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What PNCs will rate hike bring?

Bulk-rate issues
may get less use

In addition 1o the 29¢ undenominated
“F" stamp, we may expect the following
new coil stamps for first-class mail in
1991:

+ 29¢ Flag stamp (which will show Mt
Rustmere) to be released in April at M
Ruskmere, §.D., using a Keyswone, 5.D.
cancel.

A complete rate table
appears on Page 30

« 27¢ automation discount stamp for
bar-coded, unsorted leners. (A new
rate. Not effective until later this year.)

+ 23¢ second-ounce rale stamp.

» 19¢ post card rate stamp.

Service-inscribed stamnps for firsi-class
mail will be needed in the following de-
nominatons:

« 17¢ for sorted post cards (o replace
the 13¢ Patrol Wagon). The 17¢ Dog Sled
may add a service inscription. Otherwise,
that stamp would be obsolete because it
no longer meels any rate.

+27.6¢ for unsorted ZIP+«4 first-class
mail (to replace the 24.1¢ Tandem Bicy-
cle).

»24.8¢ for basic-sorted mail (o re-
place the 21¢ Railroad Mail Car).

» 24.2¢ for basic-sorted ZIP+4 (10 re-
place the 20.5¢ Fire Engine}.

+23.9¢ for bar-coded ZIP+4 mail soried
to three digits. (A new rate; old rale was

" uosssppergr g

for five-digit sort only.)

+ 23.3¢ for bar-coded Z1P+4 mail sorted
to five digits. (Replaces a 20¢ rate for
which there were no service-inscribed
stamps.)

= 23¢ for mail sorted 1o carrier route.
(Replaces a2 i9.5¢ rate for which there
were ne stamps.) Because this rate can be
used both for the second first-class ounce
and for this rate, the stamp might come
cut tagged and service inscribed.

-Service-inscribed stamps for users of
bulk mail are likely in rates of:

* 19.8¢ for basic-sorted third-class
letters, replacing 16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon,

(Yon may expect o see less use of
stamps intended for third-class, buik mail
than in the past because of discounts to
mailers who bring such mail to bulk-mail
centers instead of local post offices. Also,
the rate is only for “letters.” See “New
rates need calcuiators,” Page 31.)

Please turn to Page 30

‘F’ coils’ paper
is phosphored

The “F” coil stamp was printed on phos-
phored gravure paper resembling the one
used to print the 22¢ Flag Test stamp.

The tagging was brilliant under UV and
was lotally devoid of the flecking seen an
the phosphored 25¢ Flag aver Yosemite.

The “F” stamps were printed with two
sizes of plates, according o a USPS
spokesman, Coils of 100 were made using
18>24 and 20x24 plates; coils of 500 and
3,000 were printed solely with 1824
plates.

LP-698, 181, inches wide, and LP-703,
2015 inches wide, are the only phosphor-
ed gravure papers usable for those plate
sizes.

Meanwhile, the overall-tagged 4e¢
Steam Carriage was issued in Tucson,
Ariz., on Jan 25. It was printed on the C
Press, using plates only 18 rows wide, in
rolls of 500 and 3,000. One ar two tag-
ging breaks may be found between plate
numbers. [See *Data Bank” on Page 31.]

Collectors had a hard time getting coils
of the “F" stamp after they were placed
on sale in Washingion on Jan. 22. For
severat days, only rolls of 100 were avail-
able at many post offices; and some post
offices had no coils at ail.

The following combinations of sleeves

have been reported:
1111 (rells of 100, $00, and 3,000)
1211 (rolls of 500 and 3,000}
1222 (rolls of 100, 500, and 3,000)
2211 (roll size unknawn)
2222 (rolis of 100)

Al Haake said he could tell coils from
Sleeves 1222 from Sleeves 2222 just by
looking at them.

What Haake saw was a difference in the
color of the tulip. It was darker on 1222
than on 2222, Also the veins on the mlip
leaf were different, quite straight and dis-
tinct on 2222, but biurred and wavy on
1222,

Examination of the strips under 8-power
magnification by TPN revealed much
less black in the tulip on 2222, The differ-
ence in the leaf, however, could be caused

Please turn to Page 31
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Clear road abead!

%c road to understanding is often beset by detours.
Take, for example, the study of PNC paper. When Richard
Nazar began his work, some skeptics protested against his
conclusions. Then, in the last year or so, his findings began
to fall into what I have boldly labeled “e=mc*,” the Gener-
a] Theary of PNCs, which, in its way, is our tiny equivalent
ro Einstein’s special theory of relarivity.

Where Einstein’s work built on the foundations of Gali-
ico and Newton, the General Theory of PNCs based itself
on work by Larry G. Haynes, Kim Cuniberti, Tom Maed-
cr, Gerald H. Clark, and countless others. Here was a find
of a unique oll by Al Haake, then of another unique roll
by Dr. Robert Rabinowitz. Add the evangelism of people
like Dr. John Greenwood, Jiri Chytil, Larry Haynes and
D. John Shultz, who studied PNCs from one plate number
to the next (and some of whom even collected *Chymil”
strips of such lengths). Add to that the prophetic voice of
Eugene Liu, who predicted that our way of naming the
stamps in our strips would cause trouble, as it now has be-
tween the proponents of stamp numbering and those fa-
voring the system used to identify precancel gaps.

“But when all this curmulative work gets placed in a sin-
gle context, as Cuniberti did in his attempt to explain
what caused so many of the collectible features we find on
our stamps, that is a2 major turning point in the twisting
road roward understanding. Suddenly, the road is no long-
er twisting and turning, but a smooth superhighway.

We may still run into road censtruction and tell booths,
but the path is clear. We see that the paper types Nazar de-
scribed fit into the picture. They now become road signs
that point the way.

The pioneer plating of the se-tenant precancels by Clark,
Maeder, and Cuniberti are no longer tunnels of darkness
along the way, bus become well illuminated parts of the
way to our goal: Understanding whar we collect.

Even my struggles with BEP dara, contested and argued
with George V.H. Godin, Thom Wheelcr, Alan Malakoff,
and Ken Lawrence, became useful foundations for our su-
pethighway, even though the realization that it was impor-
tans to note BEP repetition (by telling us when a plate was
sent back 1o press) came only recently.

& may be useful to know some of the method behind
the PNC Study Group's formuiation of e=mc*. In some
cases, such as the cooperation between Nazar and Cuniber-
ti, it has involved constant back-and-forth of faxed ideas,
long long-distance calls, checks with paper suppliers, calls
to the two tagging-break specialists, Eugene Ernst and
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Alan Thomson, and a constant review of the dara thac had
already been assembled.

There was a heavy leaning on chronological plate-activity
reports by plate number generated on my computer. And
then the tough part began.

1 would write a piece and send out capies of it to a hand-
ful of co-workers. Each would comment, add, correcr, de-
lete, change. (While I was never called a dunce, I often Felt
like one. Undil this year—the 10th anniversary of PNCs—
for example, I did not know that there was no such thing
as a single prindng using only the Typeface B precancel
marts. | thank my co-workers for the generosity of spirit
that shstained from pointing out my obvious faults.) Then
I’d write a second version and send it out for a second go-
around.

All the time, the long-distance calls would continue al-
most daily.

Again, the draft would come back to 7PN and go
through yet another editing procedure.

The article that starts on Page 36 of this issue went
through four such major rewritings.

3.!1: now, we all think, we may have done ir. It all
seems to fit.

TPN does not enter philatelic literature competitions 1o
seek acclaim. But deep in my heart, | am applauding the
efforts of all who twiled on the construction of the high-
way. [ am proud of the Study Group and its accomplish-
ments. And [ delight in the réle TPV has played.

When [ proposed at $TaMpsHOW in Boston that the yet-
to-be-formed society of PNC collectors adopt TPV as its
journal, the idea that a private, “for—profit” journal should
represent a stamp society was shot down. Perhaps that was
the way it should have been. But profit has not been the
goal of TPN; research was. (Profits, incidentally, exist only
in the eyes of those who multiply subscribers by the sub-
scripdon price and fail to deduct expenses for postage,
printing, wlephone, and promodon. What litde profir
there has been can be arrributed solely to our advertisers.
They've helped you; you can help them by patronage.)

While profits have been insignificant, research has not
been. As we say in our motto, we print all the PNC news
that fits. We'll continue to do so.

It looks like the road ahead will be easier going. #



USPS went to plate number code
to avoid anyone s suggestions,
the ‘father’ of PNCs says

Ken Lawrence’s letrer on Page 3 of the January 1991 TPV
again underlined a problem Ken apparently has with logic.
Let me review the sitwation. Plate number coils came
about when Uses introduced a new plate numbering sys-
temn in 1981 which had as its primary objective the return of
the block-of-four formar from the “biggie” formar of
blocks of 6 to 12 that almost destroyed plate-block philate-
ly.
YUSPS mistook the immense popuiarity of Huck Press is-
sues—such as the 1968 and 1969 Christmas and the 6¢
Flag, which were collected as strips of 10 and 20—as a sig-
nal that the collecting public would greet larger plate
blecks with numbers up and down the scivage enthusiasa-
cally. As a result, muiticoler issues started appearing rou-
tnely, requiring a selvage strip of up mw 20 stamps for a
proper plawe block. At that dme, T was writing the “Tlace
MNumber” column in Linn’ and, was a minor dealer in
plate blocks, a wholesale source 0 Minkus, H.E. Harris,
Dale, and others, as well as publisher of a newsletter on
plate-black values. I had a prerty good pulse on what was
happening in the marketplace.

Early on, I recognized the mistake USPs was making and
wrote numerous columns urging USPS to remsrn to the
plate-block-of-four format. My column appeared every
ather week, and a grear deal of work and time was devoe=d
to “saving” plate-block philately. 1 proposed that uses
bunch the plate numbers; USPS rejected the proposal, say-
ing it was technically impassible. When conversations with
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Not much publicity

Recendy, I had the opportunity to examine several 22¢
Flag strips and covers from Plate 13, and I found that
there are three different placements of the plate number.

These varieties have not received much publicity, so |
thought collectors might like to see what they look like.

In reply: The bigh plare number is listed in the 1990 PNC
Catalog,

I also want to repore that I have found seme untagged
25¢ Bread Wagons from Plate 2 and same 25¢ “E” stamps
with the plate numbers 1111 which have the same “overal
tagging” as the 2222 found by Al Haake. [t appears that
there is a block tagging on top of the overall tagging, but [
cannot be sure.

Rob Washburn
Skowhegan, Maine

| —
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Pedro’s World of PNCs
by Pedro Crtegon, M.D.. and Richard J. Nazar

USPs proved that it was readily feasible, ather roadblocks
were thrown up, including the “imminent” plan to reduce
selvage size to save some paper cost (we are still waidng).
then suggested that smaller numbers be used. The reply
was that some coilectors would have a problem with read-
ing smaller numbers and that any change that would pro-
vide a hardship, even to a small fracton of the collecting
public, is unsuirable (yes, T know that we now have micro-
scopic numbers on coils and beoklers).

[ honesdy believe thac for che Arst three or four years that
this controversy festered, Usps didn’t realize that a problem
existed. But as more and more input was abtained, includ-
ing the sharp dropoff in plate-block album sales, usrs
finally got the message. A return to the plate-block-of-four
format was necessary. The simplest thing to do would have
been to bunch the plase numbers, as had been done with
several issues prior to 1968. But USPS had made dear its po-
sition during the highly publicized debates we were having
in my Léinn’s column that bunching was virtually impossi-
ble (even thaugh BEP said it was simple). Another problem
existed. A return to the plare-block-of-four format would
result in an instant loss of considerable revenue from the
remaining plate-block collectors since it was unreasonable
to expect that an instant “return to the fold” would occur.

Thus, UsPs was faced with the problem of “saving face”
and a loss of revenue with wharever plan it chose ta return
to the block-of-four formar. Pur yourself in USPS’s posi-
tion. Could it, after 10 years of denying the operativeness
of bunching of plate numbers, solve the problem of the re-
turn to the blodk of four by bunching? Could it resort 1o
any other sclutions to the “biggie” plate-block problem
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that I had proposed in Linn's over the almost 10 years that
the problem persisted?

Many, including Dick Collier, 2 Chicago attorney who
wrote a letter to the editor in Linn’s about six months ago,
understood that UsPs had been painted into a comer re-
garding the soluden of the “biggie” problem and had
searched effortlessly for a formar that would explain irs
long inaction and would provide a minimum ioss of reve-
nue. The new code system, which would return to the
block-of-four format but would also use plate codes for
booklets and coils, was presented as its long-sought solu-
tion to a problem that included the desirability of number-
ing all postage-stamp production.

Ken Lawrence’s lerrer missed the point entirely. He stat-
ed that “anyonc who read Dr. Robert Rabinowitz's col-
amn in the 1970s will recall that he proposed anything bue
what the Postal Service decided to do with the plate num-
bers—stacked five-digit numbers, wrap-around five-digit
numbers, smaller numbers, etc.—and never suggested
numbers for booklets or coils.” That's exactly my point
and that of many others. I don’t claim to have made any
input into the definition of the current plate-number sys-
tem. Bur I and others believe that the column after col-
umn that Lénn’ published admonishing UsPs for allowing
the “biggies” to exist, forced USPS years later to provide a
“solution” other than the ones that were quickly rejected as
“not technically feasible” some years before.

Yes, [ do feel responsible in more than a wivial way that
PNC philarely exists. Ken Lawrence obviously rejects chis
suggestion, but [ assure you that if I hadn’t been in there
writing about the “biggie” situation and calling usPs's
biuffs regarding why it couldn’t bunch platc numbers,
when it finally realized that it had virtually destroyed plate-
block philately, it would have quickly resorted to bunch-
ing. I also believe that if, in the mid-1970s, I had propased
a system similar to the coding one intoduced in 1981—
including the use of plate numbers on coils and beoklers—
UsPs would have summarily rejected it and we would have
recurned to the block-of-four formac by some ather route,
with no PNCs.

So when collectors suggest that in some manner P'm the
“father” of PNCs, and that Usps’s Don McDowell, who de-
vised the code system and introduced ir, is the “step-
father,” T feel there is some truth in such a conclusion.

Lawrence missed the whole point of UsPs’s need to find a
solution that it had not rejected ycars before. He also
called upon some great form of illogic to equate the rela-
tionship of my columns with the birth of PNC philately to
“George I11 as the stepfather of the United State and Adolf
Hicler as the stepfather of Israel.” T was the crusader for
right and reason and used the pen to bring the public’s at-
tention to a major problem. From good came good. In the
case of Hitler and George 111, from bad camc good. There
is a difference.

Ken may gag as he reads this and reach out to some of
his friends in UsPs and BEP to “testify” in some way that
my conclusions are inaccurate. But those of you who were
part of the plate-block scene during the 19705 remember
my réle and will understand and be able to weigh any self-

serving inputs that may come from the agendies involved
or from Ken's buddies.
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz
Stamford, Conn.
In reply: As the headline indieates, TPN accepts Dr. Rab-
inowitz as “the father of PNCs.”

Green union on 20¢ Hags

It was I wha first brought to Phil Rose’s anenton the
green field on the 20¢ Flag,

You use the expression “union,” by which I assume you
mean the blue field of stars.

In reply: You are correct. The flag’s blue field of stars is usu-
ally called the urion.

I first sported the green instead of blue under long-wave
uv while looking for paper variedes. You describe finding
copies with high bright paper. My expericnce with this
particular issuc  has indicated low and medium
fluorescence, but no high bright.

A friend of mine, Henry Karen of Michael M. Karen,
Inc., allowed me to look over his stock of 20¢ Flags with
the following results, all under long-wave Uv:

20FG  Found green enly. Paper has low fluorescence.

20F8 Found green only. Paper has low fuorescence.

20F9 Found with normal bluc and with green. Paper
has low fluorescence.

20F10 Found with normal blue and yellowish green.
The blue was on paper with low fuorescence
while the yellow green was on dark tan unre-
sponsive paper. Under normal light the blue
ficld has a bright greenish dnt.

Richard C. Schulman

Smithrown, N.Y.

Seeks 24¢ Honeybee
If it weren't for you and Kim Cuniberd, [ would have
fallen hopelessly behind on PNC news.
T'll be double checking mixtures for a copy of that fantas-
tic 24¢ Honeyber coil with no magenta.
Norman B. McGrattan
Belieair, Fla.
In reply: That type was incorrectly put into Margarer
Stanchheld's letter on Page 3. Sorry, Mrs. Srnchfield.

TPN has it all wrong, Scott says

(By telephone:) In your rcview of the 1991 Scoz Special-
ized Catalogue of United States Stamps, you state that Scott
is wrong in warning against 25¢ Honeybees with black off-
set missing if they show traces of the litho black. You say
that’s the only way they're known.

But if there’s even a trace of black litho, then the black li-
tho is not missing. The Seo#t Catalogue would not list it if
there were such traces of black. Our listing refers only to a
stamp in which there is no black litho at all.

William H. Harton
Scott Publishing Co.

In reply: TPN is grateful for the clarification and regrets
any misunderstanding the review may have caused.

On the phone, Bill Haton explained why Scott could



not list PNCs in the table formar suggested on Page 17 of
the January issue. Scott reserves the right column for used
prices and wants to avoid misleading catalog users into be-
lieving thar the price we showed for a strip of three was the
mint price and the price we showed for a swip of five was
the used price. Boxing the table would prevent that from
happening. The Michel catalog found a solution, why
can’t Scott?

More on red Hansom Cabs

The article about the ink-contaminated 10.9¢ Hansom
Cabs on Page 18 of the January issue needs some elabora-
tion.

I was the source of this material, having obrained about
200 copies from a California mailer several years ago. The
plate numbers were 1 and 2 and the precancel gap was at
4R. Only 10 plate numbers were abmined, with all the 1s

~cut and all the 2s very close.

When these were received, I thought they were 9.3¢ Mail
Wagons since the color is so clese. However, the 5.5¢ Star
Route Truck’s color is even a closer march.

I've made little effort to market these strips and appre-
ciate the visibility you have given them.

Bob Rabinowitz
Stamford, Conn.

Multiple finds

In regard to the comment on Page 106 that “constant
plate variedes are always a topic of discussion among PNC
collectors anyway. [Frank] Marrelli, who first found the
‘railroad tracks’ and ‘railroad tracks conmnuation’ on rthe
21¢ Railroad Mail Car and the ‘blowout’ on the 7.1¢
Tractor, was asked if he had ever found any more copics of
these dramaric variedes. ‘No, not a one,’ he said.”

There have been muldple finds of the two variedes on
the 21¢ Mail car in various geographic areas.

A.S. Cibulskas
Stamford, Conn.

Assuming too much

Scotwr Smith assumes (7P November, Page 101} thar
his 25F7 strip from a vending machine is from z roll of
3,000. To me, thar assumes oo much.

Rolls of 500 are commonly used in post office dispensers.
I've come across two cases in the past two weeks. Buc even
50, I'm not convinead rolls of 500 exist (existed).

Everybody is scraping the botrom of the barre] for 25¢
Flags and that machine could have been stocked with
spliced rolls of 100. Who knows? We need something
more definitive before changing the roll-size chart. [The
chart appears this month on Page 44.]

Alan Thomsen
Northweod, N.H.

