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Interest in Yosemites grows

f'f'l'll" i J‘

Yo ite s

USPS says no
to Les Winick

on Lutherans

The USPS Law Department has denied a
Freedom of Information Act request from
philatelic journalist Les Winick to pro-
vide records on the agreement between
the Postal Inspection Service and the Lu-
theran Church-Missouri Synod. The
church agreed under the pact to siop sell-
ing mixtures of common used U.S.
stamps.

Winick filed his request in April. In
June, Chief Postal Inspector C. R. Clan-
son denied the request becanse disclosure

Please turn to Page 85

FDCs:

Some are scarce

By Ed Denson

The smoke has cleared and it's possible
to see how the Yosemite Flags turned up
an first-day covers. Not since the 18¢ Sur-
tey and 2(¢ Fire Pumper have we seen so
many numbers from one issue.

The slamp was originally released with
block tagging on May 20, 1988. At the
official release ceremony in Yosemite Na-
tional Park only Plate 1 was found, but
Plate 2 was widespread during the grace
period and, while not as common as Plate
1, it is still plentiful. During the last few
days of the grace period, Plate 3 turned
up, and RPM made a few FDCs. Collectors
felt that this was all there was going to be
until Artmaster announced that it had ser-
viced its House of Farnam cachets with
Plate 3, These were sent to subscribers
with no fanfare—continuing the cachet-
makers” unwritten but general policy of
not telling subscribers about the scarcity
of numbers, even when it would benefit
the cachetmaker.

Subscribers 1o any major cachetmaker
should routinely check their covers for
scarce numbers as it is known that other
scarce numbers have been sent in the
past. Although there was some uncertain-
fy about the number of these House of
Farnam covers made, very few got to
dealers and they now have been assigned
a value of $100,

Plate 4 exists on FDCs because Artmas-

Please turn to Page 96

TAGGING:

Now there are 3

By the PNC Study Group

Since the release of the 25¢ Yosemite
on phosphored paper, many collectors
have noticed distinct shades of tagging,
ranging from a pale, mottled appearance
to a much more inlense type.

There may be a simple explanation for
these new tagging varieties,

After the release of the plastic ATM (au-
tomatic teller machine) stamp, collectors
noticed that they conld barely see the tag-
ging. The stamps look like bluish, un-
tagged high brights, not tagged stammps.

USPS told Lian's that the tagging com-
pound, zinc-orthosilicate, was the same as
had been used for many years to tag
stamps. However, the zinc-orthosilicate
was ground more finely than had been
done previously.

This caused a big difference in the ap-
pearance of the stamps 1o the human eye,
but not 1o the facer-canceler.

Since the phosphor on the 25¢ Yosemi-
tes is applied by the paper finishers, it is
possible that different paper suppliers
may use different formuiations of the
zinc-orthosilicate solution. Because the
papers meel BEP specifications for phos-
phorescence, their appearance matters lit-
tle.

Although this hypothesis as to the cause
of tagging differences is only speculative,
it may help identify phosphored papers
supplied by different companies.

The yellow-green tagging color noticed
by Charles Teschemacher under short-
wave uitraviolet light on Plate 13 of the
25¢ Yosemite has now been found on
Plates 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11. All these
plates are also known w have dull bluish-
green lagging.

To confound us more, Teschemacher
bought 10 rolls of 100 from the same
deck of bubble packs. Four were bluish
green, the other six were yellow green.

Teschemacher also found both tagging
coiors on Plate 3 of the 25¢ Bread Wag-
on. But that stamp is block tagged. In ad-

Please turn to Page 82
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Catalog’s swan song

The 1991 Plate Number Coil Catalog will be the last pub-
lished by me. I have informed my colleagues in the PNC
Study Group that 1 cannot continue the grueling work re-
quired by the catalog, which for the past six years has tak-
en up much of my time. Further, the schedule has limited
my ability 1o be away from my computer, and when I did
venture away, 1 dreaded the mountain of work facing me
on my return.

I will be 64 years old in March, and while I can sill tray-
el 1 would like to see more of the world. I know that time
is running out. I will keep busy with 7PN,

Because of the flood of new issues expected for the rate
rise, the publication date for the 1991 catalog will be de-
layed into summer.

I would like someone to continue the work and would
twm over my data bases, computer programs, and mailing
lists 1o anyone who has the energy and the will. One
member of the study group has indicated his willingness
to carry on in my place. 5o has PNO.

The catalog was the brainchild of my good [riend, My-
ron G. Hill, Jr., who urged me to expand the average of
dealers’ prices I had circulated in the smdy group. But
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blood. But most of the heavy labor was mine. I can't keep
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it up.

Older PNCs can still be found if you venture off the beaten trail

I found a remote Pennsylvania post office with full rolls
of the 17¢ Auto, Plates 3 and 4, Type A precancel; 18¢
Surrey, Plates 5 and &; 11¢ Caboose precanceled, and
Plates 3 and 4, 4.9¢ Buckboard, precanceled.

It is still possible to iind 204 Flags in some post offices.

It's just amazing what can be found if one takes the time
to look.

Darrell R. Yeisley
Fawn Grove, Pa.

Why Winick quit Weorld Stamp Expo

1 don't collect PNCs, yet I find TPN fascinating enough to
subscribe for general information.

The editoriai “later and later” regarding USPS press re-
leases in the July issue struck home. This is how Ffoture
tense can turn into past tense without the writer being at
fauit.

This is also one of the 14 reasons that I resigned from
my position as contractor to the UsPs for World Stamp
Expo. My contract called for me to write the press releas-
es for the show every two weeks or so, and usps would
edit and mail. It seemed simple enough when 1 OK'd the
agreement. After ail, it worked wilh AMERIPEX 85,

[ wrote and it took as long as 10 weeks for the releases
10 be mailed. They were rewritten, checked, double-
checked, rewritten, sent to various persons for approval,
the entire process repeated and then mailed. Any time
value was iost, and releases piled up on various desks.

During the 10-week period, the author’s words for a fs-
ture show or event was mailed one week before the event
and became a past event. USPs was satisfied that it was

Letters to the editor
All letert are welcome. TPN reserves the tight to edit and condense let-
ters, to prim them as bylined articles, or to meject them. For the sake of
efficiency, madess are urged to write 1o P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heights,
OH 44120, TPN will forward letuers Lo the proper authorities for replies. Un-
signed replics are by Steve Earat.

sent prior to the event, but | was very frustrated. In my
year and a half tenure with Usps, [ could not change this
situation, and obviously, it exists today.

Les Winick

Homewood, I,

I reply: A press release sent out to a weekly stamp col-
umn only a few days before an event means that it cannot
be printed and read before the event because stamp col-
umnists are often required to submit their next cojumns as
much as 10 days before publication. That means first days
must be announced at least two weeks in advance. It did
not happen with the §1 Seaplane.

Dr. Rabinowitz backed on scarcity

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz mentions (Page 73, July 1990) the
9.3¢ Mail Wagon precancel, Plates 3 and 4, Gap 3R.

To my knowledge, the only find ever made of that gap
position was two strips of Plate 3, which 1 acquired from
the Philatelic Sales Division. I bought a strip of 100
stamps, which would have included Plate 4 with the same
gap, bul, unfortunately, I tore the 4s off before 1 knew
what they were. [ have since traded both my strips of
Plate 3. [ am not aware of any other find of this gap posi-
tion, and must concur with Dr. Rabinowitz that the “D*
scarcity rating is probably inaccurate.

Rob Washbumn

Skowhegan, Maine

Too specialized
I didn’t renew my subscription because 7PN is too spe-
cialized for me. But then, afier thinking it over, I decided
10 renew.
Verna Kovach
Wilkes Barre, Pa.

Where's the tagged 18MP37

I liked the new catalog, in general. I was surprised to
find the 4.5¢ double gaps listed in it. I've got some, which



I'll have to separate out now.

There was one omission, at least in my opinion, and that
was the 18¢ Washington Monument precancel with shiny
gum, lightly tagged. Were you aware of this variety? Have
you seen this? If you'd like to verify the tagging, let me
know and I'll be glad to send a sample for inspection.

Craig Selig
Fort Wayne, Ind.

In reply: The tagged, shiny gum 18M3s were reported by
Scou F. Smith and Scott Magdule. They were included in
an early draft of the 1990 catalog. But when Wayne
Youngblood inspected them, he said they were not
tagged, not even lightly. So they were removed from the
final version of the catalog. Selig was asked to send 2
sample to Youngblood. On examining Selig’s submission,
Youngblood said they're tagged. Youngblood first exam-
ined them under his desk at Linn‘s with 2 portable uv
lamp and said they were untagged. He then took them
into a closet for a closer look with an electric vv lamp and
said they were tagged.

The tagged, shiny gum stamps will be listed and are in-
cluded in this month's “Catalog Update.”

Several instances have been reported recently where dif-
ferent uv lamps yielded different results. It does not de-
pend on the power of the lamp, but on the wave length
which they emit.

Report on new finds
1 have found a 20¢ Fire Pumper from Plate 7 on cover
with a crack that extends from
o -wwyms the bowtom of the stamp up to

? the top of the plate number. The
crack is just to the right of the
plate number, and 1 believe that

1 is a continuation of the “crack
above U* variety {Ed: This is listed in the writer's PNC Va-
rieties but not in the catalogl. 1 am looking for another
copy to confirm its constancy. (P. O. Box 840, Skowhe-
gan, Maine. 04976)

In reply: The above (enhanced and retouched) illustra-
tion comes from Steve Esrati's collection. Is that
confimmation?

Does anyone know if the 10.1¢ “Perched Parrot” variety
on Plate 1 exists tagged?

I believe the catalog’s earliest use for 20T8 of 2/25/82 is
in error. Bruce Hazelton reported that date, but I have
since acquired that cover and Lhe date is 2/26/82.

In reply: The date given in the catalog was reported by
Ken Lawrence.

My records indicate different dates than the catalog list-
ings on the following: 2T4, 5.2T2, 8.3T1P, 12T2P, 12.5T1P,
21.1T2, and 25U1111,

I think | wrote you about the above listings last year, but
I thought I would mention them again with the hope you
might be able to supply confiming information on the
above saven listings.

In reply: As mentioned in the introduction to the catalog,
the PNC Study Group's definition of earliest known use is
more inclusive than Washbum's. The dates in contention
were supplied by Ken Lawrence.

The exu dates listed for 17T3Pb and 17T3Pba are re-
versed in the cataicg. The date for 3B should be 12/29/87
and the date for 3BA should be 9/12/89.

Rob Washburn
Skowhegan, Maine

EKU on FDC Piggybacks

I enclose a photocopy of an 8¢ Henry Knox FDC proper-
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ly canceled on July 25, 1985. To bring it up to first-class
postage, a 14¢ Iceboat from Plate 2 was added. The earli-
est known use of the B Press version of the Iceboat is
Sept. 30, 1986. Is this piggyback stamp a new ExU?
Does anyone else collect piggyback rpcs?
James A. Courter i1
Raleigh, NC

In reply (by Glenn A. Estus) | don't know if you can
ever tell the true date that 2 modern U.S. FD¢ is canceled
with the First Day of Issue (FDOD cancel unless you are
actually at the first-day site and persconally see the cover
being canceled. Some grace periods have allowed up 1o
90 days for PD canceling. A number of collectors (myself
included) look for covers canceled with ordinary UsPs
handstamps of machine cancels on the day of issue.
These are known as “Uos” (unofficials).

1 am not sure that your 14¢ Iceboat is actually a new
EKU. Is your stamp the Cottrell (issued 3/23/85) or the B
Press (issued around 9/30/86)? 1 find it very unlikely that
the B Press Iceboat stamp would have been availabie for
use on the 8¢ Henry Knox Foc (even with the grace peri-
od) when the Iceboat did not go on saie until late Sep-
tember 1986.

I know of no collectors who specialize in your “piggy-
back* covers. It would seem to me that it would be rather
hit or miss with any regular FDC servicer since he or she
would be interested in the stamp being issued rather than
the make-up stamp.

In reply (by Ken Lawrence) Glenn is correct in his guess
about your 1412 on cover. The B Press version had not
even been conceived in July 1989, or any time remotely
close to the period when your B¢ Henry Knox cover
could have been prepared.

The Cottrell presses were still in use at that time, and
until November of that year; Cotirell press 14¢ Iceboat
stamps were adequate in Postal Service inventory and the
BEP vault until well into 1986.

At the time of AMERIPEX, the decision to do a B Press ver-
sion was only then being taken, and not vet final.

To prove that your cover has overall tagging, check it
with a shortwave ultraviolet lamp. You'll see it has overall
lagging, not the block tagging of the B Press reissue of
1986. (Actually it is possible to tell even from your photo-
copy because the position of the plate number is different
cn the two stamps.)

I den't know anyone who collects “piggyback” covers as
such, although some are especially interesting. For exam-
ple, the earliest known use of 18T17 and 18T18 are as
makeup postage on mocs of the 1¢ Omnibus stamp. Be-
sides that, I would say that any cover with a PNC is worth
coltecting as such.

Handcar = Conestoga?

Am | missing something, or are Plate I of the Handcar
{3T1) and Plate 1 of the Conestoga Wagon (3TIR) both
given the same identification in the 1990 catalog?

Pedro Qrtegon, M.D.
Bedford, Ind.

In rapiy: If you will look at the cataiog corrections pub-
lished on Page 65 in the last issue, you will find that Steve
Esrati (who hereby gets a grade of “Average” as a proof
reader) overlocked this one. The correct number for the
Conestoga Wagon is 3T1X. And the blame is solely Esrati's
since the contributing editors (all graded "VF," *XF,” or
better) never saw proofs with the change to the XYz sys-
tem of numbering, which gives subsequent issues in the
same denomination but different designs an X, Y, or Z
Mea culpa, mea maxima culpal!
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...and poor grades for reviewer

Many thanks for your complimentary review of my
book.

You made one mistake. My reference to the third paper
type on the 18¢ Washington Monument coil stamps (with
dry gum, acquired for printing the non-dencminated E
stamp but also used to print Numbers 33333 and 43444 of
the 18¢ Monument) does appear in the book, on Page
170.

I'm scorry you read my reference to the Study Group's
founders’ “zeal for flyspeck varieties™ as deprecation. I in-
tended it as a compliment. I don't disparage the passions
of other collectors, whether or not I share them.

Ken Lawrence
Jackson, Miss,

Not in catalog

[ have the following items not in the 1990 catalog:

* 25¢ Yosemite, phosphored, Plates 7 and 14 with the
bottom part of the plate number chopped off.

* 17T4 with a purple machine cancel.

Ron Maifeld

“Amelia, Ohio -

In reply: As is always the case, we would like to exam-
ine the stamps mentioned. Maifeld has been asked.

More on roll sizes

For some time now [ have tried to use “P" labels on rolls
of 500 to determine what plate number is inside the roll,
Just when [ thought I had it all laid out, the whole system
crashed. I'm now convinced that “P” labels tell us cnly
that the contents are printed on phosphored paper, and
nothing else.

For example, the label with a 500 in heavy type and the
small “P* tucked inside the “ps” of "UsPs* is not only found
with Plate 1i, but also with 2i. Another example is the
very low, tilted “P" (pant of "¢ usPs 1wm* does not fully
print) which comes not only with 3i, where 1 initially
found it, but also with 2i.

Plate 3i also comes with a label in which the word
“Postage” is in very heavy type and with a very low “P"
that is upright.

Of the four plates (1, 2, 3, and 8) found 30 far in rolls of
500 and with “P” labels, only 8 seems 1o have a consistent
and reliable indicator label.

It has become apparent that BEP mixed the *P" labels
into different plate runs just as effectively as if they had
shuffled a deck of cards.

Alan Thomson
Nerthwood, N.H,

And still more on roll sizes

In response to your request for Yosemite roll sizes, |
have the following additions:

25F2 A, B (received in May 1990 ftom the Phila-
telic Sales Division as Order Numbers 0737
and (725)

25F4 A

25F5i A

25F7 A

25F14i A

Joseph Coveney
Orchard Park, N.Y.
In repiy: An updated table may be found on Page 96.

Confusion on Letters stamps
I'm a little confused aboul the printing of the Letters
stamps.

If six colors were used, why do you identify the precan-
celed stamps with only five plate numbers (there are six
on the stamps)?

In reply: The catalog numbers are all wrong. We made
typographical mistakes. They should have six digits. See
“Catalog Corrections” in this issue.

If two black plates were used to print the precanceled
stamps then seven plates had to be mounted on the press.

