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USPS MUZZLES PRINTERS, DENIES DATA TO COLLECTORS

You are being denied informartion by the Postal Service.

What kind of information? For starters, such fundamen-
tals as plate sizz, type of press, or the plare-number interval
on PNCs. Or the date and place of issue of new stamps.

Burt even more fundamentally, you are denied explana-
tions of how things happened. To citc a recent example, we
could not be told by American Bank Note Co. whar really
happened to the 19¢ Fishing Boar waste at Multi-Color
Corp. ABN’s spokespcrson said: “I am directed to refer all
questions to the Postal Service.”

TPN tried desperately to tell you about the plate num-
bers on the 29¢ Jeflerson stamp. We were blocked.

In same instances, you hear of stamps 10 be released only
after they have been issued. To recall one infamous exam-
ple: For the original 10¢ Eagle and Shields, the announce-
ment was printed just two days before the firse day. The
philatelic press got the announcement after the stamp was
issued. That made it tough for FDC collectors who want
real (unofficial) first-day cavers. .

The FpC-maker, Aremaseer, recently sent out this nutice
ta dealers:

We recently sent our an order form ... about ... the
Rock 8 Roll booklet, which we think is coming out June
14. Geuing information from the Postal Service has
been extremely difficult and ic turns out thac the cariier
plans won't work. Apparcntdy, the bookler pane of eighe
will not fit on a legal-size envelope (ic's too long). (My em-
phases)

The blame for the paucity of information falls squarcly
on the Pastal Service. In the distanc past, we could ask
stamp professionals in the Postal Service whar you needed
0 know. They don’t work there any more.

In the more recent past, we could ask the public relations
offices at the printers for technical data you needed to
know. The Burcau of Engraving and Printing, Stamp Ven-
turers, and American Bank Note Co. were ali helpful.

It was Richard Sennett’s son-in-law, Robert Lane, who
explained that the 29¢ Flower was being printed on a
“Champlaign” Press (he insisted thac the “g” was correct,
bur he was wrong} in 13 strips of 33.

Lane’s wife, Sandra, provided all manner of data as we re-
ceived skerchy, incomplere news releases from Postal Head-
quarters.

At BER Leah Akbar and Mary Halscll did their utmost o
cur through the fog put up by the Postal Service.

And at American Bank Note Co., several helpful persons
provided us with answers, including the mass of dara we
have published about the 10¢ Eagle and Shield stamps and
the “G” stamp coils.

Bur all that is over. They can't walk any more. Some
frigheened bureaucrat at Postal Headquarters has ordered a
blackout, or, to put it in another way, an unconstitutional
prior restraint of your First Amendment righrs

As Marc Fleming, the official spokesperson for Stamp
Venturers, said after consulting a delegation of Usps ofh-
cials who visited the Wiscensin offices of Banta Corp.
where Fleming is statoned: “That information has w
come from our customner, the Postal Service.”

And the Postal Service either does not know or will not
tell.

Once upon a time, we could call Jack Williams, manager
of the Stamp Management Branch, to ask questions, or
Linda Foster, who edited the plate-activity reports in the
Stamps Division. Now, we must call an office wermed
“Corporate Relatons.” The employees in that office carry
the ride of “Product Publicity Specialists.” Most stamp
journalists belicve that not a soul among them knows any-
thing about stamps and cannot understand why we ask so
many questions.

They have to ask others about what we wanr to know.
They even ask us questions they should know the answers
to. When we sought to find out just whar low values were
to be left unragged after the 10¢ Columbian was left un-
tagged, we were asked: “Whar is tagging?”

They try hard, but we don't get the answers you need.

What on earth is so secret about the way the Postal Ser-
vice prints stamps? Why can we not be told? And wihy
can't we have stamp people to answer stamp questions in
what should properly be called the Public Infarmation
Office, not “Corporate Relations.”

Who is behind this unconstitutional news blackouc? And
why is it being done? Stephen G. Esrati
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Paper specifications are not

LETTERS: e pection an o

In response to your Freedom of Information request sent
to the U.S. Postal Service on March 16, 1993, Mr. Run-
yon asked that my office respond with the information you
requested and 1o prepare this package for your use.

Enclosed, please find two documenss: the relevant section
af our 1986 samp conrract that included the old paper re-
quirements and our paper specification, USPS-P-1191, Paper,
Starnp, issued May 24, 1991, Prior to that datc, the Postal
Service did not have stamp paper requircments in specih-
cation format,
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As T understand it, neither set of requirements is consid-
ered to be confidential information by the Postal Service.
We are releasing this information to you and hope this is
what you are looking for. I apologize that you went
through the various inquiries before you got the right ma-
terials.

Michael F. Spates, Manager
Stamp Acquisition and Distribution

So many stamps, such big profits!

Twenty or so years ago, plate-block collecting was very
popular. Then the UsPs (or USPOD) decided w expand
things so that it required six, eighe, ten, or even more
stamps to make up a “plate block.” As a result, the special-
ized hobbyist threw.up his hands in disgust and aban-
doned plare-black collecting,

It's not convenient to have to try to mount a full sheet of
50 to have a plate block. Of course USRS was happy about
it, as collectors would now be required to salt away a larger
number of stamps for their collections, which meant more
profits from the sale of stamps that would never see use as
postagc—gee! [ thought that was the primary reason for is-
suance: postage.

Now we're seeing an alarming trend in PNCs, unfortu-
nately, and [ fear the worse from the standpoint of collec-
tors. Already we've had at least 25 different numbers on
the Eagle and Shieid stamp, and Heaven only knows how
many more will be forthcoming. It's getting to the ridicu-
lous seage now.

Then there are the Transportation stamps, with their
many numbers, only to be reprinted on phosphored paper,
ar by two or more firms using the same design but differ-
ent colors and methods, wmgging gaps and/or varieties, un-
announced “first days” of reprints, etc., all of which gets to
be a chore instead of fun. In some instances it gets w be
pretty darned expensive as well, especially when a person
forks over a sizable amount for a particular plar number
in supposedly small quantities, only to find out later have
amazingly been “discovered” by a fortunate dealer or two.
When the price takes a dramatic drop because of these
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newly discovered quantitics, does the collector ger a re-
fund? Sure he does, in dreams only.

[r reply: Nat sa. Some new-issues dealers offered 1o take
back the high-priced items for any reason (including lower
prices later). One dealer’s new-issues sales slips say: “If you
do not want any of these, send them back.” No time limit
is stated. The writer of this lecter has, in fact, rerumed
stamps to that dealer for full credic. Some other dealers
also made such offers, especially on E&sS A32333 and A43334.
Dealers are not crooks.]

From the dealer’s standpoint, all is well, and the more the
metrier, as it means more sales and, therefore, mare profits.
But it isn't all peaches and cream for the dealer, cither, as
he must buy full rolls (presumably) in order wo cull cut the
saleable PNCs and then dispose of the gigantic amount of
unsalable remainders, which I'm sure he dumps ar an at-
tractive discount to someone who can use them, and there-
by save a little bit of postage for his own fArm. Nathing
wrong with that.

[In reply: The writer does not really understand the PNC
marketplace. In the pase several years, most PNC dealers
have forgone the chase after new numbers, the purchase of
rolls of up to 10,000 stamps, and the disposal of waste. In-
stead, they have turned more and more to wholesalers,
who spend a small fortune in phone calls to find the new
numbers, obtain them, strip our the numbered strips, and
dispose of the waste. The most successful of these wholesal-
ers in finding new numbers has been Dr. Robert Rabino-
witz, who was the first to find more than a dozen of the
EAS numbers. The onc number he could not find has never
been found. Collectors who seek completeness, owe Dr.
Rabinowitz a word of thanks for his herculean efforts.]

The critical point of all this is that sooner or later we're
going to find swarms of PNC collectors abandening the spe-
cialty, as they become averwhelmed by the quantities com-
ing from a half dozen or more printers, each of whose pro-
duction will show slight differences and, therefore,
collectible varieties. As the number of collectors dwindle,
the volume of sales also dwindles, and the deaier is going
to be left holding the bag,

In my judgment, something must be donc to control the
flood of issues. I cannot see any valid reasoning foc the
USPS to farm out its prindng orders to private firms. 1f the
BEP cannot producc what’s needed, why cant the BEP be



updatzd so it can? The more private printng firms that are
involved, the morc varicties, errors, early releases, unau-
thorized releases, etc., are going to occur—and the more
collecrors who will become disenchanted,
Enough is enough. PNC collecting is sall an attractive spe-

cialty. Let’s keep it thar way.

George E. Kuhn

Fruitland Park, Fla.

What the heck is this?
I had to tell someone this, so you're elected. A while back
I saw something queer on a precanceled 8.5¢ Tow Truck. It
appearcd wo be a blemish or smirch, possibly a natwral in-
clusion. Under magnification it appeared as a “15” with a
shortened “1.” This was abowe the usual position of the
plate number, between the two tires and just slightly ro the
right of where the plate number should be.
[ call ir the “Hidden Unknown Plate Number.” Would
you want to sce such a ridiculous thing?
R.N. Nelson
Decarur, IH.
in reply. Cerainly!
{Nelson did send it in, and it was a paper inclusion.)

Railroad tracks again

I acquired a pardal roll of 4¢ Stagecoach, Plate 1 and 2,
and while looking for a tagging break, I noticed two un-
tagged lines similar to precancel lines. This is on all my
starnps from a roll chat originally had 500 samps.

I have never scen this variety for sale or listed anywhere. I
do not know what caused it or just what it should be
called. Can you help?

Joe B. Knighe
New Bern, N.C.

in reply. What you have found is as old as PNCs. Larry G.
Haynes once dubbed it “railroad tracks.”

Here’s what happened: The precancel mar on one of the
old Coutrell presses that was used for both precancels and
tagged stamps (before the BEP firc thar desroyed owo Cot-
teil presses) wore our the pressure roller against which it
was run. When the precancel mat was removed later and
replaced by a tagging mar, the pressure where the precancel
lines had been was insufficient, with the result that the tag-
ging was omirred on the worn-out part of the pressure roll-
cr. The phenomenon can alsa be seen on the 20¢ Flag and
11¢ Caboose, which were printed on the B Press. There,
the 11¢ Caboase shows the shape of the 20¢ Flag when
viewed under v lighe,

We never gave these Caboose freaks a name, but “railroad
tracks” would seem to fie for the Cottrell samps.

‘What happened to the UVMs?

Did you nouce that the current edition of the Stamps, exc.
slicko mag from the UsPS does not even mention the ECA-
GARD variable-rate coil? My last order for five PNC strips of
this one has been on back order for the last threc months. T
fear for its very exisence. The check was cashed, of course.
That’s one hell of a way to run a business. Maybe a letter
to Mr. Runyon would help clear up this contnuing mud-

The Piate Number, July 199383

Pedro’s World of PNCs
by Pedro Ortagon. M.D.

And don’t come 10 another game of five-card stud until you
learn vhat an A32333 beats an A33334!"

dle at Kansas Ciry,
Dick Koenig
Tucson, Ariz.

Ins reply: By the dme you read this, you may have. received
the new, improved, shiny gum ECA-GARD stamps. That’s
what the cave has been shipping.

As o the cashing of your check, readers who charge their
purchases by credit card have found thar if USPS doesnt
deliver, they can complain to their credit-card companies
1o have the charges taken off.

Big red smear covers stamps

Do you have any ideas of whar this is? I found it at the
end of a roll of untagged 1¢ Omnibus.
Edward D, Gould
Roscommon, Mich.

In reply: The red ink covering the left edge of this strip
was applied by the pressmen to tag the roll for destruction
because of some problem during printing. The right side
of the strip appears soiled and mangled. That may have
been why the pressmen wanted the stamps deszroyed.

Is there a phosphored 15¢ Cody?

I'm not convinced that the 15¢ Cody was not issued on
prephosphored paper. 1 have a lower left plate block from
Plate 1 with ragged margins, in which the inked portions
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of the design are considerably brighter in Uv than the
inked pordons of an averall-tagged platc block from Plate
1 with untagged margins. This is what onc might expect if
the ragging were under the ink rather than on top of it.
Rabert L. Kugel
Norwatk, Conn.

In reply. Wayne Youngblood examined a Derroit-area
reader’s alleged prephosphored Codys at the PNC? regional
meetng at the Plymoucth Show. His finding: Overall
tagged.

He continues to say he has never seen 2 prephosphored
Cody.

The doubled 5 was the second double

In the May issuc you reported a used single of the E&s
A43335 sent in by Howard Moser with a doubled 5, and
you asked if anyone has seen anything like it. Sec Page 91
of the Scptember 1992 issue, in which [ reported a dou-
bling of the 3 on A22113. The doubling on my strips is not
as dramaric as the one illustrared in the May issue.

Doug lams

San Jose, Calif.

Numbers on roll seals

1 have just received two rolls of the 19¢ Fishing Boar
with the numbers A5556. | noticad that the smalt white tape
holding the roll together inside the shrink wrap had a
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number. One roll was marked “245,” the other “320.”

Do these have any significance?

Dick Koenig
Tucson, Ariz.

In reply. Before American Bank Note Co. was stopped
from answering reporters’ questions, 7PN was told that
the numbers represent one set going through the coiling
machinery. On small rolls, which arc printed 19 across, all
19 rolls ger the same number. Cn large rolls, which are
printed 20 across, all 20 rolls get the same number.

It's an invernal control measure which was started recent-

ly. That explains why not all Fishing Boats have the,

Some Rushmores are hard to find

I've been cracking the reports of finds of used Rushmores
and White House issucs in Coil Line and the Coil Line per-
centages are very similar to the 7PN percentages. There
has been less of a regional bias in the Coil Line reports re-
cently than there had been in the past, so the percentages
should give a good indicadon of what is being found.

There has been plenty of time by now for quanttics of
Rushmores from Plares 5, 8, and 9 to show up, if they are
our there, bur their reparted quantities remain low. The 9s
were reported to have had a faitly wide distributon, but
evidently it was wide bur not deep.

Ken Lawrence was correct when he noted thar stamps is-
sued in the large roll sizes get used just like any other
stamps, but he may have missed a point. He correcty
pointed out thar stamps from different roli sizes are used
by different groups of mailers and chat typical recipients
arc also divided into different groups. The question is
whether the different recipient groups supply the coliccting
world in equal percentages of whart they receive. It is en-
tirely passible that ane graup supplies a larger or smailer
percentage of what it receives, which would mean the roll
size associated with that group would be over- or underrep-
resented.

Take a look at the Whiwe House and Rushmore issues.
The only White House that appears only on rolls larger
than 100 is Plate 5 and it is the plare with the lowest per-
centage in the 7PN White House wable. The Rushmores
that appear only in roll sizes greater than 100 are Plates 2,
5, 6, 8, a11111, and A22211, and all of them were availabie
in lower quantities than the numbers that were available in
rolls of 100 with the excepdon of Plate 9.

Since we have no printing data on the Rushmores or
White House, no one can say whether the low reports for
the plates from the larger rolls is due w low printung quan-
tities or duc to their roll size. But the fact remains that
they have been reported in lower quanttes.

Doug Jams
San Jose, Calif.

Denson wrong on Plate 3 Sleighs

Ed Denson’s article in 7PN was interesting, bur he’s way
off base.

* Other dealers don’t seem to be having any rouble sup-



plying Plate 3 of the 5.2¢ Sleigh.

» If the supplies have wuly dried up the prospective ask-
ing price in the next several years should be in the $500
range instead of the paltry $230-$310 prediction he
makes for this spring.

In my estimarion, the price of 5.2T3 might well go w0
equal that dastardly 20¢ Fire Pumper Plawe 2 which is four
times as high for a strip of five than a smip of three. Can
the price imbalance for the 5.2¢ be far behind in this sort
of imbalance?

George Kuhn
Fruitand Park, Fla.

What paper is used for what?

I think I wili sddk with my theory that whichever roll of
paper is closest o the press is the one used. The new paper
specs will apply—excepr when they don’e.

Tivo different offset/intagio papers, same stamp

The May issue was a delighe, especially the piece on the
paper specs. I am glad things will be easier, or will they?

