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The UVM Story: Things are rough all over

Miami, Fla.

By Stephen L. Sickerman

Miami is about 414, hours south of my
home in Wintar Haven. I'm an inspector
for the state of Florida and was able o
schedule work in Dade County (Miami)
in the week of Aug. 17-22, in hopes of
getting some PNCs and preparing a hand-
ful of first-day-of-use covers.

I had spoken to Rita Reyes in the USPS
Media Relations office in Miami to
confirm the sites and working hours of
each post office that was 1o have a Postal
Mailing Center (PMC). | had located all
four designated PMC post offices on my
Miami road map and was prepared 1o visit
thern afi on Friday moming, Aug. 21. 1
did not want ko leave anything to chance.

My last inspection Thorsday was only a
couple of miles from the General Mail Fa-

cility, 50 [ decided 1o go there for an early
look-see. I arrived around 4:30 p.m. and
found two UsPS employees, a man and a
woman, working on the PMC, which
looked like a high-tech, stainless steel
washing machine with a small black-and-
Please turn to Page 134

Detroit, Mich.

By Stephen G. Esrati

After driving nearly 200 miles to Ann
Arbor, Mich., and hunting down the cor-
rect post office, | printed up some Univer-
sal Vending Machine coils lats on a Fri-
day afternoon in Augnst.

I had been told there would be a techni-
cian standing by the PMC machine to help
me work it. There was not. | wish there
had been.

Nor were there any other collectors or
dealers waiting 10 use the PMC, which is
about four feet tall, three feet wide, and
two feet deep.

All instructions on how to use it were
shown on a small screen, about a foot
across and about eight inches deep. The
instructions could be switched over into
Please turn to Page 120

Dr. Rabinowitz finds mint A33334 E&S

Some dealers balk
at buying them at

wholesale price of $45

Nine months after the 10¢ Eagie and
Shield was issued Dec, 13, 1991, Dr. Rab-
ert Rabinowitz found roils of 3,000 with
the plate-number combination *A33334."

Only two used copies with that combi-

nation of plate numbers had been reported
previously.

The A33334 stamps were among the 14
combinations printed first by Guilford
Gravure. But despite all efforts by plate-
number hunters. that combination could
not be found mint.

The find, according to Al Haake, had
some similarities to A32333, of which only
15 roiis of 3000 were found. Both finds,
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he said, were in mixed cases, that is cases
in which there were also stamps with oth-
er plate numbers. Haake termed the
A33334 find as guite small.

Dr. Rabinowitz, who had writien count-
less post offices in searching for the
stamp, was notified of the find and went
to the post office on the day the stamps ar-
rived there.

The omly remaining E&S combination
that has yet 1o be found is A12113, also one
of the first 14 combinations printed.

The A33334 stamps originally retailed
from $70 up, but the wholesale price was
1aised in September and a 20% increase
was annoenced for October by the two
dealers who control the stock, Haake and
Dr. Rabinowitz. The original wholesale
price charged by them was $45 a strip,
but it was raised SeplL 25 to $65.

Their “introductory” rtetail price was
570 for fine, $84 for F-VE and 598 for
XF before being raised 10 $85, $102, and
5119,

Several PNC dealers at first refused to
stock up on A33334 out of fear that more
would be found or because of anger over
the high whatesale price.

Please turn 1o Page 119
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The Morison-McDowell Legacy

As Gordon Morison and Don McDowell involuntarily
depart the two wop U.S. Postal Service management posi-
tions that affect stamp-issuing and philatelic policy, the
mourners are mainly those who had hoped to share the
spoils and subsidies for a while longer, and not many oth-
ers.

Thar’s a sweep fall from grace. After all, these twwo men
gave us the most popular U.S. stamps of all time—among
stamp collectors, thac is—the Transportation coil series.
We pNC collectors, more than any other hobby group, owe
them praise for that.

Nevertheless it was their hubris, not our capriciousness,
that doomed their repurartions. Some of their bad decisions
were inadvertent miscakes, bur most were calculated plans
based on a vision that defied accountability to anyone, evi-
dendy on the theory that posunasters general may come
and go, but the bureaucracy persists and has its way.

Until now, thae theory worked. While PMG Anthony
Frank basked in Olympic ostentaticn and Elvis exhibidon-
ism, he left the careerists in charge of the store, and they
made the most of it. PMG Marvin Runyen is evidenty cut
from different cloth.

Not everyone agrees with my belief that most of the ex-
alted pronouncemnents from the fifth floor at CEnfant Pla-
za were designed to camouflage corruption and incptitude,
but anyone who takes tme to study Richard Sennetts
criminal record will marvel thar he would qualify to print
government press handouts, let alone postage stamps.

Nurturing Sennett’s rehabilitation was just one element
of the Morison-McDowell scheme “to re-invent the post-
age stamp,” as they proudly boasted. They had a lot of
good new ideas but, as Abraham Lincoln would have said,
what was good wasn't new and what was new wasn't good.

One source says that McDowell traveled all the way wo
China to observe first-rate gravurc stamp-printing technol-
ogy, so he surely knows that it is possible w produce su-
perb, high quality stamps using chat process. Yer the quali-
ty of our stamps has been steadily cheapened to martch the
press capability available to Sennett and other private-
sector contractors. At the same ime, a series of gimmicks
was dreamed up, each beyond the capability of the Burcau
of Engraving and Printing, to justify giveaways.

Most resulred in Rascos. Pandering to PMG Frank’s back-
ground as a banker, the UEnfant Plaza legion gave us Auro-
matic Teller Machine stamps—suitable for use in just a fow
places, and made of nan-recyclable plastic—complete with
a baloney sandwich {thar is, 2 lot of baloney about the
high-tcch sandwich of ink, paper, plastic, and adhesive that
failed the first philatelic west, soakability). Stamp wrirers
swallowed the baloney and then forgot all about it when
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the third generation of ATM stamps with fewer pretensions
belaredly addressed the problem of recyclabiliry.

Every “re-invented” stamp innavation provided a photo
opportunity that directed public and philatelic attention
away from chronic and worsening problems in the U.S.
stamp program; but most failed, and disappeared down the
memory hole with no accounuability for the millions of
wasted dollars. (One exception was the rigged poll seeking
to demonstrate public acceprance of Richard Sennett’s rou-
letwed coils and stamp sticks.)

Do you remember the Quick Fares 'N Stamps machines
set up in nine Washingron, D.C., subway starions on Feb,
10, 19892 Wayne Youngblood's phato of Gorden Morison
cutting the ribbon ac the Farragut West Merro starion ran
in the Feb. 27, 1989, Linnk The machines are sdll there,
but I've never found one in working order any tme I've
been in Washington.

Later thar year came the Automatic Postal Teller experi-
ment, which failed so quickly and colossally that collectors
were never able to obrain adequate quantities of Autopost
stamps, and already they are scarce and expensive. Used
non-philaelic examples are unknown,

The big quesdon is why Morison and McDowell were
trying to re-invent computcrized automatic postage in the
first place, when they were well aware that fess expensive
well-designed working machines have been available from
Marsushira in Japan since 1975, from Frama in Swirzer-
land since 1976, from Klussendorff in Germany since
1981, and from other foreign manufacturers more recently.
The Postal Service has used equipment manufacrured by
Frama in other applications, so the reason can't be reluc-
tnce to buy abroad, or unfamiliarity with the qualicy
available.

The failed Autopost experiment didn’t deter our dedicar-
ed re-inventors, so now we have the ECA GARD variable rate
coil hasco, and coming soon is the Unisys sequel. Within
two weeks of their installation, the majority of ECA GARD
machines were not in working order most of the time, and
any time one is found to be working, it is quickly emptied
of coils by stamp collectors and dealers.

In 1984 and 1985, Great Britain experimented with Fra-
ma vended postage at four locations in England. The test
was deemed 2 failure, the machines were rerired, and one
of them now vends souvenir specimen labcls to tourists ar



the Bricish National Postal Musecum.

If Jim Bruns sets up a Quick Fares "N Stamps machine,
an Automatic Postal Teller, and an ECa GARD Postage and
Mailing Center in the Gordon C. Morison/Donald M/
McDowell Room art our new National Postal Museum, he
wan't even be abic to vend souvenirs. Such is the legacy of
the men who tied to re-invent the postage stamp, and
failed.

Ken Lawrence
Why only in TPN?

The Plaze Number has in its brief seven years run several
articles we expecred to be picked up by the big narional
philatelic newspapers. They were not.

Here's an example from the April 1986 issue, asking: “Do
BEP printing totals cover up empioyee thefis?” It was writ-
=n by Ken Lawrence:

Three years ago, in connection with 2n investigation |
was doing for Sump Collector, 1 interviewed James E.
McGarrity, who used wo be an accountant at the Burcau. It
was informadion furnished by McGarrity in 1978 and
1979 that led to the indicement and conviction of former
BEF Dirccror James A. Conlon and Assistant Director
Richard Sennctt on federal conflict-of-interest charges.

McGarrity’s disclosures continued to embarrass Bureau
big shots, so he was forced out. 1 asked McGarrity about
the accuracy of printing figures. He scoffed at them: “A lot
of times in Accounting they get reporrs from the machine
in the production shop and then righe after that they ger
an invenrory account that's complerely different.

“Generally they'll po with the invenrory aceount, but no-
body says why. So, as it stands now; if they have a paper
count that says they should have 10,000 and they go
count 3,000, they'll change the paperwork.”

MeGarritys conciusion is that Burcau employees are
filching lots of stamps and money, and that the officials are
covering that up by fudging the numbers.

In 1987, 7PN disclosed the funny business that barred
anyone with a bulk-mail permit from using precancels
even if he had a permit to use precancels. The weeklies ig-
nored the report, or made fun of it. In 1988, USPS reversed
iwself.

In 1988, we noticed thar BEP was withholding data on
stamps that were never printed, such as the 19¢ and 20¢
American Red Cross stamps of 1981 and the 19¢ and 20¢
Savings and Loan Association stamp.

We asked why that information had been withheld until
1983. The wecklies did not even mention the story.

TPN's minuscule staff of unpaid correspondents, in addi-

This issue comes a bit late becanse Steve Es
frati was on vacation for most of October.
§ The January issue will be mailed at its cor
 rect time just after the Christmas mail rush}
dends. Ads for January should be at 7PN onj
ior before Dec, 21, :
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Pedro’s World of PNCs

by Pedro Ortegon. M.D.

Adam, there’s something | have to tell you. ... It
may be costiyl

Yoas?

Well...I'm thinking of getting into coils!

tion to reporting vast research accomplishments, some of
which affect U.S. stamps other than PNCs, has consiswendy
done what the American philacelic press has not done.
Mike Laurence, editor and publisher of Linsni, promised
that if anything newsworthy comes out of 7PN, Linn}
wouid report it as a news story. It never did, ncither on re-
search nor on plain journalism showing up the foibles of
the Postal Service, the BEP, and the private stamp ptinters.
So let me let you in on the secrer,

The stamp weeklies are tomlly dependent on the good
will of the Postal Service, which sends them beautiful color
transparcncies of new samps long before it sends out
black-and-white iliustrations ro ordinary stamp journalists,
like the one who writes for your Sunday paper {aithough
fewer and fewer American ncwspapers now have a stamp
column ar all). That advanee informartion is a favor, It lets
the stamp weeldics scoop everyone week after week, mak-
ing them a better source of stamp news than can be ob-
tatned anywhere else.

And so they don't rock the boat. They princ the handouts
from the Postal Service with nary a blue pencil mark, hard-
ly ever questioning the source abourt seeming incongruitics,
such as the information that the 29¢ White House coil
would have a marginal copyright inscription.

The stamp weeklies, which state that they're serving col-
lectors, are, in fact, businesses living off collecrors and deal-
ers. Whether they scrve their readers as well as they serve
Amos Press and Capical Ciries/ABC (the owner of Stamp
Collector) may be questioned by any reader who wonders
why they ncver, never bite the hands thac feed them pap.

Stephen G. Esrasi
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LETTERS:

All this stuff about coatcd papers and calendered papers.
Hogwash!
Canada uses coated paper on some of its stamps—on one
side.,
Keith Ot
Acampo, Calif.

Overall-tagged Canal Boat found

I appreciate the coverage of the Great Americans Series.
I'd like to see more.

Also, T have the 10¢ Canal Boat on a retumn envelope
(unused} with overall tagging. I've had ir in since mid-
June. Plate number unknown.

Richard L. Beecher
Los Angcles

{In reply: After you wroe to report this, an inrensive
search started, Evencually, Al Haake found the stamp, with
the same old plat= number and with shiny gum. Nobody
in the PNC Study Group can explain the shiny gum. It
may be that we are getting a host of new stamp papers.

(But a word of caution: We are not yet certain that this
new stamp has overall mgging or if it might not be on pre-
phosphored paper.

(Readers are urged 1o check cheir copics. If we have over-
all ragging, there should be tagging breaks or untagged top
or battom edges. Reports are requested.)

Answer was incorrect

Your Page 89 reply ta Wayne Meyers is not correct. His
Bulk Rate 19¢ Fishing Boar cover may be legitimare, al-
though too little is shown to be sure.

Not all precancels are untagged, although twday all Bu-
reau precancels lack ragping phosphors. Any definitve
stamp can be precanceled locally, with an authorized de-
vice, and then used for any valid precancel purpose.

In addidon, any stamps canceled with a mailer’s permit
postmark are legally considered precancels. Thus, a mailer
with a postmark permit AND a bulk-mail permit could
prepare a bulk mailing with the 19¢ Fishing Boat stamps
by canceling them with the permit device and by including
a “Bulk mail” endorsement.

If Meyers’ cover was scnt without a local precancel or a
mailer’s postmark, it was not a legitimare bulk-rate usage,
but tagging has nothing to do with it.

Ken Lawrence

Jackson, Miss.

