By Stephen G. Esrati

Will they or won't they?

That question caused a flurry of activiry
in PNC circles in July and August.

The question was: Will BEP's Universal
Vending Machine (VM) coil have a plate
number?

Finally, thanks to Dr. Robert Rabino-
wilz, whose sleuthing gol someone to
look at one, the answer came.

The BEP version has a red 1 on every
48th stamp.

That was the way the Postal Service
originally announced the stamp in Pkila-
telic Release 92-060. Later I was told the
stamp would have no plate number.

$16 a year

Linn's  rteported
that the smiamp
would have no
plate number in its
issue of Aug. 8,
having confirmed
: this with Don
The BEP ve_rsmn McDowell, direc-
tor of the Office of Stamp and Philatelic
Marketing.

But on Aug. 6 Dr. Rabinowitz calied 10
say McDowell's statement did not square
with what had been reported to him by
someone who had seen the stamps. Later
that day, McDowell retracted to TPN, say-
ing the numbers were on every 48th

stamp.

Why the 29¢ Flower was late

According to Stephen G. Esrati, tha
Postal Service isn't sure who was respon-
sible for last year's delay in issuing the
denominated 29¢ Flower ceil stamps
printed by Stamp Venturers.

That's ogd. A year ago USPS wrote to
ma that postpenament from April to Au-
gust was “due 1c a deiay frem our suppii-
at.”

Ken Lawrence,
Linn's July 27, 1992
By Stephen G. Esrati
The blame for the delay is not as simpie
as Ken Lawrence would have one believe
in the above quotation, which is based on

the label USPS pot on paid orders for the
denominated 29¢ Flower,

Let's oy 1o set the record straight.

Stamp Venturers was awarded a con-
wact to print stamps on Dec. 14, 1990, It
had proposed prindng coils of 50, 100,
500, 3,000, and 10,000 and said it could
print either  perforated or rouietied
stamps.

That dispels one myth. Stamp Venturers
had the capability o make roond-hole
perforations because such perforations
Please turn to Page 106
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Stamps from both printers
have plate numbers, despite

USPS dental on BEP version

The chain of events that ied to the con-
fusion can be traced to the writing of Dr.
Rabinowitz and to phone conversations
he had with McDowell.

In an article published in the July 11
Stamp Collector, D1, Rabinowitz, a mem-
ber of the PNC Study Group, said: "It has
been confirmed that the variable-rate coils
w be sold in five U.S. cities and by the
Philatelic Sales Division (PSD) wiil have
plate numbers.”

But McBowell told TPN on July 17 that
althongh the BEP sieeve did have plate
numbers, they could stiil be routed off the
printing cylinder to produce unnumbered
coiis,

“Bot, as we speak,” he said, “unless
something happened I don’t know about,
the plate number is still on.”

At that time, McDowell believed that
printing had not yet begun. In fact, the
stamps were printed last year.

When Philatelic Release 92-060 arrived
at TPN on july 24, I called the Qffice of
Communications to learn where the plate
number would be on the samp,

[ did not seem likely to me that the
piate numbers would be at the bottom of
the samp in a vertical coil and [ envi-
sioned the stamp as having plate numbcrs
on the side, probably the left side, which
wouid have been their position if the
stamps had been printed as a horizontal
coti.

| spoke to Valerie Welch and told her
what McDoweil had indicated 10 me on
July 17 and asked her not only to tell me
where the number was, but also to
confirm that the coil did, indeed, have
numbers at all.

[Ms. Welch had rouble finding people,
who were reporied “on travel.” It was the
time when the Postal Service was sending
scads of people to the Olympic Games in
Barcelona 10 conduct “mailing seminars”
for big mailers who were going 1o be
roetnded up between their free atendance
at Olympic events and their free meals in
super-expensive Barcelona to remm to
their free hotels to be 1old how 10 mail a
letter.

Please turn 10 Page 107
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PNC WATERGATE

We live in an untidy world in which it takes a long time
for the truth to emerge. Often, the first news printed
about an event—such as the burglary of Democratic Na-
tional Headquarters in the Watergate complex—seems
pretty innocuous, even if it eventually leads to the resigna-
tion of a President.

Stamp collecting is not that serious. Siill, the sort of
mind that conceals the truth also colors what we can re-
pore. Even worse, it blocks serious rescarch into the stamps
we collect.

After the 10¢ value of the Columbian souvenir sheets
and the 10¢ Red Cloud stamp appeared untagged, I called
the Office of Communications of the Postal Service 1o in-
quire whether the policy of leaving stamps untagged up 1o
the value of 8¢ had been changed. The firsz person [ spoke
to was Valerie Welch. She asked: “What does rtagging
mean?”

When I explained, she switched my call o Joe Peng in
the Office of Stamp Manufacturing. Peng assured me thac
the policy had not been changed and that 10¢ stamps were
not being left untagged on purposc. The Red Cloud, he
said, was printed on prephosphored paper.

I went to press telling TPN readers thar the untagged
10¢ Red Cloud was an untagged ertor. 1 did not include
the 10¢ Columbian because American Bank Note had as-
sured me char they had been left untapged acr UsPS insis-
tence.

Meanwhile, Wayne Youngblood of the PNC Scudy
Group went to Washingron and was told that the policy
had, indeed, been changed to include 10¢ stamps and that
there should now be four versions of the Red Cloud: block
tagged, overall tagged, prephosphored, and untagged.

No statement had ever been distributed to “the media” to
announce the change in policy.

Not only that, but Peng told Wayne chat it was possible
that in additon tw the Red Cloud, the 10¢ Canal Boat
may also have been printed untagged.

Later, a spokesperson ar BEP calied to say that the Red
Cloud had not—please note the “not”—printed untagged.
Toid of the conflicting versions, she offered to check again.
Despite what Youngblood had been told, which he pub-
lished in Linns, she said the Red Cloud was supposed o
have been printed on LP-713, a prephosphored paper and
that the untagged stamps were not because of a change in
policy but because an untagged roll had been erroencusly
put on press. That makes the untagged Red Clouds an un-
tagged error.

That is but one example of a case where one simply can-
not track down the truth because of a lack of apenness.
The Postal Service looks upon stamps as a narional secret.

Letters to the editor
All letters are welcome. TPN seserves the right to edit and condense letiers,
1o print them a5 bylined articles, of 1o reject them, For the sake of cfficiency,
. readers are urged o wriwe to P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heighu, OH 44120,
TPN will forward letters o the proper authorities for replies. Unsigned re-
plies are by Steve Esmati,
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Ken Lawrence wrote an article in Linns in which he
quated Ira Polikoff of BEP as saying thac BEP had refused to
print rolls of 10,000 of the $¢ Circus Wagon,

[ was curious about the story because—under the agree-
ment between BEP and USPS—SBEP was not supposed to
print any stamps in rolls larger than 3,000. I called the
Office of Communications and got a flat statement from
Robin M:nard that “We never asked BEP to princ them.”

I wrote that for TPN, effectively calling Ken a liar. In this
instance I had been more carcful. Before my story ap-
peared, I checked with BEP and was told thar there had
been no refusal to prine.

Parc of the confusien may have been because the terms
used by me referred to a coil of 12,000 that usrs had con-
firmed te me for 1993 (Ken had written abour a coil of
10,000).

Ken says the agreement between BEP and USPS came intc
effect after BEP had refused to print the big rolls of Circus
Wagons.

On another matter, Ken was rold by Richard Johnson, a
partner in Stamp Venrturers, thar his firm was now printing
an unidentfied coil stamp on which the gummed side
shows accounring numbers.

Just before I went to press with the July issue of 7PN, 1
was told by Sandra Lanre, a spokeswoman for the frm, thar
no stamps showing such numbers were in praductdon. For-
tunately, I forgot to include her denial in 7PN, so, at leasr,
[ neither called Ken a liar nor denied what he had report-
ed.

Bue [ did call Stamp Venturers later to find out why there
were two conflicting stories. On the record [ was rold that
the company was under a gag order from the Postal Service
and could not talk about any stamps thar had not yer been
issued.

[ infer from this that Ken had been told the truth and [
had been given the “Itc-was-only-a-two-bit-burglary” reply.

Finally, on a matter troubling many PNC collectors, 1 was
told by Ms. Lane char the 29¢ Earl Warren and 35¢ Den-
nis Chavez stamps had been printed on the same cype 'of
prephosphored intaglio paper used by BEP. Because this
paper was uncoated, she said, the phosphors are “impreg-
nawed in the paper itself.”

I this were true, we would sce tagging on the back of the
stamp.



She said the phosphors are in the coaring of prephos-
phored paper only in coated stamps.

Where does this leave us?

Even Richard Sennctr, a partner in Stamp Venturers,
could not help expressing some doubt abour whar is going
on: “I chink all chis information should be made public.”

Sodol m

STAMPS ETC. STRIKES OUT

When the Postal Service announced the switch from 7he
Philatelic Catalog wo Stamps erc., it said:
Special feature pages highlighting new sczmps and prod-
ucts have been added, along with technical information,
including the name of the samp designer, date of issu-
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ance, and other facts of interest. All items are cleady
marked and categorized by stamp types (commemorative,
definitive, coil) and topics (Black Heritape, Great Ameri-
cans, souvesir pages).

[t didn't happen quite that way. There is no word about
designers of new stamps and practically no technical infor-
madan. Where technical informarion would be most help-
ful (such as the tagging on the 5¢ Circus Wagon or 15¢
Tugboar) there is none. Issue dates are sporadic, at best,

What we got was a hooplah and a change for the worse.

What’s even worse is that the July-August issue was pub-
lished late (in August) in a limited edition and is not being
widely distribured, probably because it conrained too
many errors. What we got in August may actually be a re-
placement. Improved indeed!

LETTERS: Wy on earth wordd anyone overprit a 19¢ Fishing Boat?

[ found an envelope in the trash
bearing a 19¢ Fishing Boar, over-
printed “BULK RATE.” Enclosed
was a waller-sized tipping chart.

Can you explain the use of this
stamp an bulk mail.

Wayne Meyers
Union, N.J.
In reply: The mailer of chis item

needs a lot of tips. The Domestic Mail Manual permits the
use oniy of precanceled, i.c., untagged stamps on bulk
mail. Use of the Fishing Boat was in violation of this rule.

Otherwise, however, the piece is easy to explain. The ba-
sic bulk rate is 19.8 cents. The mailer used the Fishing
Boat to pay part of chat, The delivering clerk, however, was
correct o use the fAve-bar killer o cancel it because the
stamp arrived uncanceled.

The faule lies with the accepting bulk mail unit which
should have required additional postage, but it is unclear
what the rare should have been. Since it couid not go un-
der the quanciry-mailing Firse Class rates either, it probably
should have gone for 29 cenus.

EULK RATE

They figured out the plate reports

I'd like to comment on the plate-activity reports in the
July issue.

Eagle and Shield: I agree with your analysis that chere is
an errer in the dara based on the At1111 combination. I
would venture that the error is on the brown plate and not
ir. blue as you propose. | believe this because Brown 2 is re-
ported to have an identical number of impressions as
Brown 1, an unlikely occurrence.

{In reply: American Bank Norte submirtted two reports for
E&S stamps, both giving the same delivered quandty
through Jan, 6, 1992. Unfortunately, the Postal Service re-
moves the bottoms of the report forms which give the date
of transmission to USPS, so we cannot easily compare them
with the copy on file at ABN.

[One of the two reports carried the notation “Revised 1/
16/92.” We were told that it merely correctd mistakes in
the earlicr report.

{That’s what we did.

{But a check on Brown 2 shows that the earlier report
gave a total of 566,873, suggesting a copying error and basi-
cally confirming your suspicions.]

25¢ Flags: In calculating the maximum number of PNCs
for Sleeve @ and 14, you adjusted only one of them for
plate size (in other words, multiplicd the impression tatal
by 10, not 20) Is this correct?

({n reply: No. The correct “maximum PNC” figure should
have been 75.482,800.]

$1T2: In the table and in the texc, you indicated thac this
would be off the B Press, ver you showed 432 under sub-
jects. If 432 is correcr, it would be for the C Press. The B
Press and 432 subjects don't go together.

(/n reply: Quite right! You cannot divide 432 by 52 (the
interval between plate numbers on the B Press). But sep
said both “B Press” and “432 subjects.” If the plae was
ever sent to press, we would ger another report and this
would be straightened out.]

23¢ Flag: By adding Blue 1 and Blue 2 we find 1434780
total impressions. But 180 red impressions are missing.
Why?

{In reply: Geod question. Why?)

You also did not note that it is possible to calculate a to-
tal on the A111 combination art 577,196 impressions.

Alan Malakoff
Highland Park, N.J.

I found the plate-activity informaton in the July issue
quite interesting. [ was surprised that a number of the re-
ports appeared to be contradictory to the market on recent
issues.

I nodced several facts from data on the Eagle and Shields.
One I thought was intcresting was that on green plate 2, it
had gone to press about 2 month and half after it was cer-
tified. All of the cther plates listed went to press within a
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weelk.

You stated that the data on the 23¢ Flag “cannot be used
to determine the number of stamps printed with each
plate-number combination.” | reviewed the informarion
and discovered that the impression total for combination
All1l could be determined exacrly. Based on that as a start-
ing poinr, it is possible to make a few assumprions as o
the range of impressions.

Mike J. Stefun
Palmdale, Calif.

[£d mote: See the writers article on this subject on Page

99 of this issue.|

All wet on PV] meters

The meter strip shown ar the end of the Page 74  articic
on vending coils resulted from a USPS experiment before,
not after, Autopost.

It is a Postal Validation Imprinter (PV1) meter strip, part
of the Postal Service’s 1984 window autamation program.
It is not vended postage, and the usage shown in the illus-
tration is illegitimate (meter-printed in Tampa, used in
Fort Wayne). As a meter imprint it is valid only ac the
place and date indicated. Scott does not list meter stamps.

The particular strip shown is a dot-marrix design intro-
duced on Intermec machines in 1985. The 1984 Frieden-
Alcatel design does not have an eagle. Intermec PVI meters
were tested at a number of locations around the country,
but the only ones still in service arc in the Tampa Bay area
of Florida. _

These and similar experiments worldwide were discussed
in my article “Modern Philately and the Frama Challenge”
in the 1989 American Philarelic Congress Book.

Up-to-date information on all these developments is car-
ried in every issue of the Meter Stamp Society Bulletin.

'S, In ordinary €FO parlance, if one stamp is normal and
an attached stamp has one or more colors of ink (or tag-
ging} omitted, the iem is a certifiable error. Its se-tenant
characzer often makes it more desirable than a detached
copy. In instances of ink starvation, it is common to have a
strip or block that goes from normal to freak to crror.
Thus, the presence of a tagged stamp in a serip chat in-
cludes untagged stamps does not undermine the status of
the untagped crrors.

P.P.S. Paper is calendered, nor colandered. Look it up.

Ken Lawrence

Jackson, Miss.

Lighthouse uses 7PNV terms

Lighthouse is inclined to make use of Eugene Kiehlmei-
er’s descriptions for tagging types as outlined on Page 84.

I never believed in calling the mottled tagging the resule
of a process in which the “tagging is shaved off after the
tagging is laid on the paper as a coating,”

Correct speiling can be the result of luck: Ken Lawrence
objected to the shaving idea and said mortding is probably
the result of calendering (which you misspeiled as “colan-
dering”).

Then, at the end of the article, the theories on the two
papers are summed up as follows:

* Lenz paper may be samples supplied to BEP. { I strongly
believe in this theory.)

* Lenz paper may have been calendered differently.

* The two papers may be from different vendors and
meet the same specifications,

“Calendering,” according to The Encyelopedia Britannica
is a process of smoothing and compressing a matertal, not-
ably paper, during production by passing a single continu-
ous sheet through a number of pairs of heated rolls. The
rolls, in combination, are called calenders. Calender rolls
are made of stzel with a hardened surface or steel covered
with fAber,

In paper production they typically exer: a pressure of 500
pounds per linear inch.

Coated papers are calendered to provide a smooth, glossy
finish.

Wolfgang Schén
Aumiihle, Germany

In reply: Wolfgang may have come up with something in
mentioning that the calender rolis may be fiber-covered
steel. [f the tagging is put on before being put through the
final fiber-covered roll, that could explain the mording,

Calendering is questioned

Calendering 1s used in both the manufacture of cloth and
paper, and is the very simple process of running the mate-
rial becween two rollers, with the purpose of imparting a
sheen to the finished product. I am puzzied about how
such a simple operation could affect the visual characteris-
tics (mostled or solid) of dried taggant on the surface of
the paper. This really needs some explanacion.

{{n reply: See comment after Wolfgang’s letzer.]

I'd also like to toss my two cents’ worth about the catalog
numbering system. Quite frankly, I dont sce whar the
problem is. The system is holding up quite nicely with the
adjustments you've made, and if long gravure plate num-
bers and prefixes confuse readers, just put them in paren-
theses. An example might be the 5¢ Canoe, which would
look like this: 05T(51DZP. Sure it's a couple more characrers,
but the clarity is worth the extra baggage. Perhaps it would
be helpful to use the parentheses for all prefixed and ail
multi-plate numbers. The “E” stamp would appear as 25U
(1211), even though its present form is not confusing.

Oh! And when you run out of XYZ, just use W and
work backwards. We really don't need to reinvent the Cata-
log Number wheel,

There are always goodics in TPN. Keep publishing. [
look forward to each time.

Alan Thomson
Northwood, N.H.

In reply (by Richard Nazar): I'll go along with the idea of
the parentheses for all plate-number combinations with a
letter prefix, but we'll stick to 25U1211.

Advice on Great Americans

[ would suggest that we list (in a separate chart) all the
other Great Americans in the only format we're aware of,
This way we could alert readers to kecp their eyes open for
anyrhing that does not fic what is now known.



Remember that we have one Eagle and Shield (432333)
that has been found ar only one post office and an “F”
stamp (1211) thar was anly found at a few post offices.

Would the Lenz paper be known rtoday if Joann had not
found it and made it known?

Eugene Ernst
Houston, Tex.
In reply: You're right. Now we've listed them all.

TPN so full of prurient information

Forget to renew my subscription? Never! Where else can
one find the depth of informadon abour PNCs in our spe-
cialized hobby?

I don’t understand why anyone would take a chance on
getting this prurienc information by bulk rate, considering
that timely information is essential to most investments.

Robert W. Lord
Seward, Alaska

In reply: My dictionery defines “prurient” as “tending to
excite lust; lascivious; lewd.” Thanks for the nice insuit. |
had always hoped that 7PN was that exciting.

Doubling noted on E&S stamps

[ have access to a microscope where [ work, bur the
smallest magnification it has is 65x and the photos come
out as mirror images.

The doubled “3” in Photo 1 is the brown 3 in the plate
number 422113 of the Eagle and Shield. [ found four such
strips of five in a wholesale lot of five in a West Coast deal-
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er's stock. A second, conhrming copy, is shown in Photo 2.

In reply: TPN, unforrunately, conld nor reproduce the mi-
crophotographs submitted by the wrirer. The two photes, bow-
ever, show a very clear doubling of the 3" that shews up ta
the left of the dark brown muonber like a shadew. Obviously,
the writer was able to discern them with his naked eye before
he put them under the microscope.

