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Eagle and Shields pose challenge

By Stephen G. Esrati

The 10¢ Eagle and Shield (E&S)
stamps, officiaily issued Dec. 13, were
known with five combinations of plate
numbers even before their official day of
issue.

Ken Lawrence prepared a cover as ear-
ly as Dec. 6 with the numbers “Al11112."

As of Jan, 13, the subcontractor doing
the printing had reported 14 plate-
rncmber combinations to American Bank
Note Co., the primary contractor.

Guilford Gravure, the subcontracior,
told ABN's Kelly Keogh that up to that
ume a minimum of fonr million stamps
had been printed from each combination.

Unfortunately, the compilation by Guil-
ford Gravure was not quite complete.
Collectors had found stamps with
*A21113," but these were not reported by
Guilford to ABN.

Keogh said the total order for 10¢ E&S
stamps was 922 million, an order she
termed “huge.”

Publicity was late

The day of issue was two days after the
Postal Service’s big “unveiling” of all
1992 stamps at a Washington news con-
ference. Two days before that unveiling,
my wife and 1 attempted to visit the
Office of Stamps and Philatelic Market-
ing 1o obtain the E&S news release. The
guard at Postal Headquaners, which oc-

Please turn to Page 29

Flood causes numbering change

A slight change has become necessary in the numbering system used in The PNC
Catalog.

Because there is such a plethora of stamps with multiple plate numbers, some be-
ing printed by the private sector and thus getting an identifying letter in front of
the numbers, the PNC Catalog numbers got oo complex.

The correct descriptive for the 10¢# Eagle and Shield—an undenominated precan-
cel—is 10UA11111P,

That identifies it as an undenominated stamp (the *U") with a face value of 10
cents (the “10"). The “A11111" is the complete plate number as seen on a stamp, in-
cluding American Bank Note Co.'s “A.” The trailing “P" identifies the stamp as a
precancel.

To make it a bit easier, Rich Nazar and Steve Esrati decided to put a space be-
tween the first two elements and the plate number.

Thus, we will use 10U A11111P, setting off the denomination and the series on one
side of the space and the piate number on the other.

That means that 2o0M §2222, the denominated 29¢ Flower with the numbers
“52222,” will refer to the first, rouletted, version of the stamp; the perforated ver-
sion is termed 29M §2222i.

Finally: A perforated 29¢ Flower

The perforated version of the rouletted
29 USA

29¢ Flower was to be released March 3
in Rochester, N.Y., in rolls of 3,000.

However, as in most 1991 U.S. stamps,
the stamps were available before the re-
lease date. Jerry and Barb Koepp of
Stamps "0’ Swff in West Des Moines,
Iowa, obtained rolls with the plate num-
bers “52222" about Jan. 10,

And Ron Maifeld, a Cincinnati magi-
cian, saw rolls with that number about
the same time.

The stamp, according to a Postal Ser-

vice spokesman, was printed because
some businesses do not want 1o use a flag

stamp, firdirg it “too patriotic.”
“We need to meet customer require-
ments,” the spokesman added. “The

Flower stamp is a high revenue generator

for the Postal Service. We sell a lot of
them.”

On the Flower, gravure printing was
successful, uniike the case of the unfortu-

nate conversion to gravure from the inta-
glio-engraved 29¢ Flag Over Mt. Rush-

more.

Rolls of 3,000 had to be perforated,
rather than rouletted, because many ma-

jor mailers use machines to puot the
Please turn to Page 27



—

124 | The Plate Number, March 1992

ON EARLY RELEASES

Wayne Youngblood, a member of the PNC Study Group,
has been taking pot shots at me in Linats over an article
wrote in Stamp Collector.

My Sept. 14 article reported that Assistant Postmaster
General Gordon C. Morrison had said:

[Tlhat in reaction to stamp shortages cxpericnced ac
many U.S. post offices after the mate chanpe, postmasters
were instructed that when a denomination of stamps is
not available at postal counters, they arc allowed to open
those packages of yer-to-be-issued stamps marked “Do nat
open until...”

A week later, Morison denied having said this. He said he
had told me at STaMpsHOW ’91 in Philadelphia that the
first day of issue for any stamp was to be determined not
by when the lase post offices received their shipments of a
new stamp but by when the first post office got the stamps.
Morison has stuck w that explanation since.

I believe he said what [ attributed ta him.

Hete’s the most recent comment from Younghlood, wha
noted in a Dec. 30 Linn’s article that 23 stamps were re-
leased early in 1991, His article included the following:

To further complicate martters, a story widely circulated
in another philatelic weekly wrongly quoted Gordon Mor-
ison as swrting it was acceptable to release stamps before
theit intended date. Several postal clerks are known to
have acred based on this misinformation.

I cannot say for surc that [ was right or wrong in my
original report. I believe my report was accurate. Further,
after Morison’ letter to the editor appeared in Stamp Col-
lecror, Dr. Robert Rabinowicz wrote a reply to Morison,
which appeared in the issue of Nov, 2

Steve Esrati has been maligned recently regarding his re-
porting of a conversation with ... Morison. Mr. Esrati re-
ported thar the Postai Service was sanctioning the release
of new issues before the official First Day of Issue.

] was present and participated in this discussion, which
tock place alongside Stu Kusiniczs boorh. ...

While Mr. Morison didn't make any dogmatic policy
statements, it was clear from his comments that he knew
about and supported the sale of denominations before the
official first day of issue if the postmaster in charge could
not function effecrively without doing so.

I came away without any doubt that Morison condoned
this for the past and for the futuze.

No notice has appeared in The Postal Bulletin to author-
ize early release of stamps. This would be the normal way
for Morison ro disseminate such a grave change in policy.

Of the 23 early releases listed by Youngblood, 20 were
sold before my articlke was published. I rather doubr thar
my article could be blamed for the early release of the oth-
er three, including five 10¢ Eagle and Shield plate num-
bers. Meanwhile, the perforated 29¢ Flower coil was avail-
able more than six weeks before its first day. sge

Letters to the editor
All lewers are welcome. TPN reserves the right to edit and condense jet-
ters, 1o print them as bylined anicles, or to reject them. For the sake of efhi-
| ciency, readers are urged lo write to PO, Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH
| 44120. TPN will forward letters to the proper awthorities for replies. Un-
| signed replies are by Steve Estati,
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WHAT MORISON SAID

When the 23¢ Flag was announced for release Sept. 27 in
Philatelic Release 88, the following paragraphs deait with the
new procedure for first days:

As was the case with stamps issued during the e
change last winter, the first day of issue for this item is
scheduled 1o coincide with reccipt of the stamps in the
Erst post offices in the diseribution process instead of the
last offices. Therefore, it will be about one month before
the 25¢ Presarted First-Class stamps are available in all
post offices.

“We first adopted this method of setting first day [of] is-
sue dates during the most recent rate change,” says Assist-
ant Postmaster General Gordon C. Morison, Philawelic
and Retail Services Department. “In previous rate changes,
we received complaints internally and externally abouc
stamps in our vaults that could not be sold because the
first day of issue had not arrived,

“Our traditional method of setring first day of issue
dates was based on the receipt of stamps at the last post
offices in the distribution chain. Meanwhile, the first
offices in the chain had stamps thar were vieally needed
but could nor be sold. Wich this method of establishing
firse day of issue dates, we've solved that problem.”

Morison recently explained the procedural change at
STaMpsHOW '91 in Philadelphia. #

WHAT YOUNGBLOOD SAID

Wayne Youngblood was asked to reply to the editorial,

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on your editori-
al regarding my picces in Linn's abour early releases of
1991 stamps. 1 seldem answer criticisms, but I feel this is
an exception.

I also reccived a fairly nasty letter from David Schiller,
who was then editor of Stamp Collector.

It was never my intention to take potshots. If that had
been my intent, | would have named both you and Stamp
Collector, rather than “a story widely circulated in another
philatelic weekly.”

The rtruch of the matter is that you misinterpreted casual
comments made by Gordon Morison, and Stamp Collector
compounded the problem by not checking the facts before
publishing.

A major USPS policy change, announced during a casual
conversation, is a serious charge. Such news spreads quick-




ly—whether it is truc or unfounded. In this case it was un-
founded. Responsible journalism dictates chat such charges
be confirmed. This was not done by you or your Szamp
Collzctor editor.

You and Bob Rabinowitz are correct. I was not present at
Stu Kusinizzs STaMpsHOW booth when you spoke with
Gordon. However, [ did have rwo conversations with Gor-
don during the four-day show, One of these talks was even
in your presence, Steve.

During both conversations 1 specifically asked Gordon
whether therc had been a policy change regarding fiese-day
releases. Gordon's responses, both times, was absolutely
consistent. He knew about some of the early releases, pri-
marily from my storics on the subject. Gordon understood
why postal clerks were releasing stamps early, but in no
way condoned the practice, and at no time did he author-
ize the early releases,

When an incorrect story regarding a major policy change
that never took place is published, the news travels quickly.
[ have had to answer numerous letters on the subject—
including at least two from postal clerks who had acted on
Stamp Collector's misinformation. This is why I had to ad-
dress the rumor in print.

As journalists of record, we must be accurate. We must
constantly check our facts before publicadion. This is vital.

Leﬁ. ers: Who needs strips

longer than a triplet?

I still prefer to collect strips of three, as in my judgment
there is absolutely no logical reason to have one addicional
and totally unnecessary stamp at each end of the strip. The
middle stamp coneains the plate number, and in the early
days contained the joint line. When peaple became aware
of the joint line, linc pairs became a novel collecting
theme; again, all chat was nceded was a pair—not four or
six, etc. Now, all that’s really required is a strip of three—
not five or seven ad nauseam.

With respect to the defunct precancels, I certainly could
sec the reasoning behind collecting longer strips, what with
the variations in precancel gaps, so [ made the decision to
collect my precancels in the longer strip. [ have no regrets,
but there is obviously a great deal of peer pressure nowa-
days to collect everything in strips of at least five. [ guess
the reasoning for this is to “srandardizc” the collection, but
it certainly doesn’t make sense logically, as precancels and
unprecanceled issues are two distincdy different things.

One more thing: [ note in the 1991 PNC Catalog that
there are no prices listed for Plate 5 of the 5.2¢ Sleigh with
a line gap. I happen to have one, and now begin to wonder
whether the reason for the omission is that they had not
been reported previously.

George Kuhn
Fruitland Park, Fla.

In reply: These strips were priced in the 1990 catalog at
$6G5 for a strip of three and $70 for a strip of five. Bur in
the 18 months between catalogs, the supply dried up. The
stamps are no longer available from dealers. That means
the catalog had no way to report on the market price of
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Pedro’s World of PNCs
by Pedro Orfegon, M.D

I can tell gravure from intaglic!’

‘Oh, yeah?’

Yeah. Gravure is when the men who make the
stamps forget to wipe their hands after they eat
chocolate.”

such smips. It is safe to guess that the price today, when
they are offered, would exceed 1990 caralog estimates.

Hey, it isn’t untagged after all

It is possible that David Zajac has a very light tag of
25F9. Many collectors send me stamps which—~they seem
to think—are unragged when, in fact, they are very lightly
tagged. Nevertheless, they arc a very collecrible variety and
dehinitely require a space in a specialized collection.

Please have Zajac get in touch with me.

I also feel thar these “barely” tagged smamps deserve cata-
log recognidion. They will not trip automatic canceling
machines.

H. Harry Mueggenburg
Carmichael, CA

In reply: 1 would use the Scott policy on whether to cata-
log. If even a part of a stamp has a color that is otherwise
missing, the stamp cannot be classified as a color-missing
variety. This happened with the 25¢ Honeybee with the
offset black missing but with two tiny black dots (see 1991
PNC Catalog, Page 55). Those tiny dots disqualify the
stamp as a color-missing variery under Scott’s policy. The
same would seem to apply w tagging, which, basicaily, is
just another color. Anyway, Zajac has found that his stamp
1s tagged, after all,

Extra hair on Jefferson?

Upon examining some recently purchased 29¢ gravure
M¢. Rushmore coils, I noticed whar locks to me like extra
hair on Jefferson and a shadow on his nase. Washingron
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also has some doubling. Your opinion?

Tone Kasnekaw

North Clmsted, Ohio

In reply: The pair submitted to 7PN had no plate num-

bers, so it is not possible to say which of the three brown
plates was out of alignment. (The shift in the plate number
is the easiest way to determine that) But onc brown is
definitely out of whack. This does not cause a doubling,
just an unclear, fuzzy image—another reason why these
stamps should have been printed by inraglic at BEP not by
crude gravure by Guilford,

Some shared "oddities’

Over the past month or so, I have accumaulated four add-
ities I would like to share with you:

* 25¢ Honeybee, Plate 2, suip of four on piece with line
at left side of the numbered stamp.

in reply: Tt could have come from anywhere because what
you have found is a seam line. Scam lines are relatively
common and are caused by wear at the edges of the offser
plates. (For a complete discussion of the 25¢ Honcybee,
see TPN, January 1990.)