Getting annoying

At first, it was kind of fun to snicker at the ongoing feud
among some of the FNC luminartes, but after a while it
started gerring annoying. I realize that there are bound to
be professional differences, but some of the bickering is
stricrly personal. [ appreciate your attempts to be fair to all
parties, and [ realize your need to respond to errors, as-
sumptions, and innuendoes in print, but the continuing
war of words among Ken Lawrence, Bob Rabinowirz, and

All that stuff about calendering is hogwash!

yourself saometimes takes away part of the fun thac I asso-
ciate with stamp collecting.

May 1 also comment about the UsPs Mis-Information
Branch? When arc thesc clowns going to be kicked our?
Within the past several years, the PR and Marketing flacks
at USPS have brought unwarranted secrecy, mismanage-
ment, and incompetence to 2 fine art, where it is almost
impossible to ger a straight answer regarding stamp design,
production, and distribution. And worse, they make no
apologies for goofing up.

How can the directar of the Office of Stamp and Phila-
telic Marketing argue that the UVM coils never had plate
numbers after they’d already been printed with plate num-
bers and sdil be credible? I give up.

Like you, I hope our new postmaster-general will bring
back the communication in the Office of Communication.

Stephen L. Sickerman
Winwer Haven, Fla.

(in reply: Responding only to the second part of your let-
ter, ler me just say thar ir is easier for a Washingron stamp
journalist, whose regular job is to report on the State De-
partment, to lcarn life-and-death decisions that are vital to
wour country than it is for him to learn when UsPs is going
to issuc a new stamp. MNone of this stuff should be secret.
As we go to press, 7PN has learned that a previously issued
stamp was to be issued in November prineed in yet another
manner, but we couldn't name the stamp, the printing pro-

" cess, or the printer because of UsPS secrecy rules.)

Calendering and Great Americans

Wolfgang’s letrer has an error in it that should be correct-
ed. Pressure is not exerted on linear distances; but on an
arca. Mathemadically, a line segment has no area.

Further, why do you seize on his statement that some ca-
lender rollers are fiber covered, to explain why some phos-
phoring is motted and same solid? If the rollers are fiber
covered, it's a very smooth, hard covering, perhaps like
tempered masonite, or it would not achieve the desired re-
sult of calendering.

To my way of thinking, such a covering explains noth-
ing. You also seem to imply that the taggant is sdll wet
when it passes through the calendering process. Seems 1o
me that could lead to a huge mess.

We need some real answers here if the calendering theory
is to have any credibiliry.

The continued presence of the overall tagged Flanagan
entry on the Great Americans chart is 2 sore spot. Why is
it chere when no onc has ever found such a stamp?

{In reply: It's gonel)

On Page 111, you list several Great Americans that were
moved from the A Press to the C or D presses. Among
them is the 1¢ Mitchell. Do you have any proof thar it was
actually reprinted on the C or D press? The A Press left
service in the spring of 1991, and the 1¢ Mitchell was re-
moved from sale on Aug. 31, 1991. Thar would indicate i
was not reprinted in 1991 at all, let alone on the C/D



press.
{In reply: BEP made Plate 1890232 for the D Press on june
22, 1991. It never reported sending the plate to press, but
we have BEP reports only through Seprember 1991, The
plate has not been canceled. The stamp may have been re-
placed by the 1¢ Kestrel, but for now, we do not know.)
At the bottem of the same column you list the USPS order
numbers for the $1 Hopkins stamp as shown in that mar-
velous publication, Stamps, ete. It all appears to be a grab
bag, but for the record, the prephosphored paper type is
supposed to be C1090, not D1090. 1 have another order in.
We'll see what I ger this time. So far, 109 is block tagged
and N1090 is overall tagped. If C109 comes back phos-
phored, I can say “Eurekal”
Alan Thomson
Northwood, N.H.

The ultimate loss of desire

It’s getting to a point where 1 don’t like PNCs much. With
all the back biting and pricc gouging, I've lost the desire o
keep up.

[ believe chere are 14 plate strips of the Erie Blue and the
reeail on that is $375 or more. Dealers don't have any of
these, so they don't adverdse.

Along comes the Toledo Brown and dealers buy up every-
thing they can get their hands on. More than 500 plare
strips were found, but two (maybe threc) people own them
all and they’re worth $150 a strip?

Dito on the 32333 and 33334 Eagle and Shiclds.
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It wouldn't surprise me if the number of PNC collectors

begins to drop in the near future,
Ed Gould
Roscomman, Mich.

In reply: Ken Lawrence has been saying  for several
months that he expects PNC collecting to be affected nega-
tvely for several reasons:

* The multrude of Exs plare-number combinatons,
with high prices an 50¢ strips.

* The difficulties collectors face in finding post offices
with machines that dispense Universal Vending Machine
coils.

* USPS policics that resulr in such things as roulerting.

[ would beg to differ. We arc in a period of great changes,
so we get two or three collectible varieties of some stamps
(the Omnibuses, the Circus Wagons, the Canoes, the
Rushmores, the 23¢ USAs. 1 think dhis poses chailenges
that many coilectors just love. I think this will make PNC
coliecing mare interesting and will kecp our hobby
healthy.

They're not Flag stamps;
the UVM number is wrong

I would like to object t the designations assigned to re-
cent coil issucs. The new USA presort stamp is not a Flag
issue—ic is really a miscelianeous issue. Take all the ather
Flag issucs and line them up. Despite the 23¢ Flag presort
being ugly, they really do constitute a similar design set—
that is, a full flag in the top half of the stamp over a some-

I was stupid, but getting smarter

In the September issue, | offered Great Americans, priced by Scott. | soon learned that | was charging too

little. In adding to my stock, [ learned the error of my ways.
Abhrsristioms uwd in descrivtians:
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Prices subject to change. Some quantities limited.
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P.0. Box 20130, Shakser Helghts, Ohlo 44120
Teiaphone: {216) 561-9393 FAX: {216) 752-5002




—
118

§
—

The Plate Number, November 1992

thing. Now lock at the USA issue—while it does have a
flag, the central design is the shiny letters, nor a flag. Just
as the Fishing Boar is not a Transportation coil, the USA
stamp is not a Flag design.

Also disturbing is the use of the 20U1X designation for the
BEP’s variable-rate stamp.

I recognize that the Philatelic Sales Division will be selling
these with the 29¢ value. 1 also appreciate that many of these
stamps {both legitimate and philatelic) will be 29¢ for the first-
class rate. However, there will be many different rates, the whaole
purpose of the machine. The “F" stamp will always equal 29
cents; the variable-rate stamp will equal whatever is paid for it
out of the machine, not necessarily 29 cents. Finally, what hap-
pens if the test is extended (or the machine 15 made permanent)
and the first-class rate is raised? Do we change the stamp’s no-
menclature, or what? 1 would prefer to see a new category set up
for these variable-rate issnes—we aiready have two of them an-
nounced, and will probably have more in the future, along with
regular, rate-change, and undenominated stamps.

Alan Majakoff
Highland Park, N.J.

In reply: TPN may have been presumnpluons in assigning cata-
log numbers o these USA and UVM stamps. The numbers should
be assigned by Richard Nazar, the editor of the catalog, not by
TPN.

The discussion, however, comes too late far this year's catalog,
which is weil advanced in production.

Nazar has recognized the problemn with the presort stamps and
is putting them in a separate section after the regular Flag series.

Perhaps a solution to the probiem of the UVMs can be found be-
fore the 1994 catalog goes into production. However, the PNC
Catalog’s numbering system was set up purposely with the rate

as the first element in the number. Where should one put a vari-
able-rate stamp?

It belongs in the miscellaneous section. It also belongs in the
undenominated subsection there. Perhaps it would be best to List
iL as a variable-rate stamp in a separate subsection. But that still
leaves the problem: of the catalog number.

Let's assume that we do away with the rate as the first element
and list the BEF version of the UvM as UVMI and the proposed
American Bank Note issue as UVM(A1$1).

The problem now turns on a new facet. What happens when
BEP issues a new design but again uses a “1” as the plate nom-
ber?

At least using the rate that is current for first-class mail at the
time of issue will put the stamps into a logical setting, just as
U.S. commemoratives are grouped as 3¢, 4¢, 5¢, 6¢, 8¢, 10¢,
ete. issues. And this is done even for stamps issued during the
period that deviate from those rates.

This, then, is one vote for keeping the designations as 20U1X
and 29U(A1DX. If the rate changes after the stamp is issued,
there's no need to change the catalog number. It was issued dur-
ing the 25¢ era.

Comments from readers and other members of the PNC Study
Group are welcome.

New 19¢ Fishing Boats due

American Bank Note has begun printing more 19¢ Fishing
Boat stamps, using a new set of plate numbers,

‘While the ABN spokesperson was not certain, she believed the
stamps would show an "A5555" plate number.

Four seis of plate numbers were printed in the first run of these
stamps. The spokesperson, saying “We're getting better,” said
she hoped there would only be one set of new numbers. (]

Lighthouse’

UWPDATE vyour Lighthouse PNC STRIP &/or SINGLES Album{s) with the
1891 SUPPLEMENTS. In fact, tvese supplements really cover a very much lenger
pariod of addiional PNC issues than o n 8 year only. vi2:

Supplements for: ltern No. of Pages Price
{1} "1991 SUPPLEMENT" 1o Par 2 ot "SF” Hingaiess PNC STRIP ALBUM:
all ENC Strip (PS3 or PS5/PST adaions 1980 to mid-1982 {30 months') N 53 PNC SF1991 35 Us $132.50
21 "1931 SUPPLEMENTS" to Part i of [USED or MINT) PNC SINGLES
ALBUMS: all PNC addibons 1889 to mid-1892 (42 months 1}
ta) Ordinary Edibion, without mounts NS3CS 1991 16 Us§ 29.50
|b) Hingeless Editicn, with SF mounts N 53 CS 5F /1991 16 UsS§ 5750

will be updated ta include the new pages and will thereafier be supphed as follows:

Duning October / November 1892, after the aforesaid suppiements will nave become available in Narth America. the compizte sets of album PAGES, too.

. No. of Regular Pages SF-Hingmless Pages
PNC Sets ot Pages Period Pages without Mounts with mounts

PNC STRIPS PS3: PS8/ PST (Reguisrs & Precanceis)

Fant 1: COTTRELL Prass / Jont line ¢ Reguiars overall tagged 1981-85 62 . 53 PNC /1 SF US §185.00
Part 2: Othar presses / No jont Ime / Regulars ¢iff. tagging 198152 59 - 53 PNC /2 5F US §1680.00
PNC SINGLES (Reguiars & Precanceis)

Pan | : COTTRELL Press / Jont iina; Raguiars overall tagged 1961-85 13 S3CS/1 US$22.00 BACS /1 SF US$ 43.00
Part || - Other presses / No joint line / Reguiars difl. tagging 1981-92 21 53C5/0 LUS$31.00 S3CS /Il SF US$ 61.00

PERFECT 2-post lurn-bar Binder with "USA" on soine
EXCELLENT 13-ring Binder (wihout name of country en spine)

SLIP CASE (sutable for either PERFECT or EXCELLENT binders)

DP-53 red US § 53.00
DE-red US 561.00

KA-red  US §25.00

It 1 @ matter of personal preference whether 1o choose a PERFECT or an EXCELLENT binder. In view of the langths ot particuiarly the FS 7 mounis,
the editors feel inclinad 1o recommend the DE-red binder for items 53 PNC / 1 & 2 §F, since the pages are getting bent less when being turned cver.

New Addreas: 255 Ouke St., Montreal, Que. HIC M2, Canada.

Please place your order wilh your favorite dealer or else contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS, INC.. P.C. Box 705, Hackensack, NJ 07602-0705.

Canadian residents will request Canadian-Dollar-Prices from their Canadian gealer or contact LIGHTHOUSE PUBLICATIONS [CAN.) LTD..
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New E&S stamps have numbers starting with a 7

Continued from Page 113

Among those who refused to buy at first
were Frank Marrelli. Henry Karen of Mi-
chael M. Karen, Inc., Jim Adams, and Mi-
chael Lipson. Jerry Koepp of Stamps 'n’
Stuff bought only 10 strips, basing his or-
der on the belief that he could obtain
more if he needed them. He bought a larg-
er supply at $40 before the whalesale
price went up, getting 35 off for buying in
quantities larger than 100 strips.

Many of the others, except Lipson and
Karen, also bought before the hike in the
wholesale price.

By Oct. 26, Haake said 60% of the find
had been sold.

Dr. Rabinowitz said he was confident
that no more A333%4 stamps would be
found. He cited two reasons:

+ Supplies of B&S stamps were extreme-
ly low by the time of the find with con-
stanl inter-office communications to ship
stocks—from post offices that did not
need them to post offices that did.

*«When the shipment in which the
A33334s were found was examined, every
box was filled with different plate-number
combinations, mastly of numbers that
have been extremely common since the
stamps were issued.

Some dealers felt that the whalesale
price was set too high a level too soon, es-
pecially in view of donbis about quanti-
ties found. Neither Haake nor Dr. Rabino-
witz would disclose the size of the find.

While TPN was unable o confirm the
exact number of rolls found, the find was
known to have been less than half a case
(32 rolls, or 4,000 numbered strips) and
somewhat larger than the find of A32333
{15 1olls, or 1,875 strips).

Haake defended the high wholesale
price on the basis of the extreme costs
that had gone into finding them, including
mailings and constant phone calls o all
patts of the country.

New printing set for E&S

More E&S stamps have been ordered
printed 1o relieve a shonage of this much-
needed stamp, which has by now com-
pletely overtaken use of the 10¢ Tractor
Trailer stamp.

American Bank Note Co. began printing
the new E&S stamps in October in 1olls of
300 and of 3,000 with new plales, starting
with A7TT777.

The printing was completad with just
those plate numbers, but another order
has been received and may result in new
numbers.