In reply: The two black plaies were not used on the
press at Lthe same time. One black plate was used for the
P+4 stamps, the other for the uninscribed stamp.

I think I read somewhere that the Andreotti press has a
seventh station (normally used for applying taggant) that
could be used for printing a seventh color. If so, why
wouldn't this seventh plate have a number?

Peter Wurzbach
Dallas

In reply: If the seventh station were used for taggant, it
would not use a plate. Therefore, it would not use a plate
number.

Label differences on large Bee rolls

How do you tell the difference between a label for a roll
of 3,000 from the 25¢ Breadwagon and for a roil of 3,000
for the 25¢ Honeybee?

Anonymous

In reply (by Gerald H. Clark): The way to tell the Honey-
bee label from the 25¢ Breadwagon label is by the copy-
right date. On the Bee it is 1988 and the “$750" is written
as $75C° (underiined cents). On the Bread Wagon the let-
tering is just a bit fuller but slightly smaller. The copyright
is 1986 and the “$750° is written as $750.00 (decimal).

What we missed

Your self-appointed proofreader is at it again. 1 hope
you don't mind, but  just can't seem to stay away from it.

The 1990 catalog is excellent, with all sorts of useful in-
formation added. The PN¢ Study Group did a good job of
revising.

In perusing the catalog, | came up with some oversights
and typos, none of which is particularly earth-shanering.
Perhaps it will help if | pass them on to you.

For example, the note on Page 32 on light and dark
olive stamps seems to apply only to 12.5T1P. [ have strips
of 12.5T1 that are orange under iong-wave UV.

The table showing vertical tagging gaps on Page 58
needs a definition of the word “none.” Collectors don't
know what “none” means.”

Alan Thomson

In reply: Your report on the 12.5¢ Pushcart is not the
spotting of an error in the catalog at all. It is news. The
editors of the catalog were unaware of it until your letter
called attention to it. Meanwhile, that note has come un-
der fire from another source. We are reviewing what day-
light colors match what UV colors.

As to "none’ in the vertical gap table, “none” means that
there is no vertical tagging gap to be found in rolis
known o the pNC Study Group.

Other errors on Thomson's list appear in *"Catalog cor-
rections” in this issue of TPN,

Red precanceis

Ken Lawrence, in his PNC Handbook, indicates thal the
B Press red precanceling of the §.5¢ Tow Truck and 10.1¢
Qil Wagon was done with two flexographic plates, each
with 18 rows of 26 subjects. This would normally create a
gap only every 26 slamps. Since the PNC Catalog indicates
a gap every 13 stamps, | asked him to explain. His repiy



stated that you have recently published a comrection. |
must have missed this, but the 1990 catalog still indicates
gaps are every 13 subjeas.

Name unknown

In repiy: First, an apology. This letter was forwarded to
a member of the study graup for comment and got lost,
so we do not know who wrote it.

A correction on the 10.1 was published in the last issue.
We believe the information on the 8.5 to be correct. Kim
Cuniberti has been asked to explain why the 85 has an
interval of 13. He replied, “I can't explain it. But it is.”

What Ken lawrence wrote to the cofrespondent was
that while the flexographic plate has a circumference of
26, it is not known whether the step-and-repeat camera
that made the precancel may have had a 13-stamp inter-
val. That may explain the 13-stamp interval on the B.5s.

Advice on the catalog

As to the squabble on rocs. An mcis nothing more than a
birth certificate. My mother was born in 1896g. But she was
not issued a binth cemificate until 1956. (Man, whal a
“grace period.”)

A real mcis one mailed through regular channels to
someone and has a regular cancelation,

On another matter, untagged errors. It is my opinion
that there has been only one such, the $¢ City Mail Deliv-
ery issued 26 Oct. 1963. This was caused by human error.
All the rest were caused by mechanical malfuaction.

Finally, The PNC Catalog and Ken Lawrence's book do
not mention the perforation gauge on rxcs. Linn's year-
books, from 1989 to 1989 list 9.7, 9.8, 9.9 and 10. I'm
confused!

James N. Hartford, Col., U.S. Cavalry (ret.)
Athens, Ga.
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TAG SHIFTS USED ON COVER INCLUDING FDCs
BOOKLET PANES

PLATE BLOCKS

Lets trade

No faﬂqff?ja Coo smal?

DESCRIBE YOUR VARIETY OR, BETTER YET,
SEND ME A SAMPLE FOR PROMPT OFFER.

TAG SHIFT HARRY
MUEGGENBURG

35625 BLUFF COURT
CARMICHAEL, CA 95608

Interested in a luminescent study

> 8 9 0 B

| group? I'm forming one. Please
&mite if you'd care to join.
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In reply: Apparently the next person to edit the catalog
is going to have to add perforations, unless somecne vol-
unteers to tackle the task for 1991,

On our numbering
I wish Scott would adopt your numbering system.
Sydney K. Kay, Ph.D.
Dailas
In reply: We'be happy if Scott just listed all res.

Tughoat Plate 2 found with overall tagging

Scott Hoppis heard that Plate 2 of the 15¢ Tugboat was widely
available untagged. So he examined every strip he could find.
Early in July, he bought a strip from a vending machine in Phoe-
nix, Ariz. It had overall tagging, the second B Press smmp to
show it. (The 31 Seaplane is 1agged overall, as well.)

“It's the first stamp in the Transportation Series with two kinds
of tagging,"” Hoppis said.

The strips have a tagging gap at 11L and 15R and will be cata-
logued as a separate catalog entry as 15T2i. O

Data bank on new PNCs

The 5¢ Circus Wagon, the third 5¢ stamp
in the Transportation Series, was o be is-
szed Aug. 31 in Syracuse, N.Y., in connec-
tion with the 35th convention of the Ameri-
can First Day Cover Society.

PNC Catalog number: ST1Y (plate number un-
known); Scott Catalogie number: 2452

Color: Red (PMS 136)
Printing: Intaglio (press not suted, 1 FNC per revolution)

BUYING
ERRORS,
FREAKS,

ITIES

e L e

Imperforates, Colors omitted, g
Perf shifts, Color shifts, g
Miscuts, etc. %
G
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STAMP CO.
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Y\ P.0.Box 38 Cheltenham, Pa. 19012
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Phosphored Yosemite show 2 colors, brighteners

Continued from Page 77

dition Teschemacher found the yellow-
green tagging on the block-tagged Plate
10 of the 22¢ Flag.

These two finds would tend o counter
the above theory about the finer grind of
the phosphors. But the finer-grind theory
may still be right on target.

Writing in the April 1989 {/nited Stater
Specialist, Charles H. Yeager made the
following basic points:

+»On the 22¢ Test coil, the phosphor
was added to the paper sizing. On the Yo-
semites, a phosphor coating was applied
after the paper was made,

« Paper with phosphor in the sizing
costs twice as much as Yosemite paper.

During initial test runs of Yosemite pa-
per, BEP found the cpating too heavy,
Yeager reported. BEP personnel com-
plained that phosphor particles were com-
ing off and flying around. They raised
concerns about health hazards.

Yeager said the phosphors were tested
and found to be non-toxic. But BEP also
ried to tag untagged paper on the Andre-
otti press. The stamps were then printed
over the phosphor. The design flaked off,
ending the experirnent.

[Experiments, however, are still being
conducted. When a group of BIA bigwigs
were given a private tour of BEP during
NAPEX in May, Jimmy Galceran, noticed
a roll of all-blue, imperforate Yosemites
and inquired about them. They were print-
ed, the vIPs were loid, from Plate 12 to
test paper. ]

Yeager deserves full quotation:

According to a BEP spokesman, the
problem of excessive phosphor was
finally solved by returning all rolis of the
phosphor-coated paper to the paper sup-
plier. The supplier reduced the heavy
coating of phosphor by “shaving off” the
top of the phosphor particles that were
“standing up.” [ interpret this to mean that
ihe BEP returned some of the phosphor-
coated paper rolls to the paper finisher
where the rolls were scuffed or brushed to
remove loose phosphor particles. The
rolls were then probably callendered and
shipped back to the BEP. Subsequent test
printings used the ‘*shaved” paper-
produced stamps acceptable to the UsPS
and regular production Tuns began.

Here is another factor that deserves con-
sideration. If BEP turmed to phosphor-
coated paper because earlier phosphored
paper was 100 expensive, it stands 10 rea-
son that the added cost of “shaving” phos-
phor was undesirable.

Remember that BEP was opposed to the

entire concept of phosphored paper from
the start but went to the process at USPS
insistence because of USPS concerns about
“$50 million” in annoal losses from
stamp washing.

BEP had o provide USPS with acceptable
phosphored stamps that would work in
posial machinery. But BEP would have
wanted to keep its paper costs down.

Logic dictates that a method of applying
phosphor to the paper that did not require
“shaving” wonld have cut costs.

We know that there were attempts in
other countries t cut costs by reducing
the amount of taggant used. It is possible
that by using more finely ground zinc-
orthosilicate, less phosphor couid be used,
thos cntting costs.

This brings in Teschemacher's two
finds on block-tagged stamps. What we
may have run into here is that we are
looking at stamps in which the taggant
was made up of the finer grind. The visual
result, apparently, was duller block tag-
ging, although it was sufficient to activate
postal machinery.

This would indicate that the tests to cul
COsts on paper and tagging preceded the
introduction of the first phosphored Yao-
semite.

And the existence of two tagging types
on phosphored Yosemites may indicate
that the intense yellow-green tagging is
the result of a tagging method in which
“shaving” was no longer required.

Our reason for believing this to be the
case with the inlense yellow-green tag-
ging is that all early phosphored Yosemi-
tes had the motiled bluish tagging and we
know, from Yeager's account, that the
early Yosemites were printed on “‘shaved”
paper.

We also know that BEP ran out of phos-
phored paper after it had introduced phos-
phored Plates 7 and 8, which is why Plate
9 first appeared with block tagging. (See
BEP's explanation of 19-row Yosemite
plates on Page 87.)

Meanwhile, Scott F. Smith has gone to
work on the phosphored Yosemites. He
was able to supply used singles (from
mixtures) of both types of tagging on
Plates 7, 9. 10, 11, and 13.

Smith examined his used singles under
long-wave UV and found thai they fell
into a partern. All the stamps with bluish
lagging contain brighteners in the paper,
making them high brights. All the stamps
with intense yellow-green tagging are ai-
most dead in long-wave UV, showing lit-
tle or no traces of brightener.

The degree of brightening observed by
Smiith varied.

The same findings were found by Steve
Esrati in examining mint stips: Stamps
with blnish tagging in short-wave UV ex-
hibited brighteners in long-wave UV; yel-
low-green stamps in short-wave showed
little or no brighteners in long-wave UV,

This could mean that the tagging differ-
ences may be the result nol of overcom-
ing the nead to “shave” the paper, butof a
different method of paper making, per-
haps even of a change in paper suppliers.

Teschemacher suggested that perhaps
the taggant reacts somehow to the brigh-
tener in the paper.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, a chemist, was
asked if that could be possible. He said
this was outside his field of expertise and
urged the Smdy Group 1o ask BEP. He did
not role out the possibility that Tesche-
macher may be on to something.

Interestingly, Plate 2 of the 20¢ Cable
Car, a block-tagged stamp, also exhibits
two levels of brighmness in long-wave UV.
Here, however, the tagging color is the
same although the size of the tagging
block is larger on the high bright stamps.

All this brings up the key question: Are
these tagging differences major varieties,
and, therefore, collectable?

While a stamp that was block-tagged on
press is considered a distinct stamp from
4 stamp printed on phosphored paper, it
can hardly be said that two phosphored
stamps with a slightly different formula-
ton of the taggant can be considered in
the same way.

But a high bright stamp is definitely a
collectable variety as opposed to stamps
that do not exhibit brightener.

The PNC Study Group never tells a col-
lector how Lo collect, whether in strips of
three or five, whether with atention to
precancel gaps or not, or whether o at-
tach importance to tagging intensity or
brightener in the paper.

Kim Cuniberti and Rich Nazar believe
these varieties should be mentioned in the
PNC Catalog. Qthers do not share their
view, holding them to be a minor variety.

Buot the stamps do exhibit distinct char-
acteristics, both in short- and long-wave
UV, These differences may be meaning-
ful. We cannat tell yet. For now they are
merely something to keep in mind as we
learn more. Specialists would be wise to
walch for and collect these differences, at
least until we have a better understanding
of what they are.

This article is based on reporting by
Wayne Youngbiood, Charles Tesche.
macker, Scott F. Smith, Wolfgang Schén,
Phil Rose, Ken Lawrence, and Steve Es-
rati. It was writien by Esrati.
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The view from the Lighthouse:
What is collectable, catalogable?

By Wolfgang Schin

I am with Lighthouse and this year, in
particular, I wish the day had 36 hours
and that 1 could go without sleep. Album
supplements for more than 100 collecting
areas are supposed to be shipped on time,
the week before Easter.

But nowadays that is wishful thinking.
Mexico with its Exporta issues is bad
enough, bot it is a David compared to the
Goliath of Japan, w name just one exam-
ple.

lapan’s supplements used to average 6
pages a year, In 1989, Japan—the richest
nation in the world—had to issue so many
definitives, commemoratives, prefectiral
stamps, souvenir sheets, and what not that
the suppiement came 0 25 pages! And
Lighthouse had to supply English transla-
tons to tell what each issue is about. We
at Lighthouse hate such a development
because colleciors simply give up and
buy neither the stamps nor the supple-
ments.

Because Mexico's Exporta issues (Scott
1109-1138; 1166-1176; 1465-1470A;
1491-1505; C486-C508, and C5%4-C603,
a set started in 1975 and continuing) are
so complex, we publish Exporias Over-
view, a list we usually update once a year
before we start editing each year's supple-
ment. The last Overview, published Dec.
31, 1989, has become somewhat ourdat-
ed. Quite a few additional issues have ap-
peared since then. Catalog publishers
have assigned new numbers andjor
changed old ones. It is said that Stanley
Gibbons, Michel and Yvert & Tellier wiil
come out with added listings, and possi-
bly Scott, too.

Our 1989 Mexico supplement has just
appeared but news about the latest issues
{1,500p Copper Vase and 1,700p Tequila)
reached us too late for inclusion.

Here I need 1o interject a few general
observations,

During the 1960s, poslal services of
many conntries were preparing for mail
being sorted and canceled by automated
facer-canceler and sorting machines. This
could be brought about by tagging the
stamps either with phosphorescent sub-
stances (USA, [srael, Great Britain) or by
finorescent substances (Canada and the
majority of nations in Europe).

Mexico started the tests with phospho-
rescent stamps [1st, 2nd, and 4th series
(1975/83)]. Then came the fluorescent
stamps of the 3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th

series (1981/89). After those we had the
Oth, 10th, and 1lth series on non-
luminescent paper (1988/50).

This brings us to a very critical point:
differentiating between what is a very mi-
nor, insignificant variety of one or more
stamps of a particular series and what rep-
resents the start of a genuinely and truly
new series. [The sarne problems arise in
the case of PNCs.]

To activate a facer-canceler—if such is
indeed being used in Mexico—the lumi-
nescence  (phosphorescence or  fluo-
Tescence) has to be specifically stipulated
by the printers (TIEV in Mexico, BEP for
UsPS) and must be strong and distinctive.

Such tagging should not be confused
with something that has become a custom
of most paper mills nowadays, the adding
of optical brighteners or paper whiteners.

We know of many instances of stamps
from various countries where phosphor
tagging has been done on paper stock that
contains optical brighteners. These bright-
€ners are a noisance and disturb the func-
tion of the facer-cancelers, so that special
light filters must be installed to minimize
the influence of the unwanted (zaven if
only fain{) fluorescence of the optical
brightener.

Five values of the 9th Series (1988) of
Exportas—the 1,000p, 2,000p, 3,000p,
4,000p and 5,000p—are an excellent ex-
ample of this. Amexfil, for example, said
in No. 32 (Sept.AOct. 1988) that six varie-
ties have been observed in the intensity of
the fluorescence in this new paper. These
“six varieties” were, in varying degree,
due to optical brighteners that the paper
mill's staff had added to the pulp without
specific instructions from their superiors.

Nobody even lalks about these minor
and insignificant varieties nowadays and
no dealer or catalog publisher even men-
tions them.

Yet that is precisely what someone is
doing as when Filatelia Mussot of Mexico
City suggests a **13th series” consisting of
the 1990 reissues of the 300p, 600p,
700p, 1,000p, and the new 1,600p stamp.