* 23¢ Lunch Wagon, strip of three, used, Plate 2. The en-
tire strip is Imm narrower than other coils. It seems too
straighc an edge to have been wrimmed.

In reply (by Ken Lawrence): The stamps are shorter be-
cause they arc miscut. Miscutting occurs when the slitting
whecls are improperly aligned.

* 29¢ “F” stamp with plate number “2222” in a strip of
three, used. The left stamp has an uncven top. Is this done
on the slicer when the stamps are cur?

In reply (by Steve Esrati): [ puc these stamps under 10-
power magnification to look at the “uneven cut.” The dark
area at the top of the left stamp is not a notch out of the
stamp at all. It is part of the cancelation! This strip is per-
fectly normal but presents a great optical illusion.

* 29¢ “F” stamp single, with indecipherable plate num-
ber, used on piece. The entire stamp is a triple impression.

Max D. Hickox
Denver

In reply: This last item is a splendid stamp. 1 wish I could
illustrate it, but in black and white, the effect would not
show up. The stamp looks like one of those 3-dimensional
pictures in which the green and red inks are purposcly mis-
aligned. When one puts on spedal spectacies with one
green and one red lens, the picture assumes 2 three-
dimensional lock.

The explanarion here is a bit technical. The four plates
used for these stamps had to be in perfect alignment for
the stamps to print properly. When this happens, all four
plate numbers are perfectly lined up horizontally and verti-
cally and ail elements of the design are in their proper col-
ors and shapes. Here the tulip and the leaf appear as triple
impressions and the black “For U.S. addresses only” is on
the wulip. The plate numbers are just one blob on which
one can read two “27s. However, even though the stamp s
odd looking, it is not a triple impression, just 2 misalign-
ment of plates. But, wow, it really is dramaric!

Mere on half gaps

TPN's definition of a half gap is “exactly at the horizonzal
center of the stamp.” which I assumed meant the center of
the design.

Ken Lawrencs appears to accept my assumption.

Kim Cuniberd assumed that it meant the center between
perfs. 1 believe this assumption coul easily create more
problems than it would solve.

Dr. Robert Rabinowiw believes that “If it looks like a half
gap. it is a half gap,” and seems to infer that “45%—55%”
is a reasonable range for identifying half gaps. I fecl thar
my /- and 15+ suggestion is the best soluton o the
problem.

Ilook forward to a resolution of the half-gap definition.

Howard A. Moser
Highland, IIL.

When does my subscription end?

I received your postal card regarding extending my sub-
scription. Checking my records, I believe my subscription
goes through the March issue.

Maybe a subscripdon year could be established going
through the last issue of each year by paying for a propor-
ton of a ycar.

Lloyd J. Kapisch
Longment, Colo.

in reply: Mailing labels used for TPV show the expiration
date of a subscription in the upper line. It is expressed on
this issue as “2-92.” That indicares that the subscription is
paid through Issue 2 (March) of 1992. (The other text on
the top line is the sortation level for bulk mail.)

Proportional subscriptions would be wo much of a bur-
den for TPNVs ane-man subscripdon department. It would
mean reducing time available for the one-man editorial
and one-man production departments.

Thanks, but no thanks!

Please cancel my subscription. I have not had a chance w0
read any of the three issues that have been sent to me and
what [ did glance through [ do not understand.

Please refund the remainder of my subscription.

Frank Blum

Indianapolis

Thanks, keep it up!

Yes!! Please continue my subscription to the wonderful
The Plate Number. This is a great publicadon Alled with
information for the PNC specialist as well as the gencral col-
lector.

Kenneth E. Allen

New Haven, Conn.

Collecting U.S.A. is fun again
The catalog is quite impressive. [ haven't had a U.S. spe-
cialty (other than Colorado postmarks) since I gave up and
sold my postal stationery 25 years ago. These PNCs are
dragging me back into a U.S. specialty.
Ray L. Newburn, Jr.
Glendale, Calif.



The Plate Number, March 1992

Finally: A perforated 29¢ Flower

Continued from Page 23
stamps on letters. The machines feed
stamps by using the perforations.

The early printing history of the de-
nominated Flower was fraught with de-
lays, procrastination, and false announce-
ments of availability.

The delay in getting the rolls of 100 o
market was probably caunsed by the fact
that the cantractor, Stamp Venturers, did
not have access to a perforator That’s
why the stamps came out rouletted.

TPN asked Sennett Enterprises when it
obtained access to a perforator and where
the perforator is.

Robert Lane, Sennett’s manager for en-
gineering, said the information is proprie-
tary and could not be divulged. He did
say, however, that the same punch-
system machinery that produced the rou-
letting was also used for the perforating.

“In the case of the round-hole perfora-
tions, we punched pins through the paper.
‘We did the same thing with the slit perfo-
rations, except that we nsed blades.”

[Such perforators are unsually called
stroke perforators. The Goebel presses
come with a stroke perforator, although
most coils are now perforated off press.]

Lane apologized for not being more
forthright about the perforator, “but it's a
competitive world out there.”

The perforator is sitmated at 1. W, Fer-
gusson & Sons, printer of the coils.

Lane said two sets of gravure cylinders
were prepared for the 29¢ Flower be-
cause Stamp Venturers expected a large
press Tun. Two sets of nembers, “s1111"
and “52222" were used to print roils of
100 of the Touletted Flower. Lane expect-
cd both sets of numbers 1o be used for the
perforated stamps. He did not seem 1o en-
tertain the idea of using combinations of
cylinders to produce hybrid numbers
such as, for example “52121."

The 29¢ Flower was originally listed in
the March-April 1991 Philatelic Catalog
as being available in mid-April in larpe
olls and in rolls of 100. When additions
10 the 1991 stamp program were released
on March 18, the 29¢ Flower was an-
nounced only as a booklet and sheet
stamp. The coil had vanished.

Philatelic Release 23, the first without a
date (none have been dated since) in late
March, illustraied a perforated 29¢ Flow-
er coil but did not say it would be re-
leased soon. That illustration is shown on
the front page of this issue of TPN.

The mouletted version of the siamp was
finally issued, in rolls of 100, only on
Aug. 16 in Rochester, N.Y., the same site
as for the perforated stamps.

Although the Philatelic Sales Division
said it would give refunds to collectors
who ordered the stamp in iage roils,
some collectors were sent rouletted rolls
of 100 instead.

The entire episcde, from the announce-
ment in the Philatelic Catalog 10 the is-
suance of the stamp, played like a comic
opera. And the rouletted stamp was also
released before the first day, with Ken
Lawrence obtaining a noumbered strip on
Aug. 7.

TPN concluded that Stamp Venturers
was unable to deliver the perforated coils
because it lacked a perforator.

Disclosure by Lane that the perforator
used lacked a trade name bat was a piece
of machinery assembiled at Fergusson, us-
ing a “punching” technology for both the
rouletting and the perforating, could add
credence to that conclusion.

Lacking any other dewmils on the
“punching” machine, it is hard 1o say
when its perforation capability was
finally brought to a point where it could
be used to produce coil stamps.

The Postal Service explained that the
rouletting, which it called “slit perfora-
tions,” had been done because of a
groundswell of requests for easier separa-
tion of stamps.

The slits were termed a test, but USPS
has not indicated whether the test resulis
were considered satisfactory.

The following is the official informa-
tion released by the Postal Service f[all
corrections or additions by TPN are indi-
cated by brackets]:

Flower stamp to be issued
in coils of 3,000

The Postal Service will issue a 3,000-stamp coil
version of its denominated 29¢ Flower stamp in
Rochester, NUY., on March 3. First day of issne

tmarks will be availabie at the Rochester Main
ost Office, 1335 Jefferson Rd., and by mail. There
will be no first-day-of-issuc ceremony.

This 3,000-stamp coil features round-hoie perfo-
rations. Four plate numbers appear on every 33rd
stamp. The stamp’s design is identical to the 100-
[stamp] slu-pertorstion version of the Flower
stamp issued Aug. 16.

Issue: 29¢ Flower coil stamp

Format: Coils of 3,000

Issue dale: March 3, 1992

First-day city: Rochester, N.Y.

Manufacturing process: Gravere {Stamp Ven-
turers, contractor; J.W. Fergusson & Sons, printer)
[Perforated by a stroke perforator at Fergusson ]

Colors: Yellow, red, blue, and black

Size:
Image: 0.72%0.81 inches ar 18.3%20.6mm
Overall:  0.87x0.965 inches or 22.1x24.5mm

Plate numbers: Four preceded by the letter “5"™
{PNC Calalog number: 29M $2222i]
Philatelic Release 92-003
Received at TEN Jan. 17, 1992
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Checklist
for recent
new issues

Nobody can tell whether any of the re-
cently issued PNCs are going to be hard to
find. Not yet.

But it's handy to know what is out
there. This list includes all stamps report-
ed by collectors and is an update of the
one on the front page of the lanuary is-
sue.

1T2Ri—1¢ Omnibus, E Press, uniagged,
Plate 2.

4T1Ri—4¢ Stagecoach, 8 Press, overall lag-
ging, Plate 1.

AT1X—04 Steam Carriage, overall tagging.
Plate 1; 4T1Xi—same, unlagged.

ST1Yi—05 Circus Wagon, untagged, Plate 1.

5T1ZP—05 Cance, intaglio, Plate 1,
§T 8112P, same, gravured. Plate nember
reads “$11.”

10T1XP—10¢ Tractor Trailer, Fiate 1.

100 A11111P—Eagle and Shield undsnomi-
nated 10¢ stamp, untagged (setvice-
inscribed precancel), found with the fol-
iowing plate-number combinations:

A1, A11112, A22112, A21112,
A22113, A21113, A12213, A33333,
A32333, A33335, A43334, A43335,
A53335, A43324, A43325, Ada32g,

A43426, A54444, A54445,

11T2P—11¢ Caboose, Plate 2,
(service-inscribed precancel).

untagged

19M A1111—13¢ Fishing Boat, found with
the following plaie-number combina-
tions:

AT111, A1112, A212, A2424.

23F A111P—23¢ Flag, untagged (service-
inscribed precancet) found with the fol-
lowing plate-number combinations:

A1, A122, A112, A212, A222,

29F5—29¢ Flag over Mt Rushmore, inta-
gho, Plate 5; 29F8—same, Plale 8; 28F9,
same Plate 9 29F A11111, same, gra-
vured.

29M S1111—29¢ Fiewer, rouletted, with
“§1111" plate number; 29M 82222,
same with "S$2222" plate number;
29M 522221, same, perforated. [J



?28 ‘ The Plate Number, March 1992

Time to be sorry for the dealers

The 10¢ Eagle and Shield is a burden to dealers. Put yourself
in a dealer’s place.

By Jan. 3, or less than three weeks after the stamps were is-
sucd, 10 plate numbers were known, several only in rolis of
10,000 at that time. By mid-February, the total was 20.

Let's assume that a dealer needs 25 strips of each number for
his initial stock. In this case, that would require 500 strips of
five stamps each, or 2,500 stamps in all.

No dealer can get all known numbers at his local post office at
face; and even if he did, no dealer would want rolls of 10,000 if
he could possibly avoid them. A dealer would have tw buy a few
rolls of 3,000, and a handful of 500s to get 25 strips of each
known number at face.

Meanwhile, some dealers were burning up the telephone lines,
looking for numbers. And on this stamp, Dz. Robert Rabinowitz
found most of the known numbers.

While Dr. Rabinowitz is not primarily a wholesaler, he does
resell strips of five to other dealers at a price lower than retail,

Now put yourself in Dr. Rabinowitz’s shoes. What do you do
with all that scrap? ’

Remember that these stamps were produced as 3,000s and
10.000s in the first place because bulk mailers have machines
that can affix stamps from large rolls. Such mailers do not want
scrap made up of strips of 19 stamps.

Charities, once a good place to sell some precanceled scrap,
cannot use the Eagle and Shield for letter mail because the
stamps are inscribed for commercial bulk rates.

That leaves businesses that have a free precancel-use permit
and are willing to use up the short strips of scrap for their post-
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age needs. Such businesses need a sweetener, in most cases, be-
cause they also have 10 endorse their mail for the proper class
(the stamps say “Bulk Rate™), raising their labor costs.

That means businesses would not be willing 1o pay the previ-
ous 95% for scrap. More likety, they would wanl to buy at 90%
or less, leaving the hapless dealer with yet another problem:
How can he price his strips to stay competitive with other deal-
ers while also absorbing the loss on the scrap?

