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‘Toledo brown’ is really from Iowa

They're calling it the “Toledo brown”
variety of the 2%¢ Flag over Mt. Rush-
more and its price has soared to $150 for
a numbered strip of five from Plate 7 and
is at $400 o $600 for a numbered strip
from Plate 1. It should be called the “Des
Moines brown" because it was first found
there in January by Gary Davis.

Davis immediately sent a numbered
strip of five (it was from Plale 7) to TPN
and sent sampie copies of numbered or
unntumbered strips o various others in
- the PNC community.

TPN believed this 1o be a color variety,
rot an ink contamination. The color re-
sembles the brown of the 7.6¢ Carrela,
not the maroon of the Rushmores.
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TPN sent its strip to BEP for an explana-

tion even though, judging from past re-
plies 1o such queries, the answer will be
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18¢ Flag 6 in comedy of errors

The World Columbian Stamp Exposi-
tion was full of surprises.

The talk of the show was about the man
who walked in with more than $10,000
worth of face value in coil rolls of 500.
Ilz offered them at 80% to Jerry Koepp
of Stamps 'n* Stuff. When Koapp went
through the rolls of 15¢, 2C¢, and 22¢, he
asked: “Where are the 1857

The man said he had swapped those
two rolls at face ($180) w another dealer
for stamps he wanted.

Koepp said to go and get them back,
but when the man returned, he said the
dealer had sold them. Koepp was off like

a shot to find them. As it turned out, both
rolls were from Plaite 6, yielding 20 strips
of the rarest of all pncs. But the second
buyer had resold the rolls. When Koepp
caught up to them, he got five strips at
close to the usual wholesale price,

Koepp said he said he did not want a
roll because some strips had cellophane
tape marks and most were centered high.
The other 15 or so sirips went to New
York where they will probably tum up in
auctions.

Alsa in the find were two rtolls (20
sirips) of Plate 4 of the 20¢ Flag and two
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less than satisfactory.

Kim Cunibenti, who makes his living as
ar artist, immediately recognized that the
brown variety is not and cannot be the re-
sult of ink contamination.

As is known, the Rushmores are in a
maroon color (George Amick says BEP
called it PMS 497U, a dark brown); the va-
riety is a light brown resembling the coi-
or of Nestlé’s Quick cocoa mix, or as
Wayne Ycungblood termed it, like a
paper bag,

“If the ink is contaminated,” Curiberti
said, “you have added a color. But this
brown is lacking in the kind of red that
makes the normal siamp maroon. You
cannol remove a constituent color from
ink by contamination.

“The only explanation for this siamp is
that they printed it in the wrong color.”

The stamps from Plate 7 have noi been
found in quantity. To satisfy demand by

Please wurn 1o Page 71

Plate reports
show up, but
BEP is late

By Stephen G. Esrati

An undenominated, horizontally perfo-
rated coil stamp, called a “Unriversal
Vending Machine” stamp, is being print-
ed by the Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing.

That was the big news in the March
1992 Plate Activity Report, which con-
tained BEP data for June, fuly, and Au-
gust 1991, It included activity of private
printers through December.

The UVM stamp will also be printed by
American Bank Note Co. in a slightly
different shape and with vertical perfora-
tions.

It is not yet certain the UVM stamps will
carry plate numbers.

{For more on these stamps, see Page
74.]

Also listed in the report is Plate 2 of
the §1 Scaplane. It is unlikely that we’ll
ever see the Plate 2 Seaplane because it

Please turn 1o Page 79
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GORDON, I APOLOGIZE

Plate-acrivity reports are the lifeblood of 7PN, 1 end o
make a pest of myself when we cannot get them.

The June—July 1990 reports got “lost” in the Postal Ser-
vice, and the August 1990-Fcbruary 1991 reports were
sent to me as a special favor w help me work up the 1991
PNC Catalog. Other stamp journalists never reczived it.

After obtaining permission from the Postal Service, BEP
was able to supply me with the “lost” June—july data.

[ kept pestering. USPS told me it did not have the data
from the printers. [ did not believe usps because the Bu-
reau had told me it was sending reports to USPS every
month, a claim that Assistant Postmaster General Gordon
Morison stoutly denied.

Eventually I wrote a letter to Rep. Francis X. McCloskey
of Indiana, the chairman of the subcommittce investigat-
ing the conflicts between BEP and USPS. He rever replied.

But in [are May, [ was able to obrain three newly named
Plate Activity Reports. They came in after BEP had said it
really had not been sending reports to UsPs monthly be-
cause of personnel changes.

It now appears that it was BEP that was delaying the re-
ports, as can be seen in this issue.
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I awe an apology 1o Morison, 2 philatelist who has taken
an awful lor of gaff from me.

Now it is up to BEP to get on the ball with the reports. It
sent data for Seprember 1991 w USPS in April 1992, a
good six months after the fact. The private-secror printers
were able to provide dara only two months old.

We realize thar 8ER which also prints money, is a lot busi-
er, bur surely ir does not take six months to get out che in-
formation.

GORDON, New reports are snazzy, but printers need teaching

Dear Gordon,

When you kindly asked members of the PNC community
for comment on how to design plate-activity reports for
the private-sector printers when we mer at STaMpsHOW
91 in Philadclphia, we tried to indicate our need for the
date when every plate is put back on the press.

While this was particularly true of fractional precancels,
which somedmes went back more than a dozen umes, it
becomes even more necessary now with the many stamps
being printed by gravure using more than one color.

What we need in order to compute the quantites of each
and cvery plate-number combinadon, is the precise dace
when the blue Cylinder called 1 was replaced by the cylin-
der called 2, That way, we are able to calculate how many
stammps should exist with the numbers “11111” and how
many with cthe numbers “21111.”

The first reports we have had using the new format arc
wonderful, but it appears that the printers are reporting
only the first date any cylinder is put on the press.

Then, when the cylinder goes back to press, as for print-
ing “15555,” we are still given the first date to press.

What this has meant, for example, is that we are unable
to calculate quantities for the five sets of numbers appear-
ing on the 23¢ Flag Presort stamps.

The problem became even greater when we attempted to

Letters to the editor
All letters are welcome. TN reserves the right to edit and condense leuen,
to print themn as bylined articles, o1 to reject them. Fur the sake of efficiency,
readers are urged o write 1o P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44130,
TPN will forward lewters so the proper wutherities for replics. Unsigned re-
plies are by Steve Esrai,

tackle the 10¢ Eaglc and Shield, on which we have a report
that 23 plate-number combinations exist, even though
only 22 of those have been found by collectors.

Meanwhile, we learn to our chagrin that BEP has not, as
we were told, sent monthly plate-activity repores to your
department.

It makes no sense thar we are unable to complete our
data for such samps as the “E” coil and the “F” coil, bath
of which were printed in the distanc past. Surely all those
plates should have been canceled long ago and complere
impression totals should be available.

Nor does ic make any sense, long after the scrapping of
the good, old, reliable B Press thar we still have huge gaps
in our knowledge about the output of that press.

To cite only onc example, we are extremely puzzled about
Sleeve 1 of the 25¢ Flag over Yosemite, which appeared
with block tagging and on prephosphored paper. Both
were printed on the B Press. The block-tagged stamp went
to press on April 19, 1988. It must have been sent back to
press after the introduction of prephosphored paper.

Isn't it possible to determine when it was sent back to
press and how many impressions were made on the new
papert

Surely a security printer has such dara. Why can it not be
made available to collectors?

Strictly speaking, USPS is the customer of the princers. It
should, therefore, not be so difficult o get full and com-
piete informartion from the vendor for the product you are
buying. After all, the customer is always right.

Any help you can give would be appreciated and most
useful. m



Canoe was no failure;
it worked quite well

LETTERS:

Regarding the coil stamps for current discoun: rates
(TPN, “Underpaid, unmarked,” March 1392):

Of the two that were made available soon after the rates
went into cffect, the 5¢ Canoe has worked well. Although
nonprofit matlers may resent the “message” that somchow
understates their actual postage costs, they have the option
of avoiding stamps altogether. The stamp does inciude che
required service inscription/endorsement,

The 10¢ Tractor Trailer is the stamp that didn't work,
because it lacks the subclass endorsement and because first-
class mailers have a legitimate gripe about the discrepancy
berween actual ratc and face value. It was in response to
that concern that usps issued the 23¢ Flag, which has
proven satsfactory for Arst-class quanticy mailers.

For third-class bulk mailers, the 11¢ Caboose was reis-
sued as a stopgap measure, so that a stamp with a service
inscription/endorsement would exist pending the arrival of
a new stamp {the 10¢ Eagle and Shield) that would acrual-
ly solve the problem.

In response to certain items in the May 7PN

* | once bought a 500-stamp coil of 9.3¢ Mail Wagon
precancels that showed the actual way one-line and three-
line overprints occurred. (I traded the stamps to Larry
Haynes long ago.)

The roll began with the lines in their normal places, but
spiralled very gradually through the roli, so that in the
middle the lines were perfectly out of phase. This occurred
not because the mats were misaligned, but because the
paper web was slightly askew as it fed into the press, a
problem that occurs when the web gets creased, somedmes
when a new roll is spliced on. Usually the preblem corrects
itself, buc if it worsens, the result is a break in the web. In
that case the press has to be stopped and rethreaded.

* The /3¢ Lock cover in Linn'’s was not from the 7PN
auction. ['ve had it for years. Richard Beecher obtained the
one you auctioned, and [ have not seen it I'm not sure if it
is sirmilar to mine, or whether it is the rerurn envelope ad-
dressed TO Laok.

* [ am now a member of the aPs expert committee (for
PNCs, amang other things).

Recently I had an opportunity to experdze a 25¢ Honey-
bec used single from which the PMS yellow ink had been
chemically removed.

Afrer seeing this example, [ think your analysis of che yel-
low-omitted “F” stamp (Page 59) is probably correcr,
though I wish | could have seen them side by side.

Ken Lawrence
Jackson, Miss.

Outrageous eye-opener

T’ve just received my first issue of TPV, All it has done is
to show me where else [ could spend my money. it opens
up so many mare avenues of collecting—ic is outrageous.

Harald Singer
Hyde Park, Utah
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- Pedro’s World of PNCs
j by Peciro Ortegon, M.D.

DME

? MECTING
PEALERS

“Why do dealers have a larger door?”
“Because they hove more overhead.”

“Torment' not ‘torrent’

I can’t resist chis...

On Page 49 you mention “the torrent of recent stamps.”
Perhaps you should have intentionally misspelled the word
“torrent” by replacing the second “r” with an “m.”

“Torment” would be just as appropriare, if not more so.

Concerning the accelerating problem with assigning rea-
listic catalog numbers to MNCs, | believe your present sys-
tem of defining them by type (Flag, Transportadon, etc.)
should be continued, followed by your present numbering
sequence, with the value as che key.

One addidon might be helpful: where possible, you
might add in parentheses the Scott number immediately
after yours. Scote shouldn’t objeer to that.

George E. Kuhn
Fruidand Park, Fla.

More on FDCs, please
[ would like to sec more information an first-day covers,
Louis Bartlotta
Elk Grove, IIL

In reply. Larry Graf will write on FDCs for us saon.

Make TPN a monthly, please

Since you will no longer put out the PNC Caszlog, how

about TPNbecoming 2 monthly?
JefF W, Scherer
Jacksonville, Fla.

In reply. No way! I gave up the catalog to find time tw en-
joy retirement, to travel, to spend more time with my fam-
ily. Also, many TPN artcles get kicked back and forth for
more than a month, sometimes cven longer. Going month-
ly would mean less consultation with others in the study
group and, probably, a less worthwhile magazine.



66 | The Plate Number, July 1992

J—

Average dealers’ prices on E&S stamps
Updated to June 7, 1992

Numbar P83 PSS Numbar PSA PSs
ATI11 £3.05 $3.25 A3424 3462 34.82
ANNZ 3305 53.25 A3426 $4.62 34.82
A1Z113 3355 $375 A43324 $4.03 55.13
A12213 31105  §11.28 A43325 $4.08 3428
A21112 5294 33.14 A43326 $4.18 34.38
AZ1113 $491 51 A43334 $3.20 $3.50
AZZ112 $303 53.23 A43335 $3.20 5350
#22113 $2.98 %318 A43426 $4.66 34.86
432333 —  $155.00 A53335 $3.98 $4.08
433333 $6.48 36.68 AS4444 $4.28 $4.48
A33335 $4.53 5473 A54445 $4.28 $448

Note to this table: Prices are taken from dealen’
usemens. P3/3 prices are normally 20¢ less than PS

Prices have not been widely advertized for A32333,

Prices have not been adjusted for condition as they am for prices in the
TPN Average.

ice lists and sdver-
prices.

TPN Average
291 KB

s $215.28 $213 $231.75 s ,
$20000 § S$180.40
5150.00
$100.00
$50.00
50.0C + '

1990 Catalog 1991 Galalog TPN V- TPN V2 TPN VI

Price changes of strips in TPN Average

CATMOG  SERIES FACE  PLATE TPAYI3 TERYI-4 % Change
1871 FLAG 18 ] £123 $H12.3 0.00
1873 FLAG B 3 113275 11493 147
M FLAG 0 L) 556 85656 000
2F 1 FLAG 0 1 134 138 ]
221 FLAG 2 1 1650 16.55 0%
bl FLAG 2 3 5906 5083 141
25 FLAG % SBlock 550 557 61
25 FLAG % 5 Phos 92 0.1 294
&t FLAG 2 1 607 6.00 -1.10
50 TRANS 52 3 15072 1228 0%
5.HP TRANS 52 i 16.10 16.70 -00
59Mp TRANS 59 3 am .08 0
5.9t6P TRANS 58 § %23 86.23 000
1412 TRANS 14 2 1343 1355 0%
B4TP TRANS a4 3 16.3% 16.35 um
93P TRANS a3 1 189 189 000
4316 TRANS K] § 2988 o107 0
9318P TRANG 53 3 18281 16261 00
1D4TIP TRANS 109 1 %0 E1 ] 0.06
10.974P TRANS 109 L] 4265 43988 00
1716 TRANS 7 & nn 2N 220
1716782 TRANS 1 b 5018 50.18 000
1811 TRANS 18 1 103.72 10543 165
1813 TRANS 18 3 na 5.8 166
1817 TRANS 18 17 75 158 051
an TRANS 20 1 19026 19251 118
a2 TRANS 0 H 109025 108825 000
o TRANS 0 7 156.58 1588 0%
1 TRANS 0 1 2366 % 1%
a2 TRANS 1 119 1231 3
10A3333P £85 10 fuxce) 751 151 Rl
19 A1112 Fisd 19 m? 133 125 5%
m F o m 24915 3L 10
M1 CONS ol 1 brafe] 2161 010
20M3 CONS ] 3 Wi 135 -143
o1 OFRCIAL @ 1 594 58 0
2ol OFFCIAL 2 1 810 L] [14:]

Prices on some older issues
starting to creep upward

While price volatility continues in several recent issues, there
has been a slight upward shift in selected older issues as well.
The trend reflects scarcity in wholesale stocks, with dealers
finding it difficult to repienish.

In percentages, the most notable wpward shifis are in the pre-
cancels of the 3.4¢ School Bus and of the 4¢ Stagecoach,

Also moving up have been Plate 2 of the 6¢ Bicycle, Plates 3
and 4 unprecanceled of the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon, Plates 3 and 4 of
the precanceled 9.3¢ Mail Wagon, the precanceled Plate 8 of
the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon, both precanceis of the 12.5¢ Pushcart,
and Plate 11 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper.

VF copies of Plates 1 and 2 of the precanceled 17¢ Electric
Auto also moved upward. Most of these strips exist in less de-
sirable condition, with the plate numbers often cut.

Among tecent issues, the overail-lagged B Press version of
the 4¢ Stagecoach continues its climb, with some dealers charg-
ing almost 520.