Why should someone suddenly make a
mountain out of a molehill and create a
13th series when all we have here are
1990 reissues of old stamps? Doing so
would constitute an onpardonable mis-
take.

Lighthouse’s 1989 supplement sticks to
the old 10th series and explains the facts
as follows:

MEXICO EXPORTA—10th {ssue (1988/90)

Thick {.115mm=) 105-110q1/sqm UNWATER-
MARKED, ordinary non-luminascent glazed pa-
per, wilh dry invisibla gum. Under iang-wave
UY-light some of 1he 1380 re-Issues give ofl 2
faint gleam: this is ol no signlficance and slems
from opticai brighteners, which are cusiomarily
added nowadays in Ihe ordinary run-of-the-miil
paper manufacluring process.

Reducing the above to a thumbnail:
only the 3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th, and Bth series
of the Exporws are truly fluorescent. If
you view them side-by-side under long-
wave UV, you will agree that the
fluorescent glow of the so-calied “13th se-
ries” is, at best, a variety of the 10th se-
ries and can by no means really maich
any of the fuorescent series.

Ken Rose, writing in Canadian Siamp
News (Dec. 2, 1986), said there could be
100s of tagging varieties for Canadian
stamps. He decided to stick to six.

Wayne Youngblood's Stamps That
Glow notes that BEP tried to banish bright-
eners from its papers in 1964, but that hi-
brites are back.

And Canadian dealer George S. Wegg
stopped using terms such as “HiBrite,”
“LoBrite,” and “Dull” in 1975 because so
many intermediate degrees were found.
Wegg now uses a system of numerical de-
grees ranging from 0 to 12 in describing
Canadian definitives. {]

[Editor's note: You may well wonder
what all of the above has to do with PNC
collecting. It is not published here be-
cause Schdn is a member of the PNC
Stdy Group, but rather o indicale the
problems of philately, especially in a
field—such as tagging——that is still new
and only partly understood.

[t also serves as a warning thal the two
types of phosphored Yosemites (bluish
green and yellow-green) should probably
be considered minor varieties of the same
stamp.

[Schiin is one of the owners of Light-
house. His article has been adapted, with
permission, from correspondence with
Edward Nissen, editor of Mexicana.]

T Thooled In desgaing Joc B Lancs o3 in

§ the 1990 DNC Catalog, I'left cut his tclephone §

i nuaber. Therefore, 1 harsby reache 1o run his {
nuaber free in TON for a year e an adlet.

I Stews Eanaisl

i INTAGLIO MISSING. HNo black Honeybee, no

? plala number. A pair, just $180. Joe R. Lane. P.0.
Box 31021, Houston, Tax. 77038, {713) 774-3670.

fo mm v v mm
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Here’s what you couldn’t see in Linn’s

In 1987, before 7PN could make clear
illustratdons, we published an aricle
about varieties found on Plate 3 of the
11¢ Stz Bearcat,

The article was based on the findings of
a veterinarian who did not want his name
used. We had to use text to describe what
Wwe 5aw.

Here's a brief rundown on what the vet
found, all on the numbered stamp:
Polishing cloth on hood

Before his report, this was known only
as a nearly rectangular object across the
line that represents the hinge of the car’s
left hood. We termed it Palishing Cloth 1.
His polishing cloth, however, was two
distinct blobs on either side of that line.
On Polishing Cloth II the bicbs do not
touch.

CLOTH | — En-
larged view of Pal-
ishing Ctoth | from
1990 PNC Catalog.
The two pars of
Polishing Cloth [f
do not meet 2t the
hinge ling.

© Marar, "90

Cracked left rear fender

The vet found two versions of this. In
one, which we termed “Fender 1,” there is
always some donbling of the plate num-
ber. This variety extends beyond the cir-
cular object, which is presumed o repre-
sent a running light.

Other characteristics that are found on
Fender I include:

1. Damage o the middle of the wind-
shield frame.

2. Marks on engraved lines al base of
windshield.

1. Marks between top of windshield and
back seat.

The second variety, Fender 11, lacks the

FENDER | —
Blowup from 1990
PNC Calaiog
showing Fenger I.
This variely always
shows doubting of
piate number,
doubling in the plate number and is quite
a bit shorter.

Other characteristics of Fender II in-
clude:

1. Damage to the frame of the wind-

@ Nazar, "90

shield on the passenger side.

2. Many extraneous marks in the detail-
ing of the hood,

Ken Lawrence’s column in Linr's on
June 18 rediscovered Fender 11, but with a
difference. Based on a report from Wayne
Youngblood, Fender II also shows a flaw
at the bottom of the spare tire.

Unfortunately, Linn's illusirations were
so poor that collectors had difficulty rec-
ognizing the described flaws. We have

FENDER It — This variety {left) does not
gxtend to the top of the white area of the
fender, stopping just above the circular
object, believed ta represent a light. The
variety also shows the added outline at the
bottom of the spare tire (right).

made an attempt to illustrate all the Plate
3 varieties as clearly as possible in this is-
sue of TPN,

Youngblood discavered a thin line that
revolves around the bottom-of the spare
tire. Lawrence referred to it as an “outline
around the spare tire.”

Doubling of plate number

In addition to the row showing a dam-
aged or double plate number that is asso-
ciated with Fender I, another row also
shows such damage. Its additional mark-
ings include:

1. A short marking at the middle left of
the windshield frame.

2. Blurring of the lines used 1o detail the
hood near the windshield.

3. Two cracks on the driver’s side in the
upper part of the windshield.

But if you find some markings sirilar
to the above without damage to the plate
number, you've merely stumbled across
yet another row.

lis characteristics (but with an undam-
aged plate number) are:

1. Long marking in middle of the wind-
shield frame.

2. Series of smudges at the base of the
windshield.

Lawrence’s column also described four
other Plate 3 varieties found by Young-
bloxd, all far from the plate number, One
of them, at SR, has an appendage under
the spare tire.

A second find by Youngblood some-
what Tesembles the two fender varieties
found by the veterinarian. Lawrence

called it “unintended details.”

S8R — On this
4 Plale 3 stamp the
spare  tirm  has
something hanging
gown. Il is 20
stamps ieft of the
\ plate number 3.

1

In fact, the two previously described
Fender varieties and this addition to the
fender cracks have something in common
with the outline under the spare tire and
the appendage found at 5R. They are not
gripper cracks but something else.

Lawrence described it this way:

Many of the Plate 3 varieliss seam lo outline
or double certain design eiemenls. As a resull,
collectors have assumed Ihe canse was sefolf
from ine chili roiler, a frequent source of image
doutiing on other Transpostalion coils.

Bul the Slulz varieties really are in Ihe plate.
Evidantly, Plate 3 was a bum picce of sleel, wilh
3 lot of surface corrosten. The shallow pilting of
Ihe metal prinis an oulline ol the corroded area,
but wilh a wavy pond-like edge, not the ting-for-
llne ¢ouble vision of a selolf image.

6R — The most
obvious Ciflerence
Detween this Fen-
der Il ang Fender |
is that this is not
on the numbered
slamp of Plate 3
but far to its leit.

This would also explain a variety report-
ed by Lawrence bot found by R.W. Su-
therland. Under magnification, Lawrence
said, this flaw looks like Felix the Cat.
The flaw, according to Sutheriand, is nine
stanps right of the plate number 3, put-
ting it on Plate 4. But a correspondent has
recently comrected Sutherland and report-
ed that Felix, too, is on Plate 3. We are
still unsure about its location and reader
Teports are always welcome,

Two varieties found by Youngblood
show up in a pair at 7R and 8R on Plaie 3.
The left stamp (7R) has yet another fen-
der flaw, but also shows a filling-in of the

right top of the radiator.

' WHERE? — This
. bioy gets the nick-
name “Felix Ihe
\ Cal" and occurs on
. Plalg 3, despite an
a earlier report. Exact

site is unknown.



The stamp at BR, the right stamp in the
pair, hasg protrusions from the front right
fender and from the top and side of the
left spare tire,

The veterinarian found several stamps
at 7L on Plate 3 with what was believed
in 1987 to be chill-roller doubling.

7R — The shiny
chrome at the top
of the radiator gets
pitted on this
stamp, which aiso
has a fender flaw.

[
arl
On one stamp there was doubling from
the “e” of “Bearcat” 1o the first *3" of
*1933." The bottom loop of the “*3" con-
tins a large blob that is visible to the

8R — Three flaws show up at 8R, two on
the left spare and one on the fender. The
top flaw on the spare is just under the mir-
7or.

naked eye. In addition, there is a vertical
line to the left of the “1” of #1933."

On a second sirip, which contains “Pol-
ishing Cloth II" on the numbered stamp,
there is doubling from the “B" of “Bear-
cat” to the first “3.” The upright of the
“B” has a vertical line to its left. The
upper loop of the 3" has a small blob,
not easily seen without magnification.

On yet a third strip, the vet found a fen-
der crack that was different from his Fen-
der 1 and Fender II.

This fender flaw swarts above the circu-
lar object and runs above it, hugging the
body of the car at its top and bottom, It is
much shorter than either Fender | or Fen-
der II.

Lawrence’s article in Linn's showed a
doubling of the “ar” in “Bearcat™ on the
numbered stamp of Plale 3, which also
showed doubling of the plate number.

This stamp also shows a gouge or
scratch at the right perforations, about
ane-third of the way down from the top.
One stamp 1o its left (1L), there is dou-
bling or damage to the detail lines around
the windshield and the middle line of the
hood.
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DOUBLING? — We used to believe that
effects such as this were caused by chill-
rolter doubling. In this instance the flaw
was on Ihe numbered stamp in which the
plate number “3* was aiso severely dam-
aged. These effects are now attricuted 1o a
badly pitted plate.

In 1937, the veterinarian wondered why
so many flaws could be fonnd at 7L and
why he was nnable to find any damage on
Plates 1, 2, or 4.

Lawrence's belief that 3 was a bad plate
explains the second question. The obser-
vation that so many rows showed damage
at 7L may indicate that the plate wasg
damaged while in use or while being
mounted.

In any event, what we have on Plate 3
of the 11¢ Stz Bearcat may also be what
we found on Plate 1 of the 10.1¢ Gil
Wagon, which also exhibits a large num-
ber of flaws that are most nnlikely to be
the resuilt of plate cracking.

Still, the various fender flaws at various
positions in the roll can't simply be ex-
plained by terming Plate 3 a “bum plate.”
Thers k2= to he scme better reason why
lines suddenly show up where they don't
belong. But because the Cotrells no long-
€7 £xist, we have little chance (o find out
what happened. (]

Contributing to this article were AS.
Cibulskas, Ken Lawrence, and Sleve Es-
rati.

Quotes

without comment
[Linn's  Plate
Number  Coil
Handbook] is
extremely well-
illustrated and interestingly written, it
might be premature. The Transporation
Coil series is nol completed, and not all
information has been discovered, let
But the publication of this book now is
understandable, because there already are
at least 368 pages worth of information to
dissemninate and because [Lina’s] wants o
of all other fads. If you can hold out, how-
ever, we would suggest you wait for the
second edition, if there is one.”
Stamp Collector

‘ ‘ hile this book
W
researched, well
alone confirmed, in the PNCs field.
cash in on this fad before it goes the way
July 28, 1990

USPS: No to Winick
on Lutheran mixes
Continued from Page 77

“could reasonably be expected Io interfere
with enforcement proceedings.”

According 1o Charles D, Hawley, assist-
ant general connsel, proceedings can be
prospective or pending and release of the
records (in June) counld have interfered
with prospective proceedings.

“Premature release of those records
would reveal witness testimony and the
government’s strategy,” said Hawley.

Winick’s request noted that there had
been no violation of postal law or any
other law. Hawley denied this, saying:
“Someone other than Lutheran Church
officials may have violated the law. In-
deed, our decision to deny you access has
nothing to do with whether the Lutheran
Church violated any laws. Qur determina-
tion is based solely on the fact that release
of the records, in our opinion, could inter-
fere with prospective proceedings.”

While this may not prove what was re-
ported in the last TPN (that the sale of il-
legal mixtures by Bob Rinkenberger may
have forced the postal inspectors to crack
down on the church) it does make such a
conclusion more likely.

TPN leamed that the illegal mixtures
sold by Rinkenberger's firm, Bob’s Back
Room in St. Louis, consisted of un-
gummed, uncanceled stamps that were
mainly “skips,” stamps not canceled by
mistake. Sale of skips has always been
considered illegal.

The closing down of the Lutheran
Church's mixture business was expected
to curtail the availability of U.S. mixtures.
According to Lian’s, this has not oc-
curred,

Many readers of Linn’s apparently be-
lieved that the USPS crackdown on the Lu-
therans meant that all sale of mixmres
was in some form of violation of postal
regulations. So far, USPS actions have
been aimed only and exciusively at the
Lutheran Church-Boh's Back Room com-
bination.

Myron G. Hill, Ir., the lawyer who spec-
vlated here in May that the Racketeer
Influenced Criminal Organizatdon law
(RICO) may have closed down the Luther-
an operation, now wonders whether USPS
may not have paid the Lutheran Church
what it might have eaned from the sale
of mixes. That could have been part of a
settlement to allow USPS to target Rinken-
berger.

Hill also indicated that the Freedom of
Informartion Act specifically exempts cas-
es under prosecution, [J
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Are Cottrell pairs on a level keel?

By Scott F. Smith

The following are preliminary data on
alignment differences 1 have noticed in my
collection on PNCs printed on the Cottreil
presses.

[Editor' s note: In a few instances, | have
added my own observations. These are
marked sge.]

They are seen in PNC strips, but not in
singles.

The shorthand employed works as fol-
lows:

1 § 2 means stamps left of the joint line
(from Plate 1) are lower than stamps right
of the joint line (Plaie 2).

1 | 2 means stamps left of the joint line
{from Plate 1) are slightly lower than
stamps right of the joint line (Plate 2).

1 = 2 means stamps show no difference
in height

1 T 2 means stamps left of the joint line
(from Plate 1) are higher than starnps right
of the joint line (Plate 2).

1 T 2 means stamps lefc of the joint line
(from Plate 1) are slightly higher than
stamps right of the joint line (Plate 2).

My method was to lay a 6-inch steel ruler
across the bottom of the descriptive text at
the top of the stamp. [ chose the bottom be-
cause the serifs provide more horizontal
printing on which to align the ruler.

I then aligned the ruier across the lower
text on one side or the other of the joint
line so I could see the higher text,

I could not draw any startling conclu-
sions from my data, at least not yet. ! hope
others may come up with more.

Meanwhile, 1 would ask the following
question: When a particular stamp in a coil
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1 2 5B S=6 GaplL, 2 2h
4 a3 Ln, 4R 3 3l
17¢ Electric Auto SBA 5T6 GaplL 4 deb
1 is2 Papel 5C 587 GapsL, 50 5
1 112 Paperl 3L 6 65
2 2e=l Paperl 5C  $=7 Gapdl 7 s
2 211 Ppall 6A 605 Gap2L, 8 8«7
3 344 Prper LT L 9 9l10
4 43 Piper] 6B 6l5 Gap1iL, 10 lode
4 4=3 Papexll : La 11 {1=13
5 sls 6B  6=5 OapdR 12 i2e14
5  sli7 6BA 645 GeplL 13 13«7
&  6is 7A 78S Gap4R, 14 14=12
6 647 SR 15 15hs
7 s 74 746 Gapsk 16 16=15

strip is considered to be a low transfer, how much lower does it
have to be compared to its companion Scveral conclusions arise
about my data. For example, it appears that these vertical relation-
ships were affected when plates were sent back to press.

We know that some plates were always mounted with a vertical
shift, making it difficult to find them in XF condition (Plate 3 of
the lagged 5.2¢ Sleigh and Plate 3 of the Line Gap 10.9¢ Hansom
Cab, for exampie).

These data appear to show in a few cases that where two paper
types are known, the heights differ. That would indicat= not only
that plate position changed when plates were put back on the
press, but also that we may have yet another way to distinguish pa-

types.

It would also be interesting to find that where my strips show
one side of a precanceled strip to be higher than another for a par-
ticular precancel gap, someone else could provide a strip with the
same precancel gap but a different relationship for the heights. If
such strips were to come forth, it would affect the theory that the
shift of precancel gaps relates somehow to each time a plae was
put on the press. The same gap with two heights would mean that
the same gap went to press wice.