And all this still does not cover the dealer’'s costs in long-
distance phone bills, stripping out rolls, and the postage needed
to send out the scrap.

This may be the explanation for a recent increase in the
wholesale price of PNCs. While one could buy PNCs wholesale
from double face (100% markup) to 125% well into last year,
prices began creeping upward when five plates of the 29¢ Mt
Rushmore came out soon after five plates of the “F” stamp and
four plates of 19¢ Fishing Boalts.

The “F stamps also provide a clue to dealer needs.

Jerry Koepp, who found the rare “1211” combination on the
“F" stamps, estimates that 2,000 strips (or 16 rolls of 3,000)
were found. That total of 2,000 strips was not quite encugh to
fill dealer needs, since the price has been soaring of late.

S0 how many strips are needed to satisfy collector demand?

But let's get back to a typical dealer, faced with the need to
stock 25 strips of each number. As we have seen, he cannot get
them at face, even if he can buy one or more numbers at his lo-
cal post office, because the loss on the scrap must be figured in.

What happens next is thal he must buy mest of them from
wholesalers, and the price generally runs at face plus 200%, or
$1.50 wholesale for a 50¢ strip.

Al Haake, a wholesaler, says he may have to go to four rimes
face (300% markup). That would bring the price per suip to §2.

So, for the sake of brevity, let’s have our typical dealer pay an
average of $1.50 a strip. He must lay out $750.00 for his 25
strips of 20 numbers, always with the knowledge that one of the
strips may turn out to be another “1211,” which cannot be reor-
dered. Does he now take a chance and double his order, tying
up $1,500 in stock? Or does he hope for the best and stick 1o his
25 strips?

Meanwhile, what of dealers like Dr. Rabinowiiz, Haake, and
Koepp, who must buy encugh stamps to allow swipping out
about 1,000 strips. For Haake, that means putting $2,000 to
$3,000 into each plate number, a very high investment in inven-
tory during a recession.

The only goed thing about this drain on dealers is that if they
have to borrow the money, interest rates nave been falling. T

Put number on box, Haake begs

Al Haake says the Postal Service conld make things easier
for PNC hunters by putting the plale number on the outside of
the box they are shipped in.

Many accountable paper clerks he calls in aying to locate
plate numbers will not open rolls to check for the numbers.
This is especially true of rolls of 10,000 which are not sup-
posed to be opened at post offices.

“So they just tell me they don't know what numbers they
have, and ['ve wasted a long-distance call,” said Haake.

Since the plate numbers are of no importance to the Postal
Service, the only other beneficiary wonld be the printer, who
would be able to find ali rolls with a certain number if in-
spection proves that a plale was flawed.
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Eagle and Shields pose challenge

Continued from Page 23

cupies one of four buildings of the L’Enfant Plaza complex, di-
rected us to another building.

There, we found several USPS offices with their doors locked
and with a numeric keypad outside the door to provide access.
We knocked on several doors that appeared to be the right
place. Most stayed locked in our faces. Finally, at one door, a
woman answered, cantiously keeping the door almost closed so
we could not look in.

“Everybody's at a conference,” she said.

We went back to Postal Headquarters and asked to see Gordon
Morison, the assistant postmaster general in charge of stamps.
Morison was out, too. A temporary secretary told us he was aiso
at the conference, along with his regular secretary.

But she offered w help. I asked for the publicity release for
the E&S stamps, now only fonr days away, and songht a plate-
activity report because we had not had one since the one for
February 1991. She promised to pass word to Morison.

When [ arrived at the news conference, Morison fished the
E&S flyer out of his pocket, just in time for me to reprint it in the
January issue of TPN. He said no plate-activity information had
been supplied to USPS since the last one I had seen. (BEP told
TPN that it sends a report to USPS every

issues could have met the same fale, especially in view of Ho-
ward Moser’s recent repert of several previously unknown gaps
that turned up only on nsed singles.

Haake alluded to this in his January price list:

Cellactor/dealar cooparation will help preveni some numbers
from geing undetected. | honestly feal, however that future rarities
egual to 10.9T3P and 10.9T4P are more likely than not becausa we
ara not informed as to what numbers ara being printed, and distri-
bution is so random. The [first] fiva numbers of the 10¢ Eagle and
Shield cama to me from five ditferent states. It also took many
phone calls to lecate all numbers.

Prices for the 12115 started going up shortly after the 1991
PNC Catalog was published. Haake's January list priced them
at $32 vF. Dr. Rabinowitz pegged them at $34 in List 17A.
Koepp’s price in this issue of TPN is $35.

The sequence theory
Dr. Rabinowitz, writing in Stamp Collector, noted an orderly
sequence of plate changes in the earliest 10¢ Eagle and Shields:
* Al1111
* A11112 (replacing the black plate)
+ A21112 (replacing the blue plate)
= A22112 {replacing the red plate)
« A22113 (replacing the black plate again)
According to Dr. Rabinowitz, all these

month. A spokesperson reiterated that

plates had been reported by Dec. 11, two

statement for this issee of TPN.)

Ghost of an *F’ stamp

days before the day of issue.

But this orderty “progression” was shat-
tered just after Dr. Rabinowirz's article

that almost got away

appeared. Coveney finally got his hands
on rolls with the numbers A21113, of

As can be seen on Page 5 in January,
TPN knew of E&S plate numbers A11112

which he had heard several weeks earlier.
(Oddiy, A21113 was the combination Guil-

(from Lawrence) and A22112 (from Scott
Smith).

ford Gravure left out of its original com-

In less than a month, a total of 11 sets
of plate numbers were known, mostly be-
cause of the astonishing work of Dr. Rob-

pilation for ABN. It later explained that
this was a typographical error.)
Coveney had not done badly in his

ezt Rabinowitz, who tracked down six of them. {Dr. Rabinowitz
said he was not necessarily the finder of all these numbers, but
he was the person who reported them to the PNC community.)

Driving Dr. Rabinowirz and others—including collector F. Jo-
seph Coveney and dealers Jerry Koepp and Al Haake—was the
specter of the stamp that almost got away: 29U 1211, the “F”"
starnp with the numbers reading “1211.”

29U 1211 was originally found by Koepp. Not thinking that it
would be any harder to get than other numbers, Koepp laid in a
supply for himself and a handful of other dealers.

When dealers who had not benefitted from this inital distribu-
tion found that they could not find 29U 1211, they tried the
whaolesalers, (Koepp is not a wholesaler, but is pan of an infor-
mal network including Dr. Rabinowitz, Haake, Koepp, Dale En-
terprises, and Frank Marrelli. They cooperate in buying PNCs
for each other. See the article on Page 26.)

By now, the supply of 1211 had tun down. Koepp was asked
for more, but when he returned to his source, all 12115 were
gone.

One other dealer did find a few, but basically, Koepp remains
almost the only finder of 1211. By finding it, he tipped off other
dealers. If he had not stumbled onto it, no mint copies of 1211
would ever have been found.

That thought, of course, immediately hit several PNCers, who
wondered if unfound precancel gap positions on the old Cottrel!

quest. He said he called seven post
offices and turned up six different plates. Haake, on the other
hand, called 40 offices and only found five plates. Through mid-
January, Coveney was the only finder of stamps with “Az1313."
But dealers did eventually find them also in rolls of 3,000,
while Coveney’s were rolls of 500.

Coveney's rolls showed that pressmen at Guilford Gravure are
no more careful than those at BEP to line up plates chronologi-
cally; they grab a plaiwe suiting their need, irrespective of numer-
ical sequence.

Guilford's report to ABN gave the plate combinations in chron-
ological sequence, This teport proved conclusively that the
plate numbers were not taken into consideration when presses
were being replated. ABN reported the order of printing for 14 of
the 15 plates as (prefix “A" omitted; numbers not yet reported
by cotlectors in ifalics):

11111, 11112, 22112, 21112, 22113, 12713, 12213, 33334, 33333, 32333,
33315, 43334, 43135, 53235.

The probability is that 21113 was printed after 22113, putting
ted plate 1 back on press.

There is a noticeable discontinuity after 12213, This would be
accounted for by the need to print other stamps, such as the 19¢
Fishing Boat or the 23¢ Flag. On resuming printing of the E&S
stamps, the pressmen started anew with plates that made up the
combination 32334. Another discontinuity took place after the
printing of 323323,
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The first report from ABN came in early lanuary. Since then,
collectors have found five combinations of numbers that were
not on the ABN list: 54445, 54444, 43326, 43325, 43324, and 43426,

A second ABN report came jnst before this issue went to press.
That list (not chronoloagical, Keogh said) showed the same six
combinations in the order given above. Ali had been found by
Dr. Rabinowitz.

Distribution incomplete despite rules

Distribution of the E&S stamps around the country has been
spotty. Coveney said half the places he called early in his quest
had no rolls of 3,000. Coveneay was able to find his numbers in
rolls of 500, but “a ton of places are stll without roils of
500,” he added in mid-February.

Dr. Rabinowitz, on the other hand,
noted in January that huge post
offices such as Newark, N1, had
received no rolls of 500 or
3,000 while St. Louis had re-
ceived no E&S stamps at all.
Des Moines, lowa, had re-
ceived only rolis of 10,000,
he said.

The philatelic counter at |
Bridgepert, Conn., right
next door to Guilford Gra- Y
vure, had received no E&S
stamps by Jan. 10. If nor-
mal distribution had been in
force, Dr. Rabinowitz said, it
should have received 50
rolls.

The distribution schedule
for E&S stamps appeared in 3
the Nav. 14 Postal Bulletin. It
said distribution would be
complete “no later than
Dec. 31, 1991."

All regional accountable
paper offices were to receive
rolls of 10,000 automatically
Lower-ranking offices were to requisition them.

“Most places except regional distribution centers avoid olls
of 10,000 like the plague,” Coveney said.

According to Keogh, USPS sends the printers computer disks
that spell out the distribution formula.

If distribution can be completed before the day of issue, only
one dismibution is scheduled; but if multiple distributions are
needed (as in the case of the E&s stamps), several disks are sent
out.

The actual physical iransfer of stamps from Guilford Gravure
lakes place al the print shop when USPS trucks come to pick up
the stamps.

But that’s not how it's done at BEP. Accarding to Leah Akbar,
a spokeswoman for the Bureau, stamps are delivered to a cen-
tral post office in Washington for distribution through the Posta)
Service. BEF, of course, is also in Washington, [Jerry Clark has
learned that the mailed boxes lack a dated cancel.]

A question of quantities

Of the 922 million E&S stamps being printed, no combination
of plate numbers has been printed in an edition of less than 4
million, according to information given to Keogh by Guilford
Gravure.

That would tend 1o indicate that there will be no shortage of
any of the 15 plate-number combinations—provided all are

found by collectors before they are used up by some large mail-
er.

While it is highly unlikely that a large mailer would use
stamps rather than imprinted indicia, large mailings planned
between Dec. 2 and Jan. 27 (as lisied in the Postal Bulletin for
Nov. 28) included seven nationwide mailings with mote than 5
million maiipieces. In other words, it wonid be possible for one
mailer—should it decide to use stamps 10 give the appearance
of a letter as opposed to junk mail—to use up all of an edition
of 4 million stamps.

Carol Wright was to do a mailing of 14 million pieces from
Jan. 11 to Jan, 14 in 6-inch by 9-inch envelopes; L. L. Bean was

to mail ont & million address-correction requests from Jan
28. to Jan. 30.
On the other hand, Keogh stated that Guil-
ford Gravure works under guidelines
that would destroy any plate-number
combination in which fewer than one
million were printed. (The largest
shredded edition of which we

319,322 impressions reported by
BEP on Plates 4 and 6 of the 3.4¢
School Bus precancels. Linda
Foster of the Siamps Division
said at that tme that this figure
was incorrect and estimated that
no more than 20,000 impres-
sions had been printed. At 432
stamps per plate, that would have
totaled 8.64 miliion stamps of
each plate.)

Cost to dealers

Dr. Rabinowitz estimated that
the cost of a strip of five of the
E&S stamps to dealers was 70
cents, The estimate is based on
the theory that the dealer buys
the tolls at face and sells the
scrap at 90% of face.

Sale of scrap at lower prices raises the cost of the S0¢ strip.
Haake recently sold $6,000 wornh of scrap for 86% or 87%, he
said. Other dealers have sold scrap for as little as 84%.

Ads offering E&S stamps to collectors have varied from 51.50
a strip (if 10 strips are ordered) to $3.50. At first, there was uni-
formity of price for all numbers. The first crack in that facade
took place when Michael W. Karen raised his $2.50 price for for
A43334 10 $3.00. Now some ough numbers are offered at $5.