More on those forged 20F14Ps

After reading the January TPN, I feel some clarification
needs to be made in regard to a lewer from “John Dee” in
a ‘western prison.

“Doc” defends a dealer and leaves some vague feelings

—
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coneerning PNC. A letter was received by me, as president
of pncs, This leteer sought to bring a complaint against a
dealer for selling fake material. T discussed the issue with
another PNC* board member and asked his advice. I never
mentioned the letter writer or the dealer. I then wrote back
to Doe with the suggestion that he writc the dealer to give
him a chance to correct the problem. Doe’s letter was then
filed with no complsint filed or acted upon,

In July, a second lerer was received from Doc, stadng
that he had followed my rccommendadon and had written
to the dealer and that everything had been straightened
out. He stated: “1 would apprediate if you'd disregard my
lecter regarding the dealer. I feel foolish even wriring i,
and worse about pointng a finger at the dealer unfairiy.”

I wrote back, explaining that no action had been taken as
| was awaidng the outcome of his lerrer to the dealer.

I told him I was glad the ourcome had been satisfactory
to all parties and explained thac his original letter was only
in my file and that no action was taken, hence no com-
plaint had ever been filed against the dealer.

I thoughe it was all over with as the only people aware of
it were Doe and 1.

There is no need for Rob Washburn o swike the com-
plaint as no complaint was ever filed.

I don’t know where the need came from o defend the
dealer as it never became public knowledge.

Don Eastman
Past President
PNC?

In reply: Doc did send the forged strip of the precanceled
20¢ Flag to 7PN to be forwarded to Eastman. He never
mentioned the name of the dealer.

A hope for uniform reporting
While I don’t fully agree with the way you have imposed
the way tagging breaks are to be counted, it is true thar we
cannot have everybody counting differenty. Hopefuly, all
those interested will adopt your method and all known po-
sidons will be correctly reported.
I would like ro add 2L to the 15¢ Tugboat with overall
tagging. (Yes, I used your method!)
Morgan Johnson
Kissimmee, Fla.

January issue top notch
I have, and have read, all issues of TPN since its inception

and without a doubt the January 1991 issue is the finesc yet.
Really wp notch. The diversity of marerial is great and
there’s a wealth of new information. Volume VI, Number
1 is indeed # 1.

Alan Thomson

Northwood, N.H.

Old issues are useful
I stll go back and reread or look up data in my back is-
sues, of which I have every one. Keep up the good work.
Charter subscriber

In a Virginia prison
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Postal rates using coil stamps

Petiod Rate  Coil Stamps Period Fats  Cail Stemps
i Post cards
First class Firstelass (FN)
Latters oLD 15 157
First aunce, unsarted {FN) NEW 18

OLD 25

25U, 25F, 25M, 25T
NEW 29 28U

Quanlity post cards
First class, ZIP ¢4, unsorted (ZN)

0Odd-size surcherge
OLD 10 Notappicable Cen, gt Mere
WEW 10 Nofapplicania
Added ounce (11-ounce jimit) glfs" blm‘d' unsaried (NG
20 20TX NEW  17.7
NE.W 23
. Basic sont (FP)
Quantity letters oW 13 13TP
ZiPed, unsortad {ZN) NEW 17
QLR 240 241TP
NEW 276 2P+4, basic sornt {ZP}
oLD 125 Nona
ZIF+4, bar coded, unsortad (NB) NEW 154
c.D None
NEW  None ZIP+4, bar coded, 3-digit sort {TB)
Effactive iata 1991, rate will be 27 oLD Nonel  None
NEW 161
Basicsart {t-ounce limit) (FP}
CLb 3! 217P ZiP+4, bar coded, 5-digh sort (ZB)
NEW  Z48 oLD 121 Nane
NEW 155

ZIP+4, basic sert (ZP)

o 215 Z05TP Firat class, carrisr-route sort (CP)
NEW 242 QLD 115 None
NEW 152

ZiP+4, bar coded, 3-digit sort (TB)
oLD Nenat

Third class

NEW 238
Bulk mail letters

21944, bar codad, S-digh sort (ZB) Basic rate, basic sort (BA}
oLD 201 Nong oLD 167 1
NEW 233 NEW  18.8%
First tlass, carrisp-rous sot (CP) ZIP+4, basic sort (ZN}
oLo 195 None oL 16.2  Nene
NEW 23 NEW  18.0+r

-
What PNCs are likely?
Cortinued from Page 25

- 16.5¢ for third-class letiers sorted to five digits of the z1p
code to replace the 13.2¢ Coal Car.

«13.1¢ for third-class letters sorted by carrier route o re-
place the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon with red service inscription.

+ 12.4¢ for a new category of bulk-mail letters sorted for safu-
ration (walk-sequence) delivery. (This stamp is unlikely be-
cause most of this type of mail will probably bear indicia instead
of stamps.)

In addition, there are several rates for bar-coded or ZIP+4 bulk-
mail letters, both nonprofit and regular, that are unlikely to have
stamps of their own,

For non-profit organizations, stamps are likely in the follow-
ing raies, for letters only:

»11.1¢ for basic sort o replace the 8.4¢ Wheel Chair. Ken
Lawrence has reported in Lira’s that this stamp will feature a
unicycle.

+ 5.8¢ for latters sorted to three or five digits of the ZIP code
to replace the 7.6¢ Carrela.

«5.4¢ for bar-coded, basic sort, ZIP+4 letiers 1o replace the
7.1¢ Tractor.

« 7.4¢ for leuers sorted by carrier route to replace the 5.3¢
Elevator. The 7.4¢ Baby Buggy would not meet this rate because
it is not inscribed “Nonprofit.”

Pericd Hats  Coil Stamps Period Rats Coil Stampe
Z1P+4, bar ccdad, basie sort (BB) Z1P+4, bar coded, 3 digk sort (TB)
QLD 122 Nene CLD Norg! Nene

NEW  17.9:% NEW 88w

3. or S-dight sart (FD) 2IP4+4, bar coded, 5-digk sort (2B}
o 132 1327P GLD  Nomne! Nons

NEW  16.5%r NEW 8.1+

ZIP44, 3- of 5:dight sant {ZP) Carrier-route sart (CP

OLD 127 Hene ob - 5.3 1%

NEW  15.1% NEW T4

P4, bar coded, 3-dight sort (TB) Saturation (ST)

Pre-1991 None  02702/91

1l
QLD - Nonet Nona 020351 7.01%  Continving

NEW  i5adwr

P44, bar coded, 5-dight sort (28] Notes to Poatal Rates

CLD Nonet  None 1 Oid rate said "prasort” or "S-ggit

NEW  1d6% oy,

Carrierroute sont (CF) T e o malars o e s

OO0 101 1GATPI ol 10 2 budkema contar.

NEW  131%

Saturation {ST) N

0> ™" Nors False frankings
124k

valid to Sept. 9

Precanceled siamp  permil
holders may have a supply of
5.3-, 7.1-, 7.6-, 10.5-, 13.2-,
16.7-. 13.0-, 20 5-, 21.0-, and
24,1-cenl precanceled stamps
on hand when the new bulk and
preson rates ase implemented.
These stamps may be accepled
unlil Sepl. 9, 1891, providing
thai the mailer pays the dillar-
ence In postage beiween ihese
stamps and the new rates be-
fore the mailing is accepled,
and that the stamps are wsed

Nonprolit letters
Basic rate, basio sont (BA)
QLD 8.4 A4TP
NEW  111%

ZIP+4, basic sort (ZN)
oD 7.9 Nona
NEW 10.47r

3- o7 5-digit sort (FD)
OLD [2-] 76TP
NEW 9.8

Z1P+4, bar coded, basic sort (BB)
OLD 66  None

NEW 94w for the comparable new rale
1P+4, 3- or S-digit 8o calegory. ‘
E)L[; 7_r11 m?,ﬂ?iﬂm Postal Bulletin
NEW 9.4+ Jan. 24, 1991

What do those stters mean? In the Postal Buleling announcing the new rates, aach
class ¢f mail is assigned a two-lgtier classification. We've pul them in the abeva ehart.

+ 7.1¢ for letters intended for saturation delivery. Again, it is
unlikely that this rate will have a stamp of its own because most
mailers are almost certain to use indicia instead of stamps. (The
7.1¢ Tractor with the “Nonprofit/5-Digit ZIP+4” inscription
would not meet this rate, but perhaps a third type of inscription
would be put on the Tractor.)

In addition, certain other rates may or may not have stamps.
Among these are a coil stamp for a two-ounce firstclass letter at
52 cents and a 50¢ stamp for the new airmail rate abroad, which
represents only a half ounce. The previous rate was 90 cents an
ounce.

In anrouncing the 50¢ stamp for Switzerland’s 700th anniver-

sary, the Postal Service said:

The value of the U.S. stamp coincides with the naw internaticnal air-
mail 1ate 1or letters weighing up to one-hall ounce aithough the slamp
does nol bear the “USA Airmail" designalion. The slamp's design had
10 te determined and the stamp committed to procuction prior 16 linal
determingtion ot new U.§. international postage rates that will be ef-
fective Feb. 3. Filly cents was selected because it was the most likely
new airmail rale and, even il the subsequent airmail rate was diflerent,
50 cents is a useful U.5. denomination. (emphasis acded)

It is altogether possible that the new 29¢ rate will be as fieeting
as 1981's 13-cent tate because the Postal Service asked for 30
cents and got only 29 from the Postal Rate Commission. This

may mean a new request for a rate increase soon. [



Data bank of official USPS information

% The Steam Cartage ssmp features an mgnving of
¢ an artist’s drawing of the “Richard Dudgeon,” pro-
g duced in 1866 and on display in the Museum of Amer-
{ ican History at Lhe Smithsenian in Washington, I}.C.
s This sieam carriage. invented by Richard Dudgeon, of
{

o Steam Carriage

04‘U"U. E 15846

New York City, could carry 10 passengers al ' 14
miles per hour and hed & top speed of arovnd 20 miles
per hour. Many such steam carmages were produced
sround this time, Although they were mechanicaily
successiul, the public did not accepe self-propelled ve-
hicles as 3 popular means of transporution until sbout

1900.
Day of issue: Ian. 25,1991
First-day city: Tucson, Anz,
Format: Coile of 500 and 3,000
Color: Maroon (PMS 208U)
Size  Oversll: 0.84 % 099 inchor 21.3 % 25.lmm
Image: 0.71 x 0.82 inch er 18.0 x 20.8mm
Press: Mot stated [probably Ci because of spacing of
plate numbers]
Plate number: | [every 48th stamp]
Quantity printed: 500,000 cails of SO0
86,000 coils of 3,000
Seott Catalogue number: 3451
PNC Catalog number:  [4TIX]
Paper: [Type [Ib, with disgonully ddged gam|

y  The nondenominated “Flower” stamp is the sixth in
5w seres that used lewers A" through D" and “E” for
Flower ¥ ¢ “Earth” in conjunction with postage rate chnges from
E ¢ 1977 through 1988, The “Flower” stamp features a
Usa y lazgs med tulip on 2 yellow background. ... As in the
past, nondenominated stamps can only bc. used for

g mail going Lo addresses in the United States.

O " Duy of issue:  Jan. 22,1991
G First-day city: Washington, D.C.
_— Format: 10, 500, 3,000
Colors:

Red, cyan, yellow, black [process
color)

Size  Overnll: 0.87 x .96 inch or 21.1 x24.4mm
Image: 0.71 x0.82inch or 18.0 x 20.Emm
Preas: Not gtated [USPS confinmed later thac it was the
Andreotti press)

Quaniity printed:
Plate number:

£.024 billion [includes sheews and booklets)

Four single digits [24 stamps apant. Collectons kave
reported 1111, 1222, and 2222)

Scolt Catalogue number: 2518

PNC Catalog numbers: [29U1111, 29U1112, 29U1211, 29U 2122,
20U2222]
Paper: Phosphored (resembling 22¢ Test coil)]

| Editor's nate: Daia Bank presents information supplied
| by USPS. Comments by TPN are in brackets.

‘F’ coils are phosphored
Continued from Page 25

by misregistration of the four plates.

The “F" stamp was printed by self-color, using magenta, cyan,
yellow and black plates. The plale numbers are red, blue, yellow,
and black—in that order.

This is the sandard CMYK (cyan, magenta, yellow, black) sys-
tem of self-color pnnting.

The plate numbers are hollow, two-line digits, making the
numbers somewhat easier to read, especially the yellow. On
some stamps, the inside of the number is white, but on some the
color has filled the space between the two lines that form the out-
line.

The original printing order for the “F” stamp was 8.024 biliion
slamps, but that total includes booklets and sheet stamps, too
The stamps were supposed to be at all post offices before the day
of issue.

1
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New rates need calculators

Before the 1991 rate hike, rates were printed in table form.
The chart for bulk rate looked like this:

Presort level Minimum rate per piece
Basic ZlP-i—d e 30,162
LI 11" 1 S—— 30,132
5-digit ZIP+4 $0.127
ZIP+4 barcoded ..-50.122
CRITIET YOS et s e -.-30.101

It isn's that easy any more. First of all, the basic bulk rate ap-
plies only to what USPS defines as letters. The Domestic Mail
Manual (§128.2) defines minima and maxima as follows for let-
Lers:

Minimum Maximum
Length Finches 11}, inches
Height 3, inches 6}y inches
Thickness 007 inch V,inch

Higher rates apply to what USPS terms “flats,” anything other
than letters. {Yes, this issue of TPN is a “letter.”]

Then there are discounts for level of sortation, discounts for
the place at which the mail is presented 1o the Postal Service,
and discounts for automation.

For bulk mail taken 10 an SCF (sectional center facility) and
soried with ZIP+4 1o five digits, you do the followinp arithmetic:

Ergic mie: 50.158
Less discount for five-digit sort: —30.033
Less discount for bringing o the SCF: —3$0.017
Less discount for bar coding and five-digit sert:

Equals per-picce posage: 50129

As can be seen in this example (for the nominal 14.6¢ rate),
the discounts are cumulative. A smaller discount is given for tak-
ing mail to a bulk-mail center (BMC); a bigger one if the mail is
taken to the delivering post office. (“You're saving us the cost of
transporting vour mail,” a rates and classification clerk told
TPN.)

The worst kind of junk mail, delivered 1o every postal address,
gets the biggest break under the new samration [“walk se-
quence,” or ST] rate. That same piece of mail would cost 10.7
cents if letier sized. If larger, it would cost 11 cents.

The new basic rate for bulk-mail flats is 23.3 cents. It isn’t
likely, but there may be a stamp for that rate, too. It would sim-
ply need a different service inscription than the stamp intended
for bar-coded, first-class ZIP+4 letters sorted o five digits.

The 23.3¢ rate for bar-coded, ZIP+4, first-class letters is spelled
out in the new rates as the rate for “Matter other than cards.” It
does not qualify for the discount given for bringing mail to an
SCF ot BMC. All first-class rates are given basically for post
cards, then for “other matter.”

You’ll need a calculator. OJ

Here’s a sneak preview
of coming coils—maybe

The Postal Service sends out confidential advisories to FDC
servicers and cachel makers to allow them time to prepare
covers. The information is always tenmtive and some of the
SIAMPS never come out.

Here’s a randown of the latest:

« 00 Lunch Wagon 1890s. No denomination stated.

+ 09 Tractor Trailer 1930s, Inscribed: “Additional preson
postage paid.” Usage of this and the following service inscrip-
tion is unknown at present.

« 05 Canoe 1880s. Inscribed "Additional nonprofit postage
Paid."

» 00 A fawn (possibly to replace the Honeybee). O
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Introducing eartoon character ‘Phil A. Tely’

Richard Nazar has decided o name the canoon characier he
draws for “Pedro’s World of PNCs.” What better name than Phil A.
Tely?

No sooner do we get to sec the “F" stamp than we have 10 make
plans for the “G" stamp. Gary Griffith, writing in Lina's, said the “G”
samps were already in production and show the flag. The tie-in to the
letter “G™ is that the stamp will say “Old Glory.”

George Kuhn iz stll geuing Plates 15 and 16 of the 2{¢ Fire
Pumper from a friend in Albuquerque, N.M., who says they are still
in the vending machines there. No wonder the price of those strips is
so low.

Tust as he expected (TPN January 1991, Page 19), Kim Cuniberti
has found the overall-tagged 15¢ Tugboat, Plate 2, on Type Il paper
but with the gum we used vo see on Type I paper. That is Type IIIb
paper.

The find is confirmation of the shift by BEP in its paper purchasing to
Paper Corp. of the United States (PCUS).

That makes 15T2 the first stamp with Peper IIT (wavy gum}, Paper
Mz (smooth gum) and the new Paper IIIb (diagonalily ridged gum).

The PNC Study Group is losing 2 member to the penguins. Scott F.
Smith has signed a six-month contract to serve in Antarctica. He'll
get mail there once in an airdrop in July that comes by way of New
Zealand. .

Ken Lawrence tells a story about gravure paper.

When they first tried it, on the *D™ stamp, they found that the rolls of
3,000 were 100 large. They wouldn’t fit in vending machines or stamnp-
affixing equipment. So they had to cut down the roils.

By the tume the 21.1¢ Leuers and 18¢ Washington Monument
stamps were printed, a new, thinner gravure paper was available for
coils.

Dr. Joseph Agris said his PNC handbook had won many awards,
at intematicnal shows, ranging from silver-bronze to vermeil. The
book is available for $27 from Eclectic Publishing Co., P.O. Box
20373, Hooston TX 77225.

According to Charles Yeager, writing in The U.S. Specialist, the
1agging on Lhe Andreoti press is done by an eiched cylinder. It would
have no tagging breaks.

Tagging on the B Press iz done with two 52x18 mats, resuiling in
Lwo tagging breaks in one revolution of the printing cylinder.

On the C and D Press, the tagging in from one 48x18 mat, resnhing
in only one tagging break per revolution. When the 4¢ Steam Carriage
appeared, it did, indeed, have only one 1agging break, first reponed at
SL, right on the perfs, by Scott F. Smith. Later finde had two tagging
breaks, showing use of the older 2418 mat

Butthe 48x18 mat is new. When the 20¢ Cable Car appeared on
Plate 2 with overall tagging, it clearly showed two breaks, at 121 and
12R, proving that the article on Page 9 of our January issue guessed
correctly when it speculated that Lhe tagging mat on the C and D Press-
es would measure 24x18 or 24>20.

All this change in lagging may explain the “walking tagging break™
found on the 4¢ Stagecoach and the 15¢ Tugboat. That phenomenon is
outlined in Alan Thomson's anicie cn Page 49.

More examples of the 20¢ Flag have been found in which the bice
union shows up as green when viewed under long-wave UV,
On Plate 6, Scout F. Smith found a used copy with the tagging shifted

downward, The pontion of the union that was tagged showed up green;
but the untagged area was blue.

This would seem to indicate some form of reaction betwesn the bloe
ink and the 1agging. The same phenomenon was also reponed by oth-
erg. Smith also reported & green union on & used stamp from Plate 4.

Joann Lenz found a green union on an imperforate strip from Plate
8. She also found commecial covers with the gresn union.

Reports of green Unions seem w be evenly divided between stamps
on high bright paper and regular paper, so the paper type is not a factor
in causing the changed color.

Reported so far: Plates 4,6, 8, 9,10, 12.