In any event, this report is a preliminary finding. It would be
helpful if those collectors who have long strips (from plate number
to plate number) could fill in some gaps where we have several
possibilities of plate pairings (as on Plate 13 of the 20¢ Fire Pump-
er). My address is P.O. Box 6757, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80934,
I'd like to hear from you. (J
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BEP: Phosphored paper shortage
led to printing of 19-row Flag rolls

Linda W. Wilder of the Bureas of En-
graving and Printing has answered our
questions aboot 25¢ Yosemite stamps
printed from rolls only 19 rows wide.

Wilder answered on behalf of Ira Polik-
off, chief of the Office of Public Affairs.
Two of the questions asked hy 7PN were
not answered.

QUESTION T: What Yosemlte plates have teen
produced 19 rows wide?

In reply: No special plates were used.
The 19-row Flag coils were made using
our normal 20-row sleeves. The 19-row
Flags were prodoced from Jan. 27
through Feb. 9, 1989, on Sleeve 181273-7
and from June 2 to June 9, 1989, on
Sleeve 181661-9. They were also pro-
duced from June 9 1o June 15, 1989, on
Sleeve 182945-10.

Commentary: BEP erred on one plate
number. Plate 9 was printed from Sleeve
181664-9, not 181661-9,

QUESTION 2: How do we collgclors find oul,

since none of the Bureau's plate-aclivily reports
ever mention a 19-row printing,

In reply: There is no visible difference
between coils that were run as a 19- or
20-row,

" Corunertary: This failed to answer the
question. Apparently BEP does not feel it
needs 1o report such plate activity.
QUESTION 3: Is economy the reason lor print-
ing these stamps 18 rows wide, or Is il because

of the Bureau's Gesire o use a particular type of
colling equipment?

in reply: No, paper supply was the rea-

son, We were unable to obtain an ample
supply of LP-702 paper (which is 201,
inches wide) necessary 1o Tun the 20-row
stamp. Since we had a snfficient supply of
LP-107 paper (which is 18y inches wide)
in our inventory, it was decided to run the
19-row to meet production requirements.
A 20-row sleeve was used on C Press; a
fiber roller was cut down to print 19 rows
across instead of 20 rows.

Commentary: LP-702 is phosphored. So
is Lp-701.

QUESTION 4: Which coiling 2quipment is
used with 19-row produci?

In reply: Goebel.
Commentary: The Goebel coiler is nor-
mally used for 20-row coils.

On another malter, coilectors report iwo UV
cotors for (he lagging on the 25¢ Yosemile. One
lagginp {on the vast majority of these slamps)
appaats bluish-Qray in UV; the other (on only a
Tew examples) has a lime-green color. Could you
sxplain ihig?

Commentary: No reply received,

Finally, the Bureaw's plate-aclivily seport for
Cecember 1989 says Plale 180455-1, the 8.4¢
Wheelchair, was senl to press as a precancal on
Cee. 16, 1990. The teport said Inls was a B
Press plata. Alas, a plale wilth this number was
canceled on Jung 23, 1889, | would guess,
therelore, {hal the piale number was erroneous
and lhal the plale Ihat was sent to press was
183831-3, which Is also a 8 Press plate. Could
you confirm this? It would have had 10 be
183931-3 i, in facl, the plale really was a
Wheelchair,

Commentary: No reply received. O

Will the real father of PNCs please stand up?

Reviewing Ken Lawrence’s book in
Coil Lire, Dr. Robert Rabinowiz wrote:
The only thing missing is Lawrence's
failure to name the father and step-father
of plate number coil philately.”

Makes yon kind of wonder. Who's Dr.
Bob writing aboui?

The answer may have been reveaied in
a letter to Linn’s from PNC collector
Richard A. Collier,

Collier recalled that in the 1970s Dr.
Rabinowitz wrote several columns urging
a relurn to plate blocks in a four-stamp
formar.

UsPs, Collier said, called it impossible.

When Rabinowitz obtained evidence from Ine

Bureau of Engraving and Printing Ihat his coulo

readily be dope, Ihe Slamps Oivision slated thal

It would force the use ol skightty smatier num-

bers, which would be a hardship for some ot Ihe

cellecting public.

Rabinowilz counlered Ihat, since on of the coi-
lactors mosl used loals was ihe magnHying
plass, siightly smatler numbers wouw'd be no

hargship at all. The Stamps Division persisied in
finding olher, less memorable reasoms why il
couidn'l be done.

Plate-block collecting almost died. UsSPS
noticed. Finally, in 1981, USPS adopled
the systemn of code numbers we now see
on sheets and coils. The code numbers re-
placed plate numbers and could be
bunched in one corner of a sheet. Said
Collier:

{Using Ine code numbers was] ... a Glever,

lace-saving way for USPS 1o avoid doing what it
should have dona 10 years arller,

Could this be what Dr. Bob meant in
Coil Line? (0
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3 Vacation notice

w The offices of TPN and the

% PNC Catalog will be closed

% until Oct. 4 for vacation.
™
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ADLETS
Classified ads are 15 cents a
word. There is no charge for your
address. Members of PNC?® are
gntitied to one 25-word free ad-
let each year.

UINYAGGED ERRORS: Breadwagon, Yosamils, olhers to¢
Iratde or sala. Untagoed coils on commercial COvers o ap-
peoval. Buying lag varieties. TAG SHIFT HARRY Muaggen-
burg, 3525 Bt Courl, Carmichael, CA 95508, (5-90)

PUMPER EMBLEM LABEL, hard-o-gel 3,000-si7e. Gal-
gon)nm.ﬁ o first reply. Box L, The Piale Number. (5-

USELD Transportation plale number singles, palrs and sirips.
Vary challenging, ineresting, and Inaxpensive. Some tov-
ers alsn, Price tist for SASE. Max Hicka, Box 21081, Den-
ver, Colo. 80221, (5-90)

PRECURSOR “Ughining Bolt" on Plale 10, 18¢ Sumey.
Shows only a small part of taler plake crack Avg.-F only.
$20. Box L, The Plale Number. {5-90)

1839 UGHTHOUSE PNC sirip supplement: 525 iist, my
price $21.25. No supprement this year tor singies aibum.
Esrall, P. 0. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120,

COMPLETE Lightouse PNC album in 2 binders, $30X),
Sleve Esrall, £.0. Box 20130, Shakar Haighls, OH 44120,

COLLECT GERMANY? | provide a specializad new issues
service al 15% over tace. Coils, booklets, horizontal pairs
from coil stamps, FO sheetiels, annual book with biack
print. Write for detalls. Esrafl, . Q. Box 20130, Shaker
Hesghts, OH 44120,

188 FLAQ, PLATE 1, PS/5, XF

FOR SALE a price of VF strip. Calalog price Is $500. Spe-
da, XF onty $500, posipaid, PLUS fras Hoseling 1 1t you
mention this ad. £srali, PO Bax 2013, Shaket Heights, OH
44120, Phone (216) 561-9393. (5-80)

1512 overail tagging. PS/5. $3.50. Box T, The Plale Num-
ber. {5-90)

ENDOW A LIBRARY. Give a 1990 Calalog ‘0 a philalelic
l&llhy. Special rale $12.00. POB 20130, Shaker Heighis,
4120,

HONEYEE—Looking for Bee varietias: *Goid dusl,” "Slade
of Grass,” "green Bee” wilh plake numbers, M. Stanchfieid,
83205, 218h Si., Kent, WA 98631, (5-90)

MAKE ME AR OFFER—( need 10.172P, Gap 1L and Gap
1R Scolt F. Smith, P.0. Box 6757, Colorado Springs, CO
80934. (5-90)

¥ FOR SALE #r

COLAECYION of Firsl-Oay Ceremony Programs and LISPS
Souvenir Pages. Of 23 programs, 20 have PNCs—
Including two with ermor cancels, and one with a Buggy
Whip. All four Sotvenir Programs have PNCs, Retail value
{piatn, withowl PNCs) Is $230. Price for enlire collection,
postpaid and insured, is $920. Ken Lawrence, P.O. Box
3568, Jackson, MS 30207. Phone (501) 969-2269. (5-00)

Lipghthouse 49 Supplement

PNCs in stock include:
8.3¢ “B" #1, Gap 3L
10.1¢ #1, Gap 2R, 3R
10.1¢ #2, Gap 3L, LG, 1R, NG
25¢ Dee #1, full-serif types
Please submit your want Hst for
these and other B Press and
Cottrell gaps.
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz
37E Sianwick Place
Stamford CT 06905

(203) 325-2312
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BEP plate-activity report through December 1989

The plate-activity report from the Bu-
teau of Engraving and Printng through
Dec. 31, 1989, posed a problem for 7PN
because the parts for October, November,
and December arrived on TPN's deadline
for July.

The portion dealing with May through
September had been received earlier, for
use in the 1990 Plate Number Coil Cata-
log.

We jammed in as much of the report for

the last three months as we could, bot
there simply wasn’t enough time to do the
job right.

As indicated in July, we have had o
ahandon an attempt 0 break down Hon-
eybee offset press runs by arjthmetic
means. BEP data were just too full of er-
Tors, omissions, and incomplete data to al-
low this exercise to proceed.

In this issue, we group all kmown Hon-
eybee plates by size and press with all

A. ggllfnrm: gdatu 18 rows wide
ASSIGNED TOPRESS CANCELED  IMPRESS. NOTES

Blad: 179944-1 Apr 5, 1988
Black m 170975-2  Apr11,1988 Apr 14, 1988 Nov 15, 1988 110,000
Black 03 1801301  May3, 1988 May5, 1089 Nov 15,1988 802770
Biack $HHHHTT 04 1803114 May 31,1288 Jun6, 1988 Oct18,1968  17.950
Black 05 1803225  Jun1,1988 JunB, 1968 Oct 13,1088 232060
Black 06  18036—6  Jun9 1988 Jun 10,1988 Oct 13,1988 511,080
Black 07 180-627  Jun9, 1968 Jun 13, 1988 Oct 13,1088 4113570
Black 08 1803838 Jun 14,1988 Jun 20, 1988 Nov 15,1088 279,970
Black 1 08 1803938 2d press ( BEP dala)
Biack 4 09 1803949 Jun 14,1988 Jul 20, 1968 Jun 22,1969 461880
Biack 10 180440-10  Jun21,1988 Qcl21, 1988 Jun2Z, 1988  NOME
Cyan DY 179431 Ae5 1988
Cyan 02 1795782  Apr 11,1988 Aor 14, 1988 Nov 15, 1988 110,000
Cyan 03 1901263  May 3,1998 May 5, 1968 Nov 15,1968 802770
Cyan D4 1803074  May 31,1988 Jun6, 1968 Oct 18,1088 1518710
Cyan 05 18085 Jun1,1988 Jun 17,1988 Oct 18,1968  835)
Cyan 06 1803896  Jun14,1989 Oct21, 1968 wun22 1988  NONE
Cvan 07 1804357 Jun20,1988 Jun24, 1968 Jun 22,1068  S2610
Cvan 08 1805688  Jul 11,1988 Jul 16, 1968 Jun22, 1983 550920
Magenla m 179940-1 Ape 5, 1988
Magenia 02 1799752 Apci1,1088 Ape 14, 1968 Nov 15,1988 110,000
Magenks 01 1801273 May3, 1988 May 5, 1968 Nov 15,1988 602,770
Magentz 04 1803084  May 31,1988 Juné, 1968 Oct 18,1588 1518710
Magenta 05 1803195  Jum1,1968 Jun 17, 1968
Magenta 05 1803195 Jum, 1988 Jul 18, 1968 2d prmes (3EP data)
Magenta 06 180380-6  Jum 14,1988 Oct21, 1968 Jun 22, 1989 £
PMSYellow 01 1799421 AprS, 1988
PMSYellow 02 170077-2  Apr 11,1988 Apr 14, 1985 Nov 15,1968 110,000
PMSYellow 03 1801293  May3, 1688 My 5 1358 Nov 15,1988  6C2.770
FMSYellow 04 18031040 May 311988 Jun 6, 1388 Oct 18, 1968 1,136.500
PMSYellow 05 1800215  Jun1, 1988 Jun 15 1388 Oct1B, 1968 768,110
PMSYellow 06 1803926  Jun4, 1988 Jun 21, 1988 Nov 15, 1988 469,020
PMSYellow €7 1804387  Jun20,1988 Jul 11,1388 Jup22. 1989  NONE
PMSYellow (8 1B0446-8  Jun22, 1968 Oci21, 1988 Jin22, 1983 NONE
ProcessYellow 01 1790411 AprS, 1968
ProcessYellow 02 1799762  Apr 11, 1989 Ape 14, 1968 Nov 15,1988 110,000
Process Yellow (2 180128-2  Mav3d 1968 May 5 196A Nov 15, 1088 602770
ProcessYellow (4 1603034  May 31,1988 Juné, 1988 Ocl 18,1968 1874870
Process Yellow 05 180378-5  Jum1, 1980 Jun 20, 1988 Jun 22, 1989 1092,
Proctss Yellow 03 1803205  Jum 1, 1968 Jul 18, 1988 2d prexs (BEP data)
Process Yellow 06 180391-6  Jun 14, 1988 Ocl 21, {988 N.%::éz 1589
Process Yellow 09 180439-10 Jun21, 1968 Probadiy Pro 53 yeliow
A Dpln‘nrma plalas 20 rows wide

100537-1  JulB, 1988 Jul 11,1988 Nov 15, 1988 506,970
Bladt 02 190542-2  Julfl, 1506
Black 03 1806M-3  Jul25. 1988 Aug1, 1998 Now 15, 1968 1515830
Slack 05 1806715  Aug2 1988 AupB, 1988 Nov1S, 1988 90589
Black 06 1807026 Augd, 198840017, 1988 Nov 15, 1968 650,080
Black 07 1807847 Aug 17, 1968Aug 23, 1988 Jun 22, 1969  550:900
Cyan 01 1B0SI-1  Jul@, 1988 Jul 11,1988 Nov 15 (988 S06.070
Cyan 02 1B0538-2 Jul 8, 1988
Cyan 03 180630-3  Jul25, 1988 Aug2 1988 Nov 15,1988  97.520
Cyzn 4 1BOGE4-4  Aug2, 1986 Aug3. 1B Mow15. 1988 858381
Cyan 05 1806685  AugZ, 1968Aug 10,1988 Nov15, 1988 398,780 Cancelad as Plais 9
Cyan 05  1B06E:-5  Aug4.19685ep 10,1088  Jun22,

43450
Cyan 07 1BO7SS-7  Aug 11,1988Aug 15,1988  Nov 1S,
139,130

Cyan 08 1BO7E-8  Aug 16,1988 Aug 1B, 1988 Jun 22, 1969 852,010
Magenia 01 1808341 Jul8, 1988 Jul 11,1088 Jun 22, 1885 710,300
Magenta 0z 1805292  Jul@, 1988
Magenta ik 180631-3  Jul 25,1988 Aug 5, 1988 Nov 15, 1568 NONE
Magenia M4 1806654  Aug2 1988 Augs, 1088 Nov 15,1988 1861780
Magenta 05 1806635  Aup2 1988Aug 15,1988 Jun22, 1980 1261780
PMSYellow 01 1805361  JulB, 1988 Jui 11,1968 Nov 15,1688 278,940
PMSYellow (2 1B0541-2  Jul 8, 1988 Sep 14, 1988 Jun22, 1909 1603720
PMSYellow 03 1006388-3 Jul 25 1968 Aug 15 1388 Jun 22 1989 1028700

dats we were able to obtain from BEP.
The data are not interpreted in any way
by TPN.