Among recent issues, Michael Lipsen and Al Haake have
taised their wholesale price for A12213 of the Eagle and Shields
to 512, Those prices can be expected 1o climb further.

Haaka's retail price for this number reached $22 (for vF, 524
for XF) in his ad in the June 1 Linn’s. That was before TPN 1e-
ceived the plate-activity report showing a small printing of the
Green 2 plate, used only to print this number.

Haake is not offering Plate 14 of the 22¢ Flag at all wholesale;
his retail VFprice is at $26. Lipson charges dealers $18.

Haake is also out of wholesale stock of phosphored Plate | of
the 25¢ Flag; Lipson offers it wholesale at $25. Haake's rerail
price has climbed 1o 535,

Jerry Koepp, is now charging $32 for the untruncated Plate 1
of the 25¢ Honeybee.

"The price is going up,” he said. “Al [(Haake], Diane [Thomp-
son], and Frank {Marrelli] are cut. I only have 200 JefL"”

Because this stamp is advertised by many dealers as “full ser-

THREE BEES—Tha original "1" at left always intrudes
into the design, which is why it was chiseled down by
hand to produce the truncated “1" {(center). One row ot
the cut “1" shows a serif.

From the cover of the {990 PNC Catalog
if,” collectors appear confused over what is meant. The accom-
panying iilustrations may clear that up.

The biggest question on prices continues to be A22333 of the
Eagle and Shields. Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, who originally sold
these at $3 to his new-issues subscribers, calculates that the to-
tal supply is 1,875 numbered strips. When the scarcity of the
number became clear, he offered them only as parnt of a com-
plete set. The price for 21 numbers including A32333 recently
was $225, or aimost triple what he originally charged for 19
strips including this elusive item.

Jerry Koepp offered 432333 at the World Columbian Stamp Ex-
position at $160, but charged only $75 on sales over 525, giving
a net price of $120. (Koepp did 70% of his WCSE sales in PNCs.)
O



By Ken Lawrence

When | resigned from the PNC Study
Group a year ago, Richard Nazar asked
me rot ta publish the fact, and | agreed.

Unfortunately, Steve Esrati published
an incomplete report about it that was
somewhat misleading, followed by a de-
liberately false and typically self-serving
report by Bob Rabinowitz.

Not surprisingly, George Richards (Let-
ters, May 1992), and probably many oth-
ers, have drawn the conciusion that lik-
ens my resignation in the face of Bob's
membership to the Hatfields and
McCoys.

There is no substance to these accounts,
and in order to set the record straight, |
shall now give my version.

It is true that | 1ake a dim view of Bob
Rabinowitz’s business practices, but that
wasn't my reason for resigning. He isn't
the only sharp operator among PNC deal-

On two occasions, Steve
wanted to recruit Rabi-
nowitz. Both times 1
agreed to go along if
Rabinowitz would agree
to share information on
the same basis as every-
one else. When Rabino-
witz declined those
terms, Stere polled other
members, and they
agreed with me. Steve
then withdrew the propo-
sal.

ers, and there have always been members
of the study group with whom [’ve had
strong and chronic disputes.

I am also aware that some of Rabino-
witz's customers like him and don’t like
me. {He sends me copies of their letters
as taunts.) That doesn’t bother me in the
slightest. Much more interesting are the
testimonials from his former customers.

The point is, this is just a hobby. People
ought to be free to act as foolishly as they
like. I have no quarrel with anyone on
that score.

When 1 joined the study group, I did so
on the basis that every member would
share information on an equai basis. For
me, that's a matter of principle, but it's
alsa practical. If most members are re-
porting all their new discoveries while
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Why I quit the study group

one or two are keeping their finds secret
and taking advantage, sooner or later eve-
ryone will be reluctant to disclose new
information fully,

Steve is tight in saying this wasn'’t a
rule of the group, but it held sway infor-
maily. On two occasions, Steve wanted
to recruit Rabinowitz. Both times I
agreed lo go along if Rabinowitz would
agree to share information on the same
basis as everyone else. When Rabinowitz
declined those terms, Steve polled other
members, and they agreed with me, Steve
then withdrew the proposal.

Rich Nazar simply made Rabinowitz a
member without discussing it before-
hand, and then acted surprised and hurt
when I resigned. [ repeated the principle:
If Rabinowitz agrees to full disciosure,
I"ll stay in. If not, I'm out. Rabinowitz in-
sisted on his special status, and Rich de-
cided he'd rather have Bob than me. Sol
resigned, quietly.

Rabinowitz, however, tumpeted the
fact (Coil Plate Number Exposé #15, Oc-
tober 1991), along with a spurious ac-
count of my resignation. I did not, as he
wrate, insist that he reveal everything he
holds in stock. (“Does Macy's teli Gim-
bels?” is his favorite alibi.) I did insist
that he disclose the quantities he knows
exist of any item, my only condition.
And conirary 1o what he wrote, [ did so
privately, not publicly, until now.

Why is this important?

Some PNCs are genuinely scarce. Sleeve
& of the 18¢ Flag is an example. Others
are naof, but are expensive because exist-
ing quantities are tightly held. Plates 3
and 4 of the 10.9¢ Hansom Cab precan-
cel are examples.

In today’s market, the average buyer
(or seller) may not notice the difference,

Even though some col-
lectors paid $70 per strip
for Plates 17 and 18 of
the 18¢ Surrey, $250 for
Sleeve 7 of the 18¢ Flag,
3400 or more for Plates
12 and 14 of the 20¢
Fire Pumper, and up to
$75 for plate number
strips of the 20¢ Official

coil, memories are short.

but if Diane Thornpson gets hit by a bus
tomorrow, the difference will become ev-
ident, to the dismay of many.

Becatise ours is a young specialty, these
lessons have to be learned again and
apain—painfully. Even though some col-
lectors paid $70 per swip for Plates 17
and 18 of the 18¢ Surmrey, 5250 for
Sleave 7 of the 18¢ Flag, $400 or more

Some PNCs are genu-
inely scarce. Sleeve 6 of
the 18¢ Flag is an exam-
ple. Others are not, but
are expensive because
exisling quanlities are
tightly held. Plates 3 and
4 of the 10.9¢ Hansom
Cab precancel are exam-
ples.

In today’s market, the
average buyer (or seller)
may not notice the differ-
ence, but if Diane
Thompson gets hit by a
bus tomorrow, the differ-
ence will become evi-
dent, to the dismay of
many.

for Plates 12 and 14 of the 20¢ Fire
Pumper, and up 10 §75 for plate number
strips of the 20¢ QOfficiai coil, memories
are short.

Bob Rabinowitz won't lose any sleep if
quantities of 10¢ Eagle and Shield A32333
cause the price to plummet, but a lot of
worthy collectors will be permanently
soured. Some, incinding myseif, already
are appatied at the greed that is spreading
through our speciaity, with this as its en-
gine.

Thus, it is clear t0 me that the study
group is already facing worse problems
than I had anticipated when I resigned.
Rich Nazar will bring a lot of good inno-
vations to the PNC Caaleg, but ioss of
the fellowship we used to have is a heavy
price to pay. [

Editer's rete: Dr. Robert Rabinowiiz
will be given equal space in our next is-
sue 1o reply and the discussion will then
be closed.
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Linn’s yearbook fills in many chinks in our font of knowledge

Throw away everything you thought you knew about the “F"
stamp coils. The information that USPS has dribbled aut 1o us in
a few plate-activity reports is so incomplete as 1o be almost use-
less.

Even though TPN reported a few “I7” stamp plates in Septem-
ber 1991 (which were repeated in the 1991 PNC Catalog), all
were for Andreotti plates of 432 stamps (18 rows of 24 stamps).
We now know differently, thanks to George Amick's Linn's
{7.5. Stamp Yearbook 1991

Amick, who has his own way of digging up information that
USPS will not reveal, reports that coils of 100, 500, and 3,000
were made from plates of 432, and that roils of 100 were also
made from plates of 480 (20 rows of 24).

[Amick quotes Ken Lawrence as follows: "Stephen G. Esrari,
editor of The Plate Number, was the first reporter to leam from
Postal Service sources that four sets of F coil cylinders were
manufaciured, even though only two sets of numbers, Nos. 1
and 2, are shown (one for each color of ink). Charles Yeager's
sources al the Burean confirmed Esrati’s finding.” The mouble
is that while TPN reporied eight plates, it reported them all the
same size, based on the data provided by the Postal Service.

[In the calalog, we did report that Plate 181691-1 was assigned
as a plate of B32, but was retired as a plate of 430,

[It is possible that the scarce combination 1211 was made with
Plates 1311441 and 1811451, for which we calculated a maximum
number of 167,400 PNCs, But we simply do not know until we get
data for all plates.]

It is hardly likely that we shall ever be able to compute the to-
tal nombers of PNCs with each combination of “F" plate num-
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bers in view of the fact that these stamps were printed in 1988
and 1989, but Usps withheld all plate-activity data at that time.
Amick, however gives these production figures:

2,746,800,000 in coils of 100
570,000,000 in ceils of 500
297,600,000 in coils of 3,000

3.614,400,000 total stamps printed

Amick was also able to determine that the 29¢ Flag over Mt
Rushmore came in two plate sizes, althongh that information
had not been made public by USP§ except in the plate-activity
report for August 1990-February 1991 which was never distrib-
uted to the philatelic community. TPN got those data from the
only released report because of its need for publishing the 1991
catalog.

Amick did obtain the number of Rushmores printed in 1991,
but since the stamps are still in production, those totals are not
meaningful.

Amick does fill in a lot of other gaps:

* Guilford Gravure's plates for the gravured Rushmores are 19
rows of 24. The stamps were printed on an Andreott press. {We
had not known the plate size before we got the plate-activity re-
ports published in this issue.)

» Stamp Venturers got its 29¢ Flower cylindets made by Ar-
motek Indusiries. These were then shipped to J.W. Fergusson &
Sons for printing on a Champlain press. Fergusson also did the
ronietting, The stamps were then coiled and finished at XCS In-
dustries,

» The plates for the gravured 5¢ Canoe were also made for
Stamp Venturers by Armotek. Richard Senneut of Stamp Ventur-
ers got USPS permission to extend the gravured inscription to
make the tiny dots of gravure printing more readable. (This di-
rectly congadicts the USPS claim that the typography was by
Bradbury Thompson.)

= Amick illustrates two private overprints on the 10¢ Tractor
Trailer that were autharized by USPS.

Privately applied
193¢ 'First Class’ (left)

and ‘Bulk Rate’

overprints.

From the book

One of the handiest things in this year’s book is a table of
Transportation coils plate numbers listed in the order we are ac-
customed to, by denomination, and giving the Scott number
But this shows up a iack: There is no comparable table for other
stamps, especially the Flags and Eagle and Shields. Such a table
wauid be useful to those without a PNC Catalog.

[Hey, gang! When are people going to stop calling all PNCs
“Transporiation Coils™? Get with it!]

The bock also updates its great table on the Great Americans.

The soft cover version, at $18, is available from Linn's. It's
definitely a must for any philatelic library,

Oh yes, it also discusses stamps issued in 1991 other than
PNCs. 1

A A A AT s A Y A A A A

‘ Lighthouse Publications

: Thesupplement for PNCs (1390 through Spring 1992) has ¢
' been delayed by circumstances bevond our control We §

y ggkl%?;lxgc Eatlence. We expect to ship the supplements in o
§ 5P .
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Why plate reports are so vital

By Stephen G. Esrati

It may seem silly that I've been com-
plaining so much about the unavaiiability
of printing data from the Postal Service.
To the Postal Service, | may even seem
ungrateful since only I aver received the
teport for August 1990 through February
1991. (I also got special dispensation lo
let BEP give me of the reports for June
and July 1990, which were “lost™ at
UsPs.)

My frustration may become clear if [ il-
lustrate the things we hope to leam.

Even when we did receive full plate-
aclivity reports on a regular basis, these
were [ar from perfect. We found many er-
rors in the reporns as issued and needed
to make many editorial adjustments to
use the information in the PNC catalog.

The Flag stamps

{n some cases, lacking information was
unimportant except for the sake of com-
pletenass. Examples of this are that we
lack dates to press for Plate 1 of the 18¢
Flag and Plates 3 and 11 of the 20¢ Flag.

On the 25¢ Flag stamps this lack be-
comes important because the siamps
come wilh two tagging types. Il we knew
dales 1o press and all returns Lo press, we
could understand quantities of each sott
and would, perhaps, be able to figure out
the printing history of both tagging types.

On the 29¢ Flag, where we have two
types of 1agging before printing—mottled
prephosphored and solid-tagging pre-
phosphored paper—dates to press would
again help us to a better understanding.

In addition, we have found some mys-
teries on the Rushmores. One is that
Plates 5 and § have relatively poor quali-
ly. Why? Were different presses used?
Was the web unsuitable for the sleeve?
Did BEP use narrow rolls that tended two
wander up and down on the press?

And then there is the “Toledo brown.”
Since its color resembles that of the 7.6¢
Carreta, was there a printing of the Carre-
1 just before Rushmore Plates 1 and 7
went 1o press? We have no data.

It is unconscionable that full informa-
tion should be unavailable on Plates 1, 2,
and 3 of the 25¢ Flag because they were
printed on the scrapped B Press. We
should have full data.

The Caboose mystery

The only press run ever reportad for the
11¢ Caboose was on Nov. 29, 1983, Plate
1, made for the B Press, was never can-
celed.

When the usage troubles with the 10¢

Tractor Trailer became evident, Ken
Lawrence attempted to leamn if this plate
(inscribed “Bulk Rate™) could be used
again to print a bulk-rate stamp.

He could not even determine whether
the plate existed. Afterward, BEP did print
the uniagged 1l¢ Caboose on a new C
Press sleeve. The stamp was issued in
September. It must have gone Lo press be-
fore the September BEP report, but we
have no repon of this fact nor on quanti-
ties for Sleeve 2, although it is believed
that this was a small press run, made only
to fill the gap uniil the 10¢ Eagle and
Shield was available.

The Pushcart mysiery

The intriguing 12.5¢ Pushcart comes in
many paper lypes and in iwo colors. We
have only one date to press, although it
was the basic bulk-rate stamp for more
than three years!

The changes in paper type indicate
more than one date to press. Why did the
“to press” data never indicate this?

Since all 12.5¢ Pushcarts were printed
on the B Press, why do we not have final
production figures for Sleeve 2?7

The Tugboat mystery

When the Postal Service changed its
policy on tagging from biock to overail,
the 15¢ Tugboat became the first stamp
affected {along with the 20¢ Cable Car).
On the Tugboat, however, we were deal-
ing with the B Press.

We have no “lo press” data for Sleeve 2

ABN’s *GG’ stamps
‘I had a dream,

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz had a nightmare
in May when he learned that American
Bank Note Co. was printing *G" stamps.

Dr. Rabinowitz, who dealt in U.S. plate
blocks untl the advent of huge plate
blocks killed interest in those blocks,
said, “Ch, that's terrible!”

As if 1o underline his fears, he asked:
“Do vou know what that means?”

Thinking back to 23 plate-number com-
binations while printing 922 miilion Ea-
gle and Shield stamps, he said: “Can you
imagine how many plate number combi-
nations there would be if ABN is printing
‘G" coils? These things are printed in the
billions. If it's anything like the Eagle
and Shields, this couid kill off PNC col-
lecting.”

Dr. Rabinowitz, of course, is correct
about the huge quantities printed of unde-

at all, notr do we have any quantities. This
sleeve printed stamps on three paper
types and with both tagging styles. A
wealth of data should be available to help
us on this B Press stamp. We have none.
We could not expect complete data on
the 20¢ Cable Car, printed from the first
an the C Press. But, to add 10 our frustra-
tion, we were given lovely statistics on
the Cable Car. Why not on the Tugboat?

The multi-plate stamps

We nad o pull teeth to obtain usable
data on production of the 18¢ Washing-
ton Monument and 21.1¢ Letters stamps,
even though our data on the former still
includes some erroneous totails.

