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Tagging stops on all stamps
with faece value less than 8¢

Shortly after the 4¢ Steam Carriage was
issued on Jan. 25, it slarted popping up
untagged. The earliest known use of the
untagged stamp on commercial mail is
Feb. 5.

Finders thought they had struck it rich.
Some ran back to their post offices to
stock up on these untagged “emors.”

And, of course, some finders started
selling their finds to dealers. Al Haake,
who dezls in untagged error strips, was
offered some. He made a cautious offer in

view of the fact that the stamps had Jusl
been issued and quantities of the *

were still uncertain, The prospective sell-
er was unhappy, but, in the end, there was
no deal because Haake was flooded with
other offers from many parts of the coun-

my.

Haske told Wayne Youngblood at
Linr's that he suspected that the stamps
were intentionally untagged because the
distribution of the "errors”™ was almost na-
Please turn 1o Page 61

GBNTESI: Buess what the ‘X' mednl

In oor last issue, the Phil A. Tely
cartoon, in “Pedro’s World of PNCs”
appeared as a big, black “X.”

You'll never goess the real reason
why this exceedingly exasperating ex-
cess existed. But we'd welcome your
ideas—extreme, exact or funny.

Excellence in pguessing brings a
year's free TPN.

The exacting judge for this excercise
will be Nina Esrati. She will exclude
entries from members of the PNC
Study Group. But why not give it a
ga?

USPS keeps us guessing on new stamps

Information has been hard to come by
on the program lo issue stamps in 1991 b
meet new pastal Tates.

Here's the rundown, by face value, of
what has been reported so far:

1T2Ri—1¢ Omnibus, reissued on Plate
2 as an untagged stamp.

4T1X—New stamp. The 4¢ Steam Car-
riage, issued Jan. 25 as a lagged stamp.

4T1Xi—The untagged version of the
same slamp, printed after LSPS ordered
tagging to stop on low-value stamps as of
Jan. 1.

5T1ZP—New stamp. The 5¢ Canoe. To
be released May 25 a1 Secaucus, N.J.
This stamp is expecled 10 bear a peneric
service inscription 1o allow use on non-
profit mailings requiring [ractional posi-
age in excess of 5¢. The service inscrip-
tion reporied to us rTeads: “Additional
nonprofit postage paid.” It is not yet
known whether any stamps will be issued
W meet any one nonprofit rate. In ils an-

nouncement of this stamp, USPS called ita
definitive and did not use the word “coil.”

10T1XP— New stamp. The 10¢ Trac-
tor-Trailer, originally ammounced in the
cachet-makers’ confidential list as a 9¢
samp, 10 ve released sy 23 ai Secuucus,
NJ. This stamp is also expected to bear
& generic service inscription for commer-

cial bulk mail requiring fractional post-
age. The service inscription shown on the
cachet-makers’ confidential list says:
“Additjonal presort postage paid.” In its
announcement, USPS called this stamp a
aefinitive and did not mention “coii.’

Please turn to Page 60

Lack of bidders disappoints the Koepps

Jerry and Barb Koepp of Stamps 'n’
Swif were disappointed by the low nom-
ber of bidders in their big auction of PNCs
on cover. Despite a heavy advertising out-
lay in Lina's, TPN, and Coil Line, only
45 to 48 bidders participaled.

“Most of the bidders were names we al-
ready knew, so the Lina’s ad did not pull
in any new names,” said Barb Koepp.

Almost 50% of the lots were not bid for.
According o Mrs. Koepp, Lhey were
mainly the cheaper covers.
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“I was happy with the prices realized,”
Jerry Koepp Baid, “but I was really sur-
prised there weren’t more bidders. 1 ex-
pecied between 100 and 150 pecple to
bid.”

“What really floored me,” Mrs. Koepp
said, “was that we got a bid of $26 on Lot
38. We thought that was ridiculous, We
knew that some people try W ge! swff
cheap, but 1% on the realized price is ri-
diculous.”

Lot 38 was possibly the rarest PNC cover
ever sold, an 18¢ Flag from Plate 7 used
during the 18¢ rate period. It is the only
usage known before the 20¢ rate came in.

That cover sold for $2,700. The esti-
mate had been 5$3,000.

Another rarity, an earliest kmown usage
of Plate 6 of the 1B¢ Flag, sold for
§2,100. The estimate had been $2,500.

Ken Lawrence's reference collection,
mounted in a slip-cased album and esti-
mated at $9,500, went for $7,600.

“I think that was cheap,” Mrs. Kocpp

Please turn 1o Page 68
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C'mon, Congress!

If we were at sca, we would be giving the command to
put up the life lines because stormy seas are ahcad.

What little information we have received in the past from
the Postal Service has been getting skimpier and later. It's
going to get much, much worse.

+ The reports by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing
on which our hobby so heavily depends are those of a se-
curity printing firm. They arc far from perfect, but they do
provide basic data we need to understand our stamps such
as the size of the plate, the press used, the dates to press,
the total printed, and the date the plate was destroyed.

»In the past, private contract printers have supplied
hardly any such informaton on U.S. stamps they pro-
duced. Now they are going into the coil-printing business.

*» The Postal Service, because of its refusal to provide
tmely informaton to philatelic journalisss, has added
Force 10 gales to the stormy scas by such gente touches as
announcing on March 18 that as of January 1 “all stamps
with values between one ccnt and eight cenes will be
printed without phosphoreseent tagging.” Note the use of
the wrong tense.

This tardiness caused many collectors and dealers to be-
lieve that they had discovered untagged errors with dread-
ful effects on their repurations. A timely announcement by
the Postal Service that tagging would stop Jan. 1 would
have averted much embarrassment.

We are in for more such misteatment at the hands of
the Postal Service, the only federal agency not subject tw
congressional review, or any other checks and balances.

This unconstitutional usurpation of power by USPS bu-
reaucrars can only be ended if Congress wants it to. Mcan-
while, the bureaucrats will be able to do whart they want—
and they're doing it to us!

In The Philatelic Communicator, Ken Lawrence has
charged irregularities in Postal Service conduct that in-
valves a convicred criminal who is now the beneficiary of
Postal Service stamp-printing contracts.

The alleged “peace treaty” between UsPs and BEP was the
result of a feud that began when BEP realized that the Post-
al Service was giving BEP technology secrets to private con-
tractors {including the one employing the ex-convict) to
enable them to compete against BEP in bidding for stamp
contracts. One can only wonder when USPS stamp-printing
contracts go to an ex-convict whose crimes were commit-
ted at BEP. His firm, Stamp Venturers, has just landed con-
tracts to print coil samps. Our coils.

Lawrence also charges that the non-tagging of low-
denomination stamps was done to make it easier for that
firm to print coils by offser Lithography.

C'mon, Congress, clean up this mess. #

Letters to the editor
All lestess are welcome. TPN reserves the right 1o edit and condensc lei-
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The lone wolf

One of the purposes of such groups as the PNC Study
Group is the sharing of information. And, of course, the
study group publishes what it learns. That gives the infor-
mation to all who are interested.

The converse is the loner, who researches his material, de-
velops valuable new information, and keeps it to himself.
The only way others learn of his travails is by looking at
his exhibit (if he exhibits at all}. .

Here is one such example.

In the 1990 Plate Number Coil Catalog we published the
*Total PNC” figure for the 20¢ Flag precancel as 841,538.
Thar figure was obuined by the study group’s Ken Law-
rence from the annual reports of the Postal Service, using
as its basis the quantitics shipped by S8EP  USPS.

In Tim Lindemuth’s prize-winning exhibic of the 20¢
Flag, however, he gave the following rounded-out figures:
UsPs received 44 million stamps; 30.7 million stamps were
destroyed, leaving 2 “rotal in circuladon” of 13,308,500.
Lindemuth said the final number was based on the whole
numbers, net the rounded out ones.

The quesdon, however, was how he learned the toral de-
stroyed. He said he obrined the information from Assist-
ant Postmaster General Gordon Morison.

This amazed Lawrence, who had sought destruction to-
tals and had been told that such figures were unavailable.

George V.H. Godin, who edits the Durland Catalog and
depends on accurate BEP data, is dubious abour the accura-
cy of Morsen's hgure. Remember that U.S. stamps are
usually destroyed ar widespread locations and the only re-
port ™ Washington statcs the number destroyed by face
value, not by stamp. Godin cannor imagine that Marison
could have had an accurate number for the total destroyed.

But the 1991 catalog will use Lindemuth’s figure as a
saarter, divide it by 48 to amrive at “Toml PNCs” of
277,260. That is less than one-third of the former total.

We do not know if we arc correct in accepting the Mori-
son figure. But, then again, we have had to edit many of
the numbers we have been given by BEP.

If we were playing bascball, we would probably give this
figure an ascerisk. ¥




Price purple cancels

LeTTerS: in the PNC Catalog

I've been using the caralog a lot w help in writing up
auction lots. It occurred to me that there arc several listings
to suggest: :

18F7—single with purple machine cancel, $500. (This
means it was used during the time the rate was current.)

20T12 and 20T14—single with purple machine cancel,
$100. (Same thing. I've been selling these, but I've never
seen an 18F7 pMC.)

I know you've not been pricing PMCs generally, which is
just as well since the market for them is erratic except in
these three instances.

22F13—There are three positions of the plate number
(there may be more, but three are fairly easy to distin-
guish). These are genuine plate varieties. An illustration
would be wonderful.

22F11—I'm glad to see the re-entry on this in the cata-
log.
gE.d Denson

Alderpoint, Calif.

In reply: Ken Lawrence estimates that PMCs are even rarer
than we had thought. These three stamps will have prices
in the 1991 edition. And the 22F13 positions will be illus-
trated. Suggesdons for any other changes are always wel-
come., :

Please pull my ad! . .

I'm afraid hat 7i9Cs-have been mach morc popular than
I had expected and have sold more than 40 of the sets in
my March adlet. 1 have no more, so pleasc modify or can-
ccl my ad.

Never in advertising since 1955 have I had such a re-
sponse to onc small ad.

Roberc E. Barker
Dunwoody, Ga.

Mr. Barker's ad has been altered and will be given an extra

run for its money to make up for the deleted offer.

USPS abbreviations meaningless

The abbreviations (for each new postal rate) are irrelevant
to PNC collecrors because they will never appear on covers
using any kind of stamps. They arc part of the Manifest
Mailing System (MMS), used by mailers who preparc mail-
ings by means of automated equipment, who have a scr-
vice agrecment with USPS, for mailings on which posaage is
paid under the permit imprint system.

Using MMS requires a “keyline™ to appear on each mail-
piece, either two lines above the address or in the lower left
of an envelope (or address label if the piece is not lerter-
size).

I 43611237 2 28 453 1-14

KEY LINE—TPN's phane bill came with this key line in the
lowar lefl corner, showing 2-cunce ZB poslage of 46.3¢.

53

The Plate Number, May 1991

Pedro’s World of PNCs
by Pedro Ortegon, M.D., and Richard J. Nazar

Reading fram left to right, the keyline must show: serial
number of the piece in the mailing, its weight in cunces if
Arst-clezs, itz rate caregory (using those ows lewer abbrevi-
ations), and rthe postage paid in dollars.

I was a bit surprised that you mail now with permic im-
print rather than precancels.

Henry W. Beecher
Pordand, Ore.

In reply: It saves licking more than 400 stamps. But now

we need to know what the last part of the key line, the “1-

14" means.

Darn that © symbol

I have been working on my exhibit, “Tomorrow’s Classics
(.S, Flag and Transporadon Coil Issues of 1981)7, for
years. It has been accepted for Philatclic Show 1991 at
Boxborough, Mass., in May and my application for STaMp-
+HOW 91 in Philadelphia has been acknowledged, bur ac-
cecptance is still pending. Also pending is PHILANIPPON 91
in Tokyo in November.

Since this is the tenth anniversary of PNCs, 1 am working
very hard 1o promote PNCs by exhibiting everywhere possi-
ble.