ATITT? stammps were found by Jerry
Koepp on Cct. 26 in rolls of 3,000.

New set-aside poliey
may let you order by number

Starting with this E&S$ printing, at the re-
quest of the Postal Service, ABN will put
aside a2 guamtity of each plate-number
combination for sale to collectors through
the Philatelic Sales Division (PSD) in Kan-
sas City. That means that in futere there
will be no nambers that have been printed
but never found by collectors.

In the past, the PSD has said that it could
not honor orders from collectors by plate
nomber. Apparently some new amange-
ment is going to be made.

Ordering by plate number, apparently, is
possible for the E&S stamps printed since
the policy came into being.

ABN said the new requirement to reserve
stamps for the PSD will be camied out
each tme a plale is changed. The number
of stamps to be reserved was not re-
vealed.

Numbers on boxes

In another move 1o improve relations
with collectors, the Postal Service has re-
quested that ABN place on the carton the
plate-number combination of the stamps

Swtamp Venturers has received the same
request.

The Burean of Engraving and Printing

*

POSTTIVELY MOT T0 BE PLATED DN GALE INTIL THE
DAY FOLLOUING THE FIRST-DHY-SAE DRTE
RS AROUNCED IN THE POSTAL BLLLETIN

03 HINERRLS COMY. SHEET
25 BANCS OF 108 SEETS OF 4B STAHPS
182.860 STRIFS

[TEN # 4433
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BEP BOX LABEL—The “FIELD" at the
battom says “SELECT” for phiiatelic
stock. The plate number daes not ap-
pear on these labels, although it will
on labels from Amarican Bank Note
and Stamp Venturers.

has developed a new computerized label
that gives the date on which the stamps
were printed.

23¢ Flag

ABN revealed that its recent order 1o re-
print the 23¢ Flag stamp, those bearing
the plate-number combination A373, con-
sisted entirely of rolls of 3,000,

The entire order was printed with enly
the A333 combination.

The stamps were printed to bridge the
gap until ralls smailer than 10000 are
available of the new 23¢ USA coils. BEP
was to print such smaller rolls.

[While the original USPS announcement
said BEP's version would be printed by in-
taglio, that was obviously a mistake in
view of the design of the 23 USA
stamps. A later announcement, while not
termed a correction, said the BEP stamps
would also be printed by gravure. ]

23¢ USA

A new printing has been completed of
the 23¢ USA stamps. The previous print-
ing consisted of an entire run with the
combination A1111. ABN said this run was
entirely A2 BEP's version, found in
rolls of 500 and 3,000, carries the number
1111,

Plate-activity reports

At the request of the Postal Service,
printers have now heen asked to provide
exact lotals for each plate-number combi-
nation.

In the past, TPN and the Plate Number
Coil Catalog have altlempted to calculate
quantities printed and the maximum num-
ber of PNCs that could exist of each plate-
number combination from the data pro-
vided for each cylinder cr sieeve.

In recent years, that has become increas-
ingly difficult 1o do. The E&S stamps
made it impossible because so many com-
binations were printed on the same cylin-
der.

ABN has recalculated its entire output of
Eagle and Shields and was to send that re-
port, with precise totals for ach combina-
tion, to the Postal Service in September,

It had not yer recalculated ttals for the
23¢ Flag, but expected to send those to-
tals to USPs with its October reports.

The last Plate Activity Report sent out
by the Postal Service was dated May
1992. It inciuded the May totals from ABN
and Stamp Venturers, but stopped with
Seplember for reparts from BEP.

It is ramored that a later report has been
issued, but it has not, as yet, been re-
ceived by TPN. (O
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UVMs make life somewhat difficult for user of PMCs

Continued from Page 113
Spanish at the push of a button.

The PMC said it could take any currency
from a nickel to a $10 bill. So I putin a
$10 and ordered it to print 40 1¢ stamps
to find the first plate number.

An ERROR message appeared on the
screen. 1 had exceeded the maximum
quantity allowed 10 be bought, 20 stamps.

[The 20-stamp limit was not universal.
The PMC at the Renaissance Center in De-
troit allows purchase of 40 stamips.]

I changed my selection to 20 1¢ stamps
and ordered it to begin printing.

Another ERROR message popped up. I
had exceeded the maximum ailowable re-
wm of change, $4.50.

I got my $10 bili back and inserted two
nickels and a dime. One nickel kept com-
ing back. The PMC recognized only about
one nickel out of every five and rejected
the rest, including the ones it gave in
change.

Finally, 1 printed the first 20 1¢ stamps.
I did not know where the plate number
should be but found none on this strip. So
I insertad more change for another 20 1¢
stamps. This time, I found a plate number
near the end of the strip.

It was extremely faint and was on the
left side of the stamp at right angles 1o the
design of the stamp. (For a computer
generated picture of a numbered stamp,
please see the illustration on this issue’s
front page.)

Eventuaily, after more than two hours
at the PMC and afler spending almost $70,
I was able to print up 11 plate-numbered
strips of five of the 29¢ vaiue.

I had goofed a couple of times and mis-
counted. So | aiso ended up with one
plate-numbered strip of five 1¢ stamps
and four strips that were a little of each.

The PMC came up with many frustrating
ERROR messages. It would not accept
one §5 bill. It kept rejecting most nickels.
It gave all its change in coins (including
pennies, which could not be put back into
the PMC) and the only way [ could have
used a $10 bill would have been by print-
ing up high-denomination stamps instead
of the penny stamps 1 was printing be-
tween plate numbers.

It also had a maddening ERROR mes-
sage that wold me to take my letter off the
scale, even though I had put nothing on
the scale. It absolutely refused to do any-
thing at all until I had pounded repeatedly
on the scale to make the ERROR message
g0 away.

The PMC also served up some freaks.
One stamp came oul with no value im-
printed into it at all. The next stamp had
the “*0.01" printed high, right over the

red “USA”

1 obtained one additjonal high printing.

I should add here, that 1 did not atternpt
o create Ireaks (which some collectors
arc calling “errors,”) Such freaks can,
however, be created intentionally almost
at will. One way is to exert ension on the
emerging strip of stamps. Another is to
try to hold it inside the PMC.

The same thing had happened with the
Autopost machines.

Those with no distraction and with deep
concentration will be able to obtain a
plate-numbered strip of five 29¢ stamps
for only $1.88 by prindng up 43 l¢
stamps and one srip of five 29s. But for
me the cost came to much morz because
the PMC kept jamming up and causing me
to lose count. I ended up at an average
cost of $4 a strip and ended up with some
undesired ¢ plate-numbered sirips.

Joann and Kurt Lenz of suburban De-
woit tried the PMC at the main post office
in Detroit on Aug. 21, when the stamps
first went on general sale. The PMC kept
jamming up.

A technician was on duty at the Detroit
site, but was supposed 10 go home at
3:30. He was kept overtime two hours to
help the handful of collectors who were
waiting.

When the ERROR message came up
asking the collector to take the nonexis-
tent letier off the scale, the technician
pounded on the scale 10 unjam the PMC.
He told Joann Lenz that he had done what
it said to do in the manual.

The PMC also disappointed a TV crew
from WDIV-TV (Channel 4) that had come
to film someone putting a mailpiece on
the scale and getting the cormrect postage
o mail it The crew never got such a shot.
All there were at the PMC were collectors.

‘Whaltever the crew did shool never got
on the air; but Joann Lenz said she
thought it was because of the pressure of
a local murder story, not because of unsat-
isfactory filming.

The Lenzes nexat tried the PMC in Ann
Arbor. They noted that the lip on the slot
through which the stamps were dispensed
was too tight, causing the stamps to jam
up.

A technician there adjusted the slot, and
the incidence of jamming went down.

By eariy Septamber, this PMC had been
Teprogrammed so that it no loanger asked
if a receipt was desired. and it printed no
Teceipts.

At least one dealer, Jim Adams, got his
sepply in Ann Arbor before the PMC
jammed, probably because it was out of
stamps.

Washington, D.C.

Dealer Henry Karen of Michael Karen,
Inc., started advertising the strips before
they came out at $4.50. His friend, Rich-
ard Schulman, went to Washington to buy
them for him.

Schulman and two other friends who
were printing UVMs for Karen experi-
enced the same kinds of difficulties expe-
rienced by the Lenzes and Steve Esrad.

Karen so0on raised his price to $9.

Dealer Michael Lipson, who Lves in
Reston, Va.. an hoor’s ride from the city,
alsc had difficultes with the pPMCs. He
said that at one time, three of the four
Washington PMCs were out of order.

Collector Myron G. Hill, Jr., who lives
near the Wisconsin Ave. post office that
has a PMC, found & sign on it saying it
was out of order for days at a time.

Lipscn had, at first, advertised the 29¢
strips at $4.50 but raised his price to $17
a strip.

Karen did create eight sets of First-Day-
of-Use covers in which he combined one
Autppost stamp and one UVM to make up
the current rate on each of the rates origi-
nally sold in the long Autopost sets and
on the short set of two,

Karen said that Schulman had found
one way of reducing the jam-ups. The
trick is not to twear off stamps from the
PMC at the slot from which they emerge.

If one absolutely has to stop printing,
Schulman said to hold the last two stamps
that emerged and tear below themn.

Lipson said he had iearned the same
trick.

Kansas City, Mo.

The Postal Service said ahout a week af-
ter the stamps went on sale (see “Data
Bank™ that its one PMC at the Philatelic
Sales Division (PSD) would seil only five
strips of 30 including a plate number be-
cause the PMC can print stamps at approx-
imately 20 stamps a minute, or B,000
stamps in an eight-hour shift.

That, of course, is predicated on nao jam-
ups of the PMC.

The limitation of sales left dealers high
and dry. Al Haake placed a standing order
for five strips every day against payment
from his credit card. Other dealers prob-
ably did likewise.

[Dr. Robert Rabinowitz did that, but he
also ran an ad in Linn’s seeking an agent
who lived near a PMC 1o buy strips for
him on a commission basis. ]

Assuming that the Kansas City PMC



works perfectly, Haake's daily order will
tie up the PMC for about 20 minutes a day.

Another firm that did was Artmaster, the
big FDC firm in Louisville, Ky., that pro-
vides Artmaster, House of Farmnam, and
Cover Craft Cachets.

Bill Toutant, who calls himseif Artmas-
ter's office manager, said that if his order
is limited to 5 numbered strips of 30 a
day, it will take 180 days to fill his order,
which includes some 800 covers bearing
PNCs.

Toutant has been told that the Postal
Service will attempt to place more PMCs
in the PSD.

Asked about the Dec. 18 deadline for
servicing first-day covers, Toutant was
confident that Artrnaster would receive an
extension.

“If they can't sell us the stamps, they
can’t hold us 1o a deadline. But they've
been pretty good about extensions,” he
said.

What that means is that there will be
“FDCs" that will actually have been can-
celed in 1993!

Oklahoma City

In Oklahoma City, where the stamp was
issued Ang. 20, there was a second PMC,
not in the lobby.

According to reporis reaching TFN, a
man from Switzerland and four others
spent about $12,000 to prepare first-day
Covers.

In view of the speed with which a PMC
can tum out stamps, these buyers must
have been printing vp stamps at a higher
denomination than 29¢, and without re-
gard to the plate nombers.

It is quite possible that they represented
the vast European interest in machine-
vended postage, commonly calied Frama
stamps.

Tagged low values

UVM stamps with denominations of 10¢
or less are, of course, on the same pre-
phosphored paper as the ones with values
of 11¢ and up althongh the Postal Service
has tried 1o eliminate untagged low val-
ues.

A collector tried out three letters
franked only with a 1¢ UvM stamp. One
got through with no questions;, one was
marked *Postage due,” and one was
marked “Invalid for postage.”

The recipient paid the postage due on
the second letter.

But as the illustration on this page
shows, even a perfectly proper cover
bearing a 29¢ UVM stamp, can run into
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vVoID, RETURNED FOR POSTAGE—Perfectly legitimate usage of a 29¢ UVM
stamp on a letter Joann Lenz mailed to herself. The stamp was cancsied by
the Royat Oak facer-canceler and received its ink-jet spray. But the delivering
mailman crossed out the stamp and marked the stamp “VQID,” and sent it
back tc the sender. Only part of the envelope is shawn here,

tronble. In this instance the stamp was
crossed out by pen and the word “VOID"
was written at its left, even though the
cover had gone through the facer-canceler
and had received an ink-jet marking. A
rubber stamp “Retumed for Postage #77”
was added.

In this instance, Joann Lenz merely got
back the letter she had mailed 1o herself
and paid no added postage.

Kurt Lenz believes that to prevent use
of low values, the Postal Service may pro-
gram the PMCs to print only values of 11¢
and up. So far, this has not happened, al-
though Ken Lawrence reported in Linn's
of Nov. 2 that PMCs would be pro-
grammed 1o print only UvMs of 1%¢ or
mere.

Santa Ana, Calif.

The PMC in the City of Industry region
is at Monterey Park. Collectors were lined
up there at 8:30 a.m. on the first day of
operation, Aug. 21, although a 10 am,
ribbon-cutting ceremony had been
planned. The PMC was put into use before
the ceremnony.

Although programmed 1w vend 20
stamps, on the first day it was reduced to
10.

The Monterey Park PMC has broken
down rmore than any of the others, so of-
ten that Tom Maeder, a member of the
Plate Number Coil Study Group and new-
ly elected president of PNC?, believes he is
now qualified to repair it.

One of the features of the PMC is that it
has a $6,000 Swiss-made bill changer
The technician who repairs the Monterey
Park machine said, “It’s like gold.” But
the American-made paris break down
constantly.

The company that made the PMC, ECA
GARD (of which you've never heard until
now because it's a startup company), did
not bother showing the direction in which
one is supposed to put bills into the ma-
chine. In fact, they go in opposite the way
they do in all automatic teller terminals

When Maeder commented cn this, the
technician opened the PMC and showed
loveiy picmres that just cannot be seen by
the postai user. They're behind the panel
where no one can see them.

