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E&S stamps hit double digits

By Stephen G. Esrati

American Bank Note's Eagle and
Shields have gone into double digits. The
five plates have been made for what
would logically be “A10 10 10 10 10.” But
that would be too long w fit on the

stamps, so Guilford Gravure, which prints
E&S stamps for ABN, came up with the in-
genious "AA11111." Printing had not be-
gun when this edition of TPN went to
press,

Two other combinations have been

The perils of dumpster diving

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, writing in
Stamp Coliector, speculated on the rarity
of A1112 of the 19¢ Fishing Boal, which
should be the most common Fishing Boat
according o the impression totals sup-
plied by American Bank Note Co.

Dr. Rabinowitz pointed out that the
stamps were printed in Scottsboro, Ind.,
by Muli-Color Corp., but had to be perfo-
rated elsewhere. That has been confirmed
by American Bank Nole, which said the
stamps were perforated by Guilford Gra-
vure in Connecticut.

His explanation for the rarity of Ai1i2
was that Muli-Color was hit by a flood,
“30 it could very well be that most of the
Al112s were soaked during the flood and
‘destroved.’

It did not quite happen that way. The
flood took place Aug. 8, a long time afler
the stamps had been printed and shipped
to Guilford. According 1o ABN, all that
was lost in the flood was waste,

Knowing that no stamps were perforat-
ed at Multi-Color, Dr. Rabinowitz also
speculated on the imperforate Fishing

Boats found by Jerry and Barb Koepp of
Stamps ‘n’ Stuff, stamps they bought
from a man who had obtained them at a
flea market from a guy who had swapped
three ricks of firewood for them.

The postal inspectors, according to Dr.
Rabinowitz, seized the Koepps' imperfo-
rales because another dealer, William
Langs, had figured out that the soaked,
dirty imperfs—irom which the Koepps
had had w remove the gum—were from
printer’s waste and had come not from
coils bui from a sheet.

But that ain't quite the way it happened.
After buying one imperforaie strip from
the Koepps, the postal inspectors pounced
on the poor guy who had sold the stamps
to Koepp and seized about 3,000 of his
imperfs and threatened him with as much
as five years in jail

But they jeft the Koepps and their im-
perfs alone when the inspectors were able
1o prove that Multi-Color had improperly
disposed of the ruined printer’s waste.
Multi-Color apparently wied to burn the
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printed, however: A89999 and A99999.

Dr. Robert Rabinowilz found A99998
about March 10; he found A%9999 on
March 30, in what he termed a “limited
supply.”

A spokesperson for ABN gave this ac-
count of the printing history:

After the A88388s were printed, its five
plates were rechromed and printing bepan
with five plates numbeared "9.”

Before completing that printing run,
printing began again or the 19¢ Fishing
Boat, using four plates numbered *5.”
Duning printing, the black 5 plate had to
be pulled and a black 6 plate was substi-
tuted, resulting in Fishing Boats inscribed
A5556.

When printing was resumed on E&S
A99999, it was discovered that the blue
plate had something wrong with it and a
blue Plate 8 was substituted. That resulied
in a printing inscribed A89999.

ABN expected o resume printing the Ea-
gle and Shields with the numbers A899%0

Please turn 1o Page 69

BEP blames ink
for ‘Toledo browns’;
says error was caught

The Bureau of Engraving and Prinling,
after eight hours of work, has determined
that the “Toledo brawn" can be traced to
the supplier of the ink.

But it also determined that the stamp is
a genuine color error, not something
caused by ink conamination.

BEP discussed the stamps with its con-
Iacting officer’s technical representative.
This is what was fornd:

It was reportad that the drum of ink con-
tzinad the proper brown ink in the upper
part of the container, but when the ink in
tire {ower porticn was reached, the color
thanged to that which is similar to ik on
the submitted {Toledo brown] stamps,

The color changs was not abrupt, be-
cause there is a transiticn period in which
the two difterent inks went tnrough a
blending process and stamps having inter-
mediate colors resulted before the stamps
having the color in question were pro-
duced.

Please turn to Page 74
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SENNETT’S FIRM MUZZLED

Starnp Venturers and American Bank Note Co. have al-
ways been most helpful in answering our questions. They
filled many of the gaps in the information the Postal Ser-
vice sent out

Richard Sennett, head of Stamp Venturers, once told
TPN that he did not understand why the Postal Service
held up simple facts as if they were national secrets.

In February, we received word from the Postal Service
that the 29¢ Jefferson would be printed by Stamp Venrur-
ers as part of the Great Americans Serics and that it would
bear one plate number, “S1.”

But the Postal Service did not say where the stamps
would be printed nor did it say what sort of press they
would be printed on. Se we cailed Sandra Lanc at Stamp
Venturers.

Mrs. Lane, Sennert’s daughter, had acted as the spokes-
person for the firm untl now. She gladly told us thar the
stamps would be printed at Stamp Venturers’ own plantin
Ogdensburg, M.Y., on a T/A Press.

Then she asked that from now on we should call Mark
Fleming, wha would answer all our questdons.

Ken Lawrence immediately raised a question: Past T/A
Press printings were donc with two paired plates of 600
stamps, each with its own plate number. Would Jefferson
be the same?

We wied the Postal Service, talking first o Valoree Var-
go, whose name was on the news release for the Jeffersons.
She said she would find out.

Then, we reccived a call from the Postal Scrvice’s Joe
Brockert, a man who earned his spurs writing philately for
Linw, saying he did not know bur would try to find out.
We did not hear from him again in time for the March is-
sue.

We called Fleming, who said he worked for Banta Corp.,
one of the firms under the Stamp Vencurers umbrella, He
said he would find out for us.

But when he called back, he said, “We believe that infor-
madon of this type should come from our customer, the
Postal Service. We are not at liberty to disclose informa-
tion without the cuscomer’s consent.”

It is normal for journalists to ask questions. Itis also nor-
mal for journalists to report the news. Whether the 29¢
Jeffersans have one plate number or two is definitely news,
and it should not be a narional secret.

We were not happy about Fleming’s response. We com-
plained to Mrs. Lane, who agreed that we should have ac-
cess to such information, but apologized about the fact
that although she knew the answer she would first have to
resolve the policy quesdon of whether she or the Postal
Service should provide us the answer to the question:
“One plate or two?”

‘ Letters to the editor

I All letiers are welcome. 7PN reserves Lhe right 1o ¢dit and condense letters,
| 1o print them as bylined articles, or 1o reject them. For the sake of efficiency,
| readers are urged to write to P.0. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120
. TPN will forward letters to the proper authoriies for replies. Unsigned re-
. plies are by Steve Esrai.
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Several days later, we called Mrs. Lane again. The answer
came quickly: The T/A Press uses two plates of 600 sub-
jects when printing definitives, thus giving us two paired
plate numbers.

But on the policy question, she said the informaton
should really come from the Postal Service and that Flem-
ing was the man we should call wo get our answers.

Please note that this type of tooth-pulling doesn’t come
cheap. We made two calis to Ms. Vargo in Washington,
three to Mrs. Lane in Virginia, and one to Fleming in Wis-
consin.

And then we started on our next quest Have the paper
specificadons used by stamp printers been changed? Ms.
Vargo confirmed that they had been. That would account
for all the differences we've been secing of late on such
stamps as the Eagle and Shields with the numbers a77777
and A88888 as well as the differences Al Cibulskas noticed
berween Platc A1 and a2 of the gravured 3¢ Circus Wagon.

Still larer, afrer more costly long-distance calls, American
Bank Note Co. confirmed thac the new Eagle and Shiclds
were printed on paper meeting the new specs. We asked
the Postal Service for the new specs. Joe Brockert told us
that release of the specs to 7PN would require a manager’s
approval. What on earth could be secret about paper spec-
ifications?

Stay muned! »

NO MORE PLATE REPORTS

The cost-cutting Postal Service is going to stop issuing plate-
activity reports. A spokesperson said USPS is aware of the fact
that only few subscribers 1o the repores publish any of the
data and is seeking 2 way ta ger the reports to those subscrib-
ers, cither directly from the printers or through Usps.

That means 7PN may be one of the few remaining sources
for such information, but we'd be happier if it were not so.

Think of it. We could not have amassed the data we used 1o
put out the Plate Number Coil Catalog. We would never
have known what happened after the firc that destrayed two
Coterell presses. We would not have been able to ngure out
tagging breaks, and through them what we have called
“E=MC2.” We would have been unable to compile the data
we have recently published on the Great Americans.



There are some mistakes
in Great Americans summary

LETTERS:

You do have some mistakes in the summary of dara on
the Great Americans.

* The Jack London booklets do not violate the promise
o collectors about not duplicating numbers, since they
were announced as separate items from the beginning,
which they are. The same is true of the 50¢ Nimie. The A
Press version was announced as a new stamp, and began
again with Plate 1.

* The 28¢ Sitring Buli is block ragged, not overall.

In reply: This error in the brochure was caught before the
March issue of TPN went to the printer.

* Why do you doubt that the 40¢ Chennault was printed
on the A Press? It wasn’t taken out of service uniil 1992,
Before that, the only C or D Press Great Americans were
overflow in rate-change years. Mufioz was an example of
that, but T can’t scc any pressing demand for a 40¢ stamp
that would have caused a problem.

* Your data on the T/A Press under the 35¢ Dennis Cha-
vez stamp is wrong. The press uses two 600-subject plates,
so one revolution of the press prines 600 stamps from each
plate, or 1,200 from both plates per revolution.

The layout is:

hd S I

w %

S

And the same goes for S2, mounted in tandem, just like
400-subject Corrrell plates.

* [ dor’c think any stamps have been processed on the
electriceye perforacor since the Cottrells were scrapped in
1585, but if they have been, it certainly isn’t any 5¢
Mufoz, 17¢ Lockwood, 52¢ Humphrey, 56¢ Harvard,
65¢ Arnold, or $1 Revel stamps. These are all gauge 11
bull’s-eye perfed (Eurcka perforator}. The eleciriceye per-
forator applied gauge 11x10Y; line perfs. Are you being
misled by crow’s foot and register markings in the selvage?

D reply: When we used “E-2” in the summary, it referred
not © the perforation method, but to the selvage mark-
ings. One of the authorities whom we quoted, Dr. Michael
Rybalka, used the term “thick EE lines” two refer to the
crow’s feet (U5, Speciafist, April 1987).

Light and dark Mitchells
On Page 31, you answered Carol Morehouse by saying
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Pedro’s World of PNCs

by Pedro Oregon. M.D.

MEMO

FROM: Doodler
TO: Editor, Publisher, Owner
RE: Cartoon

1. Main topic in latest TPN&GAR has prompt-
ed the enclosed cartoon.

2. You may think I am editorializing here. In a
way | am, but not every cartoon has to be bland
and inoffensive.

3. If your editorial integrity is compromised by
publishing the cartoon, print a disclaimer; I am re-
sponsible for any personal opinions.

4. If even this leaves you uneasy, consign cartoon
(and memo) to the Eternal Recycler in the Skies.

5. I am not overestimating our readership am I?
Won't everybody understand the cartoon?

Dealer: “Yes, feelings of self-loathing, panic ar-
tacks, dreams of crowds of collectors after me, and
my feet glued to the floor ..."

Counselor: “Typical picture! We offer one-on-one
counseling, group therapy, a support group ... and
will teach you that what you have is a complication
of a bad obsessive-compulsive disease—PNC col-
lecting.”