Enclosed is a photocopy of a pane of 20 of the 29¢ Cher-
okee Strip with the plate numbers “A4/4444.” It is overall
tagged and has a vertical untagged stripe running through
the first column of stamps.

But on panes with the numbers “A2/2222” and “AS5/4444”
the stamps arc on motted prephosphored paper. The three
sheets also show different UV colors in short- and long-
wave,

In reply. Thank you, thank you, thank you. Ir is reader in-
put like yours thac helps clear up what we do not know.

As you will sce on Page 92 of this issue, BEP could not get
by with just three papers. It still breaks them down by roil
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size and by rhe prindng process w be used. Our source in
the May issue, Dr. Alim Fatah, may not have intended for
us o inrerprer his remarks as we did. In any event, there
are more than three papers under the new specs. Sce the ar-
ticle on Page 92 of this issue.

Specifically, the Cherokee Strip stamps were printed on
two different ones:  offset/untagged  and  offsct/
prephosphored. The offset/untagged paper was overall
tagged on press, leaving the tagging break, which is prob-
ably the edge of the tagging roller.

Gum Breakers on 17¢ Carson

On many of my blocks from Plates 15 and 16 of the 17¢
Carson, there arc gum breakers, many of which are hard 1o
see. They show up best in the margins.

The tagging, by the way, on Plates 15 and 16 is nor ac all
as it should be on overall ragging, bur only in small areas
of the two lefimest columns of stamps.

I reply: Plates 15 and 16 were printed on Press 803, as
proven by the fact that some of them show tagging breaks.
The poor tagging may be the result of thar.

You arc fortunate in having duplicare copies of these
piate numbers. They carry a premium.

Overall tagged 31 Hopkins

My overall-tagged $1 Hopkins does not have an un-
tagged margin. But it does have two tones in the selvage,
like when you roll paint on a wail and overlap a seam.

In repfy. We have given up our belief that there were no
overall-tagged Hopkinses. But we would still like to sec
one with an untagged sclvage. Since they were printed in
panes of 20, we don’c kriow where that could be.

Carol Motehouse
Carlsbad, Calif.

Multi-Color did not improperly dispose of coil waste;
Rooster’s later tagping was all in one offset-press run

USP'S correct on intaglio colors

In “The wie of the two roosters,” the
Postal Service was correct when il report-
ed that two intaglio colors (PMS 1795) and
(PMS 485) were used to print the 29¢ Hap-
pY New Year Stamp even though only one
intaglhio plate number is seen in the sel-
vage, a spokesperson for American Bank
Note Co. said,

The press used can print up to three in-
taglio coiors on the same plate, ABN told
TFPN.

She explained that the inking pad dips
into the ink and places it on the proper
place on the plate.

The stamps were originally printed in
one offset run and one intaglio run. But
when the stamps were tested for phosphor
meter units (PMUs), they failed to ernit
enough phasphorescence to activate fac-
er-cancelers.

ABN ncked the Postal Service for per-

mission to add a tagging block. Permis-
sion was given, and the stamps that had
already been produced were run through
the offset press a second time, when a tag-
ging block was printed on top of the inta-
glio. Those early stamps, which have
turned out difficult to find, show some
reflection on top of the intaglio feathers,
caused by the lacquer in which the tag-
ging is suspended.

Later, a mgging station was added o the
six-color offset press for the sake of
efficiency. The stamps printed like that
have the intaglio on 1op and the color ap-
pears mat when viewed at an angle
against a light.

The offset-over-intaglio stamps have
been found only with intaglio plate num-
bers 2 and 3. Further reports are welcome.

We got it wrong on Multi-Color,

but ABN is barred from telling us why
In the May issne we carried & report of

the finding in a dumpster of imperforate

coil waste from 19¢ Fishing Boats.

In the story, “The periis of dumpster
diving,” we said Multi-Color Corp., the
subcontractor that printed the smamps for
American Bank Note Co., had improperly
disposed of the waste.

A spokesperson for ABN lold TPN the
story was wrong, as we sort of suspected
because Muld-Color is a security printer
and cannot simply dispose of accountable
paper by tossing it in a dompster.

“lI know the whole story, and can
straighten you out,” TPN was twold by an
ABN spokespersan, “but I have to clear it
with the Postal Sexvice,”

And then the gag rule went out. Our
contact was unable to “straighten us out.”

From Linn's we learned that Ted Zaiter
of Muli-Color had said that the wasle
was incinerated in Indianapolis with rep-
tesentatives of Multi-Color and the Postal
Service witnessing the destruction.

We were also wrong about Multi-Color
when we said it was no longer printing
stamps for ABN. It is still printing book-
lets.
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Youngblood solves paper puzzle

By Stephen G. Esrati

Wayne L. Youngblood. a member of the PNC Swdy Group and
editor of Scott Stamp Monthly, presented his tagging slide show
at the regional meeting of the Plate Number Coil Collectors Club
(PNC3 ) at the Plymouth Show in Plymouth, Mich., in late April.

Near the front of the room Youngblood had set up Alfred “Tag”
Boerger’s old Uv display case, in which stamps could be viewed
in ordinary as well as Uv light.

In this exhibit he had two stamps that had been damaged when
they went through the facer-canceler.

+On a 29¢ Tulip—which is printed on the solidly prephos-
phored paper we have been calling Lenz paper—the skinned
area showed up untagged under the UV light.

* On 2 29¢ Flag over Mt Rushmore—which was printed on
mottled prephosphored paper—the skinned area continued to
plow brightly.

Youngblood's conclusion from this is that mottled paper is pre-
phosphored by having the phosphors in the paper mash and that
Lenz paper is coated with phosphots afier the paper dries.

Qur terminclagy

The business of prephosphored papers, which has been a bone
of contenticn among members of the study group for more than
a year, now needs some simple terms to describe the two types
of paper.

Fishing Boat printed on wrong paper

Lenz paper is surface coated

Mottled paper is through and through

As you will see on Page 84 of the July 1992 issue of TPN, we
called bath paper prephosphored then and did not take a stand as
to when the phosphoring was done.

Since then, we have fudged by calling one paper Lenz paper
and the other mottled,

Although mottled exactly describes what we see, we cannot
expect that everyone from now until eternity will know that
Lenz paper was named for Joann Lenz, who first noticed it on
Plate 6 of the Rushmores.

Further, although she may feel some pride in becoming part of
stamp history through her discovery, Mrs. Lenz appears a bit un-
easy about references to “her” paper.

It is, therefore, necessary 1o come up with two terms that still
exacty describe what we see without having to know anything
about how the paper is made.

The TPN usage from now will be:

29F6—Flate 6 of the Flag ever ML Rushmore on mottled prephosphored
pipex

29F&}—Platz 6 of the Flag over Mt Rushmom o solid prephosphored paper.
(]

‘Garbage collector’ finds untagged gold

Cam Wolff—who calls herselfl a *“garbage collector"—sat
through Wayne Youngblood's slide lecture at the Plymouth
{Mich.) Show on April 24 and heard him say that “virtually all
tagged slamps exXist as untagged errors except slamps printed on
prephesphored papers—except one.”

The excepton, Youngblood said, was the 19¢ Fishing Boat with
the numbers “A5555.” That strip, he said, was printed accidentally
on untagged paper intended for the 10¢ undenominated Eagle and
Shield (see box on opposile page).

Afier the meeting broke up, Ms. Wolff showed a group of collec-
tors some of the treasures she had found in posi office trash cans,
including a postal card with a Fishing Boat bearing the numbers
“AS555," that was canceled by a carrier’s four-bar oblilerator.

She had donated the card to PNCP as a door prize, but nobody
chose it, and she recovered it Ron Maifeld spouted the cancel
{which indicates that thc stamp had not gone throogh a facer-
canceier and often signals the presence of an untagged stamp). He
borrowed Joann Lenz's UV lamp to check it. It was the unmgged
efTor.

But the card was even better than that It bore a computerized
change-of-address label applied and dated (March 4, 1993). That
would be an carliest known use (although the exact date of mailing
in February remained unknown).

The card had been mailed in Livonia (the town next 1o Ply-
mouth) and a rush immediately began to the USPS booth at the
show, hoping to find remnants of the roll.

And there they were! Joann Lenz obtained remmants of a roll of
500 at face from the USPS booth at the Plymouth Show.

In subsequent days, collectors checked all Detroit-area post
offices, urning up a handful of other rolis of 500.

Ms. Wolff's find of the untagged error was not the first. A day or

50 after the PNC? regional meeting, PNC*'s Cail Line for May arrived
with an ad from Dr. Jerry Miller in South Carolina offering un-
tagged strips of five for $25. He sold single stamps at $1.50.

Dr. Miller said he found them around the last week of March af-
ter having bought two strips in & post office and having noticed
that they were untagged.

When 7PN called him, Dr. Miller limited quantities 1o two swips,
saying: “I'm a member of the PNC Club, and | want to give as
many of them a chance 10 get them.”

But before he imposed his limit, Dr. Miller had sold more than
$920 worth (18 numbered strips and 322 singles) to Bruce Menia
of upstate New York. (It was Menia who had provided Young-
blood with samples of the stamp, spurring the flurry of activity in
the Detroit area.}

Menia said Dr. Miller had told him that Menia had bought out all
that was left of Dr. Miller's first find. But Dr. Miller subsequently
found more, eventually offering Mcnia and Frank Marrelli rolls at
$1,100. He offered rolls 1o other dealers at $1,000, but the price
appeared to be negotiable.

What's more, Dr. Miller charged Marrelli $35 a strip for four
suips, $10 above his own retail price. Marrelli, a wholesaler, later
withdrew the four strips, saying “They’re being found all over.”

Menia subscquently resold most of his strips to a deaier. He had
seven strips left al a regional meeting of PNC3 at Boxborough,
Mass., where he was offercd as much as S80 a strip by eager buy-
ers. He sold them at $50.

Withdrawal of stocks is denied by USPS

Later, when a friend of Menia's tried to obtain more stamps from
Dr, Miller, Dr. Miller said he had none ieft, Menia said. The
friend, Menia said, then atiempted to obtain them from post



offices in Dr. Miller’s area. but was told that all rolls of the 15¢
Fishing Boat had been withdrawn from sale.

[Denis Fuller, a South Carolina dealer, said it was unlikely that
any post office except the main suton in Columbia, 5.C., Dr.
Miller’s home town, would have had any coils of 500 of the Fish-
ing Boat in the first place. He said the other stations never carried
rolls of 500.]

TPN also was told that an accountable paper clerk in Detroit had
been ordered by Postal Headquarters in Washington to check for
untagged rolls and to destroy them.

A call to James Tolbert, head of the USPS Stamp Management
Branch, msuited in a promise to check and call back. The callback
came from Robin Minard of the Corporate Relations Department

“We have no knowledge of this happening,” Minard said. *We
have not heard of the stamp, and until we do, we have 1o treat it as
arumor, although I know that Lian's is going to have a story about
this. Can you send us a sample? We'd hike to find out how you can
tell an untagged stamp from a tagged one.”

TPN suppiied Minard, and presumably Tolbert, with an un-
tagged example, as well as a sample of tagged stamps from a roll
with the same piate number, suggesting that they go downstairs to
the philatelic store in Postal Headgquarters to use its UV Jamp, if it
has been replaced afier a theit last year.

Minard later acknowledged the existence of the stamps, saying
they were a mistake, printed on the wrong paper. She said ABN es-
timated that a total of 8,843 rolls had been printed. That means
some 175,000 numbered strips could exist.

{Since all strips that could exist are seldom found for coilectors,
this totai should be compared to Eagle and Shield A32333 (239,541
maximum PNCs) or A313334 (375,117 maximum PNCs).]

In the middle of May, Dr. Robert Rabinowitz found a suppiy of
the stamps, bringing the retail price down to $12 for a VF-XF stip
of five.

The site of his find was not known, but previous finds had been
made in South Carolina, Florida, Michigan, 1llinois, and Missouri.

How did the untagged error happen?

We had been told previously by ABN that Guilford Gravure was
printing Eagle and Shields with the numbers A999% when produc-
ton was switched 1o the 19¢ Fishing Boat. At first, stamps with
the numbers A5555 were printed. Then the black plate had 10 be re-
placed and the press run was completed using A5556. When the
Fishing Boats were ont of the way, E&5 production resumed for
A9999, but the blue plate had to be replaced. A rechromed Plate 8
was substtuted. resutting in E&S A89999.

Could all that to-and-fro have caused the prindng of Fishing
Boats on E&S paper, we asked.

“No,” was the reply from ABN. “We have controls in place
where we check the paper before it goes on press. But we're
checking on it.”

Unfortunately, we could not learn from ABN what its inquiries
may have uncoversd. ABN (and all other printers) were muzzled
during the first week of May. We asked USPS to explain how the
Fishing Boats got to be printed on “essentially uniagged"” paper, as
A.S. Cibulskas has termed them (See box above). But we only got
an acknmowiedgment that the uniagpged siamps do exist and that
they were caused by being printed on the wrong paper.

But, thanks to Alan Thomson of the PNC Study Group, we can
say with certainty, that the untagged ertor was not caused by print-
ing on untagged E&S paper.

The wide geographic disiribution of the untagged error, would
secm 1o indicate that it is possible that a whole roll of “essentially
uniagged” paper was printed with Fishing Boats.

To bolster that theory, it is known that the boxes in which the
stamps were packed contain both 1agged and untagged stamps.
This indicates that Guilford was totally unaware of the fact that it
had printed on wrong paper and was shipping them only by plate
number.

But one of the problems with censorship is that the censor can
never completely stop the truth from emerging. This time, it some-
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Untagged Fishing Boats not on E&S paper;
they’re on unphosphored Fishing Boat paper
(and they're not reaily imtagged

When Wayne Youngblood first spoke of the unmagged 19¢
Fishing Boats, he said they had been erroncously printed on
paper intended for the untagged 10¢ Eagle and Shields.

To prove it, Youngblood examined the stamps side-by-side
under shortwave UV, and the stamps appeared the same. .
Alan Thomson, however, did not accept that idea. “I think

they were printed on a faulty web,” he said.

“I 100k both types of E&S stamps and the untagged Fishing
Boat and looked at them under longwave UV, 1 found 1 was
locking at three different papers.” Thomson said.

A different test was tried by TPV, We placed tagged and
untagged Fishing Boats, bath showing the numbers *A5$s5,”
under iongwave UV. Under those conditions, the two strips
were identical, whether seen from the gum side or the face,

The stamps were supposed to be printed on prephosphored
paper. The tagged stamps are on prephosphored paper that is
I| tagged solid, meaning that the paper is phosphor coated. !

Thomson also said that Scott Adams had noriced that there b
are some traces of green phosphor on the unlagged stamps. :
When TPN examined the stamps under 10-power mag-
nification in shontwave UV, there were threadhike phosphores- |
cent areas on the stamps.

[A.S. Cibulskas made comparisons to ABN's 23¢ USA
stamps and found speckles of bright stuff on them, toc; but
they tumed out to be high-bright inclusions, not phosphor |
crystals. ]

Since we can no longer find out from ABN what its invest-
gaton found, we shall come up with a theory:

Thomson is correct. The stamps were printed on a paper
on which the phasphor coating did not adhere for some
reasont or other, or In which the phosphor crystals were
not properly suspended before coating.

Whether the stamps should be calied untagged is now open
to discussion. Cibulskas calls them “essentially untagged.”

Meanwhile, we were 10ld by Robin Minard of USPS that the
results of ABN's intcrnal investigation will not be distmibuled
to the stamp-coliecting public by the Postal Service.

how got to Youngblood, who reporied it in Flasa, the updatng
service of Scott Siamp Monthly.

When untagged Fishing Boat stamps were tirst located, there was
much spaculation as to their cause, since the stamps were printed
on phosphor-coated paper. Because phosphor-coated paper nas the
phospharescent coating applied by the paper producer, standard
untagged errors are not possible.

Many collectors came to the conciusion that the stamps were
grim'%d an the wrong paper, perhaps that of the 10¢ Eagle and

hiaid.

Some time later it was discovered that, under magnification and
ultraviolet light, microscopic flecks of taggant could be faund on
the stamps.