I have onc concern now. When we started, we all maded
information frecly. But now I am confused by everything
having copyright symbals.

So I am wridng for permission to usc some of your infor-
mation in my exhibits from both the catalog and TPN.

My data originally came from BEP printing reports, but |
am sure that in some cases I have revised this, based on
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one of the above.

I have permission from Rich Nazar on paper types, etc.

I do not have anything specific to request, but if my ex-
hibit makes it to Philadelphia, I do not want to get flak be-
cause | violated someone’s copyright.

Bleasc advise how I should proceed.

Bill McMurray
Westerley, R.I.

In reply: Basically, the copyrights on the cawalog, TPN,
and individual articles in 7PNV arc intended as revenue
protection against commercial infringement. The 1991
edition of the catalog will make it clear that cirarion by
collectors is clearly permittied. Publication of chis reply to
your letter also grants such permission in regard to 7PN.

As the catalog now states, PNC Caralog Numbers may be
used freely by anyone and credit would be welcome. That
should apply to all data in the catalog as well.

PS. T will be wearing my APs name badge and hope 1o
mect many PNC collectors in person.

I would appreciate it if any PNC collectors who are ex-
perts in their specialry would look over my exhibic and
bring errors or suggestions to my attention.

I also hope to be exhibiting at Nojex 91 in Secaucus, N.J.

I hope that by giving advance notice, this will bring PNC
collectors to these shows.

in reply: McMurray won a vermeil at Sonex 91 along
with the BIA President’s Award and his exhibit was voted
the most popular showing.

PREsenting the PREfix

The note in the current issue of TPAV regarding the use’
of some words made me think thar the UsSPs may be guilty
of many sins, philatelic ar otherwise, but it scems to me
that it cannot be accused of not making “syntactical” sense
when it uses words such as “presorted,” “prebarcoded,”
and “prephosphared.”

An accusation of not making semantc sense might be
made, but it would be difficult to support. 1 shall be PRE-
sumptuous cnough to defend Uses, knowing thac TPV
readers will not PREjudge or come with PREconceived no-
tions thar will PREvent them from agreeing with reasonably
PREsented arguments.

We will leave aside as wivial the fact that it is BEP or other
contractors that receive PREphosphored paper, while uses
receives PREsorted or PREbarcoded mail. Instead, we will
concentrate or USPS. The face is that the “pre” part of the
three words objected to can claim s respectable lincage dat-
ing back to Latin: “pre,” meaning “before,” is only one of
a group of words (mostly PREposidons), which, because
they are placed before (pre) a word whose meaning they
are supposed to modify, are called PREfixes.

It is not only logically, but also semantically, correct that
mail that has been sorred before it reaches UsPs is called by
it “presorted”; mail whose bar coding has been applied PRE-
viously, once it gets into USPS must be PREcisely called pre-
barcoded; and any paper to which the phosphor is applied,
not by the printer bur by the manufacturer should be
called PREphosphored, whether the phosphor was applicd
during the mixing of the pulp (“PREmixed”?) or as a coat-

ing after the paper is manufactured (“PREcoared”?).

UsPs is just following a vigorous tradition of the English
language, of using, to quote The Oxford Dictionary of Eng-
lish Etymology, “Latin preposidons before verbs and their
corresponding substantives,” in this case “pre-"or "pre-,”
with the meaning of “before,” or “previously.”

We would not oppose Usps calling “PREcanceled” those
stamps which had been canceled beforehand, and which,
therefore, need no cancelation as they go through the mail-
stream. {Let us not get into the “Service Inscribed” can of
worms, although, since these stamps do not require cance-
lation, cither, the semantic concept of “not needing any
further cancelation” could be extended to them without
doing violence to the language. Clarity, however, makes it
desirable @0 make the distinction berween the two.)

Since the sorting, barcoding, and phosphoring may take
place at different points in the process (Lawrence, PNC
Handbook), and in the case of phosphoring it makes a dif-
ference where it takes place, let us not leave the words
naked, taking away meaning from the concepr; let us keep
the words “presorted,” “prebarcoded,” "precanceled,” “pre-
phosphored.”

Let me now bare my ignorance. As I understand ic, a
phosphor is any substance chat carries or emits light under
cerrain circumstances. To phosphor something is to add a
substance with these properties. In ather words, the phos-
phor (zinc orthosilicate, for one) is used to mark, or tag,
something for identification. The objecr is then called
tagged by the phosphor, or, in short, phosphored.

Will someone please straighten me out?

In reply: What is there to straighten out. You've got it right.
When BEP tags & stamp, it has phosphored it. When the manu-
facturer puts tagging on paper he has phosphored it. By your
terminology, BEP phosphors the stamps but tuys prephosphored
paper from a manufacturer. But we call the BEP process tag-
ging and the product is described as “tagged.” When the paper
itself is tagged, at the paper mill, our wsage has been vo call it
‘phosphored.” Strictly speaking, however, both types of stamps
are “tagged” as well as “phosphored.” Our usage has been to

© call the stamps on which the image is over the tagging “phos-

phored.” The floor is open for discussion.

This would be the ideal moment to agree on a clear and
logical nomendaturc which will specify whether the phos-
phor is applied during the paper manufacture and into the
substance of the paper, as a coating by the manufacurer,
as pare of the printing process, or by applying it as a coat-
ing once the printing process has taken place. Now that
would be a real contribution to darity of communications.

Semanticists, lexicographers, David Barrie-LaVergnes,
Rich Nazars, Kim Cuniberus, Wayne Youngbloods of the
world, unite!

Pedro R. Orwegon, M.D.
Bedford, Ind.

In reply (by Steve Esrati): Dr. Ortegon’s plea for agree-
menc is open for discussion. Methinks he ieft out the Ken
Lawrences, Steve Esrats and Wolfgang Schins of the
world. .

My own position is as follows: Since the Postal Service



does not accept unsorted bulk mail, calling sorted mail
“presorted” is redundant; and since it does not grant dis-
counts o mail on which it does the bar coding, calling cus-
tomer-coded mail “prebarcoded” is also redundant.

As to the phosphoring, I'll await the judgments of the
readers. My preference is that we need to distinguish only
berween paper tagged at the printery and paper ragged (in
any manner) by the manufacturer. The reason we must do

this is because the tagging is above or below the printed’

image. Philatclic convendon has it that when the printer
applies taggant on top of the image, the stamp is tagged.
There is not yet a clear usage on what to call it when the
paper manufacturer does the tagging.

And, incidentally, there are other methods of tagging, us-
ing Auorescence instead of phosphorescence. Most Europe-
an stamps are fluorescent. But a fluorescent stamp is

tagged, roo.

The proof is not yet there

Two minor (but possibly not) peints w e=mc? in the
March issue:

* Though I hate to think so, I cannot absolucely rule out
the passibility of four B mats having been used on Plares 5
and 6. One cannot exclude something if we cannot prove
it did not happen.

* Gaps are listed on Page 39 in logical order (descending
or ascending). While it would be nice if BEP really did do
“41,, then 3L, then 2L, etc.,” we have no real proof.

David E. Barrie-LaVergne
Rascron, Mass.

In reply: The listing of gaps was an editorial nicety and
was not intznded to convey the idea thar they appeared in
chronological order. However, with the exception of the
onc gap at SR on 17T5Pba and 17T6Pba, we do believe
that every shift of the gap signifies a different run of the
press, although not necessarily on a different date.

Kim Cuniberti specifically allowed for the existence of
four B mats in the last bulleted item on Page 41 by saying
“thar a portion of the July 1, 1983, prinung might have
been from four B mats.” But we haven’t been able to prove
that, yet.

Who censored my cartoon?

It secms like the censors got hold of the proofs (ar least
that is the way censored articles or photographs would ap-
pear in the papers in Colombia during a very bleak period
of military dictatorship between 1948 and 1953) and X'd
this issue’s cartoon.

Pedro Oreegon, M.D.
Bedford, Ind.

What do | have here?

I have a 4¢ Steam Carriage coil with an untagged line 12
stamps to the right of the numbered stamp. What is ie?
Bob Belk
Turlock, Calif.
In reply: The line is the wagging break caused by the edge
of the ragging mat.
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New PMC is reported
1 have 2 4T1 single with a purple machine cancel.
William LaSalle
Clayton, Kan.

How do we count these? :
LBy pbene] 1 know there’s been controversy about how we
count tagging breaks, but what do you do when on the 4¢
Sceam Carriage the tagging break sits exacdy on the perfs?

Ron Maifeld
Cindinnad, Ohio

You probably already know it, bur in case you don't the
vertical tagging breaks on the new 4¢ Stearn Carriage coil
is at the perfs so that under UV light it looks just like line
pair stamps.

Francis C. Pogue
Virginia Beach, Va.

In reply: Tagging breaks on the Steam Carriage appears to
be the exception. This did not happen on any of the other
overall-ragged stamps printed on the B Press ($1T, 20TX,
15T2, 5T1Y, or 4T1Ri). And it certainly did not happen
to tagging breaks produced on Cottrell press 803.

But not all Sceam Carriage breaks are right on the perfs.
Ken Lawrence has one wherce the break runs righr chrough
the plare number.

That means we will have o continue treating tagging
breaks as we did constant plate varictics and number them
by the stamp, not by the perfs. What this means is thac if
the break runs across the numbered stamp, itis on 1L,

Eugene Emnst has also noticed that on some Steam Car-
riages, the breaks tend to wander a hair.

The discussion is now open on how we will number the
tagging breaks that fall on the perfs.

Voice of a mere mortal

As a mere mortal general collecror—who doesn't spend
his hobby hours looking at coils under a microscope or
perhaps doesn’t understand fully the significance research
on stamps will bring w0 the Transportadon Coil collec-
tor—I am honored to be given the opportunity to sub-
scribe once again to TPN.

I'll have to leave the hard work to the vencrable study
group and hope that Dr. Rabinowitz is speaking to Ken
Lawrence again,

Ahl, but I did note a request in the last TPN for help
from us general stffs as regards how many of a given plate
number were found in various general mixcures. Maybe we
have something to offer after all.

George L. Richards 1]

Duxbury, Mass.

TPN—the sole source
1 continue to enjoy the articles and informaton found
nowhere else. Keep up the great work.
Jeffrey M. Gordon
Chicago
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Labels tell which Stagecoach you’ve got

The 4¢ Stagecoach with overall tagging has been found with
three different wrapper labels.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz found two different labels on rolls
that exhibited “walking” tagging breaks and yet another label on
rolls that had stationary tagging breaks.

The two labels from the “walking” break differed chiefly in
that one had no copyright “©.” In addition, the “1* in “$120"
was %,,ths of an inch high and had no serif. The one with the “©"
had a “1" that was "¥ynds of an inch high.

On the rolls with the stationary break, the “1” had a serif and
was 1, nds of an inch tall.

How USPS turned luck to gloom...

Sometimes you think you got lucky. Eugene Ernst was dis-
tirhed about the odd-man-out report by Scott Smith that his
roll of the 4¢ Steam Carriage had only one tagging break be-
tween plate numbers.

So Emst went out and bought another roll of 500 in Houston.
Emst got a complete roll that was untagged.

It also happened in Raleigh, N.C., where James Courter
mailed himself some covers bearing the 21¢ Railroad Mail Car
and two Steam Carriages. They arrived uncanceled! When
Courter checked, his roll was untagged, too.

But, as you will have noticed on our front page, the untagged
stamps are intentionally untagged. So the “luck™ wasn't what it
appeared to be. Sorry, no cigars!

...but luck stays at the philatelic cave :

The cave in Kansas City has been sending out overall tagged
copies of the 4¢ Stagecoach.

But orders are a poker gamne. The Postal Service said the Phila-
telic Sales Division in the cave will not try to identify tagged or
untagged siamps because it is difficult 1o do. That means the
hucky ones get the overall tagged stamps, and the rest of us will
end up with block tagging.