POLEPELLVE 0060580000030 06060 0

that “we” don’t know what to make of the dark/light 1¢
Mirchell. Please refer to George Bretr’s articles on these in

the July 1991 and April 1992 U.S. Specialists.
In reply. We did. Both articles deal only with the 1¢
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Miechell, although such light prindngs are known fram
several other (3¢ White, 5¢ Black, for example) A Press
values. The 1991 ardcle was inconclusive, and the 1992
article did not come 1o any conclusions, either. QOur reply
to Mrs. Morehouse stands. If George Brert can only guess
and not be certain, thats good enough for us. We dont
kaow why there are light printings of the 1¢ Mitchell.

TPN wasn’ first

[ really think its unfair to readers to imply that scholar-
ship on the Great Americans began with 7PN's interest or,
as you implied in Stamp Collector, when Richard Nazar
asked some questions.

Some of us have been studying these stamps and writing
about them all along. Based on that backlog of research, I
arranged over a year ago to get space in The American Phi-
lazelisr, which is why 1 was able to send you my evolving
checkdist last sumer when you started.

Used singles prices

On Page 33, you artempt to rebur my article on used PNC
singles prices by citing three stamps that never appear in
mixtures as PNCs “that the mixture pickers have had a
chance © find,” and then again quote from price lists of
dealers who don't sell used PNCs as your reference. The
used market is as Linns “Trends” has it, not as minc strip
dealers discount their incomplete dregs that dont move.
Compare the price lists of dealers who sell used singles, or
bourse prices, or sales circuits, to see the real market.

Is the TPN Average discredited because somewhere [ can

BUYING ERRORS
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buy every item in the baskecr cheaper than the prices you
calculate from—especially from stamp dealers who don't
specialize in PNC strips?

In reply. The writer missed the peint. If one can but mint
pairs or singles from PNC mint dealers and get them can-
celed for less than the cost charged by dealers in used sin-
gles, then something is wrong with the prices charged by
the dealers in used singles—and in Linat“Trends.”
Reinventing the wheel

On Page 47, you're re-invendng the wheel again (in the
section that derailed the differences in spacing of marginal
inscriptions an che 320-subject A Press).

To understand the 920-subject (46 around by 20 across)
A Press plate layout, consult the April 1982 U.S. Specialist.

With a repeat length of 46 subjects in the selvage, no
layour can divide perfecdy by 10. Both the & and 7-
subject intervals (or muldples of 6 and 7) exist for every
marginal marking (7+6+7+6+746+7=46), so a chart that
lists them is superfluous.

Corner plate blocks

It is possible to coliect corner plate blocks from 920-
subject A Press sleeves, since a floating plate number can
appear anywhere in the sclvage, including the corner.

Early A Press printngs did not have smaight edges. The
10¢ Russcll was the firsr; before that they were guillorined
through the perfs on three edges. That's the reason you
can’t prove thar a floatng plate number is really at the cor-
ner on the A Press issues ptior to the Russell.

Scotr lists, and albums illustrate, plate blocks of six on
the floaters, as well as strips of 20.
1¢ Dix

The 1¢ Dix is not the only Great Americans stamp with
both line and bull's-eye perfs; ir's the only one whose
bull's-eye perfs were applied on gpress, on 920-sub x
panes. All designs that were printed from both 920- and
800-subject sleeves have both perforation sryles.

I-8 Press

Stamps from the -8 currency press were never “re-
wound,” nor were they tagged on a gravure press. The -8
is shece-fed, so there’s nothing o wind, unwind, ot re-
wind. The sheets are scacked. The format allows use of less
expensive but more effective corn-dextrin adhesive, which
1s shiny.

1-8 stamps were ragged on a sheet-fed offzet press, not a
gravure press.

Ken Lawrence
Jackson, Miss.

...and we made lots of errors

I have a few corrections for 7PN. The following are in
page order:

Page 31—The headline to Ponzillo’s letter says “Cance,”
bur the letrer deals with the Circus Wagon.

Page 31—The reply o the Morehouse letter says Cody 2
is from the C Press. [t’s Press 902, the D Press. Also, there
are only three Great American stamps from the C Press,
and we're not sure ™o of these aren’t actually from the D



Press. Only Cassats 2 and maybe Hopkins 2 and Nimiw 4
{new) are C Press products.

Page 44—Your comments in Data Bank about the T/A
Press are in conflict with the Warren {Page 54) and the
Chavez (Page 55) entrics. The latter two are also in confl-
ict with each other. You'll confuse the troops for sure.

In reply. We tried hard to nail this one down. At press
time {for the March issue) we learned thac the T/A Press
pairs two plates of 600 for a total ourpur of 1,200 stamps.

Page 46—1 don' agree with the second of your three ob-
servations at the bottom of column ane. T do not believe
the vertical untagged lines on the ouwside rows of the Stra-
vinsky, Schurz, and Buck were created by the infamous
shaved mats, and I'll be very surprised if any horizontal
tagging breaks are found. I believe the lines weive found
are from a salvaged rtagging roller system from Press 802
or 804. The lines do not resemble the horizoneal break
lines on the coils. They're too clean and seraight. Further,
the Schurz and Buck stamps were never printed on Press
803. Whar say you?

In reply. We never said they were from the shaved precan-
celed mats (used to print tagged PNCs on Cotrrell 803).
What we did say was that some form of tagging mat was
made and was held in place with a wirc through a channel.
The writer may be correct in guessing that this is a sal-
vaged tagging system off one of the burned-out presses.

But we’ll take exception to the statement that Schurz and
Buck were never printed on Press 803. BEP reports arc too
sketchy to detail every on-press, aff-press dawc and hardly
ever mention returns to press. If these stamps had to be re-
printed after the BEP fire, what press could they have been
printed on?

Page 47 (“Data Bank"}—The $1 Hopkins with overall
tagging does exist. Check the samples I've enclosed. [ have
doubts that any sheedets with untagged selvage are going
to turn up. The layout for these sheetets is 4x4 (320 spPR)
and, by my calculatons, would require a 20-inch web.
There’s a litde glitch here. T don't think the A Press had a
capacity of 20 inches, and therefare 1 wonder if the overall
tagging from Plate 1 isn't really from the C or D Press.
This would also mean a repeat of the plate number 1, once
for the A Press and once for the C/D. At any rate, the tag-
ging cylinder would be wider and hence we've found no
untagged selvage.

Page 47 (*New pPNCs")—All but a few 5T1Y have tagging
breaks every 26 stamps. Rolls with breaks every 52 stamps
are scarce. 6L/20R is a very common break. See Ernst’s chart
on Page 50.

Page 47 (Corrections for Page 6) “Oil-based paints” un-
doubtedly was meant to be “cil-based inks.”

Page 51—A misplaced decimal point left a big perfora-
tion hole. The 10mm perf hole sure bites intw the image
area.

In reply: That should have said 1.0mm.

Page 53—The 17¢ Lockwood was perfed on the Eureka,
not the electric-eye perforaror.

Page 55—The 40¢ Chennaule is from Press 902, the D

Press.

)
The Plate Number, May 1993 {63 |

| S

In reply. Well, actually, BEP said it was off Press 702, the
A Press. We put in che 902. But since any stamp prinable
on the D Press can also be printed on the C Press, itisn'ta
good idea to make any bets here.

Page 56—The 50¢ Nimi report is really interesing. A
third Plate 3! We now have one for the 1-8, one for the A
Press, and one for the C/D.

Page 57—The $5 Harte is from Press 902, the D Press.

Alan Thomson
Northwood, N.H.

Gettin§ complex
Thanks for adding Grear Americans.
It gets more and more complicated about less and less.
Duane Beck
Shaker Heights, Ohio

Untagged Londons straightened out

I have some thoughts about your article “Seott cleans up
its act, but not for PNCs” in the January issue. You say:
“On the 25¢ Jack London booklet ... it lists an untagged
crror. On which boaldet, with what perforation gauge?”

[ assume you are referring to the reference under Scort
2197 on Page 153. This is for the pane of six {Plate 1,
which they say is Perf. 10}). My example of the pane in
question is in a $1.50 booklet (Bx 151). A dealer friend
tells me he was offered a box (500 bookiews) of these and
knows of another almost entire box. So these arc not rare.

1 found a few copies of BK 150 (35 booklet, 2 panes of 10
from Plate 2, which Scozt lists as Scott 2183a) with both
panes untagged. Scotr doesn't list this variety.

I have never heard of the untagged pane in a copy of BK
152, the $3 boolklet.

I do quibble with Scott on perforations varieties created
when on-line perforators failed and BEP (and others, now)
were forced w switch to off:line perforation. [ wrote
Scotr’s a couple of times pointing our that the on-line va-
riety should be the major variety, and the off-line one the
minor varicty or varieties, | also suggested making those

IMPERFORATE PRINTER’'S WASTE§
NO GUM — NO NUMBER '

STRIPS OF 3, $500

Inrd ®
STAMPS 'N’ STUFF
2700 UNIVERSITY SUITE 214
WEST DES MOINES, 1A 50266
1(800) 999-5964
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perforation references uniform.

For example, the “L” perforations are, with just a couple
of exceptions, always 10.9, not 11. But Scott lists some as
10.9, others as 11. (Te a semi-trained mathematician like
me, that's misleading. Scort really means 11.0. Just 117
says the perforation could be anything from 10.5 ta 11.45)
So far, they've done nothing along thase lines

Robert E. Kissen
Wilmingren, Del.

Azusa means ‘A to Z in USA

You report an EKU on the variable rate coil from “Azuza,”
California. The name “Azusa” was formed to mean “A to
Z in the USA” years ago.

Mark D. Larkin,
New York, N.Y.

Here’s one for Doug lams

Doug lams didn’t sound too pleased abour the general
direction our “hobby” is going.

NASDAQ has nothing on PNC callecting,

My new-issues dealer crowed for months about getting
me the Eagle and Shield 432333 for $3.75, until Dr. Rober:

New imperforate PNCs

The following imperforates were all reported by Dr. John Greenwood end/or
John Tisen in Ken Lawrence's Lina's column for Feb. 22!

1T2R—~Tagged Plate 2 of the B Pross version of the 1¢ Omnibus.

STIY—PFlate 1 of the BEP vemsion of the 5¢ Canoe, Tagged. (Found by
Haake)

10T1XP—Flate 1 of the 10¢ Tractor Trailer.

10U(A43335)P—The 10¢ Eagle and Shizld with the nombers “A43335,”

13.2T2P—Plate 2 of the 13.2¢ Coal Wagon.

25T1—Plate 1 of the 25z Bread Wagm.

25T2—Plate 2 of the 25¢ Bread Wagen, (Tison via Linas)

18T13—Plate 13 of the 18# Surey.

23T2—Plate 2 of the 23¢ Lunch Wagon.

23T3—Plate 3 of the 23¢ Lunch Wagon,

29F1—Plate 1 of the 29¢ Flag over Mt Rushmore.

29F2—Plaie 2 of the 29¢ Flag over Mt Rushmore,

29F3—Piatz 3 of the 29¢ Flag over Mt Rushmore.

29F4—Plate 4 of the 29¢ Flag over Mt Rushmore.

29F6—Plarz 6 of the 29¢ Fleg over Mt Rushmore.

29FT—Plawe 7 of the 29¢ Fieg over Mt Rushmore.

29F9—Plate 9 of the 29¢ Flag over Mt Rushmore.

29F3X—Flate 3 of the 29¢ Flag over the White House.

2F4X—Plate 4 of the 29 Flag over the White House.

29F6X—Flace 6 of the 29+ Flag over the Whits House.