In the March TPN you reported on the broken yellow
“1” on a group of different E&S numbers, and unless |
missed it, there were no other numbers showing this in the
May issue. [ have secn 422112 with this variety.

Doug lams
San Jose, Calif.

f’ A note from the editor \

In the fuly inue, Ken Lawrence wrote "“Why I quit the study
group” and I promised Dr. Robert Rabinowirz equal space te re-
it When he did, it became apparent thar [ would have to give
Lawrence space ta reply ta the answer, and so on and on and on.

I feit that their statemenss did not belong here. [ have given
Dr. Rabinowitz the mailing labels for this inue s0 he can reply I
know this is unfair to Dr. Rabinowitz and [ apologize w0 him.
Several attempts to find a different solution came to naught.

The matter caused a great deal of anguich to all of us. [ am

taking myself ot of the loap to proect my heaith,
Stere E Lﬁ

\§

I know it’s crazy, but why not try?

As a collecter, I've had difficulty finding the varieties of the Great Americans Series and 20¢ Flag sheet
stamps. So I'm going into business. I'm acquiring a smail stock of themn and will buy what | can, Meanwhile,

here's my first attempt to offer what | have and buy what | need:
Far sale

Abbrevistions uted in descrigtions:
Togying: B=Block; O=Overail; PaPrephosphored; UaUsiagged (or Untagged stivaga)
Parforations: LaL Parforator; E=Eurskca bull'1 ey

Margin Trar. Margin e -] Plale
Seoll  Decriphion Single Single  Block § Blozk EBloek Blork Block
2168 18 Mach BE 10 5 — 2 25 PRIt
2169 ¢ Lyon BE A 15 —_ 20 25 2301,
2170 3¢ White 8E 1 15 — 20 25 23 30(3
2171 4¢ Flan BE A6 15 — 2% 30 n W
211 44 fln UE 15 0 — 30 35 3 4041
272 5 Mon 0E 15 200 10U 40U — 45U S0Uin
1651 9 Knex OF 13 20m _ ST nr 707 15T}
srPamsdd 56
2176 10g Red BE ;] ¥] —- T 73 75 W
2176 10¢ Red OF 2 ar - 5T €Nur AT 1.00T(1)
2176 10y Aud PE P ] 2 —_ 15 L1 B 5D
2178 15¢ Cody OF 25 S0U - 1.10U 1380 1150 128T ()
2178 15¢ Cody OF .35 ST - 1.207 1.26T 1257 WaNT
1662 208 Trum BL 15 WANT - WANT WANT
1862 704 Trum BE WANT WANT - WANT WANT WANT  180{D
1862 20¢ Trum .35 WANT — WANT WANT WANT 2000
2119 21y Carh BE aa kL] - 11 140 140 156(1)
2182 g Cas BE 5 40 —_ 140 150 1.50 WANT
2182 ¢ Can FE k! A0 - 140 150 150 165(2
2193 250 Lond 8 40 A3 - 1.10 100 180 180
2184 28¢ Sl BE 45 .50 - 180 190 180 20001
2184 13 | kL) 184 190 180 2.00¢51)
1864 305 Lawo GE 45 50 - 205 215 215 250
1864 30¢ Lawb CE 45 5T - 2057 2,157 25T 25
2188 35¢ Ctav PL 40 50 350 225 235 235 2.45(51)
2186  40¢ Chen BE 55 55 100 255 265 265 30010
2168 45¢ Cush OF B0 ey - 275U 2.850 285U WANT
1859 80t Nm OF 70 8aT - 20T 3.30T 43T 40T
2190 52¢ Hum PE 73 30 450 3138 338 135 245(s1)
2181 7S¢ Willk PE 1.00 1.10 550 150 365 365 408101
2194 31 Hopk PE 1.50 188 - 525 - —  730{N)
219 55 Harte BE 600 625 - 2800 — — 2.00{1)
219% HHirePE 6.00 6§25 - 26.00 - -
T wiagged sshage on overnd taoging; Us un gged salvage on overall tagping

Wanted This is new to me, so | don't know how 1o
1844 ¢ OBl set buying prices. | suggest 50% of Scott
1844 "¢ Dix BE price as a buying price, but you may
nmn 52 Muhez PE make me an offer.
an §¢ Muhoz UE ]
T8 104 Red LE On sales, because of the iow prices on
1862 20 Truman 8E this material, | urge you to combine your
1862 20¢ Truman OE purchase with PNCs for free mailing. The
1362 3¢ Traman BL Greal Americans are nol subject to dis-
1294 20t Flag BE shiny counts. All prices are net. On purchases
1894 25t Plaq BL duil i
1863 27 Aoy BL of Great Americans alone, | must charge
1863 22 Awduton BE yeu postage.
?‘55 g: f::g'c‘h'ﬁ I will pay Full Scott on the 20¢ Flags.
g‘g: 33: erclg. 0 All slamps ara guasantssd ganuing and In VF

condition. All stamps may he returned for a
compleie rafund, no guesiions asked. Some
tams may ba In limHad supply. For XF, plaase
add 25%.

*BE? 39¢ Clark BE
“BEd £3¢ Giltresh B
43¢ Chennault PE
45¢ Cushing OF

1868 50e Nimitz L
1869 i%¢ Nimitz BE TERMS: Cash with order, pleass. Ohio purchas-
218 41 Hooling BE oy, plexss add 74 Cuyahoys County sales tar.
2154 $1 Hookins OF

Sorey, | do not accept credil cards.

STEPHEN G. ESRATI

P.0. Box 20130, Shaker Haights, Ghio 44120
Telephone: (216) 561-9393 FAX: (216) 752-50D02
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Average dealers’ prices on E&S stamps
Updated to Aug. 7, 1992

Number PSA PSh Number PS/3 P3/5
11111 $3.07 $3.25 34424 849 $4.495
11112 $3.13 53.25 34426 5491 54.95
12213 $15.37  $16.34 43324 5497 54.08
21112 83.07 $3.25 43325 54.06 5418
21113 $4.78 $4.88 43326 S4.06 $4.28
22112 £3.07 $3.25 43334 5345 53.58
22113 $2.08 33.16 43335 $3.45 §358
32333 $148.75 5150.00 43426 $4.88 s491
33333 85.74 55.98 53335 $4.10 $4.15
33335 3470 3484 54444 $4.33 54.46

54445 $4.33 $4.46

Note 10 this tabie: Prices are taken from dealers’ price lisis and advertite-
ments. P5/3 prices are nomally 20¢ less than PS/S price. but many dealers
do not adwertise them separately.

Prices have not been adjusted for condition as they are for prices in the
TPN Average.

TPN Average

$223.50 5230-77|

5250.00 o

$231.78

320000 & $180.40

115000

5100.00

PN VI
Cataiog H 4 5

TPN VI TRH VI

Price changes of strips in TPN Average

CATALOS  SERIES  FACE PLATE TPNVE4 THIYIE % Change
1871 FAG 8 1 5123 $500.28 -226%
16F3 FLAG 18 3 $E14026 $1.135.81 -118%
20F4 FLAG il 4 $895.56 8821 L%
WE1 FLAG bl 1" $1354 513,88 260%
2K FLAG a 1 $1665 §16.39 -1.58%
k3 FLAG 1] 3 5980 6147 263%
) FLAG e 3 Btack $557 630 13%
AFS FLAG 3 5Pnos 5102 $10.85 633%
291 FLAG b 1 $6.00 .17 -318%
21X WHFLAG 24 1 NEW 576 N
5.013 TRANS 52 3 125 5183 041%
5.2T4P TRANS 52 4 $1670 $16.82 075%
5.4T3F TRANS 58 3 18 1578 2B0%
5.TEF TRANS 58 6 $86.23 [AL] 569%
1412 TRANS 74 2 $1356 $1319 21%
84T3P TRANS &4 3 $636 1331 18.02%
ikt TRAKS 91 1 $1894 $18.19 350%
9316 TRANS 9 6 o L 983%
93187 TRANS a1 & $826 SN 198%
ane TRANS 103 1 3503 $38.01 850%
10.914p TRANS na 4 Y3968 wize £.14%
1776 TRANS 17 § 22N $20.9 5.76%
17T6PR TRANS 11 § 6018 $53.19 1162%
1N TRANS 18 1 410543 $106.83 138%
1873 TRANS 18 3 528 $79.64 579%
18717 TRANS 18 " LE .35 -3.054
POl TRANS 0 1 $19251 $19151 4%
nn TRANS 0 2 5100825 $1,07561 106%
T TRANS 0 7 $15853 $16803 5.99%
w1 TRANS 0 i 3 9165 £30%
T2 TRANS 0 i2 $1231 $12.64 260%
amne  £a8 0 3 $751 $6.88 |43%
TOMAI2 FisH ] 112 §1294 $I1274 161%
wen F b 1mn 8312 §32.15 e
2t CoNS 2 1 2761 23RN 157%
M3 CONS A 3 $13935 $13.79 L40%
2ol GFFICIAL 20 1 b 15 146%
2! CFRGIAL 2 1 g 39028 045%

TPN Average declines this month
as old dealer lists are counted out

The TPN Average, which is made up of the stamps listed in the
able below the graph, went down this month to the ievels at the
start of the year.

But the average is destined for a very sharp ris¢ in the next is-
sue of TPN.

The average is always a laggard becanse not ail dealers adver-
tise their strips of five on a regular basis. Thus, only recent ads
are worked into the data. But once a year, in time for pricing
strips for the PNC Catalog, dealers are asked to send in their
most recent lists,

The regpest was sent out a few days before the current average
was compiled. But some less active dealers are being dropped
from the average bacause their prices are statistically so far be-
low the average as to give the average a discount.

In the November TPN, when we shall have all the latest prices
and will have thrown out prices from inactive deaiers, prices can
be expected (o leap.

You may wonder what this is ail about. Here are a couple of
examples from PNC history.

At one time, in the 1980s, Dennis Chamberlain was the only
dealer 1o publish his prices. His prices. in effect, determned the
price for all others. Then, Vermn Kraus, Al Hagen (H&H), Ed
Denson, Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, and Al Haake came into the pic-
ture, as did M&M Southwest, Bob Dumaine, Dale Enterprises,
and others. But seme of these later got out of the PNC business.

As the prices in the data base became more than a year old,
these dealers’ prices had 1o be taken out to keep the average cur-
rent.

That leaves: A.S. Cibuiskas, Dale Enterprises, Al Haake, D1
Robert Rabinowitz, Stamps 'n’ Swif, Michael Lipson, Michael
Karen, Linn’s Trend of Stamp Prices, Jim Adams, Rasdale Stamp
Co., Red Raider Stamps (“Skip” Mediock), and Craig Selig.
Kim Cuniberti's limited stock is included for items he carmies.

But we have two different kettles of fish in the average. Selig
and Medlock, for example, do not discount, Their prices appear
low, but are acteally statistically in line with those of dealers
who offer discounts for quantity purchases.

This has always been a very subjective decision. How does one
compare a major dealer who advertises heavily in the weeklies,
or a relail dealer who maintains a high-rent store and visits ai-
most all stamp shows, with a homebody who sends out an occa-
sional price list but incurs no overhead? The retail dealer will ob-
ject that the laner’s prices are way too low. The homebody will
complain that if his prices are excluded, the big guys will be able
1o command the price levei for everybody.

But there is a test of all this. If our homebody stops listing any
of the items that are not currently available from wholesalers, we
know he’s just trying to unload his remaining stock below mar-
ket. His prices have to be removed from the average. But if the
homebody is seen to be replenishing his stock, even if his prices
are lower than those of the big guys, it assures us that his prices
wiil eventually reflect what he has to pay, and therefore are legit-
imate for use in the average,

Thus it was with great reluctance that we dropped the prices of
Dennis Chamberlain a few years back. He was still in there
pitching, but he had not been keeping up.

More recently, Ed Denson's long sabbatical to run for affice
and his realization that the retail PNC business was labor-
intensive and costly, led 1o his being dropped from the average,
despite the fact that Denson is still a PNC dealer. [
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Glossary of terms used for PNC FDCs

By Glenn A. Estus

As a member of the American First Day
Cover Society [ recently received the July
1992 issue of First Days, Joumat of the
AFDCS.

Incorporated in that issue was the "New
Members Handbook.” This included a
“Glossary of FIRST DAY COVER Terms.” It
seems to me that perhaps those PNC col-
lectors who are searching for FDCs might
tenefit from a listing of terms frequentiy
found in auction catzlogs. | have listed
only those terms that a PNC FDC caollector
would ordinarily come in contact with.

AFDCS: American First Day Cover Soci-
ety.

All-over cacher: A cachet design thal
covers most of or the entire face (front) of
the envelope as compared 1o one that oc-
cupies just the left side.

Ali-purpose cachet: A cachet with 2 gen-
eral design that can be used for any stamp
subject. ft has no specific theme.

Bullseye: (1) The dial or circular por-
tion of a postmark used by itseif as a can-

cel. (2) Any circular postmark struck di-
rectly on the center of a stamp.

Cachet: Any texmal or graphic design
that has been applied to a cover usually,
but not always, on the left side of the en-
velope. A cachet may be produced by any
means: printed, rubber-stamped, hand-
drawn, etc. A first-day cachet should be
related specificaily to the stamp on the
Ccover.

Ceremony program: The printed pro-
gram usuaily distributed by the Postal
Service or spensoring organization at the

first-day dedicaton of a new stamp.

These are usually collected with the new
stamp affixed and cancelled on the first
day.

Combo: One or more thematically relat-
cd stamps affixed 10 an FDC. Also, combi-
nation cover.

Dual Cancel: Twao related or untrelated
cancelations on a cover, each canceling &
stamp. One or both cancels may be for a
first dav.

EXW; Earliest Known Use. A designation

Q and A on FDC basics

By Glenn A. Estus

What is the difference between

Q hand-colored and hand-painted
FDCs?

These terms are almost synony-

A mous. Both have come o mean

a painted cachet to which color-
ing (painting) has been added.

There are two reasons for a hand-
colored/hand-painted cachet:

« To spice up a monoctonous cachet
printed only in black, such as ArtCraft.

= A cachet maker decides to print the ba-
sic design and then to color the cachet in-
dividually. Usually these type of covers
sell for a small premium over ordinary
PNC FDCs.

Hand-colored/hand-painted should not
be confused with hand-drawn covers,
which are covers with designs that are
completely drawn by hand. Each cover,
therefore, is a unique piece and, some-
times, a very ormate work of art. Such
covers may sell for a great premiom over
ordinary PNCFDCs,

Q What makes PNC FDCs rare?

1 will assume that the questioner
really means “What makes a
PNC FDC valuabje.” There are many PNC

FDCs that are rare but not valuable.

[ have in my collection a number of PNC
FDCs which are also UGOs (uncfficial first-
day covers). Rather than having the stan-
dard “FIRST DAY OF ISSUE" cancellation,
each of these covers was canceled at an-
other city on the day of issue, They are
VETY Tare in comntparison to the number of
FDCs canceled at the official first-day city.
However, the price to buy one, when
available, is not that steep. These are rare
but not valuable.

I can’t think of any PNC FDCs that are
valuable but not rare.

Nonetheless, the answer o this question
goes back to Economics 101: Supply vs.
Demand. When there is a large supply
with Little demand, the price of an item is
less than it would be when there is a small
supply and a large demand.

it would be interesting io know how
artificial the market for PNC FIICs is. How
many PNC FDC ceoliectors are there? Is the
market driven by true supply and demand
or is it driven by auction houses that will
not seil a “scarce” number for less than a
given amount?

Glenn A. Estus, a member of the
PNC Study Group, wriles frequently
on OGlympic philately and FDCs. He
said he intends to write more often for

TPN.

for the earliest identified postmark on a
stamp for which a first day of issued was
not designated,

Favor Cancel: A postal marking applied
to a cover as a favor to an individual and
nct available to the public at large.

FD: First day

FbC: First Day Cover

FDOL: First Day of Issue

IFiller: A stiff piece of paper, cardboard,
or plastic, slightly smailer than the cover
in which it is placed. It provides neces-
sary stiffness for a clearer canceliation. It
also protecis the cover from bending
when il travels through the mail stream.
Fillers, also termed stuffers, occasionaily
are 1mprinted with an advertising message
or information pertaining to the stamp or
cachet on the cover.

Hand Cancel (HC): A canceler that is ap-
plied to stamp individually and by hand.
May be manufactured of plastic or Tubber
and is similar 1o a rubber-stamp.

ITand-drawn (H/D): A cachet applied to a
cover by hand with pen, pencil. brush,
chalk, or other art media. Each cacher is
made individually and is an original.

Hand-made (E/M): A cachet applied to a
cover by hand by adding seals, paste-ups,
collage or similar materiais. Each cachet
is made individually and is an original.

Hand-painted (H/P) or Hand-colored (H/
C): A printed, hand-drawn or hand-made
cachet 1o which hand-painting or hand-
colaring has been added.

OE: An abbreviation indicating that the
cover has been opened al the end or side.

OT: An abbreviation indicating that the
cover has been opened at the top.

Predate: A cover with a stamp canceled
earlier than the officially designated first
day of sale. Predates usually are created
when stamps are sold prior to the official
release date.

Slogan cancel: A cancelation with a
message incorporated, such as “Mail Ear-
ly Before Christmnas™ or “Fight Tubercn-
losis.”

UA: Unaddressed. A cover that does not
have an address.

Unofficial FDC(UO): An FDC canceled
with other than the FDOI slogan cancel on
the first day. Unofficial may be serviced
in the city of issue or another location, but
must have the correct 1ssue date.

{The above definitions arc used by permission of
the AFDCS.)

Information about membership in the Amedcan
First Day Cover Society is avaiable from Monte Ei-
serman, 14359 Chadboume, Houston TX 77070,
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More than you care to know about the Honeybee

These charts are printed only for the
record. They don’t mean a thing!

‘When printing began on the Honeybee,
offset plates measuring 18>25 were used
on the Opitiforma press and the five offset
colors (black. cyan, magenta, PMS yellow,
process yellow) were printed.

The printed roils were then fed onto the
C intaglio press for the intaglio black, It

was g nightmare of Tegistration.

The plate numbers (off the inmglio
sleeve) shot up inwo the black ofset
frame. A BEP printer cut down the “1"s, a
process we have called runcating.

We believe that this first press run,
which produced the untruncated 1, was
the one that went to press on April 14,
1588. But we honestly do not know.