The tagging break that simply wasn’t

It was a bad-news/good-news siteation. First, George Leduc
calied to say he had found a tagging break on a 1¢ Ommibus
from Plate 6. That would have upset all the theories about tag-
ging breaks, because BEP said Plates 5 and 6 were prinied on
Press 801, which did not preduce breaks. Leduc seat off his find
1o Emst for examinaton. Emst's finding: Just messy tagging,
with same taggant even showing in the uniagged portons. So
BEP was right, and we do not have to revise all our work.

Advertising non-existent plate numbers

Hank Karen of Michael M. Karen advertised “F" stamps
with the numbers 1212 and 2122 in Linn’s. All kinds of calls
came in to TPN w ask about those previously unheard of num-
bers.

So we asked Karen. “They're wrong. | was promised supplies
of these by reputable dea.lers 1 asked them to make sure of the
numbers. They were wrong."”

The labels gave the same result

David E. Barrie LaVergne, the spirit behind the Coil Label
Study Group, has joined the concerted drive to bring the 17¢ pre-
cancels into focus, Building on the “e=mc2” material in the last
two issues of TPN, he studied the labels. Qut came a 19-page re-
port, complete with illustrations. The report is free ($1.04 for

postage, please) from B-LaVergne at 27 Braddock Park, Boston,
Mass. 02116-5816.

In point of fact, B-LaVergne was way lhead of everybody else
in trying to figure out the printing history of these 17¢ Electric
Auto stamps. While he also used information from BEP, The
Plate Number Cail Catalog, and TPN, he concentraied on the la-
bels.

Said he: “I was thoronghly excited to see how my label-related
theories matched ‘e=mc2.' Frankly, ['ve been out here in left
field for some time, and doubted whether anyone clse was inter-
esled in such picayune questions as *Which Gap Came First?* "

Rare Americanas emerge in rate change

When the rate change hit Salt Lake City, they did not have any
23¢ Mary Cassau stamps for the second ounce. But they did
manage to find 20¢ Flag sheet stamps from Plate 4 and 3¢ Park-
man coils.

But what really fascinated Geralkd H. Clark was that they
also put out 28¢ Fort Nisqually and 29¢ Sandy Hook Lighthouse
sheet stamps, both with what the Scout Catalogue calls “dull
finish gum,”

Scott prices the normal 2B¢ at 55¢ mint and the dry gum ver-
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sion at $1.50; on the 29¢ the prices are 55¢ and $3.00.

So far, there are no reports of any 20¢ coils going back on sale,
although USPs reported 40.4 million Fire Pumpers in its vaulis in
January 1989.

The lonely road to the gold medal

Some people like to go it alone. Take Darrell Erzberger. He
does not subscribe 10 7PN, doesn’t buy the PNC Catalog, and
does not belong to PNC3. But he is a consistent winner at stamp
shows with his exhibit of Cotwrell printings. At Sarapex in Sara-
sota, Fla., in February, Erzberger won a vermeil and an APS mad-
al of excellence.

Tim Lindemuth doesn’t subscribe either. But his exhibit of
the 20¢ Flag, “Makings of a 1980s Classic,” won 2 gold medal at
the Garfield-Perry March Party, where the Burean Issues Associ-
ation (BIA) held its annual meeting. He also won a BIA grand
award and an APS medal of excellence.

Agris cleans up with his coil exhibit

Dr. Joseph Agris has been winning so many gold medals at
50 many stamp shows with his exhibit of classic U.5. coils, that
the weeklies ought 1o save the type for their list of show win-
ners. In just one issue of Linn’s, Dr. Agris was listed as a gold-
medal winner at four different shows for the same exhibit.

Godin finds double-paper on plate number
George V.H. Godin, a member of the PNC Smudy Group, &t-
tended Garfield-Perry in his role as executive secretary of the
BIA. He brought along some goodies o show the PNCers.
One item was a strip of five of the tagged 18¢ Washington
Monument with a mill splice going just past the numbered
starnp in both directions, making the PNC a double-paper variety.

Non-BEP priniers win
contracts to print coils
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The other jtem was even more dramatic: a strip of black
stamps with a red stripe across the center.

Under closer examination throogh the smeared ink, one could
detect that it was a strip of 22¢ Flags, and if one really strained
one could see the “1” at the bottom of the middie stamp. Godin
said the original strip had 13 stamps in it
Lawrence finds break on plate number

And how about this?7 At Garfield-Perry, Ken Lawrence
pulled out 2 strip of tagged 4¢ Steam Carriages in which the
tagging break was exactly in the center of the nombered stamp.

All Rushmore stamps off C/D Press

As this is written, the 29¢ Mt. Rushmore stamps have come
out with six plate numbers, five of which were known even be-
fore the first day (Plate 3 was found later).

Based only on the sizes of the rolls, one would have guessed
that Plate 6, known only in rolls of 500 and 3,000, was off the B
Press. All the other plates (1, 2, 3, 4, and 7), were known in rolis

.of 100. Plate 7 was also known in large rolls.

But when collectors opened rolls from Plate 6, the interval be-
tween plate numbers wmed out to be 48, just like every other
plate number. That indicates that all Rushmore stamps, so far,
are off the C or D Press. So is the 23¢ Lunch Wagon, Michael
O’Hara of USPS said.

The wagging on the Rushmores is again from the paper mill,
not from BEP. But we already have an indication that the paper is
of two types.

Harold Potkewitz noticed that stamps from Plate 2 have
whitish tagging under UV while stamps from Plate 4 have green-
ish-yellow tagging. He also noticed that on rolls of 500, Plate 2
exhibiled a creeping tapping bresk. O

TPN Average climbs io record

The Postal Service has contracied for

coil stamps to be prinied outside the Bu-

reau of Engraving and Printing. It is not $250.00

known whether these stamps will carry 320000 1 $18040

plate numbers. $150.00 4 P
U.S. Banknote Co. was awarded a con- $100.00

tract 10 print unphosphored offset/intaglio $50.00

coils. Whal this probably means is that

these stamps will have surface tagging il $000 1990 Cal

TPN Average
3204.15 ~ s207.70
$183.51 smo..u_ 3104 B4 .
TPN V-3 TPN V4 TPN V-6 TPN V2 TPN VI-3

they are denominaled higher than eight
cents.

The only offset/intaglio cails so far have
been the 25¢ Honeybee. An auempt to
print them on phosphored paper failed be-

RECENT CHANGES—Prices of PNCs in the TPN Average have moved gradually up-
ward o a new Tecord this month.

cause the tagging did not activate postal
machinery through the heavy offset ink.
All of that press run at BEP had to be de-
sgoyed.

Pressmen at BEP have objected to sur-
face lagging on safely grounds, and the
shift to U.S. Banknole could be an at-
1empt to get around that objection.

Stamp Venturers will print gravure, in-
1aglio, and offset coils, No offset-only

$250.00
$200.00
$150.00
§100.00
$50.00
$0.00

1985
Catalop Catalog

TPN Average

$207.70

1986 1967 1588 1889 1980

Catalog Catalog Calalog Catalog

TPN VI3

coils have been printed previously as
PNCSs.
Coil contracts for the firms have not

been announced. [ sued aflar 1985,

YEARLY PROGRESS—Chart shows progression of prices since tha first PNC Cata-
iog was published in 1985. The average's divisor has been adjustad for stamps is-
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Tagging breaks on Cottrell Press PNCs (vpaated tarough April 15, 1991)
CaL No. | 6L [ aL n 3L i " 1) 3n (1] 3] [}
Symboie s abbreviations
2T BSb |BSH JiCwSL [BCo J
B= ber braek has
ﬁ ghsm s g'c::.l 33& .'1' mm.l:hmd“
2o S BCH: J} BChe J heacds misc show b
-~ breaks.
m 85  1BSH J1Sh ] cu g serew lecationa:
g b gsb jace J}ACt 1e BED {8 IS | e bebotiom;
5T Sb BSw | BCb J) BOY BCBL J cxcomplete fawianer
J = & jmetior: of four mats
B.2Ta BSt% hes been found st this io-
5.2T5 BSt% cxtion, Thie ln seen e &
horizontal break PLUS a
17T1 B BCe J vertical break,
1772 ] pce J
1778 BCH Ji BCbe J % « oxiets with Bb, but nol
1774 BChH | BChe J st In & numbared atrip.
PS5 —— [3L T2 it iR [R |
Notes to above chal  Mueggenburg finds a break—sort of—on 29U1111

17T4, 3R found used as a
PS/4.

All positions are given by
stamp, not by perforation. 1L
is the stamp with the plate
number.

This chart developed and up-
dated by Eugene R. Ems:.
Please new finds to
him at 15522 Windy Cove,
Houston, TX 77095. Piease
include a diagram showing
how you count positon. For
a free conversion chart to
perforation numbering,
please write Ermnst.

Overall tagging
{only on rolls whera the
tagging break Is constant and
does not 'walk’)

4TIRI(W) SR (M

4T1X 12L/R. 11L, 8L.
6L, 2L, 1L, 2R,
3R,6R, 7R, 9R,
10R, 11IR

5T1Y 10L, 7L, 6L, 5L,.
4L (7). SR

15T2i (W)  11L, 5L, 8L 7L,
6L (M, 5L, 4L.
2L, 1L, 1R, 2R,
3R, 1IR

20TZXi 12L/R

SIT1 12L, 11L

“W indicates that a “‘walk-
ing” tagging break has also
been reported. This means a
break can be found on all po-
sitons. :
A question mark indicates
that the reported posiuon has
ed.

not been confirm
Untagged stripe
across top or bottom
4T1Ri Top
ST1Y Top. bottom
15T Top, bouwom
$IT1 Top, bottom

Emst welcomes new reports.

H. Harry Mnpeggenburg has
found a sort of tagging break
constant at 31 on 29U1111.

These stamps were printed
on phosphored paper and,
therefore, should have no tag-
ging breaks.

‘What he found was a 3mm
vertical line in which the tag-
ging was much darker under
short-wave UV than the tag-
ging on the rest of the strip.
The stripe is still tagged.

He said he found the same
thing on every numbered strip
in a roll of 100,

TPN was unable to find any-
thing similar on other strips of
1111 (or even on scrap).

Said Mueggenburg: “It's not
a tagging break, but what is
i

It may be that we are look-
ing is papers from different
suppliers. Since we have been
unable to leam what method is
used by paper manufacturers
o put phosphors on the paper,
we cannot speculate on what
may have cavsed Mueggen-
burg's vertical stripes.

But TPN's re-examination of
29U in UV to confirm Mueg-
genburg's find did reveal that
some of the stamps show up
as almost white in UV while
athers appear yellow,

While it is 100 early 1o teli,
the differance may help in de-
termining whether a strip was
from a roll of 100 or from a
large roll of 500 or 3,000.

The yellow tagging found by
TEN all came from strips lak-
en from rolls of 100; the white

TAGGING
tagping from rolls that were
printed both ways. Different
sized plates were used for the
to print rolls of 10D and larger
1olls of the F stamp.

The tagging on both the
block-tagged and the phos-
phored version of the 25¢ Flag
also showed a yellow and a

white Uv reaction.

No one has yet done a smdy
of these phenomena on the
Yosemites, and it is not
known whether roll size.

In examining stips for the
color of the tagging, it is best
to place several strips under
the light at the same time, o
mzke the difference in the col-

.or of the taggant more clearly
discernible. O

BUYING

ERRORS,
FReAKS,

ITIES

Impertorates, Colors omitted,
Pert shifts, Color shifts,
Miscuts, etc.

MONTCLAIR

STANMP CO.