We were, however, able 1o calculate es-
timated totals for all these stamps afier
lengthy comespondence with BEP.

Doing these calculaiions is not easy
since the reports give slatistics about
cach printing plate or sleeve, not about
the numbers we sce on Lthe stamps.

But we have been unable to do these
calculations for either the “E" stamps,
printed in 1987 and 1988, or the “F"
stamps, printed in 1988 and 1990. Full
printing data have not yet been released.

Since the press runs on these stamps are
long since past, it makes no sense for the
data to be withheld. Yet it is precisely on
undenominated stamps that USPS has ad-
mitted censoring BEP's reports. The stated
reason for doing sc is that USPS wanted 1o
withhold data on stamps not yet issued.
Why? (Continued on next page)

a bad dream!’

nominated rate-change stamps. On the
*F" coils, the total number produced was
1.614 billion. Five plate-number combina-
tions were made, using just plates num-
bered “1" and *2."

Earlier, Dr. Rabinowitz had spoken
with Don McDowell, director of the
Office of Stamp and Philatelic Market-
ing, to request that USPS issue guidelines
to its printers to minimize plate-number
combinations. He had also asked that
USPS ask printers to place labels on boxes
to identify the plate numbers inside.

McDowell apparently assured Dr. Rabi-
nowitz that both matters would be seen
1o, but ABN had received no instructions
on either matter when questioned abont
them in late May, while production of
“G" slamps was in progress. {J



When undenominated stamps are re-
leased, some of the data are “lost” at
USPS just as the entire plate-activity re-
ports for June and July of 1990 were.

The result is that we cannot use the data
to analyze the stamps.

If we nad such data, we might have
learned why the 1211 “F' stamp is so
scarce. The PNC market has already deter-
mined that rarity for us, but there is no
reason whatever why we should not have
learned the complete printing history of
these stamps within days of their issu-
ance,

We now have almost complete produc-
tion reports for the privately printed 23¢
Flag, 10¢ Eagle and Shieid, 19¢ Fishing
Boat, 29¢ Flower, 5¢ gravured Canoe,
and even the first of the “G" stamps.

Some of these data were in the May
1992 Plate Activity Report sent out by
UsPs. But that very thick report brought
BEP’s activity up to oniy September 1991.
Yet we were provided data by American
Bank Note Co. on undenominated *“G™
stamps printed in March 1992.

We realize that the information does not
tell us how many stamps were printed of
each combination of numbers but only
for how many impressions were made
from each piate. Yet, if we are given ac-
curate “'to press” dates for each plate and
the production totals, we might work out
the quantities for each number combina-
tion. Alan Malakoff of the PNC Swmdy
Group is willing to tackle the job.

Alas, work on the E&S stamps cannol
even Start until we have data on plames
that were not included in the released re-
port.

A spokesman for American Bank Note
Co. said the data on Yellow 2, for exam-
ple, is already on its way to us in the next
report, which shouid help us to get a bet-
ter feel for the numbers.

Ie BEP the culprit?

When 1 wrote my leter o Representa-
tive Francis X. McCloskey, I had just
been given a chewing out by a Postal
Service spokesman for asking vet again
for plate-activity reports. Up to then, the
most recent information [ had from BEP
was that its plate-activity reports were
sent monthly to USPS,

In April, a spokesperson for BEP said
such is no longer the case, that the re-
ports are now sent quarterly and that the
reports through September 1991 had just
been sent to the Postal Service. Those
data appeared in the May Plate Acrivity
Report.

That means the Augusi-to-September
report went to USPS in April, six months
after the fact. A BEP spokesman said that
tag has now been cut lo four months. O
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Plate reports show up, but BEP is late

Continued from Page 63

was 10 have been printed on the defunct
B Press.

The highlight of the March 1992 report
is the data from American Bank Note Co.
abount the 23¢ Flag, the 19¢ Fishing Boat
and the 10¢ Eagle and Shield.

These teports use the new form worked
out by Assistant Postmaster General Gor-
don Morison after consulting PNC collec-
tors at STaMpsHQOW 91 in Philadelphia.

Amoeng the new features are the names
of subcontractors, quantities delivered,
the width of the paper web, the name of
the paper supplier, and the exact shape of
the cylinders. Those features are included
with the tables appearing in this issue.
(BEP gives us only the number of subjects
in a plate; not the size of the web. Thus,
when it printed 25¢ Yosemites with 15
rows of 48, plate-activity dama did not
reflect this, listing only the 2(x48 ar-
rangement of the plates, not the narrower
paper web that reduced production.)

Unfortunately, the reports sull leave
something to be desired. Dates to press
may not reflect returns to press.

Additionaily, ABN left out crucial data
on the E&S stamps because it did not re-
port on any yellow plates carrying a piate
number 2.

Despite these handicaps, we may even-
wally be able to work out some guanti-
ties for the various plate-nomber combi-
nations. The quantities (alas, only for the
19¢ Fishing Boat, 5¢ gravured Canoe,
and 29¢ Flower) in the tables on the next
wo pages are tentalive, meaning that
they may be subject to revision as mem-
bers of the PNC Study Group wark over
the numbers. The numbers may also
change if more stamps are printed.

MNeither Stamp Venturers nor ABN re-
poris plate cancelations, so we do not
know if the plates can be used again. Nei-
ther firm uses plate numbers.

A huge surprise is the finding that the
costly A1112 Fishing Boat appears to have
been printed in far greater quantity than
A1212. It is not yet clear whether shortag-
es of A1112 is caused by distribotion, an
error in the reporied data or in the way
we did the calculations.

Among E&S stamps, the combinaton
with A12213 turns out to have had a very
small printing, producing only 20,674 of
the green 2 plate, for a maximum PNC
figure of 392,806, A12213 is the only stamp
bearing a green 2 plate number.

Piate Activity Reports now have a cov-
er bearing the Postal Service logo. The
March 1992 cover carries a notice to
those who want to receive it.

Note; We are reconfirming our mailing list
for the Plale Activity Reporl To recsive
future 1ssues, you musl send your nama
and address to PLATE ACTIVITY REPORT,

STAMP  PRODUGT  DEVELOPMENT

BRANCH, US POSTAL SERVICE, ROOM

4485E, 475 L'ENFANT PLAZA SW, WASH-

INGTON DC 20250-6757.

The October 1991 report  (containing
BEPdata for March to May1991) included
dozens of plate cancelations, including
more than 30 on the 25¢ Honeybee. Curi-
ously, there is almost no mention of the
29¢ Flag over Mt. Rushmore. (We shali
postpone a detailed report on the Honey-
bee.)

The May 1992 Plate Activity Report
brings BEP activity up to Seplember 1991
and contains data from private printers as
{ate as March 1992.

There’s a story behind the three reports.
I asked for them repeatediy since the fall
of 1991, In December. 1 was told that the
data had not been suppiied by the print-
ers, The existence of an October 1991 re-
port belies that claim.

Shorily after I made another try in
March of this year—in which [ got my
head chewed off—I wrote to Rep. Fran-
cis X. McCloskay, D-Ind., chairman of
the House Subcommitteae on Postal Oper-
ations and Secrvices. This is the congres-
sional body that has taken greatest inter-
est in the controversies surrounding
stamp procurement and philatelic market-
ing during the past two years.

McCloskey did not reply. But in May I
happened to be talking to someane in the
UsPs Media Relations Department about
another matter. When [ mentoned the
BEP reports, I was 1old:

“Right after your last call an this sub-
ject, we put one out. Didn't you get it?”

That was the same person who had
chewed me out for trying to do my job.

Three reports—Octaber 1991, March
1992, and May 1592-—are included in
this issue. It is apparent that I owe an
apology to Gordon Morison, who said ail
along that the reports had not come in
from the printers. The three reports make
clear that it was data from BEP that was
late,

Apparently BEP cleans out its vault in
large batches. it canceled more than 300
plates in March 1991. Although we were
waiting for many cancelations of now-
useless B Press plales, there were almost
none. Two 25¢ Yosemite plates printed
on the B Press have yet to be canceled.

And we still lack complete data on the
“E"” and “F” stamps.

But we are making progress. {J
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BEP plate activity from March 1991 through September 1991

FRCE CAT PIXTE ASSIGRED  PRESE SUBS. TOPRESS CARCELED WPRESS. WRXPRCT AOTES
Transporintion Series
050 BT1ZP 188274-1 031981 C 432 1420 Assignad, to press
071 7ATIP 1775081  11/26/86 e 463 01/05/487 04/30M1 978,71 8,308,900 Canceied
084 B.A4T2P 180790-2 DEN18/28 C 432 0825M4 04251 572,500 5,152,500 Canceled
A1 1T2P 189228-2  O7/26M1 C 432 Assigned
20 2072% 18§150-2  10/26/@88 c 422 11/04/88 n48m 1,02 400 8,192,600 Canceled
.20 20T2X 18§150-2 1072648 c 432 040530 4th date ho press, overall t2ping ?
21 211T2p 130844-2 0ar31/A8 C 432 090983 04/24/1 2,955,504 26 500,536 Canceled
23 3r2 187985-2 12481 C 432 020481 35 547,045 4,823,405 Canceled
1.00 $172 188846-2 060491 B 432 Assigred
Flag Series
25 25F9 181664-8 Q11939 c 430 03MBRI o0ahsm1 7,242,500 2,425,000 Canceied
.25 25F12 18381312 071589 c 480 Never 047241 Hony None Canceled
.25 25714 184832-14 4 480 01170 03nent 7648280 152 965,600 Canceled
.29 29r8 188153-8  03M04/91 4 432 Assigned
Miscallaneaus Sarley
25 25MO05 1827315 05M03/39 D 480 Navar oA Nons Nane Honeybes, canceled
27 189136-1 Q70581 c 480 Vending, undencminated (see Fage 74)
Naw data in bald typs

American Bank Note plate activity from March 1991 through March 1992

10¢ Eagle and Shield
NOTES CERTIFED TO PRESS IMPRESS.
1 Blua [Lo7aleho}} 1041 4/91 514584
1 Brown §01101 10/14/91 580,574
1 Green 107101 1041 4/91 1,340,851
1 Red 10410/81 10414/ 820,866
1 Yellow 1011051 $0r1 4791 1,361,625
2 Blue 10311 1104/81 847041
2 Browm 10/30/1 1101791 580574
2 Green 1101m 124391 20674
2Red 10/3091 1104191 555998
ABlue 12/13m 120781 106.651
JAErown 1R 11271 495 584
AGrean 121341 1217 766,860
ARed 121341 1217 751621
AYaliow 12/13/1 1211781 766,850
4Rlue 1211881 12220/81 B 877
4 8rawm 2a1m 124881 370,998
S8ius 12723 12,2691 28322

Eagle and Shield notes

The data for the 10¢ Eagle and Shield
offer a surprise: What we have been call-
ing the black plate is really brown. It is
the fifth plate number on E&S starmps.

The report (revised by ABN on Jan. 16,
1992} does not list a yellow 2 plate, so no
calculations can be made from the data
presented.

Yellow 2, the fourth digit in the plate-
number combination, was required for
printing 43324, 432315, and 43226.

It is apparent that this report, which
lists a total delivery to the Postal Service
of 610,976,000 stamps throngh Jan. 6, 1992,
is not the complete report on the printing
of the Eagle and Shields.

A spokesman for ABN said the next re-
port, possibly for the entire production
run of E&S stamps, does include the data
for Yellow 2.

While there are low totals for Blue 5
and Green Z, the total for Biue 5 is mean-
ingless since this report does not reflect
the whele printing. On Green 2, however,
we now know that the maximom nomber
of PNCs with the combination A12213 can
be oniy 392,206, a very low total.

The stamps were printed on a five-color

19¢ Fishing Boat

NOTES CERTIFED TOPPESS  IMPRESS.
1vallow  0520/91 05720/01 624,260
1 Magenta 0520/ 0572091 553,650
1 Cyan 05/20/91 0520/ 624,260
2 Black 05/20/91 057261 315,788
1 Black 05/20/91 05221 308,472
2 Magenta 0520191 072 70810
2Yellow 052081 0B/24/%1 296,156
4 Maganta 0520/ 08724 296,156
2Cyan 05/20/31 08/24/91 206,156
4€ack  0520M1 0B/24/31 296.156
Total impressions per combinatian
133 BRI LT I T3t 2424
Yellow 308472 245178 70610 296156
Magenta 308,472 245178 70.510 296,156
Gyan 308,472 245178 70510 296155
Black 308,472 245178 70610 296,156

Maximum PNCs per combination
11 112 1212 2424
5850968 4658382 1341590 5626084

Andreotti Press by Guilford Gravure of
Guilford, Conn. The plates are made up
of 19 rows of 24 slamps, or 456 stamps
per Tevolution, and the stamps were print-
ed on paper deliverad by Paper Corp. of
the Uniled States that was 19%/4 inches
wide.

23¢ Flag notes

The data for the 23¢ Flag cannot be
used to determine the number of stamps
printad with each plate-number combina-
tion because all six cylinders were used
to print more than one combination.

That means it is impossible to subtract
a known impression total Lo arrive at oth-
er wtals.

It also leaves 4 question about the shape
of the red *2,” which collectors have no-
ticed comes in fat and thin forms. It is
not known if this phenomenon is related
to specific rows or to a change in the
plates. It is, for examgle, possible that the
shape changed during a repair or re-
chroming of the plate.

The stamps were printed on a five-color

‘G’ stamp coils
NOTES CERTIFIED TO PHESS IMPRESS.
1 Blug 02182 03/05/42 1.278,158
1 Red Q2R752 03/05/92 1.103.45%
1 Gray Q2R742 0305692 1278158
1 Black 02/27/92 Q3542 928.323
2 Red Q3502 033082 174.703
2 Black 03M12/92 o3n2mee 349,825
23¢ Flag

WOTES CERTIFIED TO PRESS  IMPRESS.

1 Blue 08271 082952 761,887
1 Red DBAYS/DY 082952 1,225.253
1 Black 080991 08/20/92 577,196
2 Blue 09/06/91 0006 £72,893
2 Red om 09121 209347
2 Black 09/06/91 090981 857583

Andreotti Press by Guilford Gravure. The
plates are made up of 19 rows of 24
stamps, or 456 stamps per revolution,
and the stamps were printed or paper de-
livered by Paper Corp. of the United
Siates that was 197/, inches wide.

ABN delivered 507 million of these
stamps to the Postal Service,

19¢ Fishing Boat notes

On these stamps we were able to calcu-
late impressions per piate-number combi-
nation and maximum PNCs for each set of
plate numbers, but the calculated totals
fly in the face of the market,

The order of printing of the colors was
yellow, magenta, cyan, and black. Be-
cause the yeliow ink would have been
hard to see (obscuring both the "A"™ and
the first digit), ABN chose to print the “A”
in magenta.

Magenta 2 is the cylinder least used,
with only 70,610 impressions. Only the
A1212 combination was printed with Ma-
genta 2, piving us a result that shows
A1212 with the smallest namber of possi-
ble PNCs.

This is contradicted by the market,
which places the highest value on Al1112,
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Stamp Venturers plate activity from March 1991 through February 1992

29¢ Flower
Rouletied S1111
NOTES CERTIFED  TO PRESS IMPRESS.
1 Black 04/168/91 D462 1841702
1Cyan 04/16/91 3411691 1.841,702
1 Magenta 04/16/91 04/16/01 1,841,702
1Yellow  04/158/491 04/16/1 1.841,7C2
Rou! ttted 52222
2 Blxk 10/02/91 100291 1231630
2 Cyan 10/02/91 10/02M1 1,231,630
2 Magenta  1002/91 10021 1,231,630
2 VYellow  10/02/91 10/02/01 1,201,630
Farforated 52222
2 Black NAIMN 11331 448 610
2 Cyan 1A 111351 448,610
2Magenta 1AM £1139¢ 448,610
2 Yellow  11A43/M 111391 448 510
Maximum PNCs par combination
111 51132222  Firforated §2222
22,100,424 14,778,560 5,383,320

_with 3.5 times as many PNCs. This may
mean that large stocks of A1112 are still 10
be found, or it may show an error in our

5¢ Gravured Canoe

NOTES CEATIFIED 10 PRESS IMPRESS.
1 Ped cenml 08081 73743
1Bk 030191 020841 373,743

Maximum PNCs of 511: 4,434 916

calculations.