A. Optiforma plates, 18 rows wide

COLDR SUFFIX PLATE ASSIGNED TO PRESS CANCELED IMPRESS. NOTES
Black 01 176944-1 04/05/88

Black 02 179979-2 04/11/88 04M4/88 11/15/88 110,000
Black 03 180130-3 05/03/88 05/05/88 11/15/88 802,770
Black 04 180311-4 05/31/88 06/06/38 10/18/88 17,950
Black 05 180322-5 CEAN /88 05/08/88 10/18/83 232,260
Black 08 1BQ361-6 0eMA/es 05A10/88 10/18/28 511,090
Black 07 1BO362-7 06/09/88 0613/88 10/18/88 1,113,570
Black 08 180393-8 0614788 06/20/88 11/15/88 278,970
Black 08 180393-8 0718/88 2d press date
Black 09 1B0394-9 Q6M4/88 07/20/8 06722/9 461,880
Black 10 180440-10 Q621/88 10/21/88 06/22/89 NONE
Cyan 01 1799431 04/05/88

Cyan 02 179978-2 Q411788 D4/14/88 11/15/88 110.00¢
Cyan 03 180126-3 Qs/%88 0505/88 11/15/88 202.770
Cyan 04 180307-4 05/31/88 DS/ME/B8 10/18/88 1,598,710
Cyan 05 180318-5 06/01/88 05/17/88 10/18/88 235.870
Cyan 06 180388-6 06/t4/28 10/21/88 06/22/89 NONE
Cyan 07 1804387 06/20/88 06/24/88 06/22/89 52.610
Cyan 08 180568-8 07711/88 07/18/88 DE/22/89 560,920
Magenta 01 1799401 Q4/05/58

Magenta 02 179975-2 04A11/88 04/14/88 11/15/88 110,000
Magenta 03 1801273 . 05/03/88 05/5/88 11/15/88 202,770
Magenta 04 180308-4 05/31/88 D6AE/BA 10/18/88 1.518.710
Magenta 05 180319-5 06/01/88 06/17/88 00801 560,420
Magenta 05 180318-5 07/18/88 2d pregs date
Magenta 06 180390-5 06/14/88 1021788 06/22/89 NONE
FMS Yeilow 01 1789421 04/05/58

FMS Yellow 02 179877-2 04r41/88 D4/14/88 11/15/88 110,000
FMS Yellow 03 180128-3 05/03/88 D5A0STER 1171588 802,770
FPMS Yellow 04 180310-4 05/31/88 DBA6/ER 1071883 1,136,590
PMS Yellow 05 180321-5 06/01/88 D6/15/88 101 BAS 758,110
PM5 Yellow 06 180392-5 06/14/88 06/21/88 11/15/88 459,020
PMS Yellow 07 180428-7 06/20/88 07/11/88 0622489 NONE
PMS Yellow 08 180446-3 06/22/88 10/21/88 06/722/89 NONE
Pro. Yellow 01 1793411 04/05/88

Pro. Yellow 02 179976-2 04/11/88 D4/14/88 11/15/88 110.000
Pro. Yellow 03 180128-3 05/03/88 05/05/88 11/15/88 802,770
Pro. Yellow 04 180308-4 05731/88 DEAE/BR 10/18/88 1,874,870
Pro. Yellow 05 180320-5 06/01/88 DE/20/88 06/22/89 1,092,550
Pro. Yellow 05 180320-5 07/18/38 2d press date
Pro. Yellow 06 1803M-5 06/14/88 1021788 06/22/89 NONE

The Aprii 14 press run produced 110,000
impressions. But because offset plales
measuring 1825 were used in conjunc-
tion with inwmglio plates that measured
18«48, the plate number moved in rela-
tion to the offset plate. We know this from
the seam lines—which moved across the
roll—and from offset variaties thal appear
on every 25th stamp.

What this means is thar each impression
of the 18x25 offset plate produced 450
stamps for a total of 4.95 million stamps.

The intaglio plate, however, was (8«48
and placed a plate number on every 48th
stamp. That means only 1,031,250 Honey-
bees with an untruncated 1 could have
been printed.

Chances are, however, that the stamp is
considerably rarer than that, since so few
of these stamps have been found, and all
in rolls of 3,000.

It is quite possible that many of the
stamps from this run were scrapped.

After the repair, printing sull did not go
smoothiy, and BEP started experimenting
with other technigues.

First it changed the size of the Optifor-
ma plate from 18x25 to 18x24 to maich
the size of the C Press plate,

Cur charts show stamps printed from
these press tuns onder the letter B. But
our data are not certain. In many instanc-
es BEP reported different sizes for the Op-
tiforma piates at different points in the
production. We cannot, therefore, be cer-
tain if the B Group of Optiforma plates
are what we say they are,

That alsa means we cannot calculate
production lotals,

But we can make an educated guess on
some of these numbers because we do
have the impression totals for the intaglio
plales (although we worried for a long

Please turn to Page 96

8. Optiforma piates, 20 rows wide
Black 01 $80537-1 Q70484

07/11/88 1115728

506970 Assigned as 500; canceled as 450

Black 03 180834-3 07/25/88 08/01/88 1141583 1,615,829 Asslgned as 500: Tc press as 450

8lack 05 1806715 08/02/88 08/08/88 11/15/88 00,589 Assigned 23 500; To press as 450: canceled as 450
Black 06 180702-6 08/04/88 0a/MTMm8 11/15/88 650,980 Assigned as 500; To prass as 450

Black 07 130784-7 08/17/88 08248 6/22/89 550,900 Assigned zs 500; To press as 450

Cyan 01 180533-1 07/08/88 07/11/88 11/15/88 508.970 Assigned as 500; canceled as 450

Cyan 02 180630- 072588 0802/m88 11/15/88 97528 Assigned as 500: To press as 450

Cyan 04 180664-4 082788 080388 11715738 859,381 Assigned as 500; To press as 450; canceied 2% 450
Cyan 05 180668-5 08/02/88 08/10/88 11/15/88 398,780

Cyan 06 130683-6 08/04/88 09M9/B8 62289 43,450

Cyan 07 180755-7 08/11/88 08/15/88 1115738 139,130 Assigned as 500; To press 25 430; canceled a5 450
Gyan 03 150783-8 08/16/88 08/18/88 6/22/29 962010 Assigned as 500; To press as 450

Magenta 01 1805341 01/08/08 Q7111/88 6/22/89 740,800

Magenta 03 180631-3 07/25/88 D8X5/88 11/15/38 NONE Assigned as 500; To press as 450

Magenta 04 180665-4 08/02/88 0R/05/88 1115728 1,861,780 Assigned as 500; canceled as 450

Magenta 05 13066S-5 08/02/88 08/15/83 6/22/89 1,261,780 Assigned as 500; To press as 450

PMS Yellow 01 180536-1 07/08/88 07111/88 11A15/88 278,940 Assignad as 500; cancaled as 450

PMS Yellow 02 180541-2 o708/88 SHaB8 620089 1,693,720

PMS5 Yellow 03 180633-3 07/28m8 08N15/88 6722739 1,028,700 Assigned as 500; To press as 450

Pro. Yellow 01 1805351 07/08/88 0711783 11A5/88 278980 Assigned as 500; canceiec as 459

Pro. Yellow 03 130632-3 07/26/88 07/26/88 8122739 1.682.720

Pre. Yellow 05 130670-5 08/02/88 08N5M8 6/22/89 B50.900 Assigned as 500; To press as 450

Assigned as 500; To prass ag 450; canceled as Plate 9 in 450
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Offsel plates never used C. D Press offest plates, 18 rows wide
COLOR  SUFFIK PLATE ASSIGNED  TO PRESS CAMCELED IMPRESS. NOTES
Optiforma Press, (8 rowa Black 01 1807541 OSA12BE 0972188 0301 36,000
Color  Plate  Assigned  Cancelvs Black @ 1807582 OBM28  09/22/88 110179 48,000
Black 18110841 102088  05/22/80 Brack 01 1809343 052383 0972389 110189 527.000
Gyan  180594-9 077858 06722780 Black 04 180935-4 92388 032838 03! 116,000
Cyan  1S111G-10 1020788  05R22/89 Black 07 1809587 0929E8 0972038 03CL/" 406,000
Magenta 1804377 0620BB  05/22/89 Cyan 01 180750-1 0INZEE  0921/38 0OAL/! 1,247,000
Magenta 130569- O7/11/88  05/22/89 Magenta 01 1807811 CAM2A8 09721738 QOGN 1.247.000
PMS Yefow 180570-9  O7/188  DB/22/89 PMS Yelow 01 1807631 (81288 09/21/83 0OASAY 826,000
Pro. Yeflow 1304369 052388  03ALY" OMS Yelow 03 1809333 (92483 092988 111189 287.000
Pro.Velow 01 180782-1 087288  09/21/88 DOAEMAN 761,000
Optitorma Press, 20 aws Pro Yelow 02 1807672 0812788
g:ﬂ 123:;_2!3 gma.'sa 3&5&;; Pro. Yatiow 03 180932-3 1972388 09/26788 11/1/89 478.000 Assigned as
B12/88 1809333
o s Duzmmp  Oeaamg D. O Press oﬂastnlatas 20 rows wida
saes  ohome Do Black 1810781 107488 1019/88 110189 226,000
o aeer Jrmems  Datam Black % 180632 07438 1022/88 110189 704,500
Ay oo S Black 03 181125-3 102238 111291 0M08A1 60000
ol G Black 04 181127-4 102278 11/12/88 1101789 160,000
Magesta 120776 0822788 0622/83 Bk % 1812z WAL 1n3es foie NONE To Press cenied ar
Magenta  180798-7  08/22/88 06/22/88 canceiation
TS vatow 1307098 oime  Duaum Black 07 1812657 12188 054180 0A0BA1 £9,000
S e Noeys  Jueoms  Goaoved Black 05 182412-9 0327789 003189 030841 56,000
e Noiys  Jolamd  coaufms Black 10 15244010 032880  0X3US) 0LOBAI 705,000
pro. valow 105402 Black 12 13245312 0MAIAY  DH06R9 10/14785 1325500
fo. Yellow oBnef/E 062289 Black 13 182483-13 04005089 0407589 10/14489 172000
D Press. 18 rows Black 14 13248414 OA0S/B9  DAOA/BR 10719/89 175,000
B s 08 ounet Black 15 18252615 0408589 040889 0308/91 NONE
s lauere ovenn  umeAt Black 16 182642-16 042553  O5/01/89 03081 173,000
e o S Black 18 18267218 D42TRI  DA/Z8/9 10/14/89 245,000
s S S Black 19 182678-19  D427RY 042309 107489 225,000
e s M Black 21 18270121 05189 OS/01R 03081 245,000
Back . 22 12727 0SG0AS OS/10M9 O30S 12,000
Magenta 180765-2 OBNZ/M8  10/14/89 ac T B e
m:::::: oy Ty Cyan a1 1810721 10714588 10/19/88 117089 1,125,500
PMS Yelow 1807682 08/12/83 011 4/89 Cyan €3 1811213 10/22/88 10/24/91 030831 422500 Earlier report gave
later date 1o press
PMS Yelow 180944-4 09248  03/08/9)
Cyan 06 1812646 112188 0S/11/85 0081 60,000
Pro. Yetow 1808434 092483 03081 Cyan 07 1824037 0IZIAI 43S 101438 408,500
0 Press. 20 rows o 11 18267411 04279 04289 10A4/E9 312,000
' an 13 182703-13 050129
B eianay A Combat Magenta 01 1810755 10148 1079ES 0308M1 595,000
Bk 18817 oioegs  eovenl Magerta 02 181030-2 01488 1072568 1101789 176,500
Bak  1mE9120 DUTEES  oanmel Magenta 03 1811223 102288 1072688 1110789 224,000
Bak  Im8l1od Onergs omaoe Magera 04 1811404 102588 11/0M88 062289 107,500
Gan 1810792 1oness  1ioes Magenta 05 1811696 NDIB 09 1014789 452500
Cyan 181218.4 1144788 o308/ Magenta 06 181170-6 11/01/88 11/12/88 0308/ 1,284,000 To prass as Piate 1
Gan  1B122D5 111483 Sonee Magars 09 1824049 CTBY  C403H 104480 208500
g agenta 12 182670-12 a7
g;’: e P At Maganta 13 18267513 C4R7TAD  05A1/89 QOASAI 69,000
Cyas  1E266810 CARTA9 CIMBGY Magania \7 igesor7 o CERAES
P gt B PMS Yelow 01 181077-1 101488 1011988 03081 229,000
Cyan +83810-15 05411789 10f14/89 PMS Yellow 02 181082-2 1014/88 10/22/88 1120189 704,500
Al K S e PMS Velow 03 1811243 1072188 1010288 03081 121,000
Maomn  18liees tiions o PUS Yolow 04 11264 25 1108wt 1,257,000
Yelow 04 1811264 112
e B oo noum PMSYelow 05 1812225 111438 0511/ 030891 60,000
Maenia 16578615 Oinome  lomeey PMS Velow 0B 181456-6 121688 0426788 0ABA 75,000 Assigned as 480:
cancaled as 432
P A i S PMSyelow 10 18257210 Q2789  D4R27S 101488 627,000
PMS yelow 1820067 03ZES  InomEs PMSYelow 13 18278013 050939  05/10M9 030BA! 12,000
PMS elow 1820118 Oyorms 118 Pro.Yelow 01 1810761 1014588 1019588 11701485 353,000
PM ralow 1630900 ooaey  iones Pro.Yelow 02 1810817 107488 10/22/88 03/0B) 255,000
- Pro. Yalow 03 1811233 1022588 10/24/%88 03/3A1 1673500
PMS yelow 182577-11 OA27/89  10A4/80 .
PMS Yabow 182781.14 0570929 10H9/80 Pro. Yeilow 05 181141-6 10/26/38 NA 0622789 Efam r:;l;\;alnlsat;l;
PMS Yellow 18279515 0SA039 104489 ‘
press
BMS velow 1e0t0g 17 cEM1ED  Goat Pro.Yelow 06 1814556 121G/ 0426/%89 10M4A9 75000 Asareg a5 430
i Cance| a8
bro Yol 10000 Tomems o Pro.yeiow 10 18257110 O¢RTD  D427AD 1CM4M9 §27,000
Pro.yelow VB0 001G Siees Pro.¥elow 12 15288912 0428/9  05/11/89 020BMN 59,000
' Pro.Yelow 14 16280814  0SA1B9
Pro.yelow 182410-8 032789  11M1/89
Pro. yellow 182438-0  (03/28/39 03/08/91
Pro.yellow 182578-11 042789  10/4/89
Pro. Yellow 18270613 OSAL/B9 10A4/80
£. Intaglio plates, tha only onas that count
PLATE ASBIGNED PRESS  SUBJ. TOPAESS  CANCELED  IMPRESS. Max. PNCa NOTES
180074-1 04/14/88 c 864 0S¥  05R1B3  D085TES 55,543,842 € Prass {Subiects flom George Amick)
180527-2  (7ioema D 40 072088 (SRSAY 304472 50,894 240 0 Prass
1809353 00/23m8 0 42 092988 110188 NA. KA. Printing total not avaitable
1824794 O44m9 D 430 A w2 0 0 D Press 20 rows
1827315 05/ 03/89 D 430 Never ®r0e 0 0 D Press 20 rows
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More than you care to know about the Honeybee

Continued from Page 04
time about Plate 3, which BEP reporied sending to press).

We had heped, originally, to be able to figure out exact totals
for each plate number by adding up totals from the various off-
set plates. That, however, seems a useiess endeavor in view of
the poor statistics we have been given.

On Plate 1, the maximum number of PNCs that could exist, in-
cluding a huge amount of printer’s waste, is 55,543,242. If we sub-
tract the 1,031,250 maximum PNCs of the untruncated 1, that gives
us & maximem of 54,512,592 PNCs with truncated 1s.

On Plate 2, where wasle is believed to have been less, the max-
imum PNC figure comes to 60,894,240,

So if this information is of no importance, why are we running
it? Surely TPN has better things to fill up its space with. But we
promised you that we would print everything there is 10 know
aboul PNCs.

We do know that we do not have o worry about any Heney-
bees wrning up with the plate namber 3. Although BEP did not
know how many stamps were printed from this plate, Ken Law-
rence determined that the plate was unusable because of a low
spol and that no stamps were ever printed from it

We shall continue to publish any BEP reporis about Honeybees
that may still be missing from our charts, but we will not run the
charts again. The additions will run as part of our regular BEP re-
poris.

But a few things need to be said about this horrible printing ex-
periment, which resulted from bullheadedness at the Postal Ser-
vice to print stamps by offset because they're “prettier.”

The first attempt to combine offset lithography with intaglio

BUYING ERRORS |

Imperfarates Perf Shifts
Missing Colors
Offsets Color Shifts
Miscuts, etc.

| Older Issues » Recent Issues » New Finds
(215) 728-7836
MONTCLAIR STAMP CO.

P.0. Box 38, Cheltenham, PA 19012
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engraving was on lhe 1984 Smokey the Bear stamp. Like the
Honeybee, it was a disaster. There was a [ot of waste and the reg-
istration problems were ghastly.

Apparently the 1985 Ameripex single was more successful,
and later attempis to use the twe printing methods appeared to
waork better.

But what the Posial Service gurus did not realize was the
difficuity of printing a definitive stamp in the hundreds of mil-
lions by using the two methods together.

The D Press, which eventually saw service on the Plate 2 Hon-
eybee, was in service when printing of the Honeybee began, but
it was in use on other production. In effect, then, what BEP did
was 1o do the best it could—and it wasn't quite good enough.
That's why it printed the exclusive card which it gave to its em-
ployees. The card showed employees struggling to hold the hon-
eybee on the stamp as others stood by, cheering.

It is altogether possible that the feud between BEP and the Post-
al Service could be traced 1o the difficulties BEP encountered
with the Honeybee. (J

17T1.,2 show no trace of tagging

As repented in “Update” in the July issue of 7PN, Plates | and 2 of
thz 17¢ Electric Auto exast untagged.

Several copies have now been examined by 7PN, The stamps were
dead under short-wave UV and
showed no sign of any taggant. All
were on Type | paper.

All copies werc printed high,
with the “E"” of “Electric” just a
hair under the top edge.

One collector noted that some flecks of taggant couid be seen on the
gum side, but this is probably duc to the fact that these samps had
been stored together with tagged stamps for almost 10 years.

Copies thal have recently besn sold were priced at about $100 a
strip.

TAGGING

* %k ok

Another word about the weird 17¢ Autos from Plates 3 and 4 that
appear aimost untagped.

The stamps exdubit what looks aimost like stars (the tagging dols
across all five stamps in the stip), with the rest untagged. There is a
heavier accumulation of taggant on the left stamp (3L) with a mice
vertical cutoff at its right. The untagged area looks like an upside-
down tagging break in that there is also a horizontally untagged arca
at the bottoms of L and 2L.

We have been calling these stamps examples of 31 tagging breaks.

* ok

All stamps up 1o the face value of 10 cents have been left untagged
intentionally since spring 1992. The new policy was not announced. It
became apparent when the 10¢ value of the Columbian souvenir
sheets was left untagped. The printer of those sheets, American Bank
Note Co., said ABN had been ordered to leave that value untagged.

Wayne Youngblood of the PNC Study Group was 1old that it was
likely that the 10¢ Canal Boal may also exist untagged. He confirmed
the intentional printing of untagged 10¢ Red Cloud stamps in the
Great American Series, making four varieties of that stamp: block
tagged, overall tagged, prephosphored, and untagged.

Curiously, one day after Youngblood reported confirmation of an un-
tagged 10¢ Red Cloud, a spokesperson for BEP said the Red Clouds
had last been printed on prephosphored LP-713 paper. Told that Young-
blood had been told ctherwise, she said she wouid check.