(215) 728-7836

P.0. Box 38

Cheltenham, Pa. 19012

Member: APS, BIA, PF



R

h)

AL LLLSELSL IS PSS LSS T LS IL LSS I LS LS L L LS SIS IILISS LS E SIS

2:ﬂf5!!fCl5l5ICfﬁf5fCtEf5A5dCi9GdCi5l2‘25!!!:!!!5!5!5#5!115!5f1i5i5l5f?4!1iﬁAﬁ4G!54L!b5J&ﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂf&ﬂiﬂiﬂiﬁfﬂf&i’
‘I
’ Kim Cuniberti, APS, PNC® 7
? 4
- 10.9¢ #3 & #4 !
Z Net price specials ?
7 3 F-VFuu. 4 - T— $450.00 7
A L T 45000
~ Setof BOM.rrrre 80000 7
7
7 3 VFeren L — $500.00 7
7 4 Voo T — 50000 7
UL T R—— 900.00 %
rA
AL - CTAL — $600.00 7
7 4 XF eornnerrenne PS/10.cccuumennene 600.00 7
T X1t —— 1,075.00 7
7
7 Only one of each strip listed is :’é
% available. Please call to reserve. 7
7 (203) 431-4303. 7
% 4
/ Contemporary Coils "é
/ ~ P.O. Box 3654 :
: Danbury, CT 06813-3654 Z

May net pr:ce Spec:als

3TIAV PS5
{3 sirips with plate crack)

4T1AvV PS5 VvF $12.50
[MEW Biob left of latt wheel, overall ugg:m no M)

4.9T5PV1 P! 25

i (*Rain crack,” cul number)
i| 4.9T5PVIc PS5 VF $25

{"Aain crack continualion™)

B2TaP-2L P310 5 110
{Hash mark)

7.4T21 PS5 XF §75
["Blown tire") .

9.3T56P-3L PS1C XF §75
(Hash mark. Prics is {or bath sinps. VF @ 360}

108T2P3R Ps10 VF $100
(loweniry &121)

11TV2 PS5 F 525
{"Brake shos")

11T1PV2 PS5 F $10
("Brake shoe™ prlcanc!led}

15T2iV1 VF $10

15T2iv1c $10

FSE VF
{NEW "Anchar §ne” and continuation, no . The pair: $17.50}
18T10Vs PSS F $16

{*Lighining bol” precursor)

18F1 PS5 XF $475
18F2 PS5 XF 35
1853 PS5 VF 5850
20F4 P53 XF $50
2276V PS5 XF £20
~_[*Flying saucer’)

22F3 PS5 F-VF $as
22F2 PSS XF $55

Many cther vanelies in sicck

Stephen G. Esrati

P.Q. Box 20130,Shakar Heights, OH 44120-012, [216) 561-8393
Sorry,no discounts on this sske
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TRY UV MOUNTS®

Ulira View Mounts®© let you inspect lumi-
nescent varieties. Accommodate up to a
strip of 10.

Send a SASE to

GET THE FACTS

or send $1.00 to covar postage and handling lo receive

FREE SAMPLES

or BUY a package for $5.00, enouﬁgh for 5O strips of
5, or 75 stips ol 3 (please add 52¢ postage).

Ultra View Mounts® or UV Mounts®
copyright 1991 by H. Mueggenburg
3525 Bluff Court
Carmichael, CA 95608

ik

NEWLY FOUND ERROR

1897 1< (old press) 364
UNTAGGED ERROR
F-VF  $70.00 PS5
VF 80.00 ‘PS5
XF 100.00 PS5

Very few Transportation coils have
been found as untagged errors.
Very limited supply. Orders filled on
first-come basis.

F & M STAMPS

Frank Marrelli
4617 - 23rd Avenue
Kenosha, W1 53140-3146
(414) 652-9622

A ®
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BEP: ‘Missing-yellow’ Bee has traces of yellow

fiowers.

P .. B N

e e - e

By Gerald H. Clark

We now know where the yellow went
on Howard Moser’s find of eight 25¢
Honeybees withont the Pantone yellow
background color.

After an eight-month wait for a reply,
the Burean of Engraving and Printing de-
termined that the stamps do have traces of
yellow ink. That means the stamps cannot
be classified as a color-missing variety.

Pertinent sections of the BEP's reply,
written by Johnnie A. Moore, a superviso-
1y public affair specialist, follow:

The 25¢ Honeybee stamps were examined
visually and microscopicelly, using ambienl
and ullraviolel illumination. There are no
signs ol tampering and the phosphor 1ag-
pant is intact.

Under stereo binocuiar and compound mi-

Lrascoplc examination, il was found ihat lhe
background of the Honeybee siamp contains

USPS keeps

Continued from Page 51

was no black at all.

with blue ink.
The answer was:

11.1Ti1—New stamp. The 11.1¢ Unicycle, intended 1o meet
the basic nonprofit rate. Ken Lawrence mentioned this unan-
nounced stamp in his Liar'r column.

19T1— New stamp. 19¢ Fishing Boat Listed for mid-April
release in the March-April Philatelic Catalog. The stamp would
meet the rate for post cards. Michael O"Hara, a USPs spokesman,
said the stamp will be issued, but the date is undetermined.

23T2— New stamp. The 23¢ Lunch Wagon, released April 12
at Columbus, Ohioc. The stamp meets the second-ounce raie on
first-class letters. (Plate 3 also reported.)

29F1— New stamp. The 29¢ Fiag Over Mount Rushmore. Re-
leased March 29 at Mt. Rushmore, S.D. (a branch of the Key-
stone post office). This stamp was known with six plate numbers
(1, 2, 4, 6, and 7) even before the release date (Plate 3 was found
later). The reports came from philatelic clerks and accountable-
paper clerks who examined sealed rolls for visible plate nurm-
bers. The Buffalo, N.Y., post office said before the release date
that Rushmore stamps were being found in the mailstream, pre-
sumably becanse of shortages of 29¢ F stamps. Lizn’s reported a
host of commercial covers dated as early as March 8.

fraces of yellow ink. These traces of yellow
ink are more easily seen al the lop of the
second and third slamp [in & siflp of 1hree,
ed.] in lhe area occupled by “USA.. and the
blank space abave the green leaf al the righl
corner of the iwo slamps.

The presence of 1he Qreen Igaves and iha
yellow bady of the bee is indlcalive that the
stamps have not been exposed o solvents.
Solvent will leach (he color [rom the leaves,
furning them bise, and will render the body
of the bee pastel yellow or colorless. Addi-
{ionally, exposure to excessive arlticial or
nalural radialion would have laded Ihe red

... Since traces of ink are deleciabie in the
background of {he stamps. we beliave Ihal
thete was a briel moment during their pro-
duction when the ink tountain for the back-
ground color experienced ink stanvalion.

BEP enclosed a color photocopy of a-
used Honeybee labeled “After exposure
to solvents.” On this stamp, which was
sopplied by BEP, the leaves are, indeed,
blue, having removed both the Pantone
yellow and the process yellow.

At the time [ submitted the Honeybee
strip, I also sent in a strip from Plate 4 of
the 22¢ Flag in which the Capitol was
blue. Unlike copies of the “Ene blue,”
which is known to have had the black
contaminated by blue, this strip was much
bluer, leading me to suspect that there

1 asked whether it was printed solely

The submitied 22¢ Flag Slamps were ex-
amined visually, microscopically, and spec-
trophiometrically 1o delermine il Ihe Dlue

Capilol Is entirely blue or a mixiure of blue
and biack ink. As you observed, it is
ditticult 1o dalermine visually it the blus Im-
age of tha Capilol conlains black ink. How-
ever, under microscoplc examination, fraces
of black ink are evidenl. Tha same observa-
tlon helds true for Ihe images of "USA" and
*22" since lhese images are printed using
the same Tountain that supplias ink ler the
Capltol. The specirophotometric  analysis
aiso indicales tha! the Gapliod was not print-
ed enlicely wilh biue Ink.

Based on our examination, N Is believed
thal the images ware prinied with contami-
nated ink, The concentralion of comamina-
tion in the black founlaln will change or
weaken over a period of Lime as more of 1he
Intended ink is delivered 1o the lounlain.
Therefore, i a black ink, which was used for
prinling these Flag slamps, had bacoma
contaminated -during a "shul down,” a
blulsh Ink would become blacker during
press operalipn. -

The submitled stamps do not meet BEP
siandards and should have been delecled
during the examination process.[)

us guessing on new stamps

29M—New stamp. The denominated 29¢ Flower. These
stamps were reported in the March-April Philatelic Catalog as
being available in mid-April in large rolls and in rolls of 100.
The rationale behind the stamps was that they could be quickly
printed by BEP, using the magenta, cyan, and yellow gravure
plates that were used on the F stamp, substituting & new black
plate with the denomination.

But when Philatelic Release 18 was issued for publication on
March 18, these stamps were described only as sheet and book-
let stamps. The issue date for those stamps was given as April 5.
There was no mention of coil stamps.

Curiously, Lina’s, in its April 8 edition, showed a color photo-
graph of the new stamps, depicting a coil stamp. Michael Lau-
rence, editor of Linn's, said the piclure was a color wransparency
that had bean supplied by the Postal Service.

O'Hara said a coil version of the *F” stamp will be printed this
summer. He did not know who had been awarded the contrast to
print these stamps. If any printer other than BEP won the con-
wact, any benefit from recycling the BEP plates used 1o prini the
F stamps wonld be lost.

The possibility exists that these 29¢ coils could have been de-
layed because the contract for printing these gravure slamps was



awarded to Stamp Venturess of Fairfax, Va.

Philatelic Release 17 said Stamp Veaturers had been awarded
contracts to print gravure, intaglio, and offset/intaglio sheet and
coil stamps. The F stamps were gravure coil stamps.

{The New York Times reported on March 29 that the 35¢ Den-
nis Chavez sheet stamp in the Great Americans Series is being
printed by Canadian Bank Note Co., of Ouawa, Ont., and would
be perforated by Stamp Venturers. Philateiic Relegse 16 had
said the Chavez stamp would be printed by BEP. But Ira Polikoff,
the spokesman for BEP, told the Times the Chavez stamp “was
never on our schednle.” The Times said one other unidentified
stamp was also being printed in Canada.

(Stamp Venturers is a partnership formed by Richard C. Sen-
nett. While still working at BEP as assistant director of research
and engineering, Sennett had inappropriate dealings with Ameri-
can Bank Note Co. of Blauvelt, N.Y., for which he weat 10 work
in 1977. He was indicted in 1979 on federal conflict-of-interest
charges. Sennett pleaded no contest and was sentenced to a
year’s probation and fined $500.

[Sennett, has modeled dozens of U.S. stamps since he was sen-
tenced.

[Ken Lawrence, a contributing editor to 7PN—in an open let-
ter o the postmaster general which appeared in The Philatelic
Comrmunicator—charged that USPs was throwing a lot of work
to Sennett by tailoring specifications for stamps in such a way
that the private-sector companies would be given an advantage.]

30T?— New stamp. The 30¢ Cardinal, announced for release

Tagging stops on all stamps with face
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June 22 in Aurara, Colo,, as & definitive stamp. But this may
end up being the successor to the 25¢ Honeybee and may even
be the second stamp the Times said was being printed in Canada,
It remains to be seen whether this is a coil stamp.

Not even & rumor has surfaced abont the possible release of a
19.8¢ stamp to meet the basic commercial bulk rate.

One rumor that did spring np was that USPS was reticent to an-
nounce its stamp program because it was hoping that the rates
approved by the Postal Rate Commission would be set aside and
USPs would get its requestad 30¢ first-class mate.

O'Hara shot down that rumor: “We are going on the assump-
tion that the current rates will be in effect for at least a year.”

It should be evident from the above list that the usual flood of
fractional stamps needed for commercial and nonprofit bulk mail
may not be forthcoming with this rate change. By issuing a
calch-all 5¢ and 10¢ service-inscribed stamp, one for each class
af bulk mail, USPS would avert the need for stamps for every
such rate. A mailer would use either the S¢ or the 10¢ stamp and

P2y the remainder of the postage with his mailing certificate.

This actually makes good sense in view of the staggering num-
ber of discounts available for level of sorting and for automa-
fion, not o mention the added discount for delivering bulk mail
to delivering bulk-mail centers.

O'Hara also assured TPV that information of the type formerly
available in BEP plate-activity reports would be made available
for coil stamps produced by privale printers. [J

value less than 8¢

Continued from Page 51

tionwide, taach tco many i be an un-
tagged error. ‘

But some dealers quickly placed ads, of-
fering the untagged “errors” for as much
as $20.