Harold Potkewltz, a wholesaler of PNCs on Long Island, has add-
ed o the story reported on Page 113 of the November issue that the
22¢ Flag can cxist with carlier usages than the date of issue.

Potkewitz said the Huntington, L.L, post office’s two branches sold
the stamps two or three weeks before the March 29, 1985, issue date.

Potkewitz duly supplied Dennls Chamberlain with strips, which
is how Chamberiain knew they existed before the 1ssue date.

Potkewitz also supplied other dealers. One of them prepared several
covers and tried 1o have them canceled with the special cancel used at
the ASDA show in New York City, but postal personnel refused to ser-
vice the covers, saying the stamps were not yet valid.

Potkewitz says many early-dated covers exist because the siamps
continued on sale at Hentington right to the issue date. []

;*Jl':fd’*ﬂ';f*R#*ﬂ'#**#**#**t#**ﬂf#.
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¢ 50-pound box of
e Commercial covers

1-: Unopened envelopes, sealed in 1983, from a
s sweepstakes mailing.

¢»  Atypical box contains 30 to 50 PNCs,

5 50 to 100 purple machine cancels,

P one pound or so of commemoratives.

¢ $60 postpaid anywhere in U.S.

by Stamps 'n’ Stuff

& 2700 University, Suite 204

g W. Des Moines, IA 50265

b T 1-800-999-5964

s SPECIAL:
Pj\* 100 purple machine cancels on cover, 525
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BEP plate-activity report for January to May 1990

EACE SEBRIES CAT

52 TRANS &0 -

76¢  TRANS 76TiP 1024783 04000738 468 Apr7.19%
101 TRANS 104T3R 1811043 1048782 3 488 Jan1,19%0
13z TRANS 13TIP 1908481 0501738 3 458 Fah 11,1920
1328 TRANS 13212 184138-7  OBA15/88 B 465 Apr1.1990
20¢  TRANS 2072X 181150-2 102688 Ct 432 Mar28.18%0
2058 TRANS 20STIP 180781 08N088 B 468 Jan 2,1990
21 TRANS 2172 180842 QRBE Gt 427 Mwr 23,1500
25¢ BEE  25Md 1024794 QA48 D 430 Lnavalebie
2%¢  Fsamp 20U 1816811  CUZ4/80 Ancesoli 450 Jun 28, 1889
31 TRANS §IT1 1843701 00722789 A 468

BLATE ASSIGHEC PHRESS SURL TOPRESS CANCELED [MPAESS. MAX PHCs MHOTES
1860181 0dNefg 3 468

Now dats 1o prass.

New date 1 prass

New date 10 pross.

Now dala to press

Now daie In press

New date 1o peess

No stamps reporied by collacioes
Magenta. 500 arice

Pross date

0302/90 Unavallable
051290 2856000 7

Underlining indicates new injormation in this BEP report, The symbot C3 means an 18-row plsts on the C Presa.

There was good news in the first plate-activity report for 1990,
distributed by the Postal Service in the last week of December.
The good news was that there was supposedly a Plate 4 of the
13.2¢ Coal Car.

The PNC community quickiy started talking about the new
plate, but eagle-eyed Ken Lawrence immediately punctured the
good-news balloon. It was all a rypographical error. The suffix
“4" should have been a “2." The rest of the plaie number
confirmed that.

So, after all, the report produced hardly anything we had not
seen on stamps.

The one oddment is that BEP finally reported when it sent Piate
3 of the 7.6¢ Carreta 1o press. It was wrong. The date given was
long after collectors had seen the stamp, long after the earliest
known usage.

What may have happened is that the April 1989 return 1o press
of Plate 2 may have taken place just after Plate 3 was made. But
we'll probably never know.

There is another factor ta the scanty report for the four moaths
that is worth mentioning. The “!” magenta plate of the “F”
stamp was canceled, When assigned, BEP said this plate was 18
rows deep. When canceled, BEP said the plate was 20 rows deep.

Unlike the question about the date to press of the Carreta, this
one will straighten itself out as we get data for other Andreotti
plates used to print the “F" stamp. Stay tuned.

One item in the report that disappoints PNC collectors is the
cancellation of Plate 4 of the Honeybee. The sad aspect is that
BEP did not say how many, if any, impressions were made from
this plate.

Although BEP reports are falling farther and farther behind,
there is some news that shouid be on the next report:

= New press runs of 4T1R, 1572, 20T2X, all found with over-
all tagging.

= A run of Plate 15 of the 25¢ Y osemite.

= And, of course, printing of the Circus Wagons, Steam Car-
riage, and “F" stamps. (]

INTRODUCING....UV MOUNTS®

Ultra View Mounts® were designed for viewing tag breaks and other luminescent stamp varie-
ties, but offer other advantages for mounting all stamps, including:

Safety — = Archival quality, acid-free paper backing. Mounts can breathe.
Slze — * Accommeodates coil pairs and up to strips of ten

User-Friendly — - Mounts can be lifted and relocated on page without damaging album
page surface

Get the Facts and Eree Samples: Send $1.00 (mint stamps okay) for postage and handling.
Send $2.00 and receive acid-free album page without flucrescent brightener, with sample UV

Mounts® attached; the best combination fer a luminescent display collection.

TRY MY PERSONALIZED APPROVAL SERVICE OF:

+ Untagged errors + Imperf Pairs « Tag Shifts
— with tag shifts
— with fluorescent/plain paper

WANTED: All the above, all errors, freaks and oddities.

Ultra View Mounts® and UV Mounts® Copyright 1991 by
H. Harry Mueggenburg, 3525 Bluftf Court, Carmichael, CA 95608




|34 | The Plate Number, March 1981

[ R

Block tagging
can also show
edges of mats

Block tagged stamps do not usually
show the edges of the tagging mats. But
when the tagging block is out of register
with the design of the stamp, the edges
may show up readily in one of three
ways:

» The tagging block on the lefi mat may
be higher or lower than the block on the
right mat.

» Even when the blocks are horizontally
aligned, damage at the edge of the mat
sometimes shows up.

= Finally, the tagging break at the edge
of the tagping mat is wider or narrower
than the spaces berween the normal
blocks of tagging in that strip.

H. Harry Mueggenburg collects misteg-
istered block tagging. He calls them tag-
ging shifts. He even calls himself “Tag
Shift Hamry.”

Spumred by Scott F. Smith’s report in a
lener to TPN in November, Mueggenburg
has listed his mat shifts. [As a mauer of
fact, he numbered them in a way that met
neither the convention for counting varie-
tes and tagging breaks nor the conven-
tion used for counting perforations for lo-
catng precancel gaps. The descriptions
here 1efer first to the stamp on which the
mat shift is seen, then to the perforation
on which the gap should have fallen.
That means a numbered stamp in which
the mat shift would have been al the zero
position (the theoratical home of the joint
line) would be recorded as 1L—0.]

The foliowing block-tagged shifts were

A A

AYYTXXTETARS,
.. AN N PR NN ARY
1'0‘4'""o"vl-'b'-‘o'-'d-‘é"o‘-ﬂ-‘d-'é
T T

W
(S X LAY Y ERYY T
[T IYYENLY]
ARV W AR WEARY
L)

4
-

o
=N
SAXXEIXREN)
e e e

BLOCK TAGGING--Top strip shows normal black tagging. The tagging covers anly
the design and leaves the perforations untagged. All tagging blocks are on the
same level. Boltom strip shows a slight upward shilt in the tagging blocks on the
stamg right of tha plate number. This happens oniy ai the edgae of the 1agging mat.
In the accompanying article, this shift would be labeled 1R—0 because the tagging
block is shifted up on the 1R stamp and the shift eccurs at the zero pariaration.

I EXEN R YN NN

DOUBLE SHIFT—On this strip thara is a double shift. Not only are the tagging
blocks shifted horizonially, so thay no longer miss the perforations, but there is
aiso an upward shift in the right tagging mat. Tha shifted tagging black is on the
1R stamp, bul bacause it is half way across the stamp, it could have been intended
{or either the O perforations or the 1R perfs.

found:

15T1 1R—0

15T1 2R—1R

25T3 petween 1L and 2L.—I1L

25T4 batween 2L and 3L—2L

25T5 berween 2L and 3L—2L

20F9 1L—1%. ({plain and high
bright paper)

20F9 iL—o0

20F12  1L—I1L (plain)

20F12  1L—O0 (high bright)

22F3 2L—1L (plain)

22F3 1L—1L (high bright)

22F5 2L—I1L

22F5 1L-—0

22F5 between 2L and 3L—2L

22F5 2R—2R (the tops and bot-
toms of the tagging block are
missing t the right of the
mat edge}

22F8 between 1L and 2L—1L

22F10  IL—1L

22F11  between 2L and 3L—2L

22F12  between 1L and 2L—IL  deep. The other end of the mat has a bare-
(plain and high bright) ly discernible stripe, less than 0.5mm. On
22F15  between 2L and 3L—2L the other mat, the swipe remains at
22F15%  between 1R and 2R—1R 0.5mm. This indicates that the mats were
25F1 between 1L and IR—O skewed.
25F1 2L.=-1L Mueggenburg welcomes reports of new
25F1 4L—4L finds of any misregistered mats. Evgene
15F3 1R—0 or 1L (in middle) R. Ernst has prepared a chart showing the
25F3 4L—3L tagging mat shifts found so far on biock-
25F3 3L—3L 1agged coils. Mueggenburg will gladly
25F3 berween 1L and 2L-—1L send a copy of Emst’s chart to anyone
25F3 1R—0 who may be interested. (His address is

In addition, Mueggenburg reporis the
following wmgging break on stamps that
were tapped overall.

5TIY between 6L and 7L

On a long strip of these, this shift is rel-
atively thin, while the one that is at the
other edge of the mat, at 321, is much
wider, In addition, the mats are skewed so
that the entire mat between 6L and (going
to the right) 32L has an untagged stripe
across the wp, from the top of the mat. It
grows as it progresses to the right, so that
by the time it reaches 32L it is about 3Imm

3525 Bluff Court, Carmichael, CA
95608.) O

‘Pre-phosphored’ paper?
‘Pre-sorted’ bulk mail?

The Postal Service likes to use terms
such as “pre-sorted” and “pre-barcoded”
for mail sorted and bar coded by mailers
and “pre-phosphored” paper. These terms
make no syntactical sense. TPN will con-
tnue to call them “sorted” and “bar-
caoded” mail and “phosphored” paper. T
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TRANSPORTATION COILS

Slosa
Seoplana1914

1907 Sumey 13, 14, 17, 16...
1azm 13¢ Flag .

$1.00 Seaplane
PS5 for ¢
Face Value PRI &
on i
$50.00 Orders

1897 {¢Bus 1,2,8,4 5,6...
22251¢ 8 Press 1, 2. .
1897A Loco 3,4, 8,10
2226 Loco B Press 1
1898 Handear 1, 2.
34..

252 Cmas:ngu Wagnn .
2123 34g SchoolBus 1, 2....
21233 34ePC1, 2.

HEEBERSRBIBRaRBRERG
&

1898A 4¢ Goach 1,2,3, 4. 95

5, Bi.... | 155
1898Ab 4¢ PC 3 4 5 6 4 2.80
2228 4¢ B Prass 1. 1 1.20
2451 NEW «:Can-iaga 1 1,20
2124 4,9¢ Buckboard 3, 1 1.08
2124a PC1,2,3 4,56...... 2| 240

1899 5¢ Meycle 1,2, 3,4

2253 5¢ Mik Wagon 1.......... 125 130
2542 5¢ Cicus Wagon 1 ..., 125 130
1900 5.2¢ Sleigh 1, 385 700

[ T ——— 135.00 145.00
19002 PC1,2.3. 4, 5.6 00

58

2254 53¢ Elevator ...
2125 5.5¢ Star Truck 4
21282 5.5¢PC 1.

2127 7.1¢ Tracier 1 -
2127a 712 PG
EWPC1...
1802 7.4¢ Baby Buggy 2 .
19028 PC 2.uuecorrvsomens
22557 6¢ Carrata 1, 2 . !
2128 8.9¢ Ambulance 1 2. 125 140

21282 83¢PC1,2. . 140
PC 3 4... . 250
2231 Amb, B Press 1.2. 350 375
2256 Whealchair 1, 2, 3 250 275
21298.5¢ Tow Truck 1 250 280
350 380

€30 700

2380 252

154,00 270.00

1600 700

2600 7

300 320

140.00 1£0.00

2257 10¢ Canal Boat 1 180 200
213010, 1¢ Oil Wagen 180 210
230a101¢PC1.2,... 230 265
21301C4¢ Red PC 2,3 255 288
1904 10.5¢ Hansom 1, 910 1120

Ly
o

T e el e v e
SRAERFERENENEEES

|9051|¢Cabnose1
19053 11gPC 1......
211 1Me Stz 1,2,3. 4
2132 12¢ Sweamer 1, 2
213Za 12¢ PC1, 2.

21301252 PC 1, 2. ...
2258 13¢ Patrol Wagon 1
225913.2¢ Coal Car 1,2

2134 14¢ keboat 1, 2, 3, 4.

226217.5¢ Rager1
2262a17.5¢ PC1...
1907 18¢ Surrey 1.,
2,568,919
3.4..

11,12, 15, 16..

‘ 6
315 33 500 | pBT0MAN

55 1. : 1895&20¢PG14
(2 14 3o | 013520 Ofiali
2.50 275 3.00 226320cCabbCar1,2 e 2
a0t 825 860 MEW 2 Ovaraltagged...... 325
255 DED 405 2264205 hmEngne1_... 325
- ' ' 2265 21¢ Rail Car 1, 2.......
250 400 450 | x15001 3 1911091,
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STAMPS 'N' STUFF WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD
TERMS: Payment with arder. Pricas subject to change without notice. U.S. postage
taken in trade at 100%. Single plate number coils available at pair price minus one
stamp. Average coils available on better items. Piease send for list.
CONDITION: Fine-Very Fine, Never hingad. if you raquire XF, add 35% to list.

[ ]
ViIZA

STAMPS ‘N’ STUFF

2700 University, Suite 204,
W. Des Moines, IA 50265

Jerry & Barb Koepp
{515) 224-1737
Phone Orders Call TOLL FREE:
=+ 1-800-999-5964

LOWEST PRICES AVAILABLE

PS3 PSS
700 100
8750 44000
2540 4500
28250 B30.00
BES 1000
370 5.50
1,500  WANT
1855  27.00
3.00 380

375 4.50
375 4.50
318 4.75
185 875
560 1500
120 4000
7.00 7.50
410 4.50
830 9%
510 7.75
50.00 70.00
4.20 4
2.80 4.28
3.50 5.50
8.00 .00
4.20 450
100 1200
425 478
70 8.00
2500 2600
49 725
.85 5.00
230 375
245 450
400 450
600 8.00

@




—
i H

}36 | The Plate Number, March 1991

——

e=w e’

Key Point:

There probably
naver wasa
pracance!
printing
showing only
Typefaca B on
PNCs.

Key Point:

BEP did not
report which
press was used
untit Dee. 19,
1988,

By the Study Group

Based on a number of questions from readers. it
may be worthwhile to analyze the importance of Kim
Cuniberti’s Page 1 article in our January issue and
Rich Nazar's time lines.

Because that issue was our biggest ever, with 24
pages, there was no room for an analysis then. Alse,
the time lines locked fine when they came out of the
compater, but after they went 1o the printer, the con-
trast barween the shading and the text made some un-
readable. Flease accept our apologies.

Adding to the difficulty was the fact that Cunibert
leaned heavily on Nazar's time lines, but the two
could not be presented together. In fact, some of Cu-
niberti's data appeared in the time fines, t00.

So what did we learn from Cuniberti and Nazar?
Quite a jot:

« For the first ime, we have a working hypothesis
of when each of the se-tenant precancels on the 17¢
Eleciric Auto was printed. [Larry G. Haynes, writing
in The United States Specialist in March and July,
1988, did ry to establish the dates, but he lacked
complete data.]

+ We have also learned that some precancels were
printed from four Typeface A mats, while others
used se-tenant pairings. The latter most likely exist-
ed in the form A-A/A-B and B-B/B-A. It is believed
that no all-B configuration was ever used.

» For the first time we have the ability to rule out
usage dates for each of the 17¢ precancels.

«We now know why some of the 1agged stamps
printed during the era of the small tagging gaps do
not exhibit tagging breaks, as in the case of Plates 5
and 6 of the 1¢ Omnibus. They were printed on Press
801, which did not use the small tagging malts.

« And, although the time lines show that the e
Handcar, the 12¢ Staniey Steamer, and the 14¢ Ice-
boal were printed on Cotrell 803, we also know why
they do not have tagging breaks. They were printad
after BEP initiated the use of a solid-scrface tagging
mat on Press 803.

« We are also able 1o understand why Plates 5 and 6
of the 4¢ Stagecoach and all four plates of the 11¢
Stutz Bearcat lack tagging breaks. They were only
printed on Press 801, which always used the solid-
surface tagging mat..

That is a lot of tying up of loose ends—and here is
how it came together ...

Mystery # 1:
Why print tagged stamps

on Cottrell Press 8037

Why did BEP use Cottrell Press 803 to print tagged
stamps, when historically it was used only to produce
precancels? One key picce of information came in
too late to be included in Cuniberti’s article. Nazar
reviewed Cottell press activity for all stamps—
including sheet stamps and booklets-—from BEP re-
ports. He did this 1o link some of the phenomena ob-

Much of what we never understood
now seems to fall neatly into place

served on PNCs with those on shest stamps and book-
lets. Bul out of this came a key observation: Cotirell
Press 801 was not used in much of 1984, as far as
can be determined from BEP reports.

[The first BEP report to indicate any press number
appeared in the report dated Dec. 19, 19835, covering
activity from June 1985, Thus, we lack dawm telling us
when a plate was sent 1o press on Press 801 or Press
803. The information we do have comes from plate-
cancelation reponis after June 1%85. Unfortunately,
some of these reporis conflict, and we have some-
tmes had to work backward, determining that a plate
was run on Press 801 because its pairing partner was.
But this may aiso mean thal a plate was min on both
Press 801 and Press 803. Cottrell Presses 802 and
804 were destroved in the BEP fire that occurred on
March 5, 1982, leaving only Press 801 and Press 303
operational.]

Nazar's determination, in Cuniberti’'s words,
“means that Press 803 was doing the majority—if not
all—of the coils until the 801 came back into use
with the production of Plates 5 and 6 of the 1¢ Omni-
bus an Jan. 23, 1985.”

[Janpary's time lines showed several coil stamps
being printed on Press 801 in August and September
of 1984. That was a computer error by Steve Esrati
and not by Nazar. All those stamps were printed on
Press 803.)

Cuniberti talked 1o Ken Lawrence about the non-
use of Press 801 (his telephone bills during the re-
search into his article were enormous). Lawrence
told Cuniberti that this could be evidence that BEP
tried to retire the Cottrell presses in 1984, but bad to
reverse that decision after the 1985 rate change for
lack of sufficient press capacity to meet production
needs.

Cuniberti then raised this question: “What tagged
stamps did BEP really have to print for which they
had existing Cottrell plates?”

He answered his own question: “The change mak-
ers (1¢, 2¢, 3¢, 4¢, 5¢), plus 14¢ and 17¢ stamps.”