When she did call back, she returned to the original story: That the
Red Cloud had been printed on prephosphored paper and that if an un-
tapgged stamps had been found, it had to be from an untagged roll ermo-
neously put on the press. []
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P Ps3 1] P ps3 PSS (LI -
Pl 0 & | 213% 1UPC1 2 .. 280 27S aou | 18% 20¢ Flagb.. 000 9500
% 1200 130 140 | 21320 12¢BPress PG 1 20 BO M40 | 59101214, i 4m
ﬁ . ) 50 20| 2133 1254 Pusheart 1,2 25 24 15 | 8. 54 580
4 252 wlagnes 2.. 100 135 19 { 2133 PC1,2._.... 10 400 450 | 16058 20EPC 14 5000 6000
1asm\ 7t Lo 3, 4,8, 3% &0 TR | 2258 13¢ Patral Wagan 25 30 325 | 0135206 Official 1 ... WS S0
80 55 1.00 | 2259 132¢ CoalCar 1, b Y 325 | 2283 0eCabieCart,2 1% A
2225 3eis B Press B 5 1.00 | 2134 14¢ keboat 1.2,3,4. 140 240 250 | 22630 Overail tagged 2. % 30
1898 3¢ Handear 1, 2, 55 80 100 | 21340 BPmss2.. ... 280 340 450 | 7254 205¢ Fire Engine 1 3% An
2252 34 Consstoga 1 80 49 100 | 2260 15¢ Tugboat 1, 250 280 300 | 2265 214 Rail Car, % IB
2123 3.4¢ Sehol Bus 1, 0 100 1.5 | 22602 Overail egget 2., 150 380 400 | 2150 211611110 300 115
A% 14 PC1 2, 600 B50 7.00 | 2261 16.7¢ Pooeorn 1,2 400 44 473 149121 CWs a4
1808A 4¢ Coach 1, 2 3 1.25 1.7 180 | 1906 1eAutn 1,2,3,4.5 180 310 340 | 21502 21, upcmm it 385 385
1300AR 4p PC 3.4 1% 480 5001 6. 0 175 1800 | 3115 22g Flag 1, ‘ 1450
56.. 500 750 iInl 7. 490 800 550 | Ty 120
3 AFEPress 1. 1M 120 125 | 1006 1T¢ PCTyne A 2435 190 s 550 700
2098 cverai tagged | 1600 1650 1700 | Type A& 7. 0 1250 1300 2600
2451 4¢ Carriage 1 100 120 15 Type AB 5. 7 PS10 only .. — — 1400
24312 same, untagged MW 2% 250 | TymB34 02 8% 2N 410
2124 4.9p Buckbxer 3, 4 1M 105 18 | TyeBS56. 000 @350 1409 830
¥ 1242 PCY1 23,4586, 140 150 1.80 TypeBAS 6 — 3900 2112'm it ‘Eiqle 1 5‘"]
# 1899 5¢ Meyele 1,7, 55 145 155§ TyeC1,2 950 9B W25 | By3g 2 D Bl B0 5000
% 2259 5¢ MilkWagun 1 1 110 15[ TyeC34 0o 05 00 | ouey Fag) yogh Wagon 3, 15 37§
¥, 2452 5¢ Circus Wagon 1. 160 110 1.8 TyeeC5, 7. a0 200 2300 | neqr Bt Flag AN 212, ‘97 3% 375
% Mavrage .. i 18 17| 2135 7 Degemz as 3w g | ST s
7 2 5¢ Canae 1, 2.. 1m 110 1% | 2262 1754 Racer 1. o 350 400 | oot (SR AT 1w i
2454 gravured S1 160 165 175 | 2268 115 PCH i 3sh 100 | 2ece 241 Tangern A
? 1900 5.2¢ Sleigh 1,2. 385 700 1600 | 1907 18¢ Suney G100 000 o500 y i i
2126 25¢ Hread Wagon
g 13500 15500 1O 765 400 450 Ti14 565 280
% 19002 FC1.23.4.5 noe 1300 1400 BO O BN 5 B 3%
4 Z5S 15 10 1 A0 B0 4500 | o
25 2090 25¢ Yosemit:
4 156 165 1.5 30 50 180 ) Sp AT 10 8w
4 W s 260 310131417, 630 700 00 | pEEh L T
g 260 280 300 | 1891 8¢ Flmg 1. D0 000 4000 | e S wot 1150
30 410 C I V50 240 4500 xkd. : ;
% \an Phos1.. a0 4950
. ‘ 2@y 1 WU 3201000 Phos 2.3, 711,131 Y.
? P W | ¢ BM 6 1000 o2 4
2% 18| 5 A 4 5230 | FPhes51 600 700
A% | s WANT  wWANT 270000 | Phes6. 1400 1500
87 7. 900 255 2000 | 227°F Eacth 475 490
270 | 2149 18¢ Wash 1112 B E Y 30 | 22 50 5%
270 | 21434, 18¢ PC 33333 & ol . a0 430 5 | 1. i
I PCINN, 3. 55 615 550 | 228125¢ Honeyoee 1, s
11,00 | 2529 19¢ Bont A4 1Y 10.00 1075 050 IG_ng,qu sl . . 50
I AN N2 R 5 I 450 | 518°F [29¢) Tulip
265 | 1508 20¢ Pumper | 630 350 17000 11122, 222 3 40a
7.00 b 6000 97500 ] 3850
25 350 550 2 .- 8.350
15 205 340 | 252529¢ Flower STH0, 222280 . 350 400
800 144.00 140,00 SRR [Perf ). 400 45
400 1540 2300 | 255 29¢ M. Fushom
300 550 900 1,8345620. 400
&0 8260 85.00 SonLem Paper 8400
300 750 000 7 Toleds hrawn 15000
’ %] 50 A0 875
700 [T Y W 400
15.00 1000 1200 | 2698 25¢ White Howss
41.00 350 150 1,2.3,4567. %0
z?g% 8500 80000 | 246851 Seaplane... .. 500 B0
ﬂ' 30 STAMPS 'N’' STUFF WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD
é “,g‘g We will attempt to meet any major dealer's advertised current prices)
}g TERMS: Payment with order. Prices subject to change without notice. U_S. postage
taken in trade at 100%. Single plate number coils availabie at pair price minus one
150 ¢ Stamp. Average coils available on battar items. Please send for list.
CONDITION: Fine-Very Fine, Never hinged. If you require XF, add 35% to list.

2 190511¢ Caboose |
£ 1905z Caboose PC1..
# NEW wntaqqed 2.

2132 12¢ Steamer 1,2

REELREELSMEN3=S

o i BB R B

V54
PR

2700 University, Suite 204,
W. Des Moines, |1A 50265

STANIPS 'N’' STUFF

Jerry & Barh Koepp (515) 224«1737
Phone Orders Call TOLL FREE:

1-800-899-5964
FAX: (515) 278-2158
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AUCTION

Jue R, Lans, Fhilstelist, P. 0. Dex 31011, lousiea, Tenss 77035

(H3) TH-39T%
Spectacutar Mail Salet With the of PNC coll and the cxpension of PNC prices thix should be 2
gond time 1o gt 10MmE pond bargsings. Al orders mum bave y, inciuding postate and insursnce oefore ki can

be sent. |1 not satislicd any lot can be returned with o full scfund.  The following abbrevistions sre ARI Arisincrat,
ARM Anmaster, ARC Ancran, BAZ Bazsar, COL Colesasa, FL'W Fleetwond, 11F Famam. KMC KMC, GILL
Gilleralt, Position of number or pair or srips, R Pr wich # am right stamw. JL number on far ieft in srigs of J or

larger. C/N cancelimion cover sumoer. 07 OSTNG DATE FOR SALE: SEPT. 30, 1992

IR 2230 GILL iBL 20.00 o8 26 FLW

1200 172 EAGLE GAMM 32133 S 1200.00

Lol # Neotts Cachet PLB IS Est, lat & Scoits Unches FLI PS Eal Lat § BScelts Lached FLA PN Est.
1 1891 ARC | 3 15000 3 000 i34 1997 FLW & 3 150.00
1 1391 ARM ! 1 500 ;2 ::: g : 4 000 155 1987 COL 12 Z §50.00
] 1391 ARM 1 1 7500 T NN LW ! 1 1500 1% 17T AW 9 2 40000
4 391 COL 5R6 21 10000 1 1177 GAMM 1 s 10.00 157 1908 ARl [} } 1500
$ 1891 COL SR 2 15000 10 2ITIA OAMM | s 1000 150 1908 ARC ITA 4 25000
6 1891 FLW 1m 2 1500 it 1137 COL Combe3 2000 159 1908 GILL 3 z 400
7P 1891 HUNT 1 5 1000.00 12 I12IA KMC | 5 1000 160 198 ARM 2 2 4000

H.P F31 2117 “F Combo 4 ]om ‘ 161 1998 ARC s 2 s0.00
I I895 ARC I 1 Moo 84 902 EAGRRE 2 40.00 . i62 21%0 FLW (1100 2 1500
9 IB9% FLW 2R 2 15000 85 19 GIL ! 10.00 ! 16} 2112 AW 2 2 2o
10 1895 ARC ) } 3000 8§ 53 ARC | 10.00 (164 2112 ARM | } o
M s CoL IR 2 2000 $7 119 GnL | 12.00 165 0138 COL 1 Z woo
lz !llST HF T1 3 20.00 i m’ GAW 1 15.00 166 G138 ARC ] 3 40.00
13 ST ARC T1 3 20.00 19 T ARI i 12.00 167 0139 ARC ) 2 2000
4 2TIST KMC T1 3 12000 90 2178 KMC 2 15.00 168 2281 KM 1 3} 1500
WS Bisck Test Coil 5t 2113 COL 2 15.00 169 1279 PUGH ) 3 5000
15 ISTIATM TiI 20.00 7 16 oL | 15.00 ET3 1518 GAMM 3 S5 100.00
16 280 KMC | 20.00 91 1% EMC 1} 20.00 # One Cover
17 1280 KMC 2 000 o4 1% GIL 1 20.00 171 EAGLE GAMM 311313 15000
H
ombo

19 2250 GAMM IBL 000 '3 EAGLE GAMM

3300 95 2179 cCOL C

I RPN ST R WETRY AT R
ot e LA A LA LA LA R R W e e G WA L e L el WA e A e e

B3

100.00

0 21280 GAMM 3IBL 75.00 97 %0 QL t 15,00 174 EAGLE GAMM 131315 12500
21 2280 ARM  4DL 2500 9y 1503 GILL 2 15.00 3 )
12 180 ARC  6PH £0.00 % 1903 FLW 2 15.00 e
13 Z130  GAMM &P 000 g0 1903 ARC ) 12.00
24 1280 XMC  SPH 3000 o1 57 GARIX | 20.00
25 2280 HF 1] 00 10 15T HF } 15.00
26 180 ARC  9BL 5000 g3 15?7 ARC | 12.00 . :
&PH 104 2457 ¥MC | 20.60 175 174 177

7T 1891 COL  f 3 1200 (g3 2457 GAMM i 15.00
27A 1897 €OL 2 1 1500 5y g1 CCL | 2000 .
! 212 COL 1 1 1500 107 2130 RED 1 15.00 173 I'WF USED b VFXF 600
29 1223 GAMM 3} 2 1000 GRL 176 189} USED & REPAIR 2.00»
0 IB9TAARC 3 3 1200 o3 13130 mED 2z 3 1000 I77 9 USED 6 SIBE 200,
31 189TAFLW 4 2 1200 09 2130 RED 2z 3 1200 cut
33 19TACOL 4 1 1500 110 194 COL 2 ! 2000 178 1M USED VF1 3 1300
33 2226 KMC 14 Jea 2000 1)p 1908 ARC 2 2 2000 17 189 USED XFT 3 1500
M 1226 COL ) 3 1500 312 1905 ARM I 3 1500 180 I39S USED XF4 1 1500
IS % HF 1-:2 Jes 2000 143 908 COL ! 2 500 181 1595 USED XFé 3 70.00
15 2226 GARIK 1-3 Jea 2500 114 2131 ARM 4 3 1200 152 1593A USED XFI43 40.00
g: ig; gmuxl $ 2500 315 2332 ARC 2 3 1200 13 21S USED XFI13 800

MC | i 000 184 1906 USED SF6 3 1500
w oz o 13 we 5 B0 - s 185 I1904A USED VF3 | 4000
40 2113 COL 2z 3 500 o SO aae ) 7 1200 It (904 USED VFI I 000
4213 GRL 13 1500 o Sl oW 1 1000 187 1904 USED XF2 2 1000
42 2228 GAMM | 2 1000 o0 Sy amm 7 3 1200 18R (904A USED XFI 5  40.00
Al mE GILL 3 3 2000 o0 p camM S 1200 19  1908A USED XF2 § 4000
M7 KMC 4 4 2000 5 Sl acpg ) 5 1500 190 158 USED VFi 1 10.00
4 onm oA ) 3 B0 5y ng ARC M 3 IS0 191 1508 USED VF? 1 6000
4 220 ARM 14 2035000 |00 o guc 10 lea 2000 - 191 1908 USED VFE 3 6000
47 451 KMC 1 5 1500 3, Tong AmM | 1 1000 199 1908 USED XFI23 1000
42451 GAMM | 3 1200 0 L aam 2 3 1200 194 1908 USED XFI43 1000
49 15 BAZ Y 4 1300 o0 Jo0 pue A3 1600 19% 2008 USED VF3 3 10000
0 225) FLW 12 1200 o0 oo pw s 2 10000 19% $.10 EAGLE 323315 180.00
51 25 COL 2 4 100 0 o chl 3 3 1100 197 2230 MINT IPHOS 3D ¥&
512253 GAMM 2 4 1800 o o Wll 1 ) 1500 198 2518 MINT 1211 S 3000
$3 253 KMC 13 00 0 pl ent p 8 1400 199 1318 SEA 1218 5 15000
$4 253 GILL t 31200 0 e gMme 3 1500 200 1393 MINT XF4 § §00.00
53253 AMC 15 1200 o0 Beo Wil 3 500
56 2452 COL | 1 1300 134 188 ARC 1 S 15.00 If you don't ses what you want kers § have
ST 51 KMC {4 1300 |35 264 KMC 1 5 2000 & verylerme wock of PNC COVERS aad
52 B4 KMC 1 3 1500 136 64 KMC 3 5 2000 uul.ull meor send me your "want list
59 234) CGAMM I 5 2000 37 2266 KMC ! 3 1500 sad prico you want t pay.
60 2541 KMC SIt 4 20.00 138 1266 GiLL | s 2000 JOE R. LANE
51 1900 FLW 1 2 2500 (0 i AW | 2 1200 .
62 1900 FLW 2 2 2500 q4p0 313 ARM } 3 1500 =~ SMENERZIOEA
63 1900 FLW -2 Jes 35.00 141 2468 KMC 13 2000 - pimeew i
64 1900 GAMM 2 4 2500 142 2468 GAMM | 3} 00w T
65 1900 COL 2 4 2500 qqy 21499 ARC 11122 2000 -
:: ;ﬁ: ga'g* nl ; §3'°° 144 149 GILL 3N 3 2500

.00 14 LW 4 1 1500 :

8 225 GILL | 5 2000 :4: ?:3 ARC 1 I 4000 R g R —
49 2254 GAMM t 5 1500 (47 1907 FLW 2 2 4000 ——— e M e |
70 2125 AMC Combod4 2500 148 1907 COL b 1 3500
U191 FLW 34 24 2800 149 w7 oL 2 1 3500 7
72 1900 TUDOR3I 4 2500 156 (907 FLW 1} 40.00
T3 190F ARM 3 4 1500 31 1907 AW 2 @ 4000
74 1901 GILL 4 2 1500 152 1%M7 ARM S 2 15000
TS MW OARM 1 4 {500 153 1907 ARM & 2 100
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23¢ Flag plate data . - 23gFlag
" Possible Impression Calculations {by Mike J. Stefun, PNC3 #713)
do allow comparisons -
f 4< b' t' Plate # Colar Impress ch::ﬁ Blua cnmbm;;hons Black
or combmahions 1 Blue 761,887 3 1 1 1
By Mike J. Stefun 1 Red 1,225,233 3 1 1 2
The plate-activity report for the 23¢ 1 Black 577,196 1 1 2 2
Flag aliows some calculations. % g“‘; %Sﬂggg g g ; g
Given that A111 is limited by Black 1 at 2 Bleack 857583 4
377.196 impressions, it can be determined '
that A112 and A122 are limited 0 a total 184691 impressions due Breakdawn of impression camainatians
w B.lue 1 .be1.ng used mosdy for A111. 111 112 422 212 293
With this information ane can plot assumed vaiues for A112 751,887 X X X
and arrive at a range of impressions for the other combinations. 1,225,253 X X X
The anached charts are what [ came up with. 577,196 X
A word of explanation: The bottom chart gives a range of im- 672,893 X X
pressions based on an assumption for A112. It shouid be noted 209,347 X A
that the market has found A112 and A122 harder to find than the 857,583 X X X X
first three combinations found. Combination A111 has a total of 577,196 impressions

Editor’s note: Because of peculiarities

in ABN'Ss reports on the “G" and USA Pre- ] _ hssumption calculations
sort stamps and using Siefun's method, (LEEISSUMI ATATIZ S n the lop fow, ter e fofas v other numbers are as follows)
we may be able lo re-examine the repens | 4y, 70000 80000 90,000 100000 110,000 120,000 130000
on the E&S slamps and come up with | yp9 1145691 104601 394591 34601 74691 64681 54601
some useful guesstimates on the maxi- | 212 578057 568057 558057 548057 538057 528057 518057
mum number of PNCs that could exist. 222 94836 104836 114836 124836 1343836 144835 154836
Alas, the data are still incomplete. £ Total: 837,584 857584 857584 857584 B97584 A57584 857584
BEP plate activity for October, November 1991
FAI:SSE:&} PLATE ASSIGKED PAESS  SURL 1O PRES CANCELED  IMPRESS.  Max PKCE NOTES
29¢ 2673 185048-3 02011 c 480 020341 1040 68857 12778140 Canceled
29¢ 29F3 188045-3 c 400 0220M1 2d date to press
TRANSPORTATION SER IES
3 A 189711-2  11M6R1 c 42 Asaigned
ABN piate activity through May 1992
USA presort stamps G stamps
PLATE  CERTIFIED TO PRESS  IMPRESS. NOTES PLATE  CERTIFIED TOPRESS  IMPRESS. NOTES
Magenta 1 04/08/02 041452 402,232 1Ble  02/27/52 QM52 1,278,158
Magenta t 05/13/52 598,634  2dto press t Blue 04/28/92 167,208 2d 1o press
Yellow!  (4/08/92 041442 402,232 1 Blue 147202 147,145  3d to press (1)
Yeliow 1 05MA/2 93,534 210 prass 1Red 0227092 QIN5M2 1,103,455
Cyan1 040892  04n4%2 402,232 1 Red 04,2007 167,239 2d to press
Cyan 051342 98,5  2dtopress 1 Aed 0472002 06,359  3d fo press (7)
Black1 0408782  (4r4m2 402,232 1Gray 02702 0IM5M2  1.278.158
Black 1 05182 9862  2dtopress 1 Gray 04/20m2 167,200 2dtopress
1 Gray 04720002 363,792 2d 1o pess (M)
18tack 02727792 0205152 928,373
Good news: Just one set of numbers | Siack o S I
(A1111) on ABN’s USA Presort stamps e manamr  ms
2 Red 05/01 %2 272433 210
The good news on the 23¢ USA Presort coils is that American ] séck 0312492 0312462 349,825 ess
Bank Note Co. said all wili have identical plate-number combi- 2 Black 03/05/82 196,657  2d topress
nagons: Allli.

The plate numbers appear on every 24th stamyp in the rolls of
10,000 that were printed on the Andreotti press.