29F7X-—Plate 7 of the 29¢ Flag over the White House.

$1T1—Plate | of the §1 Sesplanc, used sihp of nine. (Dr. Greenwood via
Linn's)
Great Americans

10¢ Red Cloud—A full sheet from Plate 1 has been found untagged. Previous
reports of this tagging error have all been about Plate 2. (Thomson)

20¢ Bunche—A venical wgging break has been found in ths left selvage of
Dlates 3 and 4. (Moreau)

22¢ Audubon—The tagging block on Plate | can be either small or large. Re-
poried 5o far, small an right panes; large on left panes. (Moreau)

36¢ Harvard—An unuagged error has been found. (Rose)

$2 Bryan—Full sheets found with white or yellow gum. (Kaplan)
Withdrawals

PNCs o be withdrawn from sale on june 19, 1993

11¢ Stulz Bearcat,

11¢ Caboose, service inscribed (no precancel bars).

17.5¢ Racing Car, rolls of 100.

23¢ Flag presont.

25¢ Flag Over Y osemite, block tagged.

25¢ Flag Over Yosemite, prephosphored paper.

UPDATE: New stamps, corrections, new finds, USPS withdrawals

Rabinowiz cornered the marker for it. Then I was offered
the “opportunity” to pay $85 for it.

It was at that point that my mint collecdon was packed
off for consignment to my favorite auction house.

No one can tamper with the used material | enjoy search-
ing for, and the varicty is endless.

A wiple-struck “F” rulip surfaced recently thar is auly
astounding.

George L. Richards IT
Duxbury, Mass.

Canoe split
I have an 05 Canoe printed by Stamp Venturers with a
plate number “5117 thac is a full Imm from the bottom
part of the stamp. Buc there is also a partial plate number
at the top. How is this possible?
Howard A, Moser
Highland, 1L
In reply We measured your stamp, which was 25.7mm
tall. A normal stamp is 24.3mm tall. The extra 1.4mm al-
lowed the bic of & plate number from the row above to
show on your stamp. In short, what you have is a miscut
resulting in an overly tall stamp. Nice find!

Grest Americans:

232 Cassan, all but prephosphored paper. (Recent shipments have been block
tagged. Overall-tagged Cassaits have been unobuainable from Kansas City.}
New PNCs

ST3ZP~-Plate 3 of the 05 Canoe Found on cover from Planned Parenthood
Federation in New York about March 28. {Barb Kozpp)

10U(AR9999)P—The undenominated 10¢ Eagle and Shield with the numbers
“A89999." March 30. (Dr Rabinowitz)

10U(A99999)P—The undenominated 10¢ Eagle and Shield with the numbers
*A99999." About March 10. (Dr. Rabinowitz)

19M(AS556)—The 19¢ Fishing Boat with the numbers "A5556" in rolls of
500, April 8, (Dr. Rabinowirz)

Data bank ot o

29¢ Thomas Jefferson
Definitive Stamp

The 29¢ Thomas Ieffexson
definitive stamp goes on sale April 13,

Place on Sale Nationwlde
April 14, 1993
NOTE: Since this issue was recent-
ly added to the 1993 program, only 30
million suamps will be available and
shipped to stamp distribution offices
{SDOs) located in the states of Mary-
land, Virginia, Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, New York, and Washingioe,

ceive two diswributions. The first dis-

D.C., before the first day of sale,
SUPPLY: Posi offices with author-
ized philatelic centers will meceive
their standard six-position automatic
distribudon for ¢ 100-subject stamp
around April 120 All SDOs will re-

uibution, 250,000 stamps, is about
Apnl 12, The second distrbution of
500,000 siamps is June 28. SDOs will
nol make suomakic distributons to
their associale of fices.

Postal Budletin, 2/18/93

Artmaster $4. Send $23 depoait.

PHC FDCs by subscription
Qet all new PNC FDCs automatically. Mouse of Pamam $5; ArtCraft and

Steve Fsrati

FO Box 20130, Shaker Heights OH 441200130
¥ (218) 5619393
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E&S is found with doubled plate number

Howard Moser sent in a used single of
E&S A43335 in which the dark brown 5 in
the plate number has arother. light
brown, 5 appearing just to its left. He

calls it a “shadow 5.”

The stamp does not show any doubling
of the brown anywhere else.

That leads to the suspicion that the light
brown 5 was somehow offset to the
stamp, but not any of the other brown.

Has anyone clse seen anything like it?

Canceled plate reprinted

Tom Maeder, president of PNC?, is
puzzied by a report from Charles Yeag-
er in Linn’s that the BEP has reprinied the
Universal Vending Machine (UVM)
stamps for the ECA-GARD machines after
it announced that the piate had been can-
celed after 14,000 impressions on Sept. 3,
1991.

According to Yeager, BEP printed an-
other 14,000 rolls of 3,000 in January
1993,

“How come?" asked Mader. “I thought
once a plate was canceled, they couldn't
prinl any more stamps from i

Chamberlain selling out

Dennis Chamberlain, the pioneer FNC
dealer, has been seiling off his enlire in-
ventory of PNCs, including basic strips,
precancel gaps, plate varieties, and color
variclies.

Chamberlain, who practically founded
PNC collecting as we know it, stopped ac-
tive dealing in 1986, apparently because
he lacked the funds 10 keep building up
his stock and o continue his advertising
and mailings.

Al a meeting of PNC?® at Worid Stamp
Expo in Washington in 1989 he was giv-
en a standing ovation when introduced
and then spoke on how he came to start
dealing in PNCs—almost by accident.

18F6 hits $3,500

We don’t often report on prices in this
space. But now that Plate 6 of the 18¢
Flag has hit $3.500 in Ed Denson's
March price list, that’s news.

autne RS th e,
"Y1am rogtfimerleons

Catalo% off until October
Richard Nazar, publisher of The Plate
Number Coil Catalog, has extended his
date for the appearance of the eighth edi-
tion to October 1993.

“Tagging break’ isn’t one

Ken Moreau sent in a strip of five of
the 3.4¢ School Bus from Plate 2 in the
belief that it had a horizonml tagping
break because, he said, it had an “un-
tagged stripe across the tops of the
stamps.”

if i1 bad been a stripe caused by a lag-
ging break, it would have had tagging at
the top and bottom of the untagged area.
This was merely a lack of 1agging across
the top of the entire strip. Thus, it is from
the sop row in the printing pane and the
untagged area is merely the edge of the
tagging mat. So far, no tagging breaks
have been found on the 3.4s.

How about these ‘FDC’s?

“First-day covers” of E&S A77777 and
E&S A33334 were offered for sale in
early February by Dr. Rabert Rabino-
witz,

The price for the pair was $700.

Stamps with the plate numbers A77777
were not even printed until 1993, Stamps
with the numbers A33334 were among the
very first printed, but were not found mint
undl August 1692,

Dr. Rabinowitz said the A33334 covers
“could have been legiimate” if some col-
lector somewhere had found them and
prepared FDCs with them.

But what is more Lkely is that both sets
of covers were submilted to the Postal
Service with a request for replacemant be-
cause earlier covers were damaged.

USPS policy theoretically forbids the
substitution of later platz numbers on
such covers, but it often happens.

Creases appear ‘normal’

Kim Cuniberti has discovered some-
thing odd on swips of the 19¢ Fishing
Boat with the numbers A1212, They all
have an almost indiscernible crease about
1.5mm from the top of the stamp.

Some collectors who noticed sent them
back to their dealers thinking they had
been sold damaged goods. Cuniberti be-

lieves that the crease is the norm, there-
fore the stamps are not faulty.

Several of the other numbers of the
Fishing Boat also show the crease, but not
on all stamps.

Seaplane break ‘walks’

A walking tagging break has been found
on the $1 Seaplane. Gene Ernst reports
breaks at 3L, 2L, and 1L. and said the
shift in the break appears 10 be just under
one-third of a stamp’s width.

In Court of Honor

Darrell Ertzberger's exhibit of Cot-
irell issues was in the court of honor at
the Florida West Coast Stamp Expo in
Tarpon Springs in March. Bill MecMur-
ray’s “Tomormrow’s Classics” will be en-
tered in the Mega-Event in New York in
May. Gary Davis’s study of postal use
of PNCs is entered in October's Thames-
pex 93 in New London, Conn,

Scott adds numbers

Scott Publishing Co. has assigned a sep-
arate catalog number (24528) for the gra-
vured 5¢ Circus Wagon. The original
tagged Circus Wagon was 2452 and the
later, purposely untagged, version was
2452a.

Scolt also assigned a separate number
(25292) for the 19¢ Fishing Boat with the
numbers ASS5S, whick it terms Type II
Previous Fishing Boats were Type .

Type | was printed on the Schiavi Press
with numbers 36 stamps apart; Type Il is
from an Andreotti Press with nombers 24
stamps apart.

Stamps, etc. adds data

The April-June issue of Stamps, elc.,
adds a new twist for customers ordering
coil stamps. It now names the press on
which the stamps were printed, the roll
size, and the minimum number of stamps
one must buy to obtain a PNC,

The last item is a wap for the unsuspect-
ing. One must order ai least three addi-
tional stamps to make sure one gets a
strip of five with a plate number in the
middle, becavse ordering the minimum
could result in a strip with the number on
the last stamp.

BEP’s E&S stamps due

BEP has begun printing E&S stamps in
coils of 500 and 3,000. They will nat
have a prefix “A.” The stzmps are expect-
ed in April. O
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Average dealers’ prices on E&S stamps
Updated to April 2, 1993

CAT P3a L) CAT Pi3 VF5
Al 318 px ke A3z $492 $5.03
Al1112 $3.25 pxkg A43324 §533 $529
A3 £20.82 2213 43325 15 $419
A2 $318 11 213326 415 27
A21113 $474 £5.00 M32U $340 3%
a22112 £318 313 A5 $3.40 §3.82
A22113 5308 223 AA3A26 £5.18 52
A32333 $21950 1428 A53335 5415 21
A33333 8577 $586 AS4A4 3445 $4.58
AR 59381 $98.00 AS4445 54.45 $4.58
[tk $5.00 1519 ATTTTT $24 3343
Add424 5.9 £5.03 ABBEBS 514 3336

35909 5130 5150

Note 1o this table: Prices are taken from dealsts’ price lists and advertise-
ments. PS/3 prices are nommally 20¢ less than PS/S price, but many dealers
donot adveruse them separaiely.