To make things easier, we have grouped
all plates that were never sent to press ina
calegory by themselves that takes up less
space,

Meanwhile, Ken Lawrence has made
some interesting observations about the
BEPTeport in his Lina's column:

«The press Tun on 25F10 was very
small, 540,300 impressions. Said Law-
rence: “Although quanties of No. 10

Offset plates never used

Optiforma Press, 18 rows
Calor Phte Assigned  Canceled

Black 11 181109-11  Oct20, 1988 Jun 22, 1969
Cyan 9 180594-9  Jul 18,1988 J-n 22, 1960
Cyan 10 181110-10 Oct20, 1988 Jun 22, 19688
Maoenta 7 180437-7 Jun 20,1988 Jun2Z, 1989

g  180563-8 Jul 11,1968 Jun 22 1989
Yah 9 180570-9 Jul 11,1988 Jun 22,1989

Optiforma Press, 20 rows

Black 4 1806574  Aug2, 1988 Jun 22 1989
Black 8 180800-8 Aug 22,1988 Jun 22,1909
Black 9 1808019 Aug22, 1968 Jun 22, 1989

Cyan 8 1807899 Aug 18,1968 Jun 22, 1088
Cran10  180910-10 Sep )4, 1988  Jun 22,1989
Mogenl 6 180797-6 Aug 22,1988 .Jun 27,1969
Mogena7 1907987 A2z 1908 Jun 22,1969

PMSYall. 4 1807964 Aug22 1989 Jum22 1999
PMSYel. 5 1808835 Sen 14,1988 .un22 1989
PMSY#.B  1B0788-6 Aug 22 1988 Jun 22, 1969
Pro. Yall, 4 180666-4 AugZ 1908 Jun 22, 1989
D Press, 18 rows
Black 6 180967-8 28,1588 (Oci14, 1989
Black 6 1813266 Dec2, 1988  Oct14, 1989
Black § 181228-0  Dec2, 1988  Ocf 14, 1080
Black 10 181330-10 Dec2,1968 Ot 14, 1585
Cyan 2 180765-2 Aug 12,1988 Oct t4, 1989
Cyan 3 190830-3 Sep 23,1964 Od M 1889
Cyan 5 1913225 Dec2, 1988 Ocl 19, 1969
Magenta 2 1B0766-2 Aug12,1988  Ocl 14, 1989
Magenia 3 180831-3 Sep 23, 1588 Odl 14, 1369
Magentn 5 M-S Dec2 1988  Ocd M4, 1989
PMSYell.2  180768-2 Aug 12,1988  Ocl 14, 1983
PMSYell 5 1813255 Dec2 1988  Ocl 14, 1989
PMSYell.6 1813276 Dec2, 1988  O¢f 14, 1989
PMSYell.7 1813287 Dec2 1988 Ocf |4 1969
Pro.Yell.5  iB1324-5 Dec2 1988 0Ocl14, 1989
D Prese, 20 rows
Black 24 162011-24 May 14,1989 Oct 1, 1989
Cyan 2 181078-2 Oct14, 1968 Now i, 1989
Cyan § 1B1220-5 Mov id, 1968 Now 1 1989
Cyan 4 182798-14 May 10, 1969  Oct 14, 1989
Cymg 182436-9 MIH 1968 Novl, 1989
Cyan 15 1B2810-15 May 11,1569  Oct 14,1989
Magenia 10 182409-10 Mar 27,1969  Nov 1, 1999
Magenia 11 1E2437-11 Mar 28,1988 Now! 1989
Magenta 15 1B2786-15 May 10,1569  Oct 14, 1889
Magenta 16 182797-16 May 10, 1969  Oct 14, 1939
PMS Yell.6  101224-6 Now 14, 1988 Oct 14,1989
PMS Yell.7  182406-7 Mas27, 1969  Nov i, 1989
PMSYell.d 1824118 Mar27, 1989  Nowvd, 1989
PMSYell 9 182439-9 Mar28, 1569  Nov1, 1939

PMS Yell. 14 182781-14 )
PMS Yell. 15 182795-15 May 10,1989 Oct 14, 1989
FMS Yell 11 182677-11 Apr 27,1569 Ocl 14, 1989
PMS Yell. 17 182800-17 Mav 11, 1589 Ocl 14, 1989
PMS Yell 18 182812-18 May 11,1589 Ocl 14, 1989

Pro. Yell. 4 181138-4 Ocl26, 1388 Ocl 14, 1989
Pro. Yell.7 1824057 Mar27,1989  Nov 1, 1989
Pro Yell. 8 1E2410-B Mar2? 1989  Nov 1, 1989

- Pro.Yell. 11 18267611 Apr27,1968 Ocl 14, 1968
Pro. Yell. 13 182796-13 May 16, 1989




have seemed ample so far, that couid
change.”

« The B Press sleeve used to reprint the
12¢ Stanley Steamer had a short run, too,
only 156,240 impressions. This PNC has
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been rising in price lately and dealers are
having difficulty restocking.

» Spoilage on the Honeybee, which
Lawrence had previously indicated here
as being extremely high, can now be cal-

c I:I Press plaiu 18 rmnmlln
ASSIGNED TCPRESS CANCELED  IMPRESS. NOTES
Blﬂt Ol 1w754-| Aug 12, 1988 Sep 2, 1988 19l black plale this sulfx
Black 1] 180768-2  Aug12 1968 Sep 22, 1968 Nov (, 1989 48,000
Black i< 180834-3  Sep 23, 1960 Sep 23, 1965 Mo 1, 1989 |
Black i) 1809354  Sep 23, 1969 Sep 29, 1968 2nrd black plabe his wyifix
Black [1] 100045-5  Sep M, 1988
Black o 180968-7  Sen 29, 1968 Sep 29, 1968
Cyan o 180760-1  Aug 2.1@&021 1968
Cyan ol 1800414 Sen 24, 1968
Magenka o1 1BO7BI-1  Aug 12 1988 Sap 21, 1968
Magenta 2} 1000424 Sep 24, 1968
PMS Yellow o 180763-1  Aug 12, 1988 Sep 21, 1968
PMS Yeliow 1] 1809333  Sep 23,1968 Sepp 29, 1968 Now |, 1989 287,000
PMS Yellow o 1809434 sﬁlZ‘U!ﬂ
PMS Yellow )] 1809444 Sep 24, 1968
Process Ydlow 01 180762-1  Aug12, 1988&0 21, 1568
ProcessYellow (2 180767-2  Aug 12, 1588
Process Yelow (3 180932-3  Sep23 1968Sep 29, 1968 Nov 1, 1989  47B,000 Atsigned as 180833-3
D D Press plltu 20 rows wids
181078-1 Ocl 14, 1968 Oct 19,1588 Nov 1, 1989 329,000

Blﬂ 02 181083-2 0!:114.1%8 0ct22. 1988 Nov 1, 1989 704,500
Black 1811253 Oct 22,1988
Black o 1B11Z74  Ocli4, 1!![! Nov 1,1968 Nov 1, 1989 150,000
Black -] 18121-5  MNow 14, 1968
Black 06 1312236 Nov 14, 1Hul|3. 1968 Now 1, 1989 NONE To Press denled al canceialion
Black o7 1812557 Now 21, 1968
Black v} 1824078 Mar 27, 1009
Black 1] 1920129 Mar 27, 1989
Black 10 182440-10  Mar 28, 1989
Black " 192452-11  Mar 31, 1989
Black 12 182453-12 Mar31,1589 Apr, 1989 Ocl 14,1968 132,500
Elack 13 15249313 Aor 51088 Apr7, 1089 Oct 34,1969 172,000
Black 1] 182404-14  Apr5,1989 Apr8, 1989 Od 19,1968 175,000
Black 15 182526-15  AprB,1989
Black 1§ 182642-16  Apr 25, 1089
Bisck 17 18264317 Apr 25,1989
Black 18 10267318 Apr 27,1989 Apr 28, 1989 Oct 14, 1588 240.000
Black 19 182678-19  Apr 27,1988 Apr 29, 1989 Oct 34, 1969 225000
Black A 18270121 May1,1989
Black 22 182702-22 Man,wag
Black 2 192793-23  May 10, 1999
Cyan [1)] 1810741 Oct 14, 19&& Octt9, 1988 Nov 1,199 1,145,500
Cyan A 181121-3  Oct 22, 1908 Nov 12, 1968
Cyan o4 18121844 Nov 14,1938
Cyan 06 1912646  Nov2), 1988
Cyan a7 182408-7  Mar 27,1589 Apr3, 1889 Od 14, 1989  B80B,500
Cyan o] 1824088  Mar 27,
Cyan 10 182658-10 Aps 27,1589
Cyan 1" 182674-11  Apr 27,1589 Apr 28, 1569 Ocl 14,1389 312,000
Cyan 13 18270313 May 1,1
Mapenia ] 1810751 Ocl 14, 1988 Oci 19, 1988
Magenia 14 181080-2  Oci14,1988 Oc125, 1988 Nov1, 1989 175,500
Magenta 181122-3  Ocl 14,1988 Oct26, 1568 Nov 1, 1969 294,000
Magenta o4 1611404 Ocl26. 1088 Nov 1, 1968 Jun2Z, 1989 107,500
Mapanta 05 181168-5 Nov 1, 1568 M 30, 1969 Ot 14,1989 4
Magenta 06  1B1170-6  Now 1, 1988 Nov 12, 1968 To press as Plale t
Mapenta o7 1B1225-7  Now 34, 1968
Magenta 1] 1814548  Dec 16, 1968
Magenta i<} 162404-5 M 27,1989 Aped 1989 Ocl 14 1989 808,500
Magena 12 182670-12  Apr 27, 1969
Magenia 13 18267513 Aor 27, 1969

2 17 162807-17 Wiy 11, 1969

Yellow i) ] 181077-1 Qcl 14, 1968 Oct 19, 1988
PMS Yellow 173 181082-2  OQct 14,1988 Ocl22, 1968 Nov i, 1989 704,500
PMS Yellow i<} 181124-3  Ocl 22, 1588
PMS Yallow o 1811264 Ocl 25, 1988 Now 1, 1968 Ocl 14,1989 1,257,000
PMS Yellow o4 1811264 Nov 12, 1968
PMS Yellow 05 181222-5  Now 14, 1988
PMS Yellow 06 1614566  Dec 165, 1968 2d plake with same suffix
PMS yellow 10 182672-10  Apr 27,1989 Apr 27, 1989 Oci 14 1999
PMS Yeilow 13 162780-13  Mav 9, 1969
PMS Yetiow 16 182B06-16  May 11, 1989
Process Yellow 01 181076-1  Ocl14, 1988 Oct 13, 1568 Nov i 1389 353,000
Process Yellow 02 1810812 Ocl 14, 1988 Oc! 22, 1968
Process Yellow (03 /1233 Gol22, 1988 Oct 24, 1588
Process Yellow (5 181141-5  Ocl 26, * Jin22 1989 * * Daia unavailable
Process Yellow 06 181455-6 Dec16 1988 Ap1 26, 1968 Ocl 14, 1969 76,000
Processyellow 08 1824389  Mar2g, 1589
Procesaymiom 10 182671-10  Apr 27,1989 Ape 27,1989 Oct 14, 1969 627,000
Process Yelkow M 182808-14 May 11, 1089

89

cuinted with BEP repordng 5!/, billion
stamps printed but only 4.3 billion being
shipped to USPS. Said Lawrence: Spoilage
was about 30% on the two sleeves for
which we have data. But spoilage was
even higher because of the desouction of
some phasphored Honeybees

Meznwhile, Dr, Robert Rabinowitz told
TPN he thinks “Max. PNCs” and "Total
PNCs” are meaningless because what
counts is whether dealers were able to lay
in supplies.

And Jerry Koepp of Stamps 'n’ Swff
said he believes Plale 3 of the 18¢ Flag is
as scarce as Plate 6, “maybe even scarc-
er.”

“Max PNG:" for Plale 3 are about three
times those for Plate 6.

Anather source told of a find of $1 mil-
lion worth of Plates 17 and 18 of the 18¢
Sumrey in Detroit. That's 2.77 million
stamps of each plate. Alas, the “useless”
“Max. pNC” figures tell us only 2.02 mil-
lion were printed of each plate.

That means the story is more fable than
fact. It alsc means that every little bit of
information helps. Afler all, a stamp’s
price is not the only thing we need to de-
termine.

So, even if we are way off (“Max. PNGs™
are almost double the actal shipments)
the numbers are a rough guide. (]

Offset plates never used
D Prees, 18 rows

Caler Plats  Amigned  Cancalsd
Black § 1809676 Sep29,1988 Oct 14, 1969
Black § 1813266 Dec2 1988  {cti4, 1989
Black 8 181329-9  Dec? 1988 Ocf 14,1989
Black10  161330-10 DecZ 198 Oct1d, 1969
Cyan 2 160765-2 Aug 12,1988  Oct 14, 1989
Cyan 3 180930-] SepZ3, 1968 Oct14, 1989
Cyan § 181322-5 0Dac2, 1988 Oct10,1989
Magena 2 180765-2 Aug 12 1968  Oct 14, 1080
Magenia 3 180931-1 Sep2l, 1988 Ocl 14, 1989

@5 1613235 Dec2 1988  Octi4, 1989

Vel 2 1B0768-2 Aug 12,1968 Ocl 14, 1080
PMSYell 5 1613255 Dec2, 1988 Ocl 14, 1989
PMSYEL G 1513276 Dec2, 1908 Od 14,1089
PHEYRL7T  181328-7 Dec2 1988  Ocl 14,1589
PmoYel.5 1813245 Dec2,1968 (cl 14,1589

D Press, 20 rows

Black 24 122811-24 May 11,1088 Ocl 14, 1989
Cyan 2 1810792 Ocl M, 1988  Mov1, 1989
Gyan 5 1912205 Nov M. 1988  Nov1, 1989
Cyan 9 1024359 M8 1989  Nov1, 1989
Cyan1d  120798-W May 10,1088 Ol 14 1589
Cyan15  182810-15 May $1.1988 Ocl 14,1989
Mageats 10 182403-10 Mar 27,1989  Nov1,1989
Magents 11 182437-11 Ma 29,1989  Nov1, 1589
Mapesta 15 122786-15 May 10, 1088 Ocl 4, 1580
Magentt 16 182797-96 May 10,1969  Ocl 14, 1989
PMEYell 5 1812246 Nov 14,1988  Ocl 14, 1989
PMSYel. 7 1524087 Mav27.1989  HMov 1, 1966
PMEYell B 1824118 Mar27, 1389  Nov1, 1989
PMSYell 08 122439-9 Mar28.1980  Nov), 1569
PMS Yell. 11 182677-11 Apr27, 1688 Gl 141969
PMS Yell 14 182781-14 May 9, 1989 Ocl 19, 1989
PMS Yell 15 162795-15 May 10,1989 Oci 14, 1989
PMS Yell 17 182600-17 May 11,1989  Oci 14, 1989
PMS Yoll 18 1B2812-18 May 11,1980  Oct 14, 1989
Pro.Yell 4 1614394 DOcl26, 1968 Oct14, 1989
Pro.Yell. 7 1824057 Mar27,1989  Nov?, 1089
Pro.Ydl. 8 1624108 Mar27,1989 Nov1, 1989
Pro.fell 11 162676~11 Apr27.1989  Oct14, 1380
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Indispensable?

By Dr. Robert Rabinowitz

Steve Esrati wrote a long review of
Linn's Plate Number Coil Handbook by
Ken Lawrence in the July TPN. The head-
line called the book “indispensable,” and
proncunced it “our hobby’s encyclope-
diz.” Esrati went on in the first paragraph
to state that the handbook is “absolutely
indispensable to every PNC collector.” Es-
rati then went on to prove that this state-
ment is ontrue.

Thus, Esrati faults some of the illustra-
tions and suggests that they should have
been larger. He pointed out that the col-
lecting of coil labels, which has been get-
ting more and more devotees, is essential-
ly ignored in the handbook. Paper types,
including the dry gum varieties of the 18¢
Washington Monument (Scott 2149a), are
“unmentioned entirely.”

[Editor’s note: This was untrue, as a let-
ter to the editor from Lawrence in this is-
sue demonstirates. ]

The visibility given o some of the va-
rieties, such as the 4.9¢ Buckboard *'Bug-
gy Whip” and the 5.2¢ “Sleigh Whip,”
could lead the casnal collector/reader to
believe that many other known varieties
do not exist. Thus, what if a collector un-
covers a 20¢ Fire Pumper “Wounded P"?
Does he have a major rarity or one of the
most common plate varieties known? [
haven't found the answer yet in Law-
rence’s “handbook."

If a collector could obtain a roll of
3,000 of the 12¢ Stanley Steamer precan-
cel from Plates 1 and 2 with the plate
numbers completely on the top, would
this be a wise purchase at a small premi-
um over face or are these widely
known?0n the other hand, if the toll of
3,000 were the B Press version, wouid
that make a difference in his decision? It
sure would since the Ccttrell version is
relatively common while the B Press type
is unknown. Wouldn't you expect a hand-
book to provide this type of guidarce to
collectors? In fact, the “handbook” has
basically ignored the widely collecied
area of numbers on top as weil as split-
number collecting that was pioneered by
Dr. Frank L. Shively, Jr., in a series of ar-
ticies in The United States Specialist sev-
eral years ago.