An explanaton of that may be necessary. The
tagged 17¢ value was needed for the second cunce of
first-class postage. The ldg value was needed for
post cards,

Two other items were in desperate need, a 12¢ pre-
cancel, needed for the basic sort for firstclass post
cards, and the revised 8.3¢ precancels, needed for
bulk mail sorted to carrier route.

Ceniberti’s conciusicn on this is worth noting. “For
every one of these, they made B Press plates” after
the Cottrells were retired.

Lawrence later notad that the dies for the 8.3¢ Am-
bulance, 12¢ Stanley Steamer and 14¢ Iceboal were
originally made to B Press specifications but were
first used for the Cottrells when the decision to keep
them going was made. Other dies, such as the l¢
Omnibus, 2¢ Locomotive, and 4¢ Stagecoach, were
originally made for Cotirell specifications and had to
be re-engraved for B Press production.



By 1986, when there were no more Cotwells to
priat on, other new plates had to be made, including
the 3¢ Conestoga Wagon and the 17¢ Dog Sled,

But BEP had not decided as late as AMERIPEX how
it would move stamp production to the B Press, Law-
rence said.

Mystery # 2:
When were the 17¢ se-tenant

precancels printed?

Se-tenant precancels are known on pairings of
Plates 3 and 4, Plates S and 6, and Plates 5 and 7 of
the 17¢ Electric Auto.

Untl Nov. 23, 1982, all 17¢ precancels were pro-
duced using only Typeface A mats. Afier that, Type-
face B mats were introduced, bul, it is believed, that
they were used only in combination with at jeast one
Typeface A mat. It appears that no 17¢ precancels
were produced using four mats of only Typeface B.
After Feb, 3, 1984, a1l 17¢ precancels used Typeface
C exclusively.

We have only the following dates 1o press for

Plates 3 and 4:
Oct 19, 1981
Feb. 2, 1982
Dec. 19, 19283
October 1984 Typeface C
November 1984 Typeface C

By working backwards, and knowing that the A
and B mats no longer existed in Ociober 1984, the
last two press runs could use only Typeface C.

Assuming that BEP data are correct, and knowing
that Typeface B can be found only from se-tznant
strips. we might guess that the first and second print-
ing were of Typeface A and the third of the se-
tenants. That would mean that the precancel mats
were fitst used in combination for Plates 3 and 4 in
December 1983, just before three B mats and one A
mat were shaved for the test run of the tagged 5.2¢
Sleigh stamps, which we believe happened oa Jan.
13, 1934,

[It should alse be reahized that at BEP, it was of no
concern what typeface was on the mats. What mat-
tered was that the inscription was the correct one and
that the precancel mat fitted on the precanceling
press.]

From Haynes’ 1986 findings we know that the
stamps with the precancel gap at 2L and 1L had whit-
ish gum. The Line Gap, still unknown in 1986, also
has whitish gum. Haynes believed that whitish pum
was replaced by a yellowish gum in 1983,

However, the A-A run of Plates 5 and 6 took piace
in 1982 and also has whinsh gum on Gaps 2L and
1L. This causes us 1o assume that the Feb. 8, 1982,
run of Plates 3 and 4 was the run that resulted in
starmps with whitish gum.

[We do know that more than one precancel gap
could occur on the same day. Incidentally, the time
lines in the January issue show several instances of
consecutive dates to press on some values. Such
evenls probably reflect an afternoon and a night press
run starting on the same day. The night press run
could enter the books as having been completed on
the following day.].

Gerald H. Clark, Cuniberti and Tom Maeder plated
the B-A strips in 1987 {see TPN, November 1587).
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From that plating we know that the top two mats
were A-A mats and the boltom two were se-terant:

A AfA |A
A B/A|B|A B

[Clark said he and Maeder went around and around
over this, but determined that split numbers led to the
conciusion that the B mat had 1o be in the bottom
nine rows.]

Similarly, we know that the other set of mats was
mounted in this fashion:

4
. B B

! BA|B[A|BA
-

This set produced both Typeface B-B precancels
and se-tenant B-A precancels. We believe that it was
shaved prior 1o Jan. 13, 1984, But we know that this
set was never used on Plates 3 and 4, since no stamps
exist that are Typeface B-B only.

To produce both A-B and B-A stamps during the
same press run, all it took was for the presses to stop
during the run and 1o be started again with the mats
lining up elsewhere in respect ta the intaglio cylin-
der. What this means is that the mat makeup can look

either like the platz on the left or the plate on the
right

AATAJA[ATALA
BlA(B|A

This is so because what we are looking at is a flat
representation of cylinders. What matters is how the
cylinders with the precancel mats engaged the cylin-
ders with the intaglio piates.

Cuniberti 15 now convinced that a change of the
mats did not necessarily mean a change of the gap.

He bases this belief on a series of articles by Dil-
mond D. Postlewait, that began in the December
1590 issue of The United States Specialist. Postle-
wait recorded 159 different city precancels from 153
cities on 7.7¢ Saxnorn coil stamps from the Ameri-
cana Series and noted where the gap falls in reladon
to the joint line.

Postlewail’s findings show 39 cities with Gap 5R
and 20 citdes with the adjacent gap, 6R/6L. This
means more than 70% of the entire city/state precan-
cel printings were produced on two adjacent gap lo-
cations. It would appear more than a coincidence that

e

Key Point:

B Press
sleeves for 8.3¢
Ambulance,
12¢ Stanley
Steamer, and
14¢ lceboat did
not need to ba
re-engraved.
They were
originally made
far the B Press.

Key Point:

1986 report of
differing gum
calors helps
determine
printing history
of the se-lanant
pracancels.
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Key Point:

We can lzarn
more about
precancel gaps
from the lesson
of tha city
precancels cn
the7.7¢
Saxhorns and
ofher values of
the Americana
Series.

Key Point:

Ail tagged 17¢
Elactric Auto
stamps from
Piate 7 are from
& pairing with
Plate 5. The
198C calalog
was wrong.

mals could be changed without altering the plate
number/gap relationship.

In his articles, Postlewait interestingly says:

The printer is nol always consislen! in how he locks up
ihe plates on any particutar press rum. in the past | feil
the printer gave filtle Thoughl to anyihking other than mak-
ing sure all plaies wera locked in position before Ihrow-
ing the swilch fo starl printing. Aller completing my re-
search on these three coll stampg [ihe olhers are the 7.9¢
and B.4¢ coils frcm the Americana Series. ed] rolls, |
think one cauld aimosl celermine which prinier ran which
stamps and whether he mighl possibly have been lefi-
handed.

In November 1982, Plates 5 and 6 were sent to
press for the first time. In the January time lines, it
was assumed that this was a run using only Typeface
A-A with the press run in July 1983 using only Type-
face B-B. That of course was incorract because Steve
Esmad did not know that no B-B only press runs ever
tcok place, The July 1, 1983, press run used this
configuration:

= m
W W

That leaves Dec, 19, 1983 as the most likely dawe
for the press run that produced se-tenant precancels
on Plates 3 and 4.

By the time plates 5 and 7 went back to press in
February 1934, one set of mats had been shaved o
tag 5.2¢ stamnps in BEP’s test 1o see if it was possible
to print tagged stamps on Press 803, That test used
what had been three B mais and ene A mat, because
the first of two press runs of Plates 5 and 7 on Feb. 3
used three A mats and one B mat. Some of the mat
characteristics seen in the plated Plates 3 and 4 are
also found on these stamps.

[Clark noticed thai the nine mat characteristics he
found on nine rows of the B-A printing can be found
on Plates 3 throngh 7 of the 17¢ Electric Auto and
or. the 12¢ Torch of the Americana Series, which
also used Typeface B mats. All nine will be listed in
the 1991 PNC Catalog ]

The oniy other prass runs of plates 5 and 7 used
Typeface C in Decernber 1984,

Mystery #3:
How were the small

tagging mats fastened?

Finally, we leamed quite a bit about tagging breaks
from Cuniberti's Januvary article.

Let's examine the mats first as precancel mats.

To prevent any damage to the type or the horizontal
bars, fasteners hac to be at the top or bottom of an
area comparable to the size of a stamp. Sc the red
mat malerial was cut there to allow pressmen to ad-
just the fasteners.

After the type and bars were shaved off, the holes
remained. We never saw them in precanceling be-
cause only raised surfaces (type and bars) print in ty-

Row 1

Sliting
Line

Row 2

L. Courtesy Alan Thomson
When mats were originally used for precanceling,

hole (for screw) was located on slitting line to
avoid damage to lettering or horizontal bars.

pography. But when the mats were converted into
tagging mats, the holes and the breaks between the
mats left unprinted (untagged) areas. So far so good.

Alas, we are faced with two shapes, what we used
to call “clips” and what we termed “screw heads.”
According to Gene Emst's twabulations, we have
found both shapes (although not paired on the same
roll} only on one position: 3L on Plates 2 and 6 of the
2¢ Locomotive. {According to our studies (see “Un-
raveling the mystery of the 2¢ Locomotive.” TPN,
July 1584), Plaies 2 and 6 went to press twice with
only the press run of Jan. 14, 1985, resulting in 1ag-
ging breaks.] In every other position. we have found
either one type of fastener or the other.

This leads to the conclusion that even when the
same basic stamp has been found with both types of
fastener shapes, they were not on press at the same
time. [

Understanding
A-B precancels

By Kim Cuniberti

All A-B and B-A se-tenants were the result of one
odd mat out of the four. We know this from two piec-
es of evidence.

» Each se-tenant precancel gap has a non-se-tenant
counterpart because of this 3:1 relationship:

Plain 34 A-A 4R
Se-wcnamt 34 B-A 4R
Plain 37 A-A 4R
Se-tenam 57 A-B 4R
Plain 57 A-A SR
Se-tenant 57 A-B SR
Plain 56 A-A SR
Se-tenant 5.6 B-A 5R
Plain 5.6 B-B 4R
Se-tenant 56 A-B 4R
Plain 55 B-B IL
Se-tenant 5.6 B-A 1L



Plain 56 B-B In
Se-tenant 56 B-A In
Plain 34 A-A SR
Se-tenant 34 A-B 5R

+ Most of these counterpart relationships have been confirmed
by the finders: Rolls of each in the same locaticn in the same flat
or box.

One without such proof is Plates 3 and 4 with Typeface A-B
and the precancel gap at 5R. Typeface A-A with the gap at 5R
was known long before and was not found with the Typeface A-
B. indicating that the early A-A 5R rolls were probably printed
from four A mats.

The se-tenant rell of A-B with the gap at SR was a solo find
much later.

With Plates 3 and 4, Typeface B-A, Gap 4R being known to be
the product of three A and one B mat, the odds are that the jate
find was, too (see findings in conclusion of article by Cuniberti
starting on Page 40.)

Although it would appear perfect for the three B and one A
mats or three A mats and one B mat to exist as a result of an ac-
cidental flip-fiop, the fact is that the one B mat (which will be te-
ferred to hereafter as Bl for simplicity) plated by Gerald H.
Clark, Tom Maeder, and myself is also seen on some of the
stamps from Plates 5 and 6, Typeface B-A, gaps at 1L and Line
Gap. This proves that the mats we mixed around more than in
one flip-fiop, otherwise this B mat would never be seen with any
other B mats (Plates 5 and 6, Typeface B-B and B-A with the
gaps at 1L and Line Gap being the product of three B mats and
one A mat).

I have Plates 5 ard 6, B-A, Line Gap, with the B mat showing
the same characteristics as Row 13 of Plates 3 and 4. | also have
Plates 5 and 6 B-A, 1L, with those of Row 14. I cannot deter-
tine whether my A mats are the same as on Plates 3 and 4,

Were the se-tenants always in Rows 10 to 18 as on Plates 3
and 4, B-A, 4R7 As prolific as the 17¢ Autos were for numbers
on top, there are no Typeface B-B with the number on 1op. We
know of no A-B or B-A strip with the number on 10p. A.S. Ci-
bulskas saié¢ he had ro record of such 2 swip’s existence. (A 1y-
pographical error in the 1990 PNC Catalog erroneously listed a
no-number strip on Page 63.)

To answer those wondering why Plates 5 and 6, B-A, 1L could
not be the counterpart product of Plates S and 6 A-A 11, instead
of Plates 5 and 6, B-B, 1L I found Plates 5 and 6, A-A, 1L, and
was able 10 examine the entirz flat of 50 rolls of 500. There were
no B-A se-tenants.

Also, Plates 5 and 6, A-A, 1L, 2L had that unusval heavy
bluish cast, unlike any other 17¢ Auatos, The stamps from Plates
5and 6, B-A, 1L, all lack this bluishness.

It might be interesting and useful if all the finders of 17¢ Aulos
could provide information (to the best of their recollection) as to
what size rolls they found precancels in. Plates 3 and 4, B-A, 4R,
for example, was only in rolls of 500. Plates 5 and 7, A-B, 5R,
was in both 500s and 3,000s. Although Dr. Robert Rabinowitz’
roll of Plates 3 and 4, A-B, SR, was a 3,000, the Plates 3 and 4,
A-A, 5-R was only ir 500s, no doubt from an earlier printing.

So could the counterpart to Dr. Rabinowitz' 1oll have been
something else? There is no proof, We must rely on Plates 3 and
4, B-A, 4R, for a parallel. (]

Contributors to “e=mc?" included Kim Cuniberti,
Gerald H. Clark, Eugene R. Ernst, Stephen G. Esra-
ti, Ken Lawrence, Richard Nazar, Dr. Robert Rabi-
nowitz, and Alan Thomson.

—
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17¢ se-tenant precancels
come into clearer focus

Date Plates Lomment
JUNE 81 17T3/4 Tagged
07/14/81 17T5/6 Tagged
10/19/81 1TT3P/AP A-A*
02/08/82 17T3P/4P A-A*

* These printings produced Gaps 6L/6R, 5L, 4L, 2L, IL, Line Gap, and 5R. In
one of these printin .GIEIZL. IL, and Line Gaps were printed, All three have 2
whitish (See E:rry . Haynes, “The 17¢ ic Car Presorted First-Class
Coil,” United States Specialist, March 1986). Because the whitish gum is also
found on Gaps 1L and 2L of Plates 5 and 6, printed in 1982, we believe the whit-
ish gum is from the Feb. 8, 1982, printing. All ather 178 {cxcept masred iems)
have yellowish gum.

03/05/82 Fire at BEP destroys Presses
802 and 804. Earliest possible
date for se-lenant precancels.

11/23/82 17T5P/6P A-A (Gap 2L, 1L)*

* Both have whitith gum.

07/01/83 17T5P/6P BTEB

17T5Pe-4R, 17T5Pa-iL, all 17T5Pb, all 17TS5Pab, =il

17T5Pba, 17T6Pa-4R, 17T6Pa-1L, all 17T6Pb, 17TéPab, and Bl A
17T6Pba. All have yeilowish gum.

12/19/83 17T3PMP
All 34 se-tenant precancels and 17T3Pa<dR, 17T3Pa-5R, | A | A
17T3Pab-5R, 17T3Pba<R, 17T4Pa-4R, 17T4Pa-5R, 17T4Pab- —
SR, and 17T4Pbs-4R. AD have yellowish gum. A|B

01/13/84 Precancel mais (three Bs and
one A) are shaved 1o use as
lagging mats.

02/03/84 17TT5P/7P Last use of three A mats and
one B mat. Run printed:
17T5Pa«4R, 1TT5Ps-5R, 17T5Pab4R,
17T5Pab-5R, 17TTM-4R, 17T7Ps-5R,
17T7Pab-4R, and 17T7Pab-5R. (Origi-
nal BEP report said this run used Flates
5 and 6. This was later comrested 1o say
Plates 5 and 7. This may be when Piat=
6 was damaged.)

02/10/84 i7TT7 Tagged. Pairing not reported,
but probably with Plate 5.

OCT 84 17T3PAP Type C-C (Gap Ln, 1R)

NOV 84 17T3P/4P Type C-C (Gap 4L, 3L)

Gap 4L printed on Typel and Type II paper.

12/05/84 17T5P1P Type C-C

12/11/84 17T57 Tagged

01/07/85 17T3/4 Tagged. Type I Paper

01/09/85 17T12 Tagged. Type I Paper

08/09/85 17T3/4 Tagged. Type1 Paper

08/23/85 17T1PA2P Type C-C
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17T5Pba-5R The gap that doesn’t fit! Or does it?

17T6Pbha-SR

Bv Kim Cuniberti

Being a gap collector, the one undying

question I always hear is: “Why collect
gaps?”
. Like anything else in this habby, I sug-
gest that you don’t do it if it doesn’t inter-
est you, but there might just be merit in
paying close atiention to what the paps
can tell us. The 17¢ Electric Auto from
Plates 5 and 6 in typeface A-A and B-A
with the gaps at 5R is a good case in
peint. (From here on, we'll call these “5/
8, A-A, B-A, 5R.™)

In the chart on Page 40 that shows the
various pairings of the se-lenant mats
with their non-se-tenant parmers, it may
not be apparent that there is one pairing
thal docs not have a neat niche in which it
fits: 5/6, B-A, A-A, SR.

When the first se-tenant combination
was printed, it was with the second print-
ing of Plates 5 and 6 on july 1, 1983. The
combination of three B mats and one A
mat created all the variations of Plates 5
and 6; Gap 1L, Lire Gap, and 4R. But not
Gap 5R. Gap 5R was the product of three
A mats and one B mat. Fer it 1o have been
part of this July 1 printing, pressmen
would have had to stop the press, Temove
the two B mats, replace them with two A
mats, and then complete the press run.
Possible? Certainly.

Likely? Not very.

My speculation on its not being very
likely is that T don’t believe the pressmen
cared 100 much about the condition of the
mats as long as they got the precanceling
done. I look at how long they ran the
damaged mats for the 4.9¢ Buckboard
that produced the “double gaps” (long
cnough to praduce all three gaps on Plates
1 and 2 and four of the seven on Plates 5
and 6). This mat crack ran through four
rows, producing breaks of more than
2mm. Of all the strips 1 have seen of the
17¢ with gaps at IL, Line, and 4R on
Plates 5 and 6, I've sean no evidence of
any defect. That doesn’'t rule out that
something devastating might have hap-
pened while the press was swopped, but
that also seems unlikely.

If the B-A 5R wasn't printed on July 1,
thern when could it have been printed?
The logical argument is that this was the
last date Plates 5 and 6 went 1o press. The
word “logical” should raise a red flag in
our consciousness at this point. If we
have learned anything at all since PNCs
were born in 1981, it is that BEP can defy
the use of that word.

So what is missing that may hold the an-
swer as to when the Gap at SR was print-
ed? Not as much as one might think, but
it will help to keep a perspective on the
ward “logical.”

Cn Feh, 3, 1984, Plates 5 and 7 went to
press to produce the A-B 4R and 5R gaps
(along with A-A 4R and 5R). We have al-
ready dednced this easily since this is the
only way Plates 5 and 7 exisled when first
precanceled (the other way was much lat-
er and used typeface C mats). The one
forgotten point about the BEP report about
this printing was that it originaily stated
that Plates 5 and 6 had been paired, not 5
and 7. A month or so later, BEP corrected
the report to say Plates 5 and 7 had been
paired. And, since then, we have won-
dered what ever happened 1o Plate 6.