Scott submitted exampins cf the Fishing Boal stamps to Ameri-
can Bank Ncte Co., the contractor. AGN responded through the
USPS and stated that the slamps were indeéd printed on the wrong
paper, an untagged stock. The microscopic fiecks of taggant, it was
surmised, originatec on the prass.

TPN does not agree with these conclusions, does not agree with
the way the conclusions were censored, does not agree with the
way the results of ABN's investigation were passed Lo one philatel-
ic publication and not o others. In the meantime, we believe the
stamps were printed on paper thar was supposed o be prephos-
phored, which had a label saying it was prephosphored, but some-
how was not phosphored.

Scott has given the stamp the number 2529b, making it a mnor
variety. (]
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Average dealers’ prices on E&S stamps
Updated to June 12, 1993

No LastTPN ThisTPN Change Mo Ll TP Tha TP  Change
A pxkx] B2 330% MBHK 410 $#0E ap%
Amue $3.33 82 330%  MI% a2 $4.37 2.4%
Mz13 2213 318 -249% MM $356 343 -229%
A21112 113 322 -330% A3 §3152 $346 LM%
A1112 $5.00 $400 A00%  MIMB 35.21 5519 0%
A22112 21 £22 30% A1 3423 $0.23 0.00%
A22113 £323 81 -217%  ASdadd $4.58 $443  -31%
A32333 521428 3143 BOD%  AS4445 $4.58 M43 A%
o xxicke] $5.86 B8 410% WK 5143 B Sn%
#3333 $9800  §3488  -17%  ABbASS 3136 831 4%
A33335 $519 $500 -166%  ABBABS U5
Ad4424 502 500  -DE0% ARGS9 84
AZA476 $5.03 M9l 235% A% $350 $113 -1057%
A2 §529 51 28% Sinmn 5346

mn $3.25

‘Notes to this lable: Prices are 1aken from dealers’ price lists and adver-
tisemems. Prices have not been: adjusted for candition as they aze for prices
in the TPN Average,

S11111 stants off slightly higher than BEP's 11111 because it takes 33
sumps to abtain a plate number as opposed o 24 stamps.

538389 was found around June | and is not yot widely distributad.

TPN Average

$1350.00 [F21% 1)

s

$100.00

$150.00

$180.40

ans

1900 Citntey

1H1 ot

T V-4

Price changes of strips in TPN Average

CATALOG SERIES FACE  PLATE  TPNYIY  TPNYIH-L % Change
18F1 FLAG 18 1 $513.67 4915 -283%
18rF3 FLAG 18 I OB208 518050 4.18%
204 FLAG € 4 $538.% Sag746 -S4
20F FLAG 2 11 §13.56 S A0%
22K FLAG 2 1 §16.92 §1636  -325%
2R3 FLAG 2 3 $66.70 B -505%
25F5 FLAG 25  5Block $5.69 56539 -525%
25F5i FLAG 3% SPhes N mn -145%
2971 RAG X 1 §5.85 $5.58 4.72%
26F1X WH FLAG 2 3 $5.80 §552  476%
5213 TRANS §2 3 §206.00 §208.66 1.29%
5.8T4P TRANS 52 4 i $1733 -214%
5.4T3p TRANS 53 3 $31.3 $31.50 077%
5.67EP TRANS 59 6 $105.02 $106.55 146%
7412 TRANS 74 2 §13.48 1278 -3.05%
3.473p TRANS 84 3 §25.98 40 75
9.3T1P TRANS 93 1 $18.95 §1822  -338%
9.316 TRANS 93 6 $32.04 §325.1 040
9.318P TRANS 93 8 $234.05 322845  -23%
108T1P TRANS 1049 1 3388 $3828  -148%
10 814 TRANS 109 4 $424.38 $41070 322
1776 TRANS 17 6 §a1.82 S04 486%
1716Pha TRANS 7 [ $57.30 §5578  -25™%
1811 TRANS 18 1 z4 $10682 -319%
1813 TRANS 18 k! $90.83 $8835  -27%
W7 TRANS 18 17 7. §1.42 591%
XT TRANS 2 1 $197.88 $19150  -323%
T2 TRANS 2 2 5108M  S1061:2 -33%%
0T TRANS 2 7 §192.35 §190.90  -1.06%
2011 TRANS 20 1 $106.54 $1478  -1.65%
T2 TRANS X 12 3198 $1150  -298%
10U A33333P &S 1 3 $6.74 646 410%
19MAT112 FASH 19 1112 §12.16 $1106  -8.99%
194 AS5EEVI FISH 19 Untagged - kLT

U121 F e 1211 52 $3355 49%%
LMt CONS 2 1 $232.0 $22855  -182%
20M3 CONS 2 k| 14214 514361 1.04%
o1 QOFFICIAL X 1 §74.18 §175  -3.26%
2201 OFFICIAL 2 1 39157 §94.19 2.85%

Untagged boats burn dealers

Editor's note: No matier what I do, the foliowing sounds self-
serving. But it's what happened.

By Stephen G. Esrati

Several PNC dealers got burned in the early rush 10 obtain the
untagged 19¢ Fishing Boat with the numbers “A5555” {main sto-
ry on Page 86). In the process, some coliectors paid more for the
strips than the price to which the strips eventually settled.

First, a collector, Bruce Menia, bought 18 numbered strips at
$25 from Dr. Jerry Miller, who sold at that price o members of
PNC? through an ad in the May Coil Line.

Dr. Miller kept finding more, but he charged as much as
51,100 for a rolt of 500 to one dealer and $35 a strip to another.
He also forced dealers to buy unwanted scrap to obtain num-
bered strips.

Menia resold his strips at up 10 §50. One batch went to a dealer
at $40 a suip. But Menia was offered as much as $80 at a pNC?
meeting in Massachusetts.

A8, Cibulskas and I obtained our original supplies at modest
cost from Detroit-area collectors, I did not have enough for all
my new-issues customers and sent out post cards offering them
at §50, with a promise to buy them back or offer a rebate if my
price should fall. Most of the new-issues subscribers agreed,
cleaning me out.

Several of my new-issues customers obtained their strips else-
where, either from Dr. Miller (at $25) or from Menia (at prices
up to $50). In the June Coil Line, Dr. Miller went 1o $50.

| paid a St. Louis collector $250 a roll for additional stock, or
§2.50 per strip of five. I offered rolls at $350 10 two dealers but
they declined.

Then Dr. Robert Rabinowitz found a supply, and shared the
wholesaling with Al Haake. Their wholesale price determined a
Ps/$ retail price in the $10-515 range. My price dropped 1o $12
net and a rebate letter went out.

Cibulskas, who also offered a rebate, dropped his price to $12
from a $15-525 range. Frank Marrelli, who had paid $35 to Dr.
Miller, withdrew his four strips, saying, “There’s a miilion of
them out there.” Dr, Miller told one collector he would get a re-
bate to bring the price down 10 $12, It is not known if Dr. Mill-
er’s rebates are automatic.

Rabinowitz makes expanded TPN Average tumble

The TPN Average tumbled this month, mainly because Dr.
Robert Rabinowitz dropped prices as much as 40% while ending
his 25% discounts for purchases of more than $60. Other dealers
followed 1 stay competilive.

When | started the average, dealers included Bob Dumaine,
M&M Southwest, H&H Stamps, Vern Kraus, Dennis Chamberlain,
Kim Cuniberti, and Tom Maeder. Later, I added Joe Lane and
Rasdale Stamp Co., but in recent months, the number of dealers
invoived in all of PNC coliecting has declined.

I had to drop Chamberlain as he sought to sell out. Cuniberti is
retained only for precancel gaps, aithough he continues o deal
in other specialties. Rasdale has stopped publishing a PNC price
list. I retained Tom Maeder only for his specialized listings of
the 17¢ Anto. Others have left the PNC business. The number of
dealers was getting so low that I feared that one dealer 's change
of price would disproportionately affect the average, as Dr. Rabi-
nowitz’s cuts did this month. 1 had to add new dealers.

So I asked Teresa Wajek of PNCs Unkmited, Ron Cizaplicki.
and Jim Adams 1o send their price lists. That brings the number
of dealers back up to 14, Price lists from other dealers are wel-
come.

The untagged Fishing Boat bas joined the TPN Average.
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Updating the 1991 PNC Catalog

Editor’s note: It has been almost two
years since the last edition of the PNC
Catalog was published. Many colleciors
have asked TPN o list all the stamps that
were nol listed in the 1991 catalog.

Flag Series

23¢ Presorted Rrst-Class {untagged)

{Amorkes Dosk Nais Ca.}
zsmlll)r—-mhmw'm "
23F(A112)P—Numbers suy "A112"
23F(AT12)P—HNumbers swy “A21 2"

23F(A222)P —Numbers say "AZZ2"
13F(A222)PV1—Humbars say “A272 " fol red "2
23F({A333)P —Humbers soy “A313"

23¢ Presorted USA {untagged)
{Amarikes Baak Mala (3.}
{Shiny 1um oppears dull, 14-stomp interval)
23F(AL 1 )PX—Numbsrs soy "AN 111"
2IF(AZ222)PX—Numbers say "A2222"

(BEP}

{Many differences in dusign, shiny qum hos high gloss, 24-
slamp intarval)

238111 1PY—Numbers say *1111"

(Shamp Yentwers)
{Siomp oppears violet, nol blus; 33-viamp imerval]
23HS111)PZ— Nombers say “$111"

2?.\’.!:Iug Qver Yosemite (inluglio)
[Moitiad praphosphared paper}
ISFSNV I —Lciar varicly, Black Ferast. Mo ski shops.

29¢ Fog Over M1. Rushmare (intaglio)

amr

{Matiled praphosphored papet s normal)
19F1V1—Tdedo brown, Plats |
29F2i—Pala 2, sokd praphosphosing
J9F5—Fioie 5, mottied renhosphoring
29F6i—Flata §, sakd prephosphiring
29F7V1-~Tchlo brown, Piie 7

2978 —Ploie &, mottled pnplmpium
19F9—Plate 9 mattles prephosphoring

29¢ Hag Over Mt. Rushmors (grovure)
{Amarkae Benk Nole C2.)
(Very dark brown, fooes wmdear. Mottled praphosphorsd

papet)
T9F[A2221 1 )—Numbers soy "AZ2211"
29! Flng Over White House

(Mm: od prephosphored paper)

29E 1 X—Hale |

29F2X—Pate 2

T9F30—Plale 3

29F4AX-—Maled

29F5X—Plate 5

29F&X—Fldla 6

29F8XV1—Same, indiga inciead of bie.
T9F7X—Mala?

29F8X—Hdle 8

Transportation Series
2¢ lotnmotwe (untagged)

m Rl—mhgged vession atroneously reporied in 1991 cla-
{og was stavel issued

3¢ Conestnga Wogon (untopged)
@er}

AT2X—Flala 2, intentonolly wiagged

St Grm Wogon fintaglio}{untagyed)

llhu sty wot lsted In 1991 cotnlag, oithough it
had not yet ben issued).

STIYi—ktaniionally uriagoed

5¢ Circus Wugon (gravure){untagged)
{Amacioan Bank Nebe o}
(Ireminally l
5T{AT)Y—Numbers sey *A1*
STIAT)Y—Numbars sey “A2"

5¢ Conow (brawm) (untagged}

Bth
ST21P—Hate 1
SI3IP—Haie 3

5¢ Canoe (red) (gravure) {untogged)
sﬂanzr—mlumq “an-

5.2 Slltgh
{Now
3 il'lrll.—rlulu T Gop L

5.9¢ liqde (untegged)
Maw qops
ln—rlnm,eupu

5.913p-
5.9T4P-1R—Hale 4, Gog 1R

9.'3"1 Malt Wogo

ow

!.J'Ilrtl.n—-\'ioa‘r Line Gap
§.315P-Ln—Plcte 5, Line Gep
9.318P-Ln—bicte |, Line Gog

10¢ Canal Boot
|15
(Overall Ingeed)
1611 s 1, dull gumm, Paper llin

{5alid praphosohored paper)
II'III—-FInhl slu:];:m

101 Tractor Trailer (untagged)
ﬁ?l XV1—Plaie 1, privately overmrintsd
11¢ Cuboose (untagged)

ain
{Inlendionoky uragged for sarvice-ineaibed buk-rate use}
VIT2P—Plaie 2

I{:h ll«lri: Auto
m:r:-m-myg Typaface A, Line Gep

Miscellaneous Series

10¢ Engle & Slmld (untagged)
(hmerican Bank Meis Ca.)
{inscribud *Bulk Ilulu USA* 24-stamp Inbeeval)
10U(A] 1E11)P-—Numbees soy “A11111*
10U(A1 111 13PY1—Saime, lop of yellow *1* dipped.
10U(AT1112}P—Humbers say “A11112"
10U(A1 11 12)PY1—Same, top of yellow "1 dipped.
10U{A121 | 3)P—Numbers say "A12113*
100(A121 13)PY1—Same, fop of yelow *1° dipped.
IW(M!!IS)P—NWIMW'MZNT
10U(A12213}PY1—Some, top of yellow *1* dipped.
10U(AZ11 12)P—Numbers say "A21112"
1CU(RZ1 1 12)PY 1 —Seme, lop of yellow ") digped.
10U(A21113}P—Kumbers say *A21113"
10U(A21113)PY1—Some, hpof MW *1° dipped.
10U(A22) I?)P—Iumhm ‘amr
10U{A22} 12)PY1—Soms, hpnf yailcnf “1” dipped.
10UCAZ21 13}P—Numbers soy “A22113"
10U(A2T 1133PV1—Soms, lop of ywlow *1* dipped.
lw(mmw—umhmw K rxxi

10U{A33333)P—Nusbers soy "A33333"
1GU{AI3334)P—Numbess soy "A33334*
10U{AI3335)P—Numbers soy “A33335"
10U(AI4424)P—Numbers soy “A34424"
10OU{AS4426)P—Numbers say "A34426~
YOU{A43324)P—Numbars say “A3324"
TOU{A43325)P— Numbers say *A42325"
10U{A43326)P—Humbers soy “M3326"
TOU[A43334)P—HNumbars say “A43334"
T0U[A43335)P—Humbers say “A43335"
TOUCA434 25)P—Numbers soy “MIULE"
10U(A53335 JP—Humbers say “A533 35"
TOU(AS 4444 )P——Numbers say “AS4444”
TOUTAS 4445 IP—Numbars say "AS4445"
TOU(AZ 7777 1P —Numbars say “A77T77"
10U(ASB8DSIP—Numbars say “A38868"
TOU(ASBSBF)P—Humbers say “AB36E9"
TOUIAS9999)P—Humbers say "ASF999”
10U(A99998)P—Numbars sy “A99998"
10UCAPTH991P—Kumbers soy “A$7999"

14
{Inscribed “USA Bulk Rote.” 24-stamp inlerval)
UL 1T VPX—Numbers soy “IN111"

{$hamp Yoawrers)

(lscribed “USA Bulk Rate.” 33 -stomp inkerva)
{Eogée sppears golden)

1005111 V1 3PY—Hunsbers say “S11111°

19¢ Fishing Boa?
{Amorken Bank Hols (5.)
{Madilcalor Cory, pristar; on Schlavi Press)
{Solid, bt sporty, prephosphor ed paper, 36-slamp inlerval)
{¥ignale mode up of coorse doks)
TOMIAL] 11)—Humbers sey “A1111%
TOMIAT 11 2)—Humbers say “A1112"
19M{A 121 2)—Hunbers say “A1212
TOM[AZ474)—Humbers say “A2424"

[(Golliend Gravere, priaier, an Andree 1 Prass}

(Solid praphosphorad paper, 24 omp intsrval}

(Yignatie hos mara solid colors}

19M{AS 555 }—Numbers say “A5555" .