The technician told Maeder he was told
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the machine, at Irvine in the Santa Ana region, would ever be put
in place because Postmaster General Marvin Runyon does not
want 1o spend the money.

[The krvine PMC was moved to a different location later. See
“Data Bank.” Irvine is in the Santa Ana region; Monterey Park is
in City of Industry. According to Maeder, Linn's never did get it
right]

The Monterey Park machine is down a lot. The printing mech-
anism had to be replaced once.

Said the harried technician: “This breaks and that breaks; I'm
fixing this and then ['m fixing that.”

An interesting thing Maeder noticed is that the printer works
off what looks like a typewriter ribbon. He was told it uses a spe-
cial ink to allow the Postal Service to detect genuine UvMs,

That's a security measure, as is the costly bilt changer which is
known as an “escrow” bill changer because it always retums the
same bills that were inserted if the customer cancels the ransac-
tion.

Stamp prices

Several dealers, not realizing the difficulties they would have
in obtaining UVM stamps, advertised them at $4.50 before the
stamps were issued.

With the exceptien of Henry Karen of Michael M. Karen, Inc.,
nol one was abie 10 honor that price afier the stamps came out.
Karen raised his price later to $9.

Michael Lipson went to $17. His theory was that if he prices
them at less, other dealers would attempt to clean him out, and if
he made it more, coliectors would be put off.

Jerry Koepp of Stamps 'n* Stuff ran a 54.50 price in Lian's but
had no stamps to sell despite many calis from collectors. (He

BUYING ERRORS

Imperforates Perf Shifts
Missing Colors
Offsets Color Shifts
Miscuts, etc.

Older Issues ¢ Recent Issues * New Finds
(215) 728-7836

MONTCLAIR STAMP CO.
P.0. Box 38, Cheltenham, PA 19012
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also advertised Plate 2 of the BEP version of the 5¢ Canoe at
$1.25 although the wholesale price on this difficult-to-find stamp
was set al $1. Koepp's price quickly jumped to $2.) Koepp later
stopped advertising UvMs.

Steve Esrad sold the stamps at $10 to his new-issues subscrib-
ers, calculating in the cost of a trip to Ann Arbor.

Security

PMCs do have several security features. One is the fact that it
always returns the same bill that was inserted by the prospective
customer. This is called an “escrow™ bill changer in that it will
retumn a counterfeit bill that does not pass musier by the internal
device that checks bills.

Furthermore, the Postal Service has a means of detecting
something in the imprinted value to make sure a denomination
was truly printed by a PMC. It is not yet known what that charac-
teristic could be. It is not a taggant that can be detacted by phila-
telic UV lamps. It might, therefore, be a magneric ink, similar to
that used in imprinting checks.

But those are smnali-change security concerns compared 1o the
one Tom Maeder noted and reported to the technician at the
Monterey Park post office, which has its lobby open around the
clock 10 give box holders access ta their mail beyond normal
post office hours. (Many post offices keep their lobbies open this
way excepl in areas considered to have high crime rates or to
prevent homeless people from sleeping in the lobbies.)

The Monterey Park PMC is situated in an alcove that cannot be
seen from the street, thus making it possible for thieves o force
it open to steal the money or the blank stamps. Maeder was wid
that there had been many break-ins at Monterey Park to force
apen other vending machines.

UVM stamps or PMCs?

The Postal Service is calling these
stamps PMCs for Postal Mailing Cen-
ter; but when it ordered the stamps

3

=

from Bureau of Engraving and Print- é’ vl 8
ing, it calied them “Universal Vend- | }= Vog:une '.‘.‘|
ing Machine Coils,” which is how mampe o
BEP reported them on its plate- @ '1!"; £
activity reports. The word “Machine” | % emtwn 7

was dropped on the labels, probably
1o save space.

TFN helieves that “PMC™ should be
reserved for the machines that dis-

LABEL—Text of the la-
bel shows ciearly what

pense the stamps, because that's what name of stamp is.
it says on the machines. We are con- Also nate 1991 copy-
tnuing w refer to them as wvms, al- right, when stamps

though many dealers are calling them
“variable rate stamps.”

The stamp is never going to be available in large quantity. BEP
canceled Plate 1 on SepL 3, 1991, after 14,000 impressions print-
ed on Ang. 17, 1991. That gives a maximum of 126,000 PNCs, the
lowest “Maximum PNC” total for any stamp yet reported by BEP.

Runners-up include 504,324 for Plate 6 of the 22¢ Flag, 506,610
for the unprecanceled 5.5¢ Star Route Truck (but only 325,000
PNCs were shipped 10 the Postal Service), and 521,262 for the un-
precanceled 7.1¢ Tractor (but only 359,615 PNCs were shipped).

Considering the slowness at which UVMs can be printed and
the difficulties in obtaining them, you can expect the prices to re-
main at current levels, although they may decline after dealers’

were printed.

Please turn to Page 123
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Data Bank on UVNs and PNICs

Cificial USPS texts except for (bracketed)] additions by TPN

More details released for

Postage and Mailing Center

(PMC) stamp firet-day sales
Two PMC test sites change

The U.S. Postal Sexvice hat armounced additional
dessils regarding the ECA GARD Postage and Mail-
ing Center (PMC) stamp first day of isgue in Okla-
hama City, Okla., on Aug. 20. The first ECA GARD
PMC mackine will begin service in the

the BEP.

The demiline for ordering first-day-of-1saue can-
cellations by mail for the Pi*lC Ramp has been ex-
tended w Dec. 18, This will allow cusomers
wufficient time to obtain PMC samps at one of the
e sites of by mail order.

The Philatelic Saies Division (PSD) will offer
PMC stamnps, with 4 29¢ denominaticn only, for sale
by mail order. The PSD will not sell intact rolls of
3,000 PMC 29¢ stamps. However, along with indi-
vidual ramps, the PSD

Olklahoma City Main Office iobby,

will offer stips of 30
320 SW 5th SL, at B am. For more Data Bank, | Wi imciader s~ plate
To accommodate the anticipated large turn to Page 129 number. Mail crders are

muanber of PMC customers on Aug, 20,
tal personnel will limit anssctions
8 am. 10 § pm. to onc per customer. After
completing a transaction, he Custmer may re-emier
the Line o make an sdditional purchese, Personnel
alsa will assist customerzs in preparing their ransac-
tions before they reach the machine o facilitate fast-
€ procesking.

The ECA GARD PMC will allow a customer o
pnnumummmofmlumps,muplounud;ﬁm
ent d £, PeT If jon. For example, a
customer could o:du- two 29¢ sumps, five 52¢
sumps, and five 75¢ stamps in one transaction. Af-
ter the rantaction is compicie, the machine is reedy
fer the next customer, The compiets cycls, including
selecung the type of transaction, making payment,
and printing up to 20 sampe, ukes spproximatcly
four minutes,

ECA GARD PMC machines begin service Aug.
21 at 12 additional siwes that were isied in Stamp
news (Philatelic Relaase] 92-060. The tess gite list-
&d a3 12th and Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington,
D.C., has been changed o 900 Bremwood Ave. NE,
Washingten, D.C,

Alzo, the test site at 2206 Alwn Pkwy., Irvine,
Calif., kas been changed 10 15692 Sand Canyon, Ir-
vine, and will not offer sexvice unul Sept. 18,

Customers who do nat have sccess (o & lest sitc
may puchsse ECA GARD-version PNC stampe
with a 29¢ denontination (Itern Numbex 7765) fmm
the Philatetic Sales Division, P.O. Box 449997,
Kansas City, Mo. 64144-9997, The usual $10 mini-
mum and 50¢ handling fee applies. Post offices with
PMCs wili not accspt mail orders for PMC stamps.

First-day-oi-issue cancellations will be available
Aug. 20 on a handback baris at the Cklahoma City
Man Post Office from 8 o.m. to § p.m,, and for 60
days by mail prier.

Philatelic Release 92-057
Received ar TPN Aug. 15, 1992

PMC stamp printed by BEP
includes plate number

Deadline extended to Dec. 1B

The Postsge and Mailing Cemter (FMC) stamp
manufactured by the Bureau of %gamll‘nm-
ing (BEP) for uss in the ECA PMC ma-
chines docs include one plate rumber on every 48th
samp.

Recent information provided by the Ponal Service
indieated that the PMC stamps printed by BEP did
not include a plae number and that Sramp mews
[Philatalic release] 92-060, which the plats
number, was 1n error. Thedupumyuﬂleremltofa
miscommurication between the Postal Service and

PNC CATALOGS

Pravious editions of the PNC Calalog are
siill available. 1991 is sold out. Each of
the six ather editions is only

$5.00 postpaid (s5.35 s oio)
STEVE ESRATI
PO Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120

restricted to five strips or
lesz per arder.

The mail oréer PMC stampa wﬂlhuve the 29¢ de-
nomination primad &t the PSD by having the PMC
machines print individual stamps, a time-conguming
process (spproximately 20 stamps per minute, or Te-
alistically, about 8,000 per ghift).

Dugc to the kighly anusual nstare of this stamp and
tent of the PMC machines, cusiomers should expect
it tn take several weeks 10 fill mail order. All ordem
will be filied on 4 fint-omme, fio-served baxis and
custoamers ars asked to be patient

Philatelic Reipase 92-072
Recaived at TPN Ang. 31, 1992

PMC field testing

The Postal Sexvice begins ficld testing » new siyle
vending machine cailed Ponnse and Mailing Center
(PMC) Aug. 21, 1992 The PMC incorporutes the
scale festures of the weighing-and-nting module
wnh the mmp—dmumg features of & modified

vending-mechine module. Customers can
w' and raic a mailpiece or parcel and purchase
tho cxact postage for the tansaction. The center
prina the transaction amount 43 the time of sale.

Two vemions of the 3,000 PMC coil have been

deveioped for the ycar-iong tes. Two slighly dif- :

ferent samps weme Y o date the
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UPDATE: New

stamps, new finds,
corrections

New plate number coils

I10T1—10¢ Canal Boat, nsed,with overall tagging,
June 1992, (Beecher) Same, mint, shiny gum, rolls
of 3,000. Oct. 12. (Hanke)

10UH{A33334)—The 10¢ Esgle and Shield in rolls
of 3,000 with “A23334," Sept. 10 (Dz. Rabinowitz)

10U(ATT7T71—~The 10¢ Exple and Shield in rolls
cf 3,000 with "AT7777,” Oct, 26. (Haske)

20Fd—Plats 4 of the 20¢ Flag, campletely un-
tagged. (Mucpgenbury)

23F(A33))P—The 23¢ Flag “Presont” in rolls of
3,000 with “A333," Aug. 18, (Haake)

23F1111PX—The 23¢ “USA”" coil, printed by
BEP, issned Oct. 8. Rolls of 500, 3,000

23F(A2222)PX—The 23¢ “USA” sail, printed by
ABN. (Novak via Cuniberti)

29F4X—Flate 4 of the 29¢ Rushmore in rolls of
100. Sept. New roll size. (Mazar)

29UIX—The Universal Vending Machine coil,
called 2 PMC samp by USPS, with any denomina-
tien from 1¢ to $99.95, from BEP-primed Plate 1.
Issued Aug. 20, [Note: Stamps with other denomina-
tions have same catalog number.]

New PNC EKUs

17TePb—17¢ Elecinc Aunto from Plate 6 with
Typeface B cel on commerciel cover dated
Dec. 29, 1983. Eadiest known wsage. (Wathbum 1
Coil Line)

18T18—Plate 18 of the [B¢ Sumey, on 20¢ com-
mezcial cover (after rate hike), dated Sept. 16, 1981,
Endien known usage (Washbum in Cail Line)

Great Americans
Corrections to TPN

Page 110 The chart should have said “E-E/
Courell” not “LACottrell” becavse all Cottreil coil

1:»1-11-1::.:1%‘l mechanisms of thc two contractors that
[Cs for wasting. The difference in the two
vermons is 4 90-d shift in stamp orentation
and 4 slight compresgion of the image.

Fallowing deployment of equipment in the test cit-
ies, PMC stamps may = an incoming mail any-

where in the country. mldmnngwxlloccu:m the
Washington DC, Detrait, Miam, Oklshama City,
and Santa Ana arcas.

Phiiavalic and Retail Sarvices

Postai Builetin, 8/6192

were perforated with an eleciric-eye perfors-
wt. These Hamps, like those off an L-perfomtor,
have uneven comers. (Lawrence)

New finds

15¢ Cody—Plae 3, confirmed intagged side scl-
vage on overall ugging. (Hill)

15¢ Cody—Flate 1, prephosphored. (Hill)

23¢ Cassati—Plate 2, confirmed wntagged top scl-
vage on overall tapging. (Hill)
mﬁt Warren—Plawe 52 on prephosphored paper.

iy

Unisys UVMas still coming, USPS spokesperson says

Continued from Page 122
stocks ever grow sufficiently.

Chances are that UvMs will see little use
by the general public and genuine com-
mercial covers may be hard to find.

Unisys PMCs

As reporled in the last issue of TPN,
American Bank Note Co. printed the
UvMs for the Unisys machine in such a
way that they would have come out of the
Unisys PMCs with the denomination print-
ed upside-down. All it would take to re-
solve the problem would be to rewind the
rolls, a relatively easy procedure.

In October ABN received an order to re-

wind from the Postal Service and shipped
the rewound stamps to USPS in October.

Inauguration of the Unisys PMCs, origi-
nally slated for September, was thus de-
layed.

Asked to comment on the possibility
that the Unisys machine may never go
inip service, a spokesperson for the Postal
Service said the Unisys PMC is not expect-
ed to go into service this year, but the en-
tire program is still expected to go
through in its entirery.