Like ABN's 23¢ Flag stamps, the stamps will be untagged be-
canse they are reaily precancels in that they pay only part of the
first-ciass postage.

The USA stamps were produced 1o replace the 23¢ Flag
stamps, which were considered a temporary stopgap.

Despite that, ABN received an order from USPS in July 1o print
15,000 more roils of 2,000 of the 23¢ Flags. The 23¢ Flag stamps
come in rolls of 500 and 3,000. The re-order conld be for mailers
who do not have machines that can handle rotis of 10,000

ABN has not received zn order to print 23¢ USA stamps in
smaller sizes, although rolls of 500 and 3,000 are due before the
year's end. USPS said these are being printed by BEP by photogra-
vure.

To distinguish between the 23¢ stamps, the old one will contin-
ue to be called the “23¢ Flag,” while the new one will be called
“23¢ USA." Both will be listed in the PNC Catalog among the
Flag stamps, with the new one adding an "X.”

That would make it 23F(A1111PX. The BEP version would be 2§
11PX. O
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When is a photocopy reliable?

Ken Lawrence illustrated a photocopy
of a second used copy of the A23334 Eagle
and Shield in his Lian's column on July
”

i

The first used copy, repotted to TPN by
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz on March 20,
was on a solicitation from American Ex-
press and was found in the trash of a Tex-
as post office. Lawrence was suspicious
of that repont because it was based on a
photocopy.

But based on a photo-
copy of a second find

in NWevada, Lawrence
added the number to “&EM] f‘l

Linn's master list of
known PNCs.

That’s odd. The
stamp was reported
in the May TPN (Page 56). Law-
rence continued to ignere the existence of
A33134 even after Dr. Rabinowitz and oth-
ers in the PNC Swdy Group had seen the
oripinal cover (July TPN, Page 82).

Does a stamp only exist when Lawrence
has seen a photocopy of it but not when
others have seen the actual stamp?

50-stamp coil of 3 designs
likely on Columbus Day

Is a se-tenant coil of three designs
showing the Nina, the Pinta, and the San-
ta Maria to be issued on Columbus Day?

A glance at “Data Bank" in this issue,
where we publish a confidential memo to
UsPs licensces such as cachet-makers,
will show that a 50-stamp commemora-
tive coil of three designs will be issued
that day.

Il the information holds up, it will be
the first coil of 50 and the first commemo-
rative coil.

Disappearing 3 found

on 25¢ Flag strips

Harry Mueggenburg has found five
strips from Plate 3 of the 25¢ Flag Over
Yosemite, from the same partal roll, in
which the plate number gets lighter on
each 3" as one unwinds the roll.

His fifth strip had a number so faint as
1o be almost invisible,

“T wish 1 had the next strip in the roil,”
he said.

New outfit uses DAYV idea
Col. Jim Hartford, who lives in Ath-
ens, Ga., received a solicitation from an
anti-cancer campatign, which inciuded a
franked window envelope for his contri-
bution.
The enclosure was addressed to “Cancer

Fund of America, Mail Processing, Tope-
ka, Kansas.”

It almost got away from Hartford, but
he put the stamps under the UV light and
found an untagged 1¢ Omnibus, two un-
iagged 4¢ Steam Carriages, and a lagged
20¢ Fire Pumper.

“Shades of the DAV,” he said. “From
now on, | believe it will pay to check all
such requests.”

A few weeks later came the “same song,
second verse.”

This time the envelope
pre-

WAas

addressed (not a window) and bore five
5S¢ Circus Wapons and one 4¢ Steam Car-
riage, all untagged.

Said Hartford: “What is going to happen
when people use this envelope to mail in
donations and the facer-canceler at the
post office rejects them?”™

B Press dummies at hand

U.S. dummy coils inscribed “For Test-
ing Purposes Only” were printed several
vears ago on the B Press, Wayne Young-
blood reports after a Tecent visit to BEP.

Previously, the dummies were known
only from the Cotirell presses and had
joint lines. There were na plate numbers.

The no-number B Press dummies are
untagged and have dull gom. Cotirell
dummies are known with and without tag-
ging.

Level of suspicion rises

Are PNC collectors getring more and
more suspicious of the Postal Service?
Here's an anecdote.

Steve Esrat sent a letter to A. 8. Ci-
bulskas. The envelope got jammied in the
laser printer, s0 it had to be run through
again. The jamming caused a wvertical
black line across the envelope.

“What is the vertical black line on your
cover?” Cibulskas asked. “A new type of
postal marking? Something totally extra-
neous? Or am I losing #t?"

Castle was benelaclor

It was William F. Castle of Evanston,
11}, who informed colleciors at the World
Columbian Stamp Exhibition that 29¢

Rushmores cn Lenz paper could be
found in a Chicago-area post office vend-
ing machine.

But it was Jerry Koepp of Samps 'n’
Stuff who spent more than two hours
feeding the machine money (about $400)
untt it ran out.

Koepp said he used dollar bills and kept
putting the change back into the machine.
He must have come back with a load of
1¢ stamps, as well.

The technician at the Oak Park post
office, where ail this happened, refused 10
open the machine for Koepp and sell him
what was left on the roll of 3,000. He

probably did not want lo
count it.

Neat Trick
Wayne Meyers hasa
4 neat way 1o establish an
earliest known usage on
7/ an uncanceled precancel.
When he received a
cover from People for the American Way
Action Fund that carried a Plate 2 (BEP
Version) of the 98 Canoe, he made a
photocopy of the caver and then simply
asked a window clerk to cancel the image
of the stamp cn the photocopy. That es-
tablishedS June 30 as the EKG for Plate 2.

Dress-up-sale catalog

Tom Maeder printed up an impressive
32-page, illustrated catalog for his Fall
1992 mail sale of PNCs on cover. Included
are items that will help dress up almost
any collection, from an Erie Blue 1o early
spray markings to purple machine can-
cels. Cne item that is not included are
mailer overprints on the generic 10¢ Trac-
tor Trailer stamp.

Machine dispenses rarity

Philip Cole, who lives in rural Michi-
gan noticed a few months back that he
was getting mail with the rare F stamp,
the one with the plate-number combina-
tion 1211,

Sa he checked around and found some
post office vending machines that were
dispensing the stamps.

On inquiry, he learned that the stamps
had heen in the machines since the rate
change.

FDC by laser printer

Bill Norton's August FOC mail sale had
something new. In addition to the usual
cachets from ArnCraft and other cachet
makers, Norton had an FDC laser-printed



by Ken Schoolmeester for the “F
stamp with the plate number 1222,

A laser print is made by doing the art-
wark on a computer and then printing it
out on an envelope using a laser printer.

The handsome cover was illusirated on
the cover of the mail sale catalog.

E&S paper now in 2 shades

Gene Ernst, who previously reported
finding some A43326 Eagle and
Shields on cream paper in a dealer's
stock, has now obtained a roll of 500, also
with the numbers A43326 from the Phila-
telic Sales Division. The entire roll was
on cream paper.

Emst also found one copy on cover in
which the paper has a biuish tinge.

PNC3 meeting at Houpex

The Plate Number Coil Collectors Club
{PNC?) plans o have a able at Houpex
'92, being held the first week in October
at Houston. There will be a regional meet-
ing of the cleb on Oct. 3.

The club heid its annual meeting at
STaMpsHOW in Oakland in late August, too
late for press time for this issue,

Lessons from a fiasco

Richard Collier publishes a newsletter
on taxes for physicians and dentists. In
his July 1 issue he reported on the man
who s0id two 1olls of 13¢ Flags from
Piate 6 at face in Chicago.

After quoting Frank Marrelli’s theory
that the seller was probably trying to
avoid taxes, Collier said:

*If this theory is true, there are several
lessons here:

“Financiaily the man would have been
much better off paying his tax and invest-
ing the after-1ax proceeds.

"Cheating on laxes is always wiong and
illegal and usually unwise financtally, no
matter how attractive it might seem at the

Then he had this word for dentists: “The
postage slamp slory reminds us of the
questions we occasionally get from den-
tists who wonder what the tax reies are
for their accumulations of used dental
gold. For example, we have heard stories
of vendors offering 'free” iravel instead of
the aditjonal cash or a credit on purchas-
es. The rule is simple—any money or oth-
er value offered is taxabie income.”

23¢ Flag on souvenir page

John Tison has found a souvenir page
(91-60), issued Sept. 27, 1991, with three
23¢ Flag stamps. The rightmost stamp
carries the plate number A212

The #2 Canoe isn’t
Advertising whal you haven't got is a
no-ne!
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But dealer Howard Grossman fell
into that trap just the same in a recent
Linn's ad. He offered 5¢ Canoes from
Plate 2 at $1.90 and $2.25 for Ps/3 and psy
5 in the Aug. 3 issue.

But after the paper was mailed out, he
called other dealers trying to scrounge up
supplies. They didn’t have it, either.

In the Ang. 10 issue, the offer was no
longer there,

The only known copy as we went o
press was on Wayne Meyers’ cover. Deal-
ers, however, are looking for it. It
shouldn’t be long.

The case of the torn perfs

Dr. Watson: Eugene Liu made an in-
teresting comment to me in a latter not
long ago. He said he believed ali Eagle
and Shield rolls are hand-separated be-
fore being made into coil rolls. His reason
for saying that is the fact that all rolis, re-
gardless of size, exhibit torn, as opposed
to cut, perforations.

His very astute observation is tue of
both the beginning and end of the roll, as
it would have to be if the contention were
true.,

Sherlock Holmes: Is this true of all
stamps printed by American Bank Note,
Watson?

Watson: I haven't bothered. ..

Holmes: The devil [ say!

Watson: I cannot believe that Guilford
Gravure is doing something as labor in-
tensive as this.

Holmes: It’s elementary, my dear Wat-
son. Go to Guilford and see how they do
ik

Watson: TPN called Ametican Bank
Note and was wold that they have scme
sort of instrument that canses the perfora-
uons to burst, leaving them with the ap-
pearance of having been torn. I suppose
that would explain it.

Holmes: Rather!

Making it a bit easier

We have always had to squggle with the
caleulations on stamps with moliple piate
numbers. This has been so ever since the
18¢ Washington Monument.

But apparenty the Postal Service has
heard our tale of woe. From now on,
printers have been asked to report the
guantities printed not only by plate, but
also as a total for each combination of
plate numbers.

American Bank Note said it probably
will not be done retroactively, but will be
in reports on fumre multiple-number
stamps,

1992 catalog to bhe 1993’
Richard Nazar, publisher of The Piate
Number Coil Catalog, has signed up with

I

a commercial printer lo produce the
eighth edition of the catalog, which will
come in two versions.

The spiral-bound version will be the
same size as previous editions. It wiil not,
however, resemble the desktop publish-
ing product formerly produced by Steve
Esrati. This book will include some 200
photos, all printed with a 1,270-dots-per-
inch, high-resolution photo-typesetting
systerm.

The cover will have a full-color illusira-
tion and the book will run about 250 pag-
es.

The second version will be a hard-cover
book bound in a cloth cover, which will
be printed as a limitext edition.

The publication date has been deter-
mined by the printer’s and the binder’s re-
quirements of ahout five 1o eight weeks
from the time Nazar brings in the camera-
ready work and completion of production.
But before that, Nazar needs about a
month to send the drafts out to the PNC
Study Group.

That makes the teniative publication -
date Dec. 1, and will give the catalog this
name: The {593 Plate Number Coil Cata-
log (eighth edition).

Nazar said the publication date was too
late in the year to call 1t “1992."

Alan Malakoff, a member of the study
group and a neighbor of Nazar. wiil lend
major help in getting the manuseript out.

More information will appear in TPN as
it becomes available.

Joanne Lenz a governor

The Burean Issues Association has
elected Joann Lenz w its Board of Gov-
ernors,

According to the [/.S. Specialisi, she
will help broaden the work of the Trans-
portation Coil issue Commitiee to include
all PNCs,

Lighthouse up to minute

When the supplement 1o the Lighthouse
PNC album comes out this fall, it will be
as up to date as possible. Included wil] be
spaces for Plate 2 of the BEP version of
the 5¢ Canoe and the new A1111 USA coil
from American Bank Note.

That’s as close to perfect as possible be-
cause a mint strip of the Canoes was not
located by the PNC community until Dr.
Robert Rabinowitz found some on
Aug. 7.

The secret? Lighthouse's Wolfgang
Schoén was working on the new pages on
Sunday, Aug. 9. He did not have the UsA
plate number yet, so he called.

As a resull, the supplement will even
have spaces for BEP's gravured version of
the USA coils, which are due out in Octo-
ber. (]
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Try me,

orders over $100;

Prices are for VF. Deduct 10% for Fine; add 25% for XF.

-
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The rarest “F” stamp goes on sale!!!
29U1211 PS/5 VF 528; XF $35.
10 strips VF $250; XF $315.
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you’ll like it!

You’'ll love my big discounts, my no-<quibble retumn policy, my VF
quality. This list (List 2) is good through Nov. 1. 25% off on

15% off on orders over $50; 5% off on

orders over $25; 5% additional off for members of PHC3.
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ROB’S COVER OF THE BI-MONTH

Q%hllﬁ"‘s':
< sEpPIs Y,
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“Sarons

Jolm"l :SOLMES@Y\ \‘r{sk Swee?shl(ée,s

10. Box E210
St Faul, Minnesota

EARLIEST BUT ILLEGAL USE—This cover canceled Sept.
26, 1981, is the earliest known use of Plata 6 of the 18¢
Flag. But it is illegal. The Pastal Servica tries to stop all
mail going to aperators of lotteries and regularly publish-
es lists of people and firms who act as intermediaries for

55182

such things as the Irish Sweepstakes. The Postal Builatin requ-
larly carries fists of such addresses to hold up the mail,

1f you have a candidate for cover of the bi-manth, please send
a photocopy of your cover against a black background to Rob
Washburn, P.0. Box B40, Skowhegan, Maine 04976.

Universal measure of rarity proposed for all PNC fields

By Bill McMurray

How rare is it?

How mmch is it worth?

These are the most common questions
asked in stamp collecting,

The tables in our current Plate Number
Coail Catalog use such adjectives as “com-
mon,” “less common,” and “rare.”

For ¥DCs, we say “A™ = common
{10,000 or more); “B" = available {2,000
to 9,999); “C” = difficult (500 to 1,999);
"D" = scarce (50 to 499), “E" = very
scarce (less than 50).

For precancel gaps we use “A"™ = com-
mon; “B” = less common; “C” = hazd to
find, “D" = scarce, “E” = rare.

For paper types we use the same legend
as for gaps.

I propose the adoption of a Universal
Rarity Scale (URS). one that wili be math-
ematically sound ir its progression and in
the relatonship among its divisions.
Above all, it would be applicable 1o all
PNC collectables.

Stated simply, it is the geometric pro-
gression of numbers, with each category
containing about twice as many members

as the preceding category. The Universal
Rarity Scale uses a simple geometric pro-
gression of numbers, as 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32,
etc,

The abbreviation for it would be R-1
means Rarity 1, R-8 means Rarity 8.

R-1 =1 known, unigue

R-2 =2 known

R-3 =3 to4 known

R-4 =518 known

R-5 =91ta 16known

R-6 =170 32known

R-7 =33 10 64 known

R-8 =65 to 128 known

R-9 = 12910 256 known

R-10 =257 10 512 known

R-11 = 51310 1,024 known

R-12 =1,025 102,048 known
R-13 = 2,049 t0 4,096 kmown
R-14 =4,097 10 8,192 known
R-15 =8,193 10 16,384 known
R-16 =16,38510 32,768 known
R-17 = 32,769 10 65,536 known.
R-18 =65,53710131,072 known
R-19 =131,073 to 262,144 known
R-20 = 262,145 10 524,288 known
R-20 = 524,289 to 1,048,576 known
R-21 = More than 1,048,577 known

This would allow the same legend ta be
applied to all tables. Consequently, a mint
imperforate pair of the 17¢ Electric Auto

precancel would be R-7 (URS). The 17¢
Llectric Auto precancel strip from Plates
5 and 7 with the gaps at 6R and 6L would
be R-3 (URS). While the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon
precancel from Plates 5 and 6 with the
gap at 4R, woulid be R-2 {URS).

This system was first proposed by Q.
David Bowers and is available to us with-
out license or credit line.

[Editor's note: The 10¢ Eapgle and
Shield A32333 would be R-12 because
only 1,875 strips are kmown.} (]

FREE ADLETS

Thesw classiliad ads ara fres, hut may run only
one lime, After that, thay are 15 cents a word
with no chara for your address. Thess ads are
limitad 1o wants and offers for the Great Amen-
cans 3eries. PB=plals black; UN=untagged;
OVaoverall; P=prephosphored; B=Block.

WANTED—:2¢ Lyon, QV single and PB LR: 4¢ Flana-
gan, OV singa, PB LR; 5¢ Muficz P singles, P8 LR, 7B
UR; 5¢ Mufioz UN singie, PB LA, P8 UR: 10¢ Red
Cloud, P singls, PB LR; 15¢ Buffalo Bif, B PB LR, Lul-
gt Amgine, 5 Viz Zurett, [-201 25 Milang, Kaly.

FOR MY COLLECTION—Wanted: 20¢ shest Flag, single
and blotk of 4, dufi tgging; 40¢ Gilbreth, i-
Perforator, block of 4. Steve Esrati, POB 20130, Shak-
er His, OH. 44120.
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A Press caused
untagged stripe
on Mary Lyons

Harry Mueggenburg has found a pane
of the 2¢ Mary Lyons in which the entire
top Tow is untagged.

The pane is from the lower right of the
four-pane arrangement in which the
slamps were printed.

The explanation is in the odd way the
panes were lined up on the A Press (for il-
lustration see Page 287 of Ken Law-
rence’s Linn's Plate Number Coil Hand-
book).

The tagging roller had to be made o
take care of that huge central gutter. If the
roiler was reversed, the top row got left
out. That makes the untagged Mary Lyon
a lagging error,

Mueggenburg ziso found other A Press
Great Americans with the same anomaly.
We hope to have a full report in the next
issue.

e

The 39¢ Grenville Clark stamp was to
go off sale Aug. 31, according to the July-
August Stamps, elc.

But TPN's sharp-eyed Washington cor-
respondent, Myron Hill, noticed that the
block-tagged version of the $5 Bret Harte
had gone off sale without announcement
in Stamps, eic.

The version still on sale is Item No.
N09d4, daseribed as being in panes of 20
and perforated by the “L” perforator. It's
Plate 2, prephosphored and bull's eye per-
forated. Siamps, etc. is wrong.

The item previously described as [tem
No. 0094, which was block-tagged and
had a bull’s-eye perforation, was no long-
er in the July-August edition.

Hill learned that 0094 had been recalled
eatlier and that philatelic cierks who had
stocks of it were required to tum the
stamps in 10 accountable paper on their
last audit. []

LAST-CHANGE SALE

All bul 20 copies of the 1991 PNG Calalog
have been sald. i'd like to get rid of these
last few copies, 50 | am offering TPN
readers a deal;

$10.00 postpaid
{$10.70 in Ohio)
Get them while they last! Give one to a li-
brary! Use them as a doer prize.