19MIASS55)V 1—Same, pricied o unphosphors o
{some phosphors. visibla in high n‘::gmiimim} -

19M{AS556)—HNumbers sty *A5556"

29t Fiower (roulstied)
{Homy Yealrers}
{50lid prephsphored paper, 33-stomp indsrval}
2951111 3—Hunshers say “A1ETT™
29M(5222 23 —NHumbers say *A2217"

29t Fower {perforated)
{S1omp Veatorars)
{Solid pr poper, 33-slamp interval}
29M(52222)i—Numbers say “A2222"

Universal Vending Machine coil

{wise called Varkabie-Raie Goks wr YRGs)

(Pl rumbars eppear oi it edge of stamps)

(Soid by Phdatalic Sales Division only os 251 stomp, but evada-
Ble with irseribed volues from 1€ o 599.99)

{Made for ECA-GARD mdmnl

{Soiid prephosphosed paper

(2901 X—Plate 1 {dull ,llll'

{Motiled prephosphored paper)

(2900 30—Plale | (shiny gum)

A version mode for o Urisys maching hos baen prinkd by
American Bank Noks Co., but nol releosed. Piats numbers eppeor
of bottom of slamps. if released, the calolog numbser will La:

C29JULATYY, with the “A)” repraseniing whalever plule pum-
bers the tiomes carry.



SPECIALS SPECIALS SPECIALS SPECIALS

All strips are F-VF and PNC5 unless otherwise noted,

1897 1c Omnibus #3, 4 SALE .69 2529 19¢ Fishing Boat #1111,2424 SALE 1.69
2225 Ic Omnibus #2 Untag SALE .M #1212 SALE 2,49
12898 3¢ Handcar #1,2,3.4 SALE .59 #1112 SALE 6.49
2451 4¢ Steam C #1 Untag SALE .69 2607 23c Flag P-§ #111,212 SALE 2.9
2453 5c Canoe #2,13 SALE 1.19 #122 SALE 3.29
2452 S5c Circus W #AL, 2 SALE .99 2608 23¢c USA P-§ #A1111,2222 SALE 2.59
2127A T1.1c Tractor Zip+4 #1 SALE 1.09 #1111 (BEP) SALE 2.59
2128 8.3¢c Ambulance #1,2 SALE 1.09 #5111 SALE 1.59
2457 10c¢ Tractor #1 SALE 99 2280 25c Flag #1 Ph SALE 33.99
2130A 10.1 Oit Wagon #3 Red SALE 1.49 2518 29c¢ “F* #1111,2222 SALE 2.99
2258 13c¢ Patrol W #1 SALE 1.49 2523 29c Rushmore #5 SALE 3.29
2261 16.7 Popcorn W #1 SALE 229 #AL1111 SATE 2.9

10c EAGLE/SHIELD INCLUDING NEW # A88889 !!

#A88889 (limit 3 per order) SALE 4.75 HATT777, 83888, 99999 SALE 2.39

#s11111 SALE 2.59 #11111 (BEP) SALE 2.39

FAL1112, 22113, 22112, 43335 SALE 1.99 #A43326, 53335, 54445 SALE 2.39
SPECIAL SALE ON #A33334 ONLY 69.99 EA (fimit 2 per order)
L_OQFFERIN c FLA

18c Flag, #3 PNC5 XF

SALE only $935.00

L

L 4

L 4

L

o
w=AlSe o
g&-_-, .
R

. .

SPECIAL SETS COMPLETE LISTING OF MINT SHEETS & PB’s
2256 8.4c Wheelchair All 3 PNCS SALE 15.99

2130 &A 10.1 Oil Wgn  All § PNC5 SALE 7.99 TERMS :

2520 19¢ Fish Boat All 6 PNC5 SALE 17.39 1. All PNC’s are F-VF; satisfaction guamanteed.
2607 23c Flag -  All6 PNC5 SALE 19.49 2. On orders less than $300, please add $2.75 for
2523 &A 29¢ Rushmore All 11 PNC5 SALE 39.99 postage/handling/insurance. ,

2525 29¢ Tulip All 3 PNC5 SALE 8.29 3. Prices subject to chanpge without notice. We

reserve the right to limit quantities.
DENIS FULLER P O BOX 1540 LANCASTER SC 29721

803-285-3170 EVENINGS/WEEKENDS
Member : APS BIA PNC3

COMPLETE PRICE LIST SENT WITH ALL ORDERS; 52¢ SASE FOR LIST ONLY
Piease mention TPN when ordering !! Thanks

¥
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—
BEP Stock Numbers for paper
> f'e 4
under the new specifications
Andreotti Press (60 1)
Slock No. Printing Methsd Pagar Coaling Adhestva Width
* LP-54G Gravure Reguilar Daxtzin 18.5 inches
* LP-54GB Gravura Reguiar Dextrin 23
LP-BS7 Gravure Reguiar Dextrin 13
T LP-688 Gravure Regular Dextrin 205
LP-750 Gravure Asqular Dextrin 21
LP-746 Gravure Ragular Dextrin 215
LP-704 Gravure Low Phosphor Dextrin 13
* LP-608 Gravure Low Phosphor Dextrin 185
*LP-703 Gravure Low Phosphor Dexdzin 208
LP-717 Gravure Low Phosphor Dextrin 20
LP-751 Gravurs Low Phosghor Dextrin 21
LP-7a7 Gravure Low Phasphor Dextrin 215
* LP-16 Gravire Low Phosphot Dextrin 2
* LP-705 Gravure Low Phosphot Daxtrin Fd
LP-738 Gravure High Phosphor Dexdrin i85
LP-742 Gravure High Photphor Oexitin 20
LP-738 Gravure High Phosphor Dexirin 205
LP-752 Gravure High Phosphot Dudrin 2
LP-748 Grawurs High Phogphor Dextrin 215
LP-T41 Gravure High Phesphot Dexrin 22
LP-740 Gravure High Phosphor Daxtrin 23
LP-58 Gravure Aegular Dry gum 20
LP-58 Gravure Regular Dry gum 22
LP-690 Gravure Aegular Dry gum 18.5
D Press (02)
* LPF-57 Combination RegulariCoated Dextrin 185
" LPBAY Combination RegulariCoated Dadrin 205
" LE-743 Com bination ReguiaziCoated Daxtrin 2175
* LP-T36 Cam bination RegutasiCoated Daxtrin 21
LP-706 . Combination Praphosphored/Coated  Daxtrin 18,5
LF-707 Com bination Praphosphoredi/Coated  Dextrin 205
LP-709 * Combination Prephosphored/Coated  Dextrin 22
C Press [901) :
¥ LP-4Q Intaglio Urcoated Dy gum 185
LP-53 Intaglic Uneoatsd Dry gum 225
Lp-37 Intaglio Uncoated Res/Dax 185
LP-52 Intaglio Uncoated Res/Dax 4
= LP-701 Intaglio Praphosphor Ras/Dex 185
* LP-702 Infaglio Praphosphor Riea/Meax 205
LP-713 Intaglio Praphosphor By gum 185
LP-714 Intaglio Praphasphor Lry gum 205
LF-715 Intagii Prephosphor Dry gum 22
BEP Stock Numbers for paper
v ire *
under the old specifications
Paper Daseription Printing mathod Prassns Gum Width
LP-37 Untagged Intaglic ABCD Shiny 185
LP-40 Untagged Intaglio ABC.D Dry 185
LP-52 Untagged Intaglic c.D Shiny 205
LP-53 Untagged Itaglic [+ ) Dry 205
LP-54G Untagged Sheet gravure A, Andreottl 185
LP-54GR  Untagged Booklet gravure Andreotti 185
LP-57 Untagged CtfsetAntaglio D 185
LP-58 Lintagged Gravure Andraotti 20
LP-59 Lintaggad Grivure Andraotti 22
LP-588 Lintagged Gravine Andreotti 205
LP-589 Untagged OtfsetAntaglio D 205
LP-690 Untagged Gravume Andreott] 185
LP-598 Phos phared Gravurm Andreotti 185
LP-701 Phos phored Intaglic AB.CD 185
LP-702 Phos phored Intaglic cC.D 205
LP-703 Phesphorad Gravire Andreotti 205
LP-705 Phosphored Gravura Andreolti i)
LP-706 Phosphorac QftsetAntagho 0 185
LP-707 Phosphorac OftsetAntaglio D 205
LP-712 Phosphored Intaglic ABLCD 185
LP-714 Phesphorec Intaglic AB.C,D 22
LP-714 Phosphored Intaglic A B.CO 205
LP-718 Phosphorad Gravure Andraotti 20

BEP provides
its breakdown

of stamp papers

By Stephen G. Esrati

As might have been expected, BEP as-
signed LP numbers to its paper stocks, if
only 1o make it easier to refer to a specific
width.

Bul, despite what TPN was told (see
May issne), there are still differences in
paper depending on the printing method
0 be used.

An offset paper is still an offset paper
and a gravure paper is stll a gravure
paper. They just get different names.

Some of the oid papers, such as LP.40,
are still in use, aithough the new list sup-
plied by BEP says it is only for the C
Press, whereas it had previously been des-
ignated for the defunct A Press, the B
Press—which is still being used as a
standby press—and the C and D presses.

As a matter of fact, all the papers spe-
cificaily listed for the D Press in the new
list are for combination (offset and inta-
glio) printing. But the D Press can print
intaglio alone, and should, therefore, be
able to use all the papers listed for the C
Press as well.

Retention of the untagged LP-40 means
we may still expect unmgged PNCs or
Great Americans on paper with dull gum
(called dry gum by BEP). although most
fuwre production can be expected on
paper with shiny gum (called dextrin gum
by BEP).

One preblem in comparing the two lists
is in the terminology. The old list used the
word “phosphored.” The new list makes a
distinction among prephosphored papers
that will take us some time to decode.

“Low phosphor” paper, obviously, re-
fers to what the new USPS paper spe-
cifications refer to as Type I paper. That
paper is supposed to emit phosphores-
cence under test conditions measuring
175120 phosphor meter units (PMUs). It
should be seen oniy on stamps printed by
gravure without a heavy application of
colors.

“High phosphor” paper would be the
kind of paper needed to print stamps like
the New Year's stamp showing the Chi-
nese rooster, a stamp that did not emit
enough PMUs until an added tagging
block was applied.

[The Rooster was printed on mottled
prephosphored paper, a paper we now
Tecognize as being wruly prephosphored
with the phosphors in the paper mash.
That would seem to indicate that the
brighter solid prephosphored (Lenz)



paper is the “high-phosphor” paper,
which is phosphor coated.}

But those two paper types are shown in
BEP’s list only for gravure printing.

Papers in the new list, such as LP-58 and
LP-34G, are described as having a “regu-
lar” coating, but from the old list we
know that they were untagged. Thus,
“regular” means untagged.

Several papers in the new list show an
asterisk. A spokesperson for BEP said the
asterisks are only of internal irnportance
and may refer to delivery times. Qur ex-
amination of the asterisks indicates that
they are on papers that existed before the
new paper specifications came into force.

It is not known whether these starred
papers will continue in nse after a period
of ransiton.

The most interesting section of BEP’s
new list contrasts two sorts of paper in-
tended for the D Press: “regular/coated”
and “prephosphored/coated.” As we have
already seen, “regular” means untagged.

Of the “regular/coated” papers, LP-57
and LP-639 appear on both lists and were
described on the old list as untagged.
What the word “coated" refers to is prob-
ably related to the fact that these papers
are intended for the offsct/intaglio D
Press when it is printing in combination,
mesning offset as well as intaglio.

What BEP is referring to by “coated™ in
these instances is that the paper has the
smooth finish needed for printing by off-
set,

In the old specs, LP+429 was listed as an
unagged offset-intaglio. It is now listed
as ‘“regular/coated.” We believe that
means an offset paper that is untagged.

Carol Morehouse’s letter in this issue of
TPN abaul the Cherokee Strip stamps is
informative. She found an untagged verti-
cal stripe on these stamps, meaning that
they are overall-tagged on press.

The UsPs news release on these stamps
said the stamp was printed by offset/
intaglio. That means it had to be printed
on one of the D Press papers listad for
combination press work, using regular
(untagped) or prephosphored paper that is
coated (smooth for offset).

The Cherokee Strip stamps were printed
by ABN at its Los Angeles plant using a
Simplex intaglio press and a six-color
Milier offset press.

We would guess that Morehouse's two
examples on mottled paper would be
from the group of three papers listed for
the D Press by BEP for prephosphored/
coated papers.

Why ABN would print the same stamp
on two different papers is unknown. But
the possibility exists that ABN was using
up its untagged combination paper before
swiltching to prephosphored paper.
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[In sddition, we cannot, for now, tell
whether Morehouse's overall-tagged
stamps were tagged on the Simplex or the
Miller press. But the test is relatively sim-
ple. If the intaglio is on top, the tagging
was done on the Milier.]

LP-706, which is listed as “prephos-
phored/coated,” was listed in the old
specs as a phosphored offset-intaglio

83

paper. That is probably the mottled paper
found by Morehouse,

Tentative conclusions to be drawn from
the new list are:

» Not all PNCs and Great Americans will
come oul with shiny gum.

« Untagged stamp paper can still be ex-
pected 1o be used for tagged siamps, with
the tagging done on press. (J

Dealers find 3d version of 10¢ Boat

Al Haske and Dr. Robert Rabinowitz have
found a third variety of the 10¢ Canal Boat.

For the story of how they found it, please
wm o Page 97.

* The original Platle 1 stamp (10T1) was

block tagged with |
dull gom off the B
Press. It was issued
in 1987.

+Last  year, &
shiny-gum, B Press
version on mottled
prephosphored paper
was found, also from Plate 1.

+ The lalest find, also on Plate |, appears to
have been printed before the stanps found
last year, but after the original stamps. It is on
Paper IIn off the B Press, with a plate-
number interval of 52 and overall wgging.

Asked whether he was certsin that the
Slamps were not prephosphored, Haake said:
“Absolutely! They have a tagging break.”

Dr. Rabinowitz said the break is at 9R.

The numbering of the stamps for the PNC
Catalog will be in the probable order in
which the stamps were printed, not in the or-
der of their discovery:

10T1—Original stamp. Block tagged. Dull gum.
LP-40 paper. Pepex IIL

10T1i—S5ame, overall ugged. LP-40 paper. Paper
Oin.

10TIE—Same, shiny gum, prephosphored LP-
701 papex. (The PNC Study Group has not ves. cias-
sified shiny-gum prephasphored papers.)

What makes vs think that this is the order of
printing?

Our information about the original stamp is
extremely scanty. It was printed on Plate
177419:1, which was assigned on Now. 4,
1986. We have no dates 10 press.

But we do have snother set of clues: the ag-
BINg.

We know that USPS gradually shifted away
from block wugging to overall wpging. We
saw this on the re-engraved 4¢ Stagecoach,
15¢ Tugboat (Plate 2), and 20¢ Cable Car
%:.cZ).AnbuuheuaremownmPnper

} Conal Boat 1RANs ¢

The eariiest use on all three was in the sec-
ond half of 1990.

(The 1991 PNC Catalog gave a preas date
on May 29, 1991, for the overall-tagged 4¢
md sdded Wayne Youngblood's report that
77,000 impressions were printed that day. But
the earliest known use of that stamp is in No-
vember 1990, so the printing Youngblood ob-
served had to be a return o press. ]

The 10¢ Canal Boat was the first slamp reis-

sued on prephosphored paper with shiny gum,

New BEP paper specs
prove order of printing

It was first found unused on a charity's retum
cover by Richard Beecher in July 1992,

Beecher's stamp was, at first, unrecognized
as having shiny gum, only as “ovemil
tagged " But when Al Haake mmed up un-
used rolls of 3.000 last year, we saw the shiny
gum for the first ume. Beccher checked his
cover and saw shiny gum.

The stamps were first lermed “overall
tagged,” bul on unused stamps, it was casy to
observe the mouled tagging that is characier-
istic of paper with phosphors in the paper it-
self. Also, Haake was able wo count the plate-
number interval and prove that the shiny-gum
starnps had still been printed on the B Press.

fWe had been told by Assistant Postmaster
Genenal Gordon Morison that the B Preax was
defunct. Appearance of these stamps proved it
wae still being used. BEP later confirmed 1w
TFN that it had become & standby press.}

So now we begin our paper studies,

Under the old BEP specs, the only untagged
paper far the B Press with dry gum was LP-
40. That wonld have had 10 be the 18Y/,-inch
paper on which the original stamp was print-
¢d. Block tagging was applied on the B Press.