Haake and Dr. Rabinowitz believe that some E&$ stamps will
be high fiiers within a year or so. It is, however, way too early
to attempt o guess which combinations of numbers will meet
that description.

The need w lay in supplies from the known 20 combinations
and the possibility that more combinations will be printed has
started to drive up retail prices. Several dealers did raise their
advertised prices in the first weeks of the E&S stamps’ existence.
{One dealer lowered his prices, either as a loss leader or 1o re-
main competitive.)

The problem of what to do with the scrap makes the E&S
stamps even more of a burden to dealers than usual. And the
scrap has been plentiful, forcing some dealers who once
stripped oul their own rols to “economize” by turning 10 whole-
salers, That means that the price of a swip is from $1.50 o
$1.75 (iriple Dr. Rabinowiz’s cost estimate). [



Cat Description
FLAG SERIES
20F2Y2  Flying Fostprins
20F14V1  QLine, not PC
20F14PV1 Qline, PC
same
2FN Comet 6L, NEW
22F6 Flying Saucar
TAAXSPORTATION SERIES
1740 Chipped plate, F
same, VF
118 Paper Ii
1TEV Crack 1R, poor
same, VF
176 Paper I!
212 Tz break 4L, Screwhead
a3z Smaxing T
same
2T3¥2¢  Smeking T cont. (taint)
w3 Tailon T, F
sama, VF
same, F
s2me, pair
216 Tap break 4L, Screwhezd
278 Tag break 3L
0 Tag break 3L
TRV Spike
TV Fzming Wagon
IT10Mei 1=t cominuation
3N XVell 2nd continuation
SPECIAL: Se1 of 3 wagons
a1y Diag. slashes 1R, NEW
same
same
a1 Chill rodler damage 3L
4T2V2 Quotes
same, with chill roliat dam-
ageat 2L, 3L
— Matehing strips of 8 with
savere chill rolier gamage
and Quoles from Piate 1
and 2
4TV Diag. slashes 2L
4T1RV1  Bich
44T4V1  Whip (long}, Not FC
49TAPV1 Same, PC, Gap 2L
Same, PC, Gap 1L
Same, PC, Ling Gap
Same, PC, No Gep
49TSFV Rain crack, #out
4.9T5Pvic Continuation
Matching se1
4.9T6PV1 Whip, Gap 2|,
4.9T6FVA  Buggy rein
513 Lang strip shawing 2 tag-
Qing braaics
AT3and 4 Clip Tagging break 2L in
fatded g strip showing
boih plate numbars
574 Long strip showing 2 tag-
ging breaks
5.2T1 Horizomial (J) tag break
5.212 Rorizomal (J) tag hreak
5.2T2PV3  Sleigh whip, Mo gap
5.2T4PM Hash mark, gap 2L ¥F
5214F  Gap31R2LXF
sama, VF
same, F
5.2T6F  Gap31RLXF
same, VF
same, F
55T1V1  Burned rubbar
6T1IPV1  Biobs 1R
ET4P Difelod (2L) NEW
73TIP Dotunder “1° of *1320s"
14T2¥1  Blown tire
BITIV1 Whole low plate number
B.3T1V3  Double number, whole at

bottom, cut at top

Langth
§, No#
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5
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]
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CATALOBUED VARIETIES ADD SPIGE TO YOUR PNGs

Price

23.00
15,00
60.00
6250

5.00
15.00

3.50
450
3.25
1.50
7.50
3.25
250
12.00
15.00
15.00
5.00
11.00
750
6.00
250
250
250
10.00
20.00
2090
2000
5500
450
550
6.50
1250
7.00

1250

2250
978
7450

15.00

11.60

11,60

13.00

2378

27.50

2750

1850
50.00

500
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Cat Descriptisn Length  Pricm | Cat Description Langth Price
43TIPvt  Whole low plaie number, 1712 Tagging break 2L 5 750
Gap 1R 5 1850 | 1773 Tagging break 3L, Type
83TIPYT  same, number cul, Ln gap 5 70 I paper, tagging ap-
83T1PY1  same, number cut, Gap 1L 5 750 pears as liny fiecks of
83TIPVZ Mo mﬂm réamher‘ Irom top s oo | 1mapte gzot:nnm precance 5 1250
row, Ling Gap ] s 1 .
8aTIPV3 Egibia nurn:aler, thﬂoie at s s %Jaﬁh hoe in D (Row 0 3500
lom, cut at top, Ln gap 1 3
seTIPYe E.?:”Iﬁ.‘.? mlmfta " "'e'lﬂ%f' 5 500 7P 32'3"5"';@.&’3?75?" 1 3500
, cul atlop, . . :
85T2PV1  Flying Flashlight 5 w,gg 774 ﬁaggl;;gahwgzgﬁglﬁgnﬁe
: i 28 \ -
P Nemg W : pears as liny flecks of
4.3T2vi Ucrack 5 nm ohasphar 5 1250
same, iine does nol touch 5 1200 . -
9.3T3PVA Smglu'ng o, Ln gap, Su- o o0 Igigﬁa gﬂ;ﬁ'“’;&:&, 019350
patb . : Gap 4R_ hale i D (Row
seme, wilh contimation, 18l ik 0 1500
v 10 7500 TT4Pba  Se-lenant recanoel '
same, wilh continuzlion, F 10 8500 | ! Ga 4k Dol pwm op
83T5F  Hash mark 3R, gap al 10 4500 ha?mmhm i} W 3500
%.3T6P Hash mark 3R, gap 3L 10 4500 | y774pba  Se-enant omeancel )
?ﬁmﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂ"&ﬂﬂsﬁmﬂ‘m‘s Eap 4R, 300t (Sow 13) 10 3500
17151 Reclining Camma 5 1000
and biolh hash marks - 10000 | 471501 DotoverE" F only 5 2500
10T Avtillery Shell 1, 38 6 1500 same. VF 5 3500
10.1THV2 Artillery Shell {1, Sno# 15400 17TV Gil D'FDD 5 |5:OD
0ATIVZ  Flying Hyphen 28 51500 1 y7T7Pavt Dot over "E” line miss-
10.1TIV4  Bursting sheli Sno# 700 es perfs, No Gap 5 1750
0ATIVS Dotover "L* of "OIL"4R 8 700 | 1811Vt Lighining bolt, XF 5 14500
10171 Sprouting 1in*10." NEW 5 nof 500 same, ¥F 5 12500
10TIPY1  Actillery Stell {, 3R 6 850 same, PS/3,VF 59000
10.1TIV3  Flying Hyphen 2R 5 850 | 18T1vic Lighining bolt continua-
WATINZ Atillery Shelt I Sno# 7.00 lian, pair, poar 2 3500
104TIVB  Perched Parmt S.nof F00 | 18791 I.ighlmgg boll g iggg
108TaV2  Loweniry 2L 5 8500 same, | :
10.9T2PV2  Low enlry 2L, Gap L, XF 10 8500 | 18T10¥1  Lightning bolt 5 2500
109T2PV2  Lowenlsy 2L Gap 3L, VF 10 7500 same. F 5 1508
1TIVI Braks shoe snof 1350 ggfg\zﬂ %fgﬁ:g:derp & pair g l?ggg
]mm g:ﬁ:m g 23: }:gg 21T1PVIc RR lracks, contiruation 5 2750
/ . ; ' ’ MISCELLANEOUS SERIES
TPV Hossine Il stip ol 3 with 21AMVI Line, very tainl 5100
variely on R stamp 3 nof 3000 S INPZVLine Ty S 1500
TIP3 Hoseline | 5n0f 1000 : ! ‘ :
1T1P¥dp  SiingDwkgreqursosr 5.0#  17.50 2"'“"’2\"&’:6 st exension 500
1TV Polishing ciolh 5 1600 . . ‘
11132 Fender cackand broken 4 5 115 | ZMuVE ;";g‘“g‘ngfé?"‘ mae s 1
" Sf!e:,?.mlge’D"B’lP?Eh““g 5 1g0p | %S0 cany a compisie stack of erdieary (no va-
- ol -ar incearal’ JL : risty] PNCs, priced accarding to ths 1991 PNC
12TF IND plate rorber but joint 5 1ogp | Catalo. With my dacausts, the mors you ouy,
WV faeorbine S.n0f 1000 | Lhemore you save!
: Prices i g .
STAV2:  AvchorLineconouaion  5,nof  10gp | Toe® W Wik ad are goud Hhrovgh May 1992
Ty oatched wt aned 2250\ FREE: One strip of Hossline | on the
3 Spilled Popeorm S nof 750 b .
17TIVI Broken Axle, pair 2 3000 11¢ Caboase with avaery ordar over
7TV Broken Axle, PSR 3 4500 | $25.
1M Tagging break 2L 5 150

Most of these strips ara varioties listed in the 1881 PKC Catalog. A few {marked
“NEW") ara recent additions to my stock.

AR stamps are guaranteed genuine ard {unless otherwise noted) in VF condi-
tion. All stamps may be returned for a complete refund, no questions asked.
Some strips may ba in limited supply.

TERMS: Cash with order, please. Dn ordars over $100, daeduct 25%; on orders
over $50, daduct 15%, Dhia purchasers, please add 7% Cuyahoga County sales

" STEPHEN €. ESRATI

P.C. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, Ghio 44120
Telephone: [216) 561-9391
FAX: (216) 752-5900
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Generic precancels cause headaches

Underpaid. unmarked

The Postal Service is having an awful
time with generic precancels.

On Aug. 22, The Postal Bulletin carried
an article on “Handling of Unrnarked or
Shon-Paid Mail.”

“Unmarked” in this context refers o
mail that does not have an endorsement
indicating the class of mail. “Short-Paid™
means mail that appears 1o have in-
sufficient postage.

Both of these concerns were supposed
to be addressed by replacing the 10¢
Tractor Trailer—which does not carry an
endorsement—with the ll¢ Caboose,
which says “Bulk Rate” and was reissued
in September, and the 23¢ Flag, which
says “Presorted First-Class,” and was is-
sued Sept. 27,

The entire aricle was reprinted Now
28, indicating that the two new stamps
had not solved the problem. Now we
must wait to see how the 10¢ undenomi-
nated Eagle and Shield works,

The reprinted article was headed by the
following introduction:

Although this article appeared in Posial
Bulietin 21796 {8-22-91), customars con-
tinue to report mishandling of soma mall
pearing precanceled stamps (such as the
5- and 10-cent precanceled stamps). Even
though full postage for these mailpieces is
celiected at the time ot mailing, they are
too often returned for additional postage
or delivered postage due by smpioyees
unfamiliar with the correct procedures ex-
piained in this article.

To re-emphasize this information, the
entize articla is reprinted be'ow. Pestmas-
ters, station/bransh managers, and deliv-
ery and window Sservice supervisors

should call its conient to the attention of
their employees.

The article’s highlights were:

Solutions (that did not work

First-Class

UsA23

The problem

Canoel800s

Additional Nonprofit
Postage Paid profi

= Various denominations of precanceled
stamps exist for use on bulk and presor:
mail. Customers may precancel ather de-
nominations for that purpose. They may
also use meter or precanceled stamps
in an amount that may be less than
that actvally due for 'a particular
maijlpiece. These pieces appear to be
shortpaid because the postage actually
affixed is insufficient to cover the re-
quired amount.

« The difference between the amount
affixed and the amount due is collected at
the time of mailing, but no evidence of
such payment appears on the mailpiece.

+» Until further notice, postal personnel
who find shortpaid mail mast neither col-
lect added postage nor return the mail to
sender for postage due. Such pieces are
o be considered to be fully prepaid First-
Class Mail (if marked as First-Class

RR Caboose 1890s

USAlle
Bulk Rate

Tractor Trailer

Mail) or fully prepaid third-class mail.
[The Postal Service always capilalizes
“First-Class Mail."]

* Postal personnel selling precanceled
stamps must inform customers that the
stamps lack endorsements and that the
customer is responsible for applying the
markings required.

» Until further notice, unmarked bulk or
presort mail found in the mailsteam are
to be treated as bulk third-class mail un-
less they bear postage in excess of the
highest bulk rate applicable to a mail-
piece of that weight,

* Mailers are also responsible for plac-
ing on each mailpiece a notice 1o indicate
desired handling if the piece cannot be
delivered as addressed. If it does not
have such a notice, the Postal Service
will not provide forwarding, return, or
address-correction service. [

Will this?