She said a definitive schedule for the
Unisys machines had never been an-
nounced and that, after all, the entire ex-
periment with UvMs was a test. [J
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Average dealers’ prices on E&S stamps

Updated to Oct. 28, 1992
Number PS/3 Pas Namber Psn P35
1 $2.98 $3.25 34424 $464 5452
nnz $3.02 $3.25 34426 484 3492
12213 $14.65 $15.01 43324 $ATT 3498
2112 $296 3335 335 3388 $415
21113 $4.56 $4.85 43326 3368 422
zne 3296 $325 43334 3332 3358
2 5287 3316 43335 332 $358
32333 $16500  $166.00 43426 $464 3491
33333 5562 $5.88 53335 3395 iz
3334 $86.78 S87.87 S4ddd 3416 3445
k<t $4.55 4 Sddas $4.16 $4.45

Note to this wuble: Prices are taken from dealers’ price lists and advertise-
ments. PS/3 prices are nommally 204 less than PS/5 price. but many dealers
do not advertuse them scparately,

Prices have not been adjusted for condition a3 they are for prices in the
TPM Average. The price of A33334 is in flux.

TPN Average

1000 -

283, [T By
s
12 & B3040
nso00 4
1moce £
1000 4
w008 J + 4 ks
1980 Duming 1381 Orping ™ v e ™V

Price changes of strips in TPN Average

CATMIDE  SERES  FACE PLATE MR TPAVILE % Changp
18R RAG 18 1 $50028 SN 2%
13,3 FAG 18 3 113581 S0 1%
it o4 FLAG a 4 myn 800 8 5%
21 FLAG A 11 $138 $1n 1 H%
2K FLAG 2 1 $1630 $16.3% D u%
2F3 FLAG n 3 %14 $5.05 2.58%
2565 FLAG %5 5Blox $5.50 652 042%
F5 FLAG el 5Phos §1086 51078 A%
21 FLAG ] i L5¥ $5.401 0.60%
296X WHFLAG 9 t 3576 5.8 140%
513 TRANS 52 3 y1eke) by 3%
5.27¢p TRANS 52 4 $1682 $17.70 519%
5.473¢ TRANS 59 k) 2578 1928 1356%
5,675 TRANS 58 § Uin 198.2 %
1412 TRANS 4 2 $13.19 $1288 236%
mp TRANS 84 3 $1431 el 3%
e TRAKS 91 1 HaLig 31926 588%
9.316 TRANS 93 ] 035 1067 SA%
9.318P TRANS 93 8 SN SUH 1%
g TRANS 103 1 a0 felid 266%
0.414p TRANS 103 { 1288 BRIty 184%
76 TRANS 7 b 2053 $21.18 110%
HC] TRANS H ] 5319 5.0 1%
1811 TRANS 18 1 $105.83 $1% 5%
18R TRANS 18 3 HpT ] 5 9%
18117 TRANS 18 1 .5 1.4 1.26%
a TRANS 20 1 $191.51 $19%8.15 346%
amn TRENS bl 2 $1.07581 $1.108.05 156%
am TRANS bl 7 315808 17883 643%
wTit TRANS b 11 $34 66 $10057 626%
wTi2 TRANS g 12 S1264 $1258 43%6%
10U AXRIF £85 e nm 8688 $6.76 -167%
194 AN12 FisH 13 1R N S 1.16%
e F 2 i 53215 836.27 128%
W0M1 CONS 20 i L A {R% 120%
03 CONS 0 3 $137 $140% 15%
ol OFFCIL N 1 %15 W8 £50%
brid] OFFICIL bed 1 $028 5@ 45 4%

Low-priced stamps begin price hike
as TPN Average sets all-time high

While ¢ollectors were watching for increased prices in such
iterns as Plate 3 of the 7.6¢ Carreta and Plate 3 of the B.4¢
Wheel Chair, a Jot of other prices started edging up in late sum-
mer, led by such prosaic stamps as the 4¢ Stagecoach precancels
and the 4.9¢ Buckboard precancels.

These stamps are snll very, very cheap, but at last they have
come off the bortorn.,

Other starrps that have risen sharply recently include only one
of the "Dirty Dozen,” Plate 8 of the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon, which ex-
ists only as a precancel.

The two suips with the greatest advances in the past two
months have been Plates 3 and 4 of the 18¢ Surrey.

Plate 3 of the 8.4¢ Wheel Chair and precanceled Plates 3 and 4
of the 5.9¢ Bicycle have also risen sharply. In the case of the Bi-
cycles, however, some bargain hunting is possible because some
dealers acwally lowered their price on these, indicating that they
found a supply.

A great leap has taken place in the prices for the overall-tagged
4¢ Siagecoach (around $20), Plate 2 of the precanceled 8.5¢
Tow Truck (around $13), Plate 12 of the 20¢ Flag (around $12)
and Plate 13 of the 22¢ Flag (around §15). All prices are for
strips of five.

The 19¢ Fishing Boat with the plate-number combination 1112,
has risen more than 10% and the undenominated “F" stamp with
the combination 1211 about 8%. But in the case of the latter, col-
lectors shonld be aware that dealer supplies are in the thousands
and price increases could back off.

Small declines were noted in Plates 3 and 4 of the 8.3¢ Ambu-
lance and the plate-nomber combination 12213 of the 10¢ Eagle
and Shields, even though the imown printing lotal of that stamp
is quite low.

Starting 1o move up out of the pack among the 29¢ Rushmores
are Plates 5, 8, and 9.

A glance at the TPN Average shows that once again the aver-
age has struck a new high, regaining the loss in the September
issue and eclipsing the previous high set in July.

A note to readers:

All discussions of pricing on this page have been devoted sole-
ly w mint soips of five. Statistics, however, are available for
used singles and mint strips of three.

Data for used singles are flawed. Some dealers (and Linn's
*Trends™) do not take into account the difficulty of finding used
singles from stamps that have only appeared in rolls of 2,000 or
10,000. However, it is known that such stamps are considerably
harder to find.

To complicate matters even more, the averaging out of used-
singles prices sometimes leads to an anomaly in which the price
is higher than the cost of mint strips, something that is simply
not possible, even if one calculates in damage in postal handling
and extra work by dealers. In most cases, of course, used singles
are made on a hand-back basis and should certainly not gain a
premium over mint strips. Finally, prices of used precancels
should, ideally, be for uncanceled stamps. This makes it hard to
know if they were really used.

TPN will be glad to cover those stamps, oo, if readers request
such coverage, but it will reduce coverage of strips of five. O

New 19¢ Fishing Boats due

American Bank Note has begun printing more 19¢ Fishing
Boal stamps, using a new set of plate numbers.

While the ABN spokesperson was not certain, she believed the
stamps would show an “AS555” plate nember. (]
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18984 4¢ Coxen 1, 1 30 14D | 206 24 Fiagl, 7,13 . B4 M5 KM o
189840 4§ PC3 4,56 0 95 . Ho0 s ¥
2228 4¢BPresy 1 im 12 700 1% %
22281 even | taoged Y 1950 %0 o 9
251 4¢ Gamiage 1MW 120 410 5
24512 zame, unmgged Ay 830 919 ¥
2124 4. Bucoaed 10 15 510 in ¥
2123 PC1,23 456 W 25 500 N0 %
1899 5¢ Meyte 1.2, 3 5185 s 45
# 2253 Se Milk Wagon 1w 1 7 45 ¥
i 2452 Se Circus wagon 1.0 118 950 uwe ¥
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e 1500 1600 350 550
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Test coil to be auctioned to help hurricane victims

Stamp Venturers decided to do some-
thing to help the victims of Hurricane An-
drew, and the company is doing it with
coils, one coil of 3,000 to be exact.

At the World Columbian Stamp Exposi-
tion, the firm showed its test coil with an
acconnting number on the gummed side.
If put in use, such a system would allow a
postal clerk to see al a glance how many
stamps remain on a roll, something that
waould be especially helpful on a roll of
10,000 ar 12,000.

The exhibit caused
much interest amon

to find a fair way of
making the slamps
available to collec-
1015,

After the hurricane, Richard
Sennett, the company's managing part-
ner, decided to avcton off one roll of
3,000 by placing an ad in Lian’'s and by an-
nouncing the sale through the philatelic
press. The auction closed Oct. 5. Proceeds
went to the American Red Cross' Hurri-
cane Disaster Fund.

Sennetnt also revealed that the design of
Stamp Venturers' test roll is taken from a
painting by Gene Demetrovics that was
commissioned in 1987 by Senneit Enter-
prises.

“The rendering was intended to serve as
a lest image that would challenge print
registration and provide a full range of
color gradation,” Sennett said. The test
coil to be anctioned off, however, is black
and white.

PNC collectors, but Ihe —
company was unable U3

Wrong copyright date

American Bank Note Co. skimped on
the wrapper labels used for the 23¢ USA
stamps by using the same wrapper it used
on the 23¢ Flapg. The resuit is that the
USA stamps have the wrong copyright
date.

Meanwhile, Jerry Clark, who noticed
the label phenomenon, also checked the
new barcoded box labels on stamps
printed by BEP. They tell you the date on
which the contents were printed.

Just call him ‘Scoop’

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz scored a jour-
nalistic scoop in the Aug. 29 issue of
Stamp Collector when he reported a
§390,000 white-collar robbery of the
Royal Oak, Mich., post office.

The thieves walked out with 333 rolls of
3,000 and two rolls of 500 of the 10¢ Ea-
gle and Shield and an identical amount

of the 29¢ Flag over Mt. Rushmore.

How did Dr. Rabinowitz find out? Post-
al inspectors telephoned him in the mid-
dle of the night to ask him about the heist
because he was a known large purchaser
of Eagle and Shields.

The robbers had set up a false bulk-
mailing firm, complete with telephones,
and “paid” for the stamps with two cer-
tified checks drawn on a non-existent
bank. The stamps had been ordered in ad-
vance.

The con men tried the same smni later
at additional post offices, ac-

the Postal Bulietin, bul were told they
could anly get the stamps after the checks
cleared. They never came back.

There's a $10,000 reward for informa-
ton leading to the arrest and conviction
of the robbers, who could face two feder-
al charges: theft of povernment property
and counterfeitng

DAV copy cats

Another charity is using the technique
pioneered by the Disabled American Vet-
erans,

Help the Children, a mission of World
Opportunities International in Glendale,
Calif., sends out return envelopes bearing
an untagged suip of five 5¢ Circus Wag-
ons and two tagged 2¢ Locomotives from
the B Press.

Joann Lenz named

Joann Lenz has been named chairper-
son of the Burean Issues Association's
new PNC committee.

The committee, formerly calied the
Transportation Coils Committee, has had
a somewhat stormy history. Steve Esrati
was asked to head such a commines by
former President Bill Dunn in 1987, Esra-
i submitted articles almost monthly based
on work by the Plate Number Coil Study
Group to BIA’s magazine, The US. Spe-
cialist. But BIA wanted exclusivity on
these teports, barring them from other
publications. So Dunn dissolved the com-
mirtee and Specialist editor Charles
Yeager wrote Esrati: “T don’t want any
more articles from you."”

Ken Lawrence, after he became a Bla
governor, was then named to head the
misnamed Transportation Coils Commit-
tee.

Since Esrati stopped writing for The
Specialist, there have been no reports on
PNCs. The Specialist even rejected an arti-
cle by Richard Nazar after Nazar and
Kim Cuniberti identified new papers,
starting with Type IIL.

What’s a Flag stamp?

Richard Nazar ran into a problem in
preparing the first section of the 1993
PNC Catalog, the Flag section.

According to Nazar, the Flag Se-

Ties is defined as being
made up of stamps
showing the flag over a
national monument.

But the 23¢ presort
stamps don't fit that
) definition.

Meanwhile, Wolfgang

Schon, publisher of the
Lighthouse album, has decided 1o arrange
the album to match the PNC Catalog and
has put the Flag Series up front, including
the two 23¢ stamps.

Nazar found a solution. In the new cata-
log, the Flags, including the 23¢ stamps,
will be in a section called “Flag Coil
Stamps.”

Said Nazar, “That should keep Woli-
gang happy!"

E&S quantities

Using only the incomplete plate-activity
reports teproduced in 7PN, Mike Stefun
has done some preliminary studies on the
10¢ Eagle and Shields. These figures,
of course, are subject to radical change
when we get complete and final data from
American Bank Note Co., which said it
would in future report exact quantities for
each combination of plate nombers in-
stead of reporting for each single cylinder.

Siefun’s tentalive impression totals and
TPN’s calculations for maximum PNCs

are:

Number Impreszions Max. PNCs
12213 20,674 72122
32323 15239 274,302
53338 28,322 509,796

No se-tenant coils

Scratch that se-lenant commemorative
coil due out Oct. 12 in honor of Christo-
pher Columbus.

“That was on the program way back
when we were considering the 1992
stamp program,” a spokesperson for the



Postal Service said, “but it's not on the

program any more. The stamps will not
be issued.”

The stamps were to have been a triplet
of different designs in rolls of 50. If the
stamps had been printed on either the in-
laglic or the gravure presses of BEP, that
would have meant that the stamp in the
middle of the triplet wouid have had the
plate number since three can be divided
into either 48 (the C or D presses) or 24
(the Andreotr).

Chances are it would have been in com-
memorative stamp size, a proposal stamp
writer Ken Lawrence has long advocat-
ed.

Morison is out

The man in charge of philately at the
Postal Service since 1971, Gordon C.
Morison, refired in September just be-
fore he would have been forced out in the
reorganization that will trim 1,444 em-
ployees from the Postal Headquarters
staff of 2,251.

Don McDowell, former head of the
Dffice of Stamp and Philatelic Marketing,
was siill working at the end of September,
but no longer was the man in charge of
STAMPS.

Joe Peng, head of the Office of Stamp
Manufacnuring before the reorganization,
joined Morison and McDowell in issuing
a prospectus for & private cormpany to ad-
vise foreign couniries on stamp produc-
tion in the United States.