When the change from block tagging to
overall tagging took place, no change was
needed in the paper. A dull-gum, untagged
paper was still needed. Agsin, that would
have been LP-40.

But in 1990, there was a shonage of LP-40
paper (TPN, November 1590, Page 103),
which caused a siamp shonage. Also, Ivex
Corp.'s two-year contract o supply Paper [II
to BEP expired, and BEP awarded the contract
10 Paper Corp. of the United States. That re-
sulied in Paper [ln, with diagonal gum ridges
(TPN, Ianuary 1991, Page 19).

That places the printing of the dull-gum Ca-
nal Boat stamps in the era of the cther stamps
that were reissued with overall tagging afier
being printed originally with block lagging.
And we belicve Lhat to have been before the
second half of 1990,

The new paper specs, calling for shiny gum
and prephosphoring, came out in 1991 and
were adopted in 1992,

But among the new specs, which no longer
list the “defuncr” B Press, we find three pre-
phosphored papers under “C Press™ with
shiny gum, and only one—LP-701—is 18/,
inches wide. To prove that it is the shiny-gum
paper found by Beechet, we note that it was
already listed on the old BEP specs—and for
the B Press, at that! [
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Dr. Rabinowitz’s
false alarm brings
vain Detroit efforts

There was a wild surge of activity in
mid-April in the Detroit area after Dr.
Robert Rabinowitz reported in Sramp
Coliecior that the BEP version of the Ea-
gle and Shield coils would go on sale at
the Plymouth Show on April 24.

Requests came in from all over the
country for real (as opposed 1o back-
dated) FDCs. Conrad Keydel, who
dreams up unique covers, rushed into pro-
duction. So did Kurt and Joann Lenz,
with the help of Gerri Adiman.

But it was all in vain. When the Detroit-
ers finally got through 1o somecne at Post-
al Headquarters in Washington, they
found our that Dr. Rabinowitz had been
wrOng.

Dr. Rabinowitz said he was toid of the
“first day” by a “Product Publicity Spe-
cialist” in the UsPs Corporate Relations
Department. once called the Communica-
tons Office.

Sorry, always on the fritz

Three of the four Postal Mailing Centers
in Washington are dispensing the new
UvMs on mottled prephosphored paper
and with shiny gum. Myren G. Hill Jr.
went 1o the three machines several times
to obtain them. All were out of order.

We told you so

When the Postal Service made a deal
with the American Stamp Dealers Associ-
aton in 1992, TPN's main story (May
1992) said “Collectors sure to be offend-
ed by UsPS deal with ASDA.”

Less than a year later, the cave in Kan-
sas City, now known as the Philatelic
Fulfillment Center, announced that it
would no longer fill (or should one say
“fulfill”?} collectors’ orders for Postal
Buddy change-of-address cards, leaving
collectors who want them dependent on
members of the ASDA.

Don’t say we did not tell you so.

Gap list available

Alist of almost 50 different Cotrell pre-
cancel gaps, some of which have not been
on the market for several years, were of-
fered in April by D. J. Sikka of Minne-
apolis.

The strips included long strips (up to 11
stamps in length),

Call (612) 922-7211 for an updale,
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zu the PNC news that fits we pr1..,
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You pay only ‘— — 47,
whatever that is

Because the Plymouth Show is held in a
school, it ¢annot start on a Friday, but
Kurt Lenz arranged o take PNCers on a
tour of Postal Mailing Centers in the area
o crank out UvMs.

Lenz and Ron Maifeld struck it rich
when the PMC spewed out strips contain-
ing“—-41"

A technician who services the machines
told Lenz that a previous software update
had made such occurrences impossible.
The accompanying picmre from Lenz's
collection proves the technician in error.

USPS makes it tough

for philatelic clerks

The Postal Service has ordered with-
drawal of all but the prephosphored 23¢
Cassatt [Item 1043] on June 19. The
April-May-June issue of Stamps, ezc.,
gave these stamps a different item Num-
ber [0043]. The prephosphored version of
the stamps [Itern T1043] was supposed o
Temain on sale.

The confusion began long before June
19, with philatelic clerks across the coun-
try warning collectors that all Cassatts

were going off sale.

The Postal Bulletin carried this warning
o philatelic outlets and Stores of the Fu-
wre: “Offices must withdraw the listed
stamp items immediately from all selling
points.... The Inspection Service, when
conducting varions avdits and reviews,
will verify (that) these itams have been re-
moved from saie.”

TPN welcomes reports (amusing ones
preferred) from rteaders speculating en
how the Postal Inspectors can tell the pre-
phosphored Plate 2 (which stays on sale)
from the overall-tagged Plate 2 {which
must be removed from sale).

Which Rooster?

If you are iocking for Happy New Year
stamps on which the tagging block is over
the intaglic, Ralph Persels has a tlip.
They come with intaglio ptate numbers 2
and 3. Plates 1, 4, and 5 have the inlaglio
on p. Persels says Plate 1 has no block
lagging, but this may be so only for some
Plate | stamps. Most have intaglio on top
of the 1agging block.

Indigo White House

Linns teports the finding of strips of
Plate 6 of the 29¢ Flag aver the White
House with indigo ink instead of blue.

Author Michael Schreiber said the
stamps were in PMS 296U instead of PMS
2950,

Some of the stamps had been slit hori-
zontally, indicating that they were tagged
for destruction by the pressmen, but they
ended up as rolis of 100, nevertheless.

it is not yet known whether this is a col-
or error or a shade caused by ink contami-
nation.

That would determine the Scott Cata-
logue listing. It’ll be in the PNC Catalog.

How many 20¢ Flags?

Wholesale dealer Dave Kaplan has
tried 1o keep up with his customers’ de-
mands on the 20¢ Flag sheet stamps. He
is completely out of all strips of 20 perfo-
rated on the L Perforator.

But, according to Kaplan. all three plate
numbers exist with both types of perfora-
ton.

Our compilation, to date shows:

Plates 2, 3: Shiny gum. Biock tagged (small).
Bull's-eye perforater

Plates 3, 4: Duil gum. Block tagged (small). L-
Perforator

Any reports of other strips would be
mosi welcome.,
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Redwood City ‘Postmaster Provisional’ scam returns

By Ken Lawrence

Three years ago, TPN gave a detailed account of the so-called
“Postmaster Provisional” covers created for a bulk catalog mailing
by a California firm, the Redwood City Seed Co. (“A look back at
the scam of the 0.1¢ ‘provisionals,” ”* May 1990)

A few menths ago, the proprietor of the firm who had created the
covers, Craig Dremann, obtained & copy of that article from Rob
Washburn. Dremann was unhappy about it, and angrily demanded
a retraction. As usual in such conversations, Dremann made vague
threatz of legal action should his demand be denied.

1 gave him the standard reply. If he could show me any mistakes
in my report, ['d be happy o run a correction. Even if he couldn't,
the editor would be happy 1o publish his response (but naturally
I'd have the oppormumity to tefute it). A few days later, he called
again, offering “facts™ to contradict the TPN story, but none were
persuasive and [ stood by my stwry.

Steve Esrali never received & response for publication from Dre-
manm, but the May 1, 1993, issue of Coil Line contains a three-
page article that gives Dremann's “true tale” of “the first official
Postmaster's Provisionals in the United States in 123 years!” {The
exciamation paint is Dremann’s. “Tall tale” more accurately de-
scribes the content)

At the end, Dremann offers Coil Line readers an apportunity o
obtain examples of the covers free through a lottery-type distribu-
tion. This is especially interesting in light of his claim o me that
he had retained none of the covers, but had sold them all at a mod-
€5t price o a stamp dealer now deceased. (That was to support his
denial that he had profited from the scam in 1984.)

The background

To recapitulate briefiy, when the basic presort third-class com-
mercial bulk rate rose in 1984 from 10.9¢ per piece to 11¢ per
picce, the Postal Service authorized mailers to continue using pre-
canceled 10.9¢ Hansom Cab coils 10 cover the new tate unnil 11¢
Caboose stamps were available. This usage, known as “false
franking,” requires the mailer 10 pay the exira cost in a lump sum
at the time of posting.

At the time, Dremann claimed o have worried that his mail
might have been delayed for lack of evidence that the full postal
amount had been paid, a nonsensical pretense. Since in reality all
bulk mail franked with postage stamps (which are never required;
permit imprints will suffice) is false-franked, only the acceptance
unit is permitted 1o detervmine whether the correct pastage has been
prepaid.

Ironically, Dremann benefitied from this provision of the regula-
tions. Once the Redwood City postmaster had accepted his illegal-
ly postmarked mailings, no one except the Postal Inspection Ser-
vice could have prevented them from being delivered. But
Dremann was algo lucky. Others who have tried 1o promots illicit
private postmarks as official markings have served felony term in
federal prison.

With the assistance of gullible postal employees, Dremann creat-
ed a pair of pictorial handstamps inscribed “Postmaster’s Provi-
sional” outside a crcle and “Redwood City, Calif./0.1¢/
POSTAGE/PAID” inside. These were then applicd to the catalog
envelopes in magenta and green ink, creating four varietics.

Although claiming to have no interest in stamp collecting, Dre-
mann fired off a news release promoting hiz phony creations.
Linn's took the beit, and ran a story about them on the front page.
When Frank Thomnas at USPS headquartars nead the story, he real-
ized immediately that this was an illegal usage of an unavthorized
postmark, and ardered the Redwood City postmaster 1o accept no
more mail bearing such markings. Those that had already been
prepared had to be obliterared before they were accepted for mail-
ing.

Fig. 11, 1993 Provisional
Ocign E1

ROGUE'S GALLERY—Craig Dramann's illustrations that
accompanied his Goil Line article, Fig. 11 was used 1o in-
crease postaga on the 11¢ Caboose to 12.5 cents.

The story as Coil Line got it

For Coil Line, Dremann has concocled a different tale from the
one he used 1 tell. He's just folks, and prefers the old-fashioned,
simple life. “When a new rate change went into effect in the past,
the post officc always had a ready supply of postage stamps with
the new rates—until one day when I went 1 mail my 1984 cata-
log.”

That, of course, is baloney. Not only had false franking been per-
mitied and recommended for each bulk mate change since 1978,
but there have also been many bulk rates during the past 30 years
for which no appropriate stamps were ever issued, as is rue today.

“I want true franking, not false franking!” (Again. Dremann’s
bang.}

There was a legal way out

Had he merely desired a full nominal 11¢ per piece on cach cata-
log envelope, as he now belatedly claims, that could have been ac-
complished casily and legally. The only requirements for posiage
stamps on bulk mail is that they be precanceled, and that the enve-
Jopes bear a comrect endorsement and not an incormrect endorse-
ment.

(This means you can't use stamps with incorrect service inscrip-
tions on bulk mail, because the service inscription doubles as the
endorsement, and if you use ordinary stamps you must add an en-
dorsement to the envelope. As PNC collectors know, the Postal Ser-
vice does allow such “wrong" usage on properiy endorsed single-
piece first-class mail by permit holders.)

Thus, all Dremann had 1o do was to put a “Bulk Rate” endorse-
ment on his envelope and frank them with any combination of or-
dinary (not service inscribed) precanceled postage stamps totaling
11 cents.

Despite erroneous reports elsewhers, therc is no limit on the
number of precanceled stamps that can be affixed to a bulk maii-
ing, as long as they do not impose handling probiems (the franking
should be identical for all picces in a given mailing, although dif-
ferent presort bundles and so-calied residuals actually are calculat-
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333 Mailers are authorized te use either
design shown under Format A for their precan-
celed postmark. Format A:

HOW IT SHOULD BE—These are proper uses of a mail-
er's permit postmark on a bulk mailing as shown in the
Domestic Mail Manual, Par. 143.333. The post office that
issued the permit, and is its only acceptance unit, is giv-
en in the circle {city, state, and ZIP code). The words
"Mailer’s Postmark Permit Number 000" appear in the
obliterator portion. When applied to unprecanceled
stamps, such a postmark is considered a precancellation,
The rules forbid private parties to create other types of
postmarks.

ed at differing per-piece raies) and as long as they are properiy
presorted and bundled. :

The precancels could have been one of three types:

= Overprinted with a Redwood City, Calif., city-state 10-subject
vinyl handstamp device

+ Overprinted with plain lines by BEP (a pair of 4¢ and a singic
3¢ from the Americana Serics is one possibility using only sheet
stamps. ancther would have been 10 substitute a 3¢ Parkman coil
for the 3¢ Americana)

»Or—and this is direcdy pertinent 1o Dremann’s fable—
canceled with a mailer’s permit postmark,

Dremann’s stamps should have been disallowed

A mailer's permit postmark is the only kind that can be created
by private individuals. Postal regulations specify the exact format,
but allow continued use of those that wers properly manufactured
to older specifications before the regulations changed. No other de-
signs are permmissible, and a copy of the markings must be on file
before the permit is issued. Only black ink is allowed.

Naturally, violations of postai regulations occur on a daily basis,
usually by mailers and postal employees who don’t know the
rules. One commen violation is to use red meter ink for mailer's
postmarks on buik mail. Cenainly these anomalics are of interest
to collectors, but that doesn’t eievate them ta catalog status.

Because Dremann’s devices were not licensed or properly ap-
proved, they were ilegal Even had he obtained a properly
configured mailer’s postmark and a perrmt o use it, the mles for-
bade the use of green or magenta ink. Since he did not have a ie-
gidmate postmarker, all stamps on his covers that had been
touched by the strike of his handstamp should have beet disal-
lowed as postage, because any unauthorized obliteration renders
stamps valueless.

Other than that, his marker would have been simply a notice of
no pestal meaning had he omitted the term “Postmaster s Provion-
al,” and had he not ued the stamps with it. Thus, his later hand-
stamps that omit the term are legal, but postally useless, if they do

rot obliterate any portion of the stamps. If they do touch the
stamps, they shounld not have been allowed in the mails, and it is
quite likely they weren't—either the covers were never mailed, or
the handstamps were applied after delivery.

One easy way to understand this difference is to imagine that
Dremann wanted 1o send out campaign envelopes that read *Vote
for Dremann!” As iong a such a cachet did not interfere with mail-
processing equiprnent, it wouid be legal. But the same slogan
hand-stamped or overprinted on the stamps would not be legal,
whether or not some munor postal official had given him permms-
sion. Such an overprint simply would render stamps valueless as
postage, but an “Official Business” endorsement would cross the
line to fraud.

Dremann tries to jumble each of these distinctions in his Ceil
Line article,

[Editor's note: Since Dremann admits that many of the covers he
is giving away were mailed to himself, Lawrence's supposition of
an ex-post-facto application of the marking 1is possible.]

Cinderellas do sometimes go through the mail

Over the years, | have added many exouc, unusual usages of
bulk-rzte Transportation coils to my collection. To me the most in-
teresting are the Savage Republic overprints by a California music
firm that also issues a lot of cinderzlla stammps. Like Dremann’s,
they shouldn’t have been atiowed, but they made it through the
mails anyhow.

Even posimasters have repeatediy violated the rules, sometmes
out of ignorance and other imes because of corrupt relatonships
with philatelists. Well-known examples are postal bisects, which
the United States has never allowed, and fancy cancels of the
19205 and 1930s. These, o, are interesting collectibles. but
should be nndersicod for what they really are.

The difference, and what makes Dremann’s case contemptible, is
that he seeks to deceive coliectors into believing that his private
handstamp, created in viclation of postal repulations, was an
official post office marking.

A frustrated postmaster who ran out of 3¢ stamps when that was
the letter rate, and who then nsed bisected 6¢ stamps in violaton
of the rules, is certainly an object of my sympathy, and his cover is
a nice cotlectible. A charity that uses red meter ink for its mailer’s
postmark on a bulk mailing will not be condemned by me.

But someone who mails himseif hundreds of illicit covers, then
promotes them deceptively in the philatelic press. is no innocent
Coil Line should be ashamed not only for propagating Dremann's
myth without an explanatory correction alongside it. but also for
propagating the myth that genuine 19th-century postrnaster provi-
sionais were crealed by anyone who felt like making one, thus
lending iegitimacy to Dremann’s absurd fantasy: “Once these
modern posimasier’s provisionals are listed in Scott’s then the tale
will be completed.”