VoI 4

P Pl
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14
1BDT1¢BUS'I 2,58,6.. 20
KX S— 1.2
22251¢B Press 1, 2.. .40
222%a u pd2.. 1.00
1829?g Loco 3, 4,8, 1 3
2226 nco B Press 1.
1898 Handczr 1,2, 3, 4.
2252 Conestoga Wagon
21233.4¢ School Bus 1
21232 34 PC1.2 1
1893A 4¢ Coach 1
18%8Ab
5,6....
¥ 2284 BPress

2278a cven |l tagged 1
2451 4¢ Carriage 1...
24513 same, uniagged ..
2124 4.9¢ Buckboart 3 4.
21243 PC1,2,2,4.5,6

1889 StMl:vclel 2,34,
2253 5¢ Milk Weoon 1.

—_——rO e th e LN
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STAMPS "N’ STUFF WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD
We will attempt to meet any major dealer's advertised current prices!
TERMS: Payment with order. Prices subject to change without notice. U.S. postage
taken in trade at 100%. Single plate number coils available at pair price minus one
stamp. Average coils available on better items, Please send for lisl.
CONDITION: Fine-Very Fine, Never hinged. it you require XF, add 35% to list.

STANPS ‘N’ STUFF ﬁ:

2700 University, Suile 204,
W. Des Moines, |1A 50265

Jerry & Barb Koepp ({515) 224-1737
—'V]SA Phone Orders Callt TOLL FREE:
I 1-800-999-5964 qu
FAX: (515) 278-2158
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How’s this
for a rarity?

Jimm Conrter 1ells the following story:

“A rare coil has been found. It's a 20¢
Flag perforated 10 vertically. The plate
number is unknown.”

What? You don't believe him? Well,

please cast your eyes on the illustration
above. Do you believe now?

You shouldn’t. It's an optical illusion of
SOT1S.

Courter explains it this way:

“Actually, | was surprised the first 1ime
I saw it. It was a block from a booklet
pane that was half covered by the mount,
piving it the appearance of a vertical coil
pair. It's a shocking visual effect. Just
right for April Fool’s Day.”

Let’s get spliced!

It's always nice Io report on one-of-a-
kind items. Here’s one in the collection
of John Tison: an imperforate strip of
six of the 17¢ Electric Auto. But this one
is different in two ways. It is badly mis-
cut, so that the entire piate number, a 4, is
at the top with white space above the
nomber. Also, the strip shows a BEP
splice exactty to the right of the plate
number.

In addition, Tison owns an imperforate
strip of six of the S¢ Americana that is
miscut to show the entire plate numbers
37168 and 37167 on either side of the
joint line. That item is also unique, but its
mate, with the numbers reading 37167
and 37168, is owned by Dr. John
Greenwood,

Sorry, wrong colors
Qut in Iowa, the intaglio version of the

sl P

29¢ Flag Over Mt. Rushmore started
popping up on letters in a light brown
{(nat maroon) color late last year. Gary
Davis bought several rolls with the light
brown color and believes it to be com-
mon.

A numbered strip of the stamp has been
sent to BEP for examination and possible
explanation.

Meanwhile, Joe Sedivy has found red-
brown Rushmores on a strip of 10 from
Plate 6. The red-brown (resembling the
reddest 9.3¢ Mail Wagon) shows up
where the color should be maroon, on the
monument and in the inscription.

Sedivy said the stamps originated in
i.ounisville, Miss. He also has a used copy
on a caver from that town.

When he called the Louisville post
office, he was told they were out of red
Rushmaores.

Is this a bargain?

Frank Covey tried to help out his fel-
low members of PNC? by providing them
with untagged S¢ Circus Wagons,
which can be bought from the Philatelic
Sales Division only in rolls of 3,000.

Covey ordered one roll for $150 with
the intention of reselling strips of 52 at
face to members of the club. But when
the cave finally filled his order, it sent not
one roll but one stamp.

Covey complained. Not counting his
long-distance bills, he’s now ahead of the
cave by a nickel. He may keep the single
stamp,

DAV marches on

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, writng in
Stamp Collector, has disclosed some
more aspects of the use of stamps by the
Disabled American Veterans.

Since August 1991, he wrote, all enve-
lopes have borne five 5¢ Circus Wagon
stamps and two 2¢ Locomotive stamps.
That does not square with two cavers re-
cently received by H. N. Pettibone,
whose shoe box full of DAV covers was
featured in an auction here in January.

Pettibone’s two most recent covers—
both bearing five untagged 5¢ Circus
Wagons—came either with two tagged
2¢ Locomotives or one tagged 4¢ Steam
Carniage.

That explains why the Postal Service
was able to reassure Dr. Rabinowitz that
DAV letters with untagged Circus Wagons
have not been getting rejected by facer-
cancelers.

Postal machinery is supposed to kick
out as “unfranked™ first-class mail that
shows no tagged stamps. The tagged Lo-
comotives and Sieam Carriages prevent
that.

PMCs sought by city

Tom Maeder's February commercial
cover list had a few newsworthy points.
One is that collectors are requesting pur-
ple machine cancels by specific city.

“About 105 cities used the experimen-
tal purple ink,” Maeder said, “some of
them with low volome mail such as
Reno, Nev.” His list offered covers from
30 cities.

Maeder also noted increased interest in
jet-spray cancels, but because the jats are
used primarily with meters, Maeder said
“finding examples with PNCs 1is relatively
tough.”

Maeder has also classified eight ver-
sions of the plate number “2” on the 25¢
Bread Wagon, printed on the B Press. He
believes them to be from different rows
on the plate. These eight types were orig-
inally described by F. M, Arndt in Coil
Line in 1989.

2 ounces, 2 stamps; but why?

Olympic collector Glenn Estus, the
PNC Swmdy Group’s expert on FDCs, has
been busy cataloging the varieties of the
USPS machine cancel “US POSTAL SER-
VICE/OFFICIAL SPONSOR/1992 OLYMPIC
GAMES.” But he still has rime for PNCs.

Recently, he was shown a window en-
velope from Citizens Against Govern-
ment Waste, which contained a plastic
CAGW membership card that pushed the
letter above the one-ounce limit. The let-
ter was franked with two 23¢ Flag
stamps, each put on separately, The enve-
lope zlso had a very large “FIRST CLASS
MAIL" handstamp.

Estus couldn’t fipure out why there
were two 23¢ Flag stamps on the letter.

In theory, since one 23¢ stamp never
pays the exact posiage and requires pay-
ment of an additional amount at the time
of mailing, payment for the second ounce
would not have required a second stamp.

But by using the second stamp, CAGW
prepared a letter in which one stamp is a
false frank while the other is a true frank
(for the 23¢ second-ounce rate).

What does one call such a jetter?



This is not the stamp

The Flag Over the White House stamp,
first shown in December at the mass un-
veiling of all 1992 stamps, will not be is-
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sued March 3 as illustrated above, ac-
cording 1o an article by Charles Yeager
in the February United States Specialist.

According to Yeager, former Bush
Chief of Staff John Sununu saw the de-
sign and noticed that BEP designer Jack
Ruther had forgotten to put a flag on the
executive mansion’s roof.

Ruther guickly revised the design.

Mixtures still watched

Mixmre sorter Howard Moser report-
ed in the Feb. 3 Linn's that a church or-
ganization that sells mixtures was visited
by postal inspeciors from Tampa, Fla.

After being shown around the organiza-
ton's stamp room, the inspector deter-
mined that nothing itlepal was going on,
but before leaving he asked for a list of
the stamp room's customers.

Moser said all invoices from the stamp
room since July 1990 have included a
warning that the mixtures were sold
“with the express understanding that the
starmnps herein will be used only for legiti-
male philatelic purposes.”

Back in 1990, the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod gave up its long-standing
mixmmre business and St. Louis mixture
dealer Bob Rinkenberger gave up his
business, Bob’s Back Room.

Why zebras have stripes

Remember the mysterious purple diago-
nal lines (we called them “Zebra stripes”
and show them again ar the top of the
next colemn) found by Joann Lenz and
shown to PNCers at STaMpsHOW "G0 in
Cincinnati?

BEP has “explained” them.

+ They were applied by BEP on top of
the gum of Plate 8 of the 20¢ Flag.

«The C Press was being used experi-
mentally and the diagonal lines were ap-
plied 1o mark stamps from the experi-
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ment.

*» The stamps were supposed to have
been destroyed.

If that explanation still leaves you puz-
zled—asg well it might—please remember
that the first three sleeves made for the C
Press were ail B64-subject sleeves. In
other wards, Sleeves 4, 6, and 7 of the
20¢ Flag were only 18 rows wide. Sleeve
7 never produced a stamp.

These 18-row stamps were intended to
be used with the 18-row Huck coiler.

The first sleeve with 20 rows was
Sleeve 8, and that probably took some
testing, both of the press and the new 20-
row Goebel coiler.

So, what the BEP “explanation” was
saying was that some runs of Plate 8
were just for testing. These got the zebra
stripes.

DAY auction ignored

Only four TPN readers entered bids for
the DAV covers featured in an auction in
the last issue.

Bids on individual lots did not exceed
the bids cast for Lot 1, the whole collec-
tion. (One reader's bids would have sent
the total over the top, but his bids were
received one day after the auction
closed.)

The entire collection sold for $95. [

e

Varieties

Report XXXVIII

By A.S. Cibulskas

5¢ Motoreycle

a. Plate 3. Chill roller effests, most noticeable on
the back rack of the bike on 1L. Constant. (Tiller)

b. Plate 4. Chill relier effects. Doubling of the
back rack of the bike. Most noticeable on 3L, 2L,
and 1R stamps. Also doubling of “USA 5¢" on 2L.
Constant. (Tillet)

10¢ Eagle and Shield

a. The vop right section of the plae number is
missing on yellow Plate 1. Constant. May be row

A 1M1
A 21112
A 22113

specific. Initially reporied by F. Joseph Caveney on
stamps with the numbers 11112 and 21113, Addi-
tional finds have been made on stamps with the
numbers 11111 and 22113, (Multiple reports)

11¢ Stutz Bearecat

a. Plate 4. Plawe chiped at joint line. Constant.
{5 Adams)

12¢ Stanley Steamer

a. Plate 2. Plale chipped at right side of joint line
abaut 25% up from the bottom of stamp. Constant.
(Preuss)

29¢ Flag over Mt. Rushmore

a. Plate 1. Inking varicty: the lower left comer of
the Union (the biue arsa) is missing in the flag.
Constant at 2L. (SAdams).

y birthday
You get the present

18¢ Flag, Plate 3
PS/5, VF
(nearly XF})

S850 net

(no discounts) g
:

(no gimmicks)

Steve Esrati

POB 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120
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he controversy began when Tim Lindemuth, a serious

specialist in the 20¢ Flag, asked Ken Lawrence at the

March 1931 Gareld-Perry PNC meeting why the PSS of

the 20¢ Flag *4 was 80 scarce. Lawrence’s reply, ac
cording to the published report in TPN, focused on the fact
Lhat the *4 printing gures (very large) may not represent the
true picture. Apparently Lawrence believes that a signicant
portion of the printing was destroyed, presumably because of
quality. NO MENTION OF "MANIPULATION" was made at that
time. Ané Lawrence’s reply was certainly supportive of the
great scarcity of this PS5. However, his comments are not sup-
ported by the facts, or he ignored the facts.

Actually, 20¢ Flag *4 is 2 rather common used single; and
the strips of 3 are around In quantity as well, Only a large dis-
tribution of this plate would account for these facts. The scar-
city of the *4 PS5 simply reects the fact that when the mar-
kel turned from PS3s to PS5s and dealers and coliectors
searched for rolls, effectively none were found of *4, so no
FRESH PSbs could be added to the supply. It's that simple.
And that's why *11, with only about 20% of the theoretical
strips as *4, sells at 2% of the price of the *4 PS5. The *11
looked like a winner in 1986 until several different dealers lo-
cated quantities of rolls of 100 and 3,000 and assured supply
of P35s for some time. Al Haake, who has been in PNCs from
almost the beginning. searched all over for *4 when its need
as a PS5 became evident; he never found any. And I never did
either, although my searching capabililies and sucoesses are
well documented. Lawrence was WRONG, and when | pub-
lished the real basis for the scarcity of the PS5 *4 in Stamp
Coilectoriast year Lawrence became irate and sent off a letter
to the editor claiming market manipulation. This claim is, In
my opinion, a temper tantrum generated because Lawrence
was “scolded” becauge he was told he was wrong!

