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Much promise. little fulfillment

1992 Scott flops

By Stephen (. Esrati

TPN cannat predict the future, so I bet-
ter confess abcut something that ap-
peared in the September issue.

Ir an cditorial, T more or less predicted
that the 1992 Scott Speciaiized Catalogue
of United States Stamps would differen-
liate between tagged and untagged PNCs
of the same design.

ET1Yi—05 Circus Wagor, untagged, Plate 1.

may have two majer varieties. See Page 13.)

22" plate numb

Are you up to date on new issues?
1T2Ri—1¢ Omnibus, B Press, untagged, Plate 1.

4T1RI—4e Stagecoach, B Fress, overall tagging, Plate 1.
4T1%—04 Steam Carriage, overai tagging, Plate 1; 4T1Xi-—same, untagged,.

5T1ZP—05 Canoe, gray inscription on brown slamp, intaglie, Plate 1; 5T §11ZP—same,
black inscription cn red stamp; gravured, Plate numbers read "S11.”

10T$X—10¢ Tractor Trailer, gray service inscription on green slamp, Flate 1.

100 A14412P—Undenominated 10¢ bulk rate stamp, plates "A11112"; 10U A22112P—
same with "A22112.” Unconfirmed: “A11111." and "A22114."

11T2P—11¢ Caboose, Plale 2, untagged. Service inscribed in color of stamp.

19M A1111—19¢ Fishing Boal with “A1111" plate number; 19M A1112—same with
"A1112" 10M A1212—same with "A1212"; 18N A2424—same with "A2424."

23F A111P—23¢ Flag, service inscribed and untagged with “A1117 plate number;
23F A212P—same with “A212"; 23F A222P—same with “A222" plate number. (Stamp

29F6—29¢ Flag, Plate 6, on phosphored paper without matiling in tagging.
29F A11111—29¢ Flag, gravured, with plate number “A11111."
20M $1111—29¢ Flower, rouletted, with “51111” plate number; 20 $2222—same with

I had actually wheedled that informa-
tion out of Stuart J. Morrissey, the cata-
log's publisher, but Morrissey insisted
that I fudge it. I had called him because
Morrissey had issued a catalog-listing
policy on July 2 (see TPN, Seprember
1991, Page 103).

[ now realize why he insisted that [ not
say fatly that Scott would or would not
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do anything about the chaos in listing
PNCs.

Scoit chose to apply its new standards
only to some PNCs and to leave olher
pNCs that we consider different stzmps
sharing the same Scott number.

The B Press version of the 1¢ Omnibus
is given two numbers in the new catalog:
2225 is the tagged version; 2225a is the
untagged. The same applies o the B
Press version of the 4¢ Stagecoach, with
the block-tagged version listed as 2228
and the overall tagged version as 2228a.

That’s fine, but Scott did not go all the
way 0 meet collector dermands. The two
overprint stvies of the 7.1¢ Tractor are
still catalogued as 2127a, even though
the two overprints are listed and priced
separately, The two precancel styles on
the 10.1¢ Cil Wagon are aisc given the
same number, 2130a.

There is just no way one can justify
these two listings, bul thal is not the least
important omission in the 1892 Scott,
Much, much worse is the fact that the
same caizlog ncmber is assigned to all
25¢ Yosemite stamps, with nc distinction
for phosphored or block-lagged versions.
This is simply stariling, since Scott does
list &1l of the Yosemites and prices them
differently.

Wouldn’t it have made sense to use the
same reasoning for the Ycsermites that
was applied to, for example, the 20¢
Cable Car, where different Scott numbers
indicate differences in tagging?

Since Scolt decided in its 1991 editon
to differentiate between strips of three
and strips of five, the editors have had a
year t¢ solve the problem of clarity
There is simply no way that anyone in
Sidney can justify the order of listing of
the 1B¢ Flags: 5, 1, 2, 3, 4. 6, 7. Why is
Plate 5 listed first?

This gets even worse on the 20¢ Flag,
where the plates are served up as a

Please turn to Page I3
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Who’r are stamps for?

Tt has long been known that all post offlces are nort alike.
In most of them, you have never been able to buy such
commonplace coils as the 15¢ Tugboar and clerks give you
a puzzled lock if you have the temeriry to ask.

It has also been known thar all “Philatelic centers” are not
alike. Not only do most of them carry fewer itemns than are
advertised in the current Philatelic Caralog, but some of
them are only open for two hours a week—and you may
be sure they are not times convenient o collecrars.

Bur USPS i1ssues stamps and tells collectors they are availa-
ble in all “Philatelic centers” when they simply are not.

Question: Why then princ the stamps?

Oh yes, we forgot; stamps are printed for big maiiers who
need such things as the 23¢ Flag or the 5¢ Circus Wagon.

That now turns out to be a lie as well. The Postal Service
apparendy prints stamps to rorment collectors and dealers,
not to supply them.

Here are two case histories:

The story of the 5¢ Circus Wagon

The unragged version of this stamp turned up in August
at a meeting of the Plate Number Coil Collecrors Club in
Philadelphia. Drealers immediately began scouring the
country to find supplies. After several false leads, October
drew to a close without any major supglies being found.

Dr. Robert Rabinowiwz was informed by usrs that the
stamps had been shipped to Cincinnati and Topeka. The
Cincinnat supply could not be obtained by dealers. Deal-
ers were told that the entire shipment had gone 1o the Dis-
abled American Veterans, and the DAV does not want to
hear from dealers. So the focus wrned on Topeka, which
turns out to have a mailer who prepares mailings for the
DAV,

Dealer Al Haake spcke by long distance to Topeka’s ac-
countable paper cletk, who confirmed that he had the
stamps, but said he did not know if he was allowed to sell
them.

Question: What are stamps for if not for sale to the pub-
tic?

The clerk said he would check wich a postal inspector,
but never bothered returning Haake's call. When Haake
called again, the clerk remained hesitant,

So Haake offered 1o send somconc to the Topeka past
ofhce with a cashier’s check to pick up the stamps.

The clerk said he would check with his inspecror.

Finally, all was arranged. A group of dealers pooled their
money, sent an agent in Topeka to the post office with a
whopping big check. But the clerk was now on vacacion.
Anocther week passed.

And chen, after 2 month-long hassle, three dealers ob-
tained the stamps.

Letters to the editor
Al lerers are welceme, TPN reserves the right to edit and condenze let-
{ lers, to print them 48 bylined articles, or to reject them. For the sake of eff-
ciency, retders ars urged o write 1o P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heighs, OH
44120, TPN wil] forward letters to the proper authorities for replies. Un-
signed replies are by Steve Esrati.
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The story of the gravured Rushrnores

These ugliesc of all U.S. stamps were actually given a
first-day ceremony with President George Bush in aren-
dance. And, we are told, they were printed to meet a need
for rolls of 10,000 of the stamp mecting the current first-
class rate.

Buc when dealer Joseph Coveney asked Washington
where the stamps could be obtained, he was told they had
been shipped only to Denver and St. Paul and o the phila-
telic cave in Kansas Ciry. The cave had them but wouldnt
sell them.

Question: What is the Philatelic Sales Division for if not
to sell stamps?

To make mincemeat of the “need” for these stamps, a
very small printing order was placed with American Bank
Note Co.

By the time dealers were finally able to find the stamps
on sale, mysterious shipments of 240 rolls of the stamps
were supposed to have gone automarically to each regional
accountable paper depository. But even thar did not seem
to have happened.

An accountable paper clerk in Utah said she did noe wane
the rolls because in her entire service area there were no
machines that could handle rolls of 10,000,

USPS is printing stamps; bur we can’t find them, buy
them, order them, or get them.

Question: What is going on?

Gordon C. Morison of USPS
responds fo this editoricl

You and [ have been in this business for a long tme, al-
beit from different sides of the stamp program. While [ un-
derstand the occasional difficulties dealers and collecrors
encounter, nevertheless, I am extremely disappointed in
the editorial you are planning for your January newsletter.

Having been a long-time coilector, you should appreciate
the many facrars involved in the manufacture and distribu-
tion of stamps. Let me assurc you, the Postal Services
stamp program is not designed ... torment collectors
and dealers.” On the contrary, while our regular stamps are



produced to meet mailers’ needs, the majority of all of our
stamps are designed and produced with the collector in
mind. Cn two points, you are quite correct. We do, in
fact, produce certaln stamps because of their uility and
convenience to major mailers. You are also correct in your
observation that all Philatelic Centers are not alike. The
quantity (and, to some extent, the variety} of stamps and
products they carry reflect local customers’ buying habirs.

Having said that, let me address the two cases vou cire.
Those incidents, while unfortunate, are not unlike prob-
lems of product availability ore might encounter with any
large manufacrurer. However, they do not reflect our over-
all performance in the manufacture and sale of stamps.
Most dealers would have to agree that we have historically
made every effort to accommodare them and address their
conezms.

The untagged 5¢ Circus Wagon is an example of a manu-
facturing change which created a variety, just as plate num-
bers change as new press plates replace those worn out in
the course of printing stamps. By means of a press release,
we identify producticn changes that result in a variety of a
stamp. We also identify that difference on each master car-
ton. The difficulty for us is when we are asked to locarte
where the new version has been shipped. In a few inscanc-
es, this may be relatively easy. [n most cases, however, this
involves time-consuming research by our distribution seaff
which is usually very busy with other important distribu-
tion acdvides.

The 29¢ Flag Over Mt. Rushmore coil of 10,000 was
produced to meer mailer requirements. These stamps were
available for sale ar the Philatelic Sales Division on July 1.
And, as is normal with chis kind of product, we shipped
only to our Regional Accountable Paper Depositories for
postmasters to order them or, as the accountable paper
clerk in Utah, not order them. There is nothing mysterious
about that. Fortunately, we do not make production deci-
sions based solely on what sells in Uah.

I have communicated with you previously that stamps
during the past rate change were placed on sale when first
available. We did not wait for completian of distribution
before having a first-day sale and before making them
available to mailers. Needless to say, DAV and others re-
ceived the stamp first. Subsequently, as quantities become
available they received broader discribution to other desti-
nations,

Gordon C. Morison
Assistant Postmaster General

New PS/5 gap strip found
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I recently placed an order for stamps missing from my

collection, especially the precancei gaps. [ boughe strips of

five of Plates 3 and 4 of the 5.9¢ Bicycle and the A-B pre-
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i Pedro’s World of PNCs l
|

by Pedro Ortegon, M.D{

Could | gera 10.9T3, please?

cancels of Plates 5 and 7 of the 17¢ Electric Auto.

As [ was about to mount them in my album, I checked
the gaps. All were the nermal, common gaps except Plate 3
of the 5.9¢. ] enclose a photocopy o prove the existence of
a gap at 1L—previously found only as a used single, ac-
cording to the 1991 PNC Catalog.

The strip from Plate ¢ was a No Gap serip.

George I Leduc
Woodstock, Conn.

Short run on 157121 with *Anchor Line’?

1 have 2 correction to the November TPN,

In my reference to the tagging break a: 11R on the 15¢
Tughoar with the "Anchor Line” variety | meant that the
Tughoart had been reported with a string of tagging breaks.
Reading from left to right, these ranged from 121 to 3R,

And then there is the tagging break at 11R. It’s ail by it-
self and is a constanc position. Is it a short printing?

The nexc nearest break is at 12L, four stamps away (12R,
13R, and 13L are berween 11R and 12L).

Since the example I've seen of the “Anchor Line” came
off a roll with the tagging break at 11R, I offer the theory
that the plate cracked during this printing—possibly a
short printing because of the damaged plate since the rag-
ging break associated with the variety is the one thar is all
by irself.

Eugene Ernst
Houston

Thanks for get-well messages

Many, many thanks to all the readers who sent good
wishes 0 me after my recent surgery. I now have a new
Teflon aorea and have resumed normal acrivides, includin
some running. If everything works our well, I should be
able to run in a 10-kilometer race by May. (But I'll finish
dead last!)

Steve Esrati
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[

al Information

All information is from USP'S or stamp printers unless
contained in brackets.

23 ¢ Flag precancel

{Following data are from American Bank Note

a.}

Frinter: American Bank Note Co.
(Printing, coiling, and perforating by Guilford
Gravure)}

Press: Andreord

Plate size: 19x24

Plate numbers: Al11, A222 A212. on every 24th

Presorted
First-Class
stamp

usa23
Colors: Special blue (A and first digit), Special

red (second digit), black (third digit) (ABN daes not use Pantane colors)

[Scott Catalogue number: 2607)

[PNC Catalog numbers: F23A111P, F23A212P, F23A222P]

[Following data are from Pastal Buileiin , Oct. 3, 1991]

This stamp denomination meeis the First-Class presort leter rate for presart-
ed carrier route rmail

[Mote from TFN: This is the USPS way of announcing that quantity first-
class mailings need no longer uge the 10¢ Tractor Trailer, which required an
endorsement as o the rawe claimed. However, many other prescried Amst-class
mailings should, in theory, be mailable as well with the 23¢ Flag if additional
postags is paid at time of mailing since the service inseription on this stam;
covers all soned first-class mail, not just mail sorted down to the carmier route.

P’recanceled Stamps
The cuioif date for precanceied stamp permit halders w use 5.3-, 7.1-, 7.6,

10.1-, 13.0,13.2-, 16.7-, 20 .5-, 21.0, and 24.1-cent precanceled stamps in pay-
ment of postage far the mailing of picces at the bulk and presort rates has been
extended from Sept. 9, 1991, 10 March 1, 1992, These stamps may be accepied
uni} March 1, 1992, providing that the mailer pays the dig;e:mce in postags
between these stamps and the current rates before the mailing is aceepted, and
that the stamps are used for the comparabie rate category. For sxample, the
5.3-cent stamp may be used for pieces that ere pant of a special {nonprofit] bulk
third-class carrier route presort mailing, and the 24.1-cent stamp may be used
for pieces mailed at the nonpresoried ZIP+4 rate.

Marketing and Customer Service Gronp, 8-22-91

Posial Builetin, Aug. 22, 1991.