[ believe that the first “erraneons’ report
partly revealed the fate of Plate 6. I be-
lieve, in fact, that the first report was the
ruth, The Feb. 3 run did begin with
Plates 5 and 6. During the early stages of
the press run, something happened to
Plate 6. (Sorry, I can't tell you what, If
we want to pay $3,000 for copies of all
the press logs as required by BEP in re-
sponse to Richard Nazar's Freedom of In-
formation Act request, then perhaps we
might, assuming BEP still has the logs
going back that far.)

Plate 6 was replaced by Plate 7, and the
press run was completed.

We all know that a short run of fewer
than 20,000 impressions is shredded (re-
member the 3.4¢ School Bus from Plates
4 and 67), but in this instance, large quan-
tties of Plates 5 and 6 with precancels al-
ready existed from previous press runs, so
there was no reason |0 destroy any
amcunt of an ill-fated ren from Plates 5
and 6, no matter how small.

An interesting speculation to be sure,

but what supporting evidence exists? The
table below waces some of the differences
and similarities of the 17¢ precancel
printings from Nov. 23, 1982, w Feb. 3,
1984,

It should be noted that there is not a dra-
matic difference between yellowish and
pale yellow gam. It is noticeable, but may
not be significant. It could be variations
of color that are typical in a roll of paper.
White gum, however, appears sig-
nificantly different. It may acmaily be
translucent.

As | have discovered with any research,
the tendency of the search for answers 1o
spawn additonal questions, some of
which may not be immediately answera-
bie, is more than likely 1o occur, The Gap
3R on Plates 5 and 6 A-A and B-A is no
exception. It is not clear, however, how
these questions or their answers may ulti-
mately affect this theory.

Here are the related questions and ob-
servations:

» Does the yellowish gum on the earlier
examples of Plates 5/6 A-A 5R signify a
different roll of paper or does it show that
the color of the gum at that time could
vary from pale yellow wo more yellow?
Could it mean, even thoungh highly unlike-
ly, that the 5R was printed twice?

* My examples of Plates 3/6 B-A 5R
from the first known toll with cut num-
bers show characteristics in the B mat
(B1) idemifying it as the same as Row 16
of the B-A printing of Plates 3 and 4 with
the gap at 4R as plated by Jerry Clark and
Tom Maeder (sez TPN, November 1587).
My examples of the later find of Plates 5 /
6 B-A 5R with the numbers 100% on top
surpnsingly show characteristics from
wwa different rows, neither of which is
conclusively the same as any of the 3/4
B-A 4R rows. (Previously is was believed

Z=jumbo 500, 45mm diameter

I=fike x only "PRECANCELLED" al 10p or bottom af labal
y=jumbao 3,000, 98mm diameter

Kotes:

Comgf.riaons of stamp characteristics
1 m Roll

Plata  Mat iabal Labsl
No. ype Gsd Date color (1] siyle color
58 ARRA 2L 1L 11ras2 white 500 T many
3,000 y black
55 BABA 1L n 07/01/83 pale yelow 3,000° v tue
4R yolowish .
34 MAAD 4F [BA) 12n9/83 pale valow 500 x [+ 7]
5K [AB) yehowish 3,000 L Hack
56 AAAR SR 02/0/847 pala yelow} 3,000 w black
57 AAAB 4R, 5R D20VB4 palo yelow 2,000 w black
500 {5A) xt bive, black, prie
Labal styhe codes:

x=38mm diameter; smal “PRECANCELLED" betwaon "siamps” and “$85

v=d3mm diameter; smal "Presoried First Ciass”; big “PRECANCELED"

*5 & B-B 4R was found in rells of 3,000; A-8 4R was in rolls of 500; no labels
1 some of the earliest examples o A-A 5R hava yellowish gum




that Dr. Robert Rabinawitz® roll of number on 10p was
the only other example of 5/6 B-A 5R, but my strip in-
dicates that at least one other number-on-1op roll ex-
ists or existed to yield at least one strip). In Clark’s
plating of the 3/4 B-A 4R rows 15, 17, and 18 had
only the shapes of the ends of the precancel bars of the
A mat to distinguish them. Mat wear could certainly
obliterate these characteristics. The ends of the bars on
my cut-number examples of Row 16 are different
from the one on the 3/4 B-A 4R (The hole in the “D”
is the surviving clear feature.) If 1 were pressed, 1
would say my number-on-top strip with the number
closest to the top edge could be Row 15, and the oth-
ers with the numbers more clear of the top edge could
be from Row 18. This would also follow the patern of
the 3/4 B-A 4-R web that saw tha numbers get lower
and lower until they got to be partly on top as they got
further down the web.

« While looking for confirmation of this same B mat,
1 was also able 10 identify it on 3/4 A-B 4R Row 14
thanks to an off-gap sent to me by Bob Rabinowitz. |
have also identified this same mat on many examples
of 5/6 B-A 1L and Line Gap. But here is a shocker. |
have aiso identified it on 5/6 B-B 1L! How could this
same mat be paired both with an A mat and with a B
mat on the same gap? (Unless someone can produce a
B-A 1L or Line Gap strip with mat characleristics
pther than those for the B1 mat, then it would appear
that a portio9n of the July 1, 1983, printing might have
been from four B mats.) Obviously it can’t without
changing the mais during a press run and then continu-
ing the printing, or a differant printing, but we lack
enough different press dates to account for so many
mal types and combinations. Changing the mat seems
the most Likely, but why? If the pressmen did it on this
run, then on how many others? Perhaps the statistical
implications of Dilmend Postlewait’s gaps on the 7.7¢
Saxhorn can be applied here. If the repetition of the
same gap so many times indicates that the pressmen
could change city precancel mats without aitering the
gap, then they certainly could do the same thing on the
5/6 B-B, B-A 1L. Perhaps they did it to clean the malts
during an extensive run.

Again more guestions seem to come up than an-
swers, but such is the natere of speculative PNCing.

Any observations and input, as always, are solicited
and appreciated. [

2 The catalog price -."‘1
is just the beginning

When you order PNCs from me at the 1990 cata-
log price, you get a VF stiip. But that's not what
you pay. | give 25% discounts on orders of more
than $100 {15% on $50). | throw In another 5% For
mambers of PNC3. | don't charge for postage.

This month, any order over $50 gets a free copy
of the 8.5¢ “Flying Flashtight” (catalog value $10.}

I carry almost all PNGs, Induding many of the va~
rletles. | aiso have FDCs, (But I do charge 25% more
for XF strips.)

Send me wyour want tist. Vll compute the dls-
counts, etc, You'll be pleased that you did.

Steve Esratl
P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 42120
(216) 561-9393 )

i i
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Row 1
Key Point:

Rew 2
Mat fasteners

Row 3 are on the
edges of the
912 mat where

Row 4 they cotidn't
Interfera with
the precancel

Row 5 that was there
before shaving.

Row 6

Rew 7

Rew 8

Row 8

Row 10

Fow 11 Key Point;
Mat fastenars

Row 12 canbe “scraw
heads" or
“clips.” They

Row 13 are sean as
untagged areas

Row 14 on tagged
stamps.

Row 15

Row 16

Row 17

Row 18

Courtesy Alan Thomson
FASTENER LOCATIONS—Dots represent holes in edges of mats for
"clips* or "screws." Dark lines are tha edges of the four 9x12 mats. The
locations were cerivad from a partial plaling by Kim Cuniberti of 5T3/
5T4, tagging break 3L. The ralio of fastenars to vertical bars {causad by
the vertical edge of the mat) is 2:1. There are 12 rows that show a las-
tener at top or bottom and & rows that show only a varticai bar break.
("Scraws* and "clips* are interchangeable. "Screws* depicted.)

Lightning hits Koepps twice with 18¢ Flag 6

When Jerry and Barb Koepp bought their second hoard of commercial
covers, all mailed between 1981 and 1983, they couldn’t resist going on a
treasure hunt among some of the sealed boxes of 1981 covers.

One of the first major finds was a cover bearing the rare 18¢ Flag from
Plate 6 with a postmark of Oct. 3, 1981. That made it 2 naw EK1 {earlicst
known usage).

But only a few weeks later, the Koepps found an identical date on another
1BF6. They 're auctioning it off along with other finds. O3
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25¢ FLAG 10,000
(Over Yosemite) %
20-COILS

(Item No. 7727}

SERINS 1988

PRESS B

BOX LABEL—USPS notes B Prass
orinting on phosphored paper {"P"} on
this label from a box of 20 rolls of
10,000 of the 25¢ Yosamita.

Courtesy David Barrie-L1Vergne

Imperforate 4¢
Steam Carriages
show up early

The 4¢ Steam Carriage was to be placed
on sale at Tucson, Ariz., on Jan, 25 and
one day later at post offices throughout
the United States.

But on Jan. 24 a philatelic clerk in Tex-
as mistakenly placed them on sale.

A customer openad a roll to look for the
plate number and found part of the roll o
be imperforate. He bought the roll and
kept quiet.

Later, when he got bome, he found he
had three imperforate numbered strips of
five plus about 130 stamps from the scrap
between plate numbers.

He got on the phone to several 1.8,
dealers in PNCs and offered two numbered
stzips and the scrap for abourt $2,500.

When he went back to the post office
with more money to buy more rolls, the
philatelic clerk told him that another cus-
tomer had noticed the imperforates and
had told the philatelic clerk, who immedi-
ately reclaimed the roll and turned it in
for destruction.

It is not known whether any of the con-
tacted dealers bought the imperfs. If any-
one did, you may expect to find FDCs with
imperforats Steam Carriages.

Making dealers wary about the price
was Lhe possibility that imperfs could
prove common once the coil stamp was
placed on general sale. [
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Vertical tagging breaks

TAGGING BREAKS—Plain break {B), lelt, has unlagged siripe. Some stamps, de-
pending on row, shaw haif of what laoks like a screw head {S), middle, at top {t) or
bottem {b). Still others, right, show portion of what looks like a clip (C) at top or
bottem. The char balow, based on work by Eugene R. Ernst, shows position by
stamp, nof perforation. The chart was updated to Feb. 1, 15%1.

Tagging breaks on Cottrell Press PNCs

] T W 1 W

PS/5 —> [ T 2L [iL iR | 2R ]

Notes to above chart Breaks on overall-tagged
B means only a bar break has been stamps
seen. Clips and screw heads also show  (gnly on rolls whera tha tagging break is

bar . canstant and does not ‘walk’)

Clip and screw locations: t=top;

b=bottom . .

17T4 3R found used as a PS/4. STIRICW) - 2R gyjses amicle on
All positions are given by stamp, not by 4T1X 9L (unpaired); 10R/
perforation. 1L 1s the stamp with the 14L IFR/IBL‘ 12R/
plate mumber. 2L '

This chart developed and updated by 5T1Y 7L, 6L, SL, 4L. (),
Eugene R. Emst. SPleas&:Nreponcgaw SR

finds w him at 15522 indy ve, 15T2i 11L, 9L. 6L. (M, 7L
Houston, TX 77095. Pleasc include a P IRMESRSR oy
diagram showing how you count posi- .

tion. For a free conversion chart to per- 20T2Xi 1ZL/R

foration numbering, please write Emst. 51T1 121, 11L

“W*" indicates that a “walking” tagging
break has also been reported. is
means a break can be found on ail posi-
tions.

Junction of four mats
{seen as a harizontal break PLUS a

verticai break) A question mark indicates that the re-
ported position has not been confirmed,
2T2/6 2L 4L . :
2T8 3L Untagged horizontal stripe
2T8/10 2L across top or bottom of stamp:
ST1/2 5R
5T3/4 1L AL 4TIRi Top (see article on
17T1/2 2L Page 47)
17T3/4 2L 3L STIY Top, botiom (see arti-
Junctions may be seen in Rows 9 or 10 cle on Page 34)
L. 15T2i Top
Clip in center of stamp $1TI Top, bottom

17T3/4 2L Ermst welcomes new reports.



Which plate has
‘the oil drop’?

In the Jannary 1987
issue of this joumnal,
Eugene Y. Liz com-
plained about the no-
menclature used 1w de-
scribe the stamps in a
PNC strip.

. Liu said, “We coliect
plate numbers, and we should use the
plate number as our basis, not the obso-
lete joint line.”

That would make the stamp to the right
of the joint line in a strip off the Cottrell
Presses have the plate number of that
plate and be 12L on that plate.

Ta illastrate, we know of a variety we
call a blue dot over the “E” of Electric” at
1R on a strip showing the plate number 6
on the 17¢ Electric ASuto.

We know that same variefy on suips
showing the plate number 7.

That's because Plates 6 and 7 were both
paired with Plate 5. The variety is actual-
ly on Plate 5, not on either of the plates it
was paired with.

‘Which brings us to a variety found on
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Plale Elate
1 B.C 7
1 g*, C* 7i
2 AB 8
2 B~ G, 0" 8i
3 ABC 9
3 g C~ D 9i
4 A8C 10i
5 A i
5i A 13i
6i A 14i
15i

25¢ Flag over Yosemite
Roll sizes

Key Kev o roll size

Rolls of 100
Rolls of 500
Rolls of
3,000

Roils of
10,000
Phosphoted
*P* on iabel
Unreported

o

oo m
-
3
*
e ] oo

Pt e e "l e e S e e o

LAST UPDATE—This is the final chart on 25¢ Yosemita roli sizes. No one has baen
abla to confirm that the tabels on the phosphorad Plate 3 in rolls of 10,000 have a
“P" on them. Al this late date, we may nevaer know. Alan Thomson still suspacts
that they do (or did). Chart from Alan Thomson.

variety has been dubbed “the oil drop”
and is listed in the 1990 PNC Catalog as
17T7V1. Plate 7 was paired only with
Plate 5, but Plate 5 was also paired with
Plate 6.

Therefore, in theory at least, the oil drop
should also show op on swips from Plate
6. TPN is unaware of any reports of the
variety on Plate 6 strips, but such strips
should exist.

In view of the increasing scarcity of
tagged strips from Plate 6, now is the time
1o examine all such strips.

It is equaily important to examine pre-
canceled strips that were paired with Plate
7. The oil drop should show up on some
of them. (And if not, can anyone figure
out why not?)

Please address reports of finds—if
any—to TPN.O

strips showing the plate number 7. The

TAGGING ANOMALIES
BuyING

ERRORS,
FREAKS,

ITIES

4¢ Stage #1 Overall tag

Tagging breaks
3L 2L 1L 1R; 2R PS5 ea.$10.00
Set of all 26 diff. ‘walking’ breaks $200.00
{each shows plate number and break)

5.2¢ Sleigh #1, 2
Untagged bar across top PSS ea. $35.00

15¢ Tug # 2

Untagged bar across top PS5 ea. $14.00

Imperforates, Colors omitted,
Perf shifts, Color shifts,
Miscuts, etc.

MONTCLAIR

4¢ Stage #1 Overall tag
Untagged bar across top PS5 ea. $19.00
Same, with tagging break PCR

F-VF; VF-XF +20%; XF-5 +40%

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz

37 Stanwick Place
@B =

STANP CO.

(215) 728-7836

P.0. Box 38 Cheltenham, Pa. 19012
Member: APS, BIA, PF

Stamford CT 06905
(203) 325-2312
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What look like ghost numbers
found on Fire Pumpers 15, 16

H. Harry Mueggenburg has found what
appear to be ghost plale numbers on
Plates 15 and 16 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper.
The ghosts are about lmm above the sec-
ond digits and are zeroes that lean slightty
10 the left.

The ghost plate numbers can be seen
only under shortwave UV Kght.

They are the first ghost plate numbers
found on PNCs. Ghost plate nnmbers have
been found on many other U.S. stamps
printed in sheets. But in most of those
cases, the number was a full five-digit
plate number in which only the last digit
was different from the plate number seen
in the plate block. More importantly, they
could be seen in daylight in the same col-
or as the intended plate number.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz explained such
ghosts by saying ink from the paired sheet
was picked up on the tagging cylinder and
ransferred to the next sheet printed. That
explains why only the last digit was af-

b

GHOST—What lacks like a slanted zero
shows up as an untagged “number” just
above tha piate number on this 20¢ Fire
Pumper. The cause is unknown,

fected and why it was usually the next
preceding or following number.

But if that phenomenon would have
happened on PNCs, we would see red 155
on Plate 16 and red 16s on Plate 15, nota
purple (untagged) zerc.

The ghost numbers found by Mueggen-
burg may be caused by almost anything
that could have been impressed into the
tagging mat, such as a ol.

Mueggenburg, however, asks collectors
to check their holdings to see if they can
find anything similar. You may write him
in care of TPN. T

UPDATE: New stamps and corrections

New stamps

4TIRi—4¢ Siagecoach, overall tagging. Tag-
ging breaks 21 Also "walking™ agging break that
maves across entire roll. See article by Alsn
Thomson in this issue. (Dr. Rabinowiz, A.S, Ci-
bulskas)

4T1X--4¢ Steam Carriage, Plate 1, issued Jan.
25 in Tucson, Ariz. Tagging break on perfs at 5L.
(Scott Smith), Tagging bresks at 6R/18L (Nazar,
roil of 3,000); 10R/14L (Thomson); }1R/13L (Es-
rat); 12R/12L(Cuniberti)

4T1X—4¢ Steam Camiage, imperforate, placed
on sale in Texas on Jan. 24,

$.3T5P4R and 9.3T6P-4R—9.32 Mail Wagon,
Plates 5 and 6, precancel gap at 4R. (Cuniberti)

9.3TSP-1L—8.3¢ Mail Wagon, Plat= 5, used
single, precancei gap at 1L. (Youngbiood)

20T 2Xi—Plate 2 of the 20¢ Cable Car, off the
C Press. Oversll tagging. Previously reported in
roils of 100. New in large roils (probably 500t} in
USPS vending machines in Scottsdale, Ariz.
(Hoppis)

29U1111—29¢ “F' Tulip, sleeves 1, 1, 1, 1.
Rolis of 100, Jan. 24. (Denason). Roils of 500, Jan
25. (Haake). Rolls of 3,000, Jan. 28. (Koepp)

29U1111—29¢ "F" Tulip, sleeves 1, 1, 1,
1.Imperforate. (Haake}

2901211—29¢ “F" Tulip, sheeves 1. 2, 1, 1
Rolls of 500. Jan. 28. (Koepp). Rolls of 3,000,
Feb. 2. (Koepp)

29U1222—29¢ “F’ Tulip, sleeves 1, 2, 2, 2.
Roils of 100, Jan. 23. (Cuniberti). Rolls of 500,
Jan, 28. (Kocpp). Rolls of 3,000, Jan. 25. (Haake)

29U2211--29¢ “F* Tulip, sleaves 2, 2, 1, 1.
Size unknown. Somewhere n California. {(Rose)

2902222 29¢ “F" Tulip, sleaves 2, 2, 2, 2.
Rolls of 100, Jan. 23. (Potkewitz).

29U2222—29¢ "F’ Tulip, sleeves 2, 2, 2, 2. Im-
perforate, {Godin)

Corrections to TPN
Pages 11-15—Time Lines should not have in-

ciuded boxes saying “Probably Type B" zince no
all-Typeface B precancel mats are believed ever
10 have besa used. Corrected time lines for all 17¢
precancels may be found in this issue.

Page 22— The discussion of the 5.9¢ Bicycle
(“Mystery stays unsolved™), should not have said
that joint lines move, It is the paper (and the per-
forations) that appear lo move in relation lo the
joiny line.