Lawrence “researched” the 20¢ Flag *4 pricing and pub-
lished his ndings in his Lion’s column in January. He clalmed

20¢ Flag ¥4 PS5

ULATED OR MALIGN

kb Stbodovpd
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several UNNAMED dealers told him condentially that a ma-
nipulation did exist. He claimed that at a show in California
several UNNAMED dealers were selling them at or below the
price that Stamps 'n’ Stuff of lowa was offering to buy them
at In the same issue Lhat his “manipitlation” column appeared.
He also cited two auction examples where realizations,
though one was described with a paper aw, sold at between
the dealers’ buy price and the net retail selling price. While
Lawrence apparenily belleved this was “evidence,” Lo a skilled
market person, this is exactly where they are expected Lo go
at in auction.
bviously an auction bldder can't expect to buy at the
buy price and he also knows that he could always buy
it from a price Wst at net retall So he bids below retall
Why does that surprise Lawrence? Possibly because
Lawrence's many skills do not include an expertise in market-
ing. Even the PNC area where he claims Lo be an expert has
presented him problems when it comes 10 marketing. That's
why in mid-1987 he sold 60 rolis of 500 of the mint 17¢ 5,6 to Al
Haake at $5 a roll over face when if he had asked 350 each
over face he would have gotten It Two months later, he
learned of their real value and was offering more (at STaMp-
sHOW in Boston) at almost $100 each over face!
here is no manipulation going on with the 20¢ Flag *4:
It's just a scarce PS5. Ask your favorite dealer. [ have 5
strips of 5 or 6 in stock and 2 strips of 10. And relative
to other dealers my stock i8 gigantic. I've never seen a
roll of these. Have you? Yes, mine are for sale as follows. And
my EXPOSE, where you can read my side of the ongoing dia-
log between Xen Lawrence and mysell Is also available to sub-
scribers. Besides Ken Lawrence, | write about other interest-
ing PNC items, more in the gossipy area, that you'll nd
nowhere else. My most recent paid subscriber 13 an extremely
famous publisher of a stamp weekliy! He's learning a 1ot about
things that don't appear in Lawrence’s column.

Plate Number Coil Expose

F-VF $650.00 Sample( 15)
VF-XF 78000 2.'% .00
XFS 890.00 Back lssues 115 20.00
DR. ROBERT RABINOWTITZ
37-E STANWICK PL., STAMTORD CT 06905
PHONE: (203) 3252312 FAX: (203> 3591357

APS ASDA BIA PNC3
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Scott  Stamp L'block
1844 ¢ Dix L
2169 2¢ Mary Lyon

2in 4¢ Flanagan

A73 5¢ Murioz Marin

ratid 10¢ Red Cioud

M3 15¢Cory

1862 20¢ Truman L
1863 22¢ Audubon L
2182 23¢ Cassalt

218 25¢ London

21832 25¢ Loncon ¥r

1664 3¢ Laubach L
1867 39¢ Clark L
1868 40¢ Gilbrelh L
2188 45¢ Cushing

1869 50¢ Nimitz

A 31Hopkins

Symbals used in this chart:

L = L-perorator 10.9% 109

X = Stamp exists, exact details sl unavailable
& Printed on the -8 curtency press. Tagoed off press.

A= APress in-ling bull's-eye 11.2 x 11.2

Varieties of the Great Americans Series

Litarall Harow/block  Harrow/overall
A
X
e ¢
X
X E
X X
E E
E
X X
£
E
E E
E
E
X X
L& E E
X X

v $5 booklet only. The $1.5C and $3 booklats are block tagged and perorated in-ling on the Goebel G Press 10.0x 9.75

1 Not confirmed by mint copy.

Data lirst compiled for Linn's World Stamp Almanac by Wayne L. Youngbiood, Updated by Youngh!nod and Alan Thamsan.

E = Eurekz ofi-press bull's-eye 11.2x 112

Harrow/phesphorad Harrow/uniagged
Xt
X

X X

£

X

Mt. Rushmore variety is on different, true pre-phosphored paper

When Joann Lenz handed oot free sam-
pies of 29¢ Flag over Mt. Rushmore
stamps at STaMpsHOW 91 in Philadelphia,
it was recophized that her stamps
fluoresced differently under short-wave
UV. Her strips, all from Plate 6, lacked
the mottling we had seen under UV on the
phosphored versions of the 25¢ Flag
Over Yosemile. Insiead, the tagging was
even and bright. She calls it a “solid” 1ag.

Wayne Youngblood, writing in Lints,
has determinad that what Lenz found was
what he terms “true prephosphored pa-
per.”

The meottled tagging he calls “phos-
phor-coated™ paper.

In late December, Jerry Clark noticed
that while most of his post office’s rolls
had been from Plate 6, Plate 1 suddenly
began to show up.

Clark thought his Plate 1 rolls also
showed the characteristics exhibited by
the rolls Lenz had found in a Michigan
vending machine, but these were differ-
ent from Lenz's., Hers were yeliow in
short-wave UV, Clark’s were bluish-
white. And Lenz and Clark thought his
stamps were slightly mottled.

Clark also examined his Plate 1s in
long-wave UV and found that the newer
stamps fluoresced. The originai Plate 1
stamps were dead in long wave.

Lenz, meanwhile, has found three cop-
ies of the “solid” tagging on Plate 2 on
commercial covers from Michigan.

True “prephosphored paper” Young-
blood says, has the zinc-orthosilicate tag-

ging added to the sizing of intaglio paper
or the coating on paper intended for gra-
vure or offset.

Phosphor coating, on the other hand, is
applied w the finished paper at the paper
rill. It is just what it says, a coating on
top of the paper, even if it is applied on
top of finish coatings of the paper itself.

In both cases, of course, the printing is
over the tagging, which was not the case
with the stamps we call block tagged or
overall tagged. Those are surface coat-
ings that are applied after printing.

The reason for phosphoring stamp pa-
per at the paper mill may be because
printers at BEP objected to the zine-
orthocilicate taggant as a health hazard.
Having the tagging done at the paper mill
instead of in the print shop solves that
problem, at least for BEF printers, not for
the paper workers.

The original 22¢ Flag Test coil was also
a “true prephosphored” stamp. But the
first 25¢ Yosemites began to display the
mottling.

Ken Lawrence was once given an ex-
planation that the mottling resulted from
applying the phosphor, then scraping off
the excess to allow adhesion of the print-
ing. That explanation makes sense, It is
less costly to apply the taggant on top of
the paper than 1o do it in the paper pulp.

The mottled appearance of the surface-
coated paper does allow for speculation
that scme of the taggant was scraped off.
But, 50 far, this is unproved.

Sill, Youngblood's terminology of

“phosphor-coated” and “true  pre-
phosphored paper” is not quite satisfacto-
ry. Both papers are tagged before print-
ing. Neither is tagged at the print shop.

But paper that gets its tagging afier
printing is also phosphored paper al-
thotgh our custom is to call such stamps
simply “tagged.”

“In other words,” said Ed Denson, “we
are making a semantic distincton that is
not ali that clear. What we really have is
undertagging and overtagging.”

By Denson’s definition, any stamp in
which the tapging is appliad at the paper
mill is undertagged; stamps tagged after
printing are overtagged.

The problem now becormes what to call
the undertagged stamps that are tagged
before the paper is finished as opposed to
the stamps tagged after the paper is dry.

Definitive terminology will be needed
for the 1992 PNC Calalog, due this year.
The current catalog uses “phosphored”
for both types of undertagging. The 29¢
Roshmore makes it necessary to go be-
yond that, since there are 1wo vareties.
How about “pre-phosphored paper” and
“phosphor-coated paper™?

Denson, meantime, has been putling a
lot of his incoming mail under the Uv
light to examine the Rushmores. He has
found, he said, several pre-phosphored
copies, but without plate numbers. He
said they maltched an unnumbered pair he
had been sent by Lenz for comparison.

Reports of new finds are aiways wel-
come at TPN. Keep looking! (]
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March of prices continues as index hits new peak

While most PNC prices have remained relatively steady, a few
have soared. The TPN Average is at an all-time high.

Al Haake, for example, raised his VF price on Plale 3 of the
8.4¢ Wheelchair from §13 in November to $27 in January. $250.00

That stamp, the 19¢ Fishing Boat with the numbers A1112, and
the “F" stamp with the numbers 1211 have just been added to the
TPN Average. The divisor has been adjusted to allow compari-
sons o former averages. £100.00

For the first time, new software allows us to publish the price ss0.00 LI
changes since the last edition of TPN for each stamp included in nnie %
the TPN Average. $0.00 dad $

Please remember that the TPN Average is a lagging average.
That means it is only npdated as new dealer price lists come in.
Therefore, if prices are rising for a particular PNC, the computed
average price for the most recent period stll reflects a lot of Individual components of the TPN Average
prices that the dealers may have raised since the last tme their CATALOE SERES FACE  PIATE  TPEVE4 TPVILZ % Changs
prices were added to the data base.

TPN Average

s$223a e 3231.78

$200.00

$150.00

o
=
£
=

The average is totally updated each year for the PNC Cataiog :gg EH\E }: ; ﬁg;;ﬁ ﬁg;g
by asking dealers to provide their most recent lists and by re- | xqt FiAG 2 1 0245 246
moving from the data base any prices that are more than three 0F FLAG x 1 134 1354
months old. 2 s 2 1 1650 160
) o ;) FLAG 7 3 5916 26
Jerry and Barb Koepp of Stamps 'n’ Stoff raised their price for i ) FLAG % 5Btk 551 5.50 187
an “F" stamp strip with the plate numbers 1211 from $20.00 w0 ﬁ Fﬂg gg 5"“’? gﬂg g% Eg
$35.00 since their ad in the January issue of TPN. 53 TRNG 53 3 e 19072 15
And aimost all dealers are leapfrogging the price of the 19¢ S1ep TRANG 52 § 13 1610 AT
Fishing Boat with the numbers A1112. Haake's price is up to $9 g% % gg g };ﬁ gs% 122%
from $3.50. Dr. Robert Rabinowitz is at $12 and Craig Selig at m TRANS i 2 13% 343 104
$11.50. BATIP TRANS 84 3 - 1364 —
Haake said he bought some of the A1112 Boats through Dan 3:3;2? % gg l I;;ﬂ Egﬁ g;g
Anspach of Lancaster, Pa. But that source has now dried up ?ﬂ:} m 133 ? l;g% 1%&; 28
and Haake's search through other Pennsyvania post offices has biylbie TR e J iy b 25:‘;2
turned up nothing. i TS 6 219 2% 1%
The price hikes on the two combinations of the “F” stamp and 7T6Re: TRANS 7 6 60.18 680
the A1112 Fishing Boat are the most dramatic among recent in- ]g}; m }g ; 101;3 "£ ;g}
creases. Less noticed are advances in some run-of-the-mill older 1817 TRANS 1% 1 15 76 17
issues. All 5.9¢ Bicycles, all 10.9¢ Hansom Cabs, Plates 3 and 4 21 TRANS il 1 17699 1905 150
unprecanceled of the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon, and Plate 11 of the 20¢ ggg ;m gg ; ﬁg 1?%52 2;1
Fire Pumper have been nudging upward, as have the precancels 2T TRANS 2 n 85 B 674
of the 3.4¢ Schocl Bus and the 4¢ Stagecoach. e TRANS bl 12 118 1ng gt
Among more recent issues, Plate 1 of the precancled 5.5¢ :g‘dﬁ? Fﬁ 18 ?ﬁ — 11:5:.8 _
Tractor and Plate 3 of the 7.6¢ Carreta are both higher. On the 1121 i i k)] 1635 L no
latter, Dr. Rabinowitz’s price went from §7.75 10 $10.75. 21 CONS 2 ! mnn @
. . . . M3 GONS 2 3 W L~
Also going up is the overall-tagged version of the revised d¢ %ol DFFICIAL A 1 5600 a4
Stagecoach, which was printed for the Disabled American Vete- 01 OFFICIAL b i 8970 BN

rans. Dr. Rabinowitz’s price jumped from $5 to $8. On Plate 3
of the 8.4¢ Wheel Chair, his price shot from $14 to $20.

For precancel gap coilectors, Gap SL on the 12¢ Stanley
Steamer went from $175 to §225 on Dr. Rabinowilz's special
list for precancel gaps.

An omen of things to come is the high wholesale price for the
10¢ undenominated Eagle and Shield. Many wholesalers arc
charging triple face ($1.50 for a strip of five) for these stamps—
a sure sign thal these dime stamps are going to cost a lot more
than the 10¢ Canal Boat or the generic precanceled 10¢ Tractor
Trailer.

We have added the E&S stamp with the numbers A33333 1o the
TPN Average. According to Haake, that combination of num-
bers may become difficult to find. [Some dealers, however, are
restricting sales of A32333 ]

The average has risen 28.5% since the 1990 catalog, isseed in
May 1990, and up 7.7% over the 1991 catalog, published in Au-
gust 1991, 5

Royal Mail also makes misteaks

Step aside, USPS. The British messed up even more than

you in 1991,
On Sept. 10, the Royal Mail issued seven new definitives
% just before a rate hike. Included was a 35p valve to meet the
domestic first-class rate for 61 to 100 grams. The enly trouble
was thal when the rales were published, that rate was 36p.

But that wasn't the only error. S0p and £1 vending machine
booklets advertised the first-class rate for 100 grams at 35p,
% 43p, and 51p. Those rates tumned cut to be 36p, 45p, and 54p.