Prices have not been adjusted for condition as they are for prices in the
TPN Average. Most dealers are out of 32333,

TPN AVERAGE
1150.00
FEERT]

sHaw $180.40
515000
$100.00

150.00

020 :

1990 Cotaing 199} Conteg ™ vt ™™ vIRE ™

Price changes of strips in TPN Average

CATAIDE  SERIES  FACE  PLATE YR TPAVELY % Change
18F1 FLAG 18 1 $H12.42 $51367 Q4%
183 FLAG 18 3 $1.1760 $1.210.86 %%

FLAG ) 4 $838.70 $933% 546%
pu.2E| FLAG A 1 S 41366 {442%
2R FLAB 4 1 SIEB SR 8%
273 FLAG 2 3 $1% $66.70 40%
2565 FLAG 2% S8loex $6.58 %56 106%
1565 FLAG ] 5Phos 20 e 540%
Pl FLAG b 1 S8 5.8 079%
2FIX WHELAG 2 1 o8 %4 0585%
EYiES TRARS 52 3 M £06.00 245%
5714P TRANS 52 4 §ITH $17.71 0.19%
5913p TRANS 58 3 $OM .3 545%
5.9T6P TRANS 58 3 $98.66 §I05.2 6.45%
1412 TRANS 74 2 $130 $13.18 1.45%
B4T3P TRANS 84 3 7% 12598 B3%
93HP TRANS 9 1 §1B.34 $18.%5 D51%
4376 TRANS 93 b 82354 4.0 0.15%
4.3tP TRANS 43 B Q1% YUB 139%
e TRANS 09 1 $4.5 $38.86 000%
10.9T4P TRANS 108 4 bt Hu2 02%
1716 TRANS 17 ] o) 1.5 1080%
17T8Pk TRANS 1 3 15730 $57.30 0%
1471 TRANS B 1 51023 §11241 198%
18T TRANS 18 3 83418 $0083 %
18117 TRANS 18 17 §1at .00 A%
M TRANS B 1 $196.01 $107.88 0%%
A TRANS 20 7 1,064 $1.008.54 Ny
AT TRANS 0 7 §181.% $125% 837%
M TRANS o 1l S1008 $1065 S6%
ane TRANS il 12 LERY 1% A%%
10U A3P E&S W0 $684 .7 A51%
1M A2 FISH 2] 112 §1243 s 2%
a1 F .. 1m $36.14 $36.24 -1 35%
pu ) CONS ] | $5336 2381 Q%%
03 GONS il 3 §140 HLFAL 1.00%
Wat OFFICIAL 0 | 6177 §T058 9.45%
20! OFFICIAL 2 ] 0166 915 D%

Chasing down a 3.2T3

By Ed Denson

(Reprinted and condensed from Densan's Marke! Report with permissian)

1 recently received an order for a 5.2¢ Sleigh from Plate 3. This
is a rare item, and I don’t often sell one. [ went to my stock book
and found one, but I didn't like iv It was centered very low. The
number did naot touch the bottom on the stamp, I discovered with
my magnifying glass. Part of the number from the next row
showed at the top. It was not a swip I could sell as F-VF. For F-VF
the number needs to be obviously clear of the botiom. If you
need a glass, pass.

Being out of stock is no problem for me. I write the market re-
ports. If anyone knows where 1o find things, it’s me, right?
Wrong!

I urned to my Teports and found seven other dealers who of fer
this strip (five do not). | phoned my principal wholesaler, full of
confidence and placed my order. My euphoria lasted about 15
seconds. He was entirely out of stock. | began checking other
wholesalers and dealers. I found only one wholesaler who had
any. His were wonderfully centered on the line, but the number
needed a glass to tell that the “3” didn't touch the botiom. So
much for the wholesale market.

Then | mmed to other dealers who list the item. Two more
were out (with me, that's three out of seven). Two had only XF,
at a considerable premium, Another’s needed a glass to see that
the number was clear, One strip I located had lots of daylight un-
der the number, so much that the design ran off the top of the
stamp.

Finally I located a new wholesaler who had a copy with day-
light under the number. [ ordered it. The next day I got a fax sug-
gesting that I buy it from Al Haake instead because my whoie-
saler now only offered it in a set with 5.2T5. [ ordered the set.
My customer waited. But look at it this way, he couldn’t buy it
from someone else because there aren’t any out there. Finally
the strip arrived. [t was a bit high but within the range for F-VF,
My custorner was happy. 1 made about $10 on the deal, less
phone calls.

Lesson 1: Believe my own research

1 learned a lot from all this. First, I ought to believe my own
price projections. | saw buy offers at 56% of list and I should
have realized weeks ago that this strip was going up. My projec-
tions show this strip at $230-$310 this spring. (It was $136.50 in
my average the day [ smarted looking-—an average made up of
dealers who could not deliver what they advertised.

Lesson 2: Not every list reflects what exists

Bob Rabinowilz made this point when discussing my market
research. He thought an average of all dealers’ prices would be
inaccurate because some of the smaller dealers were phantoms,
with lttle or no stock. | did and do agree, but this time the major
dealers had their share of vaporware, too.

Lesson 3: When grading, we see what we wanl to see

Several PNCs have noloriously poor centering. The 1991 PNC
Catalog states of 52T3: “Centering is often poor. These prices
are for vF."

Dealers react 1o poor centering by redefining their grades. In-
stead of biting the bullet (as the catalog did), they come up with
“well centered for this issue” or some such iliosory standard. We
should bite the bullet, put the price where it deserves 1o be, and
sell the lower grades at good discounts. Otherwise we are de-
ceiving collectors, who in many cases rely on the dealer to set
the standards. If we say, “This is VF.” even though the number
may be split, this is untrue, O
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STAMPS "N STUFF WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD
We will attempt to meet any major dealer's advertised currant prices!
TERMS: Payment with ordar. Prices subjset to change without notice. U.S. postage
taken in trade at 100%. Single plate number coils available at pair price minus oneg
stamp. Average coiis available on better items. Pleasa send for list.
CONDITION: Fine-Veary Fine, Never hinged. It you require XF, add 35% ta list,

STAMPS ‘N’ STUFF N

2700 University, Suite 204, ’

W. Des Moinas, |1A 50265
SRS A RS A S
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o

P
ey e

Jerry & Barb Koepp (515) 224-1737
Phone Orders Call TOLL FREE:
1-800-999-5964
FAX:; (515) 278-2158
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Paper specs changed

By Stephen G. Esrati

The new paper specifications which came into effect late in
1992, have been obtained by TPN under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act.

The specifications establish tiree lypes of paper for prmung all

U.S. stamps. Type I and Type
I paper are tagged in the
paper mill (prephosphored).

Same paper now used on all presses;
BEP continues tagging over printing

with the result that all its “G" stamps will be issued at the next
rale change on obsolete paper.

ABN, however, did convert to the new specifications in the
midst of its printing of the undenominated (10¢) Eagle and

Shield bulk-rate coil stamps. That change took place with the

printing of stamps bearing the
plate numbers ATITFT. ATT777S
are on a high-bright Ivex

Type LIl paper is untagged.

The difference between
Type 1 paper and Type il
paper is in the amount of tag-
ging signal they emit, with
Type Il being stonger. It is in-
tended for stamps whose de-
sign has a Jot of ink.

[The three types are listed as
such in the specifications and
should not be confused with
the paper types that have been
used for PNCs in the past. To
avoid confusion, TPN will 1e-
fer 10 the paper types listed in
the paper specifications as
usPs Type [, etc.]

One of the three papers must
be used no matter what print-
ing process is used. In other
words intaglio, gravure, and
offset papers have been re-
placed by just these three pa-
pers.

Under the old system, papers
were given an LP number by
the Bursau of Engraving and
Printing. 1P-<40, for example,
was an untagged paper intend-
ed to be printed on an intaglio
press. It was 181f inches
wide. The prephosphored ver-
sion of that paper was called
LP-701. Different LP numbers

** The tale of the two roosters |
Usps Type I paper, the one with the increased lagging sig- &
%na.l is intended for stamps in which the design has a lot of &
color.
?,% A recent stamp in which the inks caused tagging problems %
ﬁ is the 29¢ Happy New Year Stamp—which has two types of 3
w i block tagging added o intensify the tagging signal, accord.
% ing to Wayne L. Youngblood of the PNC Study Group. &
£ In the original production run, ihe affser inks were placed & i@
% on prephosphored (mottied) paper. The offset colors were &
;t vellow, magenla, cyan and red (PM3 485). Then the intaglio
# colors were printed. USPS in its annonncement that preceded ; @
; isspance of the stamp listed the intaglio colors as red (PMSg
£1795) and red (PMS 485). But this information was wrong :
% since the plate number codes show four offset colors an
Z only one intaglio color, 2 warm red, which is seen as the dark
i red feathers on the rooster.
After the stamps were printed, the tagging response was ¥
found insufficient. So the stamps were run through the offset
press again where a block of tagging was applied. This block
% of mgpging almost exactly maiches the vignette size of the
% stamp, but because registration was seldom perfect, it shows
% up as a brightly tagged yellow line at one or another edge of &
# the vignette. f'
# Later, a less costly methad was devised. Youngbiood thinks § ;4
%that the process now involved the offset Tun, followed by a g;
£ run through an added tagging slation on the offset press, fol- &
iz lowed by the intagiio.
The two 1ypes can be readily distnguished in daylight by’g
tilling the siamp at various angles. The stamp in which the & v
tagging went on last has shiny feathers; but on the stamp in #

i which the intaglio went on last, the feathers are mat. g
it The latter is more common, Youngblood said.

paper. Earlier stamps were on
paper that appeared dead
when viewed in ultraviolet
light. That paper was from
Paper Corp. of the United
States.

This is not to say that only
Ivex paper maets the new spe-
cifications. Obviously, other
paper suppliers will also sub-
mit papers for the printing of
stamps, meaning that collec-
tors will be faced with a whole
new flock of papers.

‘What the specs require

Stamp printers receive in-
structions from the Postal Ser-
vice with each work order on
which paper to use. According
to Dr. Falah, this happens af-
ter a conference berween USPS
and the printer.

The new specifications cover
such things as the thickness of

the adhesive, cancelability,
and printability. In separate
specifications  [USPS-P-1233]

for papers used w0 make pres-
sure-sensitive  self-adhesive
stamps, self-stick stamps are
suppased 1o come off enve-
lopes in less than a half hounr
of soaking in water.

indicated different widths, or were mtended l'or speclﬂc presses.

such as the Andreotli gravure press or the offset portion of the D
Press.

Dr. Alim A. Fatah, program manager of the Stamp Manufac-
turing Division, said the new specifications are not intended to
set roll sizes and seck to have cne paper for all prining process-
es. Thus, the LP numbers are no longer in use. Printers now are
simply required t meet the new paper specifications.

‘G’ stamps won’t switch over

The new specifications came into effect late in 1992, The spe-
cifications were actually issued May 24, 1991, as USPS-P-1181,
but were not implemented immediately to allow stamp printers
to use up paper stocks they had purchased or contracted for.

American Bank Note Co. said it would continue to use paper
ordered under the old specifications to print stamps on which
work had begurn before the new specifications came into force,

Cunously. the Dld standa.rds made provision for printing with
gither water-based inks or those using chemical solvents. BEP
and some of ABN’s planis have long been barred from using any
soivent-based inks under Environmental Protection Agency
rules. Those EPA regulations are included in the 1991 spe-
cifications. Thus, ail stamps are to be printed in future using wa-
ter-based inks.

The primary requirement of the new paper is for a “high quali-
ty stamp paper which functions well at the varions stages of
printing, converting, and mail processing. The paper shall also
meel the needs of the philatelic community.”

Paper must be made from 100% bleached chemical wood pulp.
It may not contain any poisons in the paper or the adhesive. Use
of recycled material is permitted.

As 10 the adhesive, the specifications call for it 1o “adhere tena-
ciously for an indefinite period.” All adhesives have to be ap-
proved by the Department of Health and Human Services and



the Food and Drug Admiristraticn.

According 10 a USPS spokesperson, the
major thrust of the new specifications was
to ensure that stamps adhere more firmly
to envelopes. However, TPN views this
comment as an oversimplification, intend-
ed to satisfy the caller and 1o get rid of
him zs fast as possible. Obviously, the
new paper specifications go far beyond
this.

A recent stamp that kept falling off was
the 23¢ Flag Presort coil.

Tagging signal strength

Three types of paper are outlined in the
new specifications:

usps Type [ and UsPs Type II paper dif-
fer only in the amount of green phospho-
rescence they emit under ultraviolet light.
USPS Type Ill paper is untagged.