Not related to the reompanization was
the resignation of Jack Rosenthal as
head of the Citizens Stamp Advisory
Commission.

Morison’s tasks will be split between
James Tolbert, manager of stamp manage-
ment, and Michael Spates, manager of
stamp acquisition.

Now it’s booklets

Included with Al Haake's September-
October price list was a price list for mint
booklet panes and unexploded booklets.
Haake is the second PNC dealer to take up
booklets. A.S. Cibulskas has been doing
so for several years.

Gripes solicited

Debora K. Bowker, vice president for
communications of the Postal Service,
met recently with a delegation from Writ-
ers Unit 30 of the American Philatelic So-
ciety 1o discuss what USPS could do to im-
prove the flow of philatelic information.

She sought advice from philatelic writ-
ers and editors: TPN's reply listed these
gripes:

»Give a month's notice of the issue of
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new siamps (on the Eagle and Shields, the
announcement was distributed one day
before the stamp was issued}.

= Provide plate-activity data on a timely
basis.

+ Spell out which press prints a new
stamp.

* Give the PMS color for stamps.

» Provide tagging data for new stamps.

*Provide a table of organization, with
phone numbers, of the reorganized Postal
Service.

Roll sizes

Richard Nazar has found the 29¢
White House Flag from Plate 4 in rolls
of 100, This is the first report of that roll
size.
The Akron, Ohio, post office has been
selling roils of 3,000 of the 29¢ Rush-
more from Plate 8, said Rocco Caponi.
Most of the stamps are centered high, he
said. Most of the rolls were bought by a
collector who tesold them to Long Island
dealer Henry XKaren. The rest were
bought by Bob Freed, an Akron dealer.

Going by the book

Accountable paper clerks who go by the
book are not supposed 1o open more than
one case (32 rolls of 3,000) at a time, so
Al Haake, in his hunt for 432333 of the
Eagle and Shield, called one such clerk in
the Chicago metropolitan area more than
40 umes to see if he had found any. The
answer was always “no.”

But recently, Haake was offered five
strips by a collector. Two of the strips
were all curled up, indicating that they
had either come from the inside of a roll
or that they had been rolled up in a rubber
band.

A few days later, a second collector in
the same area offered Haake two more
curled-vup stips, and Haake called him up
w find ont whether a whole roll had per-
haps been found.

Alas, the second collector had found
them at a Toyota dealer who had been
cleaned out of some 20 strips earlier by
the first collector. The second collector
even checked accountable paper, but there
were no more left.

But after ail those calls, Haake had add-
ed seven suips to his stock. He said he
was glad to get them.

Overall 30¢ Laubachs

Hank Karen of Michael M. Karen,
Inc., has been beating the bushes looking
for the averall-tagged 30¢ Laubach in
the Great Amencans Series.

He recently cleaned out two post offices
that said they had them on Plate 2, but
when he got the stamps back 1o his office,
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he bad picked up only a dozen sheets,
some in terrible condition. The rest were
block tagged.

The overall-tagged stamps have be-
gome a hot item among the Great Ameri-
cans, with prices climbing swiftly.

New 10¢ Canal Boat

Richard Beecher found a used over-
ail-tagged 10¢ Canal Boat in June. That
started a hunt for the stamnp mint. Finally,
in October, Al Haake found it. The sur-
prise was that the stamp has shiny gum.

The find may put 10 rest an unsuccessful
search for untagged Canal Boals. Joe
Peng, former head of the Office of Stamp
Production, told TPN that those stamps
had been printed.

Scott changes policy

Scott Publishing Co., which has refused
in the past 10 Iist the 25¢ Honeybee with
the black offset color missing, has
changed its mind. They wiii now be list-
ed as a “color missing” error.

The original decision was based on a
finding by the Philatelic Foundation that
some tiny amount of black did show up
on the stamps.

Edwin Jones dies

A Baltimore dealer recently offerad Al
Haake a U.5. collection which, he said,
included many PNCs. Haake asked the
name of the coliector and was told it was
Edwin Jones, a name that struck a re-
sponsive chord in Haake.

“Check the 20¢ Fire Pumpers,” Haake
said. “See if there are any 12s and 14s.”

There were, because Mz, Jones was the
first finder of those then-elusive numbers.

It is believed that Mr. Jones shared his
find with Wayne Chevery, then a Balti-
more dealer, who retailed them.

The strips were once amang the “diry
dozen” amang the most expensive PNCs.
The price collapsed after the Postal Ser-
vice put more on sale from its vaults afier
the April 1988 rate increase.

Unta%ged errors

Doug lams has found umtagged, no-
number, on-paper singles of the 25¢
Honeybee and the 18¢ Surrey.

The Honeybee was known (and listed in
the PNC Caralog) from Plate 2. It was
originally found on letters mailed by Tom
Maeder, who did not retain a mint un-
tagged strip.

The 18¢ Surrey had not previously been
reported without tagging. Collectors arc
urged to check their holdings in UV.

Iams also fonnd an untagged, used, on-
paper 17¢ Rachel Carson.
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Prices are for VF. Deduct 10% for Fine: add 25% for XF.

Fraereerepmam————————mzemsreeeered e e rorroRmmm———n—————y
: The rarest “F* stamp goes on sale!!! '
: 29U1211 PS/5 VF $28; XF $35. :
' 10 strips VF $250; XF $315. i
"o I m
teOrmibes 1,2, 56— 55 ] 260 1@ f4picebmat1, 23 4. .. 225 250
34. - 110 125 10 N t4g icehoat B Press 2 __. 400 40
B n 1215 158 §5¢ Tugben! 1, 2Bkek) 35 185
Uniagoed 2. e I K . R B0 Overalt bgped 2......... 470 500
X lerrumi.ll S 8 0N X! 1.7¢ Popeorn 1,2 . 440 irs
B0 e [ 4] M FC L, E‘IZL Nulizn!.__.. 1706 18l mmn 145 150 i
llPrass! J— 28 -] PC (2R, NoGap)...—.—. 4100 4600 e e s 2o
W Hingar!, 2,3 4. 0 10 LK 11 o T— — 400 ?__.___ 53 600
k[ Bm‘ﬂml,z.. 1m 15 — PC 1€, 20 [Fonly) . - % 930
244 School Bus 1, 2............ 130 153 j I a0 231 Pﬁlﬁ.MIEL |1 T— 47 500
PC1, 2{1R NoGap)...—.. £S5 T PC 5, BI2L NoGag) 400 450 POIA AN (Line Gapllowy.. 1400 1500
eSagrmch1, 23456, 13 2 PR s o] PO MANeG)__.  — 4
PCIANL 2 e, 13 EL M wct:m\ [ —— 180 200 PC3B, 48 (NoGap)..._.. 2700 B30
PC3 4lLine Gap) . 840 450 Omlu?al.m.w.. 190 2.00 PCIC 40 NoGap) ... — 9.0
1 in 125 108 Traean mlm___... 2 2.55 PC 30 AC A LineGap).... a7 1.0
825 arn (10¢) Eagle, S PC 2BA, 4BA (PS1D) ._..... — X
[ R:] 0 1, 1I112. 21112_22112,22"10'.{34 PCSANIL A, Nofap)...... 500 600
150 15 4336, 5308 T 3590 PCSE.BB{IL Line Gapl. . 1580 1575
750 W 2111&3!35.333:5 mamzi Q32%, PCHE A (PSS (R)..... — 1o
2.00 2% 4308, S4M4 54445 LR 300 ML) ... 1R 130
T MRANOE T 5K 6D Pcsc Ko ... X0 55
105 150 1223, . 1580 160 !'CTA{NnGin}___.. — 2%
14 175 33 . 1R 18000 TR0 o — E¥.] 60
EXE] 630 8oL . M BN AFE 17— A P— 315 150
I — 1B 104 DcLWmnl o . 3] A48 P, X 500
:Ea,AlLine [320) ... 575 650 PC1, 2 (Mo Gapl ... . kK i] kL] WS¢Sumey . 1000 11000
56

[, PSIT)..... iy PC2{lnGed) ... 4T 500 2 5. |-} 1 (S

RedPC23_____ . 30 34
109¢ Hyneom Cab 1,2 . 200 %0
PC1, 2(Line Gap) .. M 20
PE1, 2(1R)... .. — W
3 4 (Line Gap) .. 5000 — w;ﬂu
11¢ Caboose ¥ 5 iR
P —— 400 15 [
i ... 2 18
fre Sl 1,23, 4. AL HE )]
12¢ St g 23 n [
FC1, Ean Gap. IJmGau] 200 3.00 1l¢h‘ah maz,
BPmsFCI_. .. 1800 200 PCAIA .
125 Pul‘urh 10 340 PC 333

IR gmmmm &5 15
115 42| voeFening Boar.

40 48 AE R
N 3% NHE. 600 630
132'001\ Car1.2 m s M 2M4. . 3% 31X

All stamps are guaranteed genuine and (uniess otharwise
notad) In VF condition. All stamps may be returned for a
complete refund, no questions asked. Some strips may be
In limited supply. For XF, piease add 25%.

TERMS: Cash with order, please. Ohlo purchasers, pleass
add 7% Cuyahoga County sales tax. Serry, | do not accept
cradit cards.

STEPHEN G. ESRATI

P.0. Box 20130, Shaker Halghts, Ohio 44120
T m Telisphone: (216) 561-9303
S5 FAX: (216) 752-5002

It )
PC1. 2 (1L e Gapi..
PC 3, 4 (No Gap, PS8).

Try me, you'll like it!

You’ll love my big discounts, my no-quibble return policy, my VF
quality. This list (List 3) is good through Jan. 3. 25% off on
orders aver $100; 15% off on orders over $50; 5% off on
orders over $25; 5% addlitional off for members of PNC3,

20¢Fire Pumpei 1 ......

Overal et 2___
20.5¢ Aire Engine 1
¢ Rall Cart, 2.

efagl,f 3.
%5 8,10, 12,15 16,
;9. O

[22:1'[)' Eagie 1,2
[20) 0" Oficiad ...
3¢ Lunch Wagon 2. 3
23t Fag A1, 212,333
AZ22 hl middie 2.
A222 tin mickle 2
A2 22
BEUSAAIIT
Same, 3111,
24.1¢ Tangem 1
ZE:EHW:mn ,

5t Yosemile
ock ), 7, Phoa 15.. ...
Bock 2.3, 4.5 8.
Bockd, Phes 3.
Phos1 .
thz 3 1113
(ﬁtl?hl'lh 1211 ..

(&0 F Tuip
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BEP’s 23 ¢ USA stamp differs only in lack of prefix

The 23¢ USA coil was re-
leased prematurely on Oct. 9
in a second version. The two
versions resembie each other,
but the new one lacks a prefix
before the plate-number com-
bination because it was print-
ed by the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing.

A previous version, printed
by American Bank Note Co.,
had an “A™ prefix.

The reason for the two print-
ings stems from the “peace
treaty” between USPS and BEP.

Under terms of that agree-
ment, BEP was to print no coils
larger than 7olls of 3,000. The
ABN version was issued in
tolls of 10,000.

This is the third instance of &
split in coil manufacturing.

= ABN printed the gravured
version of the 29¢ Flag aver
Mt Rushmore while BEP
printed all smalier rolis.

Yttt

e i 'IE'_II
Presorted 2
First-Class

+ BEP printed the brown 5S¢
Canoe while Stamp Venturers
printed the red version in rolls
of 10,000.

The new USA coil was is-
sued Oct. 9 in Kansas City,
but publicity regarding the
stamp was received by stamp
magazines after its release,

Al Haake first obtained the
stamps about Oct. 19. The
stamp is regarded as a precan-
cel in the way it is camalogued.
a

available.

All1111
A21112
A22112

Al11112
A22113

Eagle and Shield

Major variety: Broken yellow 1
Seven different plate numbers inciude
a yellow “1." The broken yellow, which
appears about 5% of the time, is
known on all of them. This is a major
collectible variety with a limited stock

$22.00 each

SET: All seven, including A21113 and
A12213: $195.00 NET
All F-VF; XF add 20%; XF-S add 40%

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz

37 Stanwick Pl., Stamford CT 06905
Phone: (203) 325-2312 FAX (203) 359-1357
APS BIA PNC?

S$15.00 each

NET

Two new coils of 23¢ USA stamp to be issued

The Pottal Service will issue the 23¢ USA Presorted First-Class sump in
coils of 500 and 3,000, mazmfactured by the Burcau of Engraving and Print-
ing (BEP), on Ot 9 in Kansag City, Mo.

There will be no firsi-day ceremony. ...

The 10,000 coil version, manufactured by American Bank Note Co., was
issued July 21 (Stamp News [Philateiic Retease] 92-04%).

The BEP coils were scheduled to be issued on Oct 30, b increased deo-
mand by mailers prompted the catdier release date,

Dssue: 23¢ USA Presoted First-Class sump

Format Coils of 500 and 3,000

Insue date: QOct. 9, 1992

First-day city: Kansas City, Mo.

Manufacturing process: Gravure (BEP)

Preas: [Andreotti)

Colors: Red, cysn, blue, black

Size: Imsge: 0.71%0.82 inches or 18.0%20.8mm
Ovenll: 0.87%0.965 inches or 22.1x24.5mm

Plate numbers: Four (1111, spsced 24 stamps spart

{Paper: Unlagged, shiny gum]

[PNC Catalog Number: 23F1111PX)]

More ‘yellow-missing’ F stamps

found in bag of mixtures

Alice Archic of Wisconsin has found two on-paper copies of
the 29¢ F stamp in which the yellow seems to have been left out.

On one stamp, the yellaw is totally gone and the wlip is pray,
with & blue leaf; on the other, the tulip is pink and the leaf con-
tains some green.