BUYING ERRORS

Imparforates Part Shifts §

Color Shifts

Missing Colers
Offsets

Miscuts, etc. K
Qlder Issues » Recent Issuas * New Finds
(215) 728-7836
ars MONTCLAIR STAMP CO. sia

P.O. Box 38, Cheltenham, PA 15012

e

UsA

a

e

USA

LN

Honppeg ing
Ruawraampr g0y

[Note fram TPN: The significance of this announcement is that it daes not
include the §.4¢ Whesl Chair, which was withdrawn from sale on the same day
as the other stamps named. ]

Precanceled Stamps—IEndorsements

[TPN rote: The following is the first official permission for
mailers to overprint generic precancels with a service indicator
o make certain that first-class mail is not weated as third-class
mail. Such stamps would be cornsidered provisional varieties of
coil stamps. The need to do this for first-class letters ended with
the introduction of the 23¢ Flag precancels. The need to endorse
third-class mail with *Bulk Rate™ ended with the reintroduction
of the 1lg Caboose coils, which include the words “Bulk

Rate.”]

The Postal Service 15 working with mailers in vanious ways to help resolve
the current probiem with unendorsed 10¢ Tractor Trailer stamps used for Pre-
sorted First-Class Mail and regular rate bulk third-class mail Pieces maied at
%re.soned and bulk rates must bear the appropriate endorsements required by

omestic Mail Manuai 362 and 629.6.

The lack of an appropriate endorsement may cause confusion conceming the
hindling of undeliverable pieces. One lemporary solution to this problem is for
the mailer to print 4 Fu'st-(?lass endorsement on the stamp itself.

Personnel ... should check for endersements on stamps if they wre not shown
on the mailpieces 1o ensure that undeliverable Firsi-Clase mailpieces are prop-
erly handled. If an vndeliverable piece with a 10¢ Tractor Trailer starnp agixed
does not bear a Firsi-Class endorsemnent, it should be treated as third-class
mail,

Markeung and Costomer Service Group, §-22-91
Postal Bulletin, Aug. 22, 1991,

Gravured Canoe stamp

[Fallowing data are from USPS]

A grnavurs version of the S¢ Canoe stamp, in coils of 10,000, will be issued
Oct. 22 in Sccaucus N.J. There will be ne first-day of issue ceremony, The in-
taglio version of the Canoe stamp, in coils of 500 and 3,000, was 1ssued May

, alto in Secaucus.

Issue: 5¢ Cance Sump

Format: Coils of 10,000

Issue date: Qct. 22, 1991

Issue city: Secaveus, N.J.

Manufacturing process: Gravure

(Stamp Venturers, comractor; LW, Fe & Sons, printer)

Color: Red [“5" and first digit], black [second digit]

Size:
Image 0.72x0.81 inchet or 1829220 57mm
Owversll  0.87x0.96 inches or 22,1524 Smm

Plate Numbers: Two preceded by letter “5” on every 332d stamp
[PNC Catalog Number: 5TS]1ZP]
Philateiic Release 96
[Following deia are from Stamp Venturers)
Press: Champlain
Plate size: 12x33
Printer: J.W. Fergusson & Sons
Coiler: KCS
Perforator: ] W, Fergusson & Sons
Color: Red (*We don't use Pantone Matching System™)

1991 Definitive Stamp Packets

Offel' convenience to collectors

Three 1991 Definitive Stamp Packex sluted for release this fall will provide
a convenient way for collectors 10 obuin the 60 starnp and simtionery isswes
necessary for implementation of the 1991 rate changes. The packeis will be
sold by mail order and across the counter at more than 470 philstelic centers
nationaily.

Definitive Stamp Packer A will contain 30 single stamps and 18 pieces of
stationery. ...Packet A will appeal to collectors by providing such precedent-
setting items as the 29¢ Flower coil stamp with slit perforations. .., It will also
conuain the intaglio and gravure versions of the 29¢ Mt. Rushmore and 5z Ca-
noe stamps, which arc the first single coil issues 1o be printed using two differ-
ent processes.

Philatelic Releass 97

Eagle and Shield Nondenominated

Bulk Rate Stamp Coil

The Eagle and Shield nondepominated bulk rate coils of 500, 3,000, and
10,000 stamps will go on sale Dec. 13 in Kangas Chy, Mo....

The mamp'’s value is 10 cents. Permit mailers will nse this stamp on presort-
ed bulk mail picces. The mailers will pay additional postage at the time o
mailing, dF;e‘ndm' on the level of sonation used to prepare the mailpieces.. ..

Suppgly. t oﬂl%!u with authorized philaielic centers will mcdv: antamatic
dismibutions of the coils of 500, based on the Bureau of Engraving and Print-



ing's four-position schedule for a 50-subject commemorative stamp.

Supply af 300 Coil, ftem 7976A. All suump disinibution offices (SDOs) re-
ceive two automatic distributions. The first distribution 18 1,200 cotls shipped
priar to the first-day of issue, The second distributien is 800 coils for comple-
tion no later than Dec. 31, 1991,

Supply of 3,000 Coils, Item 79774, All 5DOs receive two awtomatic disuibu-
dons. The first distribution is 640 coiis shipped prior to the firsi-day of issue.
The second disuibution is 320 coils for compietion no laer than Dec, 31, 1991,

Supply of i0,000 Coils, frem 79784, All regional accounuable pagcr deposito-
ries (RAPDs) receive two sutomatic distnibutions of 208 coils. 208 coilx are
shippe.dlgrinr 1o the first-day of issue. The second distribution i8 shipped no lat.
er than Dez. 31, 1991, SD0Os requinng these coils shonid requisiton them im-
mediately from their RAPDs....

Sinca a private company, American Bank Note Ca., i5 the conracior jor
these coiis, BEP will not honor supplementail reqiasitions.

Philatelic and Hetail Services Depr. 1§-14-51
Postai Bulletin, Nov. 14, 1991

Changes in Nonprofit Third-Class Rates
CEffective 12:0! a.m., Sunday, Nov. 17, 1991, postage rates for nonprofit,
nonletter-size, buik third-class rate mail will increase. ...
Rates and Classificarion Dept. 11-14-31
Postal Bulietin, Nov. 14, 1991
[Mote from TPN: Sce Kea Law-
rence's articie on this subject on Page

|
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stamps. It was in 1792 that the cor-
nerstone was laid {or the premdential
residence on the [8-acre site sclected -
by George Washington 3
General Release 93 handed oul

when Postmasier (Feneral

Amthony M. Frank unveiled

1992 stamp desipns, Dec. 1], 1991

New coil series

The subject matter for 8 new series
of coil suumps 1o repiace the Trans-
poration Series has nol yel been cho-
sen.

Remarks of Gordon C. Morison,

af unveiling

“I hope it's musicians,” Frank ad-
libbed.

Later, in answer to 2 newsman’s question, he reiterated his previously stated
hope that an Elviz Presley stamp would be issued, but indicated thai he envis-
ages two “sets” to includs musicians in 1993: Rock and rol! and Broadway
shows, quickly adding that one of these should be “Oklahoma.” That wouid
seem to rule out coils.

AU L l
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16 of this TPN.]

Eagle and Shield
Nondenominated Bulk
Rate Stamp to Be Issued
in Kansas City, Mo.

N N L W W v v

BulkRate . 5A

The Postal Service will issue its
new Eagle and Shicld nondenominat
ed coil siamp Dee. 13 in Kansas City,
Mo. The stamp's value is 10 cents,

There will be no firsi-day-of-issue
ceremony. ...

Thig stamp will be used by [permit
mailers on presonied bulk mail picces.
Additional posiage will be paid by the
mailers at the iime of mailing depend-
ing on the level of sortation used o

the mail pieces.

e Philatelic Sales Division and all
Philatelic Centers will scll the Eagle
and Shield undenominated coil
stamps.

Format: Coils of 500, 3,000, and
10,000,

Issue date: Dec. 13, 1991.

Flirst-day city: Kanssx City, Mo,

Mus $1.50 P & H

NEW!

Econom1cal PNC Album

_  Specially Designed for

‘Used PNC Singles.

Heavy acid-free paper

Spaces for issues to August, 1991

Fit standard 3-ring binder

Photos of each issue

Includes transportation series,
pre-cancels, flags, new untagged
and overall tagged issues

if you collecr wsed PNC singles, this is a must for you!
Pages provide spaces fur every plate number of every issue.

ORDER YOURS TODAY!

"”“. 'E Yes! Please send me the new used Single PNC Album

4} Ploase send me

albwns ot $11.95 ca. plus $1.50 postage and handling

STATE zr

Manufactering  process: Gravure 2 v =
(Americin Bank Note Co., contractar: ' Ez
Guilford Gravure, Inc., printer} =
Colors: Orange, black, red, blue,
and green. i
Slze: Savali;
Image 0.7I1x0.82 inches or
13.0x20.Bmm MAME
Overall 0874096 inches or
22.1x24.4mm ADDRESS
Plate numbers; Five preceded by
the leter “A™ P arty
[PNC Catalog No,: LOUA11112P,
10UA22112F)
Philatelic Relaase 107

Send to: Bobby Reece Jr.
P.O. Box 10680
St. Louis, MO 63129

1992 Flag Stamp
In March, the White House is cele-
brated as part of whe Flag scries of
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How scarce are half saps?

By Howard A. Moser

The 1l¢ Caboose and 20¢ Flag stamps
are the only National Bursaun Precancel
(NBP) coil stamps that have continuous
parailel black precanceling lines. These
1wo issues were printed in 1984 on the Bu-
reau of Engraving and Printing's (BEP) re-
cendy acquired Giont three-color intaglio
B Press.

National

United States.

National Bureau Precancels
Bureau Precancels
those precancels printed by the Bu-
reau of Engraving and Printing that
lack city-and-state inscriptions and
could be used at any post office in the

PRC singles was found. There were 1,543
with a gap at or near the perforations to
the right of the numbered stamp that were
listed as LG copies. Ancther 342 had the
gap at or near the perforations on the left
of the numbered stamp and were classified
as 1L copies. The remaining 22 copies,
with the gap at or near the center of the
stamp were considered to be candidates

are

Howard A. Moser

This press had never been used for precancels, and mats were
not available. So the BEP used a B Press roller that had previously
been used to apply phosphor tagging. The roller was routed out to
leave only the two parallel lines on each rew of stamps. This roil-
er was 4 sleeve-type cylinder that printed continnous lines without
any gaps.

Later, BEP acquired B Press precanceling mats with 18 rows of
26 subjects each. Two mats were mounted on a cylinder that pre-
canceled 18 rows of 52 subjects per revolution. These mats ieft a
gap in the precanceling lines every 26 subjects, where the twe
mals were joined.

All other NBP coils with black parallel precanceling lines were
printed on a BEP Cottrell press, which used precanceling mais
with 9 rows of 12 subjects. Four mats were mounted on a cylinder
that precanceled 18 rows of 24 subjects per revolution with a gap
every 12 subjects.

Gaps are identified by their relation to the perforations along the
right side of the plate numbered stamp. If the gap is at or near the
perforations on the right of the numbered stamp, the gap is said to
be a Line Gap and is designated LG. Gaps at or near the perfora-
lions one or more stamps to the left or right of the LG are said o
be 1L, IR, 2L, 2R, etc.

Misalignment of the mat roller can cause the gaps 1o appear at
or near the center of the

for 151 status and are illustrated as Exhibits 2A through 2V,

Assuming that the plate numbers are in the exact center of the -
stamp design, only one of these 22 stamps (Exhibit 2G) meets the
PNC Catalog criterion of a half gap. It appears that the 141 must
be scarce since anly one copy was found among the 1,904 singles
that were examined.

An imaginary center line through the plate number falls within
the gap on all but three of the other 21 copies shown in Exhibit 1.
These three (K, M, and Q) were classified as LG copies. The re-
maining 18 pNC singles with the gap near the center are so unusu-
ai, and apparently so scarce, that they needed to be identified as
something other than LG or 1L copies. They were classified as
p-L if most of the gap was on the right side of the center line,
and 5+L if most of the gap was to the left of the center line.

It was noted that many of the stamps that show a full gap have
different-width gaps at the upper and lower lines. Generally, this
is due to a detericration of one or more of the line ends on the pre-
canceling mats.

The upper left line end of Exhibit 2U is missing. There is a
notch out of the lower left end and bath the right ends show signs
of deterioration. When there is a difference in the width of the
upper and lower paps, the most narrow gap was used to identfy
the location of the gap. This gap was identified as 1/,-L.

| NBP vsed coil singles with-

stamps, These arc known as
“half gaps” and are identified
as 1L, 15R, 1141, 114R, ete.

Steve Estati’s Plate Number
Coil Cataiog appears 1o be the
only philatelic publication can-
taining any data on precancel
gaps. This calalog states that
half gaps are “exactly at the
horizontal center of the stamp”
and indicates that almost all of
the mint strips with known half
gaps are either “hard to find,”
“scarce,” or "rars.”’

“Exactly at the horizonial
center” requires a precise posi-
tian for the gap with no plus or
minus tolerance. With such an
exacting criterion, it appears
that half gaps will be rare or at
least extremely scarce.

-

C Nomprofit

=i out a plate number, but show-
ing part or all of a precanceling
gap are common. The vast ma-
jority of these cannot be iden-
g tified by their position in the
' coil. However, these that were
! printed on a Courell press
: sometimes show a jeint line at
or near the perforadens on the
left side of the stamp. When
such stamps also show all or
part of a gap, the posidon can
be identified as LG, 1/5-R,
14R, 15+R, or 1R,

[Moser illustrated these five
y examples with Exhibits W1
1 through WS, but they could not
be reproduced for TPN, Ed.]

LG copies and 1R copies are
relatively “hard w© find." The
other three positions appear to

Org

To test this theory, a stock of
more than 25,000 NBP used

L7

be either “scarce” or “rare.”

Conclusions

PNC singles was examined. A
labulation of the findings is
shown in Exhibit 1.