2 The booklets were to be withdrawn as soon as replacements
were ready; but there were no plans to issue a 36p stamp to
1eplace the 35p on the premise that anyone could use two 18p

stamps to meet the rate. [J




ADLETS

Clasaified ads are 15 cents a
word. There is no charge ifor

your address. Members of
PNC? are entitled to one FREE
25-word adlet each year.

ULTRA VIEW MOUNTS:The only stamp rmounts on the
markel that allow ransmission of UV light, plug hav-
ing acid-free paper inserts for facilitating stamp inser-
tion and stamp retention. Coil strip package $6,00. H.
Hamy Mueggenburg, 3525 Bluff i, Carmichael, CA
95608. (6-92)

SELLING PNC strips of 3, 5. | will sell them 25% off
your best dealer prica. Send SASE for strins avaliable.
Am | crazy? Yes. Raphasl Peretz, 16-37 Utopla Pwy.,
Whitestone, NY 11357 (2-92 PNC3)

WANTED: 25¢ Yosemite #1 phosphor commettial cov-
ers and used singles. Will pay cash or trade other PNC
commercial covers, Bab Reege Jr, PO Bex 5115320,
St Louis, MO 63151, Phone (314} 487-1201 after 5§
p.m. {3-92)

FOR SALE: Set Lighthouse PNC pages complete
through 1988 including one Lighthouse binder and
slip case—used but excellent condition, $130 inciug-
ing shigping. Ed Bizub, 1579 Franklin St., Clark, N.J.
07066. (2-82 PNG3I)

WANTED PS 18z Reqular Perfed XF-s, imper!, mispetf,
micut. John Tison (PNC3 473, APS, ASDA) B&J Bales,
3012 S, Croddy Way, Santa Ana, CA $2704. 1-800-
854-4487. {6-92)

BI-MONTHLY SALES: Mal)-Bid-PNCs, strips, perfins,
precancals, Free Catalog. QRBE, PO Box 70, Umpguan
UR 97486-0070, (2-92 PNC3 )

JOIN THE CLUB, join PNC3, Monthly nerwsiettar, auc-
Gions, regional meelings. For details, write Gena C.
Trinks, 3603 BeHlows Ct., Troy, M1 4B083. [2-62)

ULTRA VIEW MOUNTS: One package, $6.00. Two pack-
ages, $11.50, ansudh for 150 strips of 3, 100 strips af
5 or 25 strips of 18, Guaranteed, H, Harry Mueggen-
burg, 3525 Blulf Gt, Carmichasl, CA 95608, [3-92)

EUY AND TRADE Tagging varieties, misperf, imperf,
£FQs. H. Harry Mueggenburg, 3525 Biuff Gt, Carmi-
chael, GA 95608, (3-92)

TAGGING BREAKS! | have put together a buying-selling
iist of tagging brezks on the Cattrell, B, and C press,
For a copy, please send a SASE to Cantemparary Colls
(Kim Guniberti), PO Box 3654, Danbury, CT (2-82)

FIRST DAY COVER
MAIL BID SALE

Specializing in Plate Number Coils on
FDCs, classic FDCs, handpainted FDCs,
first cachets, and flights.

Send for free catalog today.

My regular price Vst of PNCs and booklet
panes on FOCs is available for a SASE.

VISA and MasterCard accepted.

BILL NORTON
MAIL BID SALES
PO Box 5525-E
Little Rock, AR 72215-5535
(501) 224-8559

The Plate Number, March 1992 | 39

UPDATE: New stamps, eatalog updates,

catalog corrections, TPN corrections
- -

New stamps

10U ALIITP—The 104 undenomninated Eagle
and Shield with plaic numbers “Al11111," rolls of
500 and 10,000, Buffalo, Dec. 13. (Coveney)

10U A21112P—Same, "“A21112,7 rolls of 500,
Dee. 13, (Dr. Rabinowitz)

10U A21113P—Same, “A21113,” rolls of S00,
about Dec. 15. {Coveney) Rolls of 3,000, Jan. 12
{Cuniberti)

10U A22112P—Same, “A22112,” rolis of 500,
Salt Lake City, Dec. 13. (Singer, Cladk)

101 AZ2113P—Sarne, “A22113." rolls of 500,
Buffale, Dec. 13. (Coveney) Rolls of 3,000 and
rolls of 10,000, (Dr. Rabinowitz)

10U A12213P—Same, “Al12213," rolls of 3,000,
Jan 27, (Dr. Rabinowitz)

101 A3ZL3A3F---Same, “A32333," rolls of 3.000,
Jan. 9. (Anonyinous via Dr. Rabinowitz)

10U A33333P—Same, “A33333," rolls of 3,000,
Jan. 3. (Dr. Rabinowitz)

10U A33335P—Same, “A23335," abaut Feb. 3.
(Dr. Rabinowitz)

10U A43334P—Same, “A43334" mmolls of
10,000, Dec. 20, (Dr. Rabinowiz) Rolls of 3,000,
{Cibulskas)

10U A43324P—Same, “A43324,” rolls of 3,000,
Jan, 3. (Dr. Rabinowiiz)

10U A43325P—Same, “A43325," Feb, 6. (Dr
Rabinowitz}

10U A43326P—Same, “A43326," Feb. 6. (Dr
Rabinowitz)

10U Ad3426P—Same, “A43426,” Feb. 10, rolls
of 500. (Dr. Rabinowitz)

10U A53335P—Same, “A53335,” mlls of 3,000,
Jan. 3. {[Dx Rabinowitz)

10U AS4444P—Same, “AS4444." about Feb. 3.
(Dr. Rabinowitz)

10U AS54445P—Same, “A54445,” about Feb. 3.
{Dr Rabinowitz)

23F A122P—The 23¢ Flag with the numbers
“A122" in rolis of 500 in Denver, Jan. 13. (Scou
Srith)

23F A112P-—Same, with the numbers “A112" in
rolls of 3,000, (Dz. Rabinowitz)

29F5—Plate 5 of the 29¢ Flag over Mt Ruosh.
more. Cover mailed from Middlesex-Essex, Mass.,
about Dec. 6, but with Los Angeles comer card.
(Found by Antheny Bruna, tted by Lawrence
via Haake, Washburn) Rolls of 500 and 3,000, Des
Moines, lowa, Jan, 14. (Caveney, Koepp)

29F8—Same, Plaie 8, rolls of 500, on or about
Jan. 15, (Selig)

29F9—S8ame, Plate 9, rolls of 100 in Centralia,
IL., Jan. 9. (Bryan via Cuniberti}

LAST-CHANCE SALE

All but 80 copies of the 1991 PNC Catalog
have been sold. I'd like to gat rid of these
last few copies, so | am cffering TPN
readers a deal:

$12.50 postpaid
{$13.28in Ohin)
Get them while they last!

STEVE ESRATI
PO Box 20130
Shaker Heights, CH 44120
(216) 561-9393

29M §22221—The 29¢ denominated flower, per-
forated. lssued March 3 in Rochester N.Y. Found
about Jan, 10. (Koepp and Maifeld)

Update 1o TPN and 1991 Catalog

4T1—EKU for Plate 1 of the 4¢ Stagecoach,
Aug. 16, 1983, (Washbum)

4T3~—EKU for Plate 3 of the 4¢ Stagecoach,
Nov. 26, 1982 (Washbum})

4T1X—Tagging break 2I. on the perfs of 4¢
Steam Carriage. (Scott Smith)

ST1YI—EKU for untagged 5¢ Circus Wagon,
surip eut from a DAV envelope and pasted on other
cover Jul. 30, 1991 EKU (Schulman)

15T2—Tagging break 38R on Plate 2 of the 15¢
Tugboat, overall tagged. (Scott Smith)

20M4—EKU for Plate 4 of the 20¢ Consumer
Education stamp, May 3, 19582, (Leffel)

22F5—EKU for Plate 5 of the 222 Flag, Aug. &,
1985, [(Washbum}

Corrections to January TPN

Page 1—The description in the front-page check-
list of new issues for 1T2Ri said “Plate 1" I
should have said "Plate 2.”

Pape 2—The hunt for the untagged 5¢ Circus
Wagon (January editorial) was a cocperative effort
by several dealers, whose motive was to make sure
collectors were able to obtain minc suips before all
such untagged strips were used up by the Disabled
American Veterans. It was not an effent 10 comer
1he market since all other dealers were able to ob-
tain sirips from the cooperating dealers. It was not
TPN's intention 1o imply that anyone was trying to
take advantage.

Page 12— We ned a new gap position for
Plate 5, Typeface A af the 17¢ Electric Auto, based
on Howard Moser’s anticle on half gaps. Kim Cuni-
berti has now examined Lhe stamp and found it to
be a Typeface B, meaning that no Line gap exists
on Typeface A precancels.

Page 14—Iin the item abou: Dr. Rabinowitz's es-
timate on two strips of eight of Plates 3 and 5 of
the 5.2¢ Sleigh with a tapgging break at 4R, it was
stated that “those same strips were sold for $75 a
set less than a year sgo.” The buyer, Alan Thom-
son, painis cut that he booght strips of five (really
a single with 4 stamps attached at the right end)
and “strips of eight are infinitely more valuable™
Thomson did not pay $75 for the set but §75 for
cach suip. TPN rgreis any embarrassment 1o Dr
Rabinowatz.

Fage 16—The unverified report of vnuagged 252
Flags from Plate 9 has been withdrawn by David
Zajac. On re-cxamination in a third UV light, the
smps were found to be weakly tagged on phos-
phored paper. (See H. Harry Mueggenburg’s letter
in this issue.)

Page 17—The Eurcka stroke perforator is not a
comb perforator. Using wraditicnal philmelic termi-
nology, it is a harrow perforatorn (Lawrence)

Corrections to 1991 Catalog

Page 62-~The checkiist for miscellaneous series
should have indicated that all four plates of the 20¢
Consumer Education teries have found with
purple machine cancels,

e R e )
Z FREE ADLETS Z
Buy, sell, or swap varietiags of

the Graat Amearicans series.
SWAP OFFER: Quantities too limited to seil. Wrils for

offer. H. Harry Mueggenburg, 3525 Bluff Ct., Carmi-
chael, CA 95608.
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BEP and ABN provide plate-activity data to TPN

CATALCG  PLATE ASSKNED PRESS
4T1X 187482-1 10/01/80 D
sTze 188274-1 Nt c
7ATIP 1775091 11/26/86 B
8.4T2P 180790-2 on15me [
10T1XP 188183-1 o3I c
1172p 109228-2 ur/zem c
2312 107685-2 01/24M1 G
25F8 181664-9 (UL k] 4
25F11 133158-11 05/00/89 [
25F12 13381312 nzAs [
25F14 18483214 10089 c
29F2 187970-2 o1/z251 [
29F2 183045-3 02/1/81 c
29r8 1483153-3 030481 c
E 1783231 GaM2/86  Andraniti
New informaticn in bold-face type.

SUBJELTS TO PRESS CANCELED
18xa8 01/08/94
18x48 oasze/n
18x52 01/05/87 473001 78,701
18x48 08/25/88 42481 572,500
18x43 oamm
13z4a
18x48 020491 31581 547.045
18x20 031 Anem 7,282,500
18x20
18x20 NEVER 42401 NOME
1820 12060 3n8m
10220 0172481
1020 62720081 10/14m1
1848
400 REVER 7/20/88 NONE

IMPRESS. NOTES

Corrected press and plate size

Corracted plale size

For tha first time, printers have supplied
not only the plate number combinations
as they appear on our stamps, but also the
chronological order in which they were
printed.

Kelly Keogh of American Bank Note
Co. was able to oblain the combinations
from Guilford Gravure, the subcontractor
who printed the 19¢ Fishing Boat, 23¢
Flag and 10¢ Eagle and Shield.

Keogh said the way she gave the num-
bers to TPN was the chronological order
in which they were printed.

Keogh also reported that ABN is now
printing “G" stamps and more 29¢ Flag
over Mt Rushmore in gravure.

Similarly, Robert Lane, manager for en-
gineering at Stamp Venturers, said the
perforated 29¢ Flower would be availa-
ble with the numbers si111 and 52222,
{The stamps were to be issued March 3
but have been in ccllector hands since
Jan. 10. At the time of writing, only §2222
has been found.)

Meanwhile, USPS has been holding np
all plate-activity reports issued since the
one for February 1991. According to
Gordon Morison, assistant postmaster
general, USPS lacks information needed to
issue the report. The Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing said it sends reports to
L'Enfant Plaza every month.

Knowing this, TPN asked Leah Akbar
of BEP whether it would be possible to
obtain information on the last of the B
Press stamps for which we lack data.