ABN delivered 629,564,544 Fishing Boat
starmps. The stamps were printed by Mul-
ti-Color Corp. of Scousburg, Ind., on a
19x36 Schiavi press. The coiling was
done by Guilford Gravure. The paper was
delivered by Paper Corp. of the United
States and was on 2 DuPomt base, 191/,
inches wide.

‘G’ stamp notes

This very early report on the gravure-
printed “G™ stamp shows that the printers
will use process colors: red, white, blue,

Why we don’t have E&S totals

Trying 1o figure out the maximum num-
ber of PNCs that could be printed from
any one combination of numbers of the
LFagle and Shields is geoing 1o prove
difficult because so few of the combina-
tions include a unigue cylinder.

It is guite simple, for example to make
the calculation for A11111 because Brown
1 was used only for this set of numbers.
(The brown plate is the last digit of the
plate number.)

The March 1992 Plate Activity Report
contained two ABN teports, giving differ-
ent impression tatals, ABN told TPN that
the one marked “Revised” is the correct
one. It is possible, though, that the uare-
vised report was prepared earlier, which
may give us insight into impression totals
and dales to press.

But let’s examine our first hurdle. More
impressions were made with Brown 1
than with Blue 1 even though Brown 1
exists only in A11111 and Blue 1 also ex-
ists in A11112 and A12213,

Obviousiy then, Blue 1 should be the
total of the quantity of A1l111 (580,574),
Al11112, and A12213 (20,674, derived from
Green 2).

We do have a clue or two in the press
dates, but the entire body of data is still
insufficient to allow a thorough computa-
tion.

Even the glimmer of hope that we see
in the twa low impression totals—Green
2 and Blue 5—allow us only tw figure ont
that A12213 had a very low number of im-
pressions because Green 2 provided the
third digit and only A12213 used a Green
2. (The market does reflect the scarcity of
A12213 with rising prices.)

But the small runs of Blue 5 are prob-
ably a reflection of the fact that we have
reports only for about two-thirds of the
total printing of Eagle and Shieids. We
know that A53335, A54444, and AS54d4d5—all
of which use Blue 5 (the first digit)—
came near the end of the run. Does Lhe
impression total include all three plate-
number combinations?

Suggesting that this is not the case is
the lack of a report on Brown 6, which
was first printed as A43326 and was later
used for A43426 and, still later, on A33426.
The blue Ss were printed after A43326 and
belore A43426.

All this suggests that more information
wiil be needed before we can come up
with any dependable estimates.

An ABN spokesperson said the complete
plate-activity report for the E&S stamps
wonld include Yellow 2 and other plates.

A waming is needed, however: The
printing data on the 19¢ Fishing Boat
sirongly suggest that A1212 is the combi-
nation with the least production, not the
pricey Alll2. The same phenomenon
could have occurred with the E&S stamps
among which only A12213 can be proven
by the printing statistics 1w be scarcer
than other combinations. (We cannot yet
compule A32333, the most expensive of
these strips.)

This could be a factor of distribution, a
mistake in the reported data, or our error
in interpreting the data. Meanwhile, we
shali have (o await more complete data.

Without dates of return to press or com-
plete impression totals, we're still in the
dark. O

gray, and black.

An early remor about the “G" stamp
was that it would show the Flag, the “G"
standing for *Old Glory.” With these col-
ors, it is possible to print a Flag stamp.

ABN delivered 212,400,000 stamps that
were printed on Guilford Gravure's five-
color Andreowi press. using 204,-inch
paper from Ivex Corp.

29¢ Flower notes

All the 29¢ Flower coiis were printed
by I.W. Ferpusson & Sons of Richmond,
Va., as subcontractor for Stamp Ventur-
ers. The coils were finished by Kcs Indus-
tries of Milwaukee, also as a subcontrac-
tor.

The stamps were printed on Ferpus-
sen’s Model A Champlain press. The
paper was a DuPont product, size not
stated.

Stamp Venturers delivered 5000 rolls
of 3,000 of the perforated stamp, a total of
150 million stamps, and 10 million rolls
of 100 of the rouietted stamps (of bath
plate-number combinations) for a total of
1 billion smmps. That would mean that
669 million slit stamps carried S1111
while 331 miilion were slit §2222s.

The cylinders measured 33x12, or 396
stamps per revolution.

5¢ Canoc notes

All the gravured 5¢ Canoe coils were
printed by J.W. Fergusson & Sons as sub-
contractor for Stamp Venwrers. The coils
were finished by KCS Industries, also as a
subconliractor.

The stamps werc printed on Fergus-
son’s Model A Champlain press. The
paper was a DuPont product, size not
stated,

Stamp Venturers delivered 12,000 rolls
of 10,000 of the stamp, a total of 120 mil-
lion stamps.

The cylinders measured 33x12, or 396
stamps per revolution.

C A AT TETS
4 1906aq, 17¢ Electric Aato
Type A,#3,4R, P59...........37.00
Type A, #4, 4R, P59.ccecnueees 7.00
Type A, #6, 1L, PS9........... 11.00
Type AB, #5, 5R, 510 ......13.00
Type BA, #4, 4R, PS5 ........35.00

Vic Collinino
38 Crestview Terrace
Stratham, NH 03885
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Make way for UVM

USPS to

The Postal Service will soon issue two
undenominated universal vending ma-
chine (UvM) coil stamps that will com-
bine elements of the unsuccessful Auto-
post experiment and Europes vasty
successful print-them-yourself stamps.

The new coil stamps will come in two
formats and were first brought to public
allention in the May 1992 Plate Activity
Report.

{The publication and distribution of the
Report wilh information on “G" stamps
and the UvM stamps breaks new ground
for openness on the part of USPS. In the
past, stamps nol yet issued were removed
from plate-activity reports.}

The basic UVM concept is as follows.
Vending machines al sclected test sites
will conmain the UVM stamps. The mailer
will place his or her letter on a scale and
select the service (airmail, first class, cer-
tified, etc.} by punching a button. The
machine will calculate the postage and,
after payment, will imprint the UvM
stamp with the denomination. It is likely
that the service designator will also be
imprinted, but it may not be.

The early announcement from the Post-
al Service in Philatelic Release 92-043
did not specify whether there will be
plate numbers on the UVM stamps. [t is
likely that there will be.

The stamps will come in two formats:
one will be perforated horizentally (giv-
ing the stamp a vertical orientation and
making strips vertical); the other will be
perforated vertically to produce sirips
much like our current PNCs.

BEP is printing stamps for the system
deveioped by ECA GARD in coils of 3,000.
The BEP stamnp is illustrated herewith.

American Bank Note Co. will print
rolls of 3,000 for a system developed by
Unisys. These stamps will have vertical
perforations and will be narrower to fit
the Unisys system.

The stamps will be red, white, and blue
in the shieid and red and white in the
bunting. The denomination wili be ap-
plied in black under the “USA.”

The five test sites, called Postage and
Mailing Centers (PMCs), will at first be in
Southern Maryland (the northern suburbs
of Washington, D.C.), Miami, Oklahoma
City, Detroit, and Sania Ana, Calif.

The tests are t© begin in late summer
and continue for one year.

The Postal Scrvice said the stamps will
be imprinted in vaiues from le to $99.99,
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test 2 vending coils

o

but that is likely to be the case only for
collector-ordered stamps since the ma-
chines will be compuler programmed
only for current rates. That means i
would be impossible to place a mailpicce
on the scale and select a service that
costs only a penny.

If the stamps do, in fact, camry plate
numbers, these would be collected in
sirips, but it is not yet clear how strips
would be oblained,

In some Eurcpean couniries, the phila-
telic sales agencies offered short and long
“sets” of the self-imprinted stamps using
the most common rates, but because the
custormer could print any denomination
he or she desired, the actual range of de-
nominations was from 0.01 10 9%.99,

Collectors usually selecied the short set
that contained one of each of the follow-
ing:

Lacal post card, local letter, domestic
post card, domestic letter, double-weight
domestic letter, foreign letier 10 Evrope,
overseas ietter. [t was not usual to collect

AUTOPOST—Stamp shows it was
bought from Machine 82 in Washing-
ton after the first day. Scott calls this
CVP1, but does not price it. The
stripe on the left is the tagging and
is orange. Note that the stamp was
sold for a lettar weighing 0.8 ounc-
es.

the rates for special services such as reg-
iSIrY Or eXpress.

The long sets  contained stamps with
some of these rates.

In Germany, the gummed side of the
siamps carries an accounting number an
every fifth stamps. Collectors did make
cflorts to obtain singles with and without
such accounting numbers.

It is probable that the UVM stamps will
be 1agged, since they do not carry the
phosphorescent orange stripe that the Au-
topost stamps did to activate postti ma-
chinery.

The Autopost self-adhesives, - hich
also carried the place where the macmne
was situated and the machine’s number,
were used briefly in 1989-90 in canjunc-
tion with the Postal Scrvices World
Stamp Expo and the congress of the Uni-
versal Postal Union. Machines were set
up at World Stamp Expo in Washington
and at Kensington, Md.

3,000 sets of five different stamps, each
for a different service, were sent to the
Philatelic Agency. All had the first day of
issue (Aug. 23, 1989) inscribed by the
machines and all carried the same last
three digits. An additional 3,000 sets of
two 25¢ firsi-class stamps were also sent
to the agency.

But, unlisted in the Scott Specialized
Catalogue of U.S. Stamps there was a lat-
cr experiment in which labels similar to
the Autopost stamps were imprinted by
meter. The following sample was made
for Tampa, Fla., and used in Fort Wayne,
Ind. It is believed that the second group
of labels were made by postage meters.

They, too, had a phosphor stripe, this
time on the right. O

DEFEAT

METER TEST—Self-adhesive izbel
bought in Tampa and used in Fort
Wayne, Ind. These did not indicate
the type of service, but did have a
serial number similar to the Auto-
past's. The orange tagging stripe is
at right,
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Drata Bank of olficial information

({:hanges and additions by TPN shown by bracketa)

New and improved Phiatelic
Catolog debuts as Stamps Ete.

The best kT{ seeret of the Posul Service 15 go-
ing public in May 1992. The Stamps £ic. Catalog,
previously known as the Philaietic Catalog, is a bi-
monthly publication that has laken a new design
format that will make ordering stamps and stamp
producis casy and convenicny. Curready, 1.3 mil-
lion copies of the Philatelic Catalog are mailed 1o
postal facilities end philatelic subscribers. As the
updated The Stamps etc. Cataiog comes off the
press in May, increased public awarcness of the
catalog will oceur through advertisements in phila-
telic pubhcnmnl. inserts in periodicals, and direct
mail pieces,

In the 19703, the Philatelic Catalog's design
consisted of 1 single, black and while printed and
folded sheet of paper. By 1980, it evoived into s
small booklet, and a color formar was introduced in
1985, The present day, 12-page, calor promoticnal
piece will expand into an alractive 20-page, sad-
dle-stiwched cawmlog prinied on glossy recyclable
paper....

Special feature pages highlighting new stamps
and products have been added, along with techni-
cal informaton, including the name of the stamp
designer, date of issuance. and other facts of inter-
est. All items are clearly marked and caegonzed
by stmp types {commemorative, definitive, cou)
and topmes (Black Herwage, Great Americans,
souvenir pages). Ordering instructions have been
simplified. and 1o make it casier to place an order,
the improved form now lisua se.furue.ly all new
iterns as well as those gaing off sale.

hilatelic Releave 92-020

Testing of new coil stamp
packaging focuses on customer
convenience

The results of the Postal Service's initial nation-
wide tesung of an innovative packaging process for
coil stamps in 1991 provided an infarmation base
for developing a more cusiomer- and employee-
friendly stamp coil in the future,

“QOur current and ongoing research is dirccted st
desi nin? the optimum coil stamp o serve the
n the public,” says Assistant Postmasier
Genemai Gorden C. Morison, Philatelic and Reuil
Services Deparunent. “"We are focusing on the size,
shape, formal, and packaging of the coil stamp. We
are taking into considersion such possibilities as a
commemontve-size coil stamp, including the pop-
ular LOVE and Christmas subjects in cm.ls wd
producing & smaller, more personal sized coi

‘The stamp stick and slit perforation nnncepu are
WO wWays lgll. make coil stamps easier to use for
customers and easitr to dispense for sales clerks.
The siamp “stick” is compnsed of ten 100-stamp
coﬂs of 20¢ Flower stamps xeaied in a transparent

ppor (diagram included in 1991 Stamp news re-
lcase *68) The stamp stick's outer wrapping is bio-
degradable, xnd its shipping conuiner is made of
recyelzble cardboard.

Moze than 800 corsumers and window clerks
were randomly selected and interviewed in 10 post
office lobbies wcross the United States. Respon-
dents wers asked 1o compare this new product with
the conventional round hole performted coil stamp
contained in the plastic “egg canon” type packages
curreatly used by the Poswal Service.

The overall resulis demonsirated a favorsble re-
action ta the slit performed stamp stick soils. When
asked why they preferred the new product, the re-
sponscs were that the coil was “ecasier o open and
separate the stampe,” and the packaging was “more
compact and doesn’t unravel.” The environmental-
ly fnendly packaging was alsa commended.

While the initial survey indicates public accep-
tance, empioyees did indicale areas of concern that
will be addresscd and corrected in the future. Fur-
ther testing invelving window clerks and postal su-

pervisors will be conducted.

A capy of the sge.ciﬁc results may be obeined by
writing: ATTN Stamp Stck Masketing Results,
Slamp Marker Develo ent Branch, USP3S Head-
uarters Hoom 4472E, 475 L'Enfant Plaza SW,

ashingron DC 202606758
Philatelic Release 92-022

Flag over White House stamp
to honor 2001h anniversary
of nation’s official residence

PP

Stamp design
as of 1991

Slamp design
a3 released

A 29¢ regular-issue coil stamp will be issued by
the U.S. Postal Service in recognition of the 200th
anniversary of the White House, The stamp will be
issued in Washington, D.C., on Aprl 23. There will
be no first-day-of-issue ceremony,

. The design features a treditional nenheam
view of the White House with the American flag
waving above. {This is the element that was added
after the original design was made public in De-
cember 1991.) The words, “The White House/
179211992" appear in the upper right hand corner
while, “29 USA" is displayed in the lower left
hand comer of the samp. ...

The White House, officially known as the Presi-
dent’s House uniil 1901, is moms than just & fine ex-
ample of 15th-century sione crafismanship. It is the
President’s home and office, a histaric site viewed
by more than one million visitors annually and,
more imponantly, 1 familiar symbol of American
democracy.

Following 1 naticnal competition for the design
of the President’s House in the spnng of 1772, ar-
chitees and builder James Hoban {5coun 1935-26]
was awarded the prize. Two centurics have passed
since pur nation laid the foundation for this, the
first of its public buildings in the city of Wuh.mg-
ton and the Digriet of Columbis.

Lssue: 29¢ Flag over White House
stamp
Format: Coils of 500 and 3,000

[Repons 1o TPN indicate Plates 1, 3, 6, and 7
printed oniy from rolis of 100l The Philatelic Cata-
log lists only coils of 100, Plates 2, 4, and 5 were
pririted in roils of 500 and 3,000]

Issue date: April 23,1992
First-day city: Washington, D.C.