While the “handbock” acknowledges
that gap collecting exists and that this
phase of PNC philately is growing, in part
because of the Lighthouse PNC album, no
indication of the relative value of the vari-
ous gaps is provided. Lawrence refers you
to the gap-scarcity table before breaking
up an old roll of precancels. The Plate
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Number Coil Catalog has such a table,
but I'm surprised that a *handbook”™
would omit something so useful in view
of the fact that an almost complete gap
checklist was provided on Pages 332-33.
It would have been extremely simple to
employ a letter or number valuation with
an explanation of what the codes meant in
the empty space on Page 333. [ also find
no compilation of the gaps of the B Press
issues despite the fact that several dealers
make & market in them and there is more
than trivial collector interest. Finally,
while experienced collectors understand
the relationship of the position of the
plate number and the gaps in Cottrell and.
B Press issues, one might have expected a
“handbook” to have explained this clear-
ly. I haven't found it yet. Yes, Lawrence
does send readers to the catalog for B
Press gaps. But is that what one expects
from a handbook/encyclopedia? What if
you looked up something in the Encycio-

The major eriticism
of the “handbook’ is a lack

of balanuce.

pedia Brittanica and it referred you 1o the
World Book?

Esrai suggested that Lawrence’s “hand-
book™ was a bit “stale” in terms of having
up-lo-the-minute information. [ found
some giaring exarmples. Thus, on Page 53,
Lawrence states that Type A precancels
on Plate 7 of the 17¢ Electric Auto “is a
bit scarcer and more expensive than the
others.” In fact, the toughest number with
Type A is Plate 6; ask any dealer. My
price lists from at least mid-1989 have
priced Plates 5 and 7 identically even
though I'd take 6s in rade for 7s.

Lawrence also states on the same page
that Type C precancels on Plates 1 and 2
are less common than Type C on Plates 3
and 4. That's also wrong. The comments
on these matters were correct 15 o 36
months ago, but certainly by mid-1989,
things had changed.

On Page 100, Lawrence illustrated a
nembered strip of nine of the 10.9¢ Han-
som Cab from Plate 4 with the precancel
gap at 4R. He described it as “one of the
scarcer positions of this issue.” Again, in
early 1987 this might have been true. But
since then, enough have been found in re-
lation to other 10.9¢ gap strips that, aside

Lawrence’s ‘handbook’ on PNCs
misses as our hobby’s encyclopedia

from the Line gap, 4R is now the most
commeon and dealer price lists reflect this.
Frankly, I'm not sure that this is an ex-
ample of stale information or just a lack
of closeness to the PNC marketplace. Law-
rence “explained” other omissions in the
“handbook” by claiming that Lira’s had
closed the galleys on some of his materi-
al, presumably long before the publica-
tion date. However, if you go through the
“handbook” carefully, you’ll see numer-
ous references 1o 1989 and even some to
1990. Thus look at Page 105, the 1983
chaptez. It contains a 1989 reference. And
look at Page 150, the 1985 chapter; the
galleys were opened to provide a “just be-
fore press time" reference to the FDC-
related Wayne Anmuth story. As a matter
of fact, [ can’t determine when the “gal-
leys weze closed.” ['ll leave it to you. But
take into account that Lawrence states on
Page 195 that the 1986 chapter was first
being written in 1989. One wonders when
1985 and 1987-89 were written and
which galleys were indeed closed when?
The “handbook” is extremely sparse on
varieties in general and effectively ig-
nores mat varieties, including the rather
popular 4.9¢ Buckboard double gaps and
some of the 3.4¢ School Bus and 8.3¢
Ambulance “Missing Period” varieties.
And what abont the untagged emors on
some of the PNCs as well as the tagging
varieties known on the 18¢ Washington
Monument 333337
What if a widow or a friend of the fami-
ly had 0 valuate the holdings of a PNC
collector who has passed away? For argu-
ment’s sake, let's say they found a copy
of Lawrence’s “handbook™ in the library.
Would they be able to distinguish be-
tween & 20¢ Fire Pumper from Plates 9 or
10, now considered almost fit for discount
postage, against the $100 each for Plates
7 and 87 How easy would it be for them
to find out that Plate 4 of the 20¢ Flag is
worth almost $1,000 while Plate 5 is stil
available at some post offices? A table of
valuations, dated as it would be, would
certainly seem to be & key item in a publi-
cation thal refers Lo itself as a handbook.
If Lawrence had included all of the
items [ have pointed out in this article,
many more pages of text would have been
needed. Yes? No. Actually, as Esrad
pointed out in his review in July, “Law-
Tence is more interested in postal history,
usage, and FDCs than [ am.” That’s an un-
derstatement. The major criticism of the
“handbook™ is a lack of balance. Law-

Please turn to Page 91
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Howard Moser’s discovery
of a suip of Honeybees in
which the Pantone yellow ap-
peared to be completely miss-
ing prompted Jerry Clark, the
PNC Study Group's specialist
on color varieties, to inquire
at BEP.

Clark wrote:

| herewith submil two sirtps of
recent coil Issues produced by tha

BEP for your examination and

oplnion.

The first b5 a sirip of 1hreg post-
ally used 25¢ Honeybee stamps

Indispensable?

Contirued from Page 90

rence’s love affair with covers and FDCs
cannot be avoided as you go throogh this
“handbook.” Read Chapter 14, “The Coil
Stamps of 1986,” as an example. There
are seven illustrations of covers, but there
is no adequate explanaton of precancel
gaps. Lawrence could have balanced the
“handbook™ much better but chose 10 fo-
cus on his personal interests. The distor-
ton is even grealer when one considers
what collectors really collect. Make no
mistake about it: Philately is business. Ii*s
business to USPS, it's business to dealers,
and it's business to the philatelic press
that is so vital for “spreading the word.”
Read the PNC ads anywhere you choose.
The business is largely what dealers ad-
vertise to buy and sell. Lawrence’s focns
was elsewhere.

I've continuously referred to Law-
rence’s book bit its title, a “handbook.”
But it’s not a handbook at all. And it's not
an encyclopedia. If you want a handbook,
buy and use the PNC catalog. It contains
almost everything that Lawrence omitted
or gave much oo little attention 0. And it
contains almost everything else,

So what’s the verdict on the Lawrence
book (not “handbook™)? It's a rather
warthwhile addition to one’s PNC library.
The background stories are very interest-
ing and anyone wanting o leamn a great
deal about PNC collecting should certainly
own one since Lawrence has compiled in
one place a great deal of interesting infor-
mation. But indispensable it's not. My
PNC handbook and encyclopedia will con-
tinue to be the Plate Number Coil Cata-
log. G

stilf on piece. Al first glance, il
would appear thal the Panlone Yeliow oack-
ground has been iotalty omitted. There Is, haw-
ever, a2 grayish-yellow cast lo the background
which could either be laggant or an exiremely
ilghl inking.

Anolher possiblllty would be sun bleaching or
color fading.

' Study Group asks
' for explanations

Question 1: Was the Pantone Yellow back-
ground compietely amilted from these stamps?
Clark also submitted a strip from Plate 4

of the 22¢ Flag in which the black printed
as blue, but not iike an “Erie blue.”

Tha secand strip Is a mint skrip of live ol the
22¢ Flag over Capilol stamp printed from Plate
4. Much has been wriltan In the philatelic press
about the “Erle blue® varlety of this issue, in
which the blue and biack Inks were inadvertenily
mixed In the black inkwell, The resuil of this
mixture was a definile “slale blua® color on the
Capilot.

Having examined many of 1hess stamps, | have
noliced Ihat the black color dominated ihe hive
in all exampies. This strip, howaver, is subslan-
lially more blue to the naked eye and |} can see
no iracz of black ta the Capitol portica of the
slamp,

Quesiion 2: Was this strip printed entirely of
blue ink where tha black should bs or is Ihere,
indeed, a mixing of Iha inks?

BEP-USPS pact limits coil output

The recent “treaty” between two gov-
emment agencies, the Postal Service and
the Bureas of Engraving and Printing,
limits BEP to the printing of stamps with
gum {(“water-activated adhesives”). The
pact, which goes into effect for Fiscal
1991 (starting next month) makes coils
55% of the 40 billion stamps 10 be print-
ed. The breakdown will be: 100s, 66% or
26.8 billion; 500s, 14% or 5.6 billion, and
3,000s, 20% or 8 billion. Larger coils are
not mentioned.

BEP will provide select stock only in the
first of the pact’s five years. Such stamps
are defined as having an extra inspection,
and “does not guarantee that every stammp
selected will be prefect.” (In the past,
coils have rarely been from select stock.)

Among the weird and wonderful fes-
tures of the pact is BEP's search for a new
one-floor plant in which to print stamps if
someone will donate land and a building.
The pact cites a similar approach for the
new money-printing plant in Texas, but it
would seem the pact forgeis that the tax-
payers own hundreds of billion-dollars’
worth of useless real estate acquired
through s&L failures. It would seem logi-
¢al 1o transfer land and building from the
Resolution Trust Corp. for such a plant.

BEP carefully spelled out that it wants no
more of the bright ideas behind the Hon-
eybee fiasco, It insists on the following
lead times (the time between the day
when USPS supplies artwork and type spe-

cifications and the first day of sale, or

FDS):
Sirgie-color intaglio T days (o FDS
Multicolor Intaglio 120 days 1o FOS
OfiselAntaglio (singla Image) 120 days 10 FOS
OffsetAntagiio (alliple images) 180 days lo printing
Offse! or geavure (up lo 5 subjects) 120 days 1o printing
Oftset or gravure (mors than $) 270 days to printing
Gravure/inlagiio Case-by-case basis
but na stamp will be
accepled  that re-
quires light registra-
tion

The last clanse is intended to avert an-
other Smokey the Bear disaster, which
caused huge spoilage. The Honeybee
wonld now take four months since it had
only one image.

Long lead times are intended to discou-
rage USPS from unorthiodox printing. So,
oo, are provisions on adding or deleting
stamps from the program. [J

Book-collectors’ edition
Transportation Coil Issues
by Joseph Agris, M.D.

Only 60 of 300 remain
$27 postpaid

G2 -1

Cand # Expires,
Nams:
Addraes
Ciy Stam___
Telaphonz( ___)
Texas res)cercs pmase aid 74% sz i
P.0. Box 20373
Houston, Texas 77225-0373

P




92

The Plate Number, September 1990

Immense tagging gap found

GAP STRIP—The tagging gap at 2L
near the numbered stamp of Clark's Plate
2 covers the bottom thirg of the 3L stamp
and runs up into the 4L stamp. The dotied
area shows normal greenish tagging.
While areas hava Dlue tagging in short-
wave UV and. lettering appears doubled.

Jerry Clark of the PNC Study Group
found a roll of 17¢ Electric Auto from
Plates 1 and 2 in which the tagging gaps
were immense.

He submitted a strip of some 50 stamps
that includes both plate numbers. Reading
from the left of this long strip, the gap
strip to the left of the numbered strip on
Plate 2 is the first tagging gap encoun-
tered. It is at 2L, a position previously
imown and listed in the 1990 PNC Cata-
logue.

Twelve stamps to the right is the off-
gap tagging gap, the one that is found
halfway between the strips that show
plate numbers. This marks the sirip as
coming from the small tagging mats nsed
in 1984 and 1985. (At other tmes, tag-
ging mats for the Cottrell presses were 24
stamps wide.)

Boih tagging gaps are repeated in the
strips to the right, one at 2L of the num-
bered stamp for Plate 1, and then again 12
stamps to its right.

The tagged areas on these stamps is in-
dicated by unshaded white.

However, there is a second phenomenon
in these stamps. Most of the tagged
stamps have a blue color in short-wave
UV. The design and the lettering of these
stamps have the appearance of a sort of
doubling. But not all! In the gap sirip, the
area enclosed by the tapging shows up
with the normal greenish lagging and the
lettering appears normal (dotted area in il-
lustrations).

A similar area is found at the off-gap
strip just to the left of the totally untagged
portion. It, wo, is illustrated by dotted
shading.

The doubled image of the tagged area
had been previously observed on the 5¢
Motorcycle and 2¢ Locomotive.

TPN sent a printout of this story to H.
Harry (Tag Shift Harry) Mueggenburg, a
dealer who specializes in tagging phe-
nomena.

Mueggenburg promptly added to the
mystery of the huge tagging gaps by sub-

assnnrenes

OFF-GAP STRIP—The ta%gmg gap 12
stamps to the right or left of Clark's gap
strip covers aimast the entire stamp, ex-
cept tor a small triangle at the lower left.
Untagged area continues to the right
across the tops of three stamps. Dotted
area has normal greenish tagging.

mitting two numbered strips from Plate 3
and 4 (on Type II paper) which may illus-
trate a continuation of the agging pecu-
Liarities observed on Clark's strips.

On Mueggenburg’s strips, the tagging
gap continues horizontally along the top
of the strip. Because they were only strips

ITTTTNYITNNY |

AND NOW PLATE 3—H. Harry Mueg-
genbur%found strips from Plates 3 and 4
where the vertical tagging gap extends to
the right, in a fasmon similar 1o that
found on the off-gap strip found by Clark.

of five, it is not known how far this hori-
zontal untagged area extends. It is equal
on strips from both plate numbers.

There is another difference between
Clark’s strips and Mueggenburg's.

While most of Clark’s strips showed up
as bluish in UV, the tagged areas in Mueg-
genburg’s strips show up as the intense
lime green normally seen. But on Mueg-
genburg's strips all the printing again has
the doubled effect.

It is pure conjectre at this point, but it
may be that the same tagging mats were
used on all four plates that show these
tagging gaps, that they were damaged in
some way, and that the damage grew as
the mats were used.

We do know that printing of these four
plates was not chronological. The tble
shows the chronology. The 1984-5 runs
are bold-faced, £]

PRINTING OF 5¢ MOTORCYCLE

/83 Plates 1, 2
08/29/83 Plates 1, 2
09/07/83 Plates 3, 4
0816/84 Plates 1,2
10/01/84 Plates 3, 4
1211/34 Plates 3, 4
0607735 Plltu1 2

Al .
Catalog corrections

Editor' s note: Although every care is
taken to make the camlog as free of er-
tor as possible, including twa proof
readings by different members of the
study group, errors still get into print.
Page vi—In the caption for the

styles, “Style 16” should say “Style 21.”
(Thomson

)

Page ix——1In the “Tagging™ section, the
reference to Appendix C should refer to
Appendix D. (Thomson)

Page 7—Add B Press (18 strips of 52) to
heading for phosphored 25¢ Yosemite.
{Lenz)

Page 23--7.6TIP impressions should
read 214,850, (Thomson)

Page 25— 8.3T1PR impressions should
read 559,201, (Thomson)

Page 25—Add Scott 2129a to heading of
8.5¢ Tow Truck. (Lenz)

Page 33—14T3 and 14T4 are listed as
existing as untagged errors. They are not
known untagged. Plates 1 and 2 should be
listed a5 untagged errors. (Chevery)

Page 35 —FKUs for 17T3Pba and
17T3Pb are transposed. (Washbum)

Page 39—Cancelation date for 18T4
should be 05/19/81. (Godin)

Page 39—Change camlog number of
“Antenna" plate crack to 18T5V1. (Lenz)

Page 43—Add catalog numbers
20T15V2 for chill-roller doubling of
20T15, and 20T16V1 for 20T15. (Lenz)

Page 47—18M3P with shiny gum exisws
with light tagging. {Sclig)

Page 49—Under 21MIP, the last sen-
tence of the FDC note should read: “...by
using 21.1M1,” not 21.1T1. (Thomson)

Page 49%-21.1M11111P should be
2LIMII11111P; 21.1M11121 should be
21.1IM111121; and 21.1IM11121P should
be 21.1M111121P. (Wurzbach, Lenz).