A total of 1,904 NBP used

EXHIBIT 2A

= The primary result of this

- study was that only one half
GAP 1’2""— gap was found in the entire lot
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Exhibit 1
National Bureau Precanceis i “—‘_ ) o ¢ T
Plate Number Coil gap singles
. —
-
e Bicycie 1870s
Cottell  Plae o~ L Y
34 1 1 ;
2 0 i [,. b.c&. ch c . P
a¢ 3 12 19 ‘ 1 "‘.’;;
1 17 17
s 13 s Sonprolit
Org. !
e /\
3 a2 10
3 22 g ;\\\\S -
6 a . L———-‘-g, )
5% 1 0 0 1 / ?r/’ ] ?
2 1 0 0
3 a1 78 -‘ — (\
4
5 B0 69
6 : { l '
5% 3 § 1 0 4 162 ! )
4 1 1 7ol g T '
: 7 [‘
83 1 14 22
2 17 23
3 EXHIBIT 2B GAP 1/o-L
g3 1 1
2 9
3 40 I !
3 0 4 ! Ll
6 1 1 ' -
» l‘il
109 1 1 2 156 , T <
: I ¢ 1870s
3 : : = ahl
. R L
12¢ 1 3 ] ] [. S.t‘\. 0.9(1 :
2 1 3 y »
oAt s N
e 13 7 ' Nonprofit el
5 12 1 i
5 g 0 : Org. : |
SR 3 : ,
¢ : | NZA
] a
i 3 b § ol ' d
4 —
: | =
| A \
Ge ; ';i —
748 2 i 2
8.3 1 E : 1'\ !
2 il
101 1 |
2 0 47
5 ]
12,
2
Total M 5 1 13 154
EXHIBIT 2C GAP 1/o-L
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T GAP 1, EXHIBIT 2
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EXHIBIT 28 || GAP 1/+L

of 1,904 PNC gaps examined and only 18
others were even clase to being half gaps.

This seems to indicate that PNC hall gaps
are rare and that PNC 1f-L and 1/+L gaps
are either scarce or hard to find,

A secondary result of the study was the
revelation that large quantities of the elu-
sive, higher-priced used pNCs were availa-
ble as gap singles. For exampie, there
were 93 copies of S5.9T5P and 97 of
5.9T6P, which are priced at $50 each in
the 1991 PNC Catalog, and 63 each of the
10.9T3P and 48 of 10.9T4P, which carry a
price of $67.50 each.

However, up to 90% of these used PNC
gap singles have faults that disqualify
them as fine copies. Even the gap itself
may disqualify the PNC as Fine to the aver-
age collector. Therefore, the cataiog prices
appear to be reasonably accurate for Fine
copies without gaps.

Establishing prices or even a “scarcity”
rating for specific used PNC singles will te-
quire much more study and the examina-
tion of many more stocks. ]

Comments by Ken Lawrence

I began the discussion of half gaps (in
theory} in the PNC Study Group’s Round
Robin No. 12 (July 16, 1985}, and then,
amid conwoversy, proved their existence
in Round Robin No. 22 (Dec. 4, 1985)
with illustrations of 9.3¢ Mail Wagon,

| 1

1 , ;

» B i

y Bicycle 1870s |

z '8A5.9¢

>

)

f N :
EXHIBIT2Q | | GAP LG

1;
n

EXHIBIT T

Plate 3 and 4, Gap 14R strips, We have
come a long way since ther, as Howard
Moser's article shows.

As long as | collected precancel gap po-
sitions, I included half-gap examples in
my collection, Nevertheless, I was op-
posed to listing them in catalogs or al-
bums, because I regarded them as freak
gap shifts, comparable 1w perforation
shifts. Now, based on Moser's findings, I
have changed my mind. They should be
listed.

Moser atributes these to “misalignment
of the mat roller” bur his evidence sug-
gests the opposite. If you check his chart,
you'll see that he teports half gaps and
near-half gaps on all lines-only Cottrell
coil overprints, and on none that are lines
plus service inscripions.

This suggest that when BEP printers
were using service-inscription mats, they
aligned them in register with the engraved
designs, but when they were printing
lines-only mats, regisration did not mat-
ter. {At best alignment was crude, because
the hard rubber mats were fastened to the
steel cylinder by double-face tape, hardly
a technique designed for precision.)

As this discussion continues, let us also
note that Moser has provided new infor-
mation of a a more basic kind. He has re-
ported several previously unknown gap

H
| [

EXHIBIT 2 GAP 1/o+L
positions:

5.2¢  Plae? Gap IL

93¢ Plael Line Gap

93¢  Plates5/6  Line Gap

17¢ Plate SA Line Gap

He also confirms other positions previ-
ously seen on used singles but still un-
known on mint strips.

Moser’s ratio on the 10.9s matches what
I concluded in my book [“The Hansom
Cab Mystery” in Linn's Plate Number Coil
Handbook}:

“Plates 3 and 4 of the 10.9¢ Hansom Cab
coil stamp are not truly scarce. Lage
quantities were printed, distributed, sold,
and used on matl. The apparent scarcity in
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the PNC market stems from the fact that
pNC collecting had not yet caught on dur-
ing the uime these pardcular numbers were
in general use.”

However, Moser’s source has made an
unprecedented find of Plates 5 and 6 of the
5.9s; this large accumulation includes far
more of those than have ever turned up in
used mixtures. Perhaps the source had sup-
plies that came from post office returns,
not just from charily clippings.

Commenis by TPN

The catalog definition of half gaps may
seem arbitrary, but was based on  discus-
sions that went as follows.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz wanted half gaps
mentioned in the catalog. The PNC Study
Group's views were solicited and severai
members objected strongly, saying that in
almost all instances the gap was on one
side or the other of an imaginary center
line. That would mean that if the gap were
right of center on, for example. 2 num-
bered stamp, 1t would be calied a line gap;
if it were left of the center, it would be 1L.

Dut that left unanswered the question of
how to classify a stamp that did have the
gap exactly at the midpoint. The definition
finally arrived at in the 1990 catalog
sought to meet that need.

Moser said nothing about the 5.2s. The
1991 catalog (on Page 59) assigned an
“A" scarcity lo these half gaps on Plates 4
and 6. This brought the expectation that
Moser would have found many wsed, no-
number haif-gap singles from the 5.2s,
but without plate numbers (since they
were at 314L).

A call to Moser found that he had 68 no-
number 5.2s that were near half gaps. That
would tend to confirm that some half-gap
5.2¢ found their way inte the mailstream
but did not survive as mint strips.

Comments by Kim Cuniberti

I"'m not sure { agree with Moser's strict
interpretation of the definiion of a half
gap, partcularly in light of the fact that it
yields only Exhibit 2G as an example of
5L,

Perhaps a basic part of the definition
needs to be addressed first. I agree that a
haif gap must fall on the center of a stamp,
but T believe that “center” is relative to the
perforations, not the design of the stamp.

Gaps by definition are counted by their
location to rows of perforations; hance the
same is true of half gaps. A good example
would be a radically misperfed coil, say of
Plate 5 of the 5.9¢ Bicyde with a Line
Gap (if such a swip existed). If the perfs
were shifted 50% into the the rmiddle of
the design, but the gap remained at the
perfs, has this suddenly become a 1L or
1/sR? I don't think so.

I had roll pieces of that issue that had

pootly cenlered average strips with the de-
sign cut by 1-2mm, bui the gap was dead
on the perfs. I would not have interpreted
any of those as having tended toward half
£aps.

This basic definiton puts me at odds
with Moser since his study chose the cen-
ter of the design as a framework.

I found none of his examples o be mis-
perfed enough to create a problem. I found
all of his Exhibit 2 examples to be halfl
gaps except 2K and 2M. These were
difficult to assess because one row of per-
forations had been cut off, and because of
the exremely narrow gap on each single.
It appeared that both gaps fell just to the
right of the true stamp center which 1
would, therefore, call LG. Exhibit 2Q,
however, appears tc just qualify as a 5L
by my definiion, which is that if any part
of the narrower opening of the two hars
comprising the gap falls cver the center
line between the perfs, then that is a half
2ap.

Comments by Dr. Rabinowitz

The biggest question [ had after reading
this article was: Where did Moser get
25,000 used PNC singles?

Besides natural curiosity, the source has
to have a direct bearing on the statistical
validity of any conclusions drawn from
the data presented

A careful review of Moser’s findings in-
dicates a number of new precancel gaps,
including line gaps on Plates 1 (and pre-
sumably 2}, 5, and 6 of the 9.3¢ Mail Wag-
on, 1L gaps on Plate 1 {and presumably
Plate 2) of tha 5.2¢ Sleigh, and line gaps
on Plate 5 in Typeface A on the 17¢ Auto.

These findings are important and unargu-
able.

On the other hand, if one examines the
data without any statistical background, a
greal many emroneous conciusions could
be drawn. For example, it could be con-
cluded that Plates 5 and 6 in Typeface B of
the 17¢ Auto are more commonly availa-
ble than Plates 1 and 2 in Typeface C or
that Plates 3 and 5 of the 5.2¢ Sleigh with
either a line gap or a gap at 1L are about as
commonly available as Plates 5 and 6 of
the 5.9¢ Bicycle.

If you believe these conclusions, you ¢can
also casily believe that Plates 3 and 4 of
the 10.9¢ Hansom Cab with a line gap are
more commeonly available than Plates 1
and 2 of the 8.3¢ Ambulance with a line
gap or a gap at 1L or than Plates 3, 4, 5,
and 6 of the 4.9¢ Buckboard with a line
gapl

Clearly the distribution findings from
this lot pertain only o this loL Any at-
tempt to extrapolate conclusions regarding
PNC values or scarcity from these data
have to be erroneous, based on what the

real world knows.

Regarding half gaps, the best working
definidon is collector-based. I it looks
like a half gap, it is a half gap. If a collec-
lor’s eye does not differentiate berween
45%-10-355% (as opposed to 50%, or right
down the middie) then that's a reasonable
range for a haif gap.

To my eye, at least half of the 5.9s illus-
trated appear to be half gaps.

Comments by TPN

Here we go again. Howard Moser wrote
a brilliant article with brand new concepts
and unprecedented insighis.

The practice for most stamp journals
would have been to print it and await let-
ters to the editor. Perhaps that would have
been fairest to Moser.

But 7PN has never operated that way.
FFrom our roots as a study group round rob-
in, we have always sought to present all
views on a subject al once, sending the ar-
ticle and the comments oul W anyone
whose opinion might help in reaching bet-
ter understanding.

Tt is 1o be hoped that readers understand
that disagreement in no way undercuts the
value TPN places on an article, especially
this one by Moser. It's just our way of try-
ing to cover ail aspects of a subject.]

Report XXXVII
on varieties

By A.S. Cibulskas

1¢ Omnibus

a. Reissue, Plate 2. Horizomtal plate scratch,
about 5-6mm long, sbove the resr of the bus and
below the “3801" of the date. Constant at 2L, (Til-
lett)

4¢ Stagecoach

a. Reissue, Plate 1. Untagged error across some
40 stamps in roll of 3,000, (Cibulskas)

4¢ Steam Carriage

a. Plate ] vnizgged. Flata vanety on the "C” of
“Camiage.” whici has the sppearance of a bullet
hole through the upper left loop of the “C.” Con-
stanit at 1R, (Beaskoy

4.9¢ Buckboard

a. Plate 1, Gap 2L. Dropped transfer at 1R. Con-
stant. (Bensko}

9.3¢ Mail Wagon

a. Plate 2. unprecanceled. Chipped joint line.
About 40% of the way from the top on the right
side. Constant, (JAdams)

10.1¢ Oil Wagon
a. Plate 1, unprecanceied. Dot In frent of the
wagon about midway. Constant at 3L. (JAdams)

10¢ Flag

2. Plate 12. Plate scratch: stanis on 7L stamp on
the left side of the flagpole at the intersection of the
reof of the building. ggntinuu diagonally upward
through the perfs into the 8L stamp and ends about.
2-3mm to the right side of the top right comer of
the flag on SL. Total length is about 3-9mm. Coen-
stant on 7L and 8L (Tillett)

25¢ Flag

a. Plate 3, phosphored. Red dot between the sec-

ond and third (from the top) red suipes of the flag,
Coanstant 4t 1R, (Bensko}
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TRANSPORTAT! ON COILS

LP

1897 1¢ Bus 1.2, 5,6 20
34 120
235 ¢ BPress 1.2, 40
22%a unuggldz 180
35

60

88

1898 Handcar 1, 2, 3, 4 55
2252 Conestoga Wego &
2123 3.4¢ Schoal Bus1 2. R
21232 34¢PC1,2... 300
ISQ&# 4 Coach 1,2, 4, ¢, 5. 155
IBB&AIJ #PC3, 2.25
225

2228 4¢ B Press 1. e 100
2228aoverall lagged 1..... 450
2451 4¢ Carriage 1.... .. 100
24512 same, unlagged 2.00
2124 4.9¢ Buckboard 3. 4......  1.00
21243 PC1,2.3.456 .. 140
1839 5e Meycle 1,2,3,4..... 55
2253 5¢ MilkWagon1....... 100
2452 5¢ Gircus Wagon 1. 1.00
2452a untagged 1 .. 160
2543 5¢ Canoe 1 ... 1.00
NEW gravured 11 ;g

1200 5.2¢ Sleigh 1, 2..
15

254 5.3¢ Elavator 1 .

2125 5.5¢ Slar Tpck 1 1.5%
21252 55: PC1 208
PC 2. 2.50

420

180125, 9; PG 3.4. 1000

¢ PC 5B 59.50
2126 5¢ Tncyl:le 120
21284 PC 230

5 PC2... 655
2127 71T - 255
2127a T14PC 1 255
255

560

328

175

e 500

212883M|nbulame 1.2, 125
21268 B3¢ PC 1,2 e 125

2 21320 12¢ B Press P T

2257 10¢ Canai Boal 1 .
2457 10¢ Traclor Trafler 1. 1. 30
NEW {10¢) anl Shleid... 130

2130 10.1¢ 0il Wagon 1 .. 1.60

13021016 PC 1,2 250

21302 10.1¢ Red PC 2,3 255

1904 10.9¢ Hansom 1, 2.. 9.10

6 2 1300

4550

315

18053 11¢ Cabogse PG 1. 380

NEW untagged PC2 ... 200
2131 Mg Shuiz 1,2,3, 4.