Akbar said BEP is not anthorized 1o is-
sue that information directly to the press.

Sc TPN sent a list of plates for which
information was lacking, hoping that Ak-
bar would be able 1o add some insighis
into the mysteries of the plates.

The results were not completely satis-
factory, although Akbar worked over the
list of some 40 piates line by line. She
was unable to fill in data for the plates we
wanted most o know about, such as Plate

3 of the 8.4¢ Wheel Chair, and for the 5¢
Circus Wagon, for which BEP made two
plates, both with the plate number 1.

The table above does add a few stamps
that have appeared since last Febroary,
but it aiso includes two canceled plates
impressicon total.

Problems like ours could so easily be
averted, if only USPS would send out the
reports every month as it once did.

Maybe Oliver Stone should make a mo-
vie about how USPS sits on the evidence.,
But even that might not work.

Two new numbers were reported far the
23¢ Flag by Keogh in January.

The new numbers are A112 and A122. At
the time of the report, neither combina-
tion of numbers had been reported by
collectors. Both have now been found.

[Previously, ABN had told TPN about
AZ222 more than a month before it was
found by several dealers.]

According 1o Keogh, the now-
completed printing of the 23¢ Flag pro-
duced 395 million stamps. The plate-
number combinations were printed in the
following chronological sequence: Alll,
A212, A122, A112, and AZ22.

The significance of the report of the
two new numbers may not be apparent.
When ABN listed the three number combi-
nations abont which it knew for the No-
vember issuc of TPN (but too late to be
printed in that issue), it listed only A1li,
A212, and A222,

Keogh was specifically asked whether
the reports she received from Guilford
Gravure were in chronoclogical order. She
said they were.

When Keogh updated the list with the
two new combinations, the two new com-
binations appeared in the middle of the
list, not afier A222, the last stamp reported
in October. This, then casts some doubt
on the accuracy of the reports being
made to Keogh by Guilford, which also
omitted the combination A21113 from the

list of the 10¢ Eagle and Shields.

This would make the probability of de-
ciphering a plate-activity report as to
what plates were on press at any given
time extremely low. Further, it is not un-
common nowadays for USPS to release
piate-activity reports more than six
months after the activity being recorded.

Thus, unfortunately, the chronology
supplied by Guilford, even though it is
suspect, may be the best we can ever ex-
pect.

Working on the basis of the information
from Keogh, Scott Smith of Colorado
Springs began a search for the two new
number combinations. Within five days,
he reported finding A122 in rolls of 500 in
Denver. Smith said a call to Tucson,
Ariz., tipped him off as to where the
stamps could be found.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz found the other
namber on Feb. 11 in roils of 500. ]

Data Bank

of official inlormation

Coils of 50 ahead?

The format for a stamp design—sheet, coil or
boalde: stamp, starmped envelope, postal card, aer-
ogramme—normally will be established prior 0
making the design assignment. Following is a list
of the major formats and their varieties: ...

3. Coil stamps: These inchide primarly
definilive stamps, and nommaily will be vertically
oniented. Coils may cantain as few as 50 stamps, or
as many as 10,000.

“Postage Suamp Design—Performance Stan-
dards,” by Design Section, Stamp Marketing Divi-
sion

Reprinted in 1.5, Specialist, December 1997

Mandatory apartment numbers

delayed for ZIP+4 mailers

Mailpicces comaining addresges without aparn-
ment or suite numbers will continue to be cligible
for sutomation-based mates provided the ZIP+4
code or barcode represents the building code when
aviilable. Mandatory use of aparument or suiile
m;rgnabers 15 posiponed...untl at least September
1993,

Marketing and Customer Service Group i-9-92
in Postal Bulletin 1/9/92
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Tagging breaks on Cottrell Press PNCs (updated through Jan. 27, 1992)

3L

o v—

e

Cat, No. { 61 TS T AL Tl i R T 2R TR T SR T A
212 BStb i ESW JiBOBLSLEBCH J i i Symbols. atrevialions
2T BSb :BSt JjBCI SbiBCD J i ;
78 B Slb 8Ce Ji BCibe J i i : B = only a bar break haa been
1o BSib BCic Jf BCbc Jf i i { seen. Clips amd screw heeds
ST SRR SRR EUNOTYD: SURINETICY: SIS SIS § e ; also show bar breaks.
5TH ! i ipsh GSIH JisSh . i
| AR R e Aol
513 BSb 35thJ {8CH J§BC tBCHJ ] i : adener
5T4 BSb BSIbJ §BCH JiBCH BCb J i i :

= ? ; J = 8 junclion of lour mats has
5213 B51% H been lound al this localion.
52T5 B St % : t This is seen as a horizonial

2 b break PLUS a vertical bregk.
1711 BCb | BCh J ; i _
172 BCb JiEBCH J i % = exists with Sb, but nol in
1711 jecwd ; BCe J§ BT J { H :  numbered siip,
T4 {BCb BCc J} 8Che J : Est :
-
PS/5 % [3L_[2t | 1. J R 28] TAGGING

Notes to ahove chart
17T4, 3R found used as a P5/4.
All positions gre given by

i i 1L
is the stamp with the piate num-
ber.

This chan developed and updat-
ed by Eugenc R. Emst, Please re-
rt new finds to him at 15522
indy Cove, Houston, TX
77095. Please include w diagmam
showing how you couni position.

Overall tagging

foniy on mils whem the tagging tremk is
constani and dos not “walk’)

4TIRI (W) 2L,9R

ATIX (on sumpa) 1117, 8L, TL, 6L,
LY, 1L, 3R, SR,
7R, 9R2, 1OR?

121, 1L, 8. 7L,
6L, SL, 4L, 3L, 2L,
1L, Line, 1R, 2R, 3R,
G6R, 9R, 10R. 1IR,
12R

13L, 10L. BL. 7L.

6L, 5L, 4L7, 2L, IL,

5K, 12R

f2L, 1L, 1oL, oL,
8L, 1. 612, 5L, 4L,

L, 2., 1L, Line, 1R,

2R, IR, 4R, 5R, 6R,

SR, 11R

22X 12L/R

3171 121, 11L
# ST1Y Circus Wagon is conformed
with only one break in 52 stamps.
“W* indicates that a “walking” tag-
ging treak has also been reported.
This means a break eatt be found on
all poaitions.
A question mark indicates that the re-
ported  position has not  been
confirmed

AT1X (on pexfs)

STIY#

" 1STA W)

Untagged siripe

across top or bottom
4TIRI Top
smy Tep, bonom
15T2i Top, boom$1 T1
Tep, banses

Emel welcomes new repois.

Michel shows how to catalog PNCs

A calalog can be improved;
the 1992 Michel USA Speciai-
ized proves it.

No, the 1992 edition no longer
has 18 Transporation coils on
its cover, but it’s one whale of a
lot better.

Before going into each im-
provement, it is impottant 1o
know that Michel, 3 German-
language catalog that can be
used by English speakers, uses a
table in which each PNC is listed
by plate number and is priced as
a mant single, used single, pair,
strip of three and strip of five.

That's a great advantage over
the Scott Specialized Catalogue

.of U.S. Siamps, which couldn’t

list the plate numbers in a se-
quenice convenient Lo catalog us-
ers

With a litle nudging from the

© PNC Swdy Group's Wolfgang

Schén 4nd through the nse of a
PNC Catalog contributed by
him, Michel now prices all pre-
cancei styles of the 17¢ Electric
Auto. Unfortunately, it ignores
se-tenant precancels.

Michetl lists and prices souve-
nir pages, but the prices are for
stamps without plate numbers.

The catslog—which  lists
stamps up to the June 25, 1991,
29¢ self-stick Torch--includes
overall tagging on the 4¢ Stage-
coach from the B Press.

There is a problem in compar-
ing prices between this edition
and the last {1989} because of
the change in the value of the
dollar against the mark. While
most prices of receni stamps
have declined shightly in matks,

PNC prices, on the whole, are
up a bit. In some instances, how-
ever, PNC prices have msen
sharply as, for example, the 20¢
Flag precance!l, from DM22 in
1989 o DM120 in 1992 (abomt
$78). Plate 3 of the 22¢ Flag
went from DMB5 1o DM120
($78).

The pricing in marks, howev-
er, has one huge advaniage.
Since many Europeans have ac-
cess to Michel catalogs, using it
for swapping makes for a fair
exchange. That cannot be done
so easily by using Scott catalogs
which are not always current on
prices for foreign stamps.

Also, as we indicated in cur
last issue, Scott stoully refuses
10 treat different precancels as
different stamps. Thus our two
distinct 10.1¢ Cil Wagons and
7.1¢ Tractors have the same
Scott number.

Asked about this, Scott’s Rich-
ard Sine said: “We do not distin-
guish  between  overprints.”
(Why, then, are the Kansas-
Nebraska stamps listed scparate-
yh

Michel Fnally was able to
straighten itself out on the B
Press reprints of the 8.3¢ precan-
cels. In 1989, these got lost.
Qddly, Michel does not mention
the missing joint line as a distin-
guishing sign, and relies entirely
on the slight difference in the
width of the stamp from the one
printed on the Cotirell presses.

But to show how much Michel
has leamed, one has to look at
the 21.1¢ Letters and 18¢ Wash-
ington Monuments. Michel says

fatly that all precanceled Letters
stamps with the numbers 111121
are faintly tagged in error That
was first reported in these pages
in May 1989 by Xim Cuniberti.

Michel also notes that some
(not “all") precancels of the
Monument with the plate num-
bers 33333 are faintly tagged in
£ITOT.

Scott is unaware of such nu-
ances, yet has the nerve to call
itself a specialized catalog of
U.S. stamps, a specialized that
doss nol even recognize such
major varieties as different over-
print texts ot the absence or
presence of lagging.

{It should be noted that the
first Catalog of Plate Number
Coils was published primarily
because four years afier the first
PNC was 1ssued, Scott still listed
no PNCs at all.}

Thus, the 1992 Scott does not
list the untagged 4¢ Father Flan-
apan, but Michel does.

Michel also lists and prices the
25¢ Flag over Yosemile scpar-
ately for phosphored paper and
block tagging. Scott does, too,
but unlike Michel, Scott could
not pring itself 10 give them dif-
ferent catalog numbers.

That does not mean that Mich-
el is perfect. Far from it. It lists
the reissued le¢ Omnibus from
Plates 2, 3, and 4, none of which
have been reported yet It also
gives the plate numbers of the
23¢ Lunch Wagon as 1 and 2.
Plate 1 was never printed. Plate
3, which was, goes without a
histing,

All in all, not bad. (]



42 | The Plate Number, March 1992

Incidence of F stamps

Plate Actual # Actual %
1111 361 14.30%
1222 637 25.24%
2222 1,444 57.21%
1211 33 1.31%
2211 49 1.94%
Totals: 2,524 100.00%
Incidence of 29¢ Flags
Plate Actual # Actual %
1 584 2! 66%
2 100 2 71%
2i - 3 G.11%
3 642 23.81%
4 334 12.39%
5 0 0.00%
6 73 2.71%
6i 1 0.04%
7 956 35.46%
8 0 0.00%
9 0 0.00%
A11111 3 0.11%
Totals: 2,696 100.00%
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Unmottled used Rushmores found

Joann Lenz has reported a brezkdown of PNCs found on com-
mercial covers mailed in Michigan.

As the finder of the first 29¢ Mt. Rushmore stamps with an un-
mottled form of overall tagging on strips from Plate 6, pur-
chased from a vending machine, Lenz has found one such used
copy in her 742 covers bearing numbered stamps. She also
found three covers with an unmeottled stamp from Plate 2. Both
finds are listed in the incidence table and are listed as 2i and 6i.

Bob Reece Jr., a mixture dealer in St. Louis, broke down his
1,152 numbered Rushmore covers, ail from a Michigan utility
company, and his 1,361 numbered “T™* stamp covers from the
same source.

In chackmg his percemag&: against the figures published in
the Janovary issue of TPN, Reece was surprised that his single-
stale lot's percentages differed only slightly from the previous
resuits.

Of interest in this month’s charts on the Rushmores is the low
incidence of finds from Plates 2 and 6. ~

As was to be expected, judging by the skyrocketing dealer
prices on the “F" stamp bearing the numbers “1211,” that stamp
has a low incidence among the cover and mixture sorters; But-it

is surprising that stamps with’the number “2211" are also‘?:gm ’;‘

ing in with a low find ratio.

Additional reports from mixture sortcrs and collectors of c%n @, +

mercial covers are always welcome.

Reports this month come from Lenz, Reecc Malek, yp #
(to Coii Line) Novak, Foster, Ditsch, and Richards.

Please send in reports of breakdowns by plate number from
your mixtures or commercial-cover lots. (]

BULK MAIL
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