged Cabooses.
** Qr other plate varieties found on precanceled Cabgoses.




Coils for use in stamp-affixing ma-
chines are now available in rolls of
10,000, the Postal Service anmounced.
Some of the rolls, all to be printed on the
B Press, will have splices, USPS said.

Kim Cuniberti and Richarc Nazar esti-
mate that on average there will be one
splice in each 28 rolls of 10,000. This is
based on an average length of paper for
the B Press of 21,000 feat.

According to a USPS announcement in
the waning days of 1589, the new coils
were created in Tesponse o a survey
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USPS introduces rolls of 10,000, some
(about 1 in 28, we believe) with splices

among business mailers. The coils 1o be
provided in the new format, USPS said,
wera:

+ 10.1¢ Oil Wagon at $1,01¢

» 132¢ Coal Car at 31,320

+ 16.7¢ Popcom Wagon at $1,670

+ 25¢ Flag over Yosemite at $2,500

Ken Lawrence, in his PNC column in
the Jan. 15 issue of Linn's, reported that
the annuai report of USPS showed the
shipment of 758 rolls of 10,000 of the 2¢
Locomotive in fiscal 1989. No 2¢ Loco-
molives were mentioned in the original

1990 PNC Catalog to include ‘Total PNC’ data

The 1990 Plate Number Coil Catalog
will use Ken Lawrence’s findings by in-
dicating “Total PNCs" on those stamps
where Lawrence has been able to calcu-
late totals from BEP shipping data.

He could do this only when the figures
could be broken down by plate number,
not on coils with multiple numbers.

“Total PNCs™ is still 2 maximum for
the number of PNCs that couid be avail-
able because USPS does not report de-
sructions. Thus, although the **Total
PNCs” figure for all 18¢ Flags is 70.8
million, we know that huge quantities of
these stamps were destroyved after the
first-class rate went to 20 cents.

“Max. PNCs" will be retained only for
stamps where “Total PNCs” could not
be determined.

This is rue for all values where there
was more than one plale, as on the 20¢
Fire Pumper, where USPS data reflect
the total of all plates shipped.

Other changes in the catalog will in-
clude listings of purpie machine cancels,
tagging gaps, second and subsegquent
press runs, additional illustrated varie-

ties, additional scarcity tables, and a
slight revision of the numbering to con-
form with views expressed by readers.

The greatest changes are to be found in
the section on the 25¢ Honeybee. The
first known printing, the stamps from
Plate 1 with an unmuncated **1,” will be
listed as 25M1. All stamps from Platz 1
with a truncated number will be listed as
25M1i.

There will be separaie prices for the
25M1i with a serif according to the press
on which they were printed. Indications
are that D Press stamps with a senif will
have a higher price estimate.

Work on the new catalog began shortly
after the New Year, when the first draft
was sent to members of the Plate Num-
ber Coil Study Group.

Indications are that the catalog will
contain more than 70 pages. As this will
increase costs, a small price increase to
$17.50 could not be avoided.

For the first time, the catalog will seek
classified advertising at 25 cents a word
{not counting the address). O

Esrati’s ‘Max. PNC’ figures are too high

Continued from Page 26

The actual number of tagged S5.2¢
Sleigh PNCs shipped is 73% of Esrati’s
total, Using 2 similar guesstimate to the
previous example, there are approxi-
mately 66,000 each of Plates 3 and §
tagged. In philatelic terms these are
small quantities, especiaily when meas-
ured against other purely philatelic U.S,
issues, such as Zeps or souvenir sheets.

Definitions are everything, however.
As George Godin pointed out in the

March 1986 TPN, only 750 impressions
were printed from Plates 23445 and
23446 of the '2¢ Presidential Series
sheet stamp, yet a matched set of all
eight plate blocks sold for $13 at auc-
tdon. By that standard, a supply of
66,000 ought to be discount postage.
The difference is that PNCs really are
collected as the different stamps they
are, whereas far fewer collectors are
concerned about the specific scarcity of
certain selvage markings. [J

USPS announcement about jumbo rolls.

Lawrence’s Feb 19 column added the
mformation that the 2¢ fumbo rolls were
used by the Reader's Digest. All show
plate number 1, he wrote.

According to the USPS announcement,
the jumbo coils bear the same plate num-
bers as coils of 500 and 3,000. (Most of
these are also printed on the B Press,
but, of late, some have come from nar-
rower 1B-row plates prepared for the C
or D Press.)

However, some PNC collectors believe
it possible that Plate 12 of the 25¢ Yo-
semite, which has not surfaced, may
have been intended for the B Press and
may have seen service w0 print rclis of
10,000.

The only difference between jumbo
rolls and other rolis will be the splice.
USPS said, “The splice does not affect
the adhesive and will not jam stamp-
affixing equipment.” What that means is
that the material used to spiice two rolls
of paper together to create jumbo roils
would have o be gummed on the side
away from the stamps.

USPS warned that it cannol guarantee
that specific rolls would contain splices.
It said the rolls of 10,000 would be sold
only in their entirety and added that ex-
changes would not be permitted.

The three fractional values are known
only from the B Press. On the 25¢ Flag,
only Plates 1, 2, and 3 were printed on
the B Press.

The first report of the plate number on
a jumbo roll of the Yosemnites is of phos-
phored 3, found by Dr. Robert Rabino-
WILL,

And Al Haake found jumbo roils of the
16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon from plate 2 in
St. Louis. O

Book-collectors’ edition

Transportation Coil Isstues
by Joseph Agris, M.D.
Only 90 of 500 remsain
$27 postpaid
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Preliminary study of PNC colors

lamg Seaifcolor I ad g Balfs
1¢ Omnibus Violet 27y 2y 2l 272U
2¢ Locomotive Black 4260 4480 532U 432U Black
3¢ Handcar Dark green 3480 576U 36 575U
3¢ Conesloga Wagon Claret 506U S0BU 49el) 505U Marecon 209
3.4¢ School Bus Dark bluish green 32680 248U 339U 33
4¢ Stagecoach Reddish brown -y IVIR-¥ A VTR 4 11 I VA
4.5¢ Buckboard Brown black 405U 450U 450U 450U
5¢ Motoreycle Gray green 556U 5555U 576U 556U
5¢ Milk Wagon Black A5 437U 437U 437U Gray 4250
5.2¢ Sleigh Carmine 2130 210wl 213l
5.3¢ Elevator Black 449U 438U 554U 438U Black
Service indicalor Red 185
5,5¢ Star Route Truck Deep magenta 2330 233U 214l 233y
5.9¢ Bicycle Blue 2020 202U 291U 292U
6¢ Tricycle Red brown 4710 4710 47U 4710
7.1¢ Tractor Lake 2000 2140 2140 214l Dark red
Service indicator Black
7.4¢ Baby Bugay Brown 46450 46551 4651 46450
7.6¢ Carreta Brown 46550 465U 465U 4650 Brown 168
Service indicator Red 186
8.3¢ Ambulance Green 3520 2680 3B 36
8.4¢ Wheel Chair Brown 49950 479U 507U 4895U Marcon 209
Service indicator Red 186
8.5¢ Tow Truck Dark prussian green 54250 444y 54251 54250
93¢ Mail Wagon Brownish rose 000 24U 2 2wy
10¢ Canal Boat Sky blue 201U 2970 20 291U Blug
10.1¢ Oit Wagon (tagged)  Slate blue 54730 54530 554U 554U
10.1¢ Oil Wagon (P/C) Slate blue 555U 54730 558U 558U Blue
Red precancel fied
10.9¢ Hansom cab Redcish purple 5130 513U 2580 S13U
11¢ Caboose Red 192U 196U 198U 152U
11¢ Stz Bearcat Darx green 54760 444l 4440 444U
12¢ Slanley Steamer Dark biue 540U 549U 54250 540U
12.5¢ Pushcart Olive Green 581U §767U 57830 581U
13¢ Patiol Wagon Black 553U 533U S5477U 553U Black
Service indicator Red 185
13.2¢ Coal Car Slate Green 5545U 55550 54830 5554U Dark green 330
Serviee indicator Red 185
14¢ kceboat Sky blue 297U 3050 291U 297U
15¢ Tugboat Violet 292U 284U 292U 292U Purple 267
16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon Rose 2120 212U 1980 212Y Fed 186U
Senvice indicator Black 7013
17¢ Eiectric Aule Uliramarine 2020 2840 292U 292U
17¢ Dog Sled Sky blue 2000 299U 284U 299U
17.5¢ Racing Car Dark vic/et 5200 28650 2578 2587 Puple 268U
Service indicator Red 186U
18¢ Surrey Dark brown 46350 4705U 484l 464U
20¢ Consurnes Education  Sky blue 2980 306U 291U 184
20¢ Fire Pumper Vermiilion 1780 17850 184U 178U
20¢ Cabig Car Blue viclel 5205U S205U sS275U s205U
20.5¢ Fire Engine Red 1840 1910 2120 184l Red 185U
Service indicator Black
21¢ Railroad Mail Car Dark green 5767U 5763 S767U S767U Green 455
Service indicalor Red 186
24.1¢ Tandem Bicycla Blue 541U 2830 548U 541U Blua 295
Servica indicator Red 186
25¢ Bread Wagen Orange brown 4728 1520 4720 472U
(22¢) ‘D° Groen [y 326U 338U 338U
(22¢) “D" Oflicial Blue 00U 285U 285U 285U
25¢ Flag Qver Yosemile Red Red 185U
Blue Blue 295U
Green 562U

By Philip F. Rose

I have examined the solid, single-color
coil strips from the standpoint of identi-
fying the Pantone color swatch that best
resembled the stamp.