Ripoffs never end in philately

Every few vears, someone mies to persuade the stamp hobby that
certain illicitly concocted Iabels or markings are legitimate official
stamps or “postal history.” One could compile a lengthy, depress-
ing list of such ripoffs: Lundy, Maluku Selantan, Staffa, Nagaland,
Calf of Man, Royalist Yemen, State of Oman, Dhufar, Unila, Free
Afghanistan, Redwood City, and on and on.

Properly understood, and collected for what they are, ali these
phantoms can be interesting offbeat iterns, some with fascinatng
political and military histonies. But hyped into things they are not.
they debase the hobby, and interfere with a full understanding of
stamps and the mails.

Craig Dremann differs from his mountebank predecessors only
in his forthright contempt for a scholarly appreciation of modern
postal history.

HOW TO ORDER: Dremann's ruies for oblaining one of his "free” covers
require you 1w send him two sclf-addressed manila envelopes (one 7.57 by 10.57
and one 9" by 127, each with $1 in first-class postage affixed, and » mailing la-

bel made out 10 you. Miil 1o Redwood City Provisionals, PO Box 60%, Redwood
City, CA 94064



Dr. Robert Rabinowitz and
Al Haake actually found the
new 10¢ Canal Boat (technical
details on Page 93) in the fall
of 1592, but had to keep it se-
cret until now to avoid getting
“egg on our faces.”

The story of the find was
disclosed to TPN by Dr. Rabi-
nowitz.

“In the fall of 1992, when
the shiny-gum Canal Boais
were found, we searched for
more. At that time we found
some dull-gum rolls of 3,000
mixed in with the shiny gum.
The quality—hoth side-to-side
and top-to-bottom—was poor.

“We started looking for
more. We both did a lot of
calling and found offices using
the 10¢ Canal Boat. We or-
dered them, bul in every in-
stance we pot block-tagged
stamps.

“I made arrangements for a
post office 1o order more Ca-
nal Boats from Washington.
The minimum order for that is
half a case, or 32 rolls of
3,000. We got block-tagged
stamps, and we had to eat all
those rolls.

“Once, we almost found
some. One post office was
supplying the stamps to a
large mailer who liked to use
them on return envelopes,
similar to the remurn envelopes
of the Disabled American Vet-
erans.

“We came close to getting
some there.

“The lady in accountable
paper there told us that she
had two cases. One case was
labeled October 1991 by BEP;
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The secret search for the new 10¢ Canal Boal
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the other was labcled January
1991. But [ did not know
which was which.

“So I arranged with the lady
in accountable paper to irade
her two rolls of 3,000 if she
would mail me one roll from
each case and label them as to
which was which.

“I sent har two of the block-
tagged rolls and got back one
roll of shiny gum, dated Octo-
ber 1991, and one roll of dull
gum, dated Janoary 1991,

“By the time [ got back to
her, however, she had sent out
the case [ wanted.

“Meanwhile, we had 1,000
to 1,100 strips from the arigi-
nal find.”

Haake pointed out that this
was a lot fewer than had been
found of “A32333" of the 10¢
Eagle and Shield.

“What could we do?” Dr.
Rabinowitz continued. “We
probably could have sold them
then, and made a lot of mon-
ey—only to get egg on our
faces if more were found. So
we decided to act responsibly

Canal Boat boxes say ‘Precancel’

When Al Haake received a
partial box of 10¢ Canal Boats
in rolls of 500, one thing that
struck Haake was that the box
said; “10¢ Precancel.”

That raises these possibili-
ties:

+Could the overall-tagged
Canal Boats have been
shipped out in error in lieu of
the BEP version of the 10¢ Ea-
gle and Shield, which were

supposed w© be shipped by BEP
on all orders of 10¢ Tracter
Trailer precancels (see *“‘No
more Tractor Trailers,” Page
99)7

« If that did occur, can mail-
ers who requested 10¢ Tractor
Trailers use them on their bulk
mail (which, under the rules,
must be franked by precancels
if stamps are used)? O3

10T

and said nothing, thinking
more would probably show
op.

“At what price could we
have sold them then? 1,000
saips is not enough to supply
the PNC market,

“In  May, more were
found—-but in rolls of 500.
Not too many were in good
condition, and we both ate a
lot of bad rolls.”

On June 1, Teresa Wajek of
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Dr. Robert Rabinowitz

37-E Stanwick Place
Stamford CT 06905

(203) 325-2312
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PNCs Unlimited called 7PN
to say she had found a new
stamp, also in rolls of 500.
Unfortunately, Mrs. Wajek
was aboot six months late
with her find and a couple of
days late with her report.

Within days, other dealers
also found the dull-gum, over-
all-tagged Canal Boats, al-
ways in rolls of 500. The
3,000s appear to have disap-
peared.
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' SUMMER SPECIAL
17¢ Auto, 3C, 4C
’ Scarce Type Il Paper
Gap 4L in PS/10
S95 each strip F-VF
$115 each strip VF-XF
$135 each strip XF-S
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Two new versions of the 10¢ Eagle and
Shield coils were issued May 29 at Secau-
cus, N.J.

One E&S. in rolls of 3,000, was printed
by BEP, the other, in roils of 10,000, by
Stamp Venturers (5v). The large rolls had
previously been printed by American
Bank Note Co. (ABN).

Despite the official May 29 first day, the
BEP version went into use in April (see the
internal USPS communication at the right).
Early sales were plentiful and unofficial
FDCs were prepared in such places as Ea-
gle, Wise.

The BEP version printed is in dark
brown, orange-yellow, blue, 1ed, and
green, the same colors used by ABN, The
stamps say “USA Bulk Rate,” not the pre-
vious “Bulk Rate USA." The plate-
number interval is 24, and the stamps
were printed on BEP's Andreothi press.

{The Postal Bulletin incorrectly said
only the BEP version wouid say “USA
Bulk Rate.” That wouid have been a
handy way 0 allow postal personnel to
tell which stamp is which for reordering

NEW oLD

purposes, but the incompetents now run-
ning the Postal Service failed to carry out
that grand plan.)

The 5v version shows the eagle in me-
tallic gold, not brown, and also has green,
biue, red. and brown. The plate number,
33 stamps apart, says “S$11111." The pold
stamps are aesthetically pleasing.

The 33-stamp plate-number interval
points to a Champlain press.

(TPN did ask the USPs product publicity
specialists what press was used. The an-
swer came back as: “gravure.” TPN also
asked where the stamnps were printed,
hoping to be told that it was at J.W, Fer-
gusson & Sons, which owns a Champlain
press. The answer came back as: “Chan-
tilly, Va.” That's the site of Stamp Ventur-
ers’ offices.

Both versions
Flrst dsy: May 29, 1993
Flrst-day cily: Secaucus, N.J.
Printing process: gravure
Size: Image: .71x.832inches or 18.020.8mm
Ovemll: 87%.965 inches or 22.1x24.5mm
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2 new E&S stamps out, 1 gets official early release. ..

No more Traor Trailers; use EP’s E&.

The following Broadcast Message was sent over the Postal Service's inter-
nal messaging system on April 30, 1993. Note the February date.

FEBRUARY 8, 1933
SUBJECT: ITEM 7810A, 30300-10 CENT TRACTOR TRAILER COIL

ITEM 7810A, 3000-10 CENT TRACTCR TRAILER COILS ARE NO LONGER AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING (BEP). REQUASITIONS ON
FILE AT BEP FCR ITEM 7810A WILL BE CONVERTED TQ THE BEP'S VERSION CF
ITEM 7977A, 3000-10 CENT EAGLE & SHIELD BULX RATE COIL, TO BE DELIV-
ERED IN ACCOUNTING PERICO a. (APRIL 3 THROUGH APRIL 30, 1943)

HOWEVER, ITEM 7677A, 3000-10 CENT EAGLE & SHIELD BULK RATE COIL,
PRINTED BY AMERICAN BANK NCOTE COMPANY, IS AVAILABLE AT YOUR AC-

COUNTABLE PAPER DEPOSITORY.

BEP version

Colosw: dark brown, orange-yellow, blue, red,
and

[Press: Andrecuti}

Plate number: 11111

[Plate-number interval: 24)

[PNC Catalog Number: 10U1111PX]

Material in bmckes not included in USPS
news reicase

Navir Releass 41 frecaivad at TP April 30)

Stamp Venturers version

Colors: meullic gold, green, blue, red, brown

[Press: probably Champlain at JW. Fergus-
son & Sons|

Plale number: §11111

[Plate-number interval: 33|

[PNC Catslog Number: 10LS11111}PY]

Maicrial in brackets not included in USPS
news releats

Mews Release 41 (received ai TPN Apn! 30)

...and 23¢ USA hits 3d version

A 23¢ USA presont printed by Stamp
Venturers was prematurely placed on sale.
The stamp, with platt numbers 5111,
officially went on sale on May 14, Dr. Rob-
ert Rabinowitz obtained it April 23.

The stamp was reported o the PNC com-
munity by Jim Adams at a regional meet-
ing April 24 of the Plate Number Cail Col-
lector Club {PNC?). Adams was relaying the
news from Dr. Rabinowitz.

The stamp did not have an official first
day ceremony, although its first day coin-
cided with Rompex 93.

This is the thind version of the stamp,
originally printed by American Bank Note
Co. in rolls of 10,000. Those stamps had
four plate nurbers and the prefix “A.”

Mo new bidding was required to order the
stamps from a different printer.

When BEP printed stamps in this design
in rolls of 500 and 3,000, they bore four
numbers without a prefix. BEP's stamps
also differed in color and in typography.

Stamp Venturers’ spokesman, Marg
Fleming, said he could give no information
about the stamp. He said all such informa-
ton had to come from the Postal Service.

Valores Vargo, a USPS spokesperson, was
called immediately after Fleming declined
to provide any answers. She had never
heard of the stamps. When she called back,
she said the only thing diffcrent about the
stamps would be the colors.

Later, she faxed a news release and fOlled
in the gaps by phone. TPN specifically
asked where the stamps were printed, but
Ms. Vargo could only say “Stamp Ventur-
ers in Chantily, Va.," the address of Stamp
Venturers’ headguarters.

As to the press used, her answer was:
“Gravure.” But when she said the interval
was 33 stamps apart, we could guess that
the stamps were probably printed at J.W.
Fergusson & Sons on a Champilain press.

USPS said the colors would be blue, red,
and black. The acmal colors of the pum-
bers are a dark blue “S1,” followed by a
light blue *“1,” followed by ared “1."

23¢ USA Presorted First-Class
Issue date: May 14,1993
Issue city: Denver, Col.
Printing process: gnvure
Printer: Stamp Veaturers jprobably at 1. W, Fer
gusson & Sons]
Press: {probably a Champlain, printing 13 rows
of 33}
Sizer Image: 71X 82inches or 18.0%20.8mm

Overall: 87X 965 inches or 22.1X24 Smm

Plate number: 5111
Colors: blue, red, black [This is wrong: piate
numbers are dark blue, light blue, and red}
Plate number Interval: 33
[PNC Catalog Number: 23F{3111)PZ]

Naewe Relaase 4] [recaivad at TPN Aprii 101}
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Tagging hreaks on Cottrell Press PNCs (updated through Aprill5, 1993)

p—e

. - v , - — — —
[G T T 5L 4C i i L i R R ] R (] : ymbels, abbeevatons
212 i 85 BSib J EBCESIBCE J 8 = Bar (vartical)
218 B Sib BSib J i BCt Stbi BCtb J - Clin (T
218 : & Sib BCtc 4§ BCthe 4 G = Clip (T-shapad)
MO 8 Sib BCic J§ BCbe J § = Scrow head
) ? Clips and screw heads also
5T i :gﬂl gssg j gi: shisw bir breale.
512 it Clio 406 o
573 BSY 1BSwJ {Bob JiBCH BCHJ ATkl couioied
5T i BSb BStbJ { BOW i BCH Bl J faslenr
| H J = a junction of low mas
el st bas. beon jound al this koca-
5218 & BS5t% h N
H fion. This is seen as a honzon-
17Tt Bl JiBCH J4 :l break PLUS a verical
me BCh JiBCH J ok
1713 i BChJ 8Cc Ji BCk J Sh % = mints with 5b. but not in
tTT4  BCbJ Bite J] BCbe J st 2 nuUmbares Sinp.
NOTE: Plitea 1 and 2 of the 5.2¢ Sleigh Rave bean found with & horizontl joint line. meaning a verdical 1agging braak wusts. Anyone wilh 2 full roll would be abla 1o condinm location of vertical bisaks

Motes to above chart

17T4, 3R found nsed as a PS/4.
17T3, 3R, found minc

1 pesiti .
not by perioraticn 1L is the stamp
with the plate number.

This chant developed and updaled
by Eugenc R. Emst Please report
new finds o him at 15522 Windy
Cove, Houston, TX 77095, Please in-
clude » diagram showing how you
count pogition.

Overall tagging
{andy on rolls whare the lagging hraak Is

constant and doss nat ‘walk')
4TIRi (W) i, 8R

4T1X {on saropm) (W) 1107, 5L, 8L, 7L,
5L, 1, 1L, 3R, R,
7R, BRY, 10R?

1L, L, 1, .,
8L, M. &L, SL, 4L,

AT1X (oo poda)

9R, 10R, 11R, IR

190, 4131, 100, ¥EL,
7L, L. 5L. 4L7, 3L,
WL, #IL, 3R, 4R, SR,
R, 12R

STiY

10Tii R

15T (W) 12, 1L, 10L, $L
8L,

0TI
$ITL(W

12LR
120, 15L, 3L, 4, 1L,
4R

¥ ST1Y Clecus Wapon i confirmed with anly
oo beeaks in 52 stamps, stamps ot tarked Dave
e,

“W" indicaios thal & “walking” tagging break
has slsc bocn reparied. This mesrs & break can be
found on ail positions.

A quesrion mark ndicates that the ro-
ported posiion has nt boen cone
firmed.

Untagged stripe
across top or bottom
4T1Ri Top
STIY Tap, bouom
18T2i Top, botiom
$1T1 Top, bottom
Emst welcomes new reports.

BEP explains UVM reprinting on ‘canceled’ plate

How can a plate be canceled by the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing only to be put back on press iwo
years later?

That is what apparently happened to the C Press
plate that was used (o print the ECA-GARD Universal
Vending Machine Coil (UVM).

Plate 189136-1 was assigned on July 5, 1991, and
tetmed a “Non-Denominated Universal Vending,
Coil—Intaglio.” That was in the report of plate activ-
ity for July 1991, which was included in the March
1992 usPs report. The report gave the plate size as
960, or 20 rows of 48.

According 10 the BEP report for Seplember 1991
(the last BEP report mailed out by USPS), the plate
went on press on Aug. 17, 1991. {t was canceled on
Sept. 3, 1991, The September plate-activity report
did not provide the total number of impressions. But

‘the report made one important change. The plate was

now printing only 864 subjects, or 18 rows of 48.

We asked BEP for a printing total from the canceled
plate. We were wary from the start because BEP al-
most always gives impression Iotals when it canceis
a piate. Yer 189136-1 was one of seven plates can-
celed in September 1591; BEP reported no impression
totals for any of them.

In the summer of 1992, BEP told TPN that 14,000
impressions had been made from the plate on Aug.
21, 1991.

The difference in press dates is insignificant. Aug.
17 was a Saturday. The plate may have gone on press
that day, and the printing run could have ended on
Tuesday, Aug. 21. Such weekend differences have
been noted in many reports.

In February 1993, Charles Yeager reported in
Linn's that the plale had gone back to press this Janu-
ary and had printed 14,000 rolls of 3,000 stamps.
(We are also suspicious of the repetition of the
“14,000.")

It had been understood that once a plate is ¢an-
celed, it is defaced and made unusable. Where did
the plate come from that was used for the reprinting?

BEP told TPN that Plate 189136-1 was sent back o
the C Press (the same press used previously) on Jan.
15, 1993, and printed 100,000 impressions. The

100,000 figure does not coincide with
Yeager's 14,000 rolls, no matter how we
do the arithmetic.

But what appears 10 be a2 huge mystery
turns out to be no mystery at alL.