2132 12¢ Sleamex 1, 2
21323 12¢PC1, 2.,

wrorm e Ru
SBHRSSSE8533

PSs
[:5]
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o
b=

L) e
JdRBEE=ES

=, S -_.n_-
(XYY ¥ AR RY LY. FXP TSPl PP ey RUg-= 5. J - RY C OIS S N
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waa B BEREE
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215

®
2

LP PS3 PS5 LP P53 PS5
2133 12.5¢ Pushiart 1, 2.......... . 285 280 325 360 530 7500
2133 125¢PC1,2. L2290 300 350 735 1000 1200

2258 13¢ Palrol Wagan 1 .. 275 3.00 325

2258 13.2¢ Coal Car 1,2 325 IR0 8050 80000
2134 14¢ keebozt 1,2, 3, 2.50 8000 8500 140.00
2134b BPress? ....... 450 275  AD0 600

2260 15¢ Tugboat 1, 2 .
2250a Overall lagged 2 ..
2261 16.7¢ Popcorn 1,2
1906 17¢ Autn 1,2, 3, 4,

Lr R o
58S
©0 0 a6
88888

300 |- - .. 545 580 1600

A0 e 1

b A e
?-% ;‘;‘g 353 226320¢ Catie Car 1.2 3.
T8 1750 1800 2263b Overall tagged 2. 325 175 450
- : 00 | 2054 2D SeFiErome ... 325 375 450
490 500 550 | 5565 21¢ Rail Gard, 2........
490 500 550 | 2959 2118 111111
000 1250 1300 | 4130

— 1400 | 21508 21.1¢FC 111111,

ype
TyneA 67..
Type AB 5, TPS1DnnIy ‘

Type B3, 4. 820 1890 2200 | PGINA1 ... 3BS 38 575

Tye B S, 6 000 1350 1400 2115 22¢ Flagl 7.14.. 545 1450 1500

Type BAS, 6. — — 5800 1050 1120 40.00

Type 1.2 .. 750 785 825 a BES  7O0 750

TypeC3.4 . o0 075 1100 | 24581012151

Type €5.7 . 200 200 2300 19,21,22,T1 400 410 450
2135 174 Dogsled 2 . 275 300 350 | 1134718, 595 830 €30
2262 17.5¢ Racer 1 300 350 400 2112 22¢°0 ane 1 . 4TS 50 775
226221754 P 1. 3.00 350 aop | 0138 224D Oflicial 1 ... 3500 5000 8000
1907 13¢ Surrey | 5500 8500  op0o | 2904 ZELnchVeg23.. 325 375 50

2568910 00 45y | 2607 23¢Flag A111, 212 222 375 ‘5
;g-% d’ggg 2256 24.1¢ Tandem 1....... 3.90 420 450
b 2136 25¢ Bread Wagnn
1,12,15, 16 .. 530 1300 1350 234 265 280 425
13141718 53 7 1100 !

1391 18¢ Flag 1 12000 14000 44000 2230 75¢ Yosemile
19.680 2040 45.00 Blockt,7 ... ... a.00 9.00
36000 26250 100000 ' Plock 2,3, 420 450

530 665 1000 | Blockd..
350 470 550 Phos 1, 15
WANT 1500.00 220000 Phes2-3, 7-11, 1314
3800 3855 3900 Phes. 5.

.. 275 30 350 Phos. 6. 1400 1500 1600
TASAIBPCIBXEOUN . 400 450 500 2279 E' Barth 1211 475 499 755
PC11121, 43444 . 515 615 BSD 500 550 600

2529 19¢ Fishing Baat HTT 12
AT 112,122, 2428, 325 375 ego | 228128 Haney

1908 20¢ Pumouts s ;% 1w | L0 :gg :)E%Inp 1500 1550 1700
2. 300 22000 750 | 4999 1202 2202 350 400 450
341315 16.. 335 350 550 1950 000
59 10 175 205 34D 850 900
:231‘ 6300 7420 13000

L R R 1 350 ap0 450
s 12,14 SB0 900 | 2523 20¢ M Rushmore
.. 4350 47B0 8000 | 1,2.3,467......... 350 400 450

zoos WeConsumer £4.1,2... 455 3750 20000 | 2523Agravers A1 350 400 450

Bdsomn . 455 3750 12000 | 246331 Seaplane o500 500 800

STAMPS "N STUFF WILL NOT BE UNCERSOLD
We will attempt 1o meet any major dealer's advertised current pricas!
TERMS: Payment with order. Prices subject to change without notice. U.S, postage
laken in trade at 100%. Single plate number ccils available at pair price minus one
stamp. Average coils available on better items. Please send for list.
CONDITION: Fine-Very Fine, Never hinged. If you require XF, add 35% to list,

S AR A A U A A S A A MU A A S S S A A A S A S A A A A S A N S A R SR S SR b S b A M

2700 University, Suite 204,
W. Des Moines, (A 50265

T Jerry & Barb Koepp (515) 224-1737
WMm=  Phone Orders Call TOLL FREE: dl]é

1-800-999-5964
FAX: (515) 278-2158
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ADLETS

Classified ads are 15 cents a
word. There is no charge for

your address. Members of
PNC? are entitled 16 one FREE
25-word adlet each year.

WANTED PS 18s: Regular Parfed XF-s, impert, mis-
part, micut. John Tison (PNG3 473, APS, ASDA) B&J
Sales, 3012 5. Croddy Way, Santa Ana, CA 92704, 1-
300-854-4487. {6-92)

ULTRA VIEW MQOUNTS: The only si=mp mounts on
the martket that allow transmission of UV light, plus
having zcid-free paper inserts for facililating stamp In-
sertion and stamp retention. Coil strips package
$5.00. H. Harry Mueggenburg, 3525 Blutf Gt., Garmi-
chael, CA 95608, (6-92)

BUYING-SELLING: PNC strips thres, five. Spacial pric-
gs. Send SASE for buy cr sell list, Aeuben Kiein, 4750
g.z)ﬂcean Blvd,, Mightand Bseach, FL 33487-8312. (1-

ULTRA VIEW MOUNTS: One package, $6.00. Two
packages, $11.50, encugn for 150 strips of 3, 100
strips of 5 or 25 sirips of 18. Guarantesd. H. Harry
Musggenburg, 3525 Bluff Ct., Carmichael, GA 95608,
{3-92)

FNC SUBSCAIPTIONS: Two plans avaiiable. Plan 1
gets all PNCs issued, including major vanelties
{change In mgqing, for example) in any length you
wish; Plan 2 gets cnly new numbers after original is-
sue. Esrali, PO Box 20130, Shaker Heights Or 44120-
0130. (1-92)

8UY AND TRADE, Tagging varieties, misper!, imperf,
EFQ0s. H. Harry Mueggenburg, 3525 Bluft Ct, Carmi-
chaet, LA 95608, (3-92)

UNSURPASSED OPPORTUNITIES: Wide selection on
PNCS price list. List 29¢ stamp. Robert Barker, PO
8ox BEBD63, Dunwoody, GA 30356, [1-92)

TAGGING BREAKS! | have put together a buying-
salling list of tagging breaks on the Catirell, B, and G
press. For a copy, please send a SASE to Contempo-
ﬁng zt,;ous (KIm Cuniberti), PG Box 3654, Danbury, CT

SUBSCRIBE, DON'T MISS OUT—FDCs by subserip-
tions: You may subscribe far mint PS/Ss or for Art-
Craft, House of Farnam ang Artmaster FOCs. §25 de-
posit. Farnams 85 each, others $4. Send want list for
quoles ¢n older FOCs. Esrath, PO Bax 20130, Shaker
Heights OH 44120-0130. (1-82)

FIRST DAY COVER
MAIL BID SALE

Specializing in Plate Number Coils ¢n
FDGs, classic FDCs, handpainted FDCs,
first cachets, and flights.

Send for fres catalog today.

My regular price list of PNCs and bookiat
panes on FOCs is available for a SASE.

VISA and MasterCard accepted.

BILL NORTON
MAIL BID SALES
PO Box 5525-E
Little Rock, AR 72215-5525
{501} 224-8559

UPDATE: New stumps, new precancel gaps,

catalog corrections, TPN corrections

New stamps

4T1RI—Cne numbered strip of the over-
all-tagged version of the 4¢ Stagecoach from
the B Press has been foond as an untagged
crror out of 40 untagged stamps. {Cibulskas)

5T1Yl—The untagged version of the 5¢
Circus Wagon, used on mail sent by Eugene
Liu of Downey, Calif., since about Oct, 1.
(Lawrence) Found in late October in rolls of
3,000 by dealers in Topeka, Kan., accounta-
ble paper. (Haake)

ST S11ZP—The gravured version of the
5¢ Canoe, in roils of 10,000, with “S11"
plate numbers 33 stamps apart. Sold Oct. 19
in New York state (before release date). (Dr.
Rabinowitz}

S2T1P-1L—A gap at 1L on a used single
from Plate 2 of the 5.2¢ Sleigh. (Moser, see
anticle Page 6)

76T1IP—Plate 1 of the 7.6¢ Carrcta on
Type II paper. (Scott Smith)

93T1P-Ln—A Line gap on a used single
from Plate 1 of the 93¢ Mail Wagon. (Mos-
er, see anticle Page §)

93T5P-Ln—A Line gap on a used single
from Plate § of the 93¢ Mail Wagon. {Mos-
er, see article Page §)

93T6P-Ln—A Line gap on 2 used single
from Plate 6 of the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon. (Mos-
er, see anticle Page 6)

L10T1XP—Imperforate Plate 1 of the 10¢
Tractor Trailer. (Singer)

LOUAILI11P—Plate aumbers “Alllll" on
the undenominated 10¢ bulk-rate stamp. (Ci-
buolskas}

LOUAILII2P—Plae aumbers “All112" on
same, Dec. 6 (a week before issue date).
(Lawrence)

L0UA22112P—Plate numbers “A22112" on
same, Dec. 7. (Scou Smith)

17T5Pa-Ln—A Line gap on a used singie
from Plate § in Typeface A of the 17¢ Elec-
tric Auato. (Moser, see article Page 6)

19MA1112--Plate numbers “A1112" cn
the 19¢ Fishing Boau Rolls of 500. (Lipson)

19MA2424—Plaie numbers “A2424" on
same. First offered for sale by Howard
Grossman in Lian's of Oct 14. Rolls of 500,
({Thomson)

23FA222P—DPlate numbers “A222" on the
23¢ Flag. Reponed to TPN by American
Bank Note Co. as part of original press run
{too latz for November issue). Found by Jim
Adams in roils of S00 about Qect. 22. (Dr
Rabinowitz) Found in Cleveland, Nov. 5, in
rolls of 500 and 3,000. (Esrati)

29M §2222 —The denominaied 29¢ Flower
with the plate numbers “S2222." Found in
Alderpoint, Calif., about Nov 18. (Denson
via Haake and Rabinowitz)

Corrections 10 TPN
Page 114—The catalog numbers for the 23¢
Flag sumps should have added & “P” since they are

Corrections to PNC Calalog

Page vii—The Armst complete senlence on the
page i3 nonsensical. (Thomson) It should read:
“The hard rubber precanceling mat was exchanged
for a blank mazt to apply tageing. This made ugged
precancels impossible ™

While this brief introduction 10 the catalog was
intended to provide fundamentzls, it was not in-
tended 1o be a technical weatise on the presses.
Readers desiring a complete and thomugh review
of the Courell presses are urged to read Ken Law-
rence’s detailed explanations stanting on Page 280
of hisLinn's Plate Number Coil Handbocok.

Page 7-—Staniing on Page 7 and ranning through-
oout the civaleg, an crroncous phrage is given in
the “Impressions” footnate.

As panted for 25F4, the focinote says: "Total of
2,085,100 impressions reporied by BEP for 432
subjects at 864 stamps per “sheet.” ” The footnore
should have said: “Towl of 2,085,100 impressions
repanied by BEP for 432 subjects per “sheet.”

The footnote is also wrong for 25F6i, 25F7i,
25F8i, 25Fl0i, 5.5T1, 5.5TIP, 55T2P, 7.1TI,
7.4T2,76T1P, 83T1PR, 8.3T2PR, 3.471IP, 3,571,
10.1T1, 12T1PR, 12.5TI, 13.2T1P, 16.7TIP,
20T1X, and 25T1. (Thomson)

Page 9—The 25F roll sizes for | and L1 are in-
correct. Both should read 500, 3,000, (Thomsan)

Page 9—In the 29F roll size, 5 is lisled twice.
{Thomson) The correct emry should read:

5* large

Page 16—Under 4T1Ri, the iszession note
shouid read 468 stamps per ‘sheet.” ™ (Thomson)

Page 15—04 Stcam Carmiage is listed as o B
Press product. It should be Ct. (Themson)

Page 28—The Aung. 31, 1991, withdrawsl date
for the 8.4¢ Wheel Chair i1s only for Plates | and 3,
printed on the 3 Press, The withdrawal date for
Plate 2 (C Press) was Oct 31, 1991. (Thomson)

Page 31-—-Caulog number of 10¢ Tractor Trailer
should be 1OTIXP since the stamp is service in-
scribed.

Page 31—JService inseription of 10¢ Tractor
Trailer should vead “Additional Presonn Posuge
Pzid.” (Thomson)

Page 32—The picure caption for 10.9TZV is in-
complete. The last word is “comparison.” (Tham-
son)

Page 55—The press used by J.W. Fergusson &
Sons to print the 29¢ Flower should be spelled
“Champlain,” not 4s it was spelled for the cataiog
by Richard Senneut of Stamp Venrurers.

Page 57—Delete 500 a¢ 2 roll stize for 1211 on
2911 Only roils of 3,000 were found. (Thomson,
Koepp)

Page 61—The coior of Plate 2 of the 12.5¢ Push-
&a{nm;hould be listed in Appendix C as light olive.

Franlc unveils a first:

a commemorative PNC

Postmaster General Anthony Frank un-
veiled the first PNC commemorarive at the
Dec. 11 news conference, the first to
show all of a year's proposed stamps.

In aill, there are to be 126 new stamp
this year.

The showing took place at the Decatur
House Musenm on Jackson Place, about
a block from the White House. The house
kad once been the home of Stephen Dec-
atur, a naval hero in the War of 1812,

The stamp wiil mark the bicentennial of
the White House and includes the dates
1792-1992. Ap illustration appears on
Page 5 of this issue of TPN. O
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A Satire: What does ‘gravured’ mean?

The charge

Steve Esrati has used the word “gravur

" in severzl stamp publications to describe

the new U.S. coil stamps. To create this past participle, Esrati must first have verbified
gravure, farmerly a noun, more recently ar: adjective. The neologism’s meaning seems
to be gravure-printed. If so, shouldn't it be spelt gravur'd?

Ken Lawrence in The Philatelic Communicator, Fourth Quarter 1991

Steve Esrati’s defense
I called upon my next-door neighbor, David Guralnik, editor emeritus of Webster’ s
New World Dictionary of the American Language, 10 1escue me from the heinous

charge of neologism.