Using a Pantone Color Products Selec-
tor from Letraset, I held the color swaich
rectangle, approximately 10x20mm,
over the stamp. The swatches vary in
hue and intensity throughout the set and
are arranged on heavy paper leaves with
seven samples per leaf. They ars num-
bered, roughly, from 100U to 600U.

The swalches are arranged in a some-
what orderly sequence of primary colors.

There are three-digit and four-digit U
numbers in which the four-digit iden-
tifier is a gradation between three-digit
identifiers.

An identification is difficult since the
stamps are engraved, with the cross-
hatching affecting the hue, and the
swatches are pure color. I have attempt-
ed to sense the full-color impression
rather that maich a small solid section of
the printed stamp. Lighting certainly af-
fects the choice.

I do not have a list of the “official”
Pantone colors used for printing the
stamps on the accompanying table, but I
wonld assume that if the match (with the
official Pantone number) is reasonably
close, it has probably been reported cor-
rectly. I have noted enough variation in
my own choices o know that the maich-
ing process is far from perfect. The ar-
rangement of the stamp pattem in print-
ing affects the color sensation.

The table is my estimate of the Pan-
tone identifications. For each stamp val-
ue I have done three separate and inde-
pendent evalvalions of the Panione
identification.

The first evaluation was made in day-
light. The second in artificial light; the
third in mixed lighting. Finaily, I made a
fourth and final evaluation in which [
compared all previons evaluations and
made & final choice with all the evidence
in. I also include the Scott Catalogue
color [also used in the PNC Caalog,
ed.].

It is my best belief that the Pantone
colors I have selected represent the color
adequately, but they may not be the actu-
al ink colors used. This would be partic-
ularly true of the gray and greem hues.
The reds and purples would probably be

Please turn 1o Page 29
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...and the problems of color in philately

By Stephen (. Esrati

Phil Rose, 2 member of the Plate
Number Coil Study Group, had an awful
time working up the table that accompa-
nies his article. As he states, the values
he abtained varied according to the type
of light used.

It has long been known in philately
that fluorescent light gives wrong results
for color. But so does incandescent light,
although not as bad. In fuorescent light,
the light source contains varying
amounts of blue, That's why the General
Electric Co. names its fluorescent lamps,
inchuding what GE calls “daylight.”

Incandescent light, no matter the watt-
age of the bulb, contains some yellow,

Daylight varies with cloud cover, time
of day, and even northern latitude.

Ideally, collectors should do color
work under low-voltage, high-intensity
lamps, which yield the best color results.
But even these vary from lamp to lamp.

So how does the Scott Publishing Co.
deterrine whether a particular stamp
should be described as “blue,” *“sky
blue,” “ultramarine,” or “light blue?” To
find out, I callad Richard S. Sine, editori-
al director of Scott.

Sine said Scort's color determinations
are made by comparing a stamp against
a reference collection in which the
stamps have known colors.

The question this raises is how the
stamps in the reference collection were
assigned their color names.

In the 1930s, the Scott catalog usad to
refer collectors to a color chart published
in Merriam-Webster's unabridged dic-
tionary. As I recall, it was almost impos-
sible 10 use in philately.

¥anious album publishers have pro-
duced color swatch books. Most of these
have a hole in the middle of a swatch.
One lays the stamp under the swaich and
slides the stamp along from swatch to
swalch to try to maich the color. Theo-
retically, this will allow one 10 match a
cotor variety in that company’s catalog.

Again, the light used will affect the re-
sult, Furthermore, as Rose notes, it is
difficult to compare solid blocks of color
to fine, cross-hatched lines on a stamp.

Which brings us to the hard work Rose
did. I have added to his table the “offi-
cial” BEP Pantone colors where they
were announced by the Postal Service,
These appear in the r1ghtmost column.

I do not know why BEP sometimes
uses the “U" suffix, and sometimes

omits it. And, since the ceclors in the
Pantone Color Products Selector rarely
have names, I do not know whose coler
name the stamps have been given. It
could be BEP's, or it could be the Postal
Service’s. The names may also be from
the Pantone Library of Color, a book I
have been unable to obtain. It is unlike-
ly that the ink at BEP had any color
name, only a Pantone color number,

Cn those stamps where a color is given
without a name, this may refer 1o a pri-
mary Pantone coler, which, as the table
at the lower left shows, have no numbers
at all.

I have also added the BEP information
for service indicators.

Two things are almost immediately ob-
vious in Rose’s table:

* When Scott used the same color
name for two or more stamps, Rose in-
variably found the colors to differ. “Sky
blue,” for example, is used by Scott for
the 10¢ Canal Boat, both printings of the
14¢ [ceboat, and the 17¢ Dog Sled, even
though we have found that the Cottrell
lceboat’s color varies markedly from
that of the B Press Iceboal.

«BEP does not differentiate among
blacks; Panone does. (As does Rose.)

Also, and this is new to me, Rose
found that the color of the tagged 10.1¢
Qil Wagon differed slightly from the
precancels.

Another Rose finding is that although
BEP said the color was the same on the
3¢ Conestoga Wagon and the 8.4¢
Wheel Chair, he found the Wagon to be

Preliminary study
of PNC colors

Continued from Page 28

different by a few swatch intervals on ei-
ther side of my choice.

At this point, the actual Pantone color is
not too cruciai and the official colors re-
ported by USPS should be guoted where
available.

But in the case of color varieties, the
Pantone color could become useful. As
for now, there are a few minor shades in
the 5¢ Motorcycle and 8.3¢ Ambulance
that are interesting.

There also appear io be some siriking
color varieties on the Flag Over the
‘White House, but [ have not examined
these yet. [J

about one shade more red than the Chair.

Also a surprise is that Rose’s final de-
terminaticn assigned the same color to
the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon and the 7.1¢ Trac-
tor.

Rose did not attempt to track down the
known color varieties of the 9.3¢ Mail
Wagon or 10.9¢ Hansom Cab.

So what all this amounts to is that what
Scott may call one thing, BEP terms
something quite different.

It needs to be noted that the original
USPS announcement for the 20¢ Cable
Car was purple and was changed for
technical reasons. We list the color that
was printed.

USPS did not report color according to
the Pantone Numbering System before
late 1988. When PNS numbers were in-
troduced, USPS said the colors were tak-
en from a color catalog widely used in
printing and publishing, possibly the
Pantone Library of Color.

Some collectors may be interested in
duplicating or expanding on Rose's
work. The Pantone Color Products Se-
lector sells for about $8.50 in most art-
supply stores. (I'd be happy to send one
1o anyone at cost plus shipping.} In any
event, it is a handy ilem o use, much
better than any philatelic product availa-
bie for comparing colors. O3

Colors that have names
in the Pantone System

The Pantone designaticn “L° refefs 10 an Lncoaled cotor
paper. This list is arranged in ascending order lor 211 colors
Ihal are assigred names by Pantone. Many basic colors
hawe no numbers (indiced by "NONE™).
Name

Humber
Orange 021U
Red 032y
Blue orau
Super Warm Red U Nore
Exira Black U None
Black Plus U Nane
8lack on Black U Nane
Peocass Yetiow U Nong
Process Magenta U Nane
Process Cyan U None
Process Biack U None
Yellow L) Between 102U and 103U
Warm Red U Betwean 17800 and 179
Rubine Red U Between 218U and 220
Rhododandron Red U Belween 232U and 233U
Pumpie U Between 252U and 2630
Reflex Blug Belween 279U and 280U
Process Blue U Between 306U and 307U
Green U Between 333U and 334U
Black U Alter 405U
warm Gray 1U to 10U None
Cool Gray 1U lo 10t None
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The 1990 Plate Number Coil Catalog will be pub-
ished in May. The catalog will be bigger and bet-

|
ter. New fecatures include:
» Additional informartion, such as tagging gaps, dates plates were sent back to press,
new scarcity tables for paper types, existence of purple machine cancels.
s Improved typography.
» Latest estimates of price for mint and used singles, pairs, strips of 3 and 5, precancel
gaps, varieties.
» Comprehensive treatment of the 25¢ Honeybee, with pricing.
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The catalog's price this year is $17.50 postpaid
($18.73 in Ohio). But you can reserve your pre-

Blatie Number Eoil

paaind publication copy at $16 postpaid ($17.12 in
1990 Ohio) by sending in the coupoen below. (Sorry,
—— no added discount for PNC3.)

A pybitulier o v Ama fuswser Oul Busy Grove

Every known fact about all PNCs!
Some call it an encyclopceedia.
TR PRIy ST A You cean't collect PNCs without one.

== | Save $1.50!
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Q,~

--------------

L

Please reserve one copy of the 1990 PNC Catalog for:

Name:

Address:

State: ZIP:

R

I enclose $16 (§17.12 if I live in Ohio).