It now appears that the overall-lagged
Steam Carriage may be the rarer stamp
because USPS decided to stop lagging
stamps with a face value less than 8¢,

The decision became eflective Jan. 1.
The tagged stamps were apparently print-
ed before that.

Both stamps will be listed separately in
the 1991 Plate Number Coil Catalog.

Conrad Keydel of Detroit sponed a way
o tell them apart as whole coils because
the label of the untagged version has
slightly larger type than the untagged on
rolls of 500. But you will need a compari-
son label o distinguish one from the other
because the sizes differ very little.

Keydel also noted that all rolls of 3,000
he has seen are tagped.

Don McDowell, director of the Office
of Stamp Marketing, told Youngblood
that all new stamps with face value under
8¢ and all such existing stamps sent back
to press would be untagged for revenue-
protection purposes.

But Contributing Editor Ken Lawrence
said McDowell was not revealing the real
reason for dropping lagging. “If it were

possible, BEP would stop all tagging be-
cause the umions at BEP have filed an
osHA (Cccupaticial Safety and Health
Administration) action over tagging as a
health risk. That's also why BEP swilched
over to phosphored paper.”

BEP has had difficulty obtaining enough
phosphored paper 1o meet stamp needs.

Lawrence also cited a second reason for
dropping tagging: McDowell, long a pro-
ponent of printing U.S. stamps by offset
lithegraphy, sought to make it easier o do
50 by leaving stamps untagged.

As we saw with the 25¢ Honeybees
tagging problems, offset did not work
with phosphored paper. In the end, the
Honeybee was given a surface coating of
wupgant. That's the taggant the pressmen
don't want 1o work with.

Therefore, by dropping the tagging, off-
sel is possible.

Lawrence charges that McDowell's in-
terest in having stamps printed by the in-
ferior offser method is also linked to USPS
efforts o farm out more and more stamp
production 1o privale frms, away from
BEP.

- But McDowell’s explanation to Young-

blood is also true.

The Postal Service is aware that as auto-
mation in¢reases, the chances grow of
people simply putting a tagged 1¢ stamp
on a letter and letting it run merrily
through the facer-canceler and into the
matlstream.

Auiomated equipment cannot cull out
such underfranked mail. That leaves the
erforceraant of postal ioies to the deliver-
ing carrier, who is supposed to catch un-
derfrankings while sorting mail for his or
her route.

By leaving new, low-valne stamps un-
tagged, they will be readily distinguished
from those that meet current rates when a
mailpiece hits the facercanceler. That
equipment then rejects the mailpiece,
bringing it to the atiention of clerks
whose main business is revenue protec-
tion.

McDowell said the 8¢ cuioff was cho-
sen in consultation with the Postal Inspec-
tion Service. He told Linn's that the cut-
off could change from the B¢ level.

In the meantime, the l¢ Omnibus, re-
engraved for the B Press, has popped up
without tagging. It was first spotted in
vending machines in rolls of 3,000 and
was from Plate 2. The earliest known us-
age is March 6.

We may still get to see the following vn-
tapgged stamps:

» 2¢ Locomotive (Plate 1 or higher on
the B Press)

+ 3¢ Conestoga Wagon (a new plate is
needed because Plate 1 has been can-
celed)

+ 5¢ Circus Wagon (Plate 1 or higher)

» 5¢ Canoe (bur this may have a service
inscription) O
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Postal Service announces new stamps, FDC totals, printing contracts, tagging change

FDC totals
The Postal Sexvice released the following first duy
of issue posmark totals for the 1990 slamp and pasi-

al suonery program;
$1 Seaplane 24,775
05-Cent Circns Wagon 71,806
Philaalic Releare ¢
Flag Over Mount Rushmore

The Postal Service will cormmemorate the S0th an-
nivercary of Mt Rush-
more National Mem:ori-
al with a 29-cent Flag
Owver Mmble Rushmare o
samp to issued at
the memorial on March
29. This is the fimt flag
stamp  with the new
Firsi-Class rate.

The sump ... festures
the traditional fromtal
view of ML Rushmore
with the American flag waving sbave,

Canceived in 1923 by South Dakota officials, the
memorial wok shapes afier sculpror Gueon Borglum
sclected Mt mﬁmm because of its smooth-
grained granite, its prominent location, and its south-
&m exposure.

The sculpture consists of 60-foot heads of four
American presidents who represent the a5 ac-
complishments of Amesica’s fim 150 yeas—
George Washington, Thomas Jeffenan, Theodore
Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln. ‘Work began on
the memodal in 1927, and continued wntil 1941,
when Gutzon Borglum''s death:, the impending world
war, and the depletion of funds caused the project 10
be halted. Additional work.on Lhe sculpture, al-
though planned, was never mequmed.

Format: Coils cf 100, 500, wnd 3,000,

Iszue date: March 29, 1991, [EKU is March 8,
but no plate numbered copics have been reparted.

First-day ciiy: Mi. Rushmeee, 5D,

Printer: Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

Printing process: Intaglio.

Quantiy printed:

2.1 billion couls of 100
1.287 billion coils of 500
561 million cails of 3,000

Calors: Red, blue, maroon [PMS not stated)

Size:

Image  ©0.71 x0.82 inches or 18.0 % 20.8mm

Ovenll 0.87 x0M6inches 0t 22.1 x 24.4mm

Plate number:  Oneinuglio

Press:  [Not stated, but C ar D)

Scott Calalogue Number: 2523 |

[PNC Catslog Number: 29F1,2,3,4,6,a0d 7)

Philatelic Releasa {5

New Printing Contracts

The U.S. Postal Sexvice has entered into agree-
menit for nine new namp producion contracu for
1991, 10 include production in seven different stamp
oonﬁgmhons Thesu oum.nm were lhn:m:ll o to-
liciauons i i host-
ed by the Postal Setvwe m 1991.

The contracts were awarnded w;

»U.S. Banknote Co. of New York, N.Y. (offset
non-phosphored and cffsolfintaglio sheet siamps,
coil samps, samp beokleis).

« Sump Venwrers of Fairfax, Vi, (gravure, inwa-
glio, and ol'fsel.ﬁnu%o sheet stampe, coil stamps)

«KCS Indusuies Inc. of Milwaukee, Wis, (surnp
booklets)

Philatalic Relaase 17

Additions 1o slamp program
The U.S. Postal Service armounced first-day cities
and dates for additional starnps ... to be released lat.
1 this year:
Aprl 5 Flower (denominated) Rochester, N.Y.
29¢ sheet and booklet samp
Apil 12 Lunch Wagon Columbus, Chio
23¢ stammp

Data bank

of official information
Square brackets indicsts or additions! in-
formation byTPN All other matter is exactly as

provided by the Posta) Service.

May 25 Tractor-Truiler Secancus, N.J

10¢ definitive stamp
May25 Canoe Secaucus, N.J.

S¢ definitive stamp
June 22 Cardinal Aurors, Colo.

30¢ definitive stnmp

Philatalic Release 1&

Tagging to be omined

As of Jan. 1, all stamps with values betwoen 14
and 8¢ will be [mote fumre wenie on news re-
leased for publicstion March 18, 1961, ed.] without

phosphorescent tagging- This includes reprintings of -

stamps prescutly availsble such as the 4¢ Father
Flanagan stamp, the 4¢ Steamn Carriage coil stamp,
ud the 1¢ Omnibus coil stamp, a5 well as fuwre
new ismes in this value range.

Stamps are tagged 30 that mail-procesting equip-
ment can “find” them. Leaving the ugging off low-
value will precinde pascage through the ma-
chines of letters bearing just a low-value sump.
When used propezly in conjunctien with higher val-
ues, tha stamps will not impede mail processing bo-
cause lagging on the higher-value samps will be
recognized by the machines. This change will assist
in the colisction of posul revenue by insuring thas
leuers. with insufficient postage do not pass undo-
1ecied through automatic canceling squipment.

The Postal Sexvice will not offer firti-day cancel-

new varieties of “old” stampe because of difficulty
in idenifying them.
Philatelic Ralsase I8

23¢ Luncli‘:Wagon
The 23-cent Lunch Wagan cail which car-
ties the new second ounce Firsi-Class rate, will be

Format: Cails of 100, 500, and 3,000
Issue dale: April 12,1991,

First-day city: Columbus, Ohio.

[Paper: Phosphored]

Printer: Bureau of Engraving and Printing.
Printing process: Inlaglio (BEP).

Color: Bloe PMS 295U
Size:
Image  0.71x 0.82inches or 18.0x 20.8mm

Overall  0.87x 0/96inches or 22.1 x 24.4mm

Plaie number: One every 48 samps

Press:  [C Press, 1JSPS told TPN]

Scott Calalogue Number: 2454

[PNC Catalog Number: 23T2 and 23T3)
Philatelic Releaxs 23

UPDATE and C_(JRRECTIONS

New stamps

1T2RI—1¢ Ornibus, B Press, Plate 2, untagged.
(Cibulskac)

4T1XI-4¢ Sicam Camriage. Untagged intentional-
ly (Councr, Emst, Cuniberti, Dr. Rabinowitz, Key-
del, and many others.)

23T3—Pusie 2 of the 23¢ Lunch Wagon. (Cove-
ney)

23T3—Plaic 3 of the 23¢ Lunch Wagon. (Haake}

29F1—Plate | of the 29¢ Flag Over ML Ruth-
mare. Rolls of 100, (Cibultkes)

29F2—Same, Pisie 2. Ralis of 100, 500, 3,000.
(Cibulskas, Coveney) Stamps are on white phos-
phoved paper. (Poikewitz)

29F3—Same, Plaie 3. Rolls of 100, (Thomson,
Cumiberti)

29F4—Same, Plate 4. Rolls of 100, (Coveney)
Stamps are on phosphored peper that appear yellow-
ish-groen 1 UV, (Polkewitz)

29F6—Samc., Plaiz 6. Rolls of 500, 3,000, (Lucis)

29F7—Same, Plne 7. Rolls of 100. (Cibulgkas)

29U2211—29¢ undenaminaied RAower stamp.
Plates 2, 2, 1, 1. Found in rolls of 100 {Sclig) and
500 (Rev. Means via Thomsean).

Corrcctions 10 TPN

hgls—w'hm thig amicle on the red 10.9¢ Han-
b was editad, we still had not seen Richard
Nazar's ume linet. If we had, we would have knawn
tha, the ink conaminaion could only have come
from a 5.2¢ Sleigh prinung because the only red
prisiied before 3 10.9¢ wem the 5.2T3P and

5 ng:’un.'luly &, 1981,
Page 25—In the “F' coili snicle, the word
“sieeves™ should nol have been wed, Gnvure is

printed from cylinders.

Page 30—The NB rate for ZIP+4, bar coded, un-
sored jeters is not & e for quantity leuers. When
nsuluted, the posipaned 27¢ mie will apply Lo even
ane leuer.

Page 30—The FP mite said “1-ounce limit.” It
should have said *1 l-ounce Limit.”

Page Sl—l.n the continuation of the *F* coils ami-

cle, the printing process should have been calied
process coloe, nmldfeolc: It was given correcily
in Daw Bank.

Page 32—Tagging on the B Press is done with
two 26x18 mats, not 52x18.

Page 49—The top line in the center column
should have read: “... slightly less than hall the
width of onc surap.” The last two lines of the thind
full paragraph in the third columns should have said: |
... next 1o the Imm break it 2mm away.”

Page 50—In the discussion of the number of
plates used 1o print the F samp, the 1otal should
have been 16: ;m.n umbere (1 an 2)i=llou!mx2
sizes of plates = 16,

Lunch Wagon scores
several PNC firsts

When the 23¢ Lunch Wagon was un-
veiled April 12 at Colapex, USPS distribut-
ed small, blue generic programs without a
trace of data about the stamps being given
a sendoff, That was a first.