Process: Intaglio (twe color)
Calors: Red snd blue [PMS coloms not
nated}
Size:
Image:  0.71x0.82inchex oy 1 8.0x20.Emm
Owverall  0.87wD.98 inchez or 221 x4 4mm
Plate numbers: Ons intaglio finterval 48]
{Press: Cor D]
[Paper: Prephosphored, mouled  rag-
ging}
[PNC Catalog Numbers:
29F1X, 29F2X, 29F3X, 29F4X,
29FS5X, 29F6X, 25FTX]

[{Scatt Catalogue Number: 2609
Marginal markings:

© 1991 USPS [Postal Service
did not say where these mark-
ings could be located on a coil

stamp)
Philatelic Release 92-025

New vending machine

1o dispense variable-amount

postage stamp

The Posual
.. will st a new
vending machine calied
the Postage and Mail-
ing Center (PMC)
which will weigh an
iem, determine the
tage necessary for
the desired fevel of ser-
vice, and print a stamp with the appropriate amonnt
of pastage.

The PMC vending machines will be deployed to
five test sites (the Southem Maryiand, Miami,
Oklahoma City, Detroit, ind Sania Ana divisions),
and are scheduled to begin service in mid o lale
summer. The machines will be tested far one year.

The PMCs are being manufaciured by two com-
paniea, Unisys and ECA GARD The Bureau of En-
§rav1ng and Primting (BEP) produced the cou of

000-stamp stock for the ECA GARD PMC and
American Bank Note Company {ABN) produced
the coil of 3.000-stmp stock for the Unisys PMC.
The BEP coil will dispense the stamp design print-
ed verticaily, with perforations at the and bot-
tom of the design.... The ABM coil will dispense
the stamp printed horizontaily, with perforstions at
the side of the design.

The stamp’s design features a blue snd white
stars-and-suipes shicld in the upper cemier portion
with red and while bunung draped on either side.
“"USA,” in red, appears below the shicld inside a
fleld of small, engraved red lines nppling down un-
demeath the shicld, The iramp's denominution will
be printed by the PMC in black below “USA." The
ADN vemion of the design is slightly compressed
herizonually 1o accommedate the Unisys machine
specifications. The PMCs will print stamps with
1ny denomination ranging from one cent to $99.99,

Philatelic Releare 92-043

Serviee

- .- - A

Are you having fun?
Are you into tagging?

Lighthouse has a battery-
powered, portable shortwave
lamp that lets you check for tag-
ging at the post office or at a
stamp show for untragged, over-
all tagged. and prephosphored
PNCs. It now comes with an
adapter to block out visible and
longwave light. [t worksl 1 use it
myself.

Lamp with adapter: S60 post-
paid

Adapter only: $33.50 postpaid

{ also carry all Lighthouse sup-
plements and supplies at a 15%
discount from list.

Stephen G. Esrati
RPO. Box 20130
Shalter Heights, OH 44110
(216) 561-9393
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End of an eral
[ no longer publish the PNC Catalog, therefore, I can now advertise my own
retail list. This list (List 1) is good through Labor Day.
25% off on orders over $100
15% off on orders over $50
5% off on orders over $25; 5% additional off for members of PNCJ3.
Prices are for VF. Deduct 10% for Fine; add 25% for XF.
P51 P83 Ps3 PSS Py P Pt PSS
'|¢0mn|hus 1.2,66... 55 60 ~ 360 400] 15¢Tugboat 1, 2[Block) 315 335 . pFiePumoer 5,910 450 500
Coe o1es pczL. 050 1100 ] Oveaileggend.. i sl
8 50 ascuanwm| 1275 150l wrepesernt 2. W) 4
Unlagged 2 B T 1 4250 4500 | 17eAumn 1, 2,345 B0 400
2 Locomolive 2.3, 4, 6, 5, s.. 29000 30000 6. AB 20
B10........ 50 00 PC1, 2L NoGap 1700 1800 . 55 BN
BPressh ... .. .85 95 PC 3 (2R, No Gap) 4100 4600 |  PCIC, 2C(Fany).. am 9%
3¢Handear1,2,3,4..... 100 110 PCA{IRY. — 6600 PCIAMAELIL.. A% 500
3¢ Conesioga Wagon 1.2~ 100 105 PCAf2). — 3000 PC 34, 4A {Line Gap) 1mm 1200
3.4 Schoal Bus 1, 2. 150 165 PC4(LineGap)...... 2000 2050 |  PC3A4AMNo Gao).. — 450
PC1,2{1R, Ne Gao) .. E50 700 PC S 6(2L NoGap)... 400 450 |  PCIB M N2 Gan). 70 2850
4¢Stagemad11 2,34, PCBomr 21500 22000 |  PCIC.4GNeGag..... — 900
.......... . 200} 10cCanaidoatl ... 160 175]  PCICAG(IR LieGaol. 975 1000
PcamL ). SO0 | 0¢TeaclorTrailer 1. 275 300  PC3BA4AMSAD.... — 3500
PC 3,4(Line Gap) ... 8.50 (mn Eagle, Shield PCSAQIL 2L HaGaa)._. 500 600
PC 5. 6 (1L)... B.25 S, 112, A2, 21 22 13 433:14 PCSB,EE (1L LneGan).. 1550 157§
PC5, 6 12L)... 875 108, 535 150|  PCSAR TAB{ Psmtsa)‘.‘ — 17 208 CableCa PR
PE 5, 5iLine Gap) . 900 #1132 3333, 33335, 43204, 43325 qm PCRAOLZL) ... 1200 1300 & i mf e
Same, B Press 1 .. 175 14 SHM44 5845 . 1RD 500 FC 56, 7C (N Gag). B0 55 et Fi g 10 470
Cuetall ggec 1. 16,00 1424 A% 580 s.ue PC 7A o Gap) . — 1250 ¢ Fire Engine 1 ‘
4¢ Sleam Garriage 1. 225 12213 1530 1550{  17¢ Dogsien2... I 380 ¢ fail Car 1.2 430 410
Uniagged 75200 BB, 15000 15000 |  175¢ Racer ) 315 350 A 400 a7
4Sq Buckboard 3,4 ... 105 180 |  101¢0il Wagon 1. 27 315 PG, 15 500 LI 500 600
£C1,2(1R NaGag).. 140 17§ PC1,2 (o Gap). W 35 10000 11000 PN 15 47
L ECTERD L1300 160 A PCZ3..... e 34 25,5, 450 550 PC1gt W 600
PG 3. 4 (No Gap) . — 1A 109¢ Hansom Cab 1,2 ... M0 4100 14, 0 BN 2¢Fag 1, 7,1 1600 18
PG 3,4 {Line Gap) . 250 300 PC1,2{No Gas). 3000 3200 7. 15 5000 2,5,8,10. 12,15,16,
PCS.G(2A, PST) .. — 200 FCZ(R)...... — 5000 11,12,15,18 1700 1500 19,2122, 1 S50 600
PGS, 6 (N Gap) 150 175 3,4 {Linz Gap) 350.00 — 81013141718 ... 630 7O 1. 2500 6000
PCS B(R)..... . — 730| 1liCabooset. 500 550F 18tFigi.. WM~ 4 5 97,1820, 81 850 900
PC5.6(3L PSP ... — 600 PCY..... 50 an| 2. 70 5000 00 2800
PES B}, — 280 Uniagged PC 225 250 — 110000 (ﬂt)'ﬂ'Eaglul 500 750
SoMolorycle 1.2,3.4... 145 155 11e$um 1,234 300 350 05 1225 . 5/ 1M
S¢ Milk Wagon 1 ... 110 125  12¢Sieamer1.2.. 235 27 815 700 (22:)'D'Uﬂmn . 5000 8000
5¢ Circus Wagon 1 10 125 1 2(NoGaa LmeGao] 250 275 3% 4000 23t LunchWagon 2.3 . 400 150
Same, untagged 1. 185 1.7 BPress PC . 00 2000 350 400 73t Flag AT11.2) 400 450
S¢ Canoe 1 . 110 125 00 340 600 Bad #2225l middl2 2 400 450
Grawured 1685 175 450 500 1ns 45 A222 thin middic 2. . 400 450
%.2¢ Sleigh 1, 2 1075 1500 350 400 675 73 A2, 122 . 500 50
3 18500 20000 w0 450 BS0 935 24.1¢ Tangem 1 DT Y
18500 190.00 120 3% 25¢ Braad Wagpn 1, 50 50
1200 1275| 132eCoalCart,2 W0 3% ) 128 1300 5o T S50 Bl
975 1000 1d¢kebod3,2) 225 250 Al 2424 3% 240 258 Yosemiie
— B0 EPrams2 . 400 430}  20gFie Pumae 8000 19500 Blogk 1, 7. 400
1500 1600 3411516 550 6.00 Blogk 2,3,4,5,8.. 4150
190 165 Block 9. 1w
;E gg All stamps ara guaranteed genuine and {unless otherwise Phos ?.... 000
175 soo | noted) In VF condition. All stamps may be returned for a :::253 T 13 é%
5’3‘(: Biowcle A ggg 5% complete refund, no fuaestions asked. Same strips may be Phes. 6 170
3.4 (ho - 3 001 In limited supply. For XF, please add 25%. Phos, 15.. N 800
PC 5.6 LineGari.... 9000 5540 v ! {050 B 1211222 §50 700
750 | TERMS: Gash with ordsr, pleass. Ohlo purchasers, pleass ::.5“::.' '2'2!?.-»1--”‘ - :% :g
900 | add 7% Cuyahoga County saies tax. Sarry, | 4o not aceept 1‘0:@1:3«%:?..-. e 27
et 2721 credit cards, {29 F Tufip
250 275 111,122, 2222... 400 450
oI008 12 ‘
-l GTEPHEN G. ESRATI
zzssrssf.amm 2. zgg ggg =
8% Ambalance 1,2.... 200 225 P.0D. Box 20130, Shaker Helghts, Ohlo 44120
;g 1,%[% tinegap{ . gég ggg Telephones: {216) 561-9393
1,2(IL, LineGap} .. 2. i . "
PC 3,4(NoGap, PSB).. — 1150 FAX: {216) 752-5900
B';E:ra 1(1R)... T :£ 4
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CATALOGUED VARIETIES ADD SPICE TO YOUR PNCs
Cat Deserigtion Length Prics | Cal Deseriplion Length  Price Cat Deteription Langth  Price
FLAG SERIES 43TIPY Whale low piats number, 1712 Tagging break 2L 518
0FN2  Flying Foolprints 5 Ne# 2300 GapiR 5 1850 1713 Tagging break 3L, Type Il
20Fi4H  Qline, net PC 5 1500 | S3TPV1  same, number cin, L2 gap L papar, tagging appeary s
FOF14PVE  Dline, BC 3 6000 | 83TIPVE  same. numbercut Gap 1L 5 15 limy Hacks of phasphor 5125
same 5 6250 { A3TIPV2  No plae number, from lop 17T3Pba  Se-ienant precancel, Gap
WFR Comet 6L NEW 3 500 row, Line Gzp 5 7000 4R, hale in 0 (Row 16) at iR 103500
226 Fiying Saucer 5 1500 | 8.3T4FVE  Double number, whow at 1773Pba  Se-tenant precancel, Gap
—_ battorm. cul at op, Ln gap § W 4R, 3-dot {Row 13) 0 3500
TRANSPEATATION 35AIES BT Doub fumber, whol at 1774 Tagging break 3L, Tvpe Il
1T4V Chipped plate, F 5 350 boﬂnm.cui;tlup.ﬁap A 3 500 p::zl_umwm“ lDDG::'“
same, VF 5 450 | 8.5T2PV1 Flying Flashlight 5 10.00 tiny fiecks of phosphar 5 1250
178 Faper Il 5 325 | SITIVI  WeeningW 5 28 17742 Natavarety, Gap 6L 101950
1TEH Grack 1R, paor 5 150 | 93TaV1 Uorack 5 00 17T4Pba  Se-lemant precancel, Gap
samnm, VF 5 750 sama, line doss nat touch 5 1200 4R, holg in O (Row 16} at 1R 10 2500
1T6 Paper Il 5 325 | 9.ITIPVI Smaking 9, Lngap. Superh 5 4500 17T4Pba  Setemant precancel. Gap
n Tag break 4L, Screwhead 6 250 same, with continuation, VF 10 7500 4R, Dot over top bar {fow
2TV2 Smoking T 3 1200 samp, with continuation, ¥ W OEs00 10) o 1L 10 3500
same § 1500 1 gatsp  Hashmark 3R, gep L 10 4500 17T4Pba  Se-ttrant preancel, Gap
Ve Smoking T cont. (Faim) 5 1500 | garep Hash mark 3. gap 3L 10 45.00 4R, 3-dot {Row 13) 10 3500
Fiki TallenT,F 5 600 same, in long stripe. show- 1775 Reclining Comma 5 10.00
sae, VF § 100 ing both plate numbers and 17T6¥1  Dotover 'E" Fonly 5 250
same, F 3 750 both hash marks 48+ 100.00 sane, VF 5 2500
same, pair 2600 | 1011V Adibery Shelll, 3R 8 1500 T 010 5 150
a1 Tag break 4L, Scrawhesd 6 250 | 10ATIVZ  Artillery Shellb, 5nad 1500 VTRV v R §
a8 Tag break 3L 8 250 | 101TIA  Fying Hyphen2R 5 1500 O i s, e e 5 1750
e Tag break 3L 5 250 | 10qTIVE  Bursting shell Sn0f 700 WTVE Lishthing bol XF S 15
AV Spike ENo# 1900 | yoaTivs  Detover 'L of "CIL™A g 70 '4raing bel. '
TVE  FHaming Wagen 5 000 [ 1011 Sywuieg? 0T NEW  Saed 500 same, V¥ § 12500
AT1XViei  1si continualion 5 2000 | 4gimipnt Artilery Shed 1, 3R & BEO sama, P53, VF 5 58000
TG 2nd continuation 5 200 | soumiva  Fying Hyphen2R 5 B50 18TIVic  Lightning boit continuation,
SPECIAL: Sat of 3 wagons 5500 10.1T1\F¢‘ Actiiery Shei 1 5 mF 7'00 pair, poor 2 3500
oy Diag. slashes 1R, NEW 2 450 | oew g ' BT Lightming bolt 5 2500
; erched Parmt Smé 100
same 3550 oot Lowenyal § 8500 same, F 5 1500
same 5 65 | 1V o : s
ST Chilrolier damsga L 3 1250 | 109722 Low ety 2L Gap 3L XF 10 8500 TETIOW  Lighining bol 5 BX
N7 Quos 5 700 | 109722 Lowarty 2L GapdLVF 0 7500 game, F 5 1500
same, with chill toiles dam- HTIVI Erakeshoe 5 nad 1350 T2 Crackover 'e,” pair 2 106.00
Med2l i 8 1250 { VITIPVI  Grakashoe S.aé 1100 TISV Wounded P § 1500
- Mmﬁ:ﬂﬂr‘lr%iaawithseé UTIEVL  Bramshos Encé 1100 1TIPVIe RR1mcks, costinuztion 5 0K
vere Chul roier damage an| UTIPVZ  Hoseime 1, sirip 0 § with At Ah filbed-i
Ouotns from Plts  and 2 3 250 vansty o R iamp T q | 0 NoUSLwmflkdnbe e
s Uii@-lhlh“ﬂ 5 9-75 11TIPV3 Hoszaline | S.M' 10.00 mwﬂu‘"euussﬂ“ss
ATRW Bhb %08 750 b yqripvap  Siting Duck precursor S,od 1750 ANA U e -
49781 Whip flong), Net PC 5 1500 | qq7v1  Polishing cioth 5 1600 : ing, very feint
49T4PV1 Same, PC. Gap 2L S VB! gqrav2  Fendercrackand broken # 5 1150 2LINPEVY Line 5 150
Sama, PC.Gap 1L 8 NE | ym Severn chil rollr doubling ' Z1AMPZV Line, 151 extension down 5 1500
Same, PC, Line Gap 5 1300 of *ar* in "Bearcat* 1L 5 1000 25MIVE  Phantom yetlow image 5008 1500
Same. PG, No Gap 5 B35 | qorp No plan pumber bt joimt same, singles I.a# 500
A9TSPV!  Rain emck, Feut § 50 liy 5 10.00 Faleo carry 1 compiete stock of ordinary {20 vark) PNCS, priced
49T5Pte  Contimuation 5 E750 | ¢5Tv2  Anchorling Sno# 1000 | acesrding to the 1997 PNC Catalo. With sy discounts, e mars
Matching set 5 5000 | ysToivzc  AnchorLine continuation Sn0f 1000 ¥0u buy, {he mare you s2val
49T6P1 - Whip, Gap 2L § 1850 Matche st S.me 2250 Pricus In ihie 58 are ¢0od hrough May 1992,
;%Tﬁm E:W"F" showina 2 5 SCL0 | 1e7TIPV Spified Poscom 508 750
S 2B o | 17TV Broken Ade, ai 2 30 FREE: O #%ip of Hossling 1 on 1he 11¢ Cabogsa wil wvery artar
ST3and4  Cip Tegging bresx 2L in 17TV Broken Axk, PS3 3 450 aver 325,
foided fong sinp showing 1m Tagging breek 2L 518
both plate nymbers 44 10,00 -
5T Lang atrp showing 7 tag- Most of these strips 2re variaties listad in the 1991 PHC Gatalog. A few (marked
ging irsaks 6 500 “NEW") are recent additions to my stack.
5278 Horizantal 41} tag break 5 2000
gggm :mmm\" tag bresk g gg.g: All stamps are guaranteed genuine and (unless otherwise noted) in VF condi-
- 9 P, NO gap A
A Rk oAt " o ;In;. l;ltlrlstamps ;:aﬁl tlli?n ir?t::t"s“:d llnr a completa refund, no quastions asked.
SITP Gap3RLNF 1 2500 cme strips may poly.
same. ¥ 1l | TERMS: Cash with order, please. On orders over $100, deduct 25%; un ordars
EZEP G dNRLNE 10 260 over $50, deduct 15%. Ohia purchasers, please add 7% Cuyahoga County sales
sama, VF 10 1600 tax.
same, 101200
55TV Burned rubber 5 300
;% STEPHEN G. ESRATI
6MP  Ditciod (2L) NEW 5 75 = ,
TR Booinder of 13206" e P.0. Box 20130, Shaker Haights, Ohio 44120 1
;gm} fj‘;""'"“ 5750 Talaphcna: (216) 561-9393 &
08 low piale numbar 5 500 FAX: (216) 752-5900 3
43TV Dowble number, whola at .
bottom, cut at top 5 1850 .
T O L L g g T R R LR Ry LT TR TR LTI L LR T T G e TR L T TR TR R T L ER R (IR LR LU VR MR ]
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TEST COIL—Stamp Vanturers' test ¢oil, printed in black, shaws an eagle
flying aver a forest with the flag at upper left. The firm gave away samples at
WGSE, perforated and routetted. Vertical lines are far aligning perforator.