Oftfer valid for TPN readers only. Offer expires April 15. Orders postmcarked
after April 15 will be returned.
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Linn’s ‘Trends’
reflects prices
above market

Asked at World Stamp Expo how he
prepares Linn's “Trends” [or PNCs,
since he himseif does not deal in PNCs,
Greg Manning said the listing was en-
tirely the work of Dale Hendricks.

In Hendricks’ colurmn published Dec.
25, some prices rose, mainly for used
singles (compiled by Ken Lawrence).
None fell.

Here is an example of one easy-to-spot
inconsistency: The prices for PS/S of
Plates 12 and 14 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper
remained at 320. The price of used sin-
glas climbed to $10.

Assuming that the prices quoted are for
F-VF (which is what most dealers use),
those prices are way oo high.

In TPN’s latest survey of dealer prices,
the P5/5 is just under $11.00. The used
single hovers around $7.00. The TPN
survey includes only very recent price
lists in preparation for the 1990 PNC
Catalog.

On these stamps, condition is a major
facter. Some dealers who advertise F-VF
usually supply F, judging by strips col-
lectors have submitted to TPN. True VF
should get a premicm.

So let's look at the prices charged by
Al Haake, who grades F and FV separ-
ately. He charges $7 for F and $15 for
VF. Or, wming to Jerry Koepp, who

”IT"f""""’f"’l'ww?l’llJ’waw’b'

All PNC collectors

need UV lamps

/
:
: from Lighthouse

¢ Short wave for tagging, $29.95
» Long wave for paper types,
: $13.95

i shipping

: Special: $33 plus shipping

: for both lamps

: Shipping is direct from Light-

» house. Shipping charge de-

 pends on distance.

Order now, I'll bill you when
shipping charges are known.
(Now Jersey orcsrs tubject to sales 1axes)

Stephen G. Esrati

P.Q. Box 20130
Shaker Helghts, OH 44120

-.\‘
I A I T A T T T T A TR AT I A T AR AR A R e T e e e et

AEETTR BT R R R R TR LR R

(214) 561-9393
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TPN Average
$181.00 $160.65
$180.00 $179.82
$179.00 §178.67
$178.00
$177.00 ’
1988 TPN V-4 TPN IV-5 TPN V-8 TPN V-2
Catalog

UP A BIT—The average ross from $177.58 in November, the last time it was compiied.
The increase would have been more except for a decline in refall prices for Plate 4 of
the10.9¢ Hansom Cab and Plate 6 of the 5.9¢ Bicycle.

grades F and VF.XF, an F strip was §7
and a VF-XF strip was $15. Ed Den-
son's F-VF was 35.60; his VF was
58.40, and his XF was $11.20. Where
did Hendricks get his $20 “average deal-
er's price™?

On these Pumper stamps, where XF is
really hard 1o find, Haake's “XF" price
is $25, Koepp's for “XF-3" is also $25.

Many examples of such problems may
be found in The PNC Caalog, which
wams of stzips in which condition is a
determining factor.

The TPN Average makes adjustments
for dealer’s lists in which “F-VF” is
used. The average is based on VF prices,
So is the catalog.

PNC prices, except for some of the
scarcer items, have been falling for more
than a year. That's why the TPN Aver-
age has hovered near the same level all
year while the mass of PNCs have de-
clined. The average includes the “Dirty
Dozen,” the strips that have been climb-
ng.

The question that needs to be asked of
Dale Hendricks is this: “How many deal-
ers' lists are being averaged for
“Trends'?"

For the record, TPN's curtent survey

mcludes:

A.5. Cibulskas, Daie Hendricks of Dale Enler-
prises, £d Denson, H&H Slamps & Coins, Al
Haake, Max Hickox, Michael Karem, Joe Lane,
Michagl Lipson, M&M/Sculhwest, Tom Maeder,
Miller's Mint, Or. Roberl Rabinowilz, Rasdale
Stamp Co., Craig Selig and Slamps *n' Stuit,

The average price for a surip of five of
Plate 3 of the 22¢ Flag is around $50.
Haake’s {360 for VF) and Hendricks'
own (375 for F-VF) prices are the only
ones over $50. Koepp shows it at $50 as
does Dr. Robert Rabinowitz. Yet
“Trends” shows it a1 $70.

Collectors who take “Trends” aiong
when they go shopping may do well to
reat “Trends” with a grain of sait by
buying only at a discount from “Trends”
prices. They're simply oo high.

Meanwhile, TPN is stymied on finding
the true market price for Plate 4 of the
20¢ Flag. Haake's latest list does not
quote it at all. Other dealers quote it, but
have no steck.

Denson and Haake needed some 1o fill
orders. Many dealers they called were
out of stock, although they continued 10
quote the strip in their lists. Said Haake,
“This one may bs on s way up in
price.”

Haake also discovered another anoma-
Iy. Many dealers who advertise very low
prices for scarce (but inexpensive) strips,
have retail prices lower than Haake's
wholesale price. But when Haake sought
to buy, say, 100 strips, he couid some-
times obtain only 1 or 10. Sometimes he
could get none, yet their ads kept offer-
ing “unreal low-ball prices,” Haake said.

One such strip, Haake said, was the B
Press version of the 14¢ Iceboar.

The average this month climbed a hair
from the level of November. The rise
was affected, however, by a sizable de-
chine in Plate 6 of the 5.9¢ Bicycle and
Plate 4 of the 10.9¢ Hansom Cab.

While it is kmown that new supplies of
the Bicycle have turmed up, the fall of
the Hansom Cab seems to indicate the
same thing.

Writing in the February Coil Line,
Tom Maeder said: *There is some suspi-
cion about 10.9¢ 3/4. While certainly not
common, some believe that one accumu-
lator has an unknown quantity ‘sand-
bagged.””

Omne of the pervasive mysteries of PNC
collecting has always been that the
“Maximum PNC" figure for tagged and
precanceled Plates 1 and 2 of the 10.9¢
is about 40% of the figure for Plates 3
and 4.,

From Ken Lawrence’s front-page arti-
cle, we now know the exact tagged
quantity, But we still don't know why
Plates 3 and 4 are so scarce. (]
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Youngblood and Lawrence
bowing as authors at Amos

Books by two members of the Plate
Number Coil Smdy Group are being
published by Amos Press, publisher of
Linn's and the Scoit catalogs.

First off the mark is Wayne L. Young-
blood s “*Stamps That Glow,” a compen-
dium of his Linn’s columns of the same
name, which deal with the basics of tag-
gng.

Somewhat later (after a pause caused
by publication of Linn's U.S. Stamp
Yearbook) will come Ken Lawrence’s
The Linn's Plate Number Coil Hand-
book.

Lawrence’s book was originally to be
published by Stamp Collector, based on
Lawrence's PNC columns in that stamp
weekly. He switched to Linn’s in 1987,
where the format of his column changed.

Previously, Lawrence had written
about one PNC at a time, the 18¢ Summey
for example, compiling in each column
all that was then known about that basic
PNC design. A compilation of 2ll those
columns was 1o be pubdlished in book

form.
%ok

HELP WANTED: The Plate Number
Coil Study Group has a gap in its data.

We know, for example, that Plate 2 of
the 18¢ Surrey was paired with Plate 1
before being paired with Plate 8. Our
earliest BEP reports, however, are those
dated in July 1981. Can someone lend us
carlier 1981 reports? We did borrow ear-
lier reports to make up our data, bot we
then ignored second dates to press. Now,
we need that information.

Repiies ta TPN, piease.

seieske

World Stamp Expo was a “swell
show,” said Jerry Koepp, owner of
Stamps 'n’ Swiff in West Des Moines,
Iowa, “especially in the first days when
all the PNC collectors were there.

“Our coil books were out on the coun-
ters all the time and there were people
waiting for them. In those first days, I
sold more than $17,000 in plaie number
coils. It was a real good show.”

Koepp said he sold a few copies of
Plates 3 and 4 of the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon
and Plate 1 of the 18¢ Flag, but most of
the strips sold were under $25.

L2 1 ]

Scott F. Smith showed his PNC col-
lection at Socopex in Colorado Springs
last year and won the Burean Issues As-

All the PNC news

sociation's award plus awards for the
best exhibit by a novice and the best ex-
hibit by a member of the Colorado
Springs Stamp Club. But the show rated
his exhibit only as worthy of a silver
medal.

soak e

Henry W. Beecher, writing in Stanp
Collector, noticed that when USPS re-
vised Section 143 of the Domestic Mail
Manual about the legality of the sale of
precancels, it did not fall in line with
what had been announced in The Postal
Bulletin of Jan. 5, 1989.

The announcement had said the prohi-
bition against the sale of precanceled
stamps was “‘unnecessary and impossible
to administer. It has been deleted.”

But when Beecher examined the new
§143, he found that §143.32 still said:
“Permit holders may not sell unused pre-
cancelled stamps obtained under their
permit.”

Beecher apparently did not see the
most recent update of the DMM. That
section now reads:

$143,32 Permit holders

Colleclors who bave a permil to mait mallar
bearing precanceli'ed postage at the post office
where [helr mail (s presented may buy precan-
celled posiage for phitatelic purposes of lor the
purposa of paying postage. Precancelled stamps
may ba pufchasad for the purpese of paying
poslage or lor philatelic purpeses.