STEVE ESRATI
PO Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120

DATA BANK

Qfficlal USPS texts except for [bracketed) additions by TPN

Presorted coil stamp

added to 92 program

The Postal Service will issue 2 new 23¢ presoried
First-Class stamp in coils of 10,000 on July 21 in
Kansag City, Mo. There will be no finst-day ceremo-
ny.

The leners “USA™ appear in the upper haif of the
stamp's design. Looking as if they were made of
chrome, the lenters refiect the red, white, and blue of
a wind-blown American flag. The words " Presored/
First-Class/23" are printed 1n white against the blue
background of the swmp, jusi below the “USA."
The stamp is manufaciured by American Bink Now
Co.

Philotelic Release 92-047

Before the end of this calendar year, this stamp is-
sue will be available in (BEP-printed] coils of 500
and 3,000 stamps and will replace the cument 23¢
Flag Preson stamp coils.

Philatelic and Retul Services Dept,
Postal Bulietin, 6111192

The Posual Service
will issue its new 23¢
USA Presoned First-
Class samp July 21 in
Kaznsas City, Me. There
will be no first-day cex-
ernony. However, first-
day-of-issue  cancelle-
ions will be availsble
atthe Kansas City Main Post Office Tuly 21, and by
mail order through Sept. 19....

Lsaue: 23¢ USA Presorted First-Class
Sump
Issue Date: July 21, 1992
Issue Cify: Kansas City, Muo.
Format: Coils of 3,000
Process: Gravare (American Bank Note
Co,, conmetor, Guilford Gra-
vure, printer}
Colors: Yellow. magenta, cyan, black
Size:
Image: .71 % .82 inches/18.0 x 20.83mm
Overail .87 x 965 inches/22.1 x 24.5mm
[Presa: Ancreotd]
Plate numbers: Four preceded by the lener *'a™
[ALHATLIL

[PNC Catalog number: 23F(A1111)PX]

The 23¢ USA Presorted Firni-Class stamp (Stame
News 92-058) in coils of 500 and 3,000, to be issued
in October, will be gravare, not intaglio as previous-
ly announced. The coil of 10,000, issued July 21,
was also gravure,

Philatelic Release $2-065

It wus Philatelic Release 33-059, now 92-058.]

Confidential memao

[Note: The following memo was sent Lo cachet-
makers and other USPS licenseca|

Dec. 19, 1991
MEMORANDUM FOR: LICENSEES

Attached is a copy of the 1992 starmp and station-
ery issuance schedule ang color reproductions of a
number of thess issues. The designs provided Lo the
medis &t the Dec, 11 press conference are sull sub-
ject to change during production, and tharefore
are of no use for reproduction af products.

Tt should be nowed that some daies and/or sites
have not been detsrmined (at indicated by a “7'") at
thiz time, and that many dates and/or sites sill ars
subject 10 change. You will be notified when final
decisions have been made concerning issues where

dates and/or sites are tentative and when changes are
made

Please note that references Lo most issues are pre-
ceded by the "(@" symbol. This indicates informa-
11on that has been publicly anaounced by the Postal
Service. Also, some 1ssues are preceded by the 4™
symbol, indicating that the subject has been an-
nounced, but the date and/or sites have not been an-
nounced. If no symbol is shown, then ne announce-
ment has been made.

As always, it is imperative that unannounced in-
formation be kept in sunet confidence until zeicased
by the Postal Service. Uniil a public anncuncement,
this confidentality applies to all postal personnel—
other than those in the Philatelic and Retai] Services
Department at Headguarters-—as well 45 10 the gen-
eral public. Under no circumstances should the in-
formation we provide 10 you be given to field post
office representatives, sponsonng organizations, or
comtnunty leaders prior 10 its public release, and no
inquiries should be made of them in this regard.

Please feel free to contact this office at (202) 268-
6868 if you have any questions,

Sincerely,

[signead)

W, L. Davidson, Jr.

Director

Office of Licensing

[In the attached list of coming issues, the follow-
ing was found:

(Ships {Celumbus)

[50-stamp cail of three designs

(10/12/92

[Columbus Series

{Commemorative coil]

ADLETS

Classified ads are 15 cents a
word. There is ne charge for

your address, Members of
PNC? ars antitled to ona FREE
25-word adlet sach year.

IMPERF RUSHMORE: One plate strip of 7 from Plate
7. F-VF $B50. Impert pairs $45, Imperf pair on FOC
$250, 2 avaiable. Al items postpaid. Wayne Meyars,
14 Burwell 5t., Unlon NJ O7083-4123. [PNC3 5-92)

ULTRA VIEW MOUNTS:The only stamp mounts on the
markat that allow transmission of UV light, plus hav-
ing acid-free paper insarts for facilitating slamp inser-
ticn and stamp retention. Coil strip package $6.00. H.
Harty Mueggenburg, 3525 Bluff Ct, Carmichael, CA
95608. (6-92)

WANTED PS 181: Regular Perfed XF-s, imperf, misperf,
miscut. John Tison (PNC3 473, APS, ASDA) BEJ
Sales, 3012 S. Crodcy Way, Santa Ana, CA 82704, 1-
500-854-4487. (B-92)

JOIN THE CLUB, ioin PNC3. Monthly newsletier, auc-
lions, regional meetings. For detalls, write Gene C.
Trinks, 3603 Beliows Ct., Troy, M| 48083, (5-92)

PNCe BY SUBSCRIPTION: My customers got A32333

of the Eagle & Shield cheap. i's quite simple. Sub-
SCribe {0 My new-issues service and get every new
plate number as a PS/3 or PS/5, VF or XF. Send $25
deposit to Esrati, POB 20430, Shaker Heights, OH
44120,

FDCx by SUBSCRIPTION: Heuse of Farnam FDCs are
§5, ArfCraft ang AriMastar are $4. You alse are in-
formed when | get oddball numbears. Send $25 deposit
‘tao Esrati, POB 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (S-

2)

THE 1993 PNC CATALOG wilt be published in Decem-
ber. | will send out notices for pre-publicaion oroars,
Richard J. Nazar, 34 Nottingham Way, Somarset, NJ
11720, (§-92)
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PNC FDCs

25% off on orders over $100; 15% off on orders over $50;: 5% off on
orders over $25; 5% additional off for members of PNC3.

CAT PS Description Cachei Prien CAT P8 unsnrtptill Cachat Price CAT PS Illurlptlnn Cachst Price
MR 5 Omnidus B Shue $14,00 10TXP 3 Traclor Trailer  Farnam $5.00 25F5 + 25Fi YYosemile, block + phos
IT1RY + 2T2 0TIXP 3 Tractor Trailey  Artmaster 3400 343 Farnam $55.00
5+ Loco CoteB  Admester 51400 10T1XP 3 Tractor Tralter  AriCrall $4.00 Same  3+3  Same Artmaster $3000
ZT1R1 + 713 10U A2113P 25F51 3 Yosemife, phos Farnam £25.00
548 Loco Coft+B  Artmasler 31400 3 £agle & Shield Farnam 3500 25F81 3 Yosemile, phos Arimaster $1500
ZT1RY + T4 Same 2 Eagle & Shield ArICraft $4.00 25761 3 Yosemile, phos Fainam $25.00
545 Loco Coli+B  Armaster 51400 Same 3 Eagle & Shield  Arimaster $5.00 2561 3 Yosamile, phos Ardmasier 12500
2T1R1 + 275 10.4T2R0 3 Qil'Wagon Red  Artmaster $400 25F7 + 25F7i Yosemile, block + phos
545 Loca Colt+B  Artmaster $1400 10871 4 Hans Cab #lell Artmasier $20.00 3+3 Farmam $55.00
2T1RY 4 2T8 0911 4 Hansom Cab  Farnam $35.00 Same 3.3  Same Artmaster  325.00
54 LocoCott«B  Artmaster $14.00 0912 2 Hansom Cab  AriCrafipoor  $15.00 25F7 3 Ypsemite, phos Farnam 325.00
2TIR1 + 2110 0872 4 Hansom Cab  Farnam $35.00 2571 3 Yosemile, phos Artmaster $25.00
545 Loca Coft«B  Armasler $14.00 1T 2 Cabogse ¢ 11 Renham 520.00 25F8 + 25F8i Yosemile, biock + phos
73 3 Locomotive  KMC $10.00 1M 3 Caboose Affmaster 3750 1.1 Farnam 515.00
g 3 Conestoga Farnam 500 1M 3 Caboose GillCran 37.50 Same 343 Same Artmaster 510,00
MR 3 Conesioga AnCrali 5400 1M 3 Caboose kMG 900 25F8 3 Yosemite, phas Farnzm 55.00
R 3 Conesioga Arimasier $4.00 12211P 3 Coal Car Farnam 3500 25Mt 3 Hineybee Farnam 35.00
471X 3 Tag Camiage  Farnam 500 13.271IP 3 Coal Car Artmasler $4.00 26ME 3 Honeviee Almasier 400
anix 3 Tag Carriage  Armasler $4.00 13.7T1P 3 Caal Car ArCreft 400 25M1 3 Honeyhee ArfCrall 400
a3 Tag Carriage  ArdCrall £4.00 13mp 3 Palicl Wagon  Farnam 15.00 5M1 2 Honeyhee Rowe mini HP £500
03 5 Coach, # left  ArCiait 1250 123TP 3 Palioi Wagon  Arbmaster $400 25M1 3 Honeybee Rawe HF $7.50
STH 4 Matorgyrie ArtCrant $17.50 13me 3 Falici Wagon  AriCraft $4.00 25T1 3 Hiead Wagon  Artmaster £9.00
512 4 Motorcycie AnCrait $17.50 14T1 5 Ice Boak (minl} Chambertain  $4.00 2571 3 Bread Wagon  AriCiaft $7.50
a3 Milk Wagor  Farmam 1500 157 3 Tughaat Farmam $5.00 2571 3 Bregd Wagon  KMC £7.50
STIX 3 MilkWagon  AdCIal $4.00 1571 3 Tugbadal Arlmaster $440 w/zz 3 “t" Eanth Farnam 3500
STiX 3 MilkWagon  Admasier £4.00 15T 3 Tughoal ArlCraft $4.00 5u1222 § "E" Eanth Artmasier 3600
Ty 5 Clrcus Farram $5.00 1I6MIP 3 Popeorn Farnam $5.00 20F2 3 Rushmore Farnam $5.00
ST1Y 5 Clrass ArCrall $4.00 16.7T1P 3 Popeern Arimaster $400 24F2 3 Aushmore ArlCran $4.00
Yy 5 Clious Armasier 34.00 167TIP 3 Popearn ACratt $4.00 26F AT1111 Rushmare gravure
TP 3 Canoe intaglio Farnam $5.00 1m 2 Aulo Americana £7.50 3 Same Faingm $5.00
smiEp 3 Canoe intaglio  ArtCrafl $4.00 fm 2 Aulo Americana Same 3 Same Artmaster 1400
MiP 1 Canon intaglio  Artmaster $4.00 poof, cul 3100 Same 3 Same AriCraft §4.00
STS11ZP 2 Canoe Gravive Farnam £5.00 1712 4 Aulo ArlCrallppor ~ $5.00 29X 3 White House  Farram $5.00
STS112P Cance Gravure  AnCrart $4.00 7T2R 3 Dog Sled Arimasle $7.50 20X 3 While House  ArlCraft 3400
STS12P ) Canoe Gravure Artmaster $4.00 1751 5 Rating Car Farnam $5.00 29FeX 3 While House  Arlmaster $4.00
L | Sleigh Farram $1250 17571 5 Ractng Car  Arkmasler $4.00 28M 5111 Stit Flower
521 K| Sleigh Artmaster 31300 17511 5 Racing Car AriCrafl $4.00 3 Slil Flower Farnam £5.00
53T1P 5§ Elevator Farnam 57.50 18T 2 Surrey Fieetwood Same 3 Slit Flower Arlmaster 3400
53TP 5 Elevator AnCratt $5.00 fing $17.50 S 3 Slit Flower Farnam $1000
53TMP & Etevator Arimaster $5.00 M AL212 Fishing Boat s 3 Slil Flower Arlmasler 5800
55T1 4 Truck Rubber  Arimaster $7.50 1 Fishing Boat  Farnam $5.00 29M 8111 Periorated Flower
5571 + 5.9TIP Same 3 Fishing Boal  Avmaster 34.00 3 Perl Flower  Farnam 5500
44+3 Truek Rubber  KMC 330.00 A2d24 3 Fishing Boat  As(Craft $10.00 Same 3 Perl Flowst AnCraft 3400
Same  4+4  TckRubber  Armaster 32000 205TIP 3 FireEngine  Farmam $5.00 Same 2 Porf Flower  Arbmasler .00
59Ty 2 Bicycle Amerikana $15.00 205TIP 3 Fire Engine Artmaster $4.00 28U1t81 3 F Plower Farmam 25.00
5974 2 Bicycle Americana 31500 205TIP 3 fireEngine  AniCraft 4. 200111 3 “F* Flower ArtCraft 3400
T 3 Tractor Actrasier 57.50 20M1 4 Lonsumer Artmaster 340.00 un 3 Seaplane Farmam 51000
7ATP 3 Tracior KMC §17.50 M4 2 consumer ArtCrat $25.00 1M 3 Seaplane Artmaster 39.00
TATP 5 Tratior Gill Creht $20.00 2001 2 Ollictal Catorano $25.00 $1M 3 Seaplane AriCraft 3900
TATP 3 Tractor Armasier 315.00 0T 3 Cable Car Farniam $500 | TERMS: Cash with order, please. | regret that |
7ATIPL 5 Tractor 21P+4  Farnam s10.00 20T% 3 Cable Car Arfmasier $4.00 cannot accept eredit cards,
7ATPL & Tractor 2IP+4  Arimaster $7.50 0T% 3 Cabie Car ArCrall 400 { COMNDITICN: {Unless otherwise specified, all
TATIPL & Tractor 2iP+4  AfCraft 37.50 TP 3 AR Mail Car  Farmam 3500 stamps are VF or better. Poor means line
;gﬁp g E”g%' rignt FMC g% gm; g EE Ha!: g:’ :’PEI‘“"H g% misses perfs. Fine means line is not 50%
arrel Alrm 1 ail Car rtCral |
T6TP 5 Carel Amaser  $400 | Z2FTY 3 Tedeol  Ammser 5450 s e ditional unnimbered stamps
JETHF 5 Carrela AnCran $4.00 2F11 1 Tedt coit KMC 35.00 ABBREVI AQTIOHS.'
WP 3 Wmew s nE | Gn oL M owme sm NGO
. r er ) 0 3 AfImEsier 315.
g4TIP 3 Whest Chair  AriCratt $400 | 2w 3 DOfell  Famam 52000 | 23 - Length of numbered strip
8571 3 TowTnek  Admasier 5400 | 2208 2 DEagiedrt  ArCrallpoor §7500 | FDCs by subscription: § can provide House of
85TIP 3 Towinek  Admasier 31500 | ZFaune Flag Presont Farnam FDCs an subscription at 55 each
BSTIP 3 Tow Tnek GlICrak £15.00 13 FlagPesod  Farmam £5.00 against a 525 deposit. ArtCraft and Ant.
BST1 +8.5T1P A2 3 FlaQ Presol  Farnam 8500 master FDCs are §4. Subscribers ars In-
3+3  Tow Truck KMC $30.00 a2 3 FlagPresol  ArlCrakt 400 formed when covers are avaflable with un-
Same  S5+5 Tow Truck H&H 4000 2372 3 Lunch Wagon  Farmam $5.00 psual numbers and get first rights to
9371 2 Mail Wagon  FleelwoodVF 52000 a3 Lunch Wagon  AriCralt 400 order them at the subscription price.
D i et G B or o bmem se S
3 on ral K jagon  Arimaster A »
932 2 Mall Wagon  AfCralve 750 | 2313 3 Lunch Wagon  AriCra! $400 Steve E srati
9 372 2 Mail Wagon Fleetwaod £0.00 244TIP 3 Tandem Bike  Farram §5.00 PC Bax 20130
4 Maill Wagon  AdCraftpoor  $10.00 24.9TIP 3 Tandem Bike  Artmasier $400 Shaher Heights OH 44120
m‘n 3 Canal Boal Farmam $5.00 244T1IP 3 Tandem Bike  ArtCraft $4.00 21 5-,955 1-9393
0T 3 Canal Boal Arlmaster $4.00 25Ft ki Yosemils Artmaster $4.00 AX: (216) 752.5002
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The other side of the story: Why the 29¢ Flower was late

Continued from Page 87
had been produced at J.W. Fergusson for
years. The equipment to make so-cailed “skit”
perfs could be easily adapted to make holes.

On Dec. 17, USPS scheduled a post-award
meeting. [t was then that Stamp Venturers
was iold whal paper 10 use and was given the
art work, aithough the denomination was still
missing because the new rates had not yet
been decided.

“We were advised that the first day of issue
was scheduled for April 15, 1991, said Rich-
ard Sennerl of Stamp Venturers.

The first delay

Printers cannot begin work until they re-
ceive a Delivery Order, which is an authon-
zation 1o proceed. Any expenditures incurred
before such an order is issued is at the print-
er'snsk.

The Postai Rate Commission issued new
rates on Jan, 4, 1991, but the USP5 Board of
Governors stalled, protesting some of the
new ratzs. Not until Jan. 22 did the govemnors
approve Lhe 25¢ rate under protest. That pot
the new rates into effect on Feb. 3.

The Postal Service, however, did not issue
a Delivery Order untl Feb. §, almost two
weeks after the rates had been OK'd.

Stamp Venturers went into high gear. It or-
dered paper on Feb. 6 and began engraving
cylinders, preparing perforaton dies, and
started testing four different perforation pat-
temns; but it took the Postai Service untl
March 16 to select one of the perf pattems
and give its approval.

The day of issue goes by

The paper arnived April 15, the day ongi-
nally set for the day of issue. The stamps
were sent to press on April 16.

But before that, in the two months from the
issnance of the Delivery Order to the start of
printing, paper samples were suomitted and
approved, a model was produced by Sennett
himseif, and cylinder proofs were made, sub-
rmitted, and approved.

Test coils were aiso produced to prepare for
production and for USPS approvai. It is quite
likely that these test coils are the ones that
were distributed free by Stamp Venturers at
the World Columbian Stamp Exposition.

Production continued. USPS ordered deliv-
ery of 100-stamp coils on July 11. Shipping
began July 12 with a shipment of 49.4 mil-
lion stamps in roils of 10). 72.2 million mare
stamps were shipped between July 15 and
July 25.

But something strange happened on the
25th. A verbal “hold” order was issued and
deliveries stopped. Before the “hald,” ‘more
than 120 million stamps had been shipped.

In August, the “hold” was lifted, and 75
million more stamps were delivered in Au-
gust, with more deliverics latez, all according
10 delivery instructions by USPS.

The last shipment under the Delivery Order
went out in January 1992 with the delivery of

29us

1,600 catls of 100 and 50,000 coils of 3,000. All
of these stamps had been printed and pro-
cessed in 1991 and had been neld pending de-
livery instructions.

The second delay

One thing that may have contribuled to the
delay in issuing the Delivery Order was “our
proposal to fumish ‘coils on a stck,” " Sen-
nett said.

*“Stamp Venturers was aware that this type
of packaging for coil stamps was being used
by Canada Post and belicved it to be a good
concept,” Sennett added.

While the bid was sull being evaluated by
USPS, Stamp Venturers condocted some tests.