Joann (Lucky) Lenz was handed a ge-
neric with a numbered Lunch Wagon pair.

The stamps were immediately reported
with plate numbers 2 and 3.

Anather first was its paper, the first
phosphored paper found on a Transporta-
tion coil. It felt thicker than any previous
coil paper and had a very smooth, dull
gum. Said Kim Cunibenti, “This could be
the first use of LP-40 paper on a Transpor-
tation coil.” [
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18¢ Flags Found in Mixtures

Piate  Expscied % Expectad s Actual ¥ Actual %  Max PHCs
1 8.65% 17 21 10.45% 15,381,000
2 29.72% 80 8e a3 52830000
3 14.45% 29 14 8.97% 25,895,000
4 15.01% 32 57 20.36% 28428000
5 14.06% 28 s 17.41% 25,002,000
-] 4.90% 10 - 2.08% 8,847,000
? 1213% 24 0 0o0% 21,573,000
Totals: 100.00% 201 201 100.00% 177,795,000
18¢ Surreys Found in Mixtures
Plate Expsctsd % Expected # Actusl ¥ Actuat %  Max PNCs
1 209% 10 14 AT% 3,024,504
2 12.22% 42 » 10.84%  16,020.450
3 1.78% [ [} 2.48% 2328112
4 1.7T% ] 10 3.10% 2325587
5 11.83% a 52 15.79% 15514128
8 11.83% 4 54 1548% 15514110
7 3.24% 11 2 526% 4252374
B 1247% 4 AN B.98%  16.045,088
8 7.30% 25 M 2.91% 8571212
10 7.3% 25 29 8.05% 9,571,230
1 4.02% 14 1" 3.10% 5276582
32 402% 14 14 4.99% 5,278,682
13 538% 19 12 3.10% 1,054,132
14 5.38% 18 12 % 7054, 146
15 2.65% 9 4 1.24% A827,730
16 2.89% 9 4 1.24% 3,527,748
17 1.54% 5 0 0.00% 2,020,140
18 154% 5 0 0.00% 2,020,140
Totals: 100.00% 17 ur 100.00% 131,125,048
20¢ Flags Found in Mixtures
Flate Expected % Expecied # Aciusl ¥ Actual %  Max PNCe
1 3.04% 58 85 5.01% 24,9500
2 7.84% 148 204 10.78% 62,772,750
3 7.51% 144 184 B.70%  80,878.500
[} 781% 148 T4 3.90% 62546320
5 12.70% 9 188 9.92% 101,.M17,300
[} 248% 47 48 2.50% 1984592
8 19.40% e -1 456 24.05% 135398610
8 16.05% 04 388 20.45% 128545400
50 4.46% L] 110 5.00% 35726490
1% 1.72% EX] 2 1.18% 13,770,000
12 B.64% 164 45 243% 60,180,120
12 4.B6% 02 £y 2.85% 3093047
14 3.29% B4 30 1.58% 27152558
Totals; 100.00% 1,806 1,866 100.00% 500,344,740

20¢ Fire Pumpers Found in Mixtures

Plate  Expacied % Expacted #
1 8.62% 6
2 LM% 14
3 B78% az
4 8.78% ¥
5 12.96% 55
L} 581% 25
7 1.765% N
8 1.83% 33
g T128% k)
10 7.25% n
" 5.36% 23
12 0.22% 3
13 713% 30
14 0.82% 3
15 J.66% 15
16 3.65% 15
Tatals 100.00% 422

Actusl %
10.86%
$27T%
10.68%
10.18%
1H01%
385%
B.29%
5.92%
5.45%
4.27%
4,74%
047T%
5.40%
0.24%
2.84%
4.03%

100.00%

Max PHCs
11,212,154
442220
11,419 542
11419506
16,846,352
TATT M
10,085 742
10,185,724
9,450,908
9,460,906
6,970,454
1,085,186
9,260,758
1,085,188
4,754,654
476452

130,010,104

22¢ Flags Found in Mixtures

Plats Elpc;m Expectad#  Aciuale Actusi %  Mlax PNCs

1 147 150 7.85% 53205250
2 14.00% 274 7 2.43% 9527123
3 251% 49 126 84AY% 17818980
4 416% 82 57 2% 20478185
5 a81% 188 212 10.01% 88,178,960
[] 0.07% 1 0 0.00% 204,324
7 2.50% 51 122 6.22% 18411140
8 1293% 254 388 20.30% 1,750,032
0 4.52% ] 87 4.95% 32,081,654
1" 4.43% 87 77 393% 1448320
12 11.58% 227 47 240% 82,157910
13 0.20% ] 10 051%  2.0Mm 85
1“ D2A5% 7 2 o10% 2453616
15 1.17% n v 1.88%  L29a9%
18 1.40% 27 112% 9825272
17 A04% 80 " 3.52% 21555000
18 4.31% B4 L] 4.54% 30,545,000
18 5.12% 100 149 760% 36,295,000
20 1.55% 30 83 4.74% 11,028,080
Fal 1.50% 37 " 0.M% 13463208
b 6.58% LK) & 0% 47,214,000
T 0.30% ¢ 3 0.15% 2,142,000
Totsis: 100L0I% 1,961 1,981 100.00% 708,281,869

25¢ Flags Found in Mixtures

Piats  Actusl# Acual®% #Block %Block #Phos % Phos
Tegged Tagged Taggaed Tagged

1 40 052% 40 1.88%

1 10 016% 10 Da¥%e

2 M5 53 45 18.34%

2i 65 1.01% 85 1.50%

3 N8 495% N 13.08%

3 37 05e8% 37 0.85%

4 386 5.00% ME  15.29%

5 480 782% 480 2321%

5i W7 229% 147 340%

6l 124 153% 124 287%

? 282 454% 292 1383%

I T 120% n 1.78%

B 136 242% 136 S5

] 183 2.485% 183 4.24%

) 104 162% 104 4.53%

L 1289 2020% 129 30.08%

10 TeS  1227% s 18.27%

bAll 14 955% 614 14 22%

13 473 TAS% L 11.09%

14 485 T.70% 435 11.46%

156 0 % 0 o%
. Totals: B30 21m 4319 100.00%

Mixture yields a few rarities ;
Ron M:md genl through a 25-pound mixture of definitives
he bought ffom Swan in November. The following is his report:

The mixture held a good range of first-ctass rate delinitives slarting
wlih the 15¢ rate and conlinuing through Ihe 25¢ period.

Although Ihe number of PNCs per pound was quite |ow, the jlems re-
covered and the 1olal retail valte were quile good. A lolal of 218 col-
leciIble used singles and 77 sirips were found, yielding over $900 In
value based on the 1980 Plaie Numbar Coli Catalog.

Several other collectible items were found: Two copies of the
scarce 13¢ L-perforated Eagle and Shield of the Americana Se-
ries, as was & single copy of the narrow-spaced precancel of the
13¢ Liberty Bell of the same series. A misperfed and miscut 18¢
Surrey with a purple machine cancel was also found.

The grand prize was a VF copy of Plate 6 of the 18¢ Flap.

Maifeld's finds have been incorporated into the accompanying
charts, which point out once again that no Plate 7 18¢ Flags nor
Plates 17 and 18 of the Surrey have ever shown up in mixtures,

The charte are based on reports that have dribbled in w0 7PN
over the years from Gerald H. Clark, Dr. James P. Griffin, Carl
R. Ditsch, Howard R. Foster, Maifeld, Dennis G. Stay, Scott F.
Smith, and Thom E. Wheeler.

As can be seen, reports on the 25¢ Flag Over Yosemite are siill
very low. Any reader who breaks down a mixture is invited
share his or her results for incorporation into the charts. [
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UV Mounts perform as promised

When H. Harry Mueggenburg adver-
tised his Ultra View Mounts in the last is-
sue of TPN, it was really news, but the ad
came in just before the edition went to
press, and there was no time 1o review the
product

Basically, what he has done is to devel-
op a way for a collector to be able lo ex-
arnine stamps on the album page for UV
characteristics. Previously, this was not
possible with any of the usual mounts:
Hawid, Showgeard, or Scott. You had to
take the stamps out of the mount to exam-
ine them.

Now, that's no longer a problem. With
Mueggenburg’s mounts, once you have
mounled the siamps, they can slay in the
mounts, safe and secure, and you ¢an pot
them under the light any time to check for
UV characteristics.

We tried the mounts with the 5¢ City
Mail Delivery Stamp, the first U.S. stamp
issued nationwide with tagging. Under
short-wave UV, the normal stamp showed
up just fine. So did the untagged efror.
Under long-wave, we could see the differ-
ence between the tagged stamp on dead
paper and on high-bright paper.

UV Mounts (Mueggenburg says this “is
a play on words, i.e., Llltra Yiolet or Ultra
Yiew." are one inch high, allowing their
use for coil stamps. They are long enocugh
to mount a strip of 10. And they come
with a die-cut, acid-free, gray paper back-

4¢ Stagecoach adds

By Alan Thomson

And now there are three!

As reparted in the March TPN, the reis-
sue of the 4¢ Stagecoach with overall 1ag-
ging has constant, or “standing,” tagging
breaks as well as *‘walking” tagging
breaks. Now, Dr. Robert Rabinowilz has
found a third type of break. It creeps.

When Dr. Rabinowitz called 1o report
his find in & roll of 3,000, I said, “You've
just described the creeping break on the
overall-tagged 15¢ Tugboat.” The creep-
ing breaks on these two stamps aren't just
similar; they 're identical.

The 4¢ and 15¢ “creepers” share the fol-
lowing characteristics. The large bar
break is 3}/ymm wide and the narrow one
is 1}pmm. The rate of creep is 1Y/;mm
per mevolution of the printing sleeve.
which will wraverse one full stamp posi-
tion in approximately 925 stamps. As
many as four positions can exist in a roll
of 3,000 if the first break in the roll is
very close 1o the right side perforations.
The new break type does not have the un-

ing (blue gray or Lght gray).

The clear plastic has a white tape across
the back. When this is pulled off, the
mount is self-adhesive. Mueggenburg
also supplies small self-stick hinges that
allow even better adhesion to the page.

Stamps are inserted into the moant from
one of the two open ends on top of the
gray backing. And here comes the second
technical advance. The gray backing
keeps the stamps from slipping sideways
inside the mount. So we tried holding the
album page in such a way that the mounts
went straight up and down, as they would
be if a long sirip of coils were mounted
vertically. They stayed in place. We

shook the page. The stamps stayed in-

place until the shaking got violent.

Mueggenburg did have a complaint
from ons early user that the backing
slipped, but has since comected the prob-
lern with his subcontracior.

He has also received severzl letters from
collectors praising his product Said one:
“They are [antastc!™ Another said:
“¥iewing on them is great.”

The mounts ($5 postage for a package
that will hold 50 PS/5 strips) come with
complele instructions on use and on how
1o exhibit and store Uv material.

Mueggenburg said they will be availa-

ble this month in other sizes, to accom-
modate commemoralives,

third tagging type

Lagped “cracks™ that appear tw the lefi of
the breaks on the “walking™ type.

Al this point, the walking 4¢ is unique.
I'll craw] way out on a limb here and say
that the mat system that produced the
“walker” was deemed unsatisfactory and
was quickly replaced by the creeping-
break mats and that the 4¢ sleeve was still
on Lhe press when the change was made.,
The Tugboat was probably a subsequent
Tun.

We may never see another example of
the walking break. When, and if, we see
the plate-activity reports, we'll know.

... and gets & new label, too

Kimm Cuniberti has found labels from
rolls of 3,000 of the 4¢ Stagecoach.

The block tagged and walking-break la-
bels have a “4¢™ inscription in which the
vertical bar through the “c” does not cross
its center. It extends only from the wp and
bottom. But on the crecping break, the
“¢" has a vertical bar that completely bi-
sects the “¢.” [

Four years is a long, long

time to wait for TPN

It only wok the Postal Service four
years to get the last page of the Janu-
ary 1987 issue of TPN back to Shaker
Heights.

And it had the gall to charge §1.42
in postage due.