Dr. Fatah explained that the design of
the stamp determines which of the wagged
papers is to be used. Stamps that require
more ink also require Type Il paper,
which has a stronger signal strength from
the phosphors because the “ink tends to
block the phosphor signal.” (Please see
“The tale of the two roosters,” Page 68.}

Untagged paper is for use on low values
that are no longer being tagged and for
precancels.

But Dr. Fatah added that BEP still does
tag some stamgps over the ink, thus requir-
ing untagged paper.

[It had been believed, wrongly it turns
out, that health concemns of BEP pressmen
had stopped tagging at the Burean.]

The difference between USPS Type | and
Usps Type II paper may be something
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PNC collectors have noticed bul have been
cnable to expiain.

The first regularly issued prephosphored
coii stamps (other than the 22¢ Test coils)
were the 25¢ Flag Over Yosemite stamps.
They appeared sploichy under nltraviolet
light. When the rate went to 29 cents, the
first Flag Over Mt. Rushmore stamps also
appeared splotchy. But then Joann Lenz,
a Michigan collecter, found some Rush-
mores from Plate 6 in a post office vend-
ing machine that were not splotchy. What
15 now being calied Lenz paper exhibited
a uniform, bright phosphorescence under
ultraviolet light.

Collectors knew from BEP that the first
attempis to print the Yosemites failed be-
cause the paper-maker had applied tag-
gant too thickly. Inks would not stay on.
BEP sent the paper back and it was buffed
to reduce the thickness of the phosphors.
The buffing produced the splotchy look.

Collectors theorized that the paper
found by Mrs. Lenz was phosphored right
in the paper mash, not applied as a coat-
ing as the early Yosemile paper had been.

‘What may have happened is that USPS
Type | paper has been coated with phos-
phors while USPS Type II paper contains
the phosphors, or vice-versa. But this is
far from proven. Suffice it 1o say that
usps Type Il paper is considerably more
luminous.

[This report arrived very late for this
edition of TPN. Studying the new spe-
cifications and analyzing them for publi-
cation did not meet our criteria for careful
cross-checking with the PNC Study
Group.] &2

Now it can be told: Check on Saturdays

When the Toledo browns on Plate 7 of
the 29¢ Flag over ML Rushmore were
first found in Toledo, Chio, a widely-
known collector went arcund from post
office to post office buying up all the rolls
of 100 he could find.

But another Toledo-area collector hit the
jackpot. He realized that each postal clerk
has his own siock locked with his own
key. So he made his search on a Saturday,
knowing that Saturday clerks could be
different from weekday clerks.

He struck it rich, finding more than 100
rolls, all of which were bought by Al
Haake.

The stamps were also supplied to Haake
by collectors in Missoun and Kansas.
Steve Esrati got his from Missouri and
Kansas, too.

Jerry Koepp of Stamps "n' Stuff found
his in Des Moines, lowa, before the Tole-
do horde was fcund,

This would seem 1o confirm Al Haake's

theory that distribution of the Plaie 7 To-
ledo browns was confined primarily 1o the
Middle West. The origin of Plate 1 has
nat been reported. [

Dumpster diving
Continued from Page 59

wasle in a dumpster. All the stamps had
not been consumed in the flames before
the fire was doused, causing the remain-
ing waste {0 get wet.

Barbh Koepp said the postal inspectors,
who had threatened the Koepps' sonrce
with jail, never called him to let him off
the hook after the case was proved not to
have been a case of theft from the Postal
Service. Nor did they ever give him back
his stamps. Koepp still has his.

And Mulii-Color is no lenger printing
coiis for American Bank Note Co. (O

69

Eagle and Shiclds
hit double digits

Contirued from Page 59

after Easter, using the same plates (A89999)
unless one of the plates has “no more life in
iL."” Thus, at the time this was wrilten, 1t was
not known whether A8%9%¢ had a limited run.

ABN did not yet have printing totals cn any
of the new plates at TPN'e press time.

It was not known when, if at all, Guilford
Gravure will put the 105 on press.

TFN has learned that BEP has printed E&S
stamps in rolls of 500 and 3,000, with stamps
expecied in post offices in April. Ay TPN's
press time, BEP was going back 1o press with
the E&S stamps.

The gravured BEP sizmps will have differ-
ent colors than the stamps primed by ABN, a
spokesperson for BEP said. Under those cir-
cumstances, it is likely that USPS will an-
nounce the BEP issues as new stamps and will
have a first day.

But that's not all that’s new among the E&S
stamps. Stamps with the plate nombers
ATTTT7, AS888%, and A99999 are on differem
paper than all prior E&S stamps. The A89999s
had not been seen when this edition went 10
press, but presumably will also be on the new

per.

The original order of stamps, according to
ABN, was printed on paper supplied by Paper
Corp. of the United Siates.

Under long- and short-wave UV light, those
stamps appear dead.

String with A77777, the paper was bought
from Ivex Corp. That paper is high bright in
both wavelengths.

Additionally, on the Tvex paper, the red ink
does not appear to fuoresce in shonwave,
which it did on ali earlier issues.

ABN's spokesperson said USPS paper spe-
cifications were changed as printing of
ATITI7 began.

The only stamps now being printed by ABN
on paper with the old specifications are the
“G" stamps, the spokesperson said.

TPN has obtained the revised paper spe-
cificaticns under the Freedom of Informanon
Act. The new 1991 specifications (USPS-P-
1191) were received April 2, in addition to the
prior 1986 specs.

The 1991 specifications came into effect
late in 1992, to allow printers to use up sup-
plies of paper 10 which they had committed
themselves, 7PN was told by Alim A. Fatah,
program manager of the Stamp Manufacmr-
ing Division. So it is the 1991 specifications
that resnlted in the changes noted above.

A preliminary article on the new paper
specs is presented in this issue. [

White Jlouse imperls turn up all over

Imperforate rolls of 100 of Plaie 4 of the
29¢ White House are being found in many
parts of Lhe country.

Many of the stamps are actually not quite
imperforate in that they have blind perfs
which may be seen on the gum side, where
the gum shows circle-shaped cuts. This is best
sgen under oblique lighting.

In Sait Lake City, one roil of the imperfs
wag destroyed by the Postal Service. L
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Mixture

picking

Several readers have sent in reports of their searches through mixtures. The
following are their stories. Their data has been incorporated inio our charis.

By Ron Maifeld

The following is the result of searching
four lots of U.S. definitive mixtures re-
ceived from Bob Reece in November
1992.

The lots were advertised as:

» Special Mix 1 with U.S. definitives
from 1981 to 1992, unsearched with
PNCs. | purchased two 10-pound lots at
532.50.

= U.8. Mix 1, mostly recent unpicked
common definitives, will contain precan-
cels, PNCs, and others. | purchased one
10-pound iot at $28.

+ W.S. Mix 27, which Bob calls a mis-
sion mix since the crganization that nor-
mally sorts for him did not get to work on
these (approximately 550 pounds). This
mix contained a little of everything, 27
foreign, about 5% commemoratives,
Christmas, high value up to 32, common,
and PNCs. [ purchased 10 pounds at 545.

The Special Mix yielded the most varie-
ty and the single example of the num-
bered Toledo Brown,

U.5. Mix 27 lived up to ils advertising
and provided a good variety of everything
and filled in quite a few gaps in my used
commemcrative collection, but [ was dis-
appointed with the small number of PNCs.
There were two nice coil freaks, however,
that made the mixture more palatable.

Of all the mixmres, the cheapest of the
bunch, U.S. 1, provided the most PNCs at
183. Most of these were flags, although
this mixture yielded the Bread Wagon 1,
two Yosemite 155, and four unnumbered
Toledo Browns.

The final count of PNCs from the 40
pounds of mix came to 515. This amounts
to about 13 PNCs per pound, which is less
than what I normally get, but these figures
are skewed by the presence of the “mis-
sion"” mix.

Purple machire cancels were noticeably
lacking in the mixtures and the total num-
ber of purple machine cancels on PNCs
amounied 1o only seven copies.

As T reflect on these mixtures, and in-
deed other mixtures in the past, I some-
times wonder if 1 might not be berer off
by ordering from a dealer’s list. There is a
lot of tme involved in sorting through a
10-pound mixture, a good deal of eye-
strain, a serious stack of bucks up front,
plus the soaking and drying.

On the other side of the coin are those
waonderful discoveries that you rarely can
find on a dealer’s list or, for the most part,

at a bourse dealer’s.
I guess I'1l get another order logether.

By Thomas S. Malek

1 have recently gone through a 10-
pound mix of definitives. There were 247
PNCs with a Linn’s “Trends” value of

5204.65,

In addition, there were 18 Toledo
browns. Unforrunately, none of them was
with a plate number.

By Eugene M. Kiehlmeier

This survey is of 10,860 covers, repre-
senting three days' mail from a utility
company serving western Pennsylvania,
eastern Ohio and western New York.

About 10% of the covers were dam-
aged, and the total yield was only 54
PNCs.

Incidence of 18¢ Flag
Fiats Expactad %  Expected # Actual # Actual % Max PNCs
1 8.65% 18 22 10.78% 15,381,000
2 20.72% 6! 69 33.82% 52,839,000
3 14.45% 29 18 5.86% 25,695,000
4 16.01% 33 57 27.94% 28,458,000
5 14.06% 29 36 17.65% 25,002,000
€ 4.98% 10 § 2.94% 8,847,000
7 12.13% 2 9 0.00% 21,573,000
Totals: 100.60% 204 204 100.00%

Incidence of 20¢ Flag
Plate Expected %= Expacted # Actual # Actual % Max PNCs
1 1.04% 64 99 4.74% 24,349,500
2 7.84% 164 218 10.43% 62,772,750
3 761% 159 194 8.28% 60,979,500
4 7.81% 163 30 3.83% 52,546,320
5 12.70% 265 200 957% 101,717,100
6 2.48% 52 51 2.44% 19,845,630
g 16.40% 405 511 24.45% 155,386,610
9 16.05% 335 421 20.14% 128,545,400
10 4.46% 9 133 5.36% 35,726,490
11 1.72% 36 2 1.15% 13,770,000
12 8.64% 181 67 19% 69,180,120
13 4.86% 102 57 2.73% 38,950,470
14 3.39% 7 35 1.67% 27,152,556
Tolals: 100.00% 2,000 2,090 100.00%

Incidence of 22¢ Flag
Flate Expecled %  Expected @ Actual # Actuat % Max PNCs
1 7.50% 169 72 7.64% 53,206,250
2 14.00% 35 199 8.84% 99,273,123
3 251% 57 145 6.44% 17,818,980
4 416% 94 64 2.84% 29,478,186
§ 9.61% 216 243 10.79% 68,178,960
6 C.07% 2 it 0.00% 504,324
7 2.60% 58 144 £.39% 18,411,140
8 12.83% 291 443 1967% 91,730,032
10 4.52% 102 107 4.75% 32,061,654
11 4.43% 100 82 164% 31449320
12 11.58% 261 70 3% 82,157.910
13 0.29% 7 11 0.49% 2,091,852
14 0.35% 8 2 0.08% 2,453 616
15 117% % 40 1.78% 8,268,972
16 1.40% 32 29 1.20% 9,925,272
17 3.04% 88 78 3.48% 21,555,000
18 431% g7 108 4.84% 30,545,000
19 5.12% 115 163 7.2% 36,295,000
20 1.55% ki 104 462% 11,028,080
2 1.90% 43 14 0.62% 12.463.298
22 6.66% 150 2] 1.29% 47,214,000
T 0.30% 7 4 0.18% 2,142,000
Tolals: 100.00% 2,252 2,252 100.00%
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Incidence of 18¢ Surrey