Corrections to 1990 Catalog

Page 37—The second press run for 17T7 on 12/
11/84 was paired with Plate 5, not with Flue 6,

Page 63 — No A-B precancel without a number
has been found.

Haake finds cracks;

so does Rabinowitz

Al Haake found an “anchor line” and an
*anchor line continuation™ at 18L on sev-
eral rolls of 500 of the untagged 15¢ Tug-
boat from Plate 2.

In additon, Dr. Robert Rabinowitz
found a constant plate variety, a blob left
of the left wheel, on rolls of 3,000 of the
4¢ Stagecoach with overall tagging,

Both varieties will be illustrated in the
next edition of The Plate Number (]

VARIETIES
1 CARRY a fairly full stock of most of the constant plate
varialigs found in the 1990 Plate Number Coil Cata-
log. They are pricad at the catalog price. Amonp the
gems ara the 3-row crack on the 3¢ Conestoga. All
three sirips: $75. Steve Esrall, POB 2013C, Shaker
Helghts, OH 44120

ADLETS

Classified ads are 15 cents a
word. There i no charge for

your address. Membera of
PNC?® are entltled 1o one FAEE
25-word adlet each yeaar.

BEAUTIFUL HAND-COLCRED PNC FDCsl Gener-
ous volume discount for TPN subscrbers; lor dist,
SASE to: Anagram, 6301 Poindexier Lane, Rockvile
MD 20852 (2-51)

MY PNC3a AND &= for your PNC5s, SCVISCV.
Plonse sond your list for my 6st. | need the harsd-to-
get issups. Marsden, 35261 Beach Rd., Capistrano
Esach, CA 82624, {PNC3-2)

PRECURSOCR “Lightning Ball® on Plale 10, 182 Sur-
1ey. Shows only & small part cf later plate crack
Avg.-F only. $16. Bax L, The Plate Numbat. (2-81)

BUYING-SELLING PNC strips tes, five. Special
prices. Send SASE for buy or sall lisl. Reuben Kigin,
4750 S. Ocean B8hwd,, Hightand Beach, FL 33487-
5312. (1-92)

PNC FOC LIST: SABE 1o APNC, 6301 Poindexter,
Rockvilla, MD 20852. {5-81)

Yr'rvr UNSURPASSED OPPORTUNITIES! #rirr

23 F-VF, NH diffarent PNCS strips. Catalog over $67
for face value 514.60 pius $1.95 posiage & handling.
LimHt one. Wide solaction on PNC5 prca list List 20¢
stamg. Robert Barker, P.O. Box 888063, Dunwoody,
GA 30356. (491

WANTED Commercial cover within 18¢ rate pariod
with 17¢ Auto PNC paying 2nd oz. +. Also need
Souvenir Page with 25¢ Yosemte PNC. Wil buy/
trade. doann Lenz, 37211 Alpar Dr., Slerling Heighis,
Wt 48312-2203. (PNC3-2)

WANTED 25¢ Yosemile Plale #6. Commercial covars
wanted. Clean covers, saund stemp tied by postmark
Any slate axcept FL, GA, VA, PA, NY. Bend #ist and
asking price Ic Ed Gould, 707 Alcala Ave., Lahigh
Aoses, FL 30836, (PNC3- 2)

#2280, 25¢ Yosemile, misparfec P5/5, Plate 3 pre-
phesphored $35. EFO price list with order of 75¢
posiaga. Moniclar Stamp Co., P.C. Box 38, Chelten-
ham, FA 18012, (2-21)

% 18¢ FLAG, PLATE 1, PS/5, XF
For sale at price of VF sirip. 1980 calalog price i
$500, Spocial, XF only $475, postpaid. PLUS free
Heseline 1 if you menticn this ad. Esrati, PO Box
20130, Shaker Heights, CH 44126, Phone (216) 561-
993, (2-91)

ALL BACK ISSUES of TPN are availadle. Prices cif-
far according to photocopying costs. Send #10 SASE
for m complate list with descriptions of major articles.
P.Q. Bex 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (2-91)

JOIN THE CLUB, join PNC3. Monthly newsletter, auc-
tions, regicnal mestings. For details, write Gene C.
Trinks, 3603 Rellows CL.. Troy, MI 43083.(2-01)

SUBSCRIBE, DONT MISS OUT—FDCe and new
sifipg by subscriptions: With a whole balch of naw
stamps due at the rate change, you may subscribe
lor mint P&/Gs or for AnCraft, House ol Famam and
Anmaster FDCs $25 deposit. Farnams §§ each, oth-
ers $4. Sand wanl list for quates on older FDCs. Es-
tati, PC Box 20130, Shaker Heights OH 44120-0130.

& FuL SERIFHONEYBEE ded
Untruneated Plate 1, PNC Catalog No. 25M1, XF
strips of 8. $20. Richard Nazar, 34 Nottingham Way,
Somersat, NJ 63873. (2-91)
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Stamps 'n’ Stuff Mail Bid Sale
of PNC Commetcial Covars, FDCs, Rare Autopost Covers and Othser Modern U.S. Postal History
The scarcest PNC Material ever offared! Some one-of-a-kind rerities!
Closing Date: Thursday, March 28, 1991. No bide will be accepted afler 6 p.m. {(Central time)
Bid To!l Free: (800) 999-5964
Lot Scott Description Est. | Lot Scott Description Est. | Lot Scolt Description Est. | Lot Seott Description Est
FLAG COLL STAMPS 43 1§95 20¢ Flag, No. 1-9, sll sl 80 1907  18¢ Sarrcy, No. 1, 8/26/81, 98 1507 134 Sizrey, No. 3, 680/81,

1 1891 18 Flag, mo 4, 47981, ELV B srmsssosrrssssmssse s [ [T e — | 1 Hlemv...o %100
MDeny. Very early use....... 520 | 44 1895 20¢ Flag, No. 1-9, ull #10 81 1907 18¢ Sumrey, No. 1, 82981, 99 197 13¢ Swrey, No. 3, 920081,

2 1891 Swmme.double canceicd — i HOaw .. R | PMSC, 10 env PP R, port

31891 1s¢nu.ma.‘m1m..._:5 45 1898 mn{’l:. Ne. 10-14, all £ 1907 14y Surrey, No. 1, 91581, zicks design. wsssemnss 125

4 1891 18 . no 4, 5181, B v

189 ! ¢ Fiag, /181, PP 10146 2280 2S¢ Plag. Na. & ipropos- #0eav 131100 1507 18¢ Surrey. No. 4, ﬁﬂml.
25 §1 1907  13¢ Sumey, No. 1, wile ENP, M1l env. e

5 1891 18¢ Flag, No I, 429/81, phord) e Americana  white  papec 101 1907 13¢ Sucy, No. 4, 61,

ENP, #10 env TRANSPORTATION SERIES (= mcreaxc), 320081, iy Pt T

Enrliest use knows of any PNC. Only exsmpie | 47 1897A 2; Looomotive, No. 8, 5.7 Lo R 102 1907 18¢ 5 No. 4 mmfm

known. Ps3, # L, SE L, maile's 8 1907 I8¢ Surey, No. 2, 124 or cuncelbits pla . T

5 1891 18 Elag, Ne. 1,5/281,5C.... 50 permit postnark, £ov amall AL ENBSC 45 | 103 1907 1Brn ™

T 1891 18e Flag, No. 1, 3271 , inkies botiom 9 las 107 180 Sumoy, No. 2, 68120 PMSC, very [0t foing.onvr- 125
[0 T P ——— ~40 148 1897A 2¢ Locomotive, No B, w/ 8% 1907 1S -N 2, &A1 s ¥e1y It faking ... |

§ 18H  1Bs Flag, No. 1, 5271, | 2t Trumam, 117287 .ooeveeecees 20 Pﬁcm’m&ml. g 104 1907 13¢ Surmy, No 4, 624781,
PMSCoer— oo 75 1 49 1898 3¢ Handear, No 2, w/22s , ey oo ... 100

9 1891 1B¢ Flag, No 1. GO, Seasholl, 4488 - . “m YT 105 1907  18¢ Suzwy, Na. 4, 87281 ... 150
PMEC, 018 PP s scsncinin 35 | 50 1B S¢ Mowreyde, No. 1, /S5 1%0 sc' 5{3"?- o. 2, 81281, 15 |16 10T 18¢ Surey, No. 4, 9871,

10 1891 1B¢ Hag Ne.2, 510 or 1B d¢ Stagocouct. |1/1488 .. 20 e - FI020Y vucremessnis o 150
or 19/81 (ENP if S/10), S1 1899  S¢ Motoryde, No. 3, w3 g 1901 ’3'5""'7 Na 2, 87481, 107 1807 13¢ S Nu. SA4781
¥ BIDD COIDET A . — B0 #1987 s s PRL NOenv.... oeeereermnreeene

11 1891 1Bx Flag, No. 2, SASEL. 52 1899  S¢ Mouscyde, No. 4, B84, 8 1907 lic Surrey, No 2, 82961, 108 1807  1%¢ Sume: N,.,‘ S48l

; Pden Y. B % :
SC.___ . 20 whvending patial ¥ reererrrerrmrsseee HOcuv . .75

12 1891 18g Flag, No. 2, 5/19/81 20 sepaation eu, 1202484 ... 4 {9 107 18 Sy, No.2,5721A 109 1007 18 Somey, No. 4, H20/81

13 1891 13¢ Flag, No. 2, 5228 53 19000 S.2¢ Sleigh pic, No. 5, #10 PMC, #1080V e e 25 #10env. ﬂ;laﬂb.i;lphhﬂl _____ 7
PMC, #10 env 50 9 1507 1B¢ Sumrcy, No. 2, 10/5K1, 110 1907  18¢ Swrey, No. 5, 67481

14 1891 i8¢ Flag, No. 2, 5608 54 1901 59¢ quvcie pie. Ne. 3, PMSC, #10 env, # split 50/ et ' -y
LT e . B A . N — 50 (0P 250 BT e e 300111 1907 158 Seeen N5 eraRL

15 1391 13¢ Flag, Mo, 2, smm 55 1900 ssc Bu:yda B, No. 4, #9 92 1907 8¢ Surey, Mo 2, wiiz ety A _
BLOLEY e R i Jefferson coil (re in- 2 1007 e aiiomay

16 1891 18¢ Flag, No, 2, 651, 36 2128 l3¢MbunnmpI¢.Nn ceme), 11/1681 BMC eovrr 0 | 1121 18¢ Sumey, Na. 5, 6113/81 _....20
PMC.. . ] Ml — . % 197 18 Summy, No, 3, 591, 113 1907 18 Suwey, No. 5, /2481,

17 1891 15¢ Flag, Ne. 2, 851, 57 2128s 8$.3¢ Ambulanoe pic, No 2, ENP, lightly creased #10 AL S
PMSC —— e DT L T N —— FON oeserans e 200 1 114 1907 184 Sumrey, No. 5, 620/41,

18 1891 18¢ Flag, No. 3, 50881, 53 2128a 33¢ Ambulance pjc, No. 4, 94 1907  18¢ Surey, No. 3, S1581, #0env —_—15
ENP, 410 €Y sussssnermsssssessens: 100 MNlenv —_ oy 115 1907  18¢ Sumey, No. 5, W51,

19 1891 18e th No. 3, 51981, {59 2231 %3¢ Ambulaace B Prems 95 1907 1B¢ Sarmy, No. 3, 61681 b % [ ol |
DL I 1 R— <, No. 1, 810 €0 e 15 5C . : 150 | 176 1907 18¢ Swmey, Na. 5, 122731,

20 1391 1B¢ th No. 3, 69/81 60 1903a 93¢ Msil Wagm pfc, No 9% 1907 18¢ Sumey, No. 3, 62581 PPR, M0 B0V rorevrnees mmssnasnmsasss 1O
lllhnv.mlhiu# -50 2, 110 env, small tear L B0y e, ’ T.100 | 117 1907  18¢ Sumey, No, S, 825/81

21 139  13¢ Flag, No. 3,620¢31 ... 50 corner of $tELP w. vunee 3 o7 107 18 No. 3, ml"“‘ FMC, P10 6av o.vvn T

22 1391 18¢ Flag, Na 3, 630/81, 61 1903a 93¢ Muil Wagem pfc, No ¢Smuy o 118 1907 llle A o m-----—----s
PMC, #10ene 1 3, 810 env, nrual short peés m bwice, 5 ey No. 5, &2/

23 1891  18¢ Flag, No. 3, 8571, L T e il
PMC, A1 sav wereee 15 | 62 1903a 9.3¢ Mail Wagon ple, No.

2 1391 18¢Fag, No.3, A 0 29 5, $10 e, port mick de- i 2o sl e Tl e o S il e o A e e e
LT . | C— . | B0 L cmrossss et sessemrnsscnseesesrmere wiether by bidder ar by Stampa 'n’ Swif. Any kot may bo withdrsn before Maxch 26 for sy seasen.

235 1891 13¢ Flag, No. 4, 61041, 63 1903a .34 Mail Wagon pis, No. incrwevous Up to 520, 31; 520 10 350, n.ssm-smu.smummn.m.mnmmo.ns
ENP, 3, #10¢nv, SEL. armarses 40 | £500 15 $1,000, £50; Above $1.00C 3100, Bids oot conforming 10 thess oo will be sduced 1o Lbe
shot R 50| 84 1506 17 Beomic Ame, No. 3, ot bowar level, md will oot secvive pewivreoon over ctber bhde o the level.

26 1891 13¢ Flag, No. 4, &/1431 .- 30 g‘u (mumbes R) wf:?.c Some ioks we describod ss EXU {sadiest incwn am), the sardisat cancolistion kmown for & particaler plae

27 1351 i8¢ Flay, No. 4, 6/16/81, ,7/23/86,#10 env i 20 | b o0 cover, or ENP (eudiest ooo-philmebie: ame), the sarlinn reponed 0 commerial cover,
00w e ssscn 25 83 1906 174 Eleanic Auo, Ko, 4, o b of Stpye  Sou Drelage veria by s S5t K wrancn et Robast ¥ b

=

e :’miﬂ&ﬂsﬁr’ wmi_pts'_z_ 'w_____ e time this offenng was prepared. The poamibibiey that ssrisr finds may be made always snats, 00 tose fac -
samp 1z cover. ‘_‘T““"‘““"w 56 1906 17¢ Eledre Auta, No. ; mhmmr-mmummmmmmimmm

29 1898 m Flag, No. \ LPwi2Z¢ Fag, 1207/ .

e S w 10 crv, # SOREDEE SAER oermore 35 Jmm—m lucl:pa!mm hwm:m o' suﬂs:;humﬂdqllhnpd:u

30 18 l!l Flag, No. 4, $721831, 67 1907 18¢ Smmrey, No. i, ml the B C of the A Fim. Dy Corves Sncialy for an npizion, kn the v ae of these

PMSC somoamssseesssvsremesssten - ENP, SE L, cancel hi Goclins 1o MBuS E epiEou Uia the kit i gocume ot finds thas the Lot i o penuine, the Jot may

31 1891 i8¢ Flag, No. 5, 62781, phml!llllbﬂ.._.._................ ..... sssssss 85 | ‘bw mezrped foe n full mfimd of purchnme price pius sxpertxing costs rp to 5% of e sals pncs (o 4 ETET
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331891 Ii:c.m ::_:—mmj ..... o 1907 1_}3 Surrey, No. 1, §/8A1, el sty e

3¢ 1891 18 Flag, No. 5, 13181, "M 1907 18y Sumey, Ko £, H1SAI, Wﬁﬂ;r““_ﬁ:;'m:mmmw 65
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46 ‘ The Plate Number, March 1991

[ —

Lot
119

120

125
126

1
128
129

130
131

132
133

13
135
137
138
139
140

141
142

160

16

b=

162
163

Seott
1507
1907
1907
1507
1907
1907

1507
1807

1907
1507
1907

1507
1907

1507

1507

1907
1507
1507
1967
1907

1507
1907
1907
1507

1907

1907
1507

1907

1507
1907
1507
1907
1907
1907

1907

1907

Descripiion Est
1B¢ Surroy, Ne. 3, /5781,
PMSC, "Antenm" plate
18¢ Surmcy, No, 5, 9/1% or
15/81, PMSC, #1020¥ renneeers 335
18¢ Surcy, No. 5, 9719/

81, PMC,FPL, #10<nv ... — 35

18¢ § , No. 5, 9
M 40

18¢ Sumey, No. 6, 61%

£1, ENP, #10£0Y wo s e 40

18¢ Surrcy, No, 6, &/15/

81 (likclicst  meading:

could be ENP if 510/81),

DU LY

18¢ Suney. No. 6, 6/16/81 .- 20
18¢ Surrcy, Na. 6, 7271,
PMC.PPL,#1Cenv as
18¢ Surey, MNo. 6, 7/30/
£ OB D U4 2 — s 15

18¢ Sumrey, No. 6, 82751,

| £ o O ——
18¢ Sumey, Na, §, !i?.lf
L1 05" ] o S——

18¢ Snu:y.Na 5 9’4{81 .
184 Sumwy. No. 6, 8722/
81, PMC, #10 &Y roeere e e
18¢ Sumey, No. 6, 3/71/
81, PMSC, #10 eV somusssine s 35
18¢ Sumrey, No. 6, w/lg
Americana  tintcd paper

(tate increass), I/17/82,

PMC, PPL s a3
18¢ Sumey, No. 7 &30/
81, ENP, PMSC, M0ty ....... 60
18¢ Surrcy, No. 7, 36/81,
iy o U005 [, P O— <

15¢ Surrey, Ko. 7 'U!EAF
81, PMSC
18¢ Surrey, , 913/
81, PMC, }’PR llﬂ:uv .....
18z Sumey, No. 7, 9721/
BY, M1 B0V oo et
18¢ Surrey, No. 8, 7/8/81,

¥10 env .... .
18# Surroy, No.
13¢ Sarrey, No. 8 8,’171’

35

— |
lB‘ Surrey, No. B, 872/
81, PMC, #10 oav .......cosmmsnnnms K
18¢ Surrey, No. B, 9714/
81, PMSC, #1Genv....

18¢ Surrey. No. B, 9/1%
30 5. £ o — -

18¢ Surrcy, Nao. 8, 1012/

B, PMC. P10 ety o ... 40 !

18¢ Sumey, No. 8, w2¢
Amencans white papsr
(zace mcreasc), 11/16/581.
PPL ...