The issue had been seat o Doug
Kelsey in Columbus, Ohio. It was
franked with a precanceled 7.4¢ Baby
Buggy and a 5.2¢ Sleigh during the
12.5¢ mate period for mailing basic
bulk-rate letters.

It was correctly marked “Forwarding
and Address Correction Requested.”
What this means is that the Columbus
post office should have forwarded the
entire magazine to Kelsey and sent
TPN a photocopy with (at that time)
30 cents’ postage dus).

Instead, a clerk wrote “(Invalid en-
dorsement)/Check with local post
affice” underneath.

The Columbus post office also
stamped the issue with *“Authorized
time for forwarding expired at Colum-
bus, Ohic, 43218.” But that may have
been applied in 1991.

Why the postage due charged was
$1.42 is unknown. O

ADLETS
Classified ads are 15 cents a
word. There Iis no charge for

your address. Members of
PNC? are entitled 1o one FREE
25-word adiet each year.

BUYING-SELLING—PNC strips three, fve. Special
pricas. Send SASE for buy or sell isl. Reuben Klein,
4750 S. Ocean Bhvd, Highland Boach, FL 33487
5312 (1-92)

PNC FDC LIST: SASE o APNC, 6301 Poindexer,
Rockville, MD 20852, (5-81)

UNRSURPASSED OPPORTUNITIES—Wide sslection
on PNCS price list. List 20¢ starmp. Robort Barker,
P.O. Box 885063, Dunwoody, GA 30356, (1-62)

WANTED: 12.5¢ Pushcart pair on fiyer from Reader’s
Digest promotion in 1888; 10.9¢ Hansom Cab with
conrived *Fosimaster's Provisional® from Redwood
Seed Co. Leonard Piszkiewicz, 951 Rose Court, San-
ta Clara, CA 95051, (6-81)

HONEYBEE SEAM LINE STRIPS. D Press, 7R,
truncaled {ub serl, XF, PS30 (line to line plus 3 sach
and). $35. Thomson, P.O. Box 81, Nothwood, N.H.
03261.

ALL BACK ISSUES of 7PN are avalleble. Prices dii-
ler acrording ta photocopying costs. Sand #10 SASE
fora uurrplaiu list with descriptions of major arlicles.
P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Haights, OH 44120.

JOIN THE CLUB, join PNCA. Monthly newsltter,
auclions, regional mesatings. For deiails, write Gena
C. Trinks, 3603 Bellows C1., Troy, Mi 48080,
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TRANSPORTATION COILS

-]

PHTTTTIS TSI TSI TSI TETFSTITIS,

P Ps3 PSS

doriems 1256 2 X &4 Full-serif Honeybee ,
2251¢BPmss i 0. 4 0 0|/ Tha.onty . Famar trmn 600 found. FREE with S75.90 purchasa. /
A oS 4B % A T | HIEXIIITILIIFIFI T I I I ITF IS TSI FT TSNS
2, B.em st & 85 1M P PS3 PBS P PS5 PSS
226locoBPressi ... 85 80 100 | 234ydeiceboat!, 2,3, 4... 140 240 250 560 63 7500
1890 Handcar 1, 2,3, 4. 55 80 100 BP8S 2. 280 280 45D 755 1000 1200
2252Comesioga Wagon1.. B0 80 100 § aogh15e Tughoat1,2........ 250 280 300 335 350 750
212324¢ Sehool Bus 1,2, .70 'ﬁ 125 5 ) overalllagged. oo, 250 280 800 —.. 3780 B050 BAC.OO
2123 3.4¢ PC1.2...§.....§, 300 3 30 2261 16.7¢ Popcom 1, 2.........  4.00 440 475 . 3780 3850 140.00
1898A 4¢ Coach1, 2,3, 45, % 170 ag0 | 190BVEAU12345_ 130 310 34 275 400 600
Bemrreereeiemens crenmesessensmars sanen + . . E ) 1750 18.00 545 560 1600
189840 4¢ FC 3, 4.... 2% 280 00 co0  BE 000 4000 4000
e I L o 5 un e
e 200 225 25 | TPOAET.neoo.. 1000 1250 1300 3% i7m 4%
NEW same, umagged..... 100 120 125 | JmeABSTPSiony... —  — 1400 3% A75 450
212449¢ Buckboard 3,4 100 105 1,80 wer 1820 1890 2200 | ope g RaiCar1, 2. 325 375 450
21242 PC1,2,3,4,56... 140 150 1.80 1000 1350 1400 | g0 9p 111N, 300 315 4TS
1899 5¢ Mcycle 1,2.3.4...  .B5 145 1.§ " om 78 5:: M2 ... 405 440 &5

29535¢ Mk Wagon 4 ... 1.00 110 1. 2150a21.1¢ .
1.5 - 1000 1075 11.00 =R LT LT —— 400 185 575

25425¢ Circus Wagon1_...  1.00 110

1800 5.2¢ Sleigh 1, 2 I

A5 . . 275 300 350 J 40.00
1900a PC1,2, 3.4, 5, X X 2252 17.5¢ Racer 1. - 300 350 400 750
264 53¢ Elovator 1., 130 120 130 | 22622175¢PC1_ .. A00 350 400
2125 55¢ Star Trckt...... 155 185 175 | 1907 18¢ Surey ... ... 56500 8500 90.00 45C
21258 55¢PC 1 ....... 206 245 245 e 2.B5 4,00 450 . X q50

e 260 280 300 . MO0 E500 8000 | 211222 D Eaglet.2.. 475 510 15
1901 58¢ Bicycla 3, 4. 420 910 1800 200 3800 4500 | 0138 22¢ ‘D" Oificial1_.. 3500 5000 B80.00
1901a5.9¢ PG 3 4. 10.00 1800 1850 30 1300 1350 | 248423plunchWag2, 3. 325 375 450

PC 5, B .oeerrines 5950 8300 90.00 . B30 700 1100 | 2266241¢Tandem1.... 280 420 450
2126 5¢ Tricyda 1 120 150 1W0 12000 14000 44000 | 2136 25¢ Brmad Wagon
21Z6aPC 1 o 230 240 250 D 1980 2. - ‘ 4235

PC 2o 65 785 775 " 260.00 e 550
21272.0¢ Tractor 1. 255 260 270 e &
2127a 71e¢PC1. 255 280 270 Y !.g

NEWPC 1. v 2 260 270 4.
190274 Baby Biggy 2. 560 63 100 | 3 e WANT 150000 220000 1200
gg‘,‘:‘: o o 3% 330 37| augtseWasn 112333, 275 byl
212083 Ambuianca 1.2, 125 14c 225 | DIpANEPCSISRAAM - 200 16.00
21283 8.3e¢PC1,2 .. 126 140 235 ' . 7.25

PC3A. .. 335 350 35 : 6.00
2231 Amb, BPress1,2..... 380 375 40 3N
2256 Wheekhaw 1,2,3...... 250 275 300 - . . 4.50
22985 Tow Trxk 1 ..., 250 260 300 10rig. fuliperif............ 1500 1650 17.00
21282 65 PC1...... 2518 "F" {29¢) Tulp

ML, 1222,2211,2222 . 350 400 450
1903 9. 3¢ Mai 129 s, 450 500 5,50

34 2521 20¢ ML Rushmare

5.6... L2146, 7 . 350 400 4.50
19004 9.3¢ PC1, 2 . 2468 $1 Seaplane ............ . SD0 BOO  ADD

RE 3 - 300 2700 A STAMPS 'N’ STUFF WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD

§CB ... " 4000 15000 1soco | TERMS: Pmmem with order. Prices subject to change without notice. U1.S. postage
2957108 Caral Boal 1 ... 130 140 150 | t&ken in imde at 100%. Single piale number coils available at pair price minus ona
2130109¢ I Wagon1 ... 160 20 325 | Slamp. Average coils available on batter ilams. Flease send for lisl.

21302 109 PC 1, 2., 250 285 150 | CONDITION: Fine-Very Fine, Never hingad. If you require XF, add 35% to list.

213010.1¢ RedPC2,3.... 255 265 275

RN I 48 STAMPS ‘N’ STUFF

o 3% s 00t | [ 2700 University, Suite 204,

1%“ 4 .. 15 335 s.g (‘M{fmﬁ\, :ljv Des&Mgnersl; l.; 50265

10052 11¢ Caboose PC1.... 380 400 4 A S erry a oepp

231 1e Stz 1,2,3,4.... 8 140 190

2132 12¢ s:';écmn,z. . 190 gog gzs = (51 510224‘1337

21328 12¢PC1 2. 250 276 300 Phone Orders Call TOLL FREE:

| :

12¢BPressPCY......... 1100 1225 1300

2133125¢ Pushcant 1,2.... 265 280 3% = 1-800-999-5964

2133a125ePC1,2........ 280 300 350 LOWEST PR’CES AVA’LABLE
226813¢ Pl Wagon1 ... 275 300 325

2259132¢ CoalCar1,2..... 275 300 35
NP EEENNANEENNNEEEESEEEENSNENESEENNE NSNS RNENERENEE A NNNEE
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PERSONALIZED COVER—Conrad Kaydel prepared this was no official first-day ceremony. USPS handed out a ge-

23T2 FDC, using labels from two rells and adding a red two-
ring cancel to show that it was not post daled, al Colopex in
Columbus, Ohio, where PNC3 held a regional meeting. There

in the folder.

neric caramony program also conlaining hooklat stamps is-
sued at the sama time. There was no referance 1o the stamps

Constant plate and mat varieties—XXXII

By. A.S. Clbulskas

1¢ Omnibus

a. B Press, Plale 2, block agged. Hori-
zontal crack beneath and pamallel to the
horizontal line under “Wall 51 Ferry.”
The crack begins at the left perfs and ex-
tends throngh the bady of the bus, cover-
ing about 75% of the stamp. Constant at
3L. (Tilleu)

2¢ Locomotive

a. Plate 10. Excess ink results in area
between the first two ties to be filled in.
Constant at 3R. (Preuss)

4¢ Stapecoach

a. B Press, Plaie 1, block tagged. Dot
under the first “a” of “Stagecoach.” Con-
stant at 15L. (Tilleu)

5¢ Motorcycle

a.Plaie 4. Chippad plate at joint line.
Starting about half way up. First it is off-
set to the right for about 4mm, then offset
slightly 1o the left for about 8mm to top of
stamp. (Preuss)

10.1¢ Oil Wagon

a. Service inscribed, Plate 3. Dot near
perfs to right of the top of the cab. Con-
stant at 6R.

b. Service inscribed, Plate 3. Red dot

between the “1” and the “k™ of “Bulk.”
Constant at 6R.

¢. Service inscribed, Plate 3. “Chewed
*¢’ of 'Carrier.’ ” Ragged arca at botiom
left of the “C" of “Carriec” Constant at
6R. (Tillett, all of the above)

15¢ Tugboat

a.Plate 2, overall tagged. “Anchor
Line.” Venical crack at bow of boat, ex-
lending about 3mm upwards and to bot-
tom of the stamp downwards. Constant at
18L.

b. Plaie 2, overall tagged. “Anchor Line
Extension.” Continuation of the above
crack downward from the top of the
stamp, diagonally and left through the left
side of the *s” in the date and to the left
side of the mast-like structure. Constant at
18L. (Haake, both of the above}

Catalog work begins

Work has begun on the 1991 edition of
The Plate Number Coil Caialog. Lack of
a definitive stamp-issuing schedule from
the Postal Service will probably delay
publication into late summer or early falt.