Plate Expected %  Expacted ¢ Actual # Actual % Max PNCs
1 2.99% 10 14 3.72% 3,924,534
2 12.22% 43 ] 10.84% 16,020,450
3 1.78% 6 9 2.48% 2,328,162
4 177% 6 10 3.10% 2,326,870
5 11.83% 42 53 15.79% 15,514,128
] 11.83% 42 54 15.48% 15,514,110
7 324% 11 20 5.26% 4,252,374
8 12.47% 44 3 8.98% 16,346,088
2} 7.30% 26 34 9.81% 9,571,212
10 7.30% 26 30 B3.05% 9,571,230
" 4.02% 14 11 3.10% 5,276,682
12 4.02% 14 14 4.33% 5,276,682
13 5.38% 19 12 3.10% 7,054,132
14 5.38% 19 12 3.41% 7,054,146
15 2.69% 9 q 1.24% 3,527,730
16 2.69% 9 4 1.24% 3,527,148
17 1.54% 5 0 0.00% 2,020,140
18 1.54% 5 0 0.00% 2,020,140
Totals: 100.00% 151 351 100.08%

Incidence of 20¢ Fire Pumper

Plate Expacted %  Expected # Actusl & Actual % Max PNCs
1 ) 8.62% 38 46 10.45% 11,213,154
2 3.34% 15 18 4.08% 4,342,230
3 8.78% 39 47 10.68% 11,419,542
4 8.78% 39 46 10.45% 11,418,596
& 12.96% 57 77 17.50% 16,846,362
3 L891% % 16 164% 7,677,144
7 7.76% 34 37 BiA% 10,085,742
8 783% H 26 5.01% 10,185,724
9 7.28% 32 4 5.45% 9,460,908
12 7.28% 32 20 4.55% 9,460,908
11 5.36% 24 21 4.77% 6,970,464
12 082% 4 2 0.45% 1,065,186
13 713% 3 29 6.59% 9,268,758
14 0.82% 4 1 0.23% 1,065,186
15 366% 16 13 2.95% 4,764,654
16 3.66% 16 17 3.86% 4,764,636
Tolals: 100.00% 44 440 100.00%

Incidence of 25¢ Yosemite Flag

Plale Actual ¥ Actual % 4 Block % Block #Phos % Phas
Found Tapged Tagged Tagged Tagged

i 47 054% 47 1.75%

1 20 0.23% 20 0.33%

2 368 4.23% 368 13.73%

2 107 1.23% 107 1.78%

3 332 3381% 332 12.39%

3 94 1.08% G4 1.56%

4 445 5.11% 445 16.60%

5 567 651% 567 21.16%

50 203 2.33% 203 3.37%

Bi 41 1.62% 141 2.34%

7 450 517% 450 16.79%

7l 190 218% 190 3.15%

8 315 363% 316 11.729%

gi 265 3.06% 266 4.42%

9 155 1.78% 155 5.78%

9 1,695 19.52% 1699 28.20%

10 893 11.41% 993 16.48%

i 845 9.71% 845 15.03%

13| 694 787% 694 11.52%

14 728 8.36% 72 12.08%

15i 44 0.51% 44 0.73%

Totals: 3,704 100% 2.580 100% 8.024 100.00%

In addition to the three contribuiors named on the previous pag-
es, these tables include data submitted by a host of TPN and
Coil Line readers. The concept for the expected percentages
was proposed by Dr. James Griffin.

Incidence of 29¢ °F°

Plate Actuaf Na Actual %
111 662 17.14%
1222 504 23.40%
2222 2191 §6.72%
121 35 0,91%
2211 ! 1.84%
Totals: 3,863 100.00%

29 ¢ Yosemite Incidence

Plate Actual # Actual %
1 1.221 18.46%
2 235 355%
21 {Lenz) 3 0.05%
3 1,285 19.58%
4 B97 13.56%
5 19 0.29%
6 %7 4.04%
8l {Lenz) 1 C.02%
7 2,576 38.94%
71 {Toledo) 2 0.03%
8 10 0.15%
] a5 1.28%
AT 4 0.06%
A22211 1 0.02%
Totals: 8,615 100.00%

29¢ White Hanse Incidence

Plate Attual # Actual %
1 160 571%
2 62 221%
3 394 14.07%
4 582 20.76%
5 17 061%
6 657 23.46%
7 928 33.14%
& 212 7.57%
Takais: 2,800 100.00%

ADLETS

Classified ads are 15 cents o
word. Thers is no charge for
your address. Members of

PNC* are entiled to one 25-
word free adlet aach year.

1 HAVE a few U.S. perfins, mostly N.J. state offices and
Germany. Dogs anycne want to give them a home?
Free. Box L, TPN [3-83)

WANTED PS 18s: Reguiar Perfed XF-S, impert, mis-
perl, miscut. John Tisen (PNC3 473, APS, ASDA) B&J
Sales, 3012 . Croddy Way, Santa Ana, CA 92704, 1-
B00-854-4487. (6-83)

LAUBACH SHEETS, cveral! tagged $69.95; plate biocks
$16.95. Langiey airmail overall tagged, sheet $69.95,
plate block $19.95. Kim Cunibert, POB 3654, Danbu-
ry, CT 06813-3654. (PNC3 3-83)

PNCs BY SUBSCRIPTION: My customers got A32333
and A33334 of the Fagla & Shisld cheap. it's quite
simple, Subscribe to my new-issues service and get
every new plate number as a PS/3 or PS/5, VF or XF,
Send $25 depesit to Esrall, POB 20130, Shaker
Heights, OH 44120, (3-33)

JOIN PNC3 For cetails, write Joann Lenz, 37211 Alper
Dr., Steriing Hts. M1 48312-2203, {3-93)

IF YOU DESPERATELY need a 1691 PNC Calalog, ycu
can still obtain ena from Ed Densan, tha PNC Special-
ist, PO Box 158, Alderpoint, CA 95411, Phone (707)
§926-5312. (PNC3 3-93)

LAUBACH overall tagged: horizontal strips with sel-
vage, $10 for seivage, $10 for each stamp. Plate
biocks $10C. Ken Morsaw, 402 Corcnation Ave.,
Franklin, MA 02038, (PNC3 3-83)
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Try me, you’ll like it!

You'll love my big discounts, my no-quibble return policy. my VF
quality. This list {List 6) is good through July 8. 25% off on
orders over $100; 15% off on orders over $50; 5% off on
orders over $25; 5% additional off for members of PNC3,
Prices are for VF. Deduct 10% for Fine; add 25% for XF.

---------- L Ty
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Great Americans—The book

The stamp-by-stamp summary that began in the January issue of TPN has been
updated, revised, and expanded. It has grown to 16 illustrated pages and includes
all tagging breaks, shipping totals, every scrap of information available. If you col-

lect the Great Americans, it is a sort of catalog (but it doesn’t include prices).
Price: $7.50 postpaid.

Great Americans—Singles are back
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1S Thayer B 5 WINT 2341 501} NEW 508 Mimiz PE {shiny) 100 10073
135 10Russd B 5 1156 23(9) 7.00{1) 0 52¢ Humphrwy PE 100 4% U5
217 10¢ Red Cioud BE k. B5(1) M S Haward 110 154(0
27 10¢ Radt Ciowd OF k| T HE S AmadEE 12 52010)
Same, agped bemge 1.00T (% HO 75 Wilkie PE (aufh 1] 1m £50{1)
Bame, utagpa aNIgE FL NEW 756 Willie PE sniny) 10 m 550(1)
217t 10g Rod Cinud PE Fl 5 H  § Al 1% W)
1854 11g Partridgn 0L X 18025 oA §1 Hopine BE 15 10 (1)
1855 13 Crazy Cotra 2 2200,% 13U §1 Hoptirs OF 18 1oq
Same, premur 3004 715U 1 Kopains PE Lanz 15 7002
195 Mg LewinBL X 120{1) awm §.0041) HE R 15 b3 o
AT 1y Howe BE 5 1900.,3 o6 P5HateBE bE 4000{1)
o7 15 Coty i 2 ) M SEHaaPE W 3000
Same, Ptz 38 WANT Toe Ioliowing ars not Graa! Amacican vamps, £t yoc: srabatly 6051 Save (har.
N 15 Coly 5 15 1804 70¢ Fiag BE Duli & 1000(% 18.00 )
Same, tagges schage LTa. g 1654 200 Fiaq BL oy o A5 MR B
g f;"“&m‘c::‘:“‘ % - 45-19321@) et TOM g Flag B Ebioy inm Pinln Yuiaiod. Pay 55 1ot PRA, 110 r P3N,
Sume, remium 500{15.15) C1E 454 Langey O o w
Same, vertlag brmak 108415 Abbrevistions used In deseriplionr:
AT 1 Lockwood x el Tagging: BBlack; O=Crarali; F=Praphasphored; L=Unisgped for Untagged sevaga); T=Tegged se+
na e hanGael » 1t b
13 m:nuqanomsl s 310 ot Partorations; LeL Parforator; E=Eurai buil's syw; SExStraighl sdge
Ef“““_';';fu‘:"' 4 mt%g [ have a complete stock of ZIP and copyright blocks. Al prices net.
Same, pramiym " :mm 2000 4) No discounts. Prices subject to change. Some quantities limited. [
Sama, pramivm 1,13
B o o Y - pay postage on orders over 510, otherwise please add 52 cents.
Same, oremium 2058
Sama, premeum 500(8. .
1860 20¢ Troman 8L A SWE) 000 13my 1992 bghfhouse suppfemenfs
:g %ﬁ:ﬁmm A ‘mg [ carry all Lighthouse albums, album supple-
1BE20 208 Tram CE Pager Ml Lo ments, binders, UV lamps, stock books, and
H79 He Cartoon BE 4 32001) supplies at a 15% discount. Added 5% off for
1853 22 Awubon BL X' WA sW( 19041 : .
e n:mmms s SNH M M PNC3 members. Call or write for details.
MBI Casati BE 0 30043)
WK Xy Cast 06 0 170
Same, with gging oreak 8757
28 M CummPE | 3040
ES 254 Londen BE 5 100(1) STEPHEN Gu ESB“TI
Same, premym 5008 P.Q. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, Dhio 44120
UM 24 Siing Bub BE 5 3801 Talaphone: (216) 561-9393 FAX: (216} 752-5002
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Tagging breaks on Cottrell Press PNCs (updated throngh Aprill3, 1993)
Cal Wo. ol Ty L 1 0 T 3 T =) ]
- ? - ke % = 2 A o Symbols, abbrevaalions
m BSb {BSb JiBCHSLBCH 4 B < Bar (veical
i BSbh | BSb JiBOl SbjBCH J o ‘“"::)
78 i B Stb BCic J§ BClbe J C = Clip (T-shaped)
2710 B Stb BCtx Ji BCthe J i S = Screw head
POV T SV S e aammnnes Clips and sorew heads, 3150
5Ty H BSth BSIb J i Sb show bar breaks.
572 H BSib BSb Ji b i .
s i 3sb  {BSbJ {BCy JisCR [ BOW J e
574 H BEhb B Sih J BCw J:BCb BCib J l; ' '
: = Slener
(il . .
21 BSto% J = a junction of fow mats
ggts i BSt% i has been found at this foca-
. i i lion. This i8 seen &s a horzon-
1771 E BCb J} BCth H tal break PLUS 3 venic|
mz BOWw JiBCw J i break.
1713 t8Ch J BChe J3 BCD o Sb % = eisls with S5, bul nel In
1774 i BCh J Bl JIBCk 4 S1 a UM DerEd sinp.
NOTE: Mates 1and 2 of the 5.2¢ Sleigh have been found with 3 horizontal joint ling. meaning a verlical tagging draak axists, Ariyona with: & full foll would ba able Lo contirm tocation of verlical breaks

Notes to above chart

17T4, 3R found uscd as a PS/4,
17T3, 3R, found mint.

noL.Dy_perioralipn 1L is the smp
with the plate number.