Under short-wave UV, both stamps clearly show the outlines of
where the yellow ink should have been, leading to the conciu-
sion that these two stamps once had yellow.

A similar stamp was shown 0 a group of PNC coliectors at the
1992 Garfigld-Perry March Party. At that time the consensits was
that it was a color-missing variety, with a dissent from Steve Es-
1ati, who said it was a chemical changeling,

Ken Lawrence, who had been in the majority at Garfield-Perry,
later retracted and agreed with Esrat.

In the case of Mrs. Archie’s two stamps, the one that shows
some green in the leaf praves that yellow was originally present.
The other stamp had all the yellow removed.

Unlike the stamp shown at Garfield-Perry, which had a red tu-
Iip, the solution used to soak these two stamps off their original
envelopes also affected the red. But on both stamps, there are
clear traces of red ink.

The conclusion is that both stamps had been soaked off mail
afier escaping the dreaded canceler, something that appears to be
happening a lot these days. The soaking solution changed the ap-
pearance of the stamps, but left a residue where the yellow had
been, as proven by the clear presence of the rectangular outine
where the yeitow should have been (probably other elements of
the yellow ink).

The human eiement in such a find is kind of sad. Poor Mrs. Ar-
chie opens a mixutre bag, hoping at the least to find some pur-
chase worthwhile, perhaps a numbered F stamp showing 1211.

Then there is joy as these two ringers show up on the table.
They look wonderful, but because they are different we can
figure out what happened.

There was no golden ring on this carousel for Mrs. Archie. [
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What do the incidence tables really tell us?

By Doug Iams

I decided 10 compare the incidence of
used PNCs reported in The Plate Number
with what was teported in Ceoil Line and
with dealers’ ads and Linn's “Trends™ and
found sorne interesting things along the
way.

‘F* Coil

The first three columns of Table 1 list
the different piate nombeszs of the “F” coil
and the incidence of each as reported by
TPN and CL.

The CL data include reports through the
September issue and the TPN data are
from the May issue. (Note: There was a
typographical error in the May TPN chart.
The number of 11115 should have read 444
instead of 4444.)

With the exception of the fact that TPN
reporters have been much luckder at
finding 1211, the percentages are in good
agreement. Since there is 2 large overlap
in the TPN and CL reports!, it is not sur-
prising that the percentages are similar,
but the fact that they are different points
up the fact that it is pointless o repornt
percentages of all but the really scarce
numbers o two digits beyond the decimal
point.

So, if the percentages are close, what’s
the big deal? The grand totals hide a bias.
TPN only reports the soriers’ names and
the grand total for all sorters. CL details
the breakdowns for each sorter and lists
their source (local uility company, na-
tional insurance company, mixture deal-
€rs, elc.)

The fourth column of Table 1 shows the
findings reported 10 CL by one person
with access to a large number of covers
from eastern Washington and northern
Idaho. There are clearly some significant
differences between these findings and
the grand total of all CL reporters. Since
the number of “F"” stamps reported by this
one callecter represents more than 39%
of the grand total of all CL reports, the
grand totals are obviously biased by this
one region.

[Comment by TPN: It is precisely be-
cause we realized that there are regional
differences that we have pever reported
an individuai’s results separately. Mr

1. Since the total number of "F~ stampe in the
May TPN was 2,862 and the total fer all the CL re-
ponis thoough March was 2,897, and since TPN's to-
tal includes some repons net in CL, 1 must conclude
that not all CL reponts are in TPN's total,

[TAN camment: Quite comect. We left out any Coil
Ling reports that did not inciude complate data, such
as UV wsis (which 25¢ Yosemile, for example) or
that did not indicste whether the mport was an addi-
Uon 10 & Previous repon or included previous data.]

lamns said: “The point | am trying to make
is that if you look only at the totals, you
miss the fact that they are biased by such
a huge amount of datacoming from one
regional source.”

[We have repeatedly wamed that
findings of used PNCs do not determine
mint strip prices, since those are based on
supply and demand. Oz, stated another
way, if used copies are scarce and dealers
have adequale supplies of mint strips, the
mint price will not be high and collectors
of used stamps will simply buy a mint
PNC from a dealer and get it canceled. A
good example of a scarce used stamp are
Plates 17 and 18 of the 18¢ Surrey, which
was rarely found used during its period of
vafidity, but is cheap as a mint strip.]

machines, not the sort of material availa-
ble to sorters.

[Mr. Jams replies: “That depends on the
source of the material sorted. Since they
are only used by large mailers, they will
not arn up on utility and insurance cov-
ers, but a few should turm up in better
used mixtures (just as precancels do)."”]

Platzs 3, 8, 9, and the gravured A22211
were intentionally left out of the table
sinice they have not been out long enough
for enough data to accumulate, but if 1
had to guess, [ wonld guess that Plates 5
and 8§ will be as scarce or scarcer than
Plates 2 or 6 and that Plate 9 will be less
common than Plates 1 and 4.

Even though the 2%¢ Flag Over Mt
Rushmore has been replaced by the 29¢
Flag Over the White House, we still need
pecple W conbnue reporung on their
Rushmore finds so that we can fill in the
picture for later plale numbers.

Table 1
Incidence of 'F’ stamps

Plate PN [ WA

"4 15.5% 15.7% B6.5%

1211 115%  0.16% 0%

1222 24.9% 2%3%  31.9%

211 176%  1.22% 9%

22 56.7%  575%  B16%

Tatal 2,862 3,742 1483
Femm—m——m————————— -
1 Incidence nf ‘F' stamps :
{ {Latest figures to TPMW) |
1
| Piats Actuaid  Acizal% :
1
1 622 16.79% |
1122 8BS 23.46% 1
| 2222 210 56.97% l
| 1211 4 092% 1
{221 B9 1.86% |
{ Tatals 3,704 100.00% !

29¢ Flag (Mt. Rushmore)

A similar analysis of the 29¢ Rushmore
is given in Table 2. Again, the percentag-
es5 reporied by the one sorter in Washing-
ton are significantly different from the
grand iotals, but this ume his report
makes up only 18% of the grand total.
The grand total percentages for both pub-
lications are generally in agreement, al-
though they differ on whether Plate 2 or
Plate 6 is scarcer. From what | have seen
in dealers’ used price lists, it appears that
Plate 2 is scarcer. The latest Linn's
“Trends” for PNCs (June 29) inexplicably
listed Plates 1 through 7 at the same price.

Where are the used Rushmores printed
on the gravure press? Are we not finding
thern, not reporting them, or are they not
being used?

[Comment by TPN: It has always been a
prhenomenon of reports by sorters thal
stamps issued only in rolls of 10,000 are
under-reported. That is because they are
used only by large mailers with affixing

Table 2
Incidence of Rushmores

Plale TPN CcL WA
1 16.5% 175% 15.3%
i 38% 43% 9.0%
3 26.3% 23.4% 35.7%
4 127% 12.9% 5.3%
6 31% 47% 2.8%

37.4% 372% 31.9%
Al1111 0% 3% 6%
Tatal 3,265 3,515 636

incidence of Rushmores
{Latest figures to TP\

1
1 |
| |
1 1
| Plate Actual #  Actual % :
i
11 1040 18.07% 1
12 196 341% I
| 2 3 0.05% I
|3 1185 20.59% 1
P 4 756 1383% I
1 5 14 0.24% 1
I 221 3.84% |
| B 1 002% i
(7 227 3860% (
p 8 5 0.08% 1
) & 69 1.20% i
A11111 3 0.05% N
: Totals: 5754 100.00% |
1

25¢ Flag Over Yosemite

The sitnation for the 25¢ Flag is less
clear. TPN calcnlated percentages for
block-1agged and phasphored versions as
separale series, but since they are both
part of the same series and since there
was an overlap when both were being re-
leased, it seems to make more sense to
look at the percentages for the whole se-
ties. Of course this makes all the percent-
ages smaller, but this 15 no problem as



long as one keeps the comparisons within
this issue and does not iry 1o compare pet-
centages with another issue.

[Comment by TPN: We refused from
the outset to include any reports on the
25¢ Flag that came without a UV check on
which type was meant. It tums out that
this hard-nosed approach was sensible.
One cannot simply report on Plates 1 and
5 without knowing what type of tagging
was nsed.)

One problem with Iooking at daia from
such a long series is that there can be a
time bias depending on the number of
stamps sorted and reported during differ-
ent periods. With that in mind, I have list-
ed the numbers in their approximate order
of appearance rather than in smict numeri-
cal order. [Editor's note: At the author’s
request, they have been arranged approxi-
mately by earliest report 10 TPN. Mr.
lams said: “I realize that this ordering of
the Yosernites is a bit awkward, but [
wanted to list them in & way that stamps
issued in the same time frame could be
easily compared.”]

1 anly have CL going back o March
1991, sc I cannot create CL totals for this
issue. Instead, Table 3 uses dealers’ pric-
es along with the percentages of various
mixes that 1 have sorted for comparison
with the TPN data,

The dealers whose prices were nsed
were Michael Lipson, Jim Adams, and
Bob Reece (the oniy reason other dealers’
lists were not used was because I lacked a
current list).

Quite a few discrepancies can be seen.
None of the data supports the low Mix
percentages for 2B and 3B or the low
TPN percentage for 7P. The TPN percent-
ages for BB and possibly for 15P look a
linde low. There are also big differences
in the TPN and Mix percentages for 5P,
9P, and 10P, but it is difficult o say
which is closer to correct.

Plate 6P appears to be overpriced and
the other data offer no clue as 10 why a
slight premium should be charged for 7P
(remember, we are talking about wsed,
and not mint), On the other hand, both
set1s of sorting data sugpest that 2P and 3P
may be underpriced. Linn's “Trends”
prices 2P and 3P as two of the cheapest
25¢ Flags, but “Trends” cannot be relied
on since it also puts 15P in that same
group (in fact, Linn’s prices the overabun-
dant “F" stamp with the nombers 2222
at twice the price of 15P). (]

TPN's incidence reports have been
updated to include reports from Thom-
as Malek, Carl Ditsch, Gary Wulfs-
berg, Dick Koenig, and lams. Koenig
and Ditsch appeared in Coil Line. Ma-
lek reports to both journals.
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Table 3
Incidence of 25¢ Flags
Pals TPN MWix Prce
1B 54% 83%  $3.33
o8 46% 59% 3050
3B 11% 132%  $050
4B 5.1% 55% 3050
5P 1.64% 166%  $533
7B 51% 81%  $067
58 6.8% 50%  $0.48
88 3.3% 65%  $0.48
ar 31.0% 8% $1.00
9P 20.0% 124%  $050
o8 1.66% 23%  $1.42
5P 2.2% 45%  $075
7P 1.49% 106%  $0.50
109 12.0% 6.8%  $0.50
11p 9.8% 7.3%  $0.50
13p 1.7% 103%  $047
2P 1.05% 25%  $0.58
ap 58% 166%  $0.58
14p 8.2% 6.3%  $0.47
1P 20% 33%  515.00
15p A% 149%  $1.83
Total 7,828 604
[m————————— —— ——————
[ Incidence of 25¢ Flags 1
: (Latest figures to 7PM) 1
1
1 Piate Actual #  Actiai % 1
11 47 0.55% 1
11 19 0.22% 1
12 364 4.34% I
12 95 1.17% i
13 329 3.88% i
{3 38 1.04% l
|4 436 5.14% i
1 5 562 662% I
G 202 2.38% "
y B 140 1.65% "
17 450 5.30%
| 183 2.16% I
" 01 3.55% !
Bi 264 311% I
g 44 1.70% 1
g 1648 19.43% I
L st 980  11.55% |
1 11 816 9.62% 1
I 13 672 7.92% 1
14 696 8.20% 1
1 18] 41 0.48% 1
|
1 Totals: 8,486 100% :
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ADLETS

Classified ads are 15 cents a
word. There is no charge for

your address. Membera of
PNC? are antitled to one FREE
25-word adlet each year.