18¢ Sumey. No. 9, 7%/
81, ENP, PMC, PP L o 50

18¢ Sumey, No. 9, 8/18/

B1, PMC. oo e rme e e 40
18¢ Sumey, No, 2, 8/23 or
LTt W L. |
18¢ Sun:y, Ne. 9, 8{23,’
81, pers mick detign ... 13

1B Snmy Ne. 9, 916/
£1, “A™  routng
auc.ba,wzmk]ediwenv- ...... 15
18¢ Surey, No. 9, PMC,
1080V e i ririins 35
1B¢ Surrey, No. 9,
PMSC, L0 env.cmimiren e 35
18¢ Sumey, No. §, PMC,
L3 1 T —— 35
18¢ Surrey, No. 9, w/2¢
Americana white paper
(rawe increase), LE/16/B1,

¢ .C oI
18¢ & , No. 10, 7/23/
81, ENP, PP L.............. S—
18¢ Surrey, No. 10, 7724/
81, 410

18¢ Surrey, hn 10, BlS{

18¢ Surrey, Nn 10 sz’h‘

BL, PMSC, #1l0env.— ... 35 |

18¢ Surrey, No. 10, B/ZN
Bl PMC, #10 env ...ooonmnnmnne.
18¢ Sumrey, No. 10, 8/30/
81, PMC, perfs mick do-
ngnR, ¥10env........ —
18¢ Surrey, No. 10, %13/

Bl #10env ...

e 35

i Lot Scolt

‘ 165
166

1907

1907

166a 1907

167
[ 168
| 169
170

171

t

195

197

P w2

1501
1907
1507
1907
1907
1907
13y
1507
1907

1507
1507

1907

1907

1907
1907
1907
1907
1907
1907
1907
1507

1907
1907
1907

1967
1907
1907
1907
1907
1307
1807

Description Est
18¢ Sutrey, No. 10, 921/

LB JUT- 7RO &
18¢ Surrey, No. 10, 10/
12/81, PMC.
18¢ & , No. 11, 8721/

Bl, carmer  of
starop croased, #10 env. . 40
18¢ Saroy, No. 11, 8726/

I 2 VO —. L |
13¢ Sumey, No. 11, 8726/

b:II ) {17 S — . |
13¢ Surrey, No. 11, 877/

] AU . |
18¢ & . No. 11, 9%/

81, P'Mu;?
18¢ Sumey, Mo, 11, 9716/
81,410 [ ——
18¢ Swrey, No. 11,9721/
81, ¥1Qeny ...
18¢ Surrey, No. 11, 9/2/

81, PMC, ¥10 00V evssssssesat sissns
18¢ Surrey, No. 11, no
P11 o o o ——
i8¢ Sorrey, No. 12, 8/18/

21, EKU, PMSC, rmall

...... SIS |

40

40

HTINE 10 ) S——— -60
18¢ Surrey, No. 12, 8726/
b1 T 1 X — -20

18¢ Surrey, No. 12, 8728/
51, cancel over plate #
18¢ Surrey, No, 12, 8/2B/
81, PP L, cance! hits plaiz
¥, FlQenv .
18¢ Sarrey, Na. 12, 98/
81, mmall war and Gea:
L, 410 €Y .
18¢ & , Noo 12. 9!111
81, PMSC FiCenv.......
18¢ Suney, No. 12, 9158/
81, PMSC
18¢ Sumey, Na, 12, 9119/

81, PMC, #10 ev ..ocrvavrmrererm 40
18¢ Sumcy, No. 12, 5721/

81, FMC, #10 v «oro e 800
18¢ Sumey, No. i2, no

g 1]

- 45

date,  rolles cancel,
cresfed,  tom,
d Damaged In

RLkDe:

Handling in the Posial
Service at  Milwaukee
WI 53203 Please Accept
Qur Apolopy, #10 exv
18¢ Sumrey, No. 13, 821/
A1, EKU cover (but earli-
of dae on pisoe EXisd),

MoV . 40
184 5 , No. 13, 8722/
81.PMS v e 40
18z S\mey ND 13 W.’

81, PP L., cancel bi .
18¢ Surrey, No, 13. 9!221

)W 4 I ST T L — 15
182 S , No. 13, 972/

81, PMSC, #10emv. .. as

18¢ Swrey, No, 13, 8/22/

81, PMC, 10 ctv oo nnssmsanns 35
18¢ § . No. 13, 9/23/
81, PMSC FPL, #10env....... 30

18¢ Sumrey, No, 13, 9723/

81, SC aver W i sunnsmersinens 13
18¢ Sumey, No. 13, 9730/

81, PMC, plass # spiit 23

[T P —

18¢ Sumcy, No. 13, 900/

81, 4 wplit 40% m
mp,#'i_ ............. 10
1B¢ S . No. 13, 1¢/
13781, PP -
18¢ Swmey, No, 13, 10/
1381, light foXing wwemeenss
18¢ Surrey, No. 13, 10/
13/31, PML, rust stained,
light foxing, wrinkled #10

BIIY wossassmits s sonssnsmsamssssssasn e 1s B3

. 15

13

18¢ Surrey, No. 14, W,f
8 25

182 Surrey, No. 14, 9/14/

81, PMC 1020V oo 40
18¢ Surrcy, No. 14, 9715/
BL,8C, PP R vteisiianns 15

18¢ Surrey, No. 14, 9719/

. -
18¢ Surrey, No. 14, 9/24/
| B
18¢ Surrey, No. 14, 9f2-5!
81, PMC, ¥ 0emv. .o 40

14

15

Pl

a7

218

219

o
2

prx]

1807

1907

1907
1907

1907

1507

1807

1307

19

1907

1907
1907

1907

Description EsL
I8¢ Sumey, No. 14, ¥

L wasesssasssssnrssssssrsmassessss B
18¢ Surrey, No. 14, 10/
I L —— . |
18¢ Surrey, No. 14, 10/
13/81, [
18¢ & , No. 15, 8/
14/81, EKU, 110 env........ 250
18¢ Surey, Na. 15, 9/
15/BL wrenmmsmmsssnsnssains sone 200
18¢ Surrey, No, 15, 9/
19/8%, eas L., #1CGcnv........ 150
18¢ Surey, No, 18, 9/
2181, # cut, 173 mim-
ing ot b, #10 v ........... - 150
18¢ Surrey, No. 15, 9/
29/81, #10 E0¥ cinsass v resns 200
18¢ Surrcy, No. 1%,
lines-only cancel, #10
[ J— . | { |
1B¢ § , No. 16, §/
IMI , SC, cancel

| O —
i8¢ Sumrey, No. 16, 5/
14/81, cancel hits ¥,
light faxing, #10anv
18¢ Surmy, Nao. 16, 9/
1381, PR __ — 25
18¢ Surmmey, Ne. 16, %
TRMAL, LD coOMer miss-
ing from mamp, #1020V,
18¢ Surrey, No. 16, 107
3%1, PMC, wrinkled
LU | L RORpR— 1
18¢ Surrey, No. 16, 10/
/81, 5C, cut ¥ 273 ban,
¥ 7. - WERTOR—— I i
18¢ & . No. 16, 10/
12781, B0 env o
18¢ Surrey, No. 16, 10/
L2/8

e 200

-150

182 S\muy No. 16, 10}
13/8], #Ml0eav . e

No commmerciai covers are known for Sur-
rey Plates 17 or 18 buts

223 1307

281

32
233

s
236
37
238
219

A0
1
U2
43

1908

1908
1908

1508

1908

1908

1908
pL ]

15¢8

1908
1908
1908
1908

1508

1908
1908
1508

1308

18¢ Sumey, No. 18, w/
pe 1a Omnibus, §/19/83,
on plm sddremed 1¢
FDC  sem
ﬂrungh mail, smosred
linos of cancel .50
20¢ Pumper, No. 1, 1/
27{82 SC, short and
PPs L, wrmided #11
[ T ——— - 10
20¢ Pumper, No. 1, 23/
;7 NULE™ LU §.1
20¢ Pumper, No. 1. ¥/
19/82, PMC, #10cnv .ovceene 30
20¢ Pumper, No. 1, 2/
19/32, PMC, sbort and
PR, #1000V cororrrevrvrnanm 23

20¢ Pumper, No. 1, ¥

22782, cancel hits # .. ceeeeeee 10
20¢ Pumpes, No. 1,
25/82, ¥ cut bem.... e 10

W P\mer.r No. l 2{
26082, PPa R emerrmsmneneeress 10
0« Pumper, No. 1, 3/
nm.umn hits ®, #10
[ U ——— 10
Pump:r Nea 1, ¥/
18/82, FMC
20¢Pump=t, Nu. l, 10/
29/82, cancel hits #.....oeu e 10
20¢ Pumper, Na 2, 1/
15/82, PP L, # split wp
and b, W1G eny ... 35

20¢ Pupme:, No. 2, 2/
16/82, S, #10 0V e rvrrrere ~ 30
e No. 2, %/

162, PMC, W10 env

2¢ L, Ne. 3, I/
21782, PMC, cancel hits
# #10env....

anpu' Nn.! ?J4f
8‘2 PMC, CICBICE TV vrrerrs 25
¢ Pumper, No. 3, I/
104’82. PMSC, K10 eowv ... 25
20¢ Pumpet, No. 3, 2

U727 S— | |

Lot Scott

244

27

249

B B

SYSEEEEBEYRBEBEE B BEYRBES

74
273
6

B8 SR B BREREREEBYNY

1908

1908

158
1908
1908
1908

1908

1908

1908
1908
1908
1908
1908
1908

1908
1908
1908
1908

1908
1508
1908
1908
19G8

1908

1968
1908
1903
1908
1908

Description Est.

20¢ Pumper, No. 3, ¥
2681 $10 eV 310

20¢ Pumper, No. 3, 4/7/

32, M0t e — . 1D
20e . Ne. 3, 11/
e SR

204 Pamper, Na. 4, 174
.7/ Lo ——
20¢ Patnper, No. 4, 178/
84, cancel hits #, FIO

Pumper, No. 4, 1f
18R2PPL, #10emv 10
20¢ Pumper, No. 4, 211/

82, PMC ... SR

70¢ Pumper, No. 4, 271/

E 1A —— |+

20¢ Pumper, Ma. 4, 273/

82 PMC, cancel hita # ... 25

20¢ Purper, No. 4, %

l&f‘B?_...__._._._._.._.._ 15
, Mo, 4,

19.32. ﬂl)mv J——r .

20¢ Pumper, No. 4, 4/

12/82, cancel touches #,

FLO DV e e 16

202 . Mo &, 41'

14/82, PMC, PP L, #10

EOV ccinsd brrasan

20¢ Pumper, No. 5, 17%
82 ENP, PP L, #10 env....... 30
20¢ Pumper, No, 5, 1/
14/82, #10 €OV e s i 10
20¢ Pumper, Na. 5, I/
Z1A2, PPL

20¢ Pumper, No. 5, %
13/82, PPL___:_......_.._.

20¢ Pampex, No. 3, ¥/
1&8?. PMSC, MO env vwe 25
, No. 3, U
M'& 10 cav. s —10
20¢ Pumper, Ne. 3, If
PRV LT ——— L
20¢ Pasiper, No_ 8, 174/
82, #19 ¢ e ——— . 15
20e . No. 6, 1/
1482, D suv. ... scsiminse 10
20e , Now 6, 272
82, A 1T — o 30
L0¢ ., No. 6, %
1882 #Mlenvy ... 10

20 . No. 7, %
17!82. [} 1o 2.\ — 15
M}H' Nao. 7, 10/

h-o"?l,’

15/83, w-lm&s#...........w
20¢ Pumpes, No. 7, I/
2283, geased #1C ey .. 10
20¢ Pumper, No. 7, ¥

T3 SR— |
204 Pumper, No. 7, 3

[ F— S
200 , Y
1383, #10cwv.. 10
20¢ Pnnpu Na. 7, ¥ 1

2.0¢ anpa No. 8, 4
14/82, PMC...corsmmmssrrsens 30
20¢ Pumper, No. 8, &
B/ LT —
20¢ Pumper, No. 8, 10/
29/82, cancel hits no. .
20¢ Pumper, No. 8,
| ;. 7 SO
208 No. B, 11/
17832, JLLL . C——

20¢ Pumper, No. 9, 11,
3T, 7 SO ——

10



Lot Scol Description Est
290 1908  20¢ Pumper, No. 8, 1%
282, 5C, machine-cut
o N L ——. 1
291 19G8 20¢ Pumpes, Na. 9, 1
24/83, perfs cut denign ... 10
292 1908 20¢ Pumper, No. 8, 1/
R30I UL o ————
283 1908 = , No. 9,
4/83, SC hits #, #1Q env ...... 10
294 1908 20¢ Pomper, No. 9, ¥
9/83, machire-cut perfs,
L1 T L e———— |
295 15038 20¢ Pumper, No. 10, 4/
l3,f82. )= —— I ]
256 1908 Pumpw Nu. 10,
10/29/82, creamod o0V .. - 10
297 1908 20¢ Pumper, No. 10, v
ll.fB:L....-........................... 1c
299 1908 Pm:pe.r Na. 10,
298 1908
1c
300 1908
23/82, Pl’ R e s 30
30 19C% 20¢ Pumper, No. 51,
IZBJ LIUT L —
302 1908 No. 11, 4{
mz, L AIDeny 10
303 1908 20¢ Pumper, No. 13, 3/
15/82, cancxi hits #, #10
[\ J— SR |
304 1908 Pumper, No. 14, 8/
4/32, roughly
crensed #10 env
Lawyer W Prisoner,
cancel hits #—errrrm e 200
Early uie of scarce number
305 1908 20¢ Pumper, No. 15,
1171882, PMC, PPrLuu 25
306 1908 We , No. 15,
11202 PMC, PPrL........ 25
307 1908 20p Pumper, No. 13, 2/
2/B3, F10 €0V worrrrrmmesreenerrerins 20
8 1908 20y Pomper, No. 15, 3/
EICC ML ——.
209 1908 20¢ Pumper, No. 15, 3
1583, 5C, #10env ... "]
310 1508 200 , No_ 15, &
amy PPR, #10env. . _ . 3]
311 1908 20¢ Pumper, No. 15, &
6/83, K10 eurv .1v o mssenmnsssenans 20
312 1908 Pumper, No. 16,
17/5/82, creased env w/
1/2-inch tcar mio cancel i
[ ] 0. S—————-
313 1508 204 Pumpor, Nos 1-16, '
compists set, all om
small emvy, ¥2 ind #9
PMC, #3 and #13 5C, ;
#14 tonches edge, & few |
R S— -
OTHER PNT COVERS
314 2005 20¢ Consnmer Ed, Nos.
14, complewe et #]
SC.#3enM0sOv oo 40
315 2005 20¢ Conmumer Ed, Nos.
14, complewm set, #2
small env, rest #10 env,
) .1 o R ——— s
PNC and Transporiation Coil FDCa
316 1891 18¢ Fleg, No. 1, pair (¥
R) Colorano s smmninams B
317 1891 18¢ Plag, No. 1, P5
.0y o T, JNo— }.
318 1891 18¢ Flag, No. 5, pair (#
R) Colarane, cancel
[ JSO—" I
112 1895  20¢ Flag, No. 1, pair (#
[LHIE e S—— e
320 1895 20¢ Flag, No. 2, pair (¥
L) Artmaster ssscnins 135
3N 1895 20¢ Flag, No. 2, pair (¥
LyAnCeafr .. . 135
322 1895 20¢ Fag, Mo. 3, P53,
fHRARE ... 400
123 31242 4.9¢ Buckboard procan-
ecl, no #, 53452 on |
Hribbs tandpainied, :
BARE s essissmssiesisssorsnnnes 500 1
324 2124, 2124a, 2128, 2128 f

Reguinr and pescancel
49¢ Buckbosrd, and
83¢ Ambulance, oo
pumters, on  Kribbs

bandpainted RARE........... 700 I

Lot
2%

k¥

ke

128

33

32

333

kX2

235
kel

337
38
239
340

M3

343

3468

347

Seolt  Descrip tion Est
1900 and [900s
5 7.4 Slm;h regular No. 2
pwc.mml

I‘F

1r,
E’Ibl‘l hmdplmad............. 3200
1900 aud 1900a
3. 26 Sleigh mgular pair
Na. t LP
cu .2¢ embossed emv
KMC Vecturs, RARE........ 1,008

1900  3.2¢ Sleigh No. 2, P53

123 35 S Route Truck
procancel on Kribbs tend-
glmd wiAs, d¢, 49¢,
2, 5.9¢, 6, T4¢, 8.3¢
9.3¢, 10.1¢, 10.9¢, 1le.
12¢, 12.5¢ w=d 17¢ pll!-
canceis, soms on back of
env, Kribba BanATAREd e 40
5.9¢ Bicycle, No. 3 and
No, 4, both P54, com-
binsd AnCraft

S ]

1501

15012 5.9¢ Bicycis precancel
m:ﬁ ¥, 0!:55-96 em-
env wiSe posmpe

dus, Kribhs nandpained. . 275
5.9¢ Bicycle procancel,
no #, 53, w/S¢ posmge
due, Kribbs andpained . 375
2125 and 2] 26w
5S¢ Tril:y:in rogular PS4

anc precancel P83, bat
No. 1, AnCraft, contro-
vervial cover.. ... 300
5.3¢ Ambulance procan-
wl, mno ¥ S3, Kribbs
bancpamtwed RARE o 500
10.9¢ Hamsom Cab
cancel pair, no #, Kribbe
bandpamied RARE ... 500
18¢ Semey, No. 4, LP,
Artmarer, RARE.cuicone. . 500
18¢ Surrey, No. 4, PSS,
ArrCaft, RARE, culy 2

[TR—

184 Surrey, No. 3, LP,

1501

B
1904s

1907
1907

1907
e 150
18¢ Swrrey, No. 6, LP,
ATUZBEET oo e v oo s na 150
20¢ Pumper, No. i, LP,
L a0 T | OO
W0¢ Pumper, No. 2, LP,
AnCraft, cut ¥, only 50%

rermams,
2149 and 2149
18¢ Washingron Manu-
xn regular and B/ pars
(plae numbers R) No.
3333 and 33333, Calom-
- OO ——— |1 |
2150 and 2130
2l.1¢ Letern regulay and
Pain (plam numbers
) both Na. 11113, Cal-

1907
1308
1908

PNC UNOGFFICIAL FDICS
2226 2¢ Locometive e
engmved, No. 1 pair (an.
R) ao Micopax emv w/
Ppictorial show carxc)
1858 3¢ Handewr, No. 1, PS3
wilSe¢ Jimmie Rodgers
on Fammam env w/Ropex
picworial bandcar canced ........ ~25
3¢ Hsndwur, No. 2, P53
wflSe¢ jiumie Rodgers
comnemorstive oo Far-
mam onv w/Ropex pictori-
al handesr cance)
3¢ Concsoge Wagom,
No. 1, PS7 plus single on
Panda env  w/lLancaster
Conostoga Wagon piciori-
al and d-bar mhpﬂml..,‘-‘_"t

189%

i

82

252

Wagonwwn PA plug eanicl.. e 25
3¢ Circus Wagon, Ne. 1,
P55 oo Artmaster env w/
magents Symcuse plug
[T 25
3¢ Circus Wagon, No. 1,
P53 on Garik env (signed
ovesall cachet) w/AFDCS
Convention Siwution circus
acrobal pictorial CAnee] ,.uum. s

2432

2452

Lot

351

352

353

355

156

58

359

361

355

69

Lz
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Scolt

wuse

Uz

2255

AR

2130a

2115b

2115

Atsp

220

pral]

2279

sl

Description Eat
3¢ Circus Wagon, No, 1,

PS5 on Gurix env (signed
overail cacher) wEmpes

NY map pictorial cancel ... §29

7de Treetx (S-Digit
ZiPvd precancel), Na. 1,
ot Camm env w/
% pictorizl BHame-
bali of Farno 30th an-
Qg L F T . L

7.6¢ Carrow, Na. 1, PS4
on Sen Jose Musenm snv
w/San Jose Main Qffies
large CDS: also 54 can-
ceied PO e s

8.3¢ Ambulance, No. 1,
P53 on signed Carol Guor-
ton caschet mmv w/Rzscus
CA 4-bar cangel e 2%
1dle Oil W T,
Na 2 PS5, mx
w/ Wiganiows PA plug can-
[ —— 1.
13¢ Patol Wagan, No. 1,
P53 oo Glsn env w/
magennn  Tomapo: CA
plug expcel: also plain
13¢ Patrdl Wag, Mo 1, PS3
o GillCrdYAFDCS show

13¢ Purd Weg, No 1, P53
oo GillCafAFDCS show
Lov winpiling s pactorial
AFDCSE show cancel v.ovvsnumun 25
13.2¢ Coal Car, No. 1,

¢ Cable Car, No. 1,
P55 Gamm onv w/
smiling sun AFDCS #how 2
20¢ Cabls Cur, No. 1,
P55, oo Dovson hend

plain paiz canceled FDOL........ 25

Zl¢ RR Mail Car, No. 1,
P53} om Gamm env w/
magenta Pocos NM d-bar
camcel, canoal onH ... 25
¢ Flag wat ¢oil No TI.
P43 on Nejex exw w/MNoer

pctodal show cantelamim. . 40

g Flag tesr eoil, No, T1,
P53 on Ssuner overall ca-
chat env w/Philadelphua
B Free Pranklin suio-
graph pictorial cADEElue ..
25¢ Flag Yosemik, Nn 1,
PS5 on Deman

v wirmedom CA 4-bar
Gm!;llllll plnin  singlle

.. 40

single canceled FDCT wusses ... 40

('Lk) Earth, No 1222 PS3
Lizcov wimd

Wllhn;:m DC Philawlie
Sales Div plug cance] coemacenn

(25¢) Eanh, No 1222, P53

on Uncorers env wimagenia

thnnm DC  Natioml

Capitol Station plug ancel ....... 75

{25¢) Earth, No 1222,

PS3 on Camm env w/
DCCDS

15

Lot

373

374

375

76

Exgd

78

f

| 47
I

Scott  Description Eat.