Page 57—In the note al the bottom of the
page, the first sentence should refer to Ap-
pendix C, not Appendix B. (Thomson)

Pages 58, 59—"How 1o use these check-
lists” should refer to Appendices D and E,
not C and D. (Thomson})

Page 62—1In the imperforate checklist,
Plate 8 of the phosphored Yosemile is List-
ed twice. It should oniy be listed as a B
scarcity. The D scarcity is incorrect. (Dr.
Greenwood)

Catalog updates

Page 2-—New EKU for 20F6 is 8/2/32.
(Washbum)

Page 3—New EKU for 20F10 is 2/7/84.
(Washburn)

Page 3—New EKU for 20F11 is 3/20/34.
{(Washburn)

Page 4—New EKU for 22F4 is 7/27/85.
(Washburn)

Page 7—25F3 exists imperforate. (Dr.
Greenwood)

Page 7—New EKU for 25F8 is 3/7/39.
(Washburn)



... and npdates

Page 7T—New EKU for 25Fli is 5/17090.
(Washbum)

Page 8 New EKU for 25F6i is 3/7/89.
(Washburn)

Page B—25F13i exists imperforate. (Dr.
Greenwood

)

Page 8—25F14i exists imperforste. (Dr.
Greenwood)

Page 12—New EKU for 1T2R is 6/10/88.
(Washbum)

Page 18—5T1 and 5T2 also have tagging
gaps at SR and GR/L (Paper I). (Thomson,
Eastman)

Page 19—5T3 and 5T4 also have 1agging
gapt at 1L (Paper ). (Thomson, Emat)

Page 19—5.2TIP ecxists with a hash mark
at the joint line on strips with the gap at SR/L.
(Hoppis)

Page 20—5.2T2P exists with a hash mark
at the joint line on strips with the gap at 6GR/L.
(Hoppis)

Page 25—New EKU for 8.4T3P is 3/29/90.
(Washburn)

Page 26—New EKU for 9.3T1 is 1983,
(Washbum)

Page 27—10T1 exists as an untagged error.
(Chevery)

Page 34—New EKU for 16.7T2P is 430/
90. (Washbum)

Page 35—17T1 and 17T2 exis1 with a tag-
ging gap at 3L. (Emst)

Page 35—New EKU for L7T3 is 10/28/32.
(Waghbum)

Page 36—New EKU for 17T5 is 11/14/84.
(Washbum)

Page 40—New EKU for 18TY is 7/24/81.
{Washbum)

Page 41—Chill-roller doubling exists in
Plate 5 roll paired with Plate 13. (Liu)

Page 42—Chill-roller doubling exitis in
Plate 13 roll paired with Plate 5. (Liu)

Page 43—New EKU for 20T16 is 6/23/82.
{Washburn)

Page 46—New EKU for SITI1 is 4/23/90.
(Washbum)

Page 58—5T'1 and 5T2 exist in rolly of 500
with a screwhead tagging at SR on Paper I
(Thomson)

Page 58—5T1 and 5T2 exist in rolls of 500
with a screwhead tagging at 6R/6L on Paper
L (Eastman)

Page 58—5T3 and 5T4 exist in rolls of
3,000 with a clip tagging gap at 1L on Paper
L (Emat).

New Sta.mgo
ST?Y—5¢ Circus Wagon, Aug. 31, Syn-
cuse, NY. Plate number not yet known.
IST2—Plate 2, 15¢ Tugboat exists with
overall tagging, gap at 11L and 15R, in rolls
of 500. Previcusly block-tagged. July 4, Pho-
nix, Ariz. (Hoppit)

TPN corrections

Page 74—The report that intagiio-missing
Honeybees are common, which was aurbuted
10 Dr. John Greenwood, should have been at-
tributed to Gerald H. Clasdc.

Page 75—"1 was credited for donations to
the Plymouth meeting [of PNC3]. Others who
also contributed were Conrad Keydel, Gene
Trinks, and dealer Jim Adams."” Joann Lenz.
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WHATS NELTY

By Scott F, Smith

It is a slow period, with few new nom-
bers. You've caught up on every issue ex-
cept the Dirty Dozen. The thonght of
spendding hundreds of dollars for just one
strip is almost as hard to swallow as hav-
ing to buy a roli of 10,000.

Your dilemma is how w0 spend your
money on your PNC coilection. What to
do? Yon want to increase the size of your
collection ten-fold, but you want lo pay
less than you would for the Dirty Doz~
en. How do you do it? What else is there
to collect?

Well, there are:

+ Paper types

+ B Press gaps

» Gaps in service inscriptions

* The well-known Cotell precancel
gaps

+ Honeybee seam lines

» Double-bar breaks on the 4.9¢ Buck-
board

» Coil labels

+And thousands of conslant varieties,
errors, freaks, and oddities

Paper types, which seem to remain con-
troversial, have more than 50 different
collectable strips with three or more ways
of telling minl stamps apart from each
other. Some Transportation issues exist
on three types of paper, while most others
are on only two types. All but a few of
these strips are relatively inexpensive and
finding thern is easy. Paper types already
are in your collection, perhaps even some
of the hard-to-find cnes, One never knows
until one checks to see.

The B Press gaps, one of my favoriles,
Tepresent more than 65 different possibili-
ties when collected in the realm between
13 Left and 13 Right as well as by paper
type. If paper types are left out, this de-
creases the total only slightly.

If one feels that B Press gaps should be
collected in the same fashion as the Cot-
trells, from 6 Left to 6 Right, there are
still almost 20 collectable strips. Safe al-
bum pages will allow you to collect up to
15 or 16 left or right to show both the
plate number and the gap.

Gaps in service-inscribed overprints,
found on the 8.5¢ Tow Truck ard the red
overprint on the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon, show
their gaps by the vertical and horizonial
misalignment of the red overprint. With
20 different gaps so far and more being
found every now and then, this promises
o be a very collectable field in PNCs.

Cotirell gaps really don't have 10 be
mentioned. They are the most avidly col-
lected among all the gaps sought today.
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After you have all except
THE DIRTY DOZEN

There are more than 240 collectable
strips, ranging in price from very low to
very high. Some are very scarce with
none now available on the market. The
possibility of finding a yet-unknown posi-
tion is still quite likely.

Honeybee seam lines, the newest addi-
tion 1o PNC coliecting, are still young,
with all known positions readily availa-
ble. At the moment there are 32 different
positions, or 50 if they are collected by
the two types of tagging on Plate 2 and
the position of the full-serif truncated *“1.”

Double-bar breaks were first listed in
this year's PNC Catalog and exist on
Plates L, 2, 5, and 6. They exist on the
first four rows of the printing plate; so for
each plate number there are four different
double-bar breaks. They may ziso be col-
lected by the precancel gap known for
each plate,

Coil wrapper labels are aftracting more
and more inlerest and a specialized smdy
group has been formed W study them.
They may often be obtained free just by
asking clerks ar philatelic boutiques, but
because rolls of 10,000 may not be
opened in the post office, that size label is
more difficult to find.

Varieties, varieties| There are so many,
ranging from the very obvicus to the very
obscure. They inciude: imperforates, mis-
pefs, numbers on top, no numbers, mis-
cuts, plate cracks, inking flaws, missing
periods or missing words, just to name a
few. Beside many dealers’ lists for these,

- there is also Rob Washburn’s good bock-

let on the subject.

Now, if none of this suits your fancy,
you can always collect used PNCs. Used
singles and strips are a growth field as
more people look to spend their money in
different ways. So is the collection of us-
ages on cover.

For those really seeking a challenge, try
collecting all of the above used or just
collecting all areas. For those who don’t
like any of these ideas, you'll just have 1o
wait for the next rale hike for some ex-
citement.

For the benefit of newcomers, here are
the Dirty Dozea (which are now more
than 12):

Flags: 18F1, 18F3, 18F6, 2613,

Transportations: 52F3; 5273, =3T3,
9316, LATEP, H6-0F3R 16:9T4P, 2072,

Others: 20M 1. 2602,

Need more informaton or dealer's
names? Write me at P.O. Box 6757, Colo-
rado Springs, CO 80934-6757.0
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F VFXF XF/S
S0 75 150
50 B 1%
6 80 150
s 75 125
100 1% 15
10 125 15
125 150 200
150 175 300

18987 4: Coach’ 1 2. 3. 4
56.. 175 200 400
189BAD 4¢ PG 2 4. 175 200 400
PCS,6.., 185 200 400
2B BPrEss | . 100 150 200
Z12449¢ Buckboad 3, 4.... 100 130 200
21248 PC1,2,3,4,5,6.... 150 200 300
1899 5¢ M’crt:lﬂ. 234... 90 150 200
22535¢ Mitk Wagon 1........ 85 150 200
19005.2¢ Steigh 1, 2.. . 1300 1500 20.00
K IR . 12000 15000 175.00
. 11000 14000 165.00
.. 1000 1200 14.00
. 1200 1400 1600
110 150 200
110 150 200
. 225 300 4m
L1500 2000 2M
. 1500 17.00 2000
6000 70.00 100.00
15¢ 200 300
200 225 300
500 600 400
200 250 300
200 250 300
200 250 300
1200 1400 1600
a0 400 .00
22557 [ Carreta1 2 3. 250 300 400
2128 8.3¢ Ambutance 1, 2 175 200 250
21283 &3¢PC1 PR . 150 200 3.00
PC 3,4 . 35 400 500
2231 Amb. B Press 1, 2.... 220 350 450
2256 Wheelchalr 1, 2, 3.... 250 350 400
250 300 400
250 300 400
1400 1600 2000
3200 4000 4500
S 25000 20000 375.00
190803 PCY, 2 . 1800 1700 2000
PC 3, 4.... . 2000 2500 30.00
PC 56. . 400 500 700
PC3... . 12000 140.00 160.00
2257 10¢ Canat Boat 1 . 200 250 400
2130 10.1¢ Oil Wagon 1. 25 300 380
2130 10.1¢ PC 1, 2... 306 400 480
213010.1¢ Red PC 2,3 .. 300 400 450
1904 109¢ Hansom Can 1,2, 3600 4600  45.00
1504a 10.9¢ PC 1, 2.... 2500 2900 3500
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$1.00 Seaplane
PS5 Available
for $5.00 with a
$£50.00 Order

d priCes of any major dealer!

All Strips of 5 (P8/5) E VEISF
19042 PC 3, ..o

150511¢ Caboose 1.
1905 114 PC 1 ...
2131 114 Sz 1, 2,
2132124 Sheamer 1, 2...
232 12¢PC1.2..
BPBsSPCY ...,
213312.5¢ Pushcar 1...
21331256 PG, 2.....
225813¢ Parod Wagon 1 ..........
225913.2¢ Coal Car1, 2.
2134 14¢ iceboat 1,23, 4

e C3 4.
Type CS, 7......
2135 17¢ Dogsiea

1907 18¢ Surrey 1 .
2 5sa ﬂo
347

TERMS: For PSIa doducl 10%. Paymaent with order. Prices subject to change without hotice.

TRANSPORTATION COILS

All Strigs ot § (P3/5) XF/S
1907 Sumey 11,12 . seeasese 11.00 12.00 15.00
13,141 16. 17,18 ..... 600 700 800
1891 18¢ Fhﬂ _— 400,00 500.00 600.00
2. " 338, 45.00
3. .
4. wee B
5. .1
6
2148 -1 : 1
Z145A " : 1
PG1 . 500 600 800
1908 .. 13000 160.00 19500
2. ... 900.001,075.001,275.00
14 .. 500 600 800
59, . 300 400 500
7.8... . 9500 12000 14000
B, .. 100 1500 2500
11 .. 6000 60.00 10000
60.00 19000 200.00
3000 14000 16000
. 7000 8000 100.00
. 1200 1300 1500
. 725 BS0 975
. —  WANT WANT
.00 %00 10500
. 65 775 a7
2000 2400 .00
2200 2600 .00
. 3000 4000 5000
. 350 400 450
. 35 400 450
. 35 400 450
2150 21.1¢ 11 . 400 500 600
N e 300 650 650
2150 21. 1&PCT11111...... 400 S00 600
PC1I1I21... w800 §50 630
ZNnsza Flaul T 14, 1350 1600 1900
. J— . 4000 5000 6000
611,13, 17, 0. oo 800 1000 1200
2,4,58,10,12, 15,16,

18,19, 1,2 T1... 400 500 600
122 "D Exple,2..... 600 700 1000
013922¢ "D Offiial 1 _... 6000 7000 9000
26626 1¢Tandem1......... 400 475 500

25¢ Bread Wagon
150 400 550
400 450 600
700 5800 11000
. 500 500 700
. 1600 1200 1500
450 550 700
€00 70C 1000
2600 2800 3000
350 400 450
550 65 735
2. 400 500 550
2458 $1 Seapiane ..............  8.00 1100 1200

U.S. postage taken in trade at 100%. List ol average strips available, DISCOUNT: Deduct 5%
on araara over $50. 10% on orders over $150. On orders over $500, take oft 20%.

STAMPS ‘N’ STUFF

2700 University, Suite 204,
W. Des Molnes, IA 50265

Jerry & Barb Koepp
™ (515) 224-1737

Phone Orders Call TOLL FREE:

T 1-800-999-5964
LOWEST PRICES AVAILABLE

B

i




All the PNC news

that fits we print

The end of the Transportation Se-
ries may come in 1992, according to
Postmaster General Anthony M.
Frank.

Speaking to Mark A. Kellner, Wash-
ington correspondent of Stamp Coliec-
tor, Frank said he would like to phase
out the popular series in 1992, The first
stamp in the set was issued in 1981.

Frank said he wanted to supplant the
Transportation Series with a new
definitive series featuring musicians, but
he did not specifically mention coil
stamps. The current sheet-stamp
definitive series is the Great American
Series, which has been arourd since
1985.

Meanwhile, the 5¢ Circus Wagon (o
be catalogued as 3T1Y), which was
postponed to allow issuance of the 51
Seaplane, has been rescheduled. For de-
tails, see Data Bank in this issue.

Is this the end of PNCs?
Knowing that some new coil stamps

will be printed by private contractors,
TPN wondered whether such new coils

wouid have plate numbers.

Obviously, no one in the Postal Ser-
vice would be able to say anything on
the record. Bui one USPS source was able
10 reassure PNC collectors by peeking,

For the next rate change, USPs planned
two undenominated stemps: one would
pay the new firstclass postage; the other
would make up the difference between
25 cents and the new rate.

These “makeup” coils were printed pri-
vately and are now in existence. Qur
source looked a1 a coil and said: T think
you would be safe in assuming that they
will have plate numbers.”

Asked what it looked like, he said:
*Now you’re pushing me too hard. That
far I'm not willing to go.”

Sometimes 2+2=3,

First we read that Dr. John Green-
wood had noticed that almost all dealers

at a stamp show had stocks of intagtio-
missing Honeyhees.

That was in error, The observation had
come from Jerry Clark, who found
few dealers who had Honeybees in
which an offset color was missing.
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Transportation Series may be gone
in 1992, postmaster general says

Then we read in Linn's that printer’s
waste of the Honeybee had been found
in full rolls with the iniaglio missing.
This waste was not only imperforate, but
was also uncut, allowing the making of
Honeybee blocks of four or more.

It seemed to stand to reason that some
of this imperf waste had somehow been
made to look perfed and was what was
being peddled across the United States.

Reason was wrong.

Wayne L. Youngblood, who has ex-
amined several intaglio-missing strips,
routinely examines submissions for tag-
ging. All the intaglio-missing stamps
were tagged, he said.

But the printer's waste had not been
tagged.

As we said, 2+2=3, or should that be
a?

And, by the way, the waste was appar-
ently never in the hands of collectors
md, so far, no blocks or vertical pairs
are known.

Yosemite imperfs

Dr. Greenwood notes that the only
plates of the Yosemite that have not
been found imperf are the two versions
of Plate 1 and the block-tagged Plate 8.
That means there is a total of 17 imper-
forates. That ties for the record for the
PNC with the most imperf plate num-
bers., The record had been heid by the
22¢ Flag, Dr. Greenwood said.

How many PNC collectors?

The 1988 reader survey by Lina's
found that 32.6% of readers said they
collect PNCs. That survey randomly sam-
pled 498 paid subscribers with 83.3% re-
tuming the questionnaire. The results for
PNC collecting had a margin of error of
14.5%.

The 1988 survey also showed that
349% of readers regularly read Ken
Lawrence’s PNC colurmn.

Both percentages grew slightly in the
1990 reader survey with 37.2% saying
they collect PNCs and 36.0% reading
Lawrence.

The 1990 margin of error was +4.3%,
however, which means that the resuits
are aimost identical.

The statistical importance of the infor-
mation is that by repeating the amazing-
ly high results for PNC interest apparent-
ly confirms the the conclusion that about
a third of Lina's 76,000 readers are in-
terested in PNCs. That means about
25,000 readers may be PNC colleciors.

Even Lina’s did not trust those figures
when it ordered a first printing of only
4,000 copies of Ken Lawrence's book.
Linn’s usvally requires a press run of
5,000 or more for its publications.

In this instance, Linn's was wrong.
The book sold out, and a second printing
of 1,500 has been ordered.