WCS

By Harry Mueggenburg

An unanticipated business trip allowed
me to arrange my tetum flight through
Chicago to attend the World Columbian
Stamp Exposition one weekend,

In my opinion the show was a smashing
success. ['ve never seen anything like it
on the West Coast.

If I have one complaint it is that there
were no convenience outlets available for
me to plug in my UV light. Several deal-
ers allowed me 10 plug in my light at
their booths. They were weil rewarded
for their cooperation as I found lots of
goodies and spent more money than [ had
planned 10 spend. A few dealers could
not be botherad, but their loss is my gain.

OCne dealer, Jerry Koepp of Stamps 'n’
Stuff, had his own light plugged in and
ready to use by the public. We need more
dealers like Jerry.

The $16.34 set of Columbus souvenir
sheats were snapped up by eager collec-
tors. |£d. note: USPS had 1o order a resup-
ply.]

On my first day I discovered that both
the $3.14 and $54.05 sheets were printed
on fluorescent paper, whereas the other
four sheets were printed on non-
responsive paper. However, I noticed that
the $2 stamp on the American Bank Note
souvenir first-day posial cards [ had pur-
chased was also a hibrite. Sure enough,
the next day when | purchased additional
Columbus sheets, [ found the $2.25
sheetlet printed on flucrescent paper.

The casiest way o check for
fluorescence in these sheets is o inspect
the gum side with a longwave UV light.

I am sure that all six sheets will eventn-
ally tum up in both hibrite and non-
fluorescent varieties.

The 1¢ 1o 10¢ stamps in these sheets
are not tagged. The 15¢ through 85
stamps are block tagged. Mine were all

Show a smashing success

@ Out outlets for UV lamps
@ ore hard to find, except

at Jerry Koepp's booth

in perfect register. I would like to be in-
formed if any tag shifts are found.

|Ed. note: American Bank Note said its
Los Angeles plant had never had a job
like the Columbus souvenir sheets and
found the tagging or non-lagging on the
sheets difficulL.]

Smamp Venmrers exhibited some of
their wares and handed out undenomnat-
ed, non-postage sample coils. The design
is an eagle in flight over a forest with the
Stars and Stripes of our flag in the epper
left comer.

Plate numbers were not used on these
coil stamps. Anyone sending me a SASE
will receive a free sirip of three from me
in both roulette and perforated format—
until I run out.

Write me at 3525 Bluf Ct, Carmi-
chael, CA 95608. (]

When ‘untagged’
is really tagged

When Al Cibulskas found Plates 1 and
2 of the unprecanceled 17¢ Electric Auto
uniagged, Gene Ernst acquired a set in
strips of five.

Emst’s review gave pause to be wary.

There’s no problem with his find of an
untagged Plate 1, which he says is on
Paper . But his Plate 2 is suspect.

Here is how Emst describes it:

Plate 2 is on Paper |l. The copy of Plate

2 has some tagging on it—at the top edge

of the outside stamps in the strip of fiva.

The numbered stamp, however, does not

show any tagging.

It is a known phenomenon of Plates 3
and 4 of the 17¢ Auto that strips on Paper
Il appear almost untagged, showing only
occasional tiny dots of taggant.

[t is possible that some stamps printed
from Plates 1 and 2 on this seemingly un-
tagged paper can be the same.

The rule for “color missing” errors: If
even a fleck of the color is present, the
stamp is not a “color missing variety.”

If there is the tiniest spot of tagging
anywhere in the sirip, therefore, the strip
is not untagged. (Since tagging is applied
by the press, taggant is just another “col-
or.”)

So, what is to stop someone from sim-
ply removing the stamps that show the
tiny specks of taggant to leave only the
pristine “untagged™ stamp? Nothing at
all.

The word 1o the wise, therefore, is this:
In examining 17¢ Auto stamps on Paper
I, be aware that scme appear uniagged,
but are really not untagged, O

Untagged Conestoga Wagon rolls in

Plate 2 of the 3¢ Conestoga Wagon has
turned up. The stamp is untagged and
printed on the C or D Press with a plate-
number interval of 48.

The first reported find was on April 28,
in rolls of 3,000, by Dr. Robert Rabino-
witz.

An untagped ver-
sion of this stamp
has been awaited
since the Postal
Service adopted a
policy of leaving
values of 8¢ or
less untagged.
When that policy was first put into effect
with the printing of untagged 4¢ Steam
Carriage stamps, the B Press was still in
service and it was expected that a B Press

UL e e

version of the Conestoga Wagon would
be printed.

[t was alsa known that the stamp would
need a new plale number because the
original plate had been canceled.

Scrapping of the B Press led o the
change to another press.

An untagged version of the 2¢ Locome-
tive is sdll awaited. It, too, will have 10
be printed on the C or D Press.

A false report stating that the 2¢ Loco-
motive had already been found by collec-
lors made its way into the 1991 Plate
Number Coil Catalog.

Use of tagged 2¢ stamps continues on
retutn envelopes sent out by the Disabled
American Veterans, which uses two of
them to activate postal machinery along
with five untagged 5S¢ Circus Wagon
stamps. [J
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Toledo brown is really from Des Moines, Iowa

Continued from Page 63

the PNC communily, it is now believed
that at least 5,000 strips are needed of
any PNC, as shown by A32233 of the 10¢
Eagle and Shield, of which less than
1,875 strips are known.

Tom Maeder, writing in Coil Line, re-
ports a find of 250 rolls of 100, a quantity
that could yield 500 strips bat is still too
small to meet demand.

After Davis’s, the next find was made
by a collector in the Toledo area and was
obtained by Al Haake. Haake gave the
stamp its erroneous name, although
Haake had previously read about Davis's
variety in Linn’s, which ran its first report
on Jan. 27.

Later, the Rev. William M. Means
found some 50 rolls of 100 in Missouri,
mast of which were acquired by Haake.

Haake and Dr Robert Rabinowitz
point out that no large finds have been
made. There have been no cases full of
the brown stamp.

A collector ir Indiana found the stamps
from Plate 1 and, as far as can be deter-
mined, was able to obtain 38 numbered
strips from his find.

{Pr. Rabinowitz wrote in his May price

list that his buy ad brought a contact
from a man who had found 38 strips and
he obtained half. Most have been sold.]

Interestingly, those rolls of Plate 1 in
the brown color were on a flat with roils
from Plate 7, also in the brown color
This could be interpreted to indicate that
the Carreta ink was apparently used dur-
ing a period when the press was changed
from printing Plate 1 to Plate 7, or vice
versa.

[This is not necessarily s0 because
sirips from different plates are often be-
ing found on the same flat of 50 rolls. Re-
cently, Plates 3 and Plate & of the 2G¢
Flag over the White House were found in
the same Rat.)

Youngblood's original story in Linn's
was updated with mere finds on Feb. 10
and again on March 2,

Ycungblood reported an earliest use on
Nov. 27.

According to Youngbiood, finds have
been made in many areas of the country,
he wrote, "indicating [that] the new color
variety exists in fairly large numbers.”

After ads began to appear in Linn's,
first offering 10 buy the variety at a very
modest markup over face, $40 for a roll

of 100, readers of TPN began sending in
suspected “Toledo brawns.”

Most of the submitted examples were
simply light printings of the normal ma-
roon color.

Neither Linn's nor TPN has received a
reply from BEP as 10 why the Carreta col-
or appeared on the Rushmore. (]

And how about this?

‘Seattle blue’ awes all

pNC* member Tony Curtis, a Seattle
mailman, wowed PNC coliectors at the
World Columbian Stamp Exposition with
a commerctal cover in which the ML
Rushmore monument was in the blue of
the flag.

Curtis noticed the variety on a letter he
was delivering and simply knocked on
the door to ask if he couid have the enve-
lope before it was thrown oul. An atiempt
1o find the rest of the roil failed.

The stamp on the cover showed no
plate numboer.

Curtis’s cover awed the PNC collectors
who hung out at the booth of Stamps 'n’
Stwff, right near the eniry to the show. O

CONTEMPORARY COILS

Honeybee seam lines
4.9¢ double gaps
Number on top

Tag breaks/varieties

KIM CUNIBERTI, APS, PNC?

My three current price lists
¢ Cottrell gaps (dated Feb. 1, 1992)
* B Press gaps (dated Dec. 15, 1991)
e Paper types (dated Dec. 15, 1991)

(Can be quoted. Please send a want list.)

My current customers have benefitted by receiving my offerings of the “Tole-
do brown” Flag #7. If you have any of my current price lists now cr send for
them today and place a first-time order, you will also receive my offering. It is a
golden opportunity if you wish to take advantage of it.

(203) 431-4703

PO Box 3654, Danbury, Connecticut 06813-3654
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ADLETS

Classified ads are 15 cents a
word. There is na charge for

your address. Members of
PNC?® are entitled to one FREE
25-word adlet each year.

EMTIRE PNGC coltection ¢n the blogk, including errors,
varieties, covers, duplicates and used; like mew SAFE
album with garant pages. Trade for type coins and
U.5. coppers. SASE for details. Joe Boland, RR12 Box
356, Brazil IN 47834, (4-92)

AT FACE, your extra mint postaga sama as cash. Use
full face when ordering from my competitve PNC-5
pricalist. Precancels OK. SASE. Brian McPharren, PO
Box 1786, Tacoma, WA 88401-1785. (4-82)

WANTED: Untagged pair 20¢ Flag: untagged Honeybes
pair with sezm line; imperfcrate Honeyhea pair with
screened tagging; PS/5 of 25¢ Yosemite with “ski
slope®; same, PSf3; 29¢ Rushmore with unmotted
“Lenz" tagging. Make offers to Luigi Argine, 5 Via Zu-
retti, 1-20125 Milano, {taly. (APS, BGC, BIA, RPSC) (4-
92) .

LLTRA VIEW MOUNTS:The oniy stamp mounts oh the
mazrket that allow transmission of UV light, plus hav-
ing acid-fres paper inserts for tacilitating stamp inser-
ton and stamp retention. Coil strip package $6.00. K,
Harry Mueggenburg, 3525 Bluff CL, Carmichael, CA
956048. (6-92)

WANTED PS 182: Regular Perfed XF-g, imperf, mispert,
miscut. John Tison (PNC3 473, APS, ASDA) BBJ
Sales, 3012 5. Croddy Way, Santa Ana, CA 92704, 1-
800-B54-4487. (6-92)

JOIN THE CLUSB, jein FNC3. Monthly newsietter, auc-
bons, regional mestings. For details, write Gene C.
Trinks, 3603 Ballews GL, Troy, M{ 48083, (4-92)

TAGGING BREAKS! | have put together a buying-
se/ling st of tagging breaks on the Cotbretl, B, and G
press, For a copy, pleass send a SASE to Gontamnpo-
rar\griCoils [¥im Cuniberty, PO Box 3654, Danbury, CT
{4-92)

SEND 18 different rzed Transportation PNCs, no com-

men Flaps please; will raceive 200 used Canadian
sommemoratives in retumn, Randy Manuel, 3340
Sandy Lane, Burlingten, Ont, Canava, L7M 3T2.
[PNC3 4-92)

ALL BACK 1SSUES of TPN are available. Send SASE for
list showing prices and list of articles in each issue.
TPN, POB 20130, Shaker His, OH 44120 (4-92)

FIRST DAY COVER
MAIL BID SALE

Specializing in Plate Number Coils on
FOCs, classic FOCs, handpainted FDCs,
first cachets, and joint issues.

Send for free catalog today.

My regular price list of PNCs and booklet
panes an FDCs is available for a SASE.

ViISA, MasterGard and American Express
accepled.

BILL NORTON
MAIL BID SALES
PQ Box 5525-E
Little Rock, AR 72215-5525
(501) 224-8559

UPDATE

(New stamps, corrections, withdrawals from sale) -

New stamps

3T2X—Plate 2 of the 3¢ Conesoga Wagon un-
u %]ed. Rolls of 3,000. Aprii 23, (Rabinowiuz)
B May 9. (Schulman)

17T1-Plawe | of the 17¢ Electoe Auto, un-
apgged. (Found by Cibulsikas in his own stock.
Emst reports that his untagged Plaie | is on Paper [
and what he believed to be an untagged Plawe 2 on
Paper II. See article in this issue. Reporis of any
find of 4n untagged Flate | on Papez | are request-
ed))

18T13—Plate 13 of the 12¢ Surrey. Imperforats
strip of 4. Plaie number split. Mauhew Benneu
NAPEX auction. Previously unknown imperforate.

20F9-—Plate 9 of the 20¢ Flag over the Supreme
Court. Blue union of fag printed in gray (using
black ink)., Reported by Youngbload in Linn's,
Confirmed by BEP.

29F1V—"Toledo brown” on Plate 1| of the 29¢
Flag over Mt. Rushmore. Rolls of 100, [ndisns in
Apnl. {Dr. Rabinowiz)

29F2i—Plate 2 of the 29¢ Flag over M. Rush-
meore on solid-tagging prephosphored (Lenz) paper.
Roll of 3,000. Apnl gl. {Previously known only

from used stamps on commercial cover (TPN
March 16992, Page 42)] {Leduc)

29F6i—Plate 6 of the 29¢ Flag over Mt. Rush-

Dealer Ed Denson loses
in primary, returns to PNCs

PNC dealer Ed Denson, who ran in the
California primary for supervisor of
Humboldt County, came in fourth. Oniy
the two top candidates went on to the No-
vember election.