“What’s wrong with creating a new word?” he asked. "How do you suppose the lan-

guage grew to De this big?

“Anyway, there is no law against forming a participle from a verb. We say ‘long-

legged man’ and ‘leg’ is a noun.”

I’m not quite sure why Lawrence wants me to spell it “gravur'd,” but [ do know one
thing for sure: Ken Lawrence has been tumed by the insidious cultural imperiahists of
the Public Broadcasting Service, who force feed us the leavings of British cullure on

“Mystery" and “Masterpiece Theatre.”

In the past, Lawrence has fumed about Scott Publishing Co.'s use of the spelling
“catalogue,” insisting that the preferred American speiling is “catalog.”
So where does Lawrence come off with “spelt?” That’s another Briticism. In TPN

we use “spelled.”

We also use “gravured.” Let the dictionaries follow our example! You all know what

1992 Scoit Specialized flunks on PNCs

Continued from Page !

scramble of numbers, including an $8.50
strip of three for a numbered strip show-
ing no number at all. (QOh yes, we
checked. Every known piate is accounted
for as a strip of three. This strip is simply
listed as “P# surip of 3, P#."")

That's clarity!

To make matters worse, the order for
strips of five of the 20¢ Flag is totally dif-
ferent from the order for strips of three.
Couldn’t they have been listed in straight
numerical order?

Since Scott hardly ever bothers with
such niceties as varieties, one cannot help
but be amazed al the muddle Scott made
of the precancels of the 18¢ Washington.
There are foor Scott numbers, 2149 (on-
precanceled); 2149a {precanceled),
2149b (imperforates, and it doesn’t say
whether thase are precanceled or unpre-
canceled), and 2149¢, which are listed as
“as ‘a," imperf, pair," which couid be tak-
en to mean that these are the imperforate
precancels.

But after 2149c¢ there are five addifional
lines of listings, none with & separate cal-
alog number. Apparently these are the
dull-gum varieties of 2149a, but I chai-
lenge anyone to show me a way 1o indi-
cate these stamps on a want list.

The 1992 cawmlog carries skimpy infor-
mation about the 29¢ denominated Flow-

er and the 19¢ Fishing Boat, saying the
listings are based on advance announce-
ments from the Postal Service. The 23¢
Flag is not listed at all. (It is not listed in
the 1991 PNC Catalog, either.)

Scott did update some of its PNC prices.
A strip of five of Plate 4 of the 20¢ Flag
jumped from $500 to an italicized $775.
The prices for Plates 3 and 5 of the un-
precanceled 5.2¢ Sleigh are now given
separately ($145 and $115, respectively).

All in all, one can only say that the
1992 Scout is a disappointment, not be-
cause it is worse than the 1991 version,
bet because our expectations for im-
provements had been elevated in July
with the announcement that better things
lay ahead. They definitely did not.

In non-PNC areas, Scott still does not
differentiate between the scored and on-
scored booklets of the 20¢ Flags, al-
though it does list those panes.

It also does a terrible job on the Great
Americans. To help you stay abreast of
those stamps, TPN publishes Alan Thom-
son’s table (which we will update as new
varieties are reported) on Page 15. Some
of this apparently is unknown to Scol,
especially the existence of phosphored
Great Americans.

If this is Scott’s specialized catalog, it
still has a long way to go to eamn that H-
tle. Too much information is simply miss-
ing. (3

The rebuttal

Steve Esrad has defeated my satire by
excerpting it.

The title ahead of his excerpt was “Par-
ticipled,” a non-word with a lineage par-
allel to his coinage.

Since my wit is evidently too deep,
here’s the point:

There's nothing wrong with creating a
new word if it serves a purpose. But all
Steve has done is to add a gratuitous, un-
necessary “d" to a perfectly serviceable
atributive noun—gravure.

In this context, gravure, meaning gra-
vure-printed, is the correct usage. The ex-
panded form is the appropriate participle
if one must derive from a verb.

Steve's neighbor probably isn’t as wit-
less as his example implies, given an op-
portunity to reflect. His example works
only as a compound; “legged” by itseif
fails to communicate whether or notit'sa
word.

Since Steve’s gratuitons “d” seemed (o
be reaching for a Shakespearean ring, I
natrally ended with the query why
didn’t he go all the way and adopt the
Bard's speiling too? (J

Haake, Marrelli find
2 types of 23F A222P

Al Haake's post office in St. Louis supplied
him with rolls of 500 of the 23¢ Flag with the
plate numbers “A222." Frank Marreili’s post
office in Kenosha, Wis., supplied rolls of
3,000.

When the 1wo dealers put their heads to-
gether, they found that their stamps looked
different. Haake sent out two strips to each of
his new-issue-service customers.

One major distinction is the red plate num-
ber “2.” On sirips from rolls of 3,000 it is thin
and mis-shapen. Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, who
noticed something similar, thought it to be
row specific.

Another peint of difference is in the black
“2" as well s in the black “USA 23.” On the
stamps from the rolls of 3,000, the black “2”
is squashed out, fatter. So are the letiers in
“USA”

Ken Lawrence examined these stamps un-
der high magnification and found that the
black is solid, not made up of the tiny dots
used in gravure.

Lawrence concluded thal one probable rea-
son for the differences between the stamps is
in 3 maladjustment of the pressure cylinder
that pushes the paper against the printing
piate. [
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Topeka turns ont to be second DAY site

Untagged Circus Wagon found

Remember when D). John Shultz first
found Plates 5 and 6 of the 4¢ Stage-
coach unprecanceled?

Shultz never told anyone where he had
found them, and his stamps were in great
shape.

A little later, some of us fipured cut that
these stamps had been prinied for the
DAV and so we descended on Cincinnati,
which is just across the Ohic River from
the DAV’s headquarters in Cold Spring,
Ky., o try to obtain the stamps.

Others pestered Cincinnati dealers to
oy to urge them to go to the DAV and
swap stamp rolls for the new stamps.

But when some of us succeeded in Cin-
cinnati, we found the stamps to be in
abysmal shape. Fewer than 10% of the
strips could be rated VF or better.

Shultz figured it out right away. There
had to have been two printings, he said.
And when the BEP reports finally caught
up with the stamps, Shultz was proven
comect.

But what none of vs guessed untii Al
Haake sought to find the untagged 5¢
Circus Wagon (also printed for the DAV)
was Lhat Shuliz’s Stapecoaches did not
come from Cincinnati at all.

Shultz, who lives in Kansas, had ob-
tained them from Topeka, which also
happens to be the home of a mailing
company that does work for the DAV .

That's where the untagged Circus Wag-
ons were finally found, too. The stamps
were shipped to Cincinnati, as well, so
we can conclude that DAV stamps can go
to either place, or both.

Sell and evangelize

A pood way to get nd of duplicates
may alse be a good way to boost the col-
lection of PNCs, according to Ed Gould.

Gould uses APS sales books 10 dispose
of his extras. He prices them at 50% 1o
60% of “list,” (presumably a dealer’s
price list)

All of his books have sold out within
six months.

Another early release

Dr. Robert Rabinawitz went to New
York (not New York City) on Oct. 19 to
obtain some 23¢ Flag stamps. While talk-
ing to the postal clerk, Dr. Rabinowitz
mentioned the new gravured 5¢ Canoe.

“Oh,” said the clerk. “They just came
in."

Dr. Rabinowitz bought a roll of 10,000

and began wholesaling them, not realiz-
ing that he had bought them before the
date the stamps were to go on sale, Oct.
22.

“There was no ['Do not open befare’]
date on the box,” Dr. Rabinowitz said.

He had a surprise in his home 1own,
Stamford, Conn., where a window clerk
had a box of S0 rolls of 500 of the 23¢
Flag. The box contained ail three plate
numbers (A111, A212, and A222).

All three plate numbers, therefore, are
now known in rolls of 500 as well as
3,000,

e Y, e

On Lighthouse pages

Superior Galleries, the auction arm of
Superior Stamp & Coin, put on a spectac-
ular auction in November in Beverly
Hills, Calif.

The sale incloded a CIA invert, estimat-
ed at $15,000-$20,000, and a host of
moon memorabilia that once belonged to
Edwin E. (Buzz) Aldrin, Jr. A cover car-
ried to the moon by Aldrin also bore a
$15,000-$20,000 estimate.

The PNC materiat was distinguished by
the fact that some of it was sold as shown
on Lighthouse album pages.

Pricing PNC covers

In the November issue of Coil Line,
Rab Washburn says that several com-
mercial c: vers are overpriced right now.
He lists 20¢ Pumper 12/14, “E” 2222,
“F* 1211, and 25¢ Yosemite 6. Esti-
mating that there are more than 500 of
the last in collector kands, Washbumn be-
lieves a fair price should be $5-6, not the
$25 being asked.

In the December issue, Washbum said
18¢ Surrey 15/16 are as scarce as 18¢
Flag 6, which have sold for as much as
$2,000; but the Surreys have been seiling
for only $150. He also said 22¢ Flag 6,
13, and 14 are scarce with fewer than 20
covers reported of 22F6.

Blocks from eoils

Hank Karen of Michael M. Karen is
advertising blocks from the stamp stick
of denominated 25¢ Flowers. He is

charging S11 for a block of six (two
rows of strips of three with plate numbers
on the middle stamp) and 512 for a block
of 10.

In view of the tiny bits of paper that
hold such “blocks” together, the risk of
ending up with plain strips is great. Any-
one saving such “blocks” is cautioned to
find a way to mount them so that the tufis
between rows will remain intact.

Harald E. Singer did succeed in mak-
ing a "plate block™ of 70 from a stamp
stick of the 29¢ Flower. It was actually

l
I
b

the first “block™ he made. The top three
rows were held together by jusl one con-
necting tuft. The lower seven rows had
two tufls,

TPN had said he could not do it. What
Singer said was that he couldn’ do it
again.

Singer, whe lives about S0 miles from
Salt Lake City, recently drove into town
and bought a roll of 500 of the 10¢ Trac-
tor Trailer. The roil started with 32
imperforate stamps, including one num-
bered strip, and abcut 250 stamps perfed
through the stamp.

According to Singer, the philatelic clerk
who sold it to him sent about nine other
roils for destruction.

Prices going up

Dr. Rabinowitz’s November mail sale
included a set of XF tagging break strips
of Plates 3 and 5 of the 5.2¢ Sleigh. The
strips of eight, with the break at 4L, car-
ried an estimate of $750. The same items,
but F-VE were listad at 55735, Those
same strips were sold for $75 a set less
than a year ago.

Dr. Rabinowitz also revised a price
from his Nov. 1 price list in an ad that
ran in Linn’s on Dec. 9. Plate 1 of the
phosphored 25¢ Flag Over Yosemite
went up from $19 10 $29.



Back to PNCing

Scott F. Smith, the PNC Study
Group’s own “Scott of the Antarctic,”
came home from the ccld (20-below on
average) at the South Pole with his pock-
ets bulging., “The pay is good and there’s
nothing you can spend your money on,”
he said.

So ke left the familiar surroundings of
Colorade Soprings for the ASDA show in
New York.

You can’t keep a good man down, it
seems, and here's what he found: Plates 1
and 2 of the 20¢ Consumer Education
with experimental gum Type Ia (scarci-
ty rating “D” in the 1591 catalog); Plates
13 and 14 of the 18¢ Sumey with the
same “D" scarcity pum; Plate 2 of the
15¢ Tugboat with overall tagging and a
tagging break at 4R and another with the
break at 3L, and, finally, a scarce Cotirell
precancel gap: gap 1L on a used single of
Plate § of the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon. The 1L
gap had been found previously, also as a
used single. So Smith’s copy is the sec-
ond find.

Not bad for a weekend’s ouring!

‘9¢ Tractor Trailers’

Subscribers to House of Farnam FDCs
got a surprise when they saw the cachet
for the 10¢ Tractor Trailer. The enve-
lope doesn’t say “10e” bur “9¢.”

Asked about this, Bill Toutant of Ant-
master, which makes House of Farnam
covers, said when information was origi-
nally released about these stamps, USPS
said it wouid be a nine-center,

“By the time we found out that it was a
dime, we had already printed the covers.
The 9¢ cachet is the only version that ex-
ists.”

A look into the future

In kis first round-robin newsletter to
members of the Plate Nomber Coil Stody
Group, Richard Nazar enclosed a
mockup of the design he hopes to use for
the 1992 Plate Numnber Coil Cataiog.

Nazar is adding all the fundamentals,
such as who designed the stamp, the
rame of the typographer, and the model-
er. He will also illustrate each stamp and
explain its postal history. And he has en-
larged the type.

Said Nazar: “I want to make the catalog
as easy to use for the beginners (from the
age of 5 to 80) as for the experis in the
field. The catalog is the reference book
for PNCs and 1 wouid like 1o make it as
conmprehensive as possible.”

They must bhe tough to find
A good indication of the difficulty in

obtaining new PNCs came in Ed Den-

son’s Mail Sale No. 4, which closed on
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QOct. 27. Among the 10 lots getting the
most bids out of the 358 lots offered were
the gravured 29¢ Flag over Mi. Rush-
more (16 bids), plate numbers 1211 of
the 29¢ “F” stamp (16 bids), Plate 15 of
the 25¢ Flag (13 bids), and Plate 3 of
the 8.4¢ Wheel Chair (13 bids).

The top bid on the Wheel Chair was
$8.50; while the 1211 “F” stamp brought
$25.

Scarce and gelting scarcer

In correcting the roll-size data for the
“F" Flower coil, Alan Thomson con-
mcted Jerry Koepp, one of the two
finders of 1211 rolls.

Koepp told Thomson he found only
rolls of 3,000 and what he did not buy
went into vending machines in the Des
Moines area.

Koepp estimates that fewer than 2,000
sirips of 1211 exist.

Some recent dealers’ F-VF prices on the
elusive item: $11 (Frank Mameili); $20
(Ed Denson, Al Haake, Dr. Robert Rabi-
nowitz, Koepp).

Dr. Rabinowitz also sells 10 strips for
$112, or $11.20 each.

Untagped error

A8, Cibulskas wanted to use up some
excess 25¢ Honeybees but needed 4¢
stamps to go with them, so he broke open
a roil of the overall-tagged 4¢ Stage-
coach from the B Press (4T1Ri).

He put them under a UV light to see if
they had any lagging breaks near the
plate number. In the process, he found a
strip of 40 stamps left untagged in error.

Untagged for DAYV, too?