“Immediately afier the post-award meet-
ing,” Sennett said, “we prepared a proposal
to furnish ‘Stamps on 2 stick.””

He propased coils of 50 or 100 with roulet-
ting, but added that the concept did not de-
pend on the type of perforation and could be
delivered with round holes, as weil.

Postmaster General Anthony M. Frank ap-

New stamps

ST2ZP—Plate 2, 05 Canoe, used on mailing by
Peaple for the American Way Action Fund. Re-
ceived June 30, 1992. (Meyers)
New imperforates

29F9—Plate 9, 29¢ Rushmore. (Tison)

29F3X—Plawe 3, 29¢ White House. Entire roil
(Tison)

29F6X—Plite 6, 29¢ White House. Eatire roil
(Tison)

23T3—Plate 3, 23¢ Lunch Wagon. (Tison)

25TI—Plate 1, 25¢ Bread Wagon. From an im-
parf zoll of 500 found in 1991 in Minnesow. One
strip had a paper sphice. (Tison)

29M(S1111}—29¢ Flower, imperforate, no-
number paint only. Rest are roul (Tison)

29U2211—"F" smamp 221 1. Imperforate strip, not
miscut. Previousiy found only as a miscut. (Fison)
Corrections to TPN

Page 49—1In a discussion of ctulog numbers. we

oted Richard Nazar ss saying the Eagle and

hieid stamps would be listen in the Miscellancous
Scries section. It was not intended that way. The
E&S stamps wili be listed in that section with other
undenominated swunps as 10U(A11111) ete.

Page 63—The continuation lines on the srticies
about the Taledo brown and the BEP reports wera
reversod

ecion should hive siid "wien vil 3n prode:
in ion ave 12id "were siill in c-
tion in 1992." Production has stopped.

Page 72—38 of time p 10 get the July
isnue to the printer, the BEP tble was incomplete.

UPDATE: New Stamps, lmperforates, Correctlions

proved the stamp stick on July 1 fora nation-
al test.

“This did not delay production in the least.”
said Sennett, “because we continued to pro-
duce individual coils and packaging in plastic
while the proposal was being considered.™

By the tme a decision on the stamp stick
was made, Starmnp Venturers had more than a
million ¢oils in its finished goods inventory.

That notwithstanding, the proposal for the
stamp stick may have delayed the Delivery
Order.

Conclusions

BEP made Plate 1 of the 29¢ Flag Over ML
Rushmore on Jan. 18, 1991, and sent it to
press on Jan. 22, immediately after the Board
of Govemors grudgingly accepted that rate.

It made Plate 2 on the 22nd.

In the past, al mats-change times, BEP pre-
pared plates or cylinders with various denom-
inations, wailing for the word on which one
1o print.

But Stamp Venturets could do none of this.
It did not receive the go-ahead unti Feb. 5.

There was no way Stamp Venturers could
have stamps ready for a first day on April 15,

BEP, on the other hand, delivered the Rush-
mores for an April 15 first day but the nation-
al enthusissm over the “victory” in the Gulf
War caused demand for a flag stamp, and the
issue date was moved up to Maxch 29, al-
though many stamps were used long before
that,

But all during that time, Stamp Yenturers
was still waiting for paper.

1t seems ingeauous of USPS ta blame Stamp
Venturers for the defay. (]

Plate 188183-1 wss wexigned 1o the 0¢ Tractor
Trailer an March i1, 1991. I was gent to press April
1,1991,

The Universai Vanding Machine coil was sent 1o
Eresu\ug. 17, 1991, It was canceied Sept. 3. 1991

EP made no i ion totals public. TPN has
since leamed that there were 14,000 impressions
and that the prindng ok plece on Aug. 21, 1991..

The maximum number of PNCs printed from
Plate 14 of the 25¢ Flag should have besn
76,482,800, ncx 152.965.500.

Page 72—In reporting use of the Yellow 2 plas in
gxim'.ng E&S staumps, only three plate-number ¢com-

inatdons were mentioned. Also prirsed with Yeliow
2 were A34424 and A34426,

Page 73—The reference 10 E&S A33426 shouid
have been A34426,

Pags 75—Roll sizes given in Data Bank for the
Flag Cver the White Honse wem owt of date. The
poim here, however, was that USPS said there were
no rolls of 100, although there are.

Pages 76-77—The ads on these pages camicd an
incorrect FAX mumber. The correct maumber 15 (216)
752-5002.

Page §2—We quoted Joo Peng of the Stamp Man-
ufnm%:lgivhim of USPS w the effect that the
10¢ Red Cloud stamp waz never intentionally issued
umagged. He was wrong. It was.

Page 83—The ner at the bottam of the fr col-
umn was insdverentdy chnTed off. It should have
;l.id: Ammu[.‘:n. g:nk mﬂlote ad not yeceived m:n or-

er 10 reprint Shields or 10 pri gr-
vized Circus Wagon when we wmwml. Stamp
Venturers alzo said it had not been asked Lo print the
Circus Wagon.”
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Your interest is in PNCs, not the value from 1¢ to $99.99

Continued from Page 87

{In Cleveiand, postal clerks were abuzz
about the fact that the five regional postmas-
ters going to Barcelona would each be ac-
companicd by three postal clerks.|

‘When Ms. Welch retmmed my call, she said
simply: “There 15 no plate number.”

McDowell later confirmed that her infor-
mation had come from him.

On Aug. 6, McDowell blamed the confu-
sion on a breakdown in communications be-
tween USPS and BEP.

McDoweil had not wanted the numbers on
the stamps because of the difficulties the
stamp posed for the Philatelic Sales Division
(PSD).

Pressed about whether the stamps had been
printed after oar July 17 conversation, he ad-
mitted that the stamps had, in fact, been print-
ed last year.

The BEP sleeve is the one we reported on
Page 72 (BEP plate 189136-1), which was
senl to press Aug. 17, 1991, and canceled on
Sept. 3, 1991. No impression total was pub-
licly reported.

TEN has since leamed from BEP that
14,000 impressions were made from it on
Aug. 21, 1991, and that the stamps had a red
plate number. This production {about 6.7 mil-
lion stamps) apparentdy is sufficient for the
one-year test of the system that uses these
stamps.

How it all began

Acconding to Dr. Rabinowitz, USPS was un-
aware of the problems it would face in sales
to collectors if the stamps did camry piate
numbers. Dr. Rabinowitz zaid he facetiously
urged McDowell to throw away all stamps
that had already been printed and stam again
without plate numbers, citing the unnum-
bered official coil stamps as a precedent.

But the American Bank Note (ABN) Co.
verston—which has vertical perforations—
had aiready been delivered Lo USPS and car-
ried an “All" plate number on every 24th
stamp.

Dr. Rabinowitz has learned that thess
stamps were wound incomrectly for the ma-
chines they weremade for, somewhat resem-
bling the “D" stamps printed on the phologra-
vure portion of the A Press. When these “D”
stamps were applied by stamp-affixing ma-
chines, they went on upside down.

On ABN's UVM stamps, the denomination
would have come cut upside down.

The reason for the mishap is that UsP§ gave
improper drawings to Unisys, the manufac-
turer of the machines forABN's stamps.

ABN was to take the stamps back and re-
wind them to correct the error AL press time,
it had not yet been determined who would
pay for the costs of the rewinding.

Why no numbers?

Dr. Rabinowitz's fears were based on sever-
al incorrect premises.

An article by him in Stamp Collector on
July 1 foresaw sales Lo collectors of sels con-

taining the most common current postal rates.

...\JSPS will defirne tha officially cellecti-
ble mint stamps. it seems logical for the
USPS to provide & 19¢ stamp for the post-
al card rata, a 29¢ stamp, a two-ounce
(52¢) and a three-ounce (75¢), several
differant airmails ineluding a 45¢ and 50¢,
perhaps a few others—~and at least one
Express Mail stamp at §9.95.

Dr. Rabinowitz apparently did not realize
when he wrote that in June that a machine at
the PSD would have o chum out all UVM
stamps destined for collectors and dealers, no
matter how slowly,

Sale of sets would have been a nighimare
for USPS, even withoul reference to plae
nambers. PSD decided to put only 29¢ stamps
on sale.

McDoweil said the one machine at the PSD
in Kansas City would be able to tum ont
stamps imprinted with a denomination at
about the speed of an office copier TPN cal-
culated that at about 10,000 stamps in an
eight-hour day, or just a hair more than three
roils of 3,000.

That one machine 15 the only one available
to USPS for imprinting vaines into UVM
stamps for collectors. McDowell envisioned
setting the machine at 29¢ and letting it run.

“Perhaps if we get enough orders, we might
change 1t to a different rate for a day or two
ata time,” he said.

The PSD machine’s daily output is not even
enough 10 meet the requirements of several
PNC dealers who order 1olls by the case. For
exampie, 15 found rolls of 3,000 of the
A32333 Eagle and Shield were too few to
meet collector needs. (Unfortunately, the case
containing those rolis also included other
plate-number combinations).

On July 17, McDowell predicted long waits
in fAlling PSD orders for UYM stamps, espe-
cialiy for dealers who order several rolls at a
time.

But by the tme the July 25 edition of
Stamp Collector amived, McDowell had
changed his mind. This is what Dr. Rabino-
wilz re H

Den McDowell ... says that reil sales cf
variable-rate coils ... will not sceur.

Dr Rabinowitz said this was because the
PSD would have to rewind and wrap the
stamps after the slow process of printing.

Later stll, McDoweli told TPN that the
PSD may decide to sell numbered strips to
collectors and use the scrap to meet other or-
ders. A definitive decision on the methed of
sale was to be made just as TPN went 1o the
printer.

Earlier, McDoweil had told TPN it wouid
not be any easter for collectors who live close
1o cities that are included in the one-year test
of the system. He expected long lines in front
of the machines there, too, if collectors stan-
ed feeding the machines to get plate-
numbered strips.

How to collect
TPN never tells you how to collect. You

are the king of your albem (president if you
prefer). The decisions are yours and vours
alone.

But...

From the point of view of PNC collecting,
only one thing counts: the plate numbet You
may want to mount the horizontal strip from
ABN next to the vertical strip from BEP, The
denomination doesn't matier.

Except for orientation (the perfs), both ver-
stons will be identical in design.

Ken Lawrence said he would prefer 1¢ val-
ues—if they can be made.

McDowell did not think that wouid be pos-
sible.

Stamps being put on sale at the PSD in Kan-
sas City, Mo,, will be sold at first only with a
29¢ denomnation imprinted into them. They
may be ordered in any guantity (aithough it is
not clear how this will square with the ban on
the sale of whole rolls} and camry the usval
$10 minimum orxdering requirement and 50¢
service fee. The item number for the BEP-
printed stamp 1s 7765.

If you order from a dealer, or have a stand-
ing order for new PNC sirips with a dealer,
you may have to be patient.

Several dealers had told TPN they feared
the stamps. informed during the period of
confusion that the stamps wouid carry no
plate numbers, dealer Al Haake heaved a sigh
of relief. “You don’t know what a weight you
have taken off my mind, I dreaded those
things.”

On the other hand, Gerald Clark, a collector
and member of the PNC Study Group, said
he would complain to McDoweil abont re-
movai of the numbers,

McDowell pleaded for suggestions from
collectors as to how they want to collect
UVM stamps. He particularly wanis to hear
from PNC collectors. Write him at Postal
Headquanters, 475 L'Enfant Plaza SW, Wash-
ington D.C. 20260.

How they’ll be sold

‘When the stamps go on sale at a handful of
post offices, the denomination will be differ-
ent for each mailpiece.

BEP plate numbers have a 48-stamp inter-
val, indicating that the stamps were printed
on the C or D Press,

BEP stamps were made for use in machines
manufactured by ECA GARD.

ECA GARD machines will be set up in: the
main post offices in Oklahoma City and Nor-
man, Okla., and in Detroit (Renaissance
Center) and Ann Arbor, Mich; Miami (main
post office, airport, Norand and Qlympia
Heights branches), Washington, D.C. (the
Old Main Post Office near Union Station, the
Ben Frankiin branch at 12th St. and Pennsyl-
vania Ave., the Friendship branch at 4005
Wisconsin Ave, NW., and Martin Luther
King Jr. branch, 1400 L St. N.W.), and Mon-
terey Park and Ervine, Calif,

A machine will be set up at the P3D in Kan-
sas City for filking collector orders. That ma-
chine will not be for public use.
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The Qklahoma City machine was to go into
service on Aug. 20; the others a day later.

ABN printed a slamp perforated vertically
for gse in machines made by Unisys. These
were printed by gravure at Guilford Gravure
on an Andreotti press with Al1 plate numbers
on every 24th stamp.

USPS said the Unisvs sites would be in the
same USPS divisions as the ECA GARDs.
Linn's said the Detroit sites would be Troy,
Scuthfield, and Royal Oak and the Santa Ana
sites would be Alhambra, Garden Grove, and
Anaheim, Calif.

Linn's reported that the Unisys machines
are expected 10 go into service this month.
USP5S was more caulious, saying they would
go into service this year A Seplember stant,
however, seems unlikely now because of the
need to rewind the ABN stamps.

What you will need

You as a collector of PNCs will require one
strip (no matter what the denomination) of
each plate number.

The denomination imprinted intc the stamp
will be of no concem to you, since there will
be a penny-by-penny progression from 1¢ to
$99.99. From our viewpoint, one strip of l¢
stamps showing a plate number in the mddle
would be all we need.

Thrifty people who can get to a machine,
may want to print up 19¢ stamps (the post
card rate). Bul even here, be prepared for
long waits.

McDaowell noted that the experiment with
the two types of machines would mun a year,
giving you lots of time 10 get yours.

Since we are collectors of PNCs, Richard
Nazar, editor of The PNC Catalog and coor-
dinator of the PNC Study Group, said the cat-
alog will sel price estimates on UVMs as
PNCs, not as mint postage. While everything
is not yet decided, the prospect is that the
pricing would be something like this:

Cover Used Mint

Singie 1.00 S50 2.00
Stripof 3 3150
Strip of 5 4.50

Price estimates are for any denomination. Add
face value of mint stamps to price cstimate,

Don’t order strips of 24 or 48

You don't want to buy a sinp of 24 of the
UvMs from Kansas City just to get one ABN
plate number. Nor do you want a sinp of 48
of the BEP version.

That could result in the plate number being
the last stamp on the strip, so to be safe you
should order a strip of 26 or 50, if such saies
are permitted by the PSD. For all of us, sale
of numbered strips, even if limited in guanti-
ty, wouid be a blessing.

Even collectors near machines will have to
overcome great ogds to obtain one numbered
ABN strip. One could stand there a long ume
feeding money into the machine. If one is un-
lucky, the 24th ABN-printed stamp purchased
wonld be the one with the plate number. (The
odds of this happening arc high becanse the
last customer may have been looking for a
plate number, too.) n
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vice in the same five test siles latar tmt year

Plate numbers: One [Red 1 on every 48th stamp)
[Preas: Not stated, probably C or D)

Postage and Mailing Center Stamp to be Issued in Oklahoma City

The fArst Postage and Mailing Center (PMC) machines manufactured by ECA GARD will begin ser-
viee in Oklahoma City, Okla., on Aug. 20. PMCs weigh ilerns for mailing, detzrmine the postage neces-
sary for the desired level of service, and print stamps wath the appropnate amount of postage.

({/SPS Editor's note: Stamp news 92-043 contained detailed information regarding PMCx and the
starmps they will dispense.) (Sea TPN, July 1992, Page 75.]

First-day-of-issue postmarks will be available on 2 handback basis Aug. 20 at the Oklahoma City Main
Post Offize.. ., lacation of one of the PMCs, and for 6 days by mail order.

The Oklahoma City Division is one of five test sites (including Southem Maryland, Miami, Detroil,
and Santa Ana Divisions) for the new PMCs manufactured by ECA GARD. Machines in the other four
sites will begin service on Aug, 21, Another version of the PMC, manufactured by Unisys, will begin ser-

Locatiens of post offices that will have ECA GARD PMCs appear below:

Oklshoma City Diviston: 320 S.W, 5th 5t., Oklahoma City; 129 W. Gray St, Norman,

Detroit Division: 2075 W. Stadium Blvd., Ann Arbor; 1401 W. Font 5t., Detreit.

Miami Division: 2200 N.W. 72nd Ave,, Miami; 18640 N.W. 2nd Ave., Miami; 3801 §.W. 117th Ave.,
Miarmi; Airport Mail Facility, Miami Intemational Airport {lewer level).

Santa Ana Divislon: 2206 Alton Prwy., Irvine; 245 W. Garvey Ave., Monterey Padc.

Southern Marytand Division: 2 Massachusetts Ave. N.E., Washington; 12th (St. N.W.} and Pennsyl-
vania Ave., Washington; 4005 Wisconsin Ave., Washingion; N.W.; 1400 L St N.'W,, Washington.

Cusiomers whe do not have access to a test site may purchase ECA GARD-version PMC stamps with a
29¢ denomination (Item Number 7765) from the Philatelic Sales Division, PO Box 449997, Kansas City,
MO 64144-9997. The usual $10 minimum and 504 handling fee apphies.

Issue: PMC Suarmp (ECA GARD version)

Format: Coils of 3,000

Issue date:  Aug. 20,1992

First-day eity: Oklehoma City, Okla.

Process: Intaglio, BEP

Colorz Blue, red

Size: Image: 71%.82 inches/18.0x20.8mm
Ovenll: .84x.99 inches/21.3x25. lmm

[PNC Catalog Number: BEF version: 29U1X. ABN version will be 29UtA11)Y.]

Philatelic Release 92-068

Runyoh to ax top of USPS pyramid

Postmaster Generai Marvin T. Runyon had
been in office less than a week when he axed
the Postal Service's Olympic sponsorship,
which has cost hundreds of millions of doi-
lars.

A month after he took office, Runyon an-
rounced that he was rcorganizing the top
management levels, cutting 450 to 500 exec-
ulives.

As recently as 15 years ago, the Stamps Di-
vision sent out Limely news releases about
new U.S. stamps. The people in the division
knew stamps.

But one of the things that snowballed at
Postal Headquarters, in addition to the mar-
keting people who gave us cups, T-shirs,
¢locks, and other junk, was public relations.
It simply wasn’t good enough for what is
now called the Office of Stamp and Philatelic
Markenng.to have a news staff. A Communi-
cations Division was set up, made up of peo-
ple who knew nothing about stamps.

USPS had more than 35 assistant postmas-
ters general. One of them is Gordon Morri-
son, a philatelist who heads the Philatelic and
Retail Sales Depanment.

Back in the days of the Post Office Depant-
ment, there were four assistants, and the one
called “third assistant” wag in chame of
things philatelic. What do those other 31 cur-
rent assistant postmasters do?

Runyon is going to strip these guys not
only of their jobs, but also of their fancy ti-
tles. The ones not being axed will become
vice presidents of the Postal Service,

From a stamp viewpoint, maybe Runyon
can be persuaded to close down the Office of
Communication, which has failed to commu-
nicate, communicaled tco lale, communicat-
ed incorreet information, and couldn’t even
answer simple questions about stamps. May-
be they knew what those 35 assistant post-
masters did; about stamps they were sadly
uninformed.

Let's hope the responsibility for putting out
news about stamps goes back 1o the peopie
who work with stamps and that they will be
people wha knew about stamps.