SCARCE AUTOPOST COVERS
b 254 machine 82 Washington,
DC 823/89 w/Washingion
mm (ﬁnt day) machinc

-lul m [ — ;1)
& -

1
Ky (ﬁnt ) mmchne
<ancsl, prod

et through mail
{bar coded) seial 27515 L
1b

11b 25¢ machine 83 Kepsmpon
9/1/83 and block of fous 5S¢
UN ICY w/2/38/9C plug on
#3 env, mrinl 08326_............ 25
25¢ machins 11 Wahington
:Jyﬂl]m wimaginia 121789

2]

COVER, Universal Fostal
Union Station, went through
mail, sarinl D0O4E _.....oveanenerns 1,000

BCARCE AMERICANA AND OTHER COVERS

r
380

381

382

384

383

EL

137

388

s

1811 s <o, 4/2%/3] undorpaid

molo wage. #l0eav.................. 10
1g cail, 4/28/8] wnderpaid
sl weage, am cormer of
Aunp ouming, FlOeY v e 5

1B11
15964

15964

B . .
(pokian badge) m"_“"l““w
1935 and 1936
18¢ and 200 Semea Hoben,
me of ewch on 12128]
{13¢ underpmid) and 13732
comeacreisk

[ S
1949 20¢ Dighom Sheep UN-
TAGGED ERROUR, $/4/33,
PMC, nubbed cormer peel s i
BULK LOTS

20 all different 1933-1938 PNC
isl  bulk

o
mail covers, mostly $i0enva . 100
500+ saarcd 20¢, 22¢, md 25¢

Fiag PNC covens {spproximamly

30 20¢, 400 222, 50 23¢Y; the grea
majonity on unlity bill mlulqu

some fanlty, much duplication, but

of vania

shant 75 pounds
filled with 132 etwrme 1981
commercial Covers, oom un-
pu:bd.\‘oumdnfhdluw u
or mn 18¢ Alag No. 6 or Therel o.......... o 400

COMPLETE PNC COLLECTION
One of every regular and pre-
cancaled PNC Lo & mint strip of
flve, mounted in a lyuriout,
slipcased SAFE minl-album.
The key items are sxtra fine o
supert. Some of the better
(tems are In strips of six, such
a3 59 pic 5-6; 17¢ p/c DA S.4
{both p 1L and Line Gap
are Included), and 20¢ Consu-
mer 1-2. A few are sirips of sev-
n even, Including the supdrb
18¢ Flag Na 1! This has ajl the
prepbaaphored papers, Tul-
serif mnd inll-digit 2S¢ Honey-
bees, dry pum 18¢ Washington,
ete, 1t's the cotlection used Lo -

‘Wahi 75
25¢ Bee, No. 1, PS3 ¢m
Omaha Phil Soc show
env wipictorial Compstoge
‘Wagon show cancel .o ... 75

Linn's FNC Hand-
book, Including the superb 13¢
No. 4 on the cover. Retail
value Is 511,000 to $12,000, and
the nibum coat over $100. e e 9,500
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TPN Average hits
an all-time high

The TPN Average, which has moved in
a narrow band for more than a year, has
suddenly taken wing and hit its highest
point since it began.

Admittedly, the average tracks a lot of
expensive sirips of five, the blue chips of
PNC collecting, but there are several
sirips in the average that average oul to
retail prices less than $10,

The breakout of the averape reflects
growing scarcity of some strips that deal-

TPN Average

£250.00

fono.on ) $IM.E2 $180.40 FITLEY $104.34
$150.00 3

$100.00 2

$60.00 \
sL00 4, & . , B :
TRAN-2 1080 Cat L TE ™ ™HYS TRH V2

ers are finding more difficult to replace,
This includes some fairly inexpensive
strips, such as precanceled 3.4¢ School
Bus stamps. Some strips of 20¢ Flag

stamps are also being sought, especially
Plate 4 (which is in the average).

Included in the list for the first ime are
the prices of Diane Thompson, O

2 new precancel gaps found on 9.3 ¢ Mail Wagon

Two new PNC rarities will be listed, but
not priced, in the 1991 PNC Catalog.

Kim Cuniberti has found Plates 5 and 6
of the 9.3¢ Maijl Wagon with the precan-
cel gap at 4R. He said the siamps came
from a mailer's sczap. Only two stips
showing the gap exist.

The find adds another precancel posi-
ticn to the known list on these plates. Af-
ter Cuniberti's report, all that were still
missing were 1L and Line gaps.

But three days later, Wayne Young-
blood repored finding a used singie from

Plate 5 with the gap at 1L.

That means 11 of the 12 possibie gap
positions have been reported.

The plates were Teported o have been
sent to press 10 times between May 10,
1982, and November 1934, Two dates for
tagged stamps were reported. but this may
have been an error. The May 10, 1982, re-
port may have been for the precancel.
That would result in 11 dates to press.

It has never been certain why collector-
only, agged editions of Plates 5 and 6
were printed anyway. On many other de-

LUV R L AR AR R A LR AR AR SR i i,

10.9¢ #3 & #4

LESS THAN PERFECT GAP STRIPS AT
A FRACTION OF THE COST!!!

(ALL ONE OF AKIND)
rios with late o j PS5 and jonger:
Gap 3l #3 Avg., PS8, all perfs folded .. e 544 Gap AL #FIAVG. PSI0. e e 160
#3 XF, P32 plus 2 past gap. all perfs toided.......... §54 #4 Avg,, P510... 5160
#4 Avg., PS7. stain 3L, all perts folded .. . 539 (both sinps) ... $28¢
#4 Avg., PS8, all perfs foided ... $44  Gap L #3 Avg. PS5, Gap at left end of stip 5150
#4XF. F’S\la hola 1R .. - #4 Avg.. PS5, gap at 1eft endofsfrlp 5150
i3 (oth strips) ... £270
No gap: FAXF, PS5, NOIE 2L e e s e e 309 #3 Avg.. PS8, smmp pasr gcp ..... 5145
$rip with good PS3: #4 Avg., P58, 1 stamp pasf gc:p ..... $165
Gap #AVE, PSS9, stains 3L, ZRu.ciciisiimcniniminn e s (both sirips) ... . $299
#4 F-VE, PSP, stain 2R...... :3 ﬁvg gg g }g
;.‘ o (bo'th of these sinps) ... P e — ™ ang
? Gap IR #4Supert, PSS, fear 3. 29 F-VF and better strips of gl positions currently
4 #4 F-VF, PS11, stain 3L.. ...525¢ available.

Missing 9 3c Plctes 3,4 bL/R 2.3¢ Piates 5.5, 2R, 3R? Send for my
comprahensive list now.

Reservations sugg ested: (203} 431-4303

Contemporary Coils
P.O. Box 3654, Danbury, CT 06813-3654

N, 2 i

“Kim Cuniberti. APS, PNC3

Few copies remain!

nominations, appearance of a new precan-
cel did not require printing of tagged-only
stamps, i.e., Plates 2 and 4 of the 5.2¢
Sleigh; Plates 3 and 4 of the 10.9¢ Han-
som Cab, or Plates 1 and 2 and 5 and 6 of
the 4.9¢ Buckboard.

Cuniberti, however, believes that Plates
5 and 6 were precanceled twice with the
gap at 5R because he has identified two
different precancel styles on them.

In one case, the precancel is fat and
thick. On the other it is skinny and wob-
bly.O

0

L B S L S e s s
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Break ‘walks’ on overall-tagged 4T1Ri

By Alan Thomson

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing
never ceases 1o surprise us with new
twists in the manufacture of the stamps
we collect. We no sooner setile into the
routine of a small piece of printing knowl-
edge than some procedure or piece of
hardware is changed, and the rules of the
game change.

It was only a few months ago that
Wayne Youngblood confirmed that the
“B" Press tagging cylinder was coverad
by two magnetically held mats. We had
known since the issuance of the $1 Sea-
plane that the tagging break interval from
the B Press was a constant 26 stamps,
simply by counting under short-wave UV
light. It was a convenient rule of thumb.
Just determine the break pair at the begin-
ning of a roll and you could be sure it was
the same throughout.

Early in January., A.S, Cibulskas called
to ask how it was possible thai the break
pair {e.g., BL/1ER) were not all the same
in a 3,000-stamp roll of the overall-tagged
4¢ Stagecoach (4T1Ri), printed on the B
Press. He said there were many different
break pairs, progressing throughout the
roll.

One’s first reaction 10 such news is ei-
ther “They can’t” or "You must have
counted wrong.”

As we discussed what Al had found, it
became clear that the tagging breaks did,
indeed, “walk" at a fixed rate along the
web.

I began to suspect that the cause was a
change in the cylinder circumference due
1o a new mat thickness. The alternate
guess was that the printng sleeve was
smalier. Not likely, bul I needed measure-
ments.

Later. with a sizable guantity of the 4¢
stamps i hand, [ made the most accurate
measuremenis my limited tools would al-
low, and found that the circomference of
the printdng sleeve was 1155.5mm. To
dispel the smaller-sieeve theory, | meas-
ured a strip of the 5¢ Circus Wagon, a 1e-
cent B Press product, and the result was
same. The printing sleeve was unchanged.

By measuring the distance between “on-
break™ bars (those nearest the plate num-
bers), the circumference of the tagging
cylinder was determined to be 1166.8mm,
or 11mm more than the printing sleeve.

To correborate this difference, twa suc-
cessive “on breaks” were found on the
same positon siamp (e.g., 8R), and, using
a common design reference point, the
“walking” distance was found to be

Llmm; slightly less than the width of one
stamp.

Translating these numbers into a mat
thickness change was only a matter of ap-
plying a familiar formula, c=nd (circum-
ference equals the diameter times
3.1415%). The difference in diameters is
4.5mm, and the mat thickmess changed
slightly more than 2mm.

Another observation worth mentioning
is the existence of peculiar untagged
“crack” lines that appear to the left of all
tagging breaks, and extend over the entire
vertical dimension of the affected stamps.

Because the tagging breaks “walk,”
there is no fixed “on" or “off” break.
Eventuzally the “cn-break™ bar becomes
the “off-break™ bar and vice-versa in cy-
cle, 50 the two bars have to be referred 10
by their widths. One is 2mm wide and the
other 3mm wide. The "crack” next to the
2mm break is lmm away, while the
"crack” next to the 2mm break is 2mm
away.

It has been suggested to me that these
may be scoring lines erronconsly made
during mat preparation. I do not totally
discount this possibility, but shy from it
because of the two lines' characteristcs.
They appear oo tagged to have been
caused by a cutting instrument, although
they are fairly straight and are roughly
parallel to that adjaceni lagging break.
Are they really cracks?

What does all this mean? Probably noth-
ing to BEP. However, pressmen must have
recognized the need for reduced rotational
speed of the tagging cylinder to avoid a
paper tear. To the collector it is readily
apparent that there now 26 different break
positians for this issue, all of which will
appear in one roll of 3,000.

There are usually two successive copies
of a given position. Will collectors con-
sider the variance of the bar placement at
any one position as a cclectible differ-
ence? Will they be interested in the dis-
tance of the “crack™ to the “on-break”
bar? Only tme will tell,

Some questions remain and answers
may not soon emerge. When was the tag-
ging mat replaced? We know that there
are normal roils of the overall-tagged d¢
Siagecoach showing only one pait of
treaks. The position 2L/24R is known.

Normal rolls do not display the “crack”
and thus can be distinguished from rolls
with “walking” tagging breaks, even after
they are torn down into short smips.

Was there only one press run of these
stamps, meaning that the press was
stopped for a mat change? If there were

two press runs, that mipht indicate the
mat was replaced between runs.

[Thomson speculated that we may get
clues from the 4¢ Steam Carriage or the
overall-tagged 20¢ Cable Car. Alas, both
are products of the C Press. ed.}

Future BEP piate-activity reponis should
give more definitive answers. Let’s hope
they wiil be availabie and accurate.

Why was the mat changed? Was it dam-
aged or excessively worn?

[Charles Yeager, writing in The United
States Specialist for February 1991, re-
ports & change to a different type of ag-
ging mat on the B Press. The new mats
are two photopoiymer flexographic plates.
The phowpolymer is made by BASF. This
may be the reason for the change in mats.
ed.]

There is one thing we do know, The
change was not made to achieve greater
width which would eliminate the now-
familiar untagged stripe on the outer edg-
es of Rows 1 and 18. Dr. Robert Rabino-
witz has found a roll with “waiking” 1ag-
ging breaks with the untagged stripe at
the 1op (Row 1).

How prevalent are the "walking” break
rolls? We don’t know yet. The sampling
of both types is still too small to deter-
mine a valid ratio. But it's a safe bet that
we'll be seeing more of them in the fu-
ture. OJ

2 types of tagging mat
used on 4¢ Carriage

The 4¢ Steam Carriage appears lo be
the stamp that was being printed when
BEP changed to its new photopolymer lag-
ging mats. The C Press stamp has a plate
number interval of 48 and on the new lag-
ging mats, there is one tagging break, aiso
with an interval of 48.

But rolls of the starnp have also shown
up in which there are two lagging breaks,
spaced 24 apart. This would indicate use
of small 24x18 mats.

We know the plates and mats are 18
rows deep because the roll size is 500 or
3,000, meaning they have 10 be perforated
on the 1B-row Huck coiler.

Several different tagging breaks have
been reported where there are two breaks
in the roil. (J

If your mailing iabal says “2.91," your subscrip-
tion has exprad. You will not receive the next
issu@ Unless you renew now.
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When USPS confirmed that the “F
stamps were printed on two different siz-
es of Andreotti Press plates—two sizes
for rolls of 100 and one size fer rolls of
500 and 3,000—it left the impression that
we may be seeing a repeat of what hap-
pened with the 25¢ Honeybee.

On the Bee, BEP used the same plate
number code digit (the last number in the
BEP plate number and the one that appears
on stamps) on many of the offser plates,
depending on size and press.

It would not be surprising, therefore, if

there two plates with the code number 1
were usad to print the *“F” stamp.
" The wusPs informaticn, however, is
highly suspicious because it is unlikely
that rolls of 100 were printed on anything
but plates measuring 24x20, while the
larger tolls had 10 be printed on plates
measuring no wider than 18 rows.

What will probably emerge as the pic-
ture clears up is that we will get two en-
tire families of plates (one for each color
and one for each plate number code) in
both plate sizes. That should make eight
plates in all, [J

stamp may use
same digits on
different plates

Slephen G. Esrati
P. 0. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
FPostage Guaranteed,
Address Correction
Requested

IF BOX IS CHECKED YOUR
SUBSCRIPIION
HAS EXPIRED

Constant plate and mat varieties—XXXII

By AS. Cibulskas
2¢# Locomotive

2. Plate 10, “Cracked tie,” & di-
agonal line through 4th tie from
front. Constant at SR. {Prenss)

b. Plate 8. “Loose spike” At
the same Ge position as above, a
crack at the track his the appear-
ance of a loose spike. Constant at
BR. (Preuse)

4¢ Stagecoach
2. Plate 2. Blurming of area
around the front axle, Consuant at
1R, 2R, 3L. Also, pans of the
rear wheel a 16 be miszing,
left on 3L; righn on 2L,
mmpldiuflL. Prevss)

4.9¢ Buckboard

1. Precanceled Plates 3 and 4,
Gap 1L. Din clod sbove the right
rear wheel (mat variety). Con-

< Hansom Cab 1830s] Han

SRR
A

HASH MARK?—No. The
squiggle diractly under
the precancel break is
not a hash mark. Real
hash marks are always
vartical and halfway ba-
tween gaps.

stant at 1R {stemp ngit of joint line). (Tillew)

9.3¢ Mail Wagon

a. Precanceled Plate 3, Gap 6R. A diagonal scratch, gouge, or plate
pitting resuhs in a horizontal line above the “g” and “o” of “Wagon.”

Constant at 6R, (Cuniberti)

10.9¢ Hansom Cab

a. Precanceled Plate 1, Gap 1R. Honzontal squiggle, 7mm below bot-

1om line, centered under the precancel gap.

{Rabinowitz)

15¢ Tugboat

lant mal varicty.

2. Plate |, “Man overboard!” Dot above the stem of the boat Cen-

stant on 1L. (Tillen)

17¢ Electric Aulo

a Plre 2. ‘“Double-headed
cornet” Horizomial streak aboot
3rom long near the bonom of the
stamp. Kesemblea a comet with
two distinct heads. Constant at
10R. (Marrelli}

18¢ Fing

a. Plawe 2. “Mizging land mass.
Reponed in Linn's and Coil
Line. Included here for the
record. (LeDuc)

b. Plate 3. As above, found on
Plate 3 as well. (Holterhoff)

15¢ Flag

. Plates 7 and 8 (block mgged)
and 4, 10, and 11 (phosphored).
Clipped wees. New finds on dif-
fe.mlit plate numbers of a previ-
ously reponed veriely. (Lipeon,
Lelme, Lord, e1 al)

b, Plate 10, Inking veriety. A
verical shce of uninked arca
aboul Imm wide starting at the
top af the wees, through the 5"
of the denamination:, and down to
the bomom edge of the primed
area. Constant ughout the roll
of 100. (Freeby)

c. Plate 14, Inking varicty.
Green-blue blobs in the upper
area of the s of the Hag.
Constant at 10L, 6L, and 1L in a
roll of 100, (Tillem).

Molet Please vateties to
Cibulsikas a1 283 Wesiwood Rd.,
Stamford, CT 06902
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