The Disabled American Velerans sends
out its envelopes with as many low-
dencmination stamps as it can.

The idea is to get contributors to raturn
the envelope with a check inside.

But since low-denomination stamps are
now untagged, that means all DAV-bound
letters are going to be ejected by the fac-
er-cancelers, which look for lagging.

In view of the large number of enve-
lopes sent out by the DAV, the Posimal Ser-
vice would hardly relish the idea of hav-
ing to hand-cancel them all.

And, apparently, USPS isn’t going to
stand by helplessly and let that happen,
according to Dr. Robert Rabinowitz,
who asked about just that after tagged 5¢
Circus Wagons were shipped to the
Philatelic Sales Division and the philatel-
ic center at Postal Headquarters.

He reported in Coil Plate Number Ex-
posé 15 that he explained the DAV dilem-
ma to Don McDowell, head of the
Stamps Division. McDowell agreed.

Al the Dec. 11 unveiling of all the 1982

15

slamps, Assistant Postmaster General
Gordon Morison also agreed.

“If the stamps are on courtesy enve-
lopes going back to the DAY.” he said,
"they should not be untagged.”

On the one and only DAV-bound un-
tagged Circns Wagon sent to H. N. Pet-
tibone (placed cn sale in an auction in
this issue}, the accompanying 4¢ Steam
Carriage is tagged. But it could not be de-
termined whether that was done inten-
tionally by the DAV or was just a fluke.

What does all this mean for pNCs? It
means that the untagged Circus Wag-
on just recenty found in Topeka may
well be the last untagged Circus Wagon.

More pre-releases

As may be seen in “Update” in this is-
sue, two more stamps were available be-
fore the official first day of issue: the gra-
vured 5¢ Cance and three sets of plate
numbers of the undencminated 10¢ Eagle
and Shield,

Reuse is up on 23Fs

A postal clerk in Niagara Falls, N.Y,
told Joseph Coveney that his post office
is finding more and more letters on which
23¢ Flag stamps have been reused.

Since these stamps are precancels and,
when properly used, do not get a cancel,
they may appear 1o be stamps that were
left uncanceled to the uninitiated.

That, in wm, would encourage the un-
knowing 1o ity to reuse them. [

Coils of 30.000
sought by mailers,
Morison tells TPN

Mailers are requesting even larger rolls
than today’s jumbeo rolls of 10,000, As-
sistant Postmaster General Gordon Mori-
son told TPN at the unveiling of the
stamps to be issued this year.

If the Postal Service can meet this re-
quest from mailers, it will bring added
hardship to PNC dealers who ofien must
bey the jurnbo rolls because the plate
nembers differ from the numbers on
smaller rolls.

Recent examples have included the B
Press version of the 1¢ Omnibuos, a bar-
gain at only $100, as well as the gravured
Flag over Mt. Rushmore, an expensive
§2,900 onptlay just o get the “All111”
plate numbers.

Since postal rates are firm into 1993,
chances are that the first 30,000-stamp
roll would be a 29¢ value costing a deal-
er $8,700.

All jumbo rolls are now printed outside
BEP.[]
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Rut not on letter-size items

Rates raised on some nonprofit bulk mail

By Ken Lawrence

A number of third-class tulk nonprofit
rates went up recently, effective ar 12:01
a.m., Sunday, Nov. 17, 1991. These are
rates of concem to PNC colleclors be-
cause they can be prepaid (as false frank-
ing) with the 5¢ Canoe or any other ceil
stamps still avthorized for use on non-
profit bulk mail.

The media paid scant atiention yo these
new rates because all eyes were on the
prime-ratc  battle between Postmaster
General Anthony Frank, the Postal Rate
Commission, and finally the Postal Ser-
vice's Board of Govemors. (An excep-
tion was The Chronicle of Philanthropy,
whose readers are directly affected by the
new rates.)

Most postal rates are required by law to
break even or make a profit. The excep-
tHons (in domestic mail) are nonprofit
bulk rates and certain other categories,
such as mail for the blind, fer library and
educational purposes, and so {orth. These
charity rates (which include pelitical
campaign mailings) are subsidized by a
congressional appropriation called “reve-
nue foregone.”

Under this system, nonprofit rates
chanpged almost twice as often as com-
mercial bulk rates during the 1980s, mov-
ing both up and down depending on the

Reader reports
untagged 25F9

David Zajac of Ohic has found o
strips of what appear to be untagged 25¢
Flags from Plate 9.

Tha suips have not been examined by
TPN.

Zajac wonders if the apparently un-
tagged strips were supposed to have
block tagging or be on phosphored paper.

The answer there is that the lack of tag-
ging could only have been on stamps in-
tended to have block tagging, since the
tagging is in the paper on phosphored
stamps.

He also wonders if any other untagged
strips have been found. The 1591 Plate
Number Coil Catalog lists an untagged
error from Plate 8 and estimates its price
(for strips of five) a1 $100.

Readers with questions about what may
be new finds are urged to direct them 1o
TPN and to enclose the stamps. The ques-
tion will be sent on to an expert. All
stamps will be remrned. £

appropriation, which was iwself the focus
of repeated clashes between the Reagan
administration and the Congress.

The Postal Service Appropriations Act
for Fiscal Year 1992 provided only 5470
million; the Postal Scrvice had said it
would need 5649 million to keep nen-
profit rates stable in Fiscal Year 1992.
The $470 million figure was a compro-
mise between the House of Representa-
rives, which had voied to authorize the
full amount, and the Senate, which origi-
nally approved only $383 million.

The bill stipulated thai the rate increas-
s required to meet the shorfall would
not be across-the-board, but wouid apply
only to “flats.”

The new system that divided third-class
bulk ratcs inio two categories at the lime
of the Feb. 5, 1991, rate increases--—
letter-size  mail and  non-letiersize
(“flat™) mail, a division reflecting their re-
spective “machinability” according 1o the
present level of mail-sorting automa-
tion—provided a relatively painless way
to make up the difference.

Nonprofit rates for letter-size mail re-
mained unchanged, except that the per
piece weight for the minimuam applicable

rate was increased from 0.2082 pound
(3.3314 ounces) ta 0.2085 pound (3.3367
ouncas). The rate for flats, defined as
picces larger than 6Yy inches high by 111
inches long by 1, inch thick, were in-
creased.,

The accompanying table shows the old
and new 1691 rawes for third-class buik
nonprofit “flat” mailings

Automation discounts for nine-digit
ZIP code addresses and barcoding do not
apply to non-letter mail because the
equipment currently in use cannot pro-
cess flats on optical character reacers.
The next generation of equipment will
have that capability.

The Postal Service is already holding
seminars o prepare bulk mailers for the
requirements and 1o take advantage of the
coming generation of bulk-mail incentive
discounls.

Meanwhile, Congress is considering a
proposal to create a new subclass of mail
for nonprefit mailers and further limiting
the groups eligible to use these nonprofit
rates. If a subclass is created, these rates
would be subject 1o the same process as
other domestic rates. (.

Old and new 1991 rates for nonprofit flats (in cents)
Feb. 3 Nov. 17
Basic presort 12.5 14.6
3- and 5-digit sort 119 13.2
Carrier-route sort 8.0 101
Saturation walk sequence 7.3 9.4
Destination Bul it Center (BMGC
Basic presort 1.3 124
3- and 5-digit sort 9.9 12.0
Carrier-route sort 6.8 8.9
Saturation walk sequence 6.1 862
Destination ional Center Facili F
Basic presort 10.8 12.9
3- and 5-digit sort 9.4 11.5
Carrier-route sort 6.3 £.4
Saturation walk sequence 5.6 7.7
Destination Deliv nit (DDU
Carrier-route sort 58 7.9
Saturation walk sequence 5.1 7.2
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Tagging breaks on Cottrell Press PNCs (updated throngh Dec. 9, 1991)

Cat. No. 3 6L : 5L :dL D ;2L i i 3R i 4R L5 | &R
) ] ¥ e . : orea ¥ > ' Symbols, sbbrevistions
m2 ! {BSth I 35L JLBCWSHIBOM I
276 i iBSth i3St JiBCt Sb{BCH Ji § H = only a bar break has
278 % : §8Che Ji BCbe J H : besn sesn. Clips and
o § BCibe J§ BCtbe J i i scrow hesds alsa show
: . t . : i : bar braaks.
C-RNE R S N N T s i et e s
R Ysy imsmd iacb JisCh | sCb g : g : : e o iate Iastema .
sTa i st PRSI {BCK JiBCm  {BCHJ ; i eacompiate fastaner
; ; ; ; { formoerssossesberserenssiscomerrered ) w ungtion of four male
5213 iBgtm ) i ; i : hss besn ound at this lo-
5213 § i BSt% § { i i ; cation. This Is seen as &
3 ; ¥ o 3 ¥ 7 horizonial hreak PLUS
1M H i ; 8CL :BCb J: H ! i wariical bresk.
172 3 : BCl  JEBCE J § i
1713 i BChd ¢ §BC0e J§BCh J i : ; % = axists with Sk, bul
1774 1BChY ; B Clbe .l; BChe Ji H ; sl i not in & numbared atrip.
PS/5 % [BC_J 2t [ 1L | _1R] A | TAGGING

Notes to ahove chart

17T4, 3R found used as a
PS/4.

All positions are giveng by
stamp, not by perforation,
1L is the stamp with the
plate number.

This chart developed and up-
dated by Eugene R. Ernst.
Please report new finds to
him at 1;522 Windy Cove,
Houston, TX 77095, Please
include a diagram showing
how you count position.

Overall tagging

{only on relis where the tsgging break iz
cansiant and doss not ‘walk')

4TIRI (W) 2L, 9R

4T1X (on starmps) 1117, 212, 1L,
3R, SR, 7R7,
9R7?, 10R?

4TF1X (on peris) 12L. 8L, 7L,

5T1Y

15T2i (W)

20T2X:
S1T1 12L, 1L

“W" indicates that a “waiking”
uggmg ‘n:ellc has also been re-

g: This mecans a break can
found on ail positions.

A question mark indicates that
the reported position has not

Untagged stripe
across top or bottom
4T1Ri Top
5T1Y Top, bowom (?)
15T2i Top. botiom
$I1T1 Top, bottom

Emst welcomes new reports.

Tagging and perforation variclies on Great Americans Series

Lditor’ 5 note: TPN is dedi-
cated to Plate Number Coil
philaiely. But in the study of
PNCs, we have learmed that

in the tagging varieties of

U.S. stamps.
Therefore, we have asked
Alan Thomson 10 prepare the

TPN will print free adiets
from dealers who can supply
varieties ef the Great Ameri-
cans. Please send copy to

many collectors are interested  following table. “Free Adlets” at TPN.
Scont Stamp Lalock Combyulock Comb/everail Comb{phasphered
1844 e Dix X X
ik 0¢ Red Claud X X X
2 15¢ Cody X X
1862 20¢ Truman X X X
1863 22¢ Auduban X X
2192 23¢ Cassatt X X X
1864 30¢ Lautach X X X
1867 3% Glark X X
1868 A0¢ Gilbreth X X
2188 45¢ Cusing X X
1869 50¢ Nimitz X X X
21944 §1 Hopkins X X

By Stephen G. Esrati
The stamps Alan Thomson
says are L. perforated in his ta-
ble measure 10.9x10.9 cn an
accurate perforation gauge.
Those that he calls comb
perforations are listed in the
Scout Specialized Catalogue
of United States Stamps as be-
ing perforated 11.2x11.2.
These perforatons are also
termed bull’s eye perforations
and result from the use of a
Eureka perforator, either on-
line or as a separate operadon.
On the 50¢ Nimitz, the
block-tagged stamp can be
differentiated from the overail
tagged by the gum, which is
dull on the overall tagging,
but shiny on the block tagged.
Thomson notes that the
phosphored stamps can be
distinguished from the over-
all-tagged stamps only in mar-
ginal blocks, where the over-
all-tagged stamps will have an
untagged area but the phos-

rhored stamps will be com-
pletely tagged.

But Wayne Youngblood
said, “There’s a much easier
way 1o do it. On the cverall
tagged, the printing is under
the 1agging; while on the
phosphored paper, the print-
ing is on 1op of the tagging,

“If you held the stamps at
an angle under the Uv light,
you can easily distingunish
them becavse the green tag-
ging wiil obscure the design.”

Youngblood also noted two
more varieties that are not in
Thomson’s table. The 4¢ Fa-
ther Flanagan stamp and the
5¢ Luvis Mufioz Marin exist
with and without tagging.

It is the intention of TPN to
update the above table as reg-
ularly as the tagging break ta-
ble. Comment from readers is
always welcome, but if yon
have additions 1 the table,
please enclose a sample,
which will be returned.

.-and lel’s not forget

20¢ Flag sheet stamp

In addition to the Great
Americans Scries, the 20¢
Flag sheet stamp also exists in
two perforations, the 109 L
perforator with shiny gum and
the 11.2 bull’s eye perforation
with dull gum. 5

FREE FREE FREE FREE

As a service to its
readers TPN welcomes
ads from desalers for
singles and blocks of
four the Great Ameri-
cans and the 20¢ Flag
sheet stamps.

Ads will run on this
page in adlet format.

Swap ads from col-
lectors are also wel-
come.

TPN wants to help
you complete your
coilection.
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Hoard tells postal history of DAYV

By Stephen G. Esrati

H. Nelson Pettibone, a 75-yearold
Ohio collector, has been trying o get his
collection in order. So he wrote Dr. Rob-
ert Rabinowitz about a shoe box full of
envelopes sent out by the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans. Pettibcne wondered if they
had any value.

Dr. Rabinowitz wrote back: “These
have little or no philatelic value.” He
suggested that Pettihone send them o me
for use in an article.

The envelopes illustrate the unusual
postal history of a successful marketing
device, going back 1o the era of a 5¢ first-
class letter (1963-66). The DAV market-
ing plan worked something like this:

For many years, the orpanization sent
out miniatuze automobile license plates
attached to a key chain. The idea was that
anyone finding the keys could drop them
in a mailbox and mail them to the DAV,
which would then return the lost keys w0
the owner. The idea was dropped some
years ago because of high opemating
costs.

Concarrently, the DAV sent out little re-
turn-address labels.

With both types of shipment, the DAV
solicited contributions and enclosed a
stamped return envelope.