Denson said he was cleaning up cam-
paign material and getting his stamp
business back in shape to fill orders and
resume trading. O

I MORE ADLETS l

GAEAT AMERICANS

MARGIN COPY cverall tagged 15¢ Cody ({0 show un-

laggea araa), $1.00 eacn, dlocks of 4, $4.50. Non-
margin singles, 20¢ each. Prephosphored or block
lagged 23¢ Cassatt, 40 cents each. Prephosphored $1
Hopkins, $1,50 each, Prephosphored 55 Hret Harte,
%6 each. Looking for untagged and overall tagged
Great Americans, Make offer, Esrat, FOB 21030,
Shaker Heights, OH 44120). (4-82)

LAST-CHANCE SALE

All but 40 copies of the 1991 PNC Cataleg
have been sold. I'd like to get rid of these
last few copies, so | am offering TPN
readers a deal:

$12.50 postpaid
($13.38 In Qhlo)
Get them while they last!

STEVE ESRATI
PQ Box 20130

Shaker Heights, OH 44120

mare on solid-lagging prephcsphored (Lenz) paper.
Roll of 500. (Previously known only in reils of
3,000) Salt Lake City. (Clark)

29F1¥—"Taledo brawn" on Plate 7 of the 29¢
Flag over M:t. Rushmore. Rolls of 100. Des
Moines. lows, in April, (Davis)

29F1X—Plate | of the 29¢ Flag Over the White
House. Rells of 100. April 14. {(Rabinowitz)

29F2X—Plate 2 of the 29¢ Flag Over the White
House, Rolls of 500, April 22, (Haake) Rolls of
3,000 April 25. (Haake)

29F3X—Plate 3 of the 29¢ Flag Over the While
House. Rolls of 100. April 20, (Rabinowitz)

29F4X—Plate 4 of the 29¢ Flag Cver the White
House. Rolls of 500. Apnl 21. (Karen via Haake)

29FSX—Plate 5 of the 29¢ Flag Over the White
House. Rolls of 3,000. May 18. (Rabinowitz)

29F6X—Dlate 6 of the 29¢ Flag Over the White
House. Rolls of 100, April 14, (Rabinowitz)

29FTX—Plate 7 of the 29¢ Flag Over the Whitwe
House. Rolls of 100. April 20. {Rabinowiz)

Withdrawals (all June 30, 1992.)
5T1X—5¢ Milk Wagon, rolis of 100,
LTT2X—17¢ Dog Sled, roils of 100.

29U—29¢ undenominated “F" siamp, rolls of
100 and 500,

Withdrawal corrcction

25F—25¢ Flag over Yosemite, phosphored, C
Press, rolls of 100. Oct 31, 1991. {Reported erro-
neously as block tagged on that day by TPN.)

Corrections to TPN

Page §4—On Plate 3 of the 29¢ Flag over Me.
Rusivnore the roil size was {03, not 500,

29c Mt. Rushmore

Plate #2
Solid Phosphor (Lenz) Paper

PS7 S (4ony)........ S125,
PS7 XF (5 only)...... 5115,
7 ]08.

suusnesevaneen

P57 VT
PS7 F/Vi@doniyy.. 'S 90.
From one smqcll 4nd!

Alcm Thomson
PO Box 2?1
Northwood NH 03261

Ph. 603 942-5461
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ROB’S COVER OF THE BI-MONTH

=
W. F. SCOTT
& EDGEWATER HILLSIDE
WESTPORT, CT. 06480

Name _
Address ..
City, Stata_

ARM THY
NEIGHBOR.

"Illll“llllIIlIIIIl!llIIIIIO"lllll"ll"lllllll“

EXPERIMENTAL USE—This cover featuring a 3¢ Canes-
toga Wagon from Plate 1 is tied by the earliest known
Stamford, Conn., ink-jet spray cancel, This forerunner
ink-jet was used experimentally for two days, Jan. 10
and 11, 1989, seven months before Stamford became a

Eagle and Shield miscellany

A distinct difference. in the color of the paper used for printing
A43326 Eagle and Shield stamps has been found. One paper is
white (in daylight), the other is cream colored.

The find was made at the Houston ASDA show by Eugene
Ernst while he was examining the stock of Michael Jaffe, a
Vancouver, Wash., dealer. Jaffe said he bought rolls of 500 and
3,000 in Portland, Ore., but could not remember which paper
came from which roil.

Alex Rogolsky of Anagram Hand Colored Cachets also made
one complete set of 15 E&S first-day covers. Rogolsky's covers
all have the same cachet and the lot was cousigned lo Jim
McCucker.

This indicates that FDCs bearing the scarce A32333 were creal-
ed by at least five pNCers: Ed Denson (10 covers); Bill Norton
(3}, Conrad Keydel (4), Jerry Koepp (10), and Rogoisky (1).

The total number of covers bearing A32333 is estimated at no
more than 100 by Larry Graf,

Ropolsky is considering a service in which he will prepare his
hand-colored covers with all available plate numbers.

Koepp received some damaged FDCs he had prepared when
they came back to himn from Kansas City. He replaced them by
submitting covers bearing A34424 and A34426, both of which had
not been found when the deadline for submitting FDCs expired.

Koepp sold some of those covers at $150 at the World Colum-
bian Stamp Exposition. [J

regular user of such cancels. {Cover courtesy of Ed.
Brown)

If you have a candidate for caver of the bhi-maonth, please send
a photocopy of your cover against a black background to Rob
Washburn, P.O. Box 840, Skowhegan, Maine 04976,

Plate and mat varieties—Part XL
By A.S. Cibulskas

20¢ Fire Pumper

a, Plate 2. An additional crack running upward from the “u” of
“Pumper.” This one starts from the middle of horizontal cap (as
opposed to the left edge of previous reports) of the left leg of
the “u.” (SAdams)
23¢ Lunch Wagon

a. Plate 2. White triangle at top of “A” in “USA" almost filled
by a circular blue blob centered onm the crossbar. Constant. Po-
sition not reported. (Marrelli)
25¢ Honeybee

a. Plate 2. An apparently unintended black wavy line in the

top right corner of the clover leaf a1 bottom of stamp. Perhaps
caused by extrane- v RN

ou$ matter on inta-
glio plate, but mul-
tiple examples
from about 10
rolls, all identical,
argue against this,
Constant at 2R.
(Keller)

BLACK WAVE—Comgputer-enhanced crawing of black line
on green eaf.
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Gravured Circus Wagon due in *93

Sometimes racking down a rumor pays
off.

F. Juseph Coveney heard that the
Postai Service had alerted post offices
about a gravured 5¢ Circus Wagon 1o
be printed in rolls of 12,000.

When the Media Relations Office of
USPS was questioned about this, the toll
size and the design were confirmed, but,
said Art Shealy, the stamp will probably
not be issued until next year.

Robin Menard of the same office told
TPN that UsPs had never asked BEP to
print the stamp. A published report had
said that BEP had refused to print it, but
under the agreement between USPS and
BEP, BEP was to print no rolls larger than
3.000.

Since the most probable user of a 5¢
unprecanceled coil in such large rolls is
the Disabled American Veterans, and
since DAV uses the stamps in multiples on
franked return envelopes, chances are
that the stamp will be tagged. This would
be an exception lo the policy of leaving
stamps of 8¢ or less untagged.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz reponts that
DAV has heen splicing rolls of 3,000 to-
gether to make rolls of 12,000 for its ma-
chinery. Such splices have not been
found by collectors.

In the past, the Postal Service has not
announced DAV special issues. (For a list-
ing, see TPN, November 1991, Page
112.) It is to be hoped that the new stamp
will be made available to collectors when
issped. Collectors have never found the
2¢ Locomotive from rolls of 10,000 and
it took more than six months © find the
untagged 5¢ Circus Wagon.

Untagged 10¢ stamps

Conrad Keydel was preparing first-
day covers at the World Columbian
Stamp Exposition (WCSE) when a uv
lamp was being passed around. He no-
ticed that the 10¢ value in the Columbus
souvenir sheets had been left untagged
along with all other values below 10¢.

Earlier, Ken Moreau had found a
sheet of untagged 10¢ Red Cloud
stamps.

The 10¢ Columbus was intentionally
untagged, according to its printer, Ameri-
can Bank Note.

But according 1o the Stamp Manufac-
turing Division of usPs, the Red Cloud
stamp has been issued on prephosphored
paper since last year and was never inten-
tionally issned untagged. That makes
Moreau’s find an untagged error.

Asked whether there had been a change
in the policy on leaving stamps with a

face value up o &e¢ untagged, Valerie
Welch of the usps Media Relations

Office, said: “What does ‘tagging’

mean?”

Thompson consigne her stock

When Al Haake advertised his special
on Plates 3 and 4 of the precanceled
10.9¢ Hansem Cab in Linn’s, he revealed
that he had been given another dealer’s
retail stock on consignmenL.

The deaier was Edith Diane Thomp-
son, who ventured into retailing oniy two
years ago after a long and fruitful stint as
a digger-upper of scarce plate numbers,
which she wholesaled to dealers,

Thompson told Haake she was oo busy
in her full-ime job (she is a lawyer for
the U.S. Treasury) o be able to devole
the necessary time to the selling of PNCs.

E&S hunt (continued)

The hunt for the two missing numbers
(A12113 and A33334) and the scarce num-
ber (A32333) of the 10¢ Eagle and
Shield brought back some of the pio-
neering spirit we saw in the early days of
PNCS.

Deaters Jerry Koepp and Hank Kar-
en and collector James Perry appear
to have written to every philatelic coun-
ter in the country in their search for these
elusive stamps. Meanwhile, Dr. Rabino-
witz went cne step further. He wrole o
accountable paper offices.

Meanwhile, Dr. Rabinowitz has seen
the uncpened letter from American Ex-
press found in a Texas post office waste
basket with A33334 on i,

In his attempts o track down the stamp,
Dr. Rabinowitz went to extensive efforts
with American Express and with the
mailer who sent out the letters. He struck
out.

Quake shakes up Dengon

Dealer Ed Denson was broadcasting
his regular Saturday radio show on April
25 when the northern California earth-
quake struck. It moved the studio walls
six inches, but the program stayed on the
air. Denson said the first quake did little

damage at his spread in Alderpoint, about
50 miles from the epicenter of the quake,
which registered 6.9 on the Richter scale.

But the first aftershock, which struck in
the middle of the night, shook up his

house, doing considerable damage and
waking up Denson and his wife, Mary
Alice. They were unhurt,

Mate 2 Rushmores found

mint on Lenz paper

George Leduc found about 55 num-
bered strips from Sleeve 2 of the 29¢
Flag over Mt. Rushmore in a post office
vending machine that were printed on the
unmottled prephosphored paper we have
been calling Lenz paper, after its original
finder, Joann Lenz.

Lenz also found her swips in a vending
machine and fed it quarters until the ma-
chine ran out.

Leduc and Alan Thomson scoured the
area around the New England post office
where Leduc made his find, but could
find no more such strips.

At the PNC? meeting at WCSE, a collec-
tor reported finding Plate 6 Lenz-paper
stamps in a Chicago post office’s vending
machine and offered maps on how io
reach the spot.

The existence of stamps from Sleeve 2
on such paper had been confirmed previ-
ously only on commercial covers (by
Lenz kerself).

Freebies for PNC3ers

Thomson and Leduc gave everyone at-
tending the New England regional meet-
ing of PNC? unnumbered pairs of 29¢
Rushmores showing Lenz tagging.

Kim Cuniberti spoke on "How I got
started collecting PNCs” and Rob Wash-
burn, president of PNC3, spoke on com-
mercial covers and EKUS.

Nonstamps {or sale at USPS

Stamps etc. catalog, the redesigned
Philatelic Catalog that first appeared in
May, stiil Lists two precanceled 23¢ Flag
stamps that do not exist.

The items are not the 23¢ stamps the
catalog calls “23¢ USA Presort.”

As reporred here in the last issue, the



stamps will not be released uni}f 1993
and are not the 23¢ Flag stamps 1ssued in
1992.

USPS catalog terms are wrong

Don't be fooled by the description of
Item T1043, the 23¢ Mary k, in the
May-June issue of Stamps, etc., the new
catalog from USPS. The description says
“overall tagged,” but the stamp is pre-
phosphored and unmottled,

On the $1 Johns Hopkins (Item
N1050), the paper is prephosphored and
motled. The description says “Prephos-
phorus paper.” Ttem 1090, the block-
tagged Hopkins, is described as “Panes
of 20."

The descriptions for the $5 Bret Harte
also leaves something to be desired. The
black-tagged stamp (Item 0094) is de-
scribed as “Panes of 20.” The new solid-
ly prephosphored version (liem N094) is
described as “L-Perf.” The prephos-
phored Hart, however, shows that it was
run through the Eureka stroke perforatar
and has a lovely harrow perforation.

To test the Kansas Cily cave, an order
was placed for 2¢ Mary Lyon, d¢ Fa-
ther Flanagan, and 5¢ Luis Munoz
Marin, in the hope of obtaining the un-
tagged versions. No such luck! All were
block tagged.

There are overall-tagged Mufioz Ma-
rins, but they were not shipped by the
cave, Neither were the 10¢ Red Clouds.
All were block tapged.

The 15¢ Buffalo Bill Cody, however,
amved with overall tagging, clearly
shown by untagged margins.

The bill for the Flanagans said “phos.”

Items 7925A and 7926A, “23¢ USA
Presart" coils were not sent. A note said
issuance was deferred until 1993,

The 52¢ Hubert Humphrey has solid
prephosphoring, while the 29¢ Earl
Warren and 35¢ Dennis Chavez have
mottling.

Dr. Bob® crystal ball

In the 1970s and 1980s, Dr. Rabinowitz
put out a stamp investment newsletter
An old subscriber recently sent back a
May 1981 newsletter (written before Dr.
Rabinowitz had ever seen a PNC) in
which laying aside plate number coil
strips was recommended as a good in-
vestment.

Dr. Rabinowitz did not know then what
the best way 10 save these would be, so
he urged subscribers to lay away sirips of
three with the number on the middle
stamp.

No new USPS order

American Bank Note had not received
an order to reprint Eagle and Shields or
to print the gravured Circus Wagon when
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...and news from the WCSE

Continued from Page 63

rolls (20 strips of each number) with
Plates 3 and 4 of the 20¢ Consumer.

The question raised as to why anyone
would save such a hoard and not know
how 10 dispose of it © better advantage
(the wholesale buying price of the entire
lot should have topped $40,000) was an-
swered by Frank Marrelli.

“My theory is that the guy ran a small
business or professional office that
bought and used stamps and deducted
them from taxes as costs. He put aside a
few rolls each year for himself. His intent
was 10 sell them when he retired, or
something, thereby taking some money
out of the business on which he wouldn’t
pay taxes.”

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz noted that the
seller would have dore better taking the
money out each year, paying laxes on it,
and then investing the funds (for more
than 10 years) in a tax-free municipal-
bond mutnal fund,

It was left unsaid that he would have
done still better by looking up the stamps
in a catalog.

Two numbers per PNC

Stamp Venturers had a display of the
coil stamps of the future: its test stamps
with an accounting number on the gum
of every 10th stamp.

Untagged, unnumbered test stamps
were distributed free to all cormers and
came with what looked like a joint line
between each stamp. The coils were used
to align perforating and rouletling equip-
ment. (Stamp Venturers uses a proprie-
tary stroke perforator.)

The accounting numbers allow a postal
clerk to determine guickly how many
stamps are left on a roll. They wouid run
sequentially from 10 to 11,990.

West German coils have used such
numbers since 1954, but on every fifth
stamp.