Rabinowitz retires to PNCs

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, the dealer
and PNC journalist, ammounced in his
June 13 price list that he had taken early
retirement as a research director at
American Cyanamid to devote full time
to PNC philately.

Tagging on B Press

The mformation is coming together
slowly, but we are adding to our base of
knowledge.

Scott F. Smith has examined the
block-tagged S¢ Mllk Wagon in short-
wave UV and found a “tagging gap™ at
20L and 6R. These tagging gaps on the
B Press do not resemble those on the
Cottrell presses, where there was an ac-
tual untagged stripe down the stamp at
the gap. Instead, as on the 8.5¢ Tow
Truck and 10.1¢ Oil Wagon with red
precancel, these stamps show an upward
or downward shift in the tagging at the
gap. Now the question is whether any-
one has seen any other positions on the
Milk Wagon.

Smith also found a tagging gap at 11L
on Plate 2 of the 1¢ Omnibus from the B
Press and on Paper [II. Any other re-
pors?

Meanwhile, Smith has added Gap 12R
to the list of known precancel gaps of
10.1T2Pi (see table on Page 65, July
1990, TPN). Gap 12R is on Type III pa-
per.

For Plate 3, Smith adds Gap 1R (Type
). These precancel gaps are seen by
shifts in the red precancel. []



96

The Plate Number, September 1980

Yosemite FDCs range: Common to rare

Continued from Page 77

ter received an extension of the grace pe-
riod because of the big buildup of PNCs at
the end of 1988, as well as some other re-
portad factors, such as late printings of
cachets by AnCraft. Very few Yosemile
4s were made, and they, oo, now have a
value of $100—if you can find one.

Then, when it seemed that the story had
been told, USPS re-released the stamp on
phosphored paper on Feb. 14, 1989. The
© ceremony was again held at Yosemite, to-
tally snowed in this time. Only a few peo-
ple showed up.

The decision to treat the phosphored
stamp as a new item was a welcome de-
velopment in USPS policy, which had left
major redesigns, such as the 4¢ Stage-
coach from the B Press with no official
first day of issue (FDOI),

The new stamp available at the FDOI
turned out to be Plate 8. In the grace peri-
od, Plates 5, 6, and 7 also turned up.

As with the block-tagged version, most
FDCs ended up with the same number.
This time, Plate 8 was widespread.

Artmaster serviced its covers with
Plates 7 and 8 for its generai costomers,
and made up limited numbers of Plates 5
and 6 for sale at higher prices (because it
had t buy the strips wholesale instead of
getting thermn on post office rolls). Thas,
Plate 7 should be fairly common.

Coloranc serviced its own covers with
Plate 6, doing hundreds, meaning that &s
will be easily available, especially be-
cause Colorano, through buy-backs, can
often keep ilems in stock for a much long-
er period than other cachetmakers, It is
rare for a cachetmaker to have PNC FDCs
more than 90 days afier release.

That leaves phosphored Plate 5 as the
rare number among the FDCs that were
generally available from the second re-
lease. Essentially only Artmaster and a
few smaller cachetmakers, like 10
Springs, made any at ali; and no one
made many. Prices have risen on Plate 5
and it is now around the 350 mark.

To add w the complications, there were
prablems with phosphored paper supplies
and the press runs of Plates 5, 7, 8, and 9
were completed on block-tagged paper.
Inevitably, some collectors (including me,
I blush to say) could not distinguish the
papers and sent in the wrong stamps for
the FDOI cancel.

Some dealers were suggesting that a
block-tagged Plate 9 could be sent in with
no phosphored stamp on the cover for an
FDOI cancel. Indeed, I have seen one such

Plale Biock

number  izgged Phosphored
1 Yes No
2 Yas No
3 Ya3 No
4 Yas No
5 No Yes
6 No Yes
7 No Yes
8 No Yes
9 No Yas

Scarcity table for Yosemite FDCs

Available

o F00I Scarcity
Yes Common
No Common
No Scarca
No Rare

No Scarca
No Common
No Common
Yes Common
No Rara

cover with a beautiful, hand-painted ca-
chet. Unfortunately, I'm afraid such cov-
ers will be more or less worthless, since
the block-tagged stamp had been out for
months. They will be a curiosity, but lirtle
more, [ think.,

The same goes for combinations of
phosphored stamps with block-tagged
stamps of the same number. They, wo,
are curiosites, since the non-phosphored
stamp could have been any earlier U.S.
stamp.

FDCs bearing two different phosphored
numbers would be much more interesting.

The last chapter opened for me with a
phone call from a well-known collector
who informed me that he and a dealer had
made about 50 FDCs using the comrect
phosphored Plate 9 that had appeared in
the closing hours of the 60-day grace peri-
od. [ found at least 16 more, some with no
cachet.

Later, Wayne Youngblood reported in

Linn's that several cachetmakers ob-
tained an extension of the grace period
and service covers with Plate 9 well after
the original grace period had expired.
Then, hearing of abuses with “damaged”
covers that were replaced by USPS,
Youngblood submitied replacement cov-
ers bearing Plate 10 and they arrived back
at Lina's in perfect condition on Ang. 28,
1989, bearing Feb. 14 FDOI cancels. When
he reported this in Lianr's, USPS changed
the mules 10 require replacement covers to
bear stamps identical to those that had
been damaged.

Unofficials, which bear 2 genuine can-
cel of the day of issue are scarce. [ made
about 100. There may be no more than
200-all 1o0ld. The snow kept others away
on the real FDOL I

This article first appeared in The
Point, Denson’s house organ. It has
been updated by the writer and by
TPN.

Plate.  Key Plata
1 B.C 7
i B*, C" 7i
2 AB 8
A B*.C*. D 8i
3 ABC g
3 8*.C.D g
4 ABC 10i
5 A i
5i A 13
§ A 14i

25¢ Flag over Yosemite
Roll sizes (preliminary)

E

Key to roll size

Rolls of 100
Roils of 500
Rolls of
3,000

Rolis of
10,000
Phosphored
P on lakel
Unreparied

(v s R}

[
o
H
o oW

4 =

P -

This updated table compiles information from Alan Thomson, Scott F. Adams, Al Cibuls-
kas ang Gene Ernst, ang from Coif Line. All plates are now accounted for with at {east
ane roil size known, Thare is some doubt asgut one repori. Plate 4 has been reported as
coming in ralls of 100, even though it was printed in rolls that were 18 rows wide, an ai-
mos! surefira indication that il was printed for larger rolls,
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Dr. Robert Rabinowitz Net Price Sale #1

8.4¢ PC Line Gag
5.2¢ Mint 1,2

52¢ PC1, 2 No Gap
52¢ PC3, 5No Gep
52¢PC4 5 Gap2L

5e M3, 4

5.9¢ PC 3.4 No Gap

55¢PCS, 6 LinaGap

FERFFRETR PREFFPRE

4R
Ln

17¢.PC 34, 4A, SANG
17¢ PC BA No Gap
17¢ PC 7A No Gap
17¢PC5B,6ELlnGap £a
17¢PCEBA6BALn Ea
8¢ Surey 11, 12
18¢ Surrey 13, 14
184 Surray 15, 16
18¢ Swrey 17,18
18¢Flag 1
1B¢Flag 4
20¢ Flag 1
20¢Flag6
20¢Flag PC 14

FERE

Many other P310s in stock.

18" Press P55 Type il $4.00
7.4¢ PC #2 PSS Type lia 400
9.3¢ PC 2 PS6 Typa i 60.00
0.3¢ PC ¥4 PSE Type i 120.00
11¢ Caboosa Mint PSS Type il A00
NUMBERS 100% ON TOP SPECIAL SALE
The strips isted beiow ara all PS5 and ae part of My exten-
sive stock of NUMBERS-ON-TOP,
Reguiar Sale
Prica Price
4" Pross $1 $65.00 $32.50
5.9¢ PC #4 PS8 No Gap 80.00 55.00
12¢ PC 1, 2 Line Gap 25.00 10.00
17¢ Wint 1,2 20.00 850
17¢PC 58,68 Gap 1L .00 1350
17¢ PCIA 20,00 10.00
30 ditfarent numbers-on-iop
Alin PS5 700.00 49500
IAL SA VARI
Reguiar Sale
_ Phn  Price
4.9¢ PC Buggy Whip #4 Line Gap PS6 $2000 S1200
4.5¢ PC Buggy Rein #6 Noap PS5 5000  23.00
4.9¢ PC Bupgy Whip #4 Gap 2L PS5 5000 2300
4.0¢ PC Buggy Rein #6 LineGap P56 4500 2500
4.9¢ PC Crackd #5 Line Gap PS6 3500 1600
£.2¢ Skigh Whip #2 P56 10000 6000
§.2¢ Slaigh Whip #2 PS5 {# siightly cut) 6000 2500
£.2¢ PC #2 Flying Hyphen al 3R: Gap
is af SR, providing & PS12 9000 5500
$.2¢ PC 24, #6 Hash mark o 4R,
Gap 2, PS12 st 9500 6000

YARIETIES (continued)
Reaguiar
Price
8.3¢ low entry #1 PC, whole # at bottormn,

Gap \R PS8 30.00
9.3¢ #1 PC Wesping W, FS6 No Gap £0.00
9.3¢ #5, #6 haah mask 3R, Gap 3L,

P12 Sat 85,00
9.3¢ #3 PC Smoking G Line Gap PS6 70.00
9.3¢ #3 PC Crackad 3 Line Gep PS6 .00
9.3¢ Maiched set of above two PS5 150.00
100¢ PC 3,4 Line Gep PS5Spl# Set 40000
10.9¢ Mint #2 droppad iransler PS3 50.00
10.0¢ PC #2 drop transfer PSE No Gap 135,00
109¢ PC #2 drop transler PS10 GapdR  175.00
114 Bearcal PS8 Joint iine no number 75.00
12¢ PC joint kne, No #, P56, Line Gap 2.00
1B¢ Surrey #1 PS 5 Lightning Bolt Top 150.00

20¢ Pumper #2 PS2; Crack on # stamp from

above *¢” to mm middle of stamp 225.00
20¢ Purmper #15 Wounded P~ PS5 25.00
20¢ Flag PG 14, "0 on “20" as “Q" PSS 50.00
25¢ Breadwagon imperf PSE 82 XF-5 12500
25¢ Flag #9 P53, biock and phosphor on

same ArCralt FDC, about S0 exist 80.00
25¢ Flag §, B, 7, 8, D # singles phasphonad

on same AriCralt FOC, 9 axist 300.00

TERMS: Al prices net,

Sale
Erica
165.00
200

40,00
48.00
43.00
9,00
145.00
33.00
80,00
100.00
45.00
1200
105.00

125.00
1400
3500

185.00
30.00

145.00

CONDITION: All PNCs in al offered categories are F-VF. For

VF-XF +25%; for XF-S +50%.

PAYMENT by check, money order, Visa, or MasterCard.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, 37E Stamwick PL., Starmford CT 06905 = (203) 325-2312

3 - ® 1989 SUPPLEMENT 1 sF Hingeiess
¢ Lighthouse ™ :c:m0qs
availabla throughout the UL.S. as from Juna 1990
1989 Sl?mmon for Al Lighthouss N Pages Price
(B, G/D & Andreptti Press IRE'GI.ILA::“H':“PHEECANCELS) flemn o. ot
STRIPS (P5 3 or PS 5/PS 7) hingeless, with SF mounts N 53 PNC SF/1989 9 Uss 25.00

Note: No 1989 supplements issued this time for the ordinary and hingeiess MINT or USED SINGLES albums.

In view of ralatively few new igsues during 1989, plus the avaitability of quite a number of blank squares {with mou

turnished again next year. it is the interes! of both collectors and the publishers to get aiong with a sensible minimum of so-cal

pages”.

nts), supplements will only ba
lad replacament

Some time during July 1990, after the aforesaid supplements will have become availabla in North Amarica, the complete seta of album PAGES, 100,
will be up-dated to inciude the new pages and will thareafter be supplied as follows:

PNC Sats of Perlod No. of SF-H| Pages
Pages Reguiar Pages .md-

PNC STRIPS PS 3/PS 5/PS 7 (Regulars & Precancels)
Part 1: COTTRELL Press/Joint line/Reg. overall tagged 1981/B5 62 -_ -— | 53PNCH SFUS § 170.00
Part 2: Other pressea/No joint line/Reg. block tagged 1981/89 40 - == | S3IPNC/2SFUS S 111.00
PNC SINGLES (R & Pracancets]
Part |: COTTRELL Press/Joint lina/Reg. averali tagged 1981/B5 13 53CS51 Us § 20.00 53C8A4 SFUSS 39.00
Part Il : Cther presses/Na joint lina/Rag. block tagged 1981/88 14 53Cs uss 21,50 53CS8/M SFUSS§ 4200
PERFECT 2-post lurn-bar Binder with ,USA" on spine DR-53 US $ 53.00
EXCELLENT 13-ring Binder (without name of country on spine) DE-red US $ 54.00
SLIP CASE KA-red us § 24.00

It's a matter of personal preference whether te choose a PERFECT or an EXCELLENT binder. In view of the lengths of particutarly the PS 7 mounts,
tha editors fesi inclined to racommend the DE-red binder for items No. 53 PNG/1 8.2 SF since the pages are getting bant jass when being tumed over.

Pleage place your arder with your favorite dealer or alse contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS, ING., P. O. Box 705, Hackensack, NJ 07602-0705.

Canadian residents will request Canagdian-Collar-Prices from their Canadian deajer or contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS (CAN.) LTD.
New Adress: 255 Duke 5L, Monireal, Que. H3C 2M2, Canada.
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Constant plate

By A.S. Clbulskas

5.2¢ Sleigh
a. Plates 1 and 2, precanceled, Gap 6L/
R. Hash marks on joint line. (Hoppis)

10.1¢ OQil Wagon (10.1T3Pi)

Plate varieties:

a. Chill-roller doubling on Plate 3. Ob-
vious on 1R to 6R with SR being the most
prominent. The most obvious doubling is
in the “W™ of “Wagon,” where the left-to-
right downward slopes are doubled or
thickened. (Lin}

Mat varietles

a. Platz 3. Broken “C” in “Carrier.” Es-
sentiaily, all of the bottom left quadrant
of the"C" is missing. Constant at 20L.
(Davis)

b. Plate 3, Gap 1R. Red vertical line has
appearance of a seam line {as on the 25¢
Honeybee). The line extends for about
25-33% vertically at the perfs. Constant
at 27R. {Lipson)

20¢ Fire Pumper

a. Plates 5 and 13, chill-roller doubling
occurs at various, constant positions.
(Liu)

Stephen G. Esrati
P. 0. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, CH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Correction
Requested

IF 30X 15 CHECKED
YQUR SUBSCRIPTION
HAS EXPIRED
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and mat varieties—XXIX

b. Plate 1. Layout-mark {(LOM) line ex-
tending horizontally to the right from the
lower left comer to below the frant tire.

c. Plate 2. Identical to b.

d. Plate 6. LOM line horizontally across
the bottom of the entire stamp.

e. Plate 7. Possible plate crack extend-
ing up from the bottom edge of the stamp
o the rtight of the plate number.
Confirmation needed. (Se¢ illustration on
Page 79)

f. Plate 16. LOM dot over the first “P* of
“Pumper.”

&. Plate 16. LOM line starting at the low-
er left and extending to right to about the
center of the stamp. :

Note: Varieties b through g all reported
by R. Washburn.

Editor's note: Two illustrated anticles
by Al Cibulskas about LOMS appeared in
the July and August issues of Coil Line,
journal of PNC?.

25¢ Flag

a. Phospiored Plate 3. The plate nomber
and the bottom of the word *“Yosemite”
are completely uninked. First reported as
“numberless,” but the impression of the
plate number was found after careful ex-

e1914

b. Phosphored Plate 11. Plate dig or
gouge constant at 13L shows up as a

-~ gonge-like horizontal mark about 1.5mm

long centered below the “t” of “Yosemi-
te™ in the bottom margin. (Lawrence)

¢. Additional reports of the bottoms of
the piate numbers uninked on phosphored
Plates 10 and 14. (Washburn)

25¢ Honeybee

a. “D"-shaped plate number on Plate 1.
Black line exte; .uxg out from the top part
of the piate number to the right and curv-
ing downward 10 the base, resulting in the
appearance of a “D."” Confirmmation need-
ed. (Courter)

$1 Seaplane

a. Plate 1. Dot above and to the right of
the numeral 4™ in the date (illustrated
above}, Constant at 3L. (Cuniberti) O
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