It was these envelopes that Peltibone
collected. (He often conwributed, but used
his own envelopes. The treasure trove
that arrived from the DAV—and a handful
of other mailers who adopted the same
idea—went into a shoe box to work into
his collection some day.)

The DAvV's unwsuai marketing ploy
worked on the theory that most zecipients
wauld feel a sense of guilt in accepling
the envelope with postage of a nickel or
more attached, especially when the cost
of the stamps had been borne by disabled
veterans. This pguilt worked 1o increase
the rate of contributions.

To stimulate the guilt feelings, DAV
never used a single stamp where multi-
ples would do.

Pettibone’s earliest DAV example, prob-
ably mailed in 1963, used five 1¢ Andrew
Jackson sheet stamps that are cut at right
and left ends as if they had been appiied
by a machine that affixes coil stamps.
These stamps, however, were from un-
tagged sheet stamps perfed 1x101%
(Scott 1208). The front of the envelopes
bore a large, verticaily printed red “zzp"
o announce the enclosure of the first re-
rn-address labels with a ZIP code.

sabled American Veterans

Cincinnati, Ohio
452714

BEFORE THERE WERE PNCs—Cut plate number shows up under the stamps on gi-
ther side of the jcint line on lnis B¢ DAV cover.

On the back of the envelope—with a
green zig-zag border—there was a repro-
duction of Mr. Zip and this message:

“These name stckers with the ‘&P
CODE' on the fourth line, have been ap-
proved by the U.S. Post Office Depart-
ment”

Even earlier than this caver, Pettibone
had one envelope sent cut by Look maga-
zine in Des Moines. It bore eight '4e
Franklin stamps (Scott 1030) to meet the
d¢ first-class rate (1958-62). Look’s mar-
keting theory was the same: Send oot ¢n-
velopes with stamps and people will send
them back with a subscription order.

There are seven different B¢ DAV cov-
ers, all bearing strips of four 2¢ Jefferson
coils (Scott 1055a). The earliest of these
again has the ZIP code message on the
back of the envelope and comes with the
original tagging type, which is almost
white in short-wave UV,

These coil stamps, in rolls of 3,000,
were printed for the DAV in 1968,

The later B¢ envelopes no longer in-
cluded the ZIP code message and all bore
a reprint of the 2¢ coil stamps. These
stamps have tagging that appears bright
vellow in UV.

During the course of this 82 usage, DAV

switched from green ink to blue ink on
its envelopes. It is noteworthy that none
of these envelopes shows the straight
edge at one end of the strip of stamps that
is caused by stamp-affixirg machinery.
Apparently, in those low-postage days, it
was still economical o hire people to
affix stamps.

One of these 8¢ envelopes, illustrated
above, is especially interesting because it
shows the 1ops of plate numbers on either
side of the joint line. The numbers cannot
be positively identified, but are from ei-
ther 32120, 32129, or 32130. All these
stamps were printed only in rolis of 500.

A third tagging type of the 2¢ Jefferson
showed up when the rate went up to 10¢.
(1973-75).

The nire earliest 10¢ envelopes have
the same 1agging on the five 2¢ Jeffer-
sons as the later 3¢ envelope. But the
three most recent 10¢ envelopes used a
tagging that was called “Type HI" by Al-
fred G. Boerger when he last published
his Handbook or U.S. Luminescent
Stamps in 1975,

Type III tagging is much less intense
than the earlier “Type [I” tagging and
contains areas on the strips that result
from the place where the lwo tagging



plates met. In the case of these DAV enve-
lopes, this tagging joint line appears (un-
der UV) as a brighter vertical line, about
1lmm in width.

During the 13¢ rate period (1975-78),
the DAV used either four 3¢ Parkman coil
stamps (Scott 1297) and cne 1¢ Jefferson
(Scott 1299) or thres Jeffersons and one
10¢ Jefferson Monument coil (Scott
1519).

For the 15¢ rate period (1978-81), the
DAV used five 3¢ Parkman stamps. When
the rate went up to 18¢ for a few meonths
of 1981, the enveiopes bore three 5S¢
“shaved” George Washingtons (Scott
1304C) and one 3¢ Parkman. One of
these covers shows two different partal
(but not wholly decipherable} plate num-
bers.

It is noteworthy that in this period of
less than a year, the DAV mailed four so-
licitations to Pettibone. OF these, two la-
bels had a wrong address, meaning that
DAV made two mailings in about six
months te each person on its mailing list.

(Note: Esrati 15 a life member of DAV.)

The 20¢ raie period (1981-1985) was
marked by envelopes using either:

= Four shaved Washingtons.

= Five 2¢ Jeffersons and one 10¢ Amer-
icana (Scott 1617). It is these covers that
show, for the first time, the straight edges
at the end of the coil sirips caunsed by
affixing machinery.

= Five 2¢ Locomotive stamps (PNC 2T)
and one 10¢ Americana. Of the five enve-
lopes with this combinatien, one bears a
sirip showing the plate number 4 on the
second stamp from the left.

The same 2¢ Locomotive prinied on the
Cotirell presses appeared again on covers
mailed during the 22¢ rate (1985-88).
None of these covers showad the 2¢ Lo-
comotive (2T1R) printed on the B Press
after the retirement of the Cottrells in
1985.

The combination used to meet the rate
this time was one Locomotive and five
4¢ Stagecoach stamps (4T). One of the
Locomotives bore a plate number 8.

The most recent of these covers used
the 4¢ Stagecoach (4T1R) printed on the
B Press, easily spotted because it has
block tagging while all the others had the
messy overall lagging of the Coturells.

One of the Cottrell Siagecoaches had a
plate number 6, which had been reprinted
especially for the DAV.

Another DaV reprint did pop up among
the 25¢ rate covers (five 4¢ Stagecoaches
and one 5¢ stamp—either a 5¢ Motorcy-
cle (5T) or a numbered S¢ Milk Wagon
(5T1X). The reprint showed no plate
number, but was the B Press version of
the 4¢ Stagecoach with overall tapging
(4T1Ri). This stamp was first found by
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collectors late in 1690,

The 25¢ covers are the first in the accu-
mulation to show bar coding.

The earliest of three 29¢ covers in the
accumulaticn has five tagged 5S¢ Circus
Wagons (5T1Y)—with a tagging break
on the 1R stamp and with the leftmost
stamp showing a piate number— and a B
Press, overall tagged Stagecoach
(4T1Ri).

The more recent of the 29¢ covers
shows an untagged strip of five Circus
Wagons (ST1Yi) or five Milk Wagons
(5T1X) and a tagged 4¢ Steam Carriage
(4T1X).

O
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bid of $85.

Le accepted.

Bidding increments are 50 cents to 55, §1
% from 55 to 520, 52 from %20 to 550, and 55
7 fram $50 up, Blde not conforming (o these incre-
4 ments will be reduced ta the next lower level,
i and will nat recwive preference over other bids at
% hat level, All lots have reserves, with the mini-
mum bid indcated. Bids below those reserves
will not be accepted.

Payment of the entire purchase price (plus
51.50 for postage and hendling up te 5 lots, and
51 more for sech 5 additionsl lots) Is due from
successful bidders upan ressipt of inveoice.

Telephone inguiries about the seccnd-highest
7 bid may be made until 9 p.m. (EST) on Jan. 30.
2 COMDITION: All covers meansure ¥/ 8 inches

7 unless otherwise indicated and bear unused
% stamps and are clean and undamaged. All DAV
:"’_,covnrs aiso include an address iabei. Some of
# the stamps are not well centered and may have
;‘5 damage on the perforations whera they were
% separated. if & cover's destinauan is not given, it
“ls to DAV, All DAV envelopes are blue unleas
atherwise noted.
Lot Deacription
1. All BO DAV covers plus 5 miscel-
laneaus covers. 585
4¢ Flrst-Clazs Rate
2. To Look magazine. B 1/2¢ Frank-
lim,

SN

RN

#

SRR

SN

Minimurn

’I
7
%
Z
:::
Z
§ . .00
% B¢ First-Class Rate
;", 3 A5#6.5.dnch ZIP code promotion.
“ Red *ZIP" on front. 5 )¢ Jackson
;'.; from sheet 3.00
ﬁ Three lagging types of 2¢ Jefferson:
:-,‘ 4. B8¢-tate ZIP code promeoticn  on
e red-and green Yule enveicpe,
Z 4x2¢ (Boerger Type i); B¢-rate on
f blue address label envelope, dx2¢
5 (Boerger Type lI); 10¢ rate, on
4 piain blue, 5x2¢ (Boerger Type iil) 10.00
f,‘ B¢ Fiest-Class Rate
2 5 ax2e (Boerger Type 1) 1.00
g 5. gx‘z-: Il;!:ergerbType Iy with par-

ai plote numbers on ei i
? of joint line, green env. 10.%
2 7. 4x2¢ (Boerger Type |l) green snv. 1
% 8. 4x2¢ (Bowrger Typell) greenenv.  1.00
:5 9. 4x2¢ (Boerger Type l1) 1.00
% 10¢ First-Class Rate
7 10 5x@¢ (Boerger Type ll}, perfs hit
ﬁ design 1.00
2 11, 3x2¢ {Boerger Type i), name la-
z bet missing 1.00
7 12, 5x2¢ (Boarger Type I} 1.00
; 13, 5x2¢ (Boerger Type ll) 1.00
”
2

)

;_,{///////////.f//f/f’//f’//f/f///f///f/l/f///////f//ff‘/f/f//f/f//f/ff//f///!f////f/f

Here’s your chance
to own DAV postal history

This almost seema » eonflict of interest. Mr, Pettibone, whom | have never met, sent in the shoe box
to find out what it was worth and to ailow me to write it up. | don’t know what it's wo:th. | did have one
firm offer of $1 per cover for the lot of BO DAV covers plus 6 miscelianeous covers. That's a minimum

5o |'ve broken down the accumulation into lots and will aceept bids up to noon (EST) Jan. 31, 1992,
Lot 1 [s for the entire accumiiation and will be sold to the higheat bidder anly if the Bid for It Is gréater
than the sum of all other sold lots. | will charge Mr. Pettibone & 20% fee in lieu of charging for this ad,
That makes this 2lmost a non-profit sale and means there is nc conflict of interest.

Winning bidders wiil be informed after Feb. 1, 1992, All iots are reserved. Bids beiow the minimum indi-
cated for each ot will not be accepted. There is no buyer's premium. All lots will be sold at one advance
aver the second-highest bid. In the event of ties, the eariiest bid received will prevail. No “buy” bids will

H—
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—

In addition to the DAV covers, Pettibone
also had some other covers using the
same method to produce goilt about
keeping the uncanceled stamps. All met
the 25¢ rate.

Two of these were addressed to Lola
Tracey at Help Hospitalized Veterans in
San Diego or in Washington, the athers
to the Contta Aid Desk of the College
Republican  Natjonal Comrmittee in
Washington, the Stop Dukakis Campaign
in Washington, and a School for Special
Children in Westviile, N.J. O

14, 5x2¢ (Boerger Type H)

15, 5x2¢ {Doerger Type i)

16, 5w2s {Bosrger Type )

17. 5x2¢ {Doerger Type )

1B. 5x2¢ {Boerger Type ll)

19. 5x2¢ (Boerger Type ll)

20, Sx2¢ {Doerger Type i)

21, 9x2¢ {Boetger Type lil)

13¢ First-Class Rate

22, 4x3% Parkman + 1x1¢ Jacksen,
oint line cenmter

23, 4x3¢ Patkman + ix1¢ Jackson,
Joint line left

24. 4x3¢ Farkman, 1 stamp tom  +
1x1¢ Jackscn

25. 4x3% Parkman + 1x1< Jackson

26. 4x3¢ Parkmen + 1x1¢ Jackson

27. 43¢ Parkmen + 1x1¢ Jackson

2B, 43¢ Parkman + 1x1¢ Jackson

29. 4x3¢ Parkman + 1x1$ Jackson

30. 4x3¢ Parkman + 1x1¢ Jackson

31. 4x3% Parkman + 1x1¢ Jackson

32. 4x3% Parkman + 1x1¢ Jackson

33, 4x3¢ Parkman + 1x1¢ Jackson

34, 3x1¢ Jackson + 1x10¢ Mocnument

35. 3Ix1e Jackson + 1x10¢ Morument

36. 3x1¢ Jackson + 1x10¢ Monument

15¢ First-Class Rate

37, 53¢ Parkman, joint line right

38, 5x3¢ Parkman, joint line right

39, 5x3¢ Parkman

40. 5x3¢ Parkman

41, 3x3< Parkman

42, B3¢ Parkmen

43. 5x3¢ Parkman

44. 5x3¢ Parkman

45. 5x3¢ Parkman

18¢ Firsi-Clasa Rate

446, 3x5¢ Washington (shaved), |eint
fine rght, pordal plate numbers on
elther side » 3¢ Parkman

47. Ix5¢ Weashington (sheved) + 3¢
Parkmen

48, 3u5¢ Washington (shaved) + 3¢
Parkmen

49, 3x5¢ Washington (sheved) + 3¢
Parkmen

20¢ First-Class Rats

50, Mixed |ot, with one cover sach of
4x38 Washington {shaved): 32¢
Jefferson &+ 1x}0% Americans;
5x2¢ Locomotive + 1x10¢ Ameri.

IR ot
88888828

]

532558833 B3kEsakBsskey & 8

et ek md kb e 3 s
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cand
51, 4x5¢ Washington (shaved)
Ad continues on  naxt page
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It’s show time for ASDA

By Richard J. Nazar

The Aspa’s National Postage Stamp
Show in Madison Square Garden in early
November was relatively large, with 125
dealers, foreign postal administrations,
and a demonsuation of American Bank
Note Co.'s spider press.

The annual show of the American
Stamp Dealers’ Association took place
from Nov. 7 10 10,

Of special interest 1o PNCers were the
tables of Stewart Kusinitz and Dr. Robert
Rabinowiiz, the only dealers at the show
with comprehensive PNC stocks.

Kusinitz is at many shows, especially in
the East, His booth is usually a hub of ac-
tivity and his {dendly voice and his ani-
maled gestures add a spark of energy to
any shows he attends. Stu's stock is a
good mix of material from across the
country and offers good wvariety for
searchers.