If such numbers end up on PNCs, they
would move across the roll in reiation to
the plale numbers and it would probably
be most desirable to obtain a strip of 10
with the PNC strip at one end and the ac-
counting number at the other. One wouid
then fold the last two stamps over 1o
show the accounting number together
with the PNC strip.

Lighthouse blinks quickly
Lighthouse Publications acts fast. At
least that’s what we would like to think.
In our last issue, the shortwave UV lamp
from Lighthouse was criticized for leak-

ing 100 much longwave UV. Al the show,
Lighthouse was offering an adapter that
absolutely prevented the problem.

Tested by a group of PNC tagging spe-
cialists, the Lighthouse lamp fitted with
the adapter easily distinguished between
the two types of prephosphored paper.

(An advantage of the battery-operated
Lighthouse lamp over the similar and
equally effective Scott lamp is that one
can Tun the Lighthouse lamp across a ta-
ble covered with stamps and pick out the
ones one is Jooking for. The Scolt lamp
regnires that one place it on the stamp
and look through, slowing searches.)

The filter in the adapter was made by
Schott und Genossen, a highly respected
German optical company.

According to Wemer Tinnemeier of
Lighthouse, the compiete Lighthouse
lamp will sell at a price that is competi-
tive with that of the Scott lamp. The
adapter zlone lists at about $37.

Quick 1akes from WCSE

It has become an unwritten iradition,
but the victims don't really like it. At the
shows over the past few years, BENC col-
lectors tend to congregate around the
booth of a PNC dealer. At WCSE, Koepp
had to ask the PNC fans to make room for
customers. But how do you meet your
friends at a show with so many visitors?

At a regional meeting of the Plate Num-
ber Coil Coilectors Club (PNCY), several
collectors showed that the Plate 3 strips
of the 29¢ Flag over the White House
had incomplete plate numbers. Because
Chicago has no active PNC? core, the De-
trott crew tan the meeting—Detroit-style,
with lots of door prizes.

Ken Lawrence’s updated pnC slide
show was shown at that meeting and at a
prior seminar hosted by the Bureau [s-
sues Association. It is now an APS slide
show and includes new photos taken by
Richard Nazar.

Stu Kusinitz of Fall River Stamp &
Coin Co. (PO Box 1650, Fall River, MA
02722) has a price list (*U.S. Oddball™)
that includes some of the perforation va-
rieties of the Great Americans Series,

William S. Langs had a booth at the
show where he was selling imperforate
PNCs in strips of six. Some sample prices:
5S¢ Canoe, 52,750; 8.4¢ Wheel Chair,
54,500. His May-July price list is yours
for a SASE from PO Box 46, New Mil-
ford, NJ 07646.

In writing dealers, piease mention the
fact that you got their addresses from The
Plate Numnber, the bimonthly journal of
PNCs. O]
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Tagging types

Block tagging

Overall tagging

Prephosphored
(Mottled tagging)

Prephosphored
(Solid tagging)

Covers only a portion of the
stamp design, usually
leaving the perforated areas
untagged.

Derived from Wayne
Youngblood's arlicle in
Linn's, Jan. 6, 1992,

Arranged by Eugene
Kiehlmeier, 1832 W, 26th
St., Erie, PA 16508

(814) BE64-6437

Ediled and revised by Joann
Lenz and the PNG Study
Group: Alan Thomson,
Eugens Emst, Stephen
Esrali, Ken Lawrence, and
Wayne Youngblood

1. Applied to stamps after
image is printed.

2. Under LV light, when
held at a slight angle from
the lamp, stamps have a
tagging glare somewhat
obscuring the printing.
Selvage is untagged,

3. Tagging stops shor of
selvage (in sheats) but
covers the entire siamp,
incivding perforations.

Taggant is [aid down aver
the printed image.

1. Tagging is appiied hafore
paper reaches printer.

2. Under UV light, image
appears dark and without
tagging glare, no matter
how paper is held or turned.
Sheet seivage is tagged.

3. Finished paperis coated
with zinc orthosilicate
before printing.

4. Under LV light, tagging is
motiied and splotchy in
appearance and surface is
slightly rough.

5. Slamps have z brighter
appearance. Used on 25¢,

and 2%¢ Flags and some
Great Americans.

Printed image is laid down
over the tagqing.

1. Tagging apptied befors
paper reaches printer.

2. Under UV light, image
appears dark and without
lagging glare, no matter
how paper is held orturned.
Sheet selvage (s tagged.

3. Finished paper is coated
with zinc orthosilicate
befare printing.

4, Under UV light, tagging is
crisp, unifarm, and bright.
Paper is smooth and
appears to have a coated
surface similar tc that used
for ofiset-intaglio stamps.

5. Known sa far only on
Sleeves 2 and 6 of the 29¢
Rushmore {Lenz papar),
23¢ Lunch Wagon, and
some Greal Americans.

Printed image is laid dawn
over tha fagging.

Tagging and perforﬂiun varieties of Great Americans Series (updated through June 15, 1992)

Scott  Stamp L/Overall Harrow/block  Harrow/overall  Harrow/phosphored  Harrowjuntagged

1844 1¢ Dix L A

2169 2¢ Mary Lyon X

1A 4¢ Flznagan X X

273 5¢ Mufioz Marin X X

276 10¢ Red Cloud X E E

2178 15¢ Cody X X

1862 20¢ Truman L E E

1853 22¢ Auduben L E

28 23¢ Cassalt X X X

k<] 25¢ London 3

2183 25¢Londony E

1864 30¢ Laubach L £

1867 39¢ Clark L E

1358 40¢ Gilbweth L £

2186 40¢ Chenrault £ Et

2188 454 Cushing X X

1869 50¢ Nimitz L= £ £

21844 51 Hopkins X X Et

2196 £ Harle by X
Symbais usad in this chart:

L =L-periorator 10.9x10.9 A= APressin-line bull's-eve 11.2% 11.2
X = Slamp exists, exact details st unavailable
¥ $5 booklet only. The $1.50 and $3 bookets are block tagged and peroraled in-line on Goebel booklet-making equipment 100 x 9.75
% Printed on the -8 cumency press. Tagged off press.  Not confimmed by minl copy.
Reports are urgently neeaded on appearance of praphosphered stamps (mottled or solid)
Data first compiiad for Linn’s World Stamp Almmasc by Wayne L. Youngblond. Updated by Younghlood and Alan Thomsen.

£ = Eureka off-press bull's-eye 11,25 112




Tagging breaks on Cottrell Press PNCs (updated but unchanged through May 8, 1992)
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Cat. Wo. | BL 5L aL aL 2 TIL 1 A 3 1] TS ToR
M2 BSb { BSh JiBChSHBOH Ji Symbals, abbreviations
26 B Stb @Sb J I BGI SILEBCH J
218 B Stb BClhe t§ Blx J ;le:nm('.‘,vt‘;;sh::n bc:l:;u I'::
o ESih 8Cibc J} B Cibe J seen. Clis and s
51 8 5lb B 5lb Stb Clip and scrow locations:
512 B Slb B Stb sib ety DeboRCAm: i
513 BSh BSbJ | BCH J§BCh BCb J vl - c=compl
514 BSb 8SthJd | BCH JIBCH BCH J

i = J = 2 junction of four mats has
5.213 1381% basn found at this location.
5215 jBsI% This i aren & 1 hofizontal

& break PLUS & vertical break.

17TH BCi ach J ,
712 acw Jiach J % = exisls wilh Sb, but Aol in
17713 BCh J 8Chbc J§ BCx J a numbersd slrp.
1774 BCH BCle J§ BCbc J sl

PS/ — |

3L |2 [ L 1R

| 2R

TAGGING

Notes to above chart
17T4, 3R found used as s PS/4.

1 positi iven b
not by perforation. iL is the samp
with the piate number.

This chant devetoped and updated
by Eugene R. Ernst. Pleass report
new finds to him at 15522 Windy)
Cove, Houston, TX 77035, Plcase in-
clude a diagram showing how you
COUnE position.

Overall tagging

(snly o mils wham tha tagging brask Is
congtant and oass nol "walk')

4TIRI (W) 2L, %R

4T1X (on ramps) (W) 1107, 8L, 7L,
6L, 212, 1L, 3R, 3R,
TR, 9R1, 10R?

120, 11L, 0L, BL,
L. 6L, 5L, 4L, 3L,
2L, 1L, Line, 1R, IR,
3R, 6R. 4R, 98, 10K,
1R, 1ZR

1L oL, AL, L,
SL, 5L, 4L7, 2L, 1L,
IR, 12R

124, 1L, 1L, 9L,
BL, 7L, 6L, 3L, 4L,
3L, 2, 1L, Line, 1R,
2N, 3R, 4R, SR, 6R,
SR, IR

207X 12/

STt 12L, 11L

# 5ST1Y Circus Wagon ia confirmed
with only one break in 52 stamps.
“W* indicates that a "walking” 1ag-
ging break has also boen reporied.
This means s break can be found on
all poritions.
A question mark indicates that the re-

4T1X (on perfs)

mye

ported  position has not  been
confamed.

Untagged stripe
across top or bottom
4TIRi Top
STIY Top, botiom
15T2i Tep, botiom
$1TL Top, bottom
Ernst welcomes new reports.

Questions raised on phosphored papers

In view of Eugene Kiehl-
meier's table on the opposite
page, there are guestions that
still need to be resolved.

Originally, the right rwa col-
umns of Gene's chart called
these papers “phosphor coar-
ed™ and “prephosphored.”

Alan Thomson took excep-
tion to that terminology:

Calling only the Lenz paper

prephosphored doesn't make

any sansa at all. All the pa-
pers that are tagged before
thay reach the printer are

“praphosphered” in the eyas

cf USPS and BEP, and that la-

tel doesn't reaily tell us any-
thing from a philatslic view-
peint. Calling cns type “pre-
phosphored” and net calling
the cthars “pre” ignores the
simple fact that the paper
makers/processors are doing
the tagging befors the prod-
uct reaches ths orinter Both

(all) these papers are “pre,”

or none is.

As you can see, we have
gone to “Prephosphored—
mottled tagging” and "Pre-
phosphored—solid  tagging”
instead.

Thus, we are going by what
we see, not by what we are
told,

But we have also been told,
by a spokeperson for Stamp
Verturers who has been at the
paper mill and seen the pro-
cess that all prephosphored
papers are coated with tag-
gant.

Incidentally, it is no longer
accurate 10 call the moitled
lagging the result of a process
in which the 1agging is shaved
off after the tagging is laid on
the paper as a coating. Ac-

cording to Wayne Young-
blood, all tapging gets a
shave.

Youngblood also believes
now that the coating is not in
the paper sizing of the paper
in which we see it as solid.

At a PNC* meeting ai the
World Columbian Stamp Ex-
position, Ken Lawrence ob-
jected to the “shaving” idea
and said mottling is probabiy
the resuit of colandering.

Ancther concern is  ex-
pressed by Eugene Ernst. He
has examples of Lenz paper
on Plates 2 and & of the 29¢
Flag over Mi. Rushmore as
well as a strip from Plate 6
which he was given by Joann
Lenz at STaMpsHOW in Phil-
adeiphia.

“Comparing the three strips
side-by-side, I can see no dif-
ference in paper or tagging,”
he said. “Comparing the
Rushmores to the 23¢ Lunch
Wagon (the only other solid
1agging), | see differences in
the paper color, thickness,
gum, and tagging (using =2
Scout UV lamp).

"Question: What other issue
was the Lenz paper used for?
I have loaked through my col-
lecion—coils, regulars, com-
memoratives— and { cannot
find a match.”

That's the problem. Nobody
else has found Lenz paper
used for anything else, either
(Although the 52¢ Hubert
Humphrey appears to be on
L.enz paper, ton,)

So, Ernst asks, “Was this

some sort of test paper?” We
don’t know.

Which raises two points:

» These rteferences 1o the
uniqueness of Lenz paper are
based on the color of the tag-
ging in Uv, which is greenish
yellow, The Lunch Wagon
tagging is bluish. Youngblood
believes the differences may
be in the tpgant, not the
paper.

= Rich Nazar has been iold
by the paper companies that
when they bid for contracts,
they supply 10 rolls of sample
paper, which BEP is free to
use. That would put Emst's
“test paper” into the catepory
of a sample.

Nobody has yet volunteered
10 do the sort of work on Flag
papers that Nazar did with the
Transportation  Series. His
method was 10 get the infor-
mation from all sources, in-
cluding the paper manufactur-
ers. Anyone desiring o start
this line of research would en-
rich ail of us.

But Emst makes another
point, also as a question:
“Could the Lenz paper be a
variety of the Lunch Wagon
paper?”

Youngblood believes it is.

Our theories on the two pa-
pers now are as follows:

+ Lenz paper may be sam-
pies supplied to BEP.

» Lenz paper may have been
colandered differenily.

=The two papers may be
from different vendors and
meet the same specs. T}
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Roll sizes, 29¢ Hugnmnre Flag
1100 i 3,000

2 100, 500, 3,000 7 100

20 3,000 § 500

3100 5 100

4 100 A11111 10,000

§ 500, 3,000 A22211 10,000

6 500. 3,000 2i, Bi on Lanz paper

Rall sizes, 29¢ White House
100 5 3,000

1

2 100, 500 6 100

3 100, 500, 3,000 7 100

4 500

anoe) Y1585, 25¢ Yogemiie Flag

1P 500*, 3,000* 3,000

28 500, 3,000 <8 100

2P 500°, 3,000, oP 100
10,000 10P 100

38 100, 504, 3,000 11P 100

4B 100, 500, 3,000 13P 100

5B 100 14P 100

5P 100 - 15P 100

6P 100 B=Block

7B 100 PaPhosghar

7P 100 *='P' on label

10 Roll sizes, qu Fll&g

1

2100, 500, 3,000 11 500

3 100,500 12 100

4 100, 500 13 500

5 500 14 100, S00
6 500 14P 500, 3,000
8 10 P=Pracancel

g 100

Stephen G. Esrati
P. O. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Correction
Requested

|F BOX IS CHECKED
YOUA SUBSCRIPTION
HAS EXPIRED

Roll sizes, 22

1100 oll sizes, 15 I?c?ﬂ.ga.noo

2 100,500, 3,000 14 00, 3,000

310 15§00, 3,000

4 500,3,000 16 500, 3,000

5 100 17 100

6 500,3,000 19 100

7 100 19 100

a 100 20 100

10 100, 500, 3.000Q 21 500, 3,000

1100 22 100

12 100 1T 100, 3,000
Rol} sizes, 1 la

1 ’ Bsc ﬁoa?soo.a,mu

2 100, 500, 3,000 E 100,500

3 300 7 100

4 100,500

Nates ta mll-size tables

The accompanying tables are largely
compiled by Alan Thomson. New infor-
mation comes from the large Iot of roils
of 500 sold at the World Columbian
Stamp Exposition (See Page 63).

Additionai data has been supplked by
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, who said that in
his experience most rolls of 500 also ex-
isted as roils of 3,000. Such rolls of
3,000, however, have not been entered
unless he specically recatied having such
rolls. 3

Rushmore is out;
White House is in

Printing has stopped on the 29¢ Flag
Over Mt Rushmore, according w a
spokesperson at the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing.

When TPN leamed of this, only Plates
1 through 9 were known by collectors.

According to BEP, the 29¢ Flag Over
the White House replaces the Rushmore
as the definitive coil.

American Bank Note Co., which made
a Rushmore coil of 10,000 by gravure,
has not yet been asked to make a large
coil of the White House.

BEP alsa reported that it is still testing
the new F Press, which was first reporied
in TPN in Juiy 1991,

If no new Rushmore numbers are
found, the stamp will have the second
fewest plate numbers among Flag
slamps.

The 18¢ Flag had seven plates; the 20¢
Flag, 13; the 22¢ Flag, 21, and the 25¢
Flag, 14. Because of the two tagging
styles used on the Yosemites, there are 22
collectible plate numbers.

Seven plates of the White House are
known. J
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