The phrase banning precancel sales has
been deleted.

But if Beecher's post office did not
have the updated version of the DMM,
that might also have happened in other
post offices, possibly explaining why
collectors are still finding difficuliies in
using precancels on their mail.

o4 3 ke

Put Cincirnati on your travel plans for
this sumumer. That's where PNC3 will
have its annual meeting during this
year's STaMpsHOW. Tt's scheduled
from Aug. 23 to 26 in the the Cincinnati
Civic Center.

€k ok

Joe R. Lane reprinted the editorial
from our November issue in one of his
mail sales saying: “Thought [ might get
you a few new subscriptions.” Thank
you, Joe. O

GAPS

Al In strigs of five. VF or better uniess stated.
Last ad using 1989 catalog prices!

4T73,4 2L PSS 2.85
2L PS/3 225
1L P&S 3.50
LN PS/5 7.00
475, 6 2L, 1L PSS 285
LN F PSS B.0G
4971,2 1R,NO PSS 2.25
49734 NO PS5 4.00
LN F PS5 2.10
2L 1L PSS 210
4.9T4v1 2L 1L Buggy whip 15.00
LN Buggy whip 16.00
NOD F Buggy whip 14,00
4975.6 2 PS5 2.00
3R PS/5 2.50
LN PSS ¥.00
a PS@ 8.50
49T6V2  NO Buggy rein 35.00
§52T1,2 NO PS/5 11.5¢
5273.5 NO P&/S5 15,00
5274, 86 2L NO PS5 11.75
5973,4 NO PS/5 18.00
59756 LN P&/& 73.00
8.aT, 2 Al P&/5 285
8.37T3.4 1R P&/S 5.00
MO P5/8 (Gap 2R) 11.00
8.aT1 NO P&/ 21.00
PS8/ 15,50
48 PS/5 21.00
93712 NOQ, 2L PSS 25.00
€372, 4 NO, 1A P58 40.00
§.3T4 2L PS/5 24.00
LN F8/5 2200
93756 NO, 2L PSS 2.50
$.378 2L F P56 10—
108T1,2 LN PS/S 25.00
12T1,2  NO, LM PS5 328
17T1,2C LN F P&/§ 7.50
1773, 4A  NO,
2L1L PSS 6.25
LN F PS/5 35.00
17T3.48  NO PS/5 35.00
1773,4C NO, LN,
1R PS5 12.50
17754 NQ, 2L PSS 5.50
L PE/S 8.00
17T5,68 LN, 1L PS5 12.00
1775 NO PS/S 30.00
1775, 7C 4L P&ME 35.00
17T6A NG P&/S 30.00
2. PSS 10.00
1w P 15.00

Many sirips on hand in P5/6. if you ke them that
way, ask lor them, no added charge f avallable,
Uniate saparately priomd hen,inke off 10% for PS/
3. Many 17¢ setenant sirips on hand as kng
strips. Priced according to the 1980 calaiog.

25% off on orgars of $100 or more. 15% off on or-
ders of 350 of mora. PNC3 mermoers get an added
5% off,

Compista 1980 Lighthouse PNC aibum, in 2
bindera, $300 nat.

| provide many happy cusiomers with FNCs with
new numbers as they appear.

| also supply House of Farnam FDCs on subscrip-
tion,

Steve Esrati
P.O. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120
(216) 561-9393
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4 B85¢ N Crank dat (min1) 1L )] Bee. Full serilon truncited 1

4BA 85¢ H Slashed tirs 150 # Ben. Hiddennumbar snd moctiad yellow

%68 89¢ H DotinBolBS n Bee Jomtling

Mo, Face Plate # Descsiption M. Ficn Platet Qexcristies ig Brita
2 e M Chig 1L bottom between 2d & 4dth perl, B S o Ree lannp coenrma 1A - A
3 1, M Chio 1L between #th & 6ith peri. B 1 Auto. Dot svove £ 1R (mint) PS§ nm
4 1¢ M Crack 1R [ I PO Aute. Chipan joint line 1R %3] -]
E X N Tailon *t 1L am PSS 51
5A 2 N same BB 17 #T Auto. Dot above E [P/ Type A PS5 50
6 N Smoking 1" 1L 3] L ] Mint LOM Dot/Dex Line 1L/1R PEs 5
same noowm on Mint mummmm-z PS5 ol
same 2m N Mint LOM tLine 1LAR PS5 -]
8 34 41,2 Chill-Relter Doubling noowm i Mint LOM Dod 1LAA PS5
BA 34t #1.2  Chill-Roller Doubling 1} 1 i Mint LOM Dats 1LA1R [ ]
8 J4 #,2 (Gan1R) Thin ﬂDuDII bar break on tog P/C bar 8 L T B | Mint LCM Dats LR PSS m
0 34 M2 Gan ml Missing Pariad afier "Orq.” Mat Variely 2R | T | T Flag.Seashell’t. P5S 100
PS L " I | Sumey. LighiningBok tL 2 Lo |
n 34 N2 ﬁan Iﬁ) Missing Period Mal Yaristy 2 of gag am ] ~11000
12 34t Not is%ing Pariod M Variaty on Stamps 2 & 4 sm 55 2.0
13 3.4r No#  Missing Pericd Mal Variety on Stamp 1R of gap - TR VI © | Surtey, Lightning 8o 1L ] M
" 4« A Multipte Slashes 1R ame fe] M
Sll'l'l 0 W 1112 Monumenl . Color shik Ps§ 3]
same m x® N Fumper, PiieCrack 111 Ps2 1M
15 4 82 Multiple Slashes 2L & 1L am = wm
% 4 R Quatalion Marks 1L LI ] Fummpar. ChitiRolier P55 1259
wouw 8 LOM dots 2 2t 1L/ 151 1R 0 o 0 Pumpes. QM Dot 1L L] 1500
ame 1% X I Furoper . LW Qat & Line 1L 75§ E50
1 4 N8B B Press. inking Yariaty Flk!lnu Lugpaga Variahie 0w 2 it Purrll LOM Qat 1L PS5 il |
20 same. Doctar Blade Under Tiry m »m i Fumper. LOM Cat & Line 1L P55 m
a same. Doctor Blade Over OCoach s ] 50
22 49¢ N.2  Matvaristy, double spike in road 1L of gap E1] s A
3 49¢ 41,2 Matvaristy, singla spiks in rogg 1L ol gap M o e an. LM Dot & LinetL PSS -E0
U 4% 2 Gap 2R, Doubia bar break -~ both bars PR £0e
2% A% M Buggy Whip (mint} shont R e
B 4% M Buggy Whip (mint) long nm x M an LCMal 1L P55 n
7 A% M Bugoy Whio (P/C) LG ] ]
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By Stephen G. Esrati

In 1981, the first year of PNCs, USPS
issued five face-different PNCs: 18F,
20F, 9.3T, 17T, 18T, and 20T.

In 1982, it added 2T, 4T, 5.9T, 10.9T,
and 20M. That year, the Plate Number
Coil Study Group was formed with three
members, Dennis Chamberlain became
the first PNC dealer, and joined.

In 1983 the change-makers—1T, 3T,
ST—were issued, as were 5.2T and the
20¢ official.

On January 9, 1984, the study group
went public for the first time, when [
wrote about PNCs in Linn's. By then the
group had a dozen members, one of
whom, George V. H. Godin, has devised
a checklist for PNCs that appeared occa-
sionally in The United States Specialist.
The December 1983 table appeared with
my article and listed a total of 102 face-
different tagged and precanceled stamps.

Sull unreported by collectors at that
lime were: 5.2T3 and 5.2T5; 9.3T5,
03T6, 9.3T1P, 9.3T2P, and 9.3T8P;
17T5, 17T6, and 17T7.

The article pointed out same of the
pitfalls of early PNC collecting. You
could not get rid of waste precancels.
You could not obtain up-to-date BEP
information (which was then only two
months late but now goes as long as
eight months).

And Godin was quoted as saying that it
was not really meaningful for collectors
to asswmne that the total number of
impressions is a clue to scareity, He «it-
ed 18F6 and 18F7 as examples. “The 7
is far more difficult to obtain than the 6
although printed with almost two-and-a-
half times the quantity. I know of one
sectional center that shredded case after
case of No. 7 when the rates changed 10
20¢ from 18¢. Check collectors’ want
lists and virtually everybody needs 7 but

has 6. ... Quantities printed should not
be the sole criterion ... of philately.”
That article was illustrated by a

numbered strip of three of 18F5 for
which my editor, Donna O'Keefe, wrote
this cutline: “The plate number appears
at the bottom of the center stamp....”
Ses how far we have progressed?

Of course things have changed since
that article appeared. In one 1983 round-
robin newsletter [ had averaged out deal-

Was it the Year of the

er prices for the study group. In additon
to Chamberlain, Vem Krans, Al Hagen,
Dr. E. V. Smith, Dr. Robert Rabinowirtz,
D. John Shultz, and Al Haake were deal-
ers whose prices were included.

Myrton G. Hill, Jr., suggested that I do
this agaim and publish it as a catalog,
The first 1985 printing was 100 copies.
A second printing added 150 more, but
50 were unsold.