When we asked BEP how a canceled
plate could be used to print more stamps,
we finally got an explanation. [t's because
of the plaie size.

“We aciually made two plates Number 1
for that stamp,” said Leah Akbar, a
spokesperson for BEP.

[Interestingly, Ms. Akbar said that as a
federal agency, BEP could not fall under
the Postal Service's ban not o speak o
reporters.}

“The first plate had the wrong number
of subjects and we redid it. No stamps
were printed from it.”

We deduce from this that the 864-
subject plate was the wrong one, for it
was the plate that was canceled. That
means the 960-subject plats is alive and
well and printing UvMs. [

Historic tagging FDCs
Qn Aug. 1, 1993, the Post Office
Department authorized use of a
"First Day of Use of Luminescent
Tagging” postmark in Dayton Chio.
Cavers show the 8¢ Jet over Capitol
airmail stamp.

Arteraft ..o imsssnns

Same, block of 4 ...

AFtMASTET oo ccrerevearennnns $12.50
POD discontinued special post-
marks on later tagging first days.
Send check, plus 21 for postage and
handling to:

Box FDC
The Plate Number
POB 20130

Shaker Hts., OH 44120-0130
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Postal inspectors check into low-value UVMs

TPN has learned that the Postal Inspec-
uon Service is investigating abuses of
Postal Mailing Centers {PMCs) by postal
personmel, including technicians who ser-
vice the machines that dispense Urniversat
Vending Machine Coils (UVMs).

The printing of low-value (up w0 18¢)
UVMs was supposedly stopped by Postal
Headquarters in December, but went on,
in spurts, through June. Huge profits were
made by those who printed them, ai-
though posial employees appear to have
been left off the gravy train,

The PMC at Oklahoma City was repro-
grammed back and forth to print illicit
low values until Carolyn Murphy, the
usps official in charge of vending ma-
chine sales, ptit a 5top 1o i,

Later, Ms. Murphy found out that the
machine at Miami Airport was continuing
1o sell low values wher an article in
Linr’s reported that fact. On reading this
in Linn's, Cklahoma City officials com-
plained o Ms. Murphy along the lines of:
“If you stopped us, why not them?"

Ms. Murphy was reportedly in the Nor-
man. Okla., post office while a private or-
der for three rolls (9,000 stamps) of low-
value UvMs was being run off by postal
employees. She is said to have waited un-
til she rerned to Washington before or-
dering Norman to stop the practice.

In late April, Ms. Murphy demanded
that ail PMC technicians provide her with
a concise daily history of everything
printed on ali their machines. But the Ann
Arbor, Mich., machine was spewing out
low values (10¢ and up) into late May.

It should be obvious to readers of TPN
that with high-priced offers being made
for low-value UVMS, it was very tempting
o print more of these stamps after they
supposedly went out of existence.

And now there are twa

The 1993 reprints of the Universai
Vending Machine coils for the ECA-GARD
Postal Mailing Centers (PMCs) have shiny
gum.

The original stamps were printed in Au-
gust 1991. The reprints were printed this
year, after the new paper specifications
came into force.

The new UVMS are on moiiled prephos-
phored paper. The previous version was
on solidly tagged prephosphored paper,
and BEP reported that the plate from
which they were printed had been can-
celed.

The shiny-gum UVMs have been report-
ed, so far, from Washington, D.C., and
Norman, Okla. They are also on sale

through the Philatelic Fulfillment Center.

But because the reprints generally came
into use after the partial crackdown on
low values, low values on shiny paper are
perceived to be rare. That spurred much
printing activity in Norman.

A TPN reader who obtained 15 sets of
low values on shiny-gum paper said he
put an offer on the ARTIS computer net-
work for dealers on April 16 for a com-
plete set of numbered suips from 1¢ to
18¢ on shiny paper for $2,200. The reader
was also willing to trade for an XF strip of
Plata 6 of the 18¢ Flag.

The reader said he placed the announce-
ment on the computer network after Prai-
rie Dog Trading Co., an El Paso dealer,
reneged on an advertisement in Linn's to
sell a set from 1¢ o 18¢ for $350.

The TPN reader said Prairic Dog asked
for $2,000.

Of his ad on ARTIS, the reader said, “[
guess it was oo early. Nobody yet under-
stood what I was offering.”

Prairie Dog gets a deal

TFN has learned that Prairie Dog Trad-
ing Co. in El Paso obmined three com-
plete roils of UvMs from Nerman by mail
order. Someone at Prairie Dog is report-
edly a friend of the Norman postmaster.

Mail orders were barred from the start
for UvMs and the Philatelic Sales Divi-
sion {now called the Fulfillment Center)
sold only 29¢ UVMS.

Prairie Dog's stamps, all low values,
were printed by postal employees, on
USPS time. The postal employees were not
cut in on the profits.

One Prairie Dog roll, on which the de-
notinations ¢ through 6¢ were printed,
was on dull-gum paper; the other two
rolls were on the new shiny-gurn paper.
Prairic Dog offered the sets from 1¢
through 18¢ in ad in Linn's at $350 for
numbered strips of five.

It was when Prairie Dog learned that
some of the stamps were on shiny-gum
paper that it upped the price, asking the
TPN reader for $2,000 a set.

Prairie Dog's private printing was
shipped to El Paso by Express Mail at
USPS expense.

Apparently, more values from 1¢ 1o 6¢
were printed for Prairie Dog later on
shiny-gum paper, enabling the firm to of-
fer complete sets on that paper.

One set from 1¢ to 18¢—the origins of
which are not known—all on shiny-gum
paper, was sent to a dealer on consign-
ment for $1,250, The dealer, however, re-
rurned them because of suspicions that
the stamps may have been illicitly pre-

pared.

A long stip of blanks, on dull-gum
paper, has been reported by Dr. John
Greenwood. These wonld seem 1o be
blanks stolen from or supplied by a tech-
nician. Legitimate skips are only known
where just one stamp was left blank.

Afraid of the modem

When people at the Norman post office
learned the price Prairie Dog was chare-
ing, one of them jokingly said he would
like to come in at midnight and run off
some more, hut he was afraid of the mo-
dem installed in the PMCs to report on the
previous day’s sales at midnight every
day.

Condition on the shiny-gum stamps has
been reported as both good and terrible. [t
is not yet known whether stamps sold by
Philatelic Fulfillment are from sciect
stock.

What do we collect, anyway?

TPN would like to repeat the warning
from Ken Lawrence, made before the first
UVMs were issued: “From the point or
view of PNC collecting, only one thing
counts: the plate number.”

In other words, the face value of the
stamps is of little imporance. Paying a
premivm for penny stamps is illogical.
Better o spend the money on high de-
nominaticns, and if you're really flush,
how about a numbered strip of 359.99
stamps?

Maeder details conversion
of PMCs in Coil Line

The postmaster at Monterey Park, Cal-
if., was unhappy about the ner ke of
only $100 per roll of 3,000 UVMs, sc he
ordered thz machines reprogrammed. [z -
now nets §1,000, although sales of rolls is
at only 12% of previous levels.

That, and other details of the slow con-
version to sales of 19¢ and up, including
the tale of the Prairie Dog deal, are in-
cluded in an article by Tom Maeder, pres-
ident of PNC?, in the June issue of Coif
Line.

“There are fewer than 50 plate sirips of
lg-18¢ from the second (shiny gum)
printing,” Maeder says. “Barring a change
in USPS programming policy, that is all
there will be.”

The quality on the shiny-gum Prarie
Dog strips, Maeder says, is such that col-
lectors previously rejected them because
of poor centering. But with so few
around, that would apparently become the
norm. OJ
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Part XLVI

Constant plate and mat varieties
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DROPPED TRANSFER—TPN has drawn a line across the top of “Stutz Bear-
cat” 1o show the lower placement of the stamp at 2L.

By A.S. Cibulskas

L¢ Omnibus

1. Plate 1, Cotrell. Small verticai wedge 3-4mm
below and nght of "s” in date. Consmnt &t 2L (Kel-
ler)

b. Plate 4. Chill-roller doubling on plate number.
Multiple copies sbmined. (Keller)

Parts of registry marks

found at bottom of E&S

Bulk Rate USA
vy v

Al Haake has been advertising “10¢ Ea-
gle and Shield with partial registry marks
at bottom of stamp."

On 2 copy submitted to TFPN, the wo
little nubs at the bottom edge were in the
blue of “Bulk Rate” and were only
0.25mm high.

The stamps on which they were found
were cut in such a way that the top of the
cagle’s head is only lmm from the top of
the stamp, but the stamp height is normal.

- .uI“l. 1“’

- L\i

10¢ Eagle and Shield

o Plme 11112 Red dot/gouge sbout 3mm to right
of cagic's right wing necar top of wing. Censtant at
7L. (Keller)

11¢ Stutz Bearcat

1. Plate 3. Dropped transer at 2E. Conswent. (JAd-
ams)

21.1¢ Letters

2. Plate 111121, unprecanceled. Dot in margin
above and right of the second "1” of the denamina-
tion. Constant at 2R. (SAdams)

22¢ Flag
a. Plate 4. Gouge resulting in 4 design resembling

_ & horizonal telephone handpiece in teh night side of

the bostom margin. Constant st 2R. {JAdams)

29¢ White House

4, Plate 8. Inking variety. Blue color bleeds into
red stripes affecting fiva upper sripex. Length of
bleed varies and increases from bottam to tap from
slight to 3-4mm. (Lipsen)

Please submit varieties to Cibulskas at
28 Westwood Rd., Stamford CT 06902,
All stlamps will be remrned. Duplicate
copies are preferred w prove constancy.

e HEINLE:

(Jl.s\

._49( Ni

s

MISCUT IMPERF—John Tison has submitted what he believes to be the first
imperfarate miscut of the White Hause Flags. Plain imperfs are now known

from Plates 1, 3,4, 5,6, 7, and 8.

Scott Monthly offering ‘Free for AIl’

Scott Stamp Monthly is giving away
stamps, covers, and other philatelic items
each month,

“We expect this new feature to become
very popular,” said Wayne Youngblood,
ithe magazine's editor,

Youngblood said the value of the givea-

ways could exceed the annuval subscrip-
tion cost of $16.95, noting that the first
three months’ gifis total $14.95 at remil.
For info, write Youngblood at TPN,
P.O. Box 828, Sidney, OH 45365-0828.
Please include a SASE with $1.21 in post-

age for a sample copy.

UPDATE

New stamps, new imperfs

New imperforates

L7T4—Plate 4 of the 17¢ Elecwic Auto. Miscut.
Number on top, Spliced. (Tison)

2001—Plate 1 of the 20¢ official Numbered stiip
of 3 with red splica, and one strip of three. (Tison)

25M7?—Miscut strip of the 25¢ Honeybee from
tcp row, showing clectric-eye marks above stamps.
No plate number. (Tisan)

29F1X—Plate 1 of the 29¢ Flag over the White
House.

29FSX—Tlate 5 of the 294 Flag over the White
House. (Tison)

29F8X-—Plate 8 of the 29¢ Flag over the White
House, imperforate and miscut. (Tison)

New stamps

STIZP—Plata 3 of the 05 Cance, rolls of 2,000.
April 8. (Dr. Rabinewitz)

59TIP-1R—~The 5.9¢ Bicycie from Plate 3 with
the pracancel gap at | R, (Haake)

S9T4P-1R—The 5.9¢ Bicycic from Plate 4 with
the precancel gap at 1R (Haake)

L0T1H—10¢ Canal Boat, Plate 1, dull gum, overail
lagging (with vertical tagging break at 9R). B Press
priumung, plate-number interval 48, Paper [illn.Rolls
of 3,000 and 500. (Haake, Rabinowitz)

Note: Finding of 10T 1i means that previous (pre-
phosphored, shiny gum) stamp with that number
mus now be LOTLiL

10U{AS3889)P—10¢ Eagle and Shicld with the
nfbm “A8B38%.” Around Memorial Day. (No-
vak)

100(A99998)P—10¢ Eagle and Shield with the
numbers “A99998.” June 10. (Haake/Rabinowitz)

10U{A99999)P—(Previsusly repored) The 10¢
undencrinated Eagle and Shicld with the numbers
“A999997 in rolls of 10,000. (GClark)

HUNNIPX—BEP version of 10¢ Eagle and
Shield with numbers “111117 without prefix. Issued
May 29 at Sccavcus, N.J. Widely available prior w0
issua date.

1WUGEHLPY-—Suamp Venturers’ vemion of
10¢ Eagle and Shield with numbers “S11111," Is-
sued May 29 at Sacancux, NJ. Availabla pror to is-
sue date.

19M(AS555)V1—The 19¢ Fishing Boal with the
numbers "AS5555." Untagged error See details an
Page §6. Abaut Mar 4. (Youngblood, Menia, Wolff}

2IF(S1IIPZ—The 23¢ Flag USA with the num-
bers "S111,7 indicating a printing by 2 new contric-
tor, Stamp Venturers. The original stamp was print-
ed by Guilford Gravure for American Bank Note
Co. and had the numbers "A1111." About April 23.
Issued wt Denver, May 14, (Dr. Rabinowitz)

25F91¥V1—Plate 9 of the prephosphored 25¢ Flag
over Yosemite. Black Forest No ki slope
{Schwarz)

29FEXV1—Plate 6 of the 29¢ Flag over the
‘White House. Indigo instead of blue. (Lina's)

{29UIX1—The reprinted undenominated Unives-
sal Vending Machine starnp has shiny gum and is on
moulad prephosphored paper. The criginel (29)U1X
had dull gum and was on solid prephosphored paper,
Abowt April 15 in Norman, Okla, and in Washing-
ton, D.C., and Philatelic Sales Division in Kansas
City. Condition reponied s being “lerrible.” (Per-
acls, Dr. Rabinowitz, Lipson, Lenz)

Catalog update

A complets listing of all samps issued since ap-
pearance of the 1991 ediion of The Flate Number
Cail Catalog (sevemih edition) may be found on
Page 90 of this issue of 7PN,

‘TPN corrections
Page 7L—The headline "“29¢ Yosemile incidence”
should bave said *"Rushmore.”



—_—

The Plate Number, July 1993 1103

Linn’s Yearbook, a font of knowledge

George Amick, Linm's U.5. Stamp Yearbook 1992,
Linn's Stamp News, P.O. Box 29, Sidnsy, Ohio
45365. 330 (hardcovar) or §18 (paper back)

By Stephen G. Esrati

It is absolutely uncanny how we strug-
gle and wil w find things out when
George Amick seems to have known all
along.

Here we are in the July issue of TPN,
saying that motiled prephosphored paper
is prephosphored throughout while solid
prephosphoring means the stamps only
have a phosphor coating.

Amick knew it long ago, because that's
the way he describes the 75¢ Willkie
stamps, which now come both ways,

Or note how we leamed only in the last
issue that the 29¢ Happy New Year stanip
had two different ways of adding the off-
set tagging block. Amick knew that, 100.

And it takes a lot ionger to get a book
ready for publication than it does for
TPN.

Amick has once again done a superb job
of finding out what we want to know.

Here are some of his reports as they per-
tain W PNCs and Great Americans:

« The 75¢ Willkie was printed on the in-
taglio part of the D Press. (We did not
know because plate-activity reports have
been stopped.) The original issue of the
samp (that’s the one with dull gum) was
on phosphor<oated paper, Amick said.

» The 29¢ Flower coil was printed and
perforated by Stamp Venturers in Rich-
mond, Va. then coiled and finished at
Stamp Venturers in Milwaukee. We had
been told in Philatelic Release 92-003
that the printing was to be done not by
Stamp Venturers bul by J.W. Fergnsson
(which is in Richmond, Va.). We had not
been told that the finishing was done at
Banta Corp. (which is in Milwaukee), al-
though it probably was. These facls
should not be in dispute, but it is now im-
possible to find out who was right be-
cause of the Postal Service’s gag on print-
ers,

+« The 29¢ Flag over the White Honse
was printed by BEP on the C Press as well
as on the intaglio portion of the D Press.
(We have had no data.) Rolls of 100 were
printed on a 20x 48 sleeve while rolls of
500 and 3,000 were printed on an 18x48
sleeve. Until we gel plate-activity data un-
der our Freedom of Information Act re-
quest, we cannot tell which press was
used for which.