This edition of the catalog will be the
last edited by Siephen G. Esrad. The 1952
catalog will be edited by Richard J. Na:
zar. [

25¢ Flag

a. Plate 1, phosphored. Dot to left of the
first botiom perf. Constant at 16L. (Til-
lett)

29%¢F

a. Plate 2211. Doubling of the “F* and
the word “Flower." Resembles a Cottrell
Press chill-roller effect on most parts of
the black lettering on all stamps in a strip
of five, but is most pronounced on 1L.
(Tillew)

b. Plate 2222. Diagonal black Line from
the fifth perf from the bottom, past the
“a” of “only” to the base of the wlip, at
the intersection of the flower with the
stem. Constant at 3L. (Tillett)

c. Various. Numerous reports have been
received of various design elements dou-
bling as & result of misregistration of the
printing plates. [

Reader stumps TPN

A reader in Brooklyn sent in a card lisi-
ing four possibly new EKUs. But he did
not sign the card, so the information can-
not be verified. [ -
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SCF and BMC discounts aren’t easy to qualify for

The discounts for taking mail to an SCF
(sectional center facility) or « BMC (bulk
mail center) do not apply to all butk mail,

Such discounts are only available for
mail that is going to be delivered by the
receiving post office.

Te do this, mailers must not only deliver
the mail (o the delivering office, but must
also have all the necessary permits at that
office. The $75 permits are separate for
use of precanceled stamps and for bulk
mail.

{The last issue of TPN was majled un-
der ils precancel permit (14903) in error.
It should have been mailed under its bulk-
mail permit (1216).]

Mail may also be given a delivery dis-
count if the mailer’s plant qualifies as a
DMU (detached mail unit). This requires a
separate facility that can be locked, has a
telephone, and is separate from the mail-
er’s operation. [t must also provide a safe
environment for postal personnel who
work there.

The gimmick here is that the mail must

. be put on vehicles bound for the delivery
destinadon. It cannot be transported else-
where on postal vehicles, or it loses the
discount.

The rules get complex about whlch de-
livery discount applies. But if the greatest
discount is-evailable, all lower giscounis
are added to this discount.

The 29 offices that qualify for accepling

delivery-discount mail are enumerated in

the Domestic Mail Manual as follows:

Facility 3-Digh ZiP Cods Arsas Servad

Albucquerque NM  B&5, B70-875, 877884

Atanta GA 208, 300-312, 217319, 350-388,
373-374, 377-379, 399

Billings MT 500-599

Buftato NY 130-136, 140-149

Chicago L 463464, 530-535, 537538,
600811, 613

Circinnati OH 250253, 255259, 400418,
421422, 425427, 430-433,
437438, 448-482, 489474

Dallas TX 708, T0-N2, 718, 733, 47,
750-798, 885

Denver CO 600-833, 800-818, 820-831

Des Moines 1A 500-516, 520-528, 612, 680-638

Detrmoit Ml 434-436, 465-468, 480-407

Fargo ND 585, 587, 580-588

Gresnsboro NG 240-243, 245-240, 270-207, 378

Jacksorwille FL 299, 313-318, 320-342, 346-347,
M9

Kansas City MO 840-853, 856-670, 7%

1n8 Angeles CA  883-882, $00-035

Memphis TN 365-372, 375, 380-347, 700-705,
07-708, 70374, TE-N7,
He-729

Minnoapolis MN  408-499, 540-564, 568

MNew Jormay Int'l  004-005, 070-078, 088-119, 127

Ollahoma City OK 730-732, 734-738, T740-746,

TAD-748

Philadelphia PA 060087, 137-135, 168-180

Phosnix AZ B50-BE0, BE3-8964

Pitisourgh PA 150-168, 260-286, 438-447

St Louis MO 420, 420424, 475-479, 614620,
622.839, 854-855

Saht Lake City UT 832-834, 838-837, 840-847, 893,
898,879

San Francisco CA  834-807, B36-066

Seaitie WA 835, 838, A70-978, 980-004

Sioux Fails SD 520577

Springliaki MA 010089, 120-126, 128-129

Washington DG 200-229, 244, 254, 267-268

A mailer who wants 10 send bulk mail

in St. Louis and Chicago.

Convezrsely, TPN could get no SCF dis-
count by iaking the last issue to the
Cleveland sectional center, because it
would have needed more than 200 sub-
scribers in Cleveland (440-441) to qualify
for the sCF discount

Buot 2 member of the Shaker Heights
Philatelic Society (to which Steve Esad
belongs) does bulk mailings for a local
charity. He said he found the SCF discount
& blessing, since all his mail was destined
for Cleveland.

Now can you see why you need a calcu-

sorted by carrier ronte in Boston (020-
G22) «uuid have to present the mail at
Springfield, which covers most of Massa-
chusetts, the Albany, N.Y. area, and on to
Glens Falls and Plattsburgh, N.Y.

The scheme does not follow state lines.
Cincinnati serves parts of West Virginia,
Kenwmcky, Ohio, and Indiana. But Indiana
also falls within the regions of the offices

What makes 20F4 so scarce in PS/5?

“Why is the price of Plawe 4 of the 20¢ Fiag going up so fast when the *Max.
PNCs' figure in the catalogue is 62 million?” asked Tim Lindemuth, the prize-
winning exhibitor of 20¢ Flags, at the 10th PNC Birthday seminar at the Garfield-
Pexrry March Party in Cleveland.

The answer, Ken Lawrence, said was conplex.

« The 'Max. PNCs' figure, compuled on the basis of the impressions wotal reported
by BEP, was found always to be much higher than Lhe actual number of stamps
shipped to USPS by BEP. We have shipping toials only on stamps that had only one
plate number. Where more than one plale was used for a design, as there were on
the 20¢ Flag coils, we have only a wial shipped for all plates.

+ Plate 4 was the first PNC printed on the Goebel C Press. That means that all the
wial runs of the new press probably used Plate 4, and all the spoilage and waste
from the breaking in of the press were all included in the impressions total by BEP.

But, Lawyence said, when we learn the nltimate EKU of Plate 4, we also will have
a first-day cover for the C Press. “The trouble is they gave us wrong dala on the date
w press. [The date reported was OcL 1, 1982.}] We have many covers with much
earlier dates.”

The earliest usage known to date is July 12, 1982.

Steve Esrali threw in another reason: At the time this stamp was issued, most col-
Jectors still were saving pairs or suips of three. Stips of three are still fairly com-
mon; but strips of five are scarce . O

PNC3 membars get an sdditionsl 5% discount.

lator for the new rates? (]
g ey,
A
Discount Lighthouse A
supplements s
Supplements except for PNC album will 4
% be available after May 1. Listed bclow :
i are soma hingeless prices postpaid
Souniry abve List My pfice
UsA NS3SF 15.75 1185
Great Britain NOISF 2175 1630
NO3SF 1250 9.3
Switzeriand N11SF 1625 1215
4 Switz. se-lenant N11ZSF 4.2% 3.15
Vatican City N13SF 11.2% £8.45
Beigium N14SF 2275 17.05
France N1SSF 2450 1835 !
Ausisia NIBSF 11.00 825
min. sheets NIBKSF 750 565
Germany
Fec Rep & Beriin  NZISF 3450 2585
4 FedReponly  H23ASE 2400 1800
g same, se-tenant  N23AZSF 8.00 6.00
7 Befinony N23BSF 050 785 ¢
[4 GDRlo 63050 N24-SF 1750 1215 #
Y wmesetenanl N2AZGF 1985  14.85 §
Y GORinDM N24Z-II5F 725 545
¢ seme selenanl  N2aZ-SF PY T )
7  GDRminsheets N2AKSF 800 600
% taly NZ7SF 1550  26.65
4 Yugoskavia N3OSF 2100 1575
4 Russia N355F 5250 39.40
¥ Sweden nabis)  NAZSF 625 1230 4
i Bdb. ook NAZHSF 2000 1500 §
4§ lsrael ino Labs) NB7SF 1350 1015 §
¢ same, labs NBITABSF 1550 1165
7 minsheen NB7K 450 335
¢ Japan N96 4850 3635
% Austraia NO8SF 2150 2065
% Many others available. Ask my price before
¢ spending more. Also, 25% off on Stanley Glb-
: bans and Michel cata
:
;

New Issues

| will fill your standing order for PNCs for
all mew numbers. | also furnish ArtCraft, Art-
master, and House of Farnam FDCs. Tell me
what you need. My pricas are competitive.

My Garmany new isues service features
specialized attention to coils, horizontal pairs,
first-day sheetlets, booklets, and combina-
tions. All at 15% over face. | can also fill in
your needs for any Bund or Berlin rsues since
1960. Wwant lists {by Michel or Scott) are wel-

come.

Stephen G. Esrati

P.O. Box 20130

Shakar Heights, OH 44120
% (216) 561-9393

ARBALALAAR LR AR,
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Bidders are scarce
at Koepps’ auction

Continued from Page 51

said.

“It’s hard to figure ont,” she said, refer-
ring o PNCs on cover. *When you put a
couple of covers on your counter, they get
grabbed up pretty fast. But this was a dis-
appointment.”

Some of the prices reatized included:

5. 18F1, carliest known use (EKU) of any PNC on
4729781, cst. $200, $110.

1. 18F5, cadiest non-philatelic use (ENF), est,
5100, $42.

60. 18T, purple cencel (PMC), “Lighining bolt,™
est. 575, $45,

94, 1871, ea $100, $32.

100. 18T4, ENP, est. $200, $62.

110. 18T5,.ENP, cst. 345, $27.

208. 18R15, EKU, est. $250, $155.

214. 18T16, EKU, est 5250, $105.

218. 18T 16, PMC, est. $250, $140.

317. 18F1 Ancraft FDC, PS/3, est. $150, $105.

322 18F3 Ancraft FDC, PS/3, est. 3400, $200.
5235%3 4.9T {rio nurnber) an Kribbe FDC, est. $500,
326 5.2T1P KXMC FDC, PS/2, est. $1,000, $500.
51%’.350- 5.9T (no number) on Kribbs FDC, est. $275,

335, 18T4, Astmaser FDC, PS/2, est. $500, $200.

336. 15T4, AnCnaft FDC, PS/5, est. $1,400, $800.

378, 25¢ Autopost Machine 11 from UPU Con-
gres, est. §1,000, $510.
386, 20 precanceled commercial coven, est $100,

115, .
338, Sealed 75-pound box of 1981 covess, ‘est.
$400, $450. O3

Stephien G. Esrati
P. Q. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Correclion
Regquested

¥ BDX 1S CHECKED
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
HAS EXPIRED
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Blue legyes. pink background

Ernst finds weird 25¢ Bee

Eugene R. Emst has sent in a corner of
2 business envelope bearing a 25¢ Hon-
eybee with the strangest colors.

The leaves are blue instead of green.

The backgronnd, which should be
Pantone (PMs ) yellow, is pink.

The offset black is weshed ou,
resembling gray.

The clover blogsoms, however, sre in
the shade which is on normal stamps.

The stamp has litde lagging left.

The item went through the mail with a
machine cancel in Queens, N.Y., on Mar-
¢h 21, 1991, with & 4¢ makeup stamp
{which is high bright nnder Uv). -

The first conclusion would have e be
that the stamp had been washed and
reused, but under UV, the stamp shows no
trace of a removed cancel.

That leads to the next assumption: the
blue leaves resuli from a lack of the
process yellow, which, when added 1o the
¢cyan would have resulted in green. But
the change in the Pantone yellow, as well
as the missing process yellow, seems
indicate something else than the
unexplainable absence of both yellow

inks,

But there's a rub (o all this, based on the
existence of Howard Moser’s stamps in
which most of the Panume yellow is
missing (see aricle on Page 60). When
there is no Pantone yellow; the backgrou-
nd is white.

The fact that on this stamp the Panione
yellow has wmned pink, leads to the
tentative conclusion that Emst's stamp
has been chemically altered.

It is hoped that Exnst will submit this
coricsity to BEP for an explanation, [

TPN raises rates

Higher postage costs have forced
TPN 1o raise the extra charge for ship-
ment by first-class mail or outside
North America 1o $4.50 from $3.50 2
year.
The bulk-mail subscription cost goes
0 $16.00 & year ($14.00 for members
of pNC?) for subscribers in the United
Siates and Canada.

The increases reflect the 1814% rise
in postage in the recent rate hike.

BULK MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
CLEVELAND, OHIO
PERMIT 1216