Dr. Rabinowitz made his “behind the
table” debul as a PNC dealer at this show,
His table was right at the show enmrance
and certainly was an attention grabber.
The table had no boxes or stand-up dis-
plays. Instead, Bob had laid out a remark-

Wy

52. 4»5¢ Washington {shaved), perfs

damaged (eft

5x2¢ Jefferson (Type I tagging)

joint line + 10¢ Americana, perfs

damaged

5x2¢ Jefferson (Type Il tagging) +

10¢ Americana, perfs damaged

5x2¢ Jefferson (Typa Il tagging) +

104 Americann, perfs demaged

Sx2¢ Jefferson {Type Hl tagging)

+ 10¢ Americena

5x2¢ Locemotive. Plate 4, no. on

2d stamp + 10¢ Amencana

5x2¢ Locomotive, Plate 4, no. an

Sth stamp + 10¢ Americana

3x2¢ Locomotive + 10¢ Armeri-

cana, perfs damaged

5x2¢ Locomotive « 10¢ Ameri-

cznd, perfs damaged

22¢ First-Class Rate

Following DAYV envelopes are 8x4 Inch

61. Mixed lot (perfs damaged): 1

Swd¢ Stagecoach (Cottrel)+ 2¢

Locemotive (Cottrell); 1  Sx44

Stagecoach (B Press)+ 2¢ Loco-

motive (Cottrell}

Sxd¢ Stagecoach (Cottrell), Plate

€, no. on left stamp « 2¢ Locomo-

tive (Cottrell)

. Sxd4¢ Stagecoach (Cottrell), perfs
damaged + 24 Loocomative (Cot-
tredl), Plate 8

. Sxd¢ Stagecoach (Coftrell), perfs
demaged + 2¢ 1 tive (Cot-

treill), parfs damaged

Sxd¢ Stageccech (Cottrell), perfs

damaged + 2¢ Locomotive (Cet-

trell), perfs damaged

5x4¢ Stagecoach (3 Press, block

tagged) Plate 1, no. on 4th stamp,

peris dameged + 2¢ Locomotive

(Cottrel)

Sx4¢ Stagecoach (B Press, block

tagged} + 2¢ Locomotive {Cot-

trell}

. 5x4¢ Stagecoach (B Press, block
tagged)} + 2¢ Locomotive (Cot-
trelf}

1.00
3.

2.00
54,

35.
56,
57.

1.00
1.00
2.00

5.00
£8.
5.00
9.
200
60,
2.00

300
B2,

3.00

500

200
65.

2.00
66,

n.co
67,
2.00

2.00
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able variety of PNC strips under the ta-
ble’s plass top. Almost every PNC collect-
ing specialty was zepresented—with
items ranging from new issues lo scarce
imperforate strips. It was almost a PNC pa-
rade, complete with fire tucks and pop-
corn wagons!

Behind the able were several shoe box-
es full of glassine envelopes, which were
well organized and clearly labeled for
quick identificaticn. Most remarkably,
they were usually filled with many du-
plicate P§/5s for each number. The quali-
1y and quantity were there to meet all
needs, including longer strips to display
precancel gap positions (cne of his spe-
cialties), and coil wrapper labels, too.

While sitting at Bob's table, I met Mi-
chael Launrence, publisher and editor of
Linn’s, who is interested in PNCs. Mike
and Bob soon got involved in a discus-
sion of the importance of good PNC arti-
cles for Linn's.

It's always a lot of fun going to stamp
shows, especially in New York. Yon nev-
er know whom you will meet, but you
can always count on seeing people who
share your interests in PNCs. [J

69, Sxd¢ Stageconch (B Press, bleck
tagged) + 2¢ Lacometlve (Cot-
reit)

70, 5w4¢ Stagecoach (B Press, block
tagged) + 2¢ Lacomotve (Cot-
tred

25¢ First-Class Rate

71. 5¢ Motorcycle + Z0¢ Pumper to

Stop Cukakis Campalgn, 4xB%,

Inch

2x10¢ Canal Boat + 5¢ Milk Wag-

on to School for Special Children,

35/ %64/, inch

2xi¢ Cmnibus (Tottrell) + 3¢

Handecar + 20¢ Pumper o Contra

Add Desk, Fof 7L/, Inch, parfa cut

4x5¢ Motorcycle + 1x3¢ Conesto-

ga + 2x1¢ Omnibus {Cottreil) ta

Help Hospitalized Veterans (in

computer-generated  “handwrit-

ing"}, Sen Diege, 3% »6'/, Inch

75, 4xB¢ Mik Wagon + 1x5¢ Circus
Wagon {tagged) to Help Hoapital-
ized Veterans, Washington 37/ x7Y/,
Inch

2.00

2.00

Ers

73.

1.00
Ta.

1.00

1.00
Ohto purchasers will be charged 7% Cuya

STEPHEN G. ESRATI

P.0. Box
Shaker Heights
Telephone: (21

@

Eagle and Shield:

another late arrival

Don't look now, but the 10¢ undenomi-
nated Eagle and Shield stamps apparently
were supposed to have been issued in
November, oot on their Dec. 13 issue
date.

The stamps were supposed 10 have
been included in Packet A of the 1991
definitive stamp packets, which were sup-
posed to be put together as socn as the
last 1991 stamp issue (the Eagle and
Shield stamps) could be included.

The stamps were reported in rolls of
500 before the day of issue as bearing
plate numbers “A11112" and “A22112."

A third possible combination men-
tioned to TPN was "Al1111," but that
combination had not been confirmed by a
sighting.

The Eagle and Shield stamps appear 1o
have been printed because mailers using
the 5S¢ Canoe and the 10¢ Tractor Trailer
did not like accusations that they were
getting bargain-basement postal rates.

The Eagle and Shield is the first unde-
nominated stamp © be issued that was
not issued to overcome the uncerwminty
about impending postal rate increases. (1

?f//f//!////f/f//.’/.r'////f/..-’//////f///////f//l//l//f//f//////////fff//f/ff////f//fff/ff///////ff//////f///////f///}’//I////f

76, Mixed lou 5Sx4¢ Stagecosch (B
Press, block tagged) + 154 Mo-
toreycle; 5x4¢  Stagecwach (B
Prass, cverall tagged) + 1x5¢ Milk
Wagen, all perfs damaged X
5x4¢ Stagecoach (B Press, block
tagged) Plate 1. na, on 4th stamp
+ 1x5¢ Mk Wagen, all perfs dam .-
aged

5x4¢ Stagecoach (B Press, block
tagged) « 1x5¢ Milk Wagon Plate 1
29¢ First-Class Rate

79, 5xB¢  Cireus Wagen (tagged),
Plate 1 ne. on left stamp. tagging
break at |R, parfs damaged +
Ix4¢ Stageconach (overall tagged)
SxS6 Clrovs Wagen (untagged),
perfs damaged + Ix4¢ Steam Car-
rage (oversll tagged)

Sub¢ Milk Wagen, perfs damaged
+ 1x4¢ Steam Carriage (overall
taggec) 2.
END OF MAIL SALE. THANK YO,

8

7.

78.

2 8

i
o
(=4

a0,

3

a1.
00
| WILL ACCEPT OTHER LOTS FOR SALE
THROUGH ADS [N TP/Y OM SAME TERMS.,
hoga Ceunty sates tax,

20130
Ohia 44120
6) 561-9393
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Time lines show BEP explanation Lo be nll wwrong

Motoreycle color variety is

[ believe we have a second color va-
riety {not shown in the 1991 PNC
Catalpg) of the 5T1 and 5T2 Motor-
cycle.

I have a set acquired from Stu Kusi-
niz that appears to be black. Under
magnification, the coloring appears to
be primarily black with same traces of
green.

On the other hand, dhe 5T1 and
5T2 [ acquired from Steve Lsrati
shows under magnificadon an equal
amount of green, dark green, and
black.

The normal stamp appears all green.

When you put ail three (normal,
dark grayish green, and black) along-
side each other, the difference is readi-
ly apparent.

Eugene Ernst

Houston
In reply (by Steve Esratl): Let’s go all

the way back tc Frank Narulak’s origi-
nal artidle about the off-color Motor-
cycles { TPN, November 1987). Noru-
lak sent the stamps he described as
deep gray-black to BEP for examina-
ton. Here are excerpts from Paul R.
Frey’s Aug. 28, 1978, reply:

Microscopically, the stamp appears to
have a highar percentage of biack pigmen-
fation in the green ink than Motocycle
stamps which were printed with the cor-
rect color.

This particular strip of stamps appears
to have been printed with a green ink
whieh has a darker color than sheets of
the ¢ Motorcycle stamps stored in BEP’s
archival collection, They are also darker
than Motorcycie stamps obtained random-
ly from circulation. It is our opinion that
the dark cclor of the submitted stamp is
dug 1o inconsistencies in the ink used for
this printing.

This comment puzzled Norulak,
who wrote: “While stating that the
stamps were genuine, BEP said the
stamps had been printed with a differ-
ent colored inl¢ than was used for the
normal stamp. While admitting re-
sponsibility for using the wrong ink,
BEP does not acknowledge the stamps
ta be a color variety or a color error
suitable for caralog listing.”

BEP s Frey also made two other state-
ments we now know tw be incorrece:

* 3¢ Motorcycle was the last stamp
printed on the Cotrrell presses. What

Frey apparently meant to say was that

it was the last new scamp to be sent o
the Cottrells for printing. Lots of
stamps were printed on the Cottrsils
after the first 5¢ Motorevcle,

» The Motorgycles were never re-
printed. The 1991 PNC Catalog lists
three reprintings of Plates 1 and 2.

So, to try to make sense our of
Eenst’s findings, we must make some
assumptdons.

Freys “inconsistencies in the ink”
couid have been contamination from
poor cleaning of the ink fountains.
Frey could not say this because he was
unawzre of the reprintings. Therefore
he could not account for any black
ink or other source of contamination.

But we now have a new weapon,
Richard Nazars time lines from the
January 1991 issue of TPN.

The fizst two printings of 5T1 and
5T2 ook place in August 1983 and
were not preceded by any stamp that
could have contaminated the ink
fountain.

Then came an August 1984 printing
that also lacked a predecessor that
could have caused the contamination.

Finally there was a prinung on June
7, 1985, on Press 801 chat had last
printed che 11¢ Stuz on May 24.

And the ink from the Stutz Bearcat
could easily have caused the conrami-
nation we find on the Mororcydle.

Oddly, Frey wrowe (almost as if he
were trying to stop anyone from mak-

ing the assumpdon we now make):
The stamps could not have been printed,
by errer, with Stuty Bearcal ink hacause
the Stutz Bearcat was not printed and is-
sued untii 18885,

Well, thanks te the time lines, we
now know that Frey was wrong. That
means the Motorcycle ink could have
been contaminated by Stz ink
Which also means that the most can-
taminated ink would be more in the
color of the Stutz than the least con-
taminated ink, which would be very
close to the normal celor.

In other words, the stamps found by
Norulak and Kusinitz appear w be
closest w the Stutz color, while the
cnes sold by me were printed at some
midpoint of the contaminarion pro-
cess,

re-examined

I will gladly send a single, unnum-
bered 5¢ Motcreycle stamp in the off
color to anvone who sends me a SASE
and requests ane. This offer is good
undl I am out of stamps. 1 no longer
have numbered strips of the off-
colored stamps. T

Sell books? Yes!

Stamps? Heck no!

On a recent Saturday, the clerk at the
Mac Ross Philatelic Center in Dayton
was laying out strips of coils against a
ruler marked off in various lengths to get
a customer a strip of 19¢ Fishing Boats.

Asked if she had any 11¢ Caboose or
gravurcd Se Canoce stamps, she and the
customer both answered, “No.”

“She never gets anything,” the custom-
er, Bob QGailoway of Daywn, com-
plained. “And ['ve been as far as Rose-
ville, Mich., and Lexingion, Ky., looking
for some stamps, and they haven'l got
them, either.

“No sense going to Cincinnan because
that philatelic is closed on Saturdays, the
only day I can go stamp hunting.”

“This place,” he continned, “did have a
roll of 10,000 of the 29¢ Flag Over Mt
Rushmore, but they were so bad, she sent
them back.”

Asked who Ross was, the clerk said,
“lle was a Tuskepee Airman. We're seil-
ing some books over there about them.”

Three different books zbout blacks in
World War II were for sale, along with
some copies of the Postal Service Guide
1o United States Siamps. There were also
T-shirts, cups, and stamp pins.

It is so refreshing to know that philatel-
ic centers have books about things hav-
ing nothing o do with stamps, but don’t
have the stamps they're suppesed to
have.

Oh ves, Ross was the first black fighter
ace of World War II. And Cincinnatj is
the regional headquarnters of the Postal
Service for all ZIP codes starting with a
“4" Tt has a classy philatelic center
downtown at the old main post office in
Fountain Square. (But it often send cus-
tomers to the new main post office near
the freeway where the accountable paper
office is.)

Galloway is lucky he doesn’t live in
Mansfield, Chie, where the philatelic
center is open only two hours a week, [
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Plate Actual #
1111 127
1222 108
2222 368
1211 7
2211 11
Totals: 621

Incidence of F stamps

Actual %
20.45%
17.39%
59.26%

1.13%
1.77%

100.00%

Plate

@~ W=

A11111

Actual #

48
8
50
42
0
7

112

0
0

Totals: 273

Incidence of 29¢ Flags

Actual %
16.85%
2.20%
21.98%
15.38%
0.00%
2.56%
41.03%
0.00%
0.00%

100.00%

Stephen G. Esrati
P. O. Box 20130

-Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Correction
Requested

IF BOX 13 CHECKED
YOUR SUBSCRIFTION
EXPIRED
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TPN Average rises, but mixture data lag

The TPN Average, having just added Plate 1 of the 29¢ Flag
and 1211 of the “F" stamp climbed since the last compilation at
the time of publication of the 1951 camlog. The average’s divis-
or was adjusted when the new components were added. The
January 1992 level is a record.

Meanwhile, our data from mixture sorters have continued to
dribble in, including a second report from Gary and Paul Wulfs-
berg. Paul is 10,"But we are not getling enough data for mean-
ingful results, as the charts at the left illustrate. We are in des-
perate need of data on the "F" stamps and the Rushmores. Of
course, we stll welcome data on other stamps used for first-
class postage, going back to the 18¢ Surreys.

All mixture pickers’ reports will be acknowledged. These Te-
pons are from Messrs, Ditsch, Malek, and the Wulfsbergs.

BULK MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
CLEVELAND, CHIO
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