ULTRA YIEW MOUNTS:The only stamp mounts on the
markat that allow transmission of UV light, plus hav-
ing acid-tres paper inserts for faciliating stamp inser-
tion and stamp retentien, Coil Sirip package $6.00. H.
Harry Mueggenburg, 3525 Blufl CL, Carmichasl, CA
95808, (6-92)

WANTED PS 18s: Regular Ferfed XF-g, imper, mispert,
miscut. John TFison (PNC3 473, APS, ASDA) B&J
Salss, 3012 S. Croddy Way, Santa Ana, GA B2704. 1-
800-854-4487, (6-92)

JOIN THE CLUB, join PNC3. Monthly newsietter, auc-
tions, regional mestings. For details, writs Gene C.
Trinks, 3603 Sellows Ct, Troy, MI 48083. (6-92)

PNCs BY SUBSERIPTION: My customers got A32323
of the Eagle & Shieid cheap. It's quite simple, Swb-
scribe 10 My hew-issues service and get every new
plate numbar as a2 PS/3 ¢r PS/5, VF or XF. Senc $25
deposit to Esratl, POB 20130, Shaker Heights, OH
44120,

FOCz hy SUBSCRIPTION: House of Famam FDCs are
$5, ArtGraft and ArtMaster are $4. You also are in-
formied when | get oddball numbars. Send $25 deposit
{0 Esrati, POB 20130, Shaker Heights, QH 44120, (6-
92)

THE 1993 PNC CATALDG will be published in Decem-
ber. 1 will send out notices for pre-publication orders.
Richard J, Nazar, 34 Nottingham Way, Somerset, NJ
08873. (6-92)

COLLECT GERMANY? Great new-issues service: sin-
gles, cembinations, bookets, Coils, first-tay shestiets.
Also, Michal catalogs at great disgount. Esratl, POB
20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (6-92)

OLD TPNs—Every igsus of TPN since 1985 Is still avail-
able. An outline of what sach issue covers may te ab-
tained by sending a SASE to TPN

LIGHTHOUSE SUPPLEMENTS—15% off on all Light-
house PNC supplements, Lighthouse UV ks,
Lighthouse stock books, or Lighthouse albums. An
acditicnal 5% off to members ¢f PNC3. Esrati, POB
20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (5-92)

Plate and mat varieties—Part XLI1

By A.S. Cibulskas
1¢ Omnibus

a. Plate 23, B Press, tagged. Horizontal dash, about 1.5mm long, under the second “8"
of the date and even with the top of "USA.” Constant at SR. (Le Duc}

7.1¢ Tractor

a. Plate 1, precanceied “ZIP+4.” Inking variety: the wording “5-Digit ZIP+4" is in
the maroon color of the stamp design as opposed 1o the normal blank ink. Several used

singles were submitted. (Baer)
13.2¢ Coal Car

a, Plate 1. Wedge under the left wheel. Constant at 10L. (SAdams)

29¢ White House

a. Plate 3, Extraneous ink blobk extends the bottom left lop of the plate number abount
Imm to the left. Constant at 1L. (SAdams)

b. Plate 3. Dot just outside the lower left corner of the design area. Constant ai 1R,

(SAdams)

c.Plate 4. Inking variety: the numeral “1” of both dates is missing, althongh faint
traces are present under microscopic examination, Several rolls submirted, (Hamrick)
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Tagging, plate numbers, and perforation varieties of Great Americans Serigs

Scolt  Stamp Llock L/verall Harrow/hlock Harrow/everall  Harrow/phosphored  Harrow/funtagged
1844 1¢ Dix L{1.2) A
2169 2¢ Mary Lyon M2 E (M Ermor
217 4¢ Flanagan Efl) E (4} Intentionaly
273 5¢ Muficz Marin E(1it E@ Irﬂennqnaliy
A7 10¢ Red Cloud Ell) E(1, 2t E(2)F £ (27) Infentionally
2178 15¢ Cody E(1.3) E(1, 271, 31) E(t)
1852 20¢ Tuman L E@) E@)
1863 22¢ Audubon L) E{3)
2152 23¢ Cassalt E(1) E{1" 2} E(2E E{% Emo
2183 25¢London$Sbock E(La%
218% 25 London books ¥
1864 30¢ Laubach Lt E@) E2t
1867 39¢ Clark L) E@)
1869 40¢ Gilbreth L{1) E(2)
2186 40¢ Chennaull EQ) E(2)
2188 45¢ Cushing E() £t
1969 50¢ Nimikz e (1234  E(,2) E2,39 E(% Emor
21844 $1Hopkins Ei1) E( E(2) E( Emor
1% %5 Harle E(1} E(2¢
Symbois used in this chart:
L = L-perforator 10.9x 108 E = Eureka ofi-press bull s-eye 11.2x 11.2 A=APressin-linebull's eye 112x 1122

#r 5 bookiet onty 41.2 x 41.2. The $1.50 and $3 {Plate 1) bookie!s are block tagged and perforated {10 x 9.8) in-iine en Gosbel booklet-making equipment
& Pritec on ani-8 currency press. Tagged off press.
* Overall tagging in ali selvage. 1 Untagged area in selvage. £ Lenz paper {solic tagging). k Mottled prephosphering.
Entries printd in ftalfes indicate thal there is doubl about the existencs of these stamps.
Data first compiled for Linn’s Worfd Stamp Almanac by Wayne L. Youngblond. Updated by the PNC Study Group.

Taggmg, plate numbers, and perforations of Great Americans known in only one version

Scolt E-E/Cottreli Overall L/block L/Overall Harrow/Mlock Harrow/overall Harrow/phesphared L/phosphared  Untagged
268 1¢g thell EM E Ermor
1845 2¢ Stravinsky 123456

1846 3¢ Clay 12

2170 3¢ White 123

1847  d¢ Schurz 1234
1848 5¢ Buck 1234

2172 5¢ Dlack E{13) EEmor
1849 6¢ Lippmann 1

1850  7e Baldwin 1

1851  Be Knox 3456k

1852 ¢ Thayer 1

1853 10¢ Russall 1

1954 11¢ Panridge 23453

1855 13¢ CrazyHerse 1,234

1856 14¢ Lewis 1

2177 e Howe £0.2)
1857 17¢ Carison 123413141516

2178 17¢ Lockwood E{1.2)
1858 18¢ Mason 123456

185 19¢ Sequoyah 39529, 39530
1860 20¢ Bunche 1234567810113
1861 20¢ Gallaudet 125689

2180  21¢ Carlson Ef)

2183 25¢ Loncon sheel Ef.2)

2184 28¢ Sitting Bull EfN)

2184A 29¢ Warren 51,52
1885 35¢ Drew 1234

2185 35¢ Chavez 51,82
1866 37¢ Millikan 1234

2190 52¢ Humphrey 1
2161 56¢ Harvard E{N)

192 65¢ Amoid EQ)

2193 75¢ Willide 1
2194 $1 Revel E()

2185 $2Brvan E(2)

Eold-laced stamps are obsolats. Dasign has haen 1eplaced,
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Huge tagging shift causes untagged errors

By Alan Thomson

The 2¢ Lyon is not the only Great

American issue o turn up as an untagged
eTTer.
Harry Mueggenburg of Carmichael,
Calif., has found some of the same huge
tagging shifts on the ig Miichell, the 5¢
Black, and some 50¢ Nimitz stamps.

The $2 Bryan has also been found in
this condition.

The untagged portons of Mueggen-
burg's panes is found at the top of the l¢,
S¢, and 50¢ values and at the botlom of
the 2¢. It extends across the entire width
of the pane and is as much as 40mm tall.
In each case, at least one full row of
stamps is completely untagged.

The shift on the Mitchell stamp is quite
revealing, because it shows narrow lines
of tagging in the top selvage before the
untagged area begins. it is from that pane
that the 40mm height was measured. The
top row of stamps is without block tag-
ging and the second row has only the
upper half or a tagging block in the lower
half of the stamp. The lower half extends
into the third row of stamps.

At first, the size of the untagged area is
puzzling because the horizontal gutter be-
tween panes is usually thought w be
about 8mm wide, and the finished sel-
vage, afier cytting, approximates 4mm.

There is an answer, however.

All the stamps that thus far have exhib-
ited this shift were printed on the A Press,
and they were printed after the A Press
bases were refarmanted to sieeves of B00
subjects.

In Ken Lawrence’s Linn's Plate Num-
ber Coil Handbook, there is a photograph
on Page 287 that shows part of a sheet of
Jack London stamps. As the caption
states, that siamp was the first line-
engraved definitive stamp to be printed on
the A Press from an 800-subject sleeve.
What that half sheet (four panes) shows is

Tagging breaks found from D Press

By Alan Thomson

Tagging breaks do exist on overall-
tagyed sheet stamps.

While checking a pane of 15¢ Cody
stamps in a ioca] post office, my UV light
revealed a crispiy defined Imm wide un-
tagged stripe right through the middle of
the bottomn row of stamps. The siripe ex-
tends completely across the pane and is
very clean cut.

This example is from Plate 2, which
was printed on the D Press, and thus dis-
piays the single break in the flexographic
plate used for overali tagging on that
press.

More and more Great American
definitives are being printed or reprinted
on the C or D presses, and if overal} tag-
Eing is used, there is a possibility of a tag-
ging break.

I view with suspicion any claims that
troe tagging breaks exist on Grear Ameri-
can panes printed on the A Press, If
Charles Yeager is correct in stating that
the A Press used only a cylinder-mounted

Please check the changes

in the Great American
charts in “Update.”

jacket w produce overall rtagging, no
break would be possible. (See U'S. Spe-
cialist, February 1991.) The jacket is a
solid sheath with no open seam,

It behooves us w know which plate
number of each issue was printed on
which press. It makes a difference.

[TPN notz: One of the reason we began
the study of the Great Americans Series is
because of its similar prinung history to
the printing history of PNCs.

[With that in mind, collectors should
also be looking for the sorts of mgging
breaks we have found en unprecanceled
PNCs printed on the Cotrell presses after
the fire that destroyed two of the four
presses.

[At that time, BEP printers improvised to
create small tagging mats by “shaving"
the precancels off some precancel mats.
The spaces berween the mats caused tag-
ging breaks on PNCs.

{We do not knew, however, whether the
same thing occurred with the Great Amer-
icans, which were printed in panes of 100
as opposed 1o the 1824 arrangement for
PNCs,

(It is quite possible that the tagging
mais for the Great Americans survived
the fire. In that event, no Conrell 1agging
breaks would exist.] O

exremely wide horizontal gukters be-
tween panes. | wouid estimate them to be
about 1 1/2 inches or nearly 40mm. This
daeesn’t explain the tagging shift, but does
establish the existence of a very wide gut-
ter where no block 1agging was intended.

The shift appears to be like so many
other, except for its size. lis cause was
probably plain misalignment. It was not
the resnult of tagging cylinder reversal,
which would have made no difference be-
cause the cylinder jacket with raised tag-
ging blocks was essentially symmetrical.
One has 0 wonder if anyone was moni-
toring the synchronizaton of the tagging
and the printing at all. Most block-1agging
shifts amonnt 10 a few millimeters, not al-
most 37. Apparently the known shift on
the 82 Bryan stamp is munch larger, Re-
member, this is not one instance, but five
that we know of at this point.

All five of these untagged stamps are er-
rars. The 2¢ Lyon could be reprinted and
issued untagged. The other two low val-
ues will not, Of course, if the Lyon error
is saved with its adjoining tagped speci-
mens, its error siatus wouid be preserved.

For those keeping wtack of the plate
numbers, the Lyon exampie is from a
lower right pane from Plate 1; the Black
is from an upper ieft pane from Plate 2;
the Nimitz is from an opper left pane
from Plate 2. The plate number and the
position of the Mitchell stamp are un-
known at this time.

I encourage all who are interesied in the
Great Americans series 1o use their shori-
wave Uv light on every pane or block
they encounter. You just don't know what
you'll find. O

About the charts

We have removed a notation in the chart
that the 5¢ Muiloz Marin exists untagged
from Plate 1. Oriy Plate 2 is untagged.

We have also removed a notation that
the 51 Hopkins exists on prephasphored
paper from Plate 1. Although there are no
uniagged areas in the margin and al-
though the overall tagging appears mo-
Ued, Plate 1 is known only block tagged
or overall tagged. Plate 2 is on prephos-
phored paper.

We have also removed the notation for
an overall-tagged 4¢ Flanagan. Obviously
the report to TFN that such a stamp exists
‘Was 1n error,

We need help in ascertaining plate num-
bers of Great Americans printad before
1982.0] :
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It wasn’t just Hurricane Andrew that fouled thi

Continued from Page 113
white CRT (cathode ray tube) screen.

They were having trouble programming
the thing; 1 belicve they had been working
on it all day, and it was not responding
the way they were told to expect. The
woman said they were anticipating a
First-Day crowd the next morning, and
did not sound confident that it would be
operating by 8:00 a.m. She said the PMCs
at the three other post offices would not
be working by Friday (as announced} and
that one of the FMCs had yet to be uncrat-
ed.

I did not want to bother them, so I
looked at the philatelic display for a
while, trying to decide whether I should
take a chance that they would be ready in
the moming and spend $35-540 10 spend
the night in Miami. [ had an appointment
for Friday afternoon, and would have lo
leave Miami no later than 10:00 a.m.

I walked past the PMC and the postal re-
pair pair a final time. The door was open
and a panel had been removed, revealing
a bicolored coil of 3,000. It was dark and I
didn't get as close as | would have liked,
but it sure looked like the coil was back-
wards, with the stamps to be delivered top
first (upside down?). No, I didn"t ask if I

Stephen G. Esrati
P. Q. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, CH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
rostage Guaranteed,
Address Comection
Requested

[F BOX IS CHECKED -
YOUR SUBSCRIFTICH
HAS EXPIRED
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could get some blank stamps ... but it
was tempting.

I left the post office disappoinled, and
opted to spend the night in West Palm
Beach free instead (about an hour and
half"s drive north), unable to ramm the
next day, I assumed I had made the right
choice.

It would have been worse to have
stayed overnight only to discover the next
morning that they still were not on-line
Friday momming.

A couple of days later, Humricane An-
drew tore through Dade County, and |
heard on the radio that several Miami post
offices had been destroyed. I have no idea
if the stamps were ever available. Hell,
the places I inspected might not even be
there any more!

[TPN note: The PMC at the General Mail
Facility did operate all day that Friday
and the one at the Norland branch worked
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. The other two Mia-
mi-area stations—the airport and Qlym-
pia Heighis—that were 1o have a PMC did
not have them available on Aug. 21.]

One last comment about UVM coiis: If
there had been any collectors involved
with this project, one of their very first
concerns would have been with PNCers

hings up

and how (o accommodate their anticipat-
ed orders. Several PMCs could have been
installed in the cave of the Philatelic Sales
Division, or the devices could have been
adapted 1o expedite printing strictly for
philatelic uses. Maybe I am naive, but if
colleclors’ interests were at heart in USPS,
instead of an afterthonght in USPS desire
to market philatelic items and promote
philatelic retention, perhaps our hobby
would still be able to grow while stll
making a profit for our Postal Service. JJ

Lipson publishes label catalog

Michael Lipson, a Washington-area
dealer, has published a camlog of PNC la-
bels, a job originally begun by David E.
Barrie-LaVergne, chairman of the PNC
Study Group’s Label Study Group.

Bamrie-LaVergne, a government geolo-
gist, dropped out of sight a year ago.

The Lipson catalog does not price the
labels, but illustrates them far beyond the
wark that Barrie-LaVergne began many
years ago. He even incorporates some of
Barrie-LaVergne’s illustrations.

The 33 catalog is a nseful work for
those who collect PNC labels. It can be or-
dered from Lipson at P.O. Box 2543, Res-
ton, Va. 22091, [0
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