= The sleeve used by Guilford Gravure
for printing the 23¢ USA Flag stamps
printed 456 stamps with each revolution
of the 19x24 sleeve. Just before the gag
rule was ordered by the Postal Sarvice,

we learned from American Bank Note
that Guilford also uses sieeves with 18
stamps across, depending on roll size,
Since we used a muitiplier of 19 for the
“maximuom PNC" figures on the 10¢ unde-
nominated Eagle and Shield, some of
those figures might be too high, but with-
out plate-activity reports we cannot tell.

* BEP, on the other hand, printed all its
23¢ USA stamps with a sleeve measuring
1Bx 24.

= Guilford Gravure printed the gravored
S5¢ Circus Wapon in the 19x24 format.

= Amick, unfortunateiy, fell into the trap
of the untagged 10¢ Red Cloud, as did
TPN. We now know we were lied 1o by
Joe Peng of USPS and that the stamps are
an error, not an intenionally untagged is-
sue.

» The 19¢ Fishing Boat with plate num-
bers starting with "5 were also prinied
by Guilford Gravure in the 19x 24 format.

Amick's book makes good reading.

One story concerns the Flag Over the
White House Stamp, on which the de-
nomination was left out pending the USPS
appeal of the 29¢ rate sat by the Postal
Rate Commission. When the rate stayed
at 29¢, Deborah Alexander engraved the
“USA 29" into the area left blank by en-
graver Thomas Hipschen.

Hard as it is to believe, you can sit
down and read the book with great joy.

Amick tells the two differing stories
about John Sununu's role in putting a flag
atop the White House. One is obviously
not the truth, but Amick doesa’t leave you
guessing.

Afler saying that Sununu had wid Bill
McAllister of The Washington Post that
he was not uying to design the stamp,
Amick writes:

However, Donald M. McDoweli, director
of the Offica of Stamp and Phifatelic Mar-
keting for USPS, gave a somewhat difter-
ant varsion to Linn's Slamp Naws
MecDowall said the Postal Service’s “origi~
nal plan was 1o let tha angraver put tha

flag in and determine which way the wind
should blow.” ...

There's also this swipe about ABN's gra-
vured 5¢ Circus Wagon:
A philatelic release was sent out by
USPS, but net until December 14, eight
days aftar the first day of sale,

This book should be an annual addition
o your stamp library, becapse it is the
sort of thing yor go back to time and
again to look up information about

stamps.

The only drawback is that some of the
data published for any one year never gets
updated later, and there is no other source
for the information, such as the number of
stamps ordered printed. (7

S

ADLETS

Classified ads are 15 c¢ents a
word. There is no chargs for i
your addrass. Members of PNC?
are sntitled to one 25-word froe
adlet each year.

FREE: Nationai Pracancel Prica List. Six pages fully il-
lustrated. #10 SASE appreciated. Howard Maser,
1409-13th St Highland, 1L 62249, (PNC3 4-93, 1-34)

MIXTURE SCRTERS: 10¢ Tractor Trailer stamas wanted
on pieca with privataly overprinied endorsements. Pay
$2.50 each, VF. Box TT, PCB 20130, Shaker His., OH
44120, (PNC3 4-83)

INTAGLID FLATE 2 AND 3 plate blocks of the Happy
New Year stamp wanted. Alsq, Dlaie BIOCKS showing
no block tagging at all (suppesadly fram intaglio Flate
1). Joann Lenz, 37211 Alpar Or., Sterling His. MI
48312-2203. (PNC3 4-83)

WANTED PS 18s: Regular Perted XF-S, impert, omis-
perf, miscut, John Tison (PNC3 473, APS, ASDAY B&J
Saies, 3012 $. Croddy Way, San@a Ana, CA 82704, 1-
BOO-B54-4487. [6-93)

PFNCs BY SUBSCRIPTION: My customars got the un-
tagged Fishing Boat far $12. It's quite simpile. Sub-
5CND8 1O My new-iSsues sarvice and get every new
piate number as a PS/3 or PSS, VF or XF | also carry
famam, Aricraft, and Artmaster FDCs. Send $25 de-
posit ta Esrati, PDS 20130, Shakar Heights, OH
44120, (4-93)

JOIN PNC3 Fer details, write Joann Lenz, 37211 Alper
Or., Starling His. MI 48312-2203. (4-83)

1F YOU DESPERATELY need 2 1391 PNC Catalog, you
can still obfain one fram £d Danson, the PNC Speciai-
ist, PO Box 158, Alderpcint, GA 95411. Phane (707)
926-5312. (4-93)

Winner's circle

and upcoming shows

Margaret Stanchfield won a silver st SANDI-
CAL in San Diego with her Homsybes sxhibit. She
also wook & gold with a topical exhibit called “Api-

Gary Davis won a silver at CIAPEX in Des
Moines slong with several other swards with “Postal
Usages of PNCs 1981-1992." The show is nat relat-
ed to the Central Iitelligence Agency.

Dr. Frank Shively won a silver & the March Par-
ty in Cleveland for his *Ticket Meters.” He also wan
a silver at OKPEX in Oklahoma City for his 8.3¢
Ambulance.

Allonse D. Ponzlllo won a silver at SONEX in
Cheshire, Conn, for his C(rest Amezicans. Bill
MceMurray won no medals bat his “Tomorrow’s
Classics” was the most popular exhibic

Ken Lawrence won a vermeil st ROPEX in
Rochemter, N.Y., for his Holocaust exhibit and Mary
Ann Owens won a silver for her wpical look a1 the
Transportation Coils,

Dean Hawk’s Trunsportation Cails won the sec-
ond award st the McKinley show st Canton Ohio,
along with a fistful of other awards.

Dr, Joteph Agrls won a gold at the ASDA Mega
Evers for his privaie perforstions of vending ma-
chine coils and a vermeti for his U.S. coil waste.

You can zee some of thete prize winning exhibits
at shows scheduled this summer and fall:

McMinrray's exhibit will be st the Omaha Stamp
Show Sept. 34 and s AIRPEX in Dayion Ohia,
Sept 24-26. It will also be seen a1 the St Louis
stamp show Oct. 1.3,

Davis and Ponrillo will show their sxhibits at
Tharnespex it New London, Conn, Ot 24,
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VARIETIES / ERRORS

TOLEDO BROWNS: Mow Scott listed s 2523 VF PS/S #7 §150; XF PS/5 #7 $175. If you weuld kke plaie strips of 7, odd 58 to price.
TOLEDQ BROWN SINGLES: YF 54; XF $4.50.

TOLEDO BROWN VARIETY: “Bsld George Washinglon.” These stamps come from ralls from Sleevs 1. The lop of Woshinglon's bead is unprinted. Pairs $29.
UNTAGGED FISHING BOAT- XF-5 PS/5 A55555 $14.50. Longer sirips avoiduble. Add 50 cents per extro stamyp. Ko-number sirips, S0¢ per stamp.

IMPERFORATE HONEYBEE.

ﬁ ﬁ a a a 22810 XF-S Honeybee Imperf PS/5 #1 — D Prass tagging S500

22810 XF-S Honeybee lmperf pair $45

2194k — Hapkins pinte varie-

22908 — NEW FIND! Yosemite, black tress. ty. UL plate hlock of 4. One of

Previously known only with BLOCK tagging from

the scarcest of the Great Ameri-
Sleeves 5 and 9. | recontly acquired o faw strips on PREPHOS- cans $eries. Featured on the
PHORED PAPER from a callector. Yery Scazce us the totol find was 2 tover of the April 1992 Ameri-
partial rolls of 100. The likelhood of more furning up & very re- can Philatelist ond ficst reported

mote. $20 pet stamp.

in Lisn’son 7/16/90. S175.

573 — (NL PAPER
v en ERERBE DRSNS

'—’Ur* e 2k -‘Js!’-*%l o X

| 22808 —Yosemite, truncated plate number Sleeve 13. PS/5 S12 I

Lenz Paper singles F-VF

@ 43 per stamp Terme: Payment with order. 15-doy return i not sofisfied. All orders sent postpaid.
vavil EDMP; gf I'}\bl\{ﬁ RTZ
PNC? qu GROTON, CT 06340

| Great Amerzcans—Speczals ]

%2 50¢ Nimitz, Overall tagged, dull gum, Plate 3, untagged stripe across two top
2 stamps. PS/20, $20; or ZIP Block of 4, $6.50.

23¢ Cassatt, Overall tagged, Plate 2, tagging break appears at bottom of block,

56¢ Harvard, block tagged on phosphored paper, singles only, $5 each. Supply
2 very limited. Plate blocks wanted, pay $15. é

1992 Lighthouse supplements

2 |carry all Lighthouse albums, album supplements, binders, UV lamps, stock 7
¢ books, and supplies at a 15% discount. Added 5% off for members of PNC3. Call %

or write for details.

STEPHEN G. ESRATI

P.0. Box 20130, Shaker Helghts, Ohio 44120
Tolephons: (216) 561-9393 FAX: {216) 752-5002
Or, If you are on America Online, write me as StevStamps
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It takes 8 stamps to make a plate block

Denis Fuller wonders what
the correct size should be for
collecting plate blocks of the
25¢ Jefferson.

Normatly, a plata block
would e the corner block of
four. In this instance, being a
six-positien issua, | am at a
loss.

On the 29¢ Warran—
printed by tha sama printer—
tha plats number is in six dif-
ferent pasitions: tha four
sides and top ceniar and bot-
tom center.

The 29¢ Jefferson has the
centar pane’s plate numhar in
the sama position on the top
and bottom as an the UR and
LR.

With the position-identifier
block, they'ra easy to teil
apart. But, an this issus, the
identifier is four stamp posi-
tions away from the plate
number. Is the correct plate
biock, therefore, an aight ot a
four? Or both?

The matched-set collector
will probably need a biack of
sight to be able to tell the dif-
ference in positions, and the
regular cctiector will take a
blogk of four because posi-
tion does not matter. QOr does
it? Are wa gatting into the sit-
uation we had with PNCs
whare we wondered whether
to collect strips of threa or
fiva? Strips of three, now, are
congiderably lower in value
than strips of five.

As & dealer, do | stotk plate
blocks of four or sight? What
will album makers do?

| havs nothing but gues-
tions.

Fuller has posed the question
and also supplied his own an-
swer. A collector who does not
want to expenence the fate of
the Israel collector who tore off
the tabs on the first stamps of
Israel because one does not col-
lect seivage, would be wise to
heed Fuller's warning about the
parallel to PNCs. Despiwe the
fact that Scou Publishing Co.
refused to recognize strips of
five in iis calalog for many
years, strips of five are the key
items in most PNC collections,
not strips of three.

TEN does not tell collectors
how to collect. Each collector
is king of his or queen of her
own album. But prudence dic-
tates that one should pay atten-
tion to seivage, especially in a
case where future demands by
position collectors will be for
all six positons, and only
blocks of eight will allow that
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WHICH TWIN HAS THE TONI?—Bottom right and bottom
center blocks of four are idantical, but with the position-
identifier block, thay can be toid apart.
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CLOSEUP—What
like on UL block.

it looks

detérmination.
The same thing goecs for the

blocks of six with the descrip-
tdons of the Great Amecricans.
These exist for:

5¢ Muiloz tagged

5S¢ Muiiez untaggoed

29¢ Warren

35¢ Chavex

404 Chennaull overail-ugged

40¢ Chennanlt prephogphared

522 Humphrey

75¢ Willkie (dull gum)

75¢ Willkie (shiny gum)

While the descriptive blocks
are mercly sclvage, they are
bound to become desirable as
interest in the Great Amencans
Serics grows and as collectors
expand into new ficlds to con-
quer. Currently, they are cheap.

The sad part of all this that
the Philatelic Fulfillment Cen-
ter will seil position strips of
20 omnly on stamps with a face
value of 30¢ or more. That
means one must buy gix Jeffer-
son panes to get all six posi-
tions.

Scott will list the Jefferson in
plate blocks of four and eight,
and assigned it the number
2184B.

High-bright Stravinsky

The 2¢ Stravinsky exisis on a
high-bright Type Il paper, as
well as on Type I paper.

Ken Moreau was offered an
untagged Stravinsky single, but
when he looked at it under the
UV short-wave lamp, it glowed

bluish-white. He called TPN
for an opinion and was asked if
the stamp was used.

“Yes,” he said.

Based on that, Moreau was
told that it was probably z
chernical changeling that had
been affected by other material
in the soaking water. Moreau
returned the stamp to the deal-
er.

But Wayne Chevery of Glen
Stamps, the dealer from whom
the stamps had come, sent two
mint Stavinsky singles for
Morear w0 cxamine. His ac-
companying note said untagged
Stravinskys exist on normal
(Type I) paper as well as on the
high-bright paper. He said he
had never seen an untagged
Swavinsky on  the normal
paper.
The PNC Study Group had
reporied that the Stravinskys
exist on Paper I (Plates 1, 2, 3,
and 4) and Paper [l (Plates §
and 6). But a re-examination of
Plates 5 and 6 shows that the
paper is not Type II, but Type
IIL

One of tle characteristics of
Type il paper iz that it exhibits
no brighteners under long-
wave UV, This paper does.

Another charscteristic  of
Type 11 paper is that if held vp
for swrong backlighting, onc
can see a diagonal 45-degree
texture. This paper lacks any
texture.

All of which would tend to
prove that Chevery's stamps
are on Type il paper and that
he has seen it untagged only on
Type Hll and noton Type 1.

Chevery aiso offered Moreau
two unagged copies of the 3¢
Clay, both on Type | paper, but
one very high bright, the other
normal. Further, he offered an
uniagged,  high-bright  4¢
Schurz on Type I paper.

Chevery told Moreau that the
17¢ Carson exisis untagged on

high-bright paper, too.

Prephosphored Harvard

Scott Adams has found what
looks like a 56¢ Harvard in
which overall tagging was ap-
plied over the block tagging.
But on closer examination, it
appears that the stamps were
printed on a prephosphored
paper. []
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‘No-yellow” Bee
offered at $1,100

Dealer B. Nolan is offering
“offset yellow missing” 25¢
Honeybees at 31,100 each, or
$2,000 a pair.

BEP had examined such
stamps and reported (TPN May
1991) that it found traces of
yellow ink.

BEP blamed the apparent lack
of yeliow on temporary ink
starvation and noted that the
stamps had green leaves that
would have been blue in the
absence of any yeilow.

Nolan, however, says he has
a Philatelic Foundation cer-
uficate for one pair attesting to
a total lack of yellow. It may
not refer to the pair being sold.

A prospective buyer was twld:
“If you can't see it, it ain't
there, I'll guarantee it.”

The prospective buyer was
unwilling to bet §2,000. J
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Great Americans Cover of Bi-Month

By Richard L. Beecher

The 6¢ Lippmann was issued in 1985 to pay no particular rate (there were adequate supplies of
the 6¢ Eisenhower), so it was used primarily as a makeup stamp.

Solo usages are hard to find. On this cover, it was used to pay postage due on an envelope mailed
from Canada.

In 1588, the domestic rate within Canada was 37¢, but the rate to the United States was 40.¢. Un-
derfranked mail coming from Canada is charged postage due at double the deficiency, so a single
Lippmann paid it. The stamp is ted by an April 1988 Alden, N.Y., circular hand canced.

23¢ USA oo - 9% Coverof Bi-Montk.... . 106 Tagpingeomna 9,92, 93
Index JUlY 1993 g Haonsybee,...... . 106 Dxrl':nk.l-f . 9% T;fvngmze.m..... . a%
29¢ Jeffersan. . 105 GreatAmericans..... . 105 UVMSins 100, 161
10¢ Canai Boat...... 93,97  SéiHarvard...... . I P —— 86,9293 Updatteo...... 102
16¢ Eagls, Shield.... 99,102 AdletSee, . 103 Pritffo. . 58 Variefies.o... . 2
11¢ Stutz Beareat.... . 102 AU ReWt %4 ProviSionals'.... . 95
19¢ Fishing Boat.... . 85,86, 88  Caalog updale...... W RS . 103
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