This chart developed and updated
by Eugenc R. Emst Please report
new finds o him at 135522 Windy
Cove, Houston, TX 77095, Please in-
clude a diagram showing how you
count position

Overall tagging

(oaly an rolls wher the tagging Break i
constant and doss not ‘walk’)

ATIR: (W) 2,98

4TIX (o smmpe) (W) 11L1, 9L, 8L,
TL, 6L, 207, 1L, 3R,
5R, 7R, 9R2, LOR?

124, 1L, 2L, 9L,
gL, 7L, 6L, 5L, 4L,
3L, 2L, 1L, Lise, IR,
2R, 3R, 5R, 6R, B8R,
SR, 10R, 11R, 12R

191, M3L, 10L, #5L,
7L, 6L, 51, 4L, 3L,
il #1L, 3R, 4R,
5R,8R, 12R

124, 11L, 0L, 9L,
8L, 7L, 8L, 5L,4L,
AL, 2L, 1L, Line, 1R,
2R, 3R, 4R, 5R.6R,
8R,11R

12l

12L. 1L, 3L, 2L,
1L, 4R

# 5T1Y Circus Wagon is confirmed
with only one break in 52 ammps,
stamps not marked have two.

W' indicates that & “walking”™ tag-
ging treak has also beemi reparted.
This means & break can be found on
all posidons,

A gucstion mark indicates that the ro-
poned position has not been con-
firmed.

471X (on pesfa)

Ty

1IT2 W)

20T
$1T1 (W)

Untagged stripe
across top or boitom

4TIRi Top

5T1Y Top, bottom
15T2 Top, bonom
$1T1 Top, boltom

Emsl weicomes new reports.

b

‘Toledo brown’ blamed on supplier of ink

Continued from Page 59

Linda W. Wilder, spokesperson for BEP, said the
color change would have gone "unncticed during
production for a short period of time since the
change in color was so gradual.”

She said the pressmen wouid have been unable
to notice the color change in the ink fountains
“since the color of very thick ink would appear
very dark brown, almost black.”

BEP's contracting officer was able 1o supply nor-
mal 29¢ Flags over Mt. Rushmore as well as Tele-
do browns from which color copies were made.
The Toledo browns used by the Burean were also
from Plate 7 and their color matched the color of
a mint strip of five submitted by TFN.

Accarding to Ms. Wilder, the gradual change in
the color of the stamps was noticed during pro-
duction, and the errors were tagged for desiruc-
tion. She said: “It is believed that only a small
number of error color stamps escaped detection
during examination and were isseed to the U.S.
Postal Service for sale.”

Apparently BEP noliced the change only when
Plaie 7 was being printed, but Toledo browns are
also known on Plate 1. They are very scarce.

Collectors have found Plate 7 Toledo browns in
various pans of the United States. The name was
given to them by Al Haake, whose supply came
from the Toledo, Ohio, area. But the siamps were
first found by Gary Davis in lowa Numbered
sirips from Plate 7 are currently being offered by
dealers at around $150.

The earliest known use of a Plaie 7 Toledo
brown is Dec. 2, 1991,

The Scott catalog will give the Toledo brown a
separate number, 2523c,

The Toledo brown is only the second PNC that
BEP has aclmowledged as being a color error. BEP
also said the 22¢ Flag from Plate 8 with a black
union in the flag was a color error.

It termed the 20¢ Flag from Plale 8 with a brick
red Supreme Coun ink contamination, as it did
with the various 22¢ Fags in which the Capilol
was blue instead of black.

TPN is unaware of any ruling on the 25¢ Flag
over Yosemite from Plate 5 in which the trees
were printed in black. If anyone has a repont on
this variety, we ask that it be shared with our read-
ers.

Flag Series Roll Sizes, updated to April 4, 1993
i8F 20F 22F 25F 26F 20FX Key to table
1AB 1ABC 1A 180 1A 1A * = "P" on labet
2A,BC 2ABC 2AB.C 1i B, C* 2A8C 2ABC A = Roll of 100
JAB  3AB 3A 2A, 2G 3ABC B = Roll of 500
4A8 4AB 48,C 2B, C~, 0" 3A 4AB C = Roll of 3,000
5A.B,C 5B 5A 3A.B.C 4 A 5B,C D = Rall of 10,000
BALB 6B 6B C 3B,C D" 5B C 6A
7A gA 7A 4A,8C 68,C 7A 29F2 and 29F6 are on Lenz
SA aA EA BB C 84 papar
10A 104,8,C SlA 7A
11A,8 1A 6 A §8,C Data cempiled by
12A 124 TA A Alah Thomsan
138 138,C TiA LARRRAR1] P.0. Box 91
14A,8 14B,C 8ABC A22211 0 Northweod, KK 03261
14P B, C 158,C SIA BT, C”
16B,C gA Please send changes or
17 A 9i A corrections dimctly to Alan
184 1A Thamson.
19A 111A
204 131A
218,C 14i A
22A 151 A
TiAC




It really pays

When the Postal Service finally realized
that collectors were running 1¢ UvMs o
oblain numbered strips with higher val-
ues, word went oui from L'Enfant Plaza
1o reprogram the Postal Mailing Centers
so that only stamps from 19¢ up conld be
bought.

The Postal Service had not looked
ahead. Readers of TFN had predictaed that

to look aheaa:

collectors would get their 29¢ sirips for
$1.88, not $5.22.

But Joann Lenz did look ahead. Lenz,
the secretary of the Plate Number Coil
Collectors Club (PNC?), prepared some
birthday cavers in September 1992, using
UvMs. Becanse she also intended to get
them postmarked on the birthday, the con-
tents said: “Belated birthday greetings!”

ok Aokl RN O B KR KRR K K SRR ok ok

UNITED STRTES POSTAL SERVICE
POSTAGE & MAILING CEMTER

" ANMH  RAREOR.
ﬁﬁﬁPDF’ﬂCl
g. 83 STAMP

*
%
$ 6.13 STAMP
$ 0.27 STAMP

1D1?
doclok
i
1
i

J
2
a

M1

481066

9-03-92 4:9IPM

2
WA A AOICHOKA AR IR o Mo o o ACK AR RR Rk

Total Printed & 9,43
Totzal Paid $ @.56

Chanse Returned $ 89.07

FoksoRIR R ok THANK YOI dekokorsokokkokok kR ik K

Great Americans

Cover of Bi-Month

The total postage of $4.04 is
broken down as follows: airmail rate.
» $3.60 for registration with Two 2¢

+50.44 for the half-ounce

Jefferson  coil

BE PAREPARED!—Raceipt, left, shows
how Joann Lenz beat the Postal Ser-
vice's abolition of low-value UVMs to
prepare the hirthday cover showing
the recipient’s birthday (03-13-27).

The back of the envelope
feamres three more of the el-
liptical Registry Section can-

By Richard L.

postal insurance up to a value
of $100.

stamps account for the lasi
four cents of posiage.

cels plus a black Madras arri-
val cancel. (J

Beecher

This is a cover with multiple
use of the L-Perforated 40¢
Gilbreth on a registered letter
from Los Angeles to Madras,
India.

The elliptical shape of the
Registry Section purple can-
cels cannot be explained, but
it's probably caused by wear.

Hotchner explains

varieties on Flags

Writing in the April 5 issue
of Linn’s, John M. Holchner
explains some of the freaks g
that have been found on Flag
coils, including missing coi-
ors, wrong colors, excess coi-
ors.

He also reported a color va-
riety on the 7.6¢ Carreta. 5

£

R 010 9
A

A%

MBdras- Lov 03 Tndia



¢

76 | The Plate Number, May 1993
[

__Tjnmmnmwnmmmwmmmmm ‘
Sral.... SlAma, Wolock.. . iMOverall ...} Harmwilock § Hamewloveml..... Haoewihasahored : Untagged
1944 e Dix L2 A
271 H¢ Fianagan EN) E {11 Inlentignally
273 i5¢ Muicz Mann £t E 1) Erer (21 nientionally
2178 B0 Bed Clowd. E (1), Eot2) EX .2 Bt
2118 15¢.Cosdy TR E{n2tat =k (1} (disnued} £ Emor
a8 20 Tuman, L{1 E ) Ei3. E M Emor
1863 i Auduben . ELODL Ei3) L) Etrer
PATrA 23 Cassall E1) Elrt.2h E(L EI0Emr
2%00...... 2ae handen S ey LA ‘. Ei2).erron
21833 i25¢ Londan dooks 25 £ (1) Erar (81,50 gl
1864 330¢ Laubagh L E2) E@it
JJBE7..... 339 Clark L £ (2}
1868 40¢. Gilbreth L 2
| 2186....... 340¢ Chennault Efix E{2) E(LEmar
2188 45¢ Cushing, £0) Efr ELEmar
1559 SHeNmiz @234 SE0.2) {30 3. shime oy LOOE (L2 R
2193 175¢ Willkiz 15 (ul pua). . shimod
21%A 381 Hookins. E() E(1) Eilu2l E{iLEmar
219 £6 Hare E K
Symbaois used in thess charts:
L = L-perforalor 10.9x 10.9 E = Eureka ofi-press bull's-eye 11.2x 112 A«APiessin-lingbull'seve 11.2x11.2

7 $5 booklel enly 1.2 11.2. The $1.50 and §3 (Plate 1) booklets are biock tagged and perforated (10 x 9.8) in-line on Goebel booklet-making equipment
& Printed on an -8 currency press. Tagged off press. All have shiny gum.
* Overall tagging in all selvage. 1 Untagged area in selvage. £ Lenz paper (solid tagging). p Motlled prephaspharing.
wr The existence of 15¢ Cody on praghasphored paper is in doubt See Page 24 of January issue.
Entries printed in boidface fype indicate that Ihey are new or have been changed since the last report.
Data first compiled far Lizn's World Stamp Almansc by Wayne L. Youngblood. Updated by the PNC Study Group.

Tagging, plate numbers, and Perforatmns of Great Americans kngwn in only one version
Scott Stamp E-E/Cottrell Overall ck L/Overall Hamow/block Harrow/overall Harrow/phosphored Liphosphored  Unlagged
2158 1¢ Milchell 1} E Error
2169 2¢ Mary Lyon E(12) E (1) Erron
1845 2¢ Siravinsky 123455 E-E Error
1846 3¢ Clay 12 E-E Error
2170 3¢ White 123 £ Error
1647 d¢ Schurz 1234 E-E Emror
1848 5¢ Buck 1234
2172 5¢ Black E(1,2} E (2} Errer
1849 ¢ Lippmann i
1850  7¢ Balowin 1
1851 8¢ Knox 3456% L (% Emor
1852 9¢ Thaye 1
1853 10¢ Russail 1 L Error
1854 11¢ Partridge 234 5% L Enor
1855 3¢ Ciazy Horse 1,234 E-EEmor
1856  14¢ Lewis 1
2177 14¢ Howe E(12)

1857  17¢ Carson 123413141516 £-E Eror
2119 17¢ Lockwood £ E Emor
1858  18¢ Mason 123456 E-E Emor
1853  19¢ Sequoyah 39529, 39530

1860 2¢ Bunche 1,2.34,5572810,1113 E-E Emor
1661 20¢ Gallaudet 1256389

2180 21¢ Calson E{1}

2183 25¢ London sheet E{12)

2184 28¢ Sitting Bull E(1)

21344 29¢ Warren S1.82p

NEW  29¢ Jefferson S1,82

1885  15¢ Oraw 1234

2185 35¢ Chavez 51,82

1866 37¢ Millikan 1234 E-E Emror
2150 52¢ Humphrey 12

2161  56¢ Harvard E(1) E Ereor
2192 65¢ Amold E{1) £ Error
2194 §1 Revei E(N) E Emor
2195 52 Boyan E{2) £ Error

Bold-faced stamps are obsolate. Design has beenreplaced.
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Great Americans questions (and even a few answers)

s USA

rRsensviatedinvnten

Tagging break

On this 4¢ Schurz, there is a vertical tag-
ging break, but to its left there is pan of a sec-
ond one. What is it?