Hill also fathered the idea of 7PN
when he suggested making the round-
robin available to people who did not be-
long to the study group.

In 1985, Linn's editor, Michael
Laurence, then a member of the study
group, launched a monthly PNC column,

which I wrote. In 1986, I publicized the
legal way for collectors to use up their
precancel waste by obtaining a fres
permit.

Other dealers joined the ranks. Dale
Hendricks probably did more to popular-
ize PNCs with his comprehensive, two-
color price lists than any other dealer.

And then came 1989! No new face-
differert PNCs were issued. Tom
Maeder, writing in Coil Line, called
1989 the “'slow time.,”

But Ed Denson, writing in The Point,
his house organ, found 1989 exhilarating
after 25F2 was found on phosphared
paper.

The reprint complicates what is already wetl
on the way to being a very nleresting stamp. |

the mark. But in my
view, 1989 was the
Year of the Honeybee.

Never in my experi-
ence in PNC collecting (and I am first of
all a collector) have I seen so many deal-
ers get interested in obscure aspects of a
PNC. First they advertised the truncated
“1" with and without a serif. Later, when
the untruncated “1" was found, that
became a feature in many ads and price
tists. Finally, there has been an outpour-
ing of ads (obviously to meet interest
from collectors) for various positions of
D Press seam lines. And this stamp has
only two plate numbers!

1989 was also when new ideas entered
the hobby,
while older
ideas changed.

Kim Cuniber-
i suggested
that, maybe,
precancel gaps
moved one
space each time the press was stopped.
From that, 1 proposed that, maybe,
tagging gaps also moved each time the
presses stopped.

It another sphere, Cuniberti wondered
about two colors and two papers on the
12.5T. In almost no time, Lee Warzala
came up with answers, resulting in two
precance] styles, two UV colors, and a
whole new area of exploration, which is
still being investigated.

On yet another front, Ed Denson
wondered whether an 18F7 existed with
1 purple machine cancel, a stamp he said

or a Year of accomplishment?

have to say (hal each Flag issue has ils own
feeling. The 18¢ Fiag has Ihe charm of rarity
aboul it. 11 feels almos! classical. The 20¢ Issue
is dull, If the trulh be lold, The 22¢ issue has Ihe
scarce numbers, and a run of piate varisiles such
as the broken 8, the (hree positions ol the 13,
ang the smuaged 17 lo keep it Interesling, nol lo
menticn (he Test Coif,

Now (he 25¢ Yosemile {ssue comas along wilk
(he fruition of (he Test Coil—Ihe lagged and
phosphored papers. The FDCs are [he most in-
laresting aspect of this stamp wilh three or four
numbers among the rarest known. Not since the
Fire Pumper have we Seen such a run of numbers
¢n FDCs—althouph | have lo admil (hat this
{ime il Is parity because we have what USPS has
treated 4s Iwo stamps here: Ihe one on lagged
paper and the one on phosphored.

Denson would make 1989 the Year of
the Yosemite. And, judging by the
number of news items that appeared here
in 1989 about the stamp, he is not far off

would have a very large premium. Since
then, the stamp has been reported with
such a cancel, as have other stamps that
saw only limited use during the experi-
mental period of purple ink, and,
strangely, 22F5, which was issued after
purple ink had been discontinued by
USPS.

To bring the year o a dramatic close,
almost 100 people were packed tightly
into the tiny meeting room provided 1o
PNC? at World Stamp Expo for the first
annual meeting of the club. It ended its
first year with 369 members.

1990 may be another year in which no
face-different PNCs will be issued. If
1989 is any indication, that may be
good. It should certainty not discourage
us from new findings and finds. (J



LETTERS:

Continued from Page 25

mation, not to suppress it. In the wake of
your refusal, my letter seems to have be-
come a popular piece of PNC samizdat.
Those who haven’t seen it yet may ac-
quire a copy by sending me 43 cents in
poslage.

Ken Lawrence

P.O. Box 3568

Jackson, MS 39207

World Stamp Expo exhibit

The PNC3 exhibit at World Stamp
Expo has been remurned. Aleng with the
exhibit was a nice letter from Dickey B.
Rustin, director of WSE, stating that he
is sure that many potential new members
will be contacting us as a resuit of seeing
our PNC frame.

I also received a letter from John
Hotchner, coordinator of the c¢lub
frames. He mentioned one individual
who was particularly impressed by the
club frames, Richard Drews, cxecutive
director of World Columbian Stamp
Expo, who told John of his hepe that the
exhibit might be kept intact for that
show, to be held in Chicago in May
1992,

Gene Trinks
Founding President, PNC3
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There’s never too much data

Another great issue. The coverage of
the Bee is remarkable. While most col-
lectors I've talked to hate them, the pub-
lic loves them. However, the basic prob-
lem remains: How was the printing
dona?

As o the comment “tco much data.”
Data is important. When one realizes the
printing experiments that have taken
place since 1981 in the quest for speed,
these bits and pieces of data are impor-
tant. Imagine someone looking back at
this period 50 years from now and not
having data to complete a study.

Frank Norulak
Torrance, Calif.

In praisa of TPN

{Editor’s note: TPN does not usually
publish letters praising this publication,
burt to allay suspicicn that all the letters
we get are critical of our efforts, here are
two exceptions:]

TPN has proven to be an excellent
source for PNC information. For the in-
formation I receive, the subscription rate
is a bargain.

David Martin
Greensboro, N.C.

Enclosed is my renewal. Keep up the
good work,

The Plate Number is an outstanding

Constant plate varieties

(and an inking)—Part XXVI

By A.S. Cibulskas

7.4¢ Baby Buggy

3. Mat variety. Two black ink splattess; one dot
and onc slash near the bottom edge of the stamp at
IR of the gap. Position relative 1o the plate number
is being defined. Constant. (Marrelli)

7.6¢ Carreta

a. Inking variety. Although the name of this cal-
umn technically excludes items such as this, it is be-
ing reponed because it appears to be desired by col-
lectors of vareties. Plate 2. Apparendy some rolls
were promed in a dramatically lighter shade of
brawn sometime during the press run. When found,
eatire rolls are affecied. (Muhtiple repors)

10.1¢ Oil Wagon

a2, Mat vaniety, Plate 2, red overprint. “Broken C”
in “'Carrier.” The bottem part of the loop in the letter
is missing. Constant at 33R. (Anon.)

11¢ Caboose

Mat vacety. “Flying wrench,” Appears as 1
1.5mm “v" on its side near the right perfs about 3-
4mm from the bottom of the stamp. Constant at 4L,
{(Lenz)

25¢ Flag over Yosemite

Plate 2, phosphored. Anywhere from half ta three-
quantexs of the plate number is missing, leaving only
the top loop. (Cunibe:ti)

[Editor's note: Coil Lins reports that this ig not a
plate variety, but an inking flaw, "since the missing
pant of the plate aumber is rised on the stamp's sur-
face.” Coil Ling's find was by Edward Gould.]

15¢ Honeybee

i. Additienal information on the “Blade of Grass”
reparted in the last issue. Described as green lines,
they are actually blus. The initial examples provided
were all within the stamp design, mostly on wp of
the yeitow, More cxamples have since been provid-
ed, which showed the line extending into the white
edges at both the top and bottom. All were unequiv-
ocally cyan. Additional examples of different posi-
Lens have not been reponted since the last write-up.

b, “Green Bee" color varety. Areas of magents
ink are missing. The uninked arca is isolated in the
body of the bee, resvling in the appearance of 1
green bee. Found randomly in several rolls. (Anen )

. Color shift of the background (process) yellow
resuite in about 1.5mm of yellow outside the left de-
sign area and compietely uninked (white) arcas in-
side the frame. (Hamrick). O

8]

Readers may obtain letter TPN would not print

contribution to our hobby., In fact, it’s
rather difficult to conceive of FNC col-
lecting without it—and that, I think, is a
real tribute to your hard work and dedi-
cation.

Conrad Keydel

Detroit

In reply: Thank you, and other readers
who have commented similarly.

And a contrary view
Your january issue was dominated by

a huge amoun: of detail on the Honey-
bee. What fraction of your readers read
through it all? You may lose readers if
you comntimie to publish highly technical
articles which combine fact with a tre-
mendous amount of speculation.

Dz, Robert Rabinowitz

Stamford, Conn.

Inreply: TPN's renewals exceed 75%.

ADLETS
Classified ads are 15 cents a
word. There is no charge for your
address. Members of PNC? are
entitled to one 25-word free ad-
let each year.

PMC FDGCs; Hand-cotored, numbered, 50 of 1est of each
made; list lor SASE In Anagram, €301 Poindexter, Rock-
vitle, MD 20852, (2-00)

UNTAGGED ERRORS: Sreadwagon, Yosemile, others for
trade or sala. Untagged coils on commercial covers on ap-
provai. Buying 1aq varielies. TAG SHIFT HARRY Mueggen-
burg, 3525 Bluft Court, Carmichael, CA 35608, (5-90)

USED Transpertation plate number singles, pairs and strios.
Very challenging, interesting, and inexpensive, Some cov-
ers alse. Price Jist lor SASE, Max Hickar, Box 21081, Den-
ver, Gole. 80221. (5-90)

BEST BUY] A0 difleren! used plate number colls $21; 17
ditferent PNCs on #6 commercial covers $11.50, Rahn,
5316 LaSalle Rd., Deiray Beach. FL 33484, (2-50)

BUYINB PNC FOCS. Wrile lirsL Thomas Gill, 19959 Havi-
Iand Ave., Bronx, NY 10472, (4-9C}

MICHEL 198% Specialized U.5. Cafalog, In German.
$39.50, Speciai lo 7PN readets: $30.00. Incluoes B-page
puide in English to s use. Prices all PNCs in PS/3 and
PS/5, Including all precancels. Also prices U.S, se-iznant
1ssues. Order now, belore they sell oul againt Complete
Lighhouse PNC album in 2 binders, $300. Sleve Esrali,
P.0. Box 20130, Shakar Heighis, OH 44120.

LIGHTHDUSE PNC 2/bum supplements are due soon.
Please fet me have your order (and lor other Lighthouse
supplements) 10 lat me gauge Ihe size cf my oroer. All sup-
plements are 18% off list price. Sleve Esrali, P.O. Box
20130, Shaker Heighls, OH 44120

GERMANY, WEST BERLIN new issues at aboul 10% gver
taca on substripton, including horzonlal pairs from coils,
ol sirips of five, booklets, combinations, 1irst-day sheel-
lats, annual collzctions. Steve Esrall, P.O. Box 20130,
Shaker Heights, OH 44120,
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Washburn books now illustrated ® symbol enters

PNCe on Cover by Kobert M. Warhburn, avaiia-
ble from the author at $7 50 posipaid (P.0. Box
B840, Skowhepan, Maine 04975}

PNC Varieties by Roberr M. Washburn, availabie
from the author ar 1250 postpmd (F.O. Box 840,
Skowhegan, Maine 04976}

The good news first: This year's PNCs
on Cover is illusrated with many nice
examples of PNCs on commercial cover.
But the bad news is this: Many of the
earliest known usages (EKUs) are sall
very, very lale, indicating how difficult
it is to track down early usage.

An example: The earliest date on Plate
2 of the tagged 5.2¢ Sleigh is Feb 10,
1986, and even this one is philatelically
inspired. The siamp was issued March
31, 1983.

One would have hoped that in the year
since the first edition was published,
Robert Washbum would have been
flooded by reports from collectors with
niews saying, “[ have an earlier cover.”

In fact, someone did move the date of
5.2T2 up from Sept. 21, 1986, but that’s
only seven months, There just have to be
earlier covers, even if assuredly philatel-
ic. But it takes alert collectors.

[TPN received EKU updaies from only
two readers last year after publication of
the 1989 PNC Catalog, which incorpo-
rated many of Washbum's EKUs, And
one of the “finds,” when inspected by
Washburn, turmed out to be in error.]

Washbumn has set himself a difficult
task. Since legitimately used precancels
are not tied to cover and bear no cancels,
it is almost impossible to determine the
date of mailing. It is not surprising,
therefore, that some precanceled stamps
still have no earliest known usage.

But Washburn has tracked some down
by their contents or by dated slogans on
the envelopes.

In the February issue of Coil Line,
Washburn details a find of several pre-
canceled PNCs on commercial covers,
all of them fakes. Be careful.

As in the previous edition, Washbum
has assigned scarcity ratings to covers.
A new twist is a note telling if the covers
exist on unofficial FDCs.

There are some nice surprises in the
book, such as an illustration of the first
known PNC on commercial cover, an
18¢ Flag from Plate 1 canceied May 6,
1981. That's only 12 days after the day
of issue, but chances are an earlier EKU
may yet come to light.

One flaw of the book is that by nature
it is only 2 listing. This leaves no room
for wext. But one would dearly love to
know the story behind one illustrated

TPN Reviews

cover that shows a 10.9¢ Hansom Cab
precancel from Plate 2 with what Wash-
burn calls a “so-called postmaster’s pro-
visional” from Redwood City, Calif., of
0.1¢. This made the item into an 11¢
mailing, possibly to meet the 11g rate
that began on Nov. 1, 1989,

The catch is that under postal regula-
lions, the 10.9¢ stamp could be used to
pay the new rate for some time after the
rate hike. The mailer would have paid
the difference with his mailing cer-
tificate. Yet Washburn does not indicate
that this was philatelic. Nor does he say
anything else.

There's a story here waiting 1o be told.

Washburn's second book, PNC Varie-
ties, is also illustrated this year, using
clear photocopies of the varieties. Each
eniry that is illustrated is annotared to
guide the reader 1o the pictures, which
are grouped at the end of the book.

The usefulness of the book is immense
because it pulls together every known
variety and arranges them for each
stamp by plate number. Thus, if you get
a letter bearing a particular stamp, num-
bered or mot, it is relatively easy to
search through Washbum's list of
known varieties and compare (o see
whether your letter had one.

In almost all cases, Washbum has pro-
vided the location of the variety in the
strip.

Washbum’s list includes everything,
from plate cracks 1o tagging varieties. A
very useful book. sge

The Flae Number Singls Album. S&5 Stamps
(P.O. Box 6205, West Palm Beach, Fla, 334.5-
6205). 14 pages. 85, plus 31 poatage and handling.

This inexpensive set of album pages
for mint or used singles, including one
space for every PNC and each precancel,
has just one flaw.

The pages have been prepared for a
three-ring binder, but somebody forgot
about what kappens to pages in a three-
ring binder unless additional space is
given at the left edge. Thus, there is pre-
cious little room for safety at the left
edge of the page when stamps are
mounted five across.

The publishers, Ken Simon and Ed
Susman, promisc anmual supplements.
Perhaps when they go back to the draw-
ing boards, they'll give the pages a slight
jog to the right to add space at the
left. sge

catalog for purple
machine cancels

Before Ed Denson collected PNCs, he
callected stamps with purple machine
cancels. These cancels were originally
experimental to try 1o meet a problem.

Canceling machines at bulk mail cen-
ters were being slowed by black ink that
gummed up the works. The new ink was
intended to flow more freely and speed
up the machines.

In 1981, USPS decided to go with the
new ink for special canceling machines
in large bulk.mail centers.

That same year, USPS had to bite the
bullet. It found that the ink could be re-
moved from stamps with a “common
household product.” Denson thinks it
might be Windex.

USPS sent out word to the post offices
authorized to use the machines to cease
and desist. Slowly, the machines made
their way to smaller offices, where the
postmasters had not been informed to
stop using the purple ink. So the practice
continued until April 1984 at just one
post office, Trenton, N.J.

Then Linn's asked Trenton why, Tren-
ton stopped. That was the end of the pur-
ple machine cancel (PMC).

This year's Plate Number Coil Catalog
will indicate each PNC known with a
PMC by placing a @ next to its catalog
number.

Most of the PNCs known with PMCs
are on stamps used to meet the first-class
postal rate. But there are three excep-
tons, all quite rare: 2 4¢ Stagecoach
{probably from a strip of five to make up
the 20¢ rate); a 5.9¢ Bicycle, and a
18.9¢ Hansom Cab.

The cataiog assigns no premiums to
PMCs, but Denson estimates a price of
$500 on Plate 7 of the 18¢ Flag.

Thanks to Denson, Tom Maeder, and
Wayne L. Youngblood, we know of the
following;

18¢ Flag: 1-7 (ain)

204 Flag: 1though 9

20¢ Consyumer Educttion: 1-4 {alt)

22¢ Flag: 5 (from Trenton)

4¢ Stagecnach: 2

55¢ Bicycle: 4

10.9¢ Hansom Ceb: 2

17¢ Elgctric Aute: 1, 2

18¢ Surrey: 1 thraugh 16
20¢ Fire Pumpar, 1-16 {2/1)

Some of these are from unauthorized
machines inta which postmasters had
put the purple ink.

Denscn warns: “These are purple, not
vielet.” O3
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USPS curbs press rights as dealers get inside information

Continued from Page 23

a Cincinnati magician and PNC collec-
tor, from the Shrine of Our Lady of the
Snows in Belleville, I, close to dealer
Al Haake's home town. Later shipments
1o that office were all Plate 2.

“We were beginning to doubt the an-
thenticity of the original report,” Dr.
Rabinowitz wrote. “Could it have been a
hoax?”

At World Stamp Expo in November,
Maifeld ended that speculation by telling
the Plate Number Coil Collectors Club
(PNC?): “I want to say that Plate 3 of the
7.6¢ Carreta is alive and living in Cin-
cinnati.”

After the PNC collectors had left
Expo, but while the show was still open,
D. John Shultz of Kansas found rolls of
3,000 and offered them w dealers.
Shultz would not disclose where he had
found the rolls, but teld TPN that they
had been available since summer.

Many dealers bought from Shultz, but
Dr. Rabinowitz rssisted because he did
not want 1o pay “30% over face.”

“I asked Haake to pinpoint the date the
3s arrived at Belleville. He leamed that
they arrived on Jure 12, and had been
shipped from Washingten on June 8,
Dr. Rabinowitz wrote.

Armed with that information, Dz, Rabi-
nowitz contacted the Stamps Division
and was given a list of cites that had
shipments around Fune 8,

The remarkable thing about that is that
Dr. Rabinowitz, who is a philatelic jour-
nalist as well as a dealer, was provided
that information despite the policy for-
bidding talk to journalists.

James B. Murphy, a senior philatelic
programs specialist in the Stamp Sup-
port Branch, which has exclusive juris-
diction for dealing with journalists, said:
“We [the Postal Service} try to channel
all our inquiries o a central office so we
get a unified response, so we give accu-
rate information to all members of the
press or general public. The policy is
that inguiries should go through the
Stamp Sunport Branch.”

The list obtained by Dr. Rabinowitz
led him to the conclusion that Shultz had
bought his rolls in Kansas City, Mo.

Haake called Kansas City apd
confirmed “that Shuliz had bought 7.6¢
rolls there,” Dr. Rabinowitz wrote.
“However, that batch, according to the
accountable-paper person, was gone. We
looked elsewhere, stll frustrated that

TPN Exposé

Shuitz had the only source.”

Just before Christmas, Dr. Rabinowitz
said, he called Kansas City and learned
that all that was there was Plate 2,

Dr. Rabinowitz wrote that he then
called Shultz who said he would not be
able to provide rolls until the following
week. “Thus,” he wrote, “John could get
meore 3s, but Kansas City had only 25.”

In Coil Exposé style, Dr. Rabinowitz
then wondered whether Shuitz was still
getting his suppty there, but then under-
cut the suspicion he himself had planted:
“That's hard to believe.”

Rabinowitz and Haake called Balti-
more, Decatur, [l1l., and New Brunswick,
N.J. All were out of 3s.

“"Evenmially,” Rabinowitz wrote, “a
city was located where several cases of
roils of 3,000 from the June shipment
were sitling.” These, he said, were the
source for most of the 3s now stocked by
dealers. He did not name the city, al-
though his article was offered for publi-
cation in 7PN,

Dr. Rabinowitz said he wondered if
Plate 3 might not be scarce because all
shipments after those of June apparently
were from Plate 2. Another angle that
raised his suspicions about the scarciry
of the stamp was the discovery in Texas
by Joe Lane of rolls of 500 of Plate 2.

Again Dr. Rabinowitz called the
Stamps Division and again he was given
information denied o philatelic joumnal-
ists and collectors. "The Stamps Divi-
sion confirms producing rolls of 500 dur-
ing the time Plate 3 was to press.”

[We lack all data on plate activity after
April 1989, stalling work on the PNC
Catalog.]

According to Charles Yeager, he is
provided information by Foster for quan-
tities of stamps ordered and quantities
shipped, information nezeded for Linn’s
U.S. Stamp Yearbook. He said she must
work a half day or more to pravide that
information, but he asks no other data
from her.

The difference, of course, is that Yeag-
er gets no economic advantage from his
information and the information he gath-
ers is published for all to see,

That is not the case with the informa-
tion Dr. Rabinowitz gets. He does not
name cities where he finds supplies. He
does not reveal quantities. He does not

solicit the information as a journalist—
to disseminate to collectors—but as a
dealer, 1o make a profit.

TPN knows of the following incidents:

« When Plate 2 of the B Press 8.3¢
Ambulance was first reported, a coilec-
tor in Buffalo told of the ouirage of a
postal official there who had been called
first thing in the moming by Dr. Rabino-
witz, who ordered roils of the stamps.
The postal official had not yet unpacked
the shipment from Washington and was
upset that a dealer would know what
stock he was receiving before he, him-
seif, kmew.

* When Plate 2 of the tagged 12.5¢
Pushcart was found by Dr. Rabinowitz
in Hartford, he charged $4.50 a sirip
wholesale. That is considerably more
than the 30% markup asked by Shuliz on
the Carretas.

Dr. Rabinowitz knaw the 12.5s were 1o
go off sale in a few days, on April 30,
leaving him a monopoly on the supply.

By accident, the Postal Servics
switched TPN's call to inqutire about this
to Foster. Fosler said dealers had com-
plained about the simation and she had
canceled the destruction order that was
to have gone into effect.

Jon Denney of M&M/Southwest told
Tom Maeder of Coil Line that he had
been the complaining dealer. After a day
of hurried consuitation, Foster ordered
the stamp (o rernain on sale indefinitely.
(The stamp is still available through the
Philatelic Catalog.)

But, on the opposite side of the coin,
TPN has made several requests for infor-
mation to the Stamp Support Branch.
One such request was mailed Sept. 6,
1989, On Sept. 20, Murphy promised a
response soon. No reply has yet been re-
ceived.

Later, TPN asked for quantities of
withdrawn stamps remaining in the
vaults w update information released by
Assistant Postmaster General Gordon
Morison in January 1989. No repty was
recetved.

The requests went 1o the Stamp Sup-
port Branch, the agency designated to
provide a “unified response,” in Mur-
phy's words.

Said Wayne L. Youngblood, a reporter
for Linn's, “They've not been forthcom-
ing on anything of late.” O
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BEP denies textured tagging

By Stephen G. Esrati

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing
has denied that the new style of tagging
found on the 25¢ Honeybee is caused by
any texture in the tagging mat.

The Plate Number Coil Study Group
had assumed that this tagging, which
looks as if composed of many evenly
spaced dots and has edges looking like
tiny perforations, was the result of the
use of a screen in making the tagging
plate or mat.

Not so, BEP wld Wayne L. Young-
blood, the study group’s expert on tag-
ging, when he visited the bureau,

No one at the bureau could explain the
effect, and Youngblood said he would
submit examples of the tagging, also
found on Plates 1, 2, and 3 of the block-
tagged 25¢ Flag Over Yosemite, to BEP
for examination.

Meanwhile, Youngblood has found a
third stamp that shows texture, although
not in the tagging: the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon
with the red overprint has texture in the
red. This is seen under magnification as
white dots in the red.

Even though this texmre is not in the

1agging, this finding is significant be-
cause the overprint was made from a
flexographic mat (like the old, black,
two-line precancels) that was normally
exchanged with a tagging mmat to print
tagged stamps.

Youngblood's  finding that  the
flexographic mart used for the overprint
is textured reinforces the belief that the
tagging mat is also textured.

The 1990 PNC Catalog will list the
textured 1agging on the Bee, which ap-
pears as rectangular block tagging, not
tagging with rounded corners.

But meanwhile, we have some new ev-
idence for what looks like a screan.

Late last year, Richard J. Nazar ob-
rined the Daily Production Equipment
Operational Summary for the C and D
{and other) presses from BEP under the
Freedem of Information Act for about
eight days in September 1989,

These summaries show, minute-by-
minute, everything that happened on a
press, such as web breaks, mechanical
problems, sleeve changes, splices, and
many other phenomena that neither Na-
zar nor I understand.

During the night shifts on Sept. 12-13,
for example, foreman J. W. Smith on the
C Press recorded a sleeve change at 9

p.m. and again at 4:45 am. while print-
ing phosphored 25¢ Yosemites which,
he carefully noted, were 20 rows wide.

On the moming shift of Sept. 19, the
press was switched over to production of
Honevbees.

None of that helped us with the texture
problem.

However, a notation in Smith’s sum-
mary for the D Press on the day shift of
Sept. 14 is tantalizing. It said: *Fiber
roller being cut.” This happened during
printing of Christmas booklets, Neither
the secular nor the religious booklet
shows textured tagging.

Again, when production shifted 10
Christmas sheet stamps om Sept. 19,
Smith noted everything being placed on
the press: “'4 offset plates on (new blan-
kets yellow 184230, pink 184231, red
184232, blue 184233); fiber roller, wip-
er 9W4, sleeve, phosphor mat.”

Again, there is a fiber roller. A fiber
roller, if used in any conjunction with
the tagging, would create a screen-like
effect that would match the warp and the
woof in the fabric.

But there’s a catch. We mustn’t jump
1o conclusions. The secular (Sleigh)
stamp has overall tagging and the relig-
ious stamp has block tagging with
rounded comers and shows no texture.

But we also found a “new fiber roller”
notation by foreman D, Gallagher on the
B Press on Sept. 18. And on that day the
B Press was printing Yosemites. And it
has been only Yosemites off the B Press
that have shown the textured tagging.

The problam is an old one in philately.
Official information does not always
support what collectors observe on the
stamps. Sometimes bureaucracy is
wrong. For us, it is nice when we can get
official explanations, buot from our view-
point, what matters is what the stamps
say. If bureaucrats cannot explain what
we dre told by the stamps, the last word
comes from the stamps, not from the bu-
reaucrats.

After all, BEP once told us it precan-
celed 5¢ Motorcycles from Plates 3 and
4, but UUSPS never sold them. That, wo
is official information. But the informa-
tion was wrong. O

New tagged precancels found

Proving that searching and examining
are still the basies of PNC collecting,
Scott F. Smith of Colorado Springs has
been having some might happy hunting.

And what he has found is news.

First, Smith found tagging on Plate
33333 of the service-inseribed 18¢
Washington Monument on paper with
shiny gum. This variety had not been re-
ported previcusly, although the same
stamp with dull gum had been found
with tagging.

Then, Smith noticed the note about
ptate 111121 of the service-inscribed
21.1¢ Letters in the PNC Carzlog. It said
no stamps with that plate number had
ever been found uniagged. So Smith
checked his inscribed stamps from Plate
111111. All of his were tagged! He
quickly traded a tagged duplicatwe for one
withour tagging. Now, Smith said, he’s
rying to find an untagged copy of
111121.

That adds two more precanceled
stamps with tagging to the list of such
“not supposed to exist” stamps.

In ail cases, the Plate Number Coil
Study Group believes that these tagging
errors are the result of taggant contami-

Catalog updates

nating the lacquer used on these stamps.

Tust to complete his list of finds, Smith
aiso found the 8.4¢ Wheel Chair from
Plate 1 on Type II paper. It had been
known previously only on Type IIf
pAaper.

Other new stamps include:

16.TT2ZP—Plate 2 of the 16.7¢ Popcamn Wagen,
in rolls of 10,000 (B Press) ar St Louis. (Haake)

25F3l1—PFlate 3 of the 25¢ Flag Over Yosemite,
on phosphored paper, in rolls of 3,000 (B Press).
Early January. (Heake)

25F14li—Plate 14 of the 25¢ Flag Over Yosemi-
te, on phosphored paper, in rolls of 100 {C or D
Press). Feb. 6. (Lipson)

PNC3 to meet in April

A regional meeting of the Plate Num-
ber Coil Collectors Club (PNC?), will
take place at the Plymouth (Mich.) Show
at 1 p.m., April 28. The show, at the Ply-
mouth Central School, is pant of the
World Series of Philately of the Ameri-
can Philatelic Society. &3
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‘Holes’ found in Yosemite tagging

There are “holes” in the block tagging
of Plates 7 and 9 of the 25¢ Flag Over
Yosemite. The tagging has curved cor-
ners and covers most of the stamp.

Myron G. Hill, Jr., of the Plate Num-
ber Coil Study Group noticed the oddity
when checking his stamps’ tagging. On
some stamps from Plate 7, there were
Iwo circular untagged areas zlong the
left side of the stamp. On some strips

from Plate 7 there
were four dots. In
one case there were
three,

All the dots were
identical and were
in the same location
throughout the sxrip
of five.

Later, Edward Kroli of Michigan sub-
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Prices off in 1990 catalog

For the first time in its six-year history,
the PNC Catalog shows a decline in
prices, according to preliminary price
data. A revision will be made next
month, based on later prices.

The chart, which tracks price move-
ments of stmps of five of some of the
more expensive PNCs, actually distorts
the drop, in part because the prices of
the scarcer PNCs have not declined as
much as the nickel-and-dime, garden-
variety PNC.

What's more, there has been an ero-
sion in prices of varieties, sometimes by
as much as 50%.

The prices of scarce precancel gap
strips appear to have gone up, some-
limes quite strongly; but pricing these
strips is not much better than guesswork
because there are less than six dealers
who price precancel gaps.

Further, one dealer who does price
them, Tom Maeder, cut many of his
prices drastically in his most recent list.
This helped make the pricing of precan-
cel gaps for the catalog somewhat chaot-
ic.

On common PNCs, several factors
contributed to the general decline. Great-
esl among these is added comperition by
dealers, who have sometimes cur their
price by a nickel to keep it “lowest.”

But these nickels add up.

Also distorting the price picture this
vear are discounts offered by many deal-
ers on voelume purchases.

That meant that TPN had 10 adjust ad-
vertised prices upward to bring “F-VEF”
prices up to “VF.” But after doing that,
TPN had to adjust them down again to
factor in the widely available discounts.

At the conclusion of these mental gym-
nastics, the average of selected prices in
the 1990 catalog is down a hair from
1989,

But there's a silver lining o the stormm
clouds, The supply of many of the
scrarcer PNC stips is way down. Many
dealers are unable to supply quantities of
the strips they advertise at these low
prices. (See related story on Page 31.)

So the prospect is for a resumption of
the trend we saw in the first four years of
the catalog. It is, of course, impossible 10
state whether the climb will be as steep;
but it is possible to state without reserva-
tion that the shake-out is almost over
and the advance is ready to resume.

One strip almost guaranteed to soar is
Plate 4 of the 20¢ Flag in strips of five,
uniess someone sends imperfs to be per-
forared. Imperfs appear more comrmon
than the reat McCoy. [J

mitted a cover canceled July 5, 1989,
(without a plate number) that also
showed the untagged “holes,” which
Kroll termed “screw heads.”

When Steve Esrati checked his siock
compare his own stamps, it was found
that the dots were not on all stips. but
when the dots appeared on one stamp in
the strip, they appeared on all.

In addition, some of the stamps show-
ing the “holes” appear to be from the top
section of a tagging plate or mat because
a horizontal untagged line runs through
all the stamps of the strip. It is not
known if the tagging mats used for these
stamps were in two sections.

Tentative conclusions drawn from
these observations led to the hypotheses
that these stamps all came off the C
Press (very wide block tagging, covering
almost the whole stamp), that the stamps
were printed on piates 18 rows wide {be-
cause they were among the last block-
tagged Yosemites printed) and that the
tagging mat or plate measured 9x48 (the
untagged horizontat line).

We have no BEP plate-activity reports
covering these stamps. The last report
issued covered activity through April, up
to Plate 9 of the Yosemites. We lack all
data on Plates 10, 11, 12 (unreported at
the ime of writing), and 13.

Some phosphored 2s
wider than normal

Something strange is going on with the
phosphored Plate 2 of the 25¢ Flag, but
we carmot explain it

Kim Cuniberti has a gauuge on his
work table that is 50 stamps wide. He
uses it to count stamps. It has worked
without a hitch for several years. But
when he broke down rolls of 3,000 of
the phosphored 2s, stamps went beyond
the mark by about one-third of a stamp.

At first, he suspected that the sleeve of
Plate 2 had somechow been changed, but
then he measured phosphored 2s from
rolls of 500 he had obtained earlier and
found them to have the normal widths,

If BEP had changed the dimesions of
the plate, the plate would have a differ-
ent plate number {or would it?)

Writing in the January Coil Line, Kenn
Roman reported wide strips from Plate
10 of the Yosemites. He measured a
strip of five at 22.1x25.4mm, 1mm long-
er than a normal smip. O
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USPS gets tough on stamp washing

Although the figure cannot possibly be
ascertained, the Postal Service claims it
is losing 550 million a year from re-use
of washed stamps.

The claim was reported in a story by
Fred W. Baumamm in the Feb. 12 issue of
Linn's. The anticle outlined USPS efforts
w have charities stop coliecting common
stamps clipped from letters by volun-
teers. Such stamps were later sold to
mixmre makers.

When TPN reported in May 1989 that
the real reason for producing the 22¢
Flag Test Coil was to test a new way to
prevent stamp re-use, 2 USPS spokes-
man also floated the $50 million figure,
but immediately cast doubt on it, adding
that “‘obviously nobody really knows
how many stamps are being re-used.
How could anyone ell?™

TPN did not report the $50 million
figure, believing as he did that the num-
ber had simply been pulled out of the
air.

But TPN was aware that USPS was ex-
remely concerned about stamp washing
and re-use. Here are the key points in the
rail:

Stephen G. Esrati
P. Q. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, CH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Correction
Requested

» USPS introduces the Test Coil. On
these stamps there is no varnish over the
printing that helds the taggant because
the tagging is in the paper. The vamish
was suspected of being soluble, allowing
the washing off of cancels.

« USPS announces that all future
stamp production would be on phos-
phored paper. Introduction of the 25¢
Yosemite on phosphored paper inaugu-
rates the new policy.

+ Ken Lawrence reports that BEP
had to destroy 25¢ Honeybees printed
on phosphored paper because the
stamps did not exhibit enough tagging
for postal machinery. The main point

here is that when the lacquer (used on_

gravure stamps instead of the vamish on
intaglio plates) carried the taggant, the
tagging was atop the stamp, not under
the inks used to print the stamps. But
when the ink covered the taggant, lag-
ging proved insufficient.

It became a matter of judging what
cost more: extra costs of mail handling
because mechanization was being de-
feated or the risk of stamp washing,.

And here is where the $50-million

IF BOX 1S CHECKED
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

HAS EXPIRED

figure comes under a cloud. USPS obvi-
ously stuck to its standards for tagging.
BEP had 10 desroy the Honeybees.

If USPS had reduced its standards, the
Honeybees wouid have passed muster
even if they would have been unable to
activate facer-cancelers, which are acti-
vated by the taggant. This would have
raised mail-handiing costs.

It is unlikely that such added costs
waould have been 350 million a year.

But there's another part of the equa-
tion. USPS may be a corporation bound
by law o shaw a profit, but USPS also
needs to provide fast, efficient service.
The danger in allowing thousands of ler-
ters to be rejected all over the country by
the facer-cancelers, was that this would
slow the mail-handling process while
USPS mail volume continues to grow. If
left unchecked such a rerogressive siep
could end up in logjams such as the one
that once backed up Chicago mail lo the
extent that soldiers had to be sent in 10
help the Postal Service catch up.

Thus, the $50-million figure, though
suspect, may not be the only motivator
of USPS policy on stamp washing. [J

BULK MAIL