Rumor has it that when the Office of Com-
munications was set up, people who knew
anything about stamps were barred from em-

ployment. (3

NOTICE

Steve Esrati will bLe
on vacaticn most of Oc-~
The offices of
will be closed.

tober.
TEN
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Great Americans pose problems in identification

By the PNC Study Group

The table on Great American lagging and
perforalion varieties takes on a new look
this month as we add plate numbers.

Some questions have arisen since the July
issue.

Doubts about paper

One question was raised by D. John
Shultz who has what he believed to be pre-
phosphored strips of 20 of the 10¢
Red Clond (Plate 2) and the
50¢ Nimitz (Plate 3) that
show a tiny untagged

tagging, which comes in many types, from
flexographic tagging mals 1o various types
of rollers.

To understand it best, we must first ana-
lyze block tagging.

We all recognize block tagging when the
tagging area is made 1o coincide with one
stamp at a time, It is this type of stamp-
sized tagging we have termed block lagging.

Wiw the interest in Great Americans in a magazine dedicated
1o PNCs?
At the World Columbian Expesition, Scott's William H. Hatton explained why the Spe-

extends beyond the pane and inta the sel-
vage, we wouid see lagged selvage.

Printers. of course, attempt to align this
pane tagging with the subject as they Ined
to aiign the smaller stamp-sized block tag-
ging with each stamp.

Which brings us to the major types of
overail lagging:

» Pane tagging for a whole pane. The tag-
ging may or may not coincide exactly with
the pane, so the seivage can determine
overall lagging only when part of
the selvage 1 left untagged.
Rule: if any pant of the

stripe ar the battom of clalizad Cataloguve of U 8. Slamps is incomplete with its data on the Great Amancans, Nobody selvage of ovenll-
P m hac dora the research, Hatton said. Scott Pudlishing, he said, does nat have the personnel to do such iagped stamps is un-
the pane. research and is tepandent ¢n reseanch done by collectors. tagged. the siamp
Both were sub- /' 50 nowwe're doing it. ;gg verllasned
mitted 10 Wayne f  And, just to show that this isn't just an Esratian quirk, Richard Nazar hopes ane day to publish a speciaiized . gi ,
Youngblood, who [ calaiog on the Great Amerieans to o along with his PNC cataleg. noi prephos-
called both over- | In sending this article around the study group, we have mada several new discoveries. The table on this page | Phored. ,
all-tagged. reflects all that we currantly know about the varieties of the Great Americans., « Overall tagging

If this umtagged
stripe were in the
side  sclvage, we
would almost automati-
caliy say that Shuliz is
wrong, Bul since it is al the bot-
tom, that means the untagged stripe
runs across the web. That would militate
against Lhe assumption that the pane was on
prephosphored paper, since it is hard 1o con-
ceive of such a break across the web.

Terminology needs a fix
What we are dealing with here is a glitch
in our terminology. Let's analyze overall

Stamps listed on Paga 110, except for the obsolete stamps shown in boldface type, could still ba found
with new 1agging. But it is likely that there will not be untagged 1¢ or 3¢ Great Americans because USPS
may think it has met the need for those values with the 1¢ Kestre!, 3¢ Bluebird. A prephosphored 30¢
Laubach is similarly unlikely because of the existence of the 30¢ Gardinai,
To the data previously published elsewhers, we have added an untagged 5¢ Mufioz
from Plata 1, an overali-tagged 10¢ Red Cloud frem Plate 2, and an overall-
tagged 15¢ Cecdy from Plate 1, which was omifted from

Linn's Yoarbook in error.

But there is a second type. Here the
"block™ is not one stamp but an entire pane.

In pane tagging, when we look at a single
stamp we call it averall tagging, but the sel-
vage may or may not be untagged. It would
be untagged if the tagging area cancided
exactly with a pane. Bul if the tagging area

applied by a
flexographic mat (as
was done on Cottrell-
printed ENCs). All the
selvage 1s tagged. It is pos-
sible that we may find tagging
breaks similar to the ones we have
founrd on Cottrell-printe¢ PNCs. These
would most probably be aligned at an inter-
val of every two panes, or an interval (in-
cluding all selvage) of 20.

«Overall lagging applied by a tagging
roller. There may be an untagged portion of
side selvage when the roller does not entire-
ly cover the web. But seivage that is otally
tagged does not automatically mean that

Symhbois used in this chart:
L = L-perforator 10.9x 109

& Printeq on an 18 currency press. Tagged off prass.

£ = Eureka off-press buil s-eye 19.2 x 1.2
¥ $5 bookial only 11.2 % 1.2, The $1.50 and $3 (Plate 1) bookiets are block tagged and perforated (10 x 8.6} in-line on Goebe! bock! &-making equipment

Taggmg, plate numbers, and perforation varieties of Great Americans Series
Harrow/phosphorad  Harrow/untagged

Scott L!Illm:k LflJval Harrow/hlock  Harraw/overali

1844 1¢ Dm Li{1.2) A1)

269 2¢ Mary Lyon £, 2

M 4¢ Flanagan EM) Efr)

73 5¢ Mufioz Marin £yt

276 10¢ Red Cloud E() EQ. 2t E(e
A8 15¢ Cody E(.3) EQ.21.3)

1862 20¢ Truman L1 EQ2) EQY

1863 22¢ Audubon L1} E@3)

e 23¢ Cassatt El) E{Y E(K
283z 25 London §5 book E(l, 2%

21832 25¢ London books ¥

1864 30¢ Laubach L) E@) et

1867 38¢ Clark L{1) E(2)

1868 40¢ Gilbreth L) E{2)

2186 40¢ Chennauit E()t E{2)
2188 45¢ Cushing E{1) EQ)t

1869 50¢ Nimitz 15(1,234) EQLD E@.31

%A $1 Hopkins E{1) £ E(ln 2
2196 85 Harte E(1) E(2)E

* Overal| tagging in all seivage. + Untagged area in seivage. £ Lenz paper (solid lagging). . Mottled prephasphoring.
Entries printed in ifafies indicate that these is doubt about the exislence of thesa slamps.
Data first compiled for Linn ‘s World Stamp Aimanac by Wayne L. Youngblood. Updated by the PN Study Group.

A = A Press in-line buli's eye 1122 11.2

E(M Enor

E {1} Intentiomay

E {1, 2) Intentionaliy
E (27} Intentionally

E(?) Error
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this is prephosphorec papet.

Perhaps the answer lies in the observa-
tions of Dr Michael Rybalka in the next
column Lhat we have printed in bold type.

In any event, Wayne Youngbiood has ex-
amined Shultz’s “phosphored” examples
and has found them to be overall-tagged.

Dubious entries

Ancther set of questions, also raised by
Shultz, is for confirmation of the exisience
of stamps we showed in the July table.
Shulz questioned the existence of overail
tagging on the 4¢ Flanagan and the 51 Hop-
kins and was dubious about the existence of
the 5¢ Muficz on prephosphored paper.

Alan Thomson and Youngblood confirm
the existence of the overall-tagged Hopkins,
but both join Shultz in questioning the other
1wo.

Thomson uses this reasoning: *The short
time belween the initial release of the
Mufioz Marin stamp overall-tagged and the
untapgged version hardly seems enough 1o
have squeezed in a phosphored version. it's
not impossible, but it seems unlikely.”

Youngblood examined Shultz’s $1 Hop-
kins from Plate 1 and found it to be overall-
tagped.

The 15¢ Cody was unprecedented. It first
appeared overall-tagged. Block tagging

§1 1 Ot The Plate Number, September 1992

came later. Block-tagged plate blocks from
Plates | and 3 are known (o the study group.

Dr. Michael Rybalka, writing in the May
1989 U.8. Specialist, said of the overall-
tzgged Plate 1:

Unlike other recently issued stamps in
the Great Amaericans Series, however, the
15¢ Buffalo Bill stamp was issued with
overail phosphor tapging of the stamps
ang selvage rather than with the sxpected
block tagging.

... The stamys printed on the D Press
fram Siseve 2 have gverzll tagging, too,
but the wide vertical selvage margins of
post otfice panes are nol tagged.

Dn stamgsz prinled fram Siesve 1 on
the A Prass, all margin zalvage s
tagged.

In adgition, on Sleeve 2 printed panes,
the narrow hcrizontal selvage above ths
sigeve numbers on upper panes is tagged,
whersas the same narcow horizontal sel-
vage below the ZIP inseriptions is not.

This suggests that the flaxographic tag-
ging plate is 20 stamp subjects high and
was mounted on the D Press so that phos-
phor tagging runs from ons ZIP side to
another.

Dr. Rybalka’s reference to untagged sel-
vage and a 20-stamp-high tagging mat may
explain the confusion about the bottom sei-
vage.

In addition, Dr Rybalka proves that it is
possible to have overall tagging from the A
Press in which the selvage is tagged.

Youngblood examined Shuoltz's 15¢ Codys
from Plates 1 and 3 and found them both 1o
be overall-tagged.

Printing history

The informarion in the table on Page 109
comes not only from the list in the {99/
Linn's U.S. Stamp Yearbook, but also from
an analysis of BEP plate-activily reports.

We need not concem ourseives wilth any
of the Great Americans printed cn the Col-
treils because they exist only with the
sreaky overall tagging and uneven-comer
electric-eye perforations we know from
PNCs printed on the Cotirells.

The stamps we list in the table on Page
111 include only those thal come in two or
more lagging or perforation types.

Ken Lawrence believes it to be a mistake
for TPN o ignore stamps in the Great
Americans Senes that do not demonstrate
differences in tagging or perforation.

Among other things, he notes their con-
current status with PNCs. Both sets started
on the Cottrells and were affccted by the de-
struction of two of those four presses in the
1982 fire at BEP.

This could, for instance, have resulted in
tagging breaks on Cottrell-primed Great
Americans just as on the Transportation Se-
ries.

Tagging, plate numbers, and perforations of Great Americans known in only one version
Scolt Stamp L/Cott. Dvarall Lobteck  L/Qverail Harrowdlock  Harrow/overali
2168 1¢ Mikchell E(1)
1845  2¢ Stravinsky 123456
1846 3¢ Clay 12
2170 3¢ White 123
1847 4¢ Schun 1234
1848  5¢ Huck 1234
272 5¢ Black £(12)
1848 6¢ Lippmann 1
1850 7¢ Baldwin 1
1851 8¢ Knox 3,4.5,6%

1852 9 Thayer 1

1853  10¢ Russeil

1854 11¢ Parlridge 23458

1835  13¢Crazy Horse 1234

1856  14¢ Lewis 1

AT7 {4¢Howe E(1,2)
1857  17¢ Carson 123413141516

279 17¢ Lockwood E(1.2)
1858 18¢ Mason 123456

1859 19¢ Sequoyah 39629, 30530

1850  20¢ Bunche 12345678101113

1861  20p Rallaudet 125663

2180 21¢ Carisen E{1)
2183 25¢ Lendon sheet E(12)
2184 28¢ Sttling Buil £
2B4A Z9¢ Warren

1865  35¢ Draw 1234

2185 35¢ Chaver

1866 37¢ Millikan 12,34

219 52¢ Humphray

2161 56¢ Havard E(1)
292 65¢ Amold BN
2193 75¢ Willkie

2194 $1 Revel EQ)
2195 32 Brvan EQ
Bold-faced stamps a1e absolate. Dasign has been replaced.

Harrow/phosphored L/phosphorad

St
51,82




Richard Nazar, who has always protested
against the concentration only on PNCS,
points to concurrent changes in paper types
on PNCs and Great Americans.

That may also be what Jerry Clark found
when he reported that the 45¢ Cushing and
the 50¢ Nimitz printed on Plate 4 of the 1.8
Prass come with paper that is hibrite and
dead in long-wave UV.

These varieties, could be Type I and Type
11 paper.

To meet their objections, and that of Eu-
gene Emst, we aiso present the table on
Page 110.

If we can obtain software that will allow
s 10 make readable time-line charts (realiz-
ing that the atternpt in January 1991 was al-
most unrcadable) we may be able to track
tagging and paper types on PNCs that paral-
lel the Great Americans.

Changes {from press to press

The first Great Americans sheel stamp
moved from the A Press was Plate 2 of the
15¢ Cody, which was assigned to the D
Press on May 31, 1988.

It is not known why the 15¢ Cody was
shifted from the A Press to the D Press in
1988, but it is likely that it was caused by a
need for 15¢ stamps as the rate for post
cards went up that year to 15 cents. It is al-
together possible that the need to print other
rate-change stamps swarmped the A Press.

However, thanks to the eagle eyes of PNC
dealer Craig Selig, it is known that Flate 1
of the 15¢ Cody was repeatedly repaired
and rechromed, although it was in use after
Plate 2 was made for the D Press. The re-
entries show up on the stamps. (For a thor-
ough study, see Georpe W. Brett’s “Re-
Entry at the BEP, Specifically on the 15¢
Cody of 1988,” I/.8. Specialist, June 1992.)

[Rate-change issues aiways pose a prob-
lem to BEP. In 1981, for example, the stamp
for the two-ounce ietter rate, the 37¢ Milli-
kan, came out with upside-down ZIP code
slogans on Flate 4. [t is found upside-down
in all four pane positions. This variety, inci-
dentaily, is not mentoned in the 1992 Scou
Specialized Catalogue of U S. Stamps.)

The rate change may aiso explain why
some 25¢ London booklets were printed on
the A Press, others on the C Press.

The 1e¢ Mitchell, 10¢ Red Cloud, 25¢
London (sheet), and $5 Harte made the
move from the A Press to the C or D Press
in 1991, probably because of the decommis-
sioning of the A Press.

Long after Plate 1 of the §1 Hopkins was
placed on sale as a prephosphored stamp,
USPS announced that it, toa, had been
moved to the C Press with a new plate nom-
ber, 2.

[The ordering numbers for the $1 Hopkins
given in Stamps, ete. are as follows:

[51 overall—10%0.

[$1 prephosphored Plate 1 — N1090.

[$1 prephosphored C Press Plate 2—
D109,

——
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{But what you may get is block tagging on
1090 and overail tagging on N1090. That, at
least, was Alan Thomson's fate.]

Since our most recent BEP report is the
one for Movember 1991, it is safe to say that
olher values may have been switched to
current presses in the meantime.

The only sure test

If experienced collectors can mistake
overall-tagged stamps for prephosphored
ones (because they believed the mamgins to
be the key factor), it is obvious that lelling
two identical stamps—one averall-tagged
and one prephasphared—is not all that easy.

Youngblood demurs. “It is awfully hard to
put it into words,™ he said, “but side by side,
it's quite easy.

“Using the selvage to tell them apant is
misleading, and il can't be done on single
stamps.”

Youngblood does have a sure-fire method,
but it will destroy one stamp philatelically
(although it would still be good for post-
age).

Steve Esrati did this on what he believed
to be prephosphored 50¢ Nimitzes from
Plate 3.

“You scratch an area on the stamp that
shows printing,” Youngblood said. “Then,
under UV if the scraiched area is untagged,
you have scratched off the lagging and the
stamp is overall-tagged. If it is still tagged,
you have scrarched off ink and the stamp is
prephosphored.”

Esrati’s Nimitz tumed oul to be overall-
tagped.

Shiny gum

The 50¢ Nimitz printed on the I-8 curren-
¢y press has shiny gem, as did other values
printed on that press.

But the Nimitz stamp is the only value of
the Great Americans with two types of gum.

Reader comment invited

No, we won't rename TPN. Tt will sull
concentrate on PNCs. But if we can learn
about PNCs from Grear Americans, we'd
like 1o persevere.

Your views are welcome, both for and
against,

But do remember one thing: If it doesnt
interest you, you can always skip it. On the
other hand, you may leam something. O
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E This article has been kicked back :':
¢ and forth five times by Gerald;
¢ Clark, Eugene Ernst, Steve Esrati, ?
¢ Ken Lawrence, Rich Nazar, Wolfgang 5
¢ Schon, D. John Shultz, Alan Thom-
7 son, and Wayne Youngblood. It was
E written by Esrati.
’

B AR

/I.FJJ‘II,'I”I-'IJ'IIJJ’IIIIIIIJIIIIIIII’IA

—_—

Lighthouse’s
PNC supplement

to be a real treat

Specialist collectors of PNCs have a treat
coming when the 1991 supplement for the
Lighthouse PNC album comes out this fall,

The redoubrable Wolfgang Schon, a PNC
collector who is also a principal in the al-
bum company, has added much that the
Scott  Specialized Catalogue of US.
Stamps will probably ignore, inciuding
some varieties.

TPN has seen the working manuscript
for the first bawch of new pages—and is
enthusiastic about them. Here's an album
that allows us to add things we may have
in our collection, but 1o leave them out if
we don’t want these pages.

One exampie is the precanceied 20¢
Flag, which had a page to itself in the pre-
vious album. Now, Schon has added a
space for the “Q line" variety. if you
don't want this page for your “Q} line,”
you can just keep the oid one.

Included on the page for the 23¢ Flags
are two spaces for A222, with thin and fat
red “27s.

For the 29¢ Flag, he has added a page to
allow mounting of the two strips on Lenz
paper as weil as two strips of the “Tcle-
do” brown. This is the first time that
Joann Lenz’s name has made it into print
outside TPN as the idennfier for a type of
prephosphored paper that shows no mot-
ding.

The supplement includes the 29¢ Flag
Over the White House and the 10¢ Eaple
and Shield.

On the Transportation Series, there are
spaces for all ragging varieties as tagging
moved from block 1o overail and prephos-
phored and on to intentionally untagged.

Pity poor Wollfgang! Should he include
all the plate-number combinations that
were printed for the E&S or should he pro-
vide spaces only for the ones that have
been found by collectors?

This is not just an academic question
because an album manufacturer does not
want to be accused of adding supplement
pages later just to spur sales.

Schén chose to include the two combi-
nations of the E&S thal have not yet been
found mint by collectors: A12213 and
A33334, Perhaps by the time the suppie-
ment reaches us this fall, the strips will
have been found.

It's not easy Wrying to outguess USPS, ei-
ther. Wolfgang left lots of blanks for
stamps not even imagined yet. (]
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Red line moves through shield of E&S
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allow reproduction by TPN's crude printing system.
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Stephen G. Esrati
P. Q. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, CH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
Postage Guaranieed,
Address Correction
Requested

IF BOX 18 GHECKED
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
HAS EXPIRED

Plate and mat varieties
Part XLI
By A.S. Cibulskas

1¢ Omnibuos

a. B Press, Plate 2. Three small ventical dash-
es to middle of “1." Constant at 3L. (Liu}

10¢ Eagle and Shieid

a, Number A43326. This needs explana-
tion. Horizontal red line staming just 1o the
left of the shield, extending almost to the
right edge of the shicld. Thick and blotchy,
probably negating a doctorblade explana-
tion. The line moves down constantly and
crosses about 100 stamps, disappears entirely
for about 75 stamps, and then reappears at
the bottom of the blue field. The cycle con-
tinues throughout the roll. The photocopy
shows two telative horizontal positions. {(A.
Thomson)

11¢ Caboose

a. P/C Plate 1. Mat variety. Horizontal “ar-
rowhead” just above bottom precancel line at
left of the stamp. Constant at 4L. (Tison)

29¢ Flag, White House
a. Plate 3. Bottom of plate number uninked.
{Multiple reports)
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