Ken Moreau
Franklin, Mass.

Answer: TPN first mentioned tagging breaks
in the January issue. That was the first anyone
had ever heard of them.

We still do not laiow precisely what caused
thern but believe it to be a channel for a fas-
tener used to hoid down a tagging mat on
Cotirell Press 803, which had no 1agging ca-
pability before the great BEP fire.

What this looks like—although it's just a
guess-~is that the channel cut for the fastener
was not a siraight line, but a sort of spiral.
This would appear 10 be the spot where the
channeis overlapped.

It would also suggest that at the top of the
short channel there was a hole for the fastener
10 go through the mat.

Untagged with stripe

I have a plate block from Plate 2 of the 35¢
Drew that does not have overall tagging. It
has a single line of phosphored material

teisennsay

3

veossesadbefrorrrosvnsacs
sunsruesedhefostsannaanann
-

+
jrrrsssndivnmrnaravrrsr v
. L]

across the top half of the two bottom stamps.

I don't know how 1o classify this or is it

something that should have overall 1agging?
Thomas O. Field
Rockvilie, Md,

Answer: Many Drew blocks have a bright
line of tagging across them, as shown in the
illustration above, but the stamps are overall
tagged, 100.

There are iwo possible reasons why the
reader thought the stamps untagged:

» His UV lamp is not filtered to eliminaiz
unwanted visible light.

* His UV lamp was used in a brightly lit

TOO.

Tagging break, stubby lines

I have a pane of 23¢ Cassaus from Plate 2
with overall tagging. There is an untagged
stripe through “Mary Cassan” on all siamps
in the bottorm row. Why?

Answer: The stripe is the end of the tagging
mat. It is usually at the top or bottom of a
pane, but if the tagging voller ix not perfecily
aligned, it can float up and down. Stamps
with such breaks are the perfect way 10 differ-
entiate phosphored from overali-tagged Cas-
AL,

I have a left pane of a Cottrell-printed 202
Gallaudet. The right selvage shows the usual

sbususngpnve]erancaccoranys

15
i
3

»

e REEAN D Py

clectric-cye markings, but the lefi selvage has
smabby vertical lines. What &re they? They're
new 10 me.

Answer: We'll have 1o await comments
from readers. The smbby lines are new 1o us,
100.
What's up with
Lyon stamps ?

the tagging on these 2¢

AR cs NP RERRAS A sanuR RIS
YURPITIIRAsANlAbannsnanaake

IS LLESISEtddnsnvdasmannnana

Answer: It looks very much as if the tagging
mat was wom oul, although we haven't the
faintest idea why there is that untagged spot
near Mary Lyon’s chin,

COn other Lyon stamps we have now noticed
that the tagging ofien causes the Lype 1o ap-
pear like a photographic negative, a phenome-
noh we also noticed on PNCs, but could never
explain. But Kim Cunibeni’s anicle on Page
80 theorizes that Type II paper, which is acid-
ic, may have repelled 1aggant.

Yarious questions

1 have a 20¢ Truman with floating plate
numbers. The top has a strzight edge, the bot-
tom is perfed.

Answer: The panes were separated by a
guilletine that was supposed to go through the

perfs. On the bottom, it did; on the top, it
missed.

I have a 23¢ Cassan with overall tagging
from Plates 1 and 2 on Type [ paper.

Answer: TPN has had no previous repors of
Type I paper on the Cassatts.

My 30¢ Laubachs show no E-E marking on
the left sides of Plate 1.

Answer:We have checked a half dozen full
panes. Most show no E-E on the left seivage;
one shows a “crow’s foor”

My 39¢ Clark with fioating plate numbers is
on Type II paper. You list only Type IIL

Answer: We have now found some Clarks
on Tvpe II paper, as well. We should add here,
that our listing of paper wypes for the Great
Amernicans is based almos! entirely on repons
from just two collectors, We are certain that
other paper types will be identified for many
other stamps.

My 50¢ Nimitz with dull gumn is on Type 1
paper for Plates 2 and 3 and on Type I paper
for Plate 1.

And, I have a $2 Bryan from Plais 2 on
Type 11 paper.

Carel Morehouse
Carlsbad, CA

Varieties XLV
Gravured Circus Wagons
have different papers

A.S. Cibulskas, writing in the Feb. 19 issue
of Mekeel' s Weekly, says the papers used for
Al and A2 of the gravured 5¢ Circus Wagon
are different.

He made these observations:

+» The paper and gum of Al are slightly
creamy; A2 is lighter.

» A2 gum has more obvious horizontal stri-
ations than A1.

» Under magnification, Al appears o have
more cbvious paper fibnlles than A2

Several collector have also noticed that ail
Eagle and Shield Stamps stuarting with
A77TT77 are on a high bright paper. Earlier
stamps were on dead paper.

All three stamp printers, Stamp Venmurers,
American Bank Note and the BEP have re-
ported that new paper specs are in effect.

The only explanation obtainable so far
from the Postal Service is that the spe-
cifications were changed on the adhesive,
because USPS was seeking a more moisture-
resistant gum so stamps wauld not be affect-
ed by moist climatas.

An attempt to obtain the specifications was
met by a staternent that this required approv-
al of top USPS management.

TPN has asked Postmaster General Marvin
Runyon for the cld and new specs under the
Freedom of Information Act. A preliminary
report appears on Pages 68-69 in this issue
of TPN. O
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Bunche stamps have mixed pairings

The production totals on the 202
Bunche stamps do not add up.
Hete are the totals reporied by BEP:
Impressions

205,824
205,824
110,736
110,736
520,801
521,308
483 598
335,009
10 505,769
11 505,769
13 149.000
We can ignore the plate pairings 1 and
2: 3 and 4; and 10 and 11. All were paired
and produced identical impression totals.
Presumably, Plate 13 was paired with
Plate 7, giving this result.

UQ-JGMILUN“E

Plate 7 rotai 453,593
Plate 13 1otal -149,000
Remainder 334,511

But there were 335,099 impressions
from Plate 8. If it printed these paired to
Plate 7, that leaves some Flate 8 impres-
sions unaccounted for:

Plae 8 wowal 335,099
Remainder fram pairing with Plate 7 _ -234.611
New i 495

The question now is whether any of
these impressions came from a pairing
with Plate 6.

Plate 6 total 521,305
Plate 5 total -520.801
Remainder 502

Thus, it would appear that a handful of
stamps (495 impressions) were printed by
a pairing of Piates 6 and 8. The remaining
14 impressions cannot be accounted for.

So far, knowing this is of no great im-
portance. After all, on the Greal Ameri-
cans, pairings do nol show up on the
stamps as they did with PNCs. But sup-
pose we find a paper or tagging variety on
one of the stamps that has been paired.
We, therefore, wonld need to know the
plate number of its twin, which should
show the same variety.

The 20¢ Bunche is the only Cottrell-
printed Great American for which we
have complete data on which more than
two plates were paired.

On the 17¢ Carson, multiple pairings
may have occurred, too, but we lack pro-
duction details for Plate 14, and so are un-
able to draw any conclusioas.

But, on another front, we now know
that BEP failed to provide daia on returns
to press. We know this from the stamps
with the same plate number that we have
found with and without gum breakers and
with and without tagging breaks.

Therefore, research is needed to fill in
the missing data. We ask readers to Teport
all pum breakers and tagging breaks they

find.

After we have all this data, we will see
if any stamps exist from those same plates
without either of those characteristics.

What’s rare?

When we began collecting PNCs, the
first challenge was to find what piate
numbers existed.

In the beginning, none were expensive.

On the Greal Amencans, we are starting
quite late. The stamps have been in circu-
lation more than 12 years. Research is
just starting.

But we can safely pick out the stamps
anc plate numbers that command premi-
um prices, although it is stiil too early 1o
give dollar values. *Premium prices”
means that the stamps are a bargain if
they can be obtained for the full price list-
ed in the Scott Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps.

Here, then, is a preliminary list of the
“Dirty Dozen" Great Americans {(not in-
ciuding any paper or tagging varieties):

Great Americans
L]
: Dirty Dozen
2 2¢ Stravinsky, Platez 5 and 6
# 13¢ Cmzy Horse, Plates 3and 4
#£ 17¢ Camon, Plates 15 and 16
£ 20¢ Bunche, Plates 3 and 4, Plates 11 and 13
£ 20¢ Gallaudet, Plates § and 6, Plates B and 9
B 25¢ London, Plats 2
§ 20¢ Laubach, Plate 2, overall tagged
¥ 35¢ Drew, Platez Jand 4
8 50¢ Nimitz, dull gum, Plawe 2, oversll ugged

Of these, the Drews and Gallaudets and
the Nimitz are probably harder to find
than the overall-tagged Laubach, which,
although already priced quite beyond oth-
er Greal Americans, appears to be fairly
easy to find in New England post offices.

For collectors of matched plate posi-
tions, some positions are hard to find.

But we still lack enough information 1o
point out which ones.

Tagging breaks

Alan Thomson has found two 4¢ Schurz
plate blocks from Plate 2 with a tagging
break in the right outside selvage. That’s
news because it confirms that Plate 2 ex-
ists with a tagging break.

But it also poses a puzzle because the
two blocks have tagging breaks of differ-
ing widths.

We can't explain it.

In addition, he has found a 50¢ Nimitz
from Plate 4 with shiny gum, meaning it

is off the 1-8 Press, with a tagging break
across the top. That, too, is news and just
as puzzling.

The I-8 press could not tag. So the print-
ed stamps were puot through an offset
press, which applied tagging.

What this indicates is that the lagging
roeller on the offset press had a seam.

Hopkins confusion

Alphonse D. Ponzillo notes that Stamps
etc. lists the $1 Hopkins from the A Press
as being on prephosphored paper and asks
an explanation.

Easy! Stamps efc., as usual, is wrong.
This useless guide to U.S. stamps has
now become a quarterly, which means it
will be even less useful.

On the Hopkins, TPN ordered all three
item numbers. Here's what was senL:

1080 §1 Johns Hopkins

(1989, panes of 20}

This was the block-tagged Plate 1.

1090 31 Johns Hopkins ("C" press,

prephosphored paper)

This was Plate 2, prephosphored.

N1090 $1 Johns Hopkins ("A” press,

{prephosphored paper)

This was Plate 1, overall-tagged.

And, yes, the overall-tagged Hopkins
does exist. In our last issue we cast doubt
on this becarse no one had ever found an
overall-tagged Hopkins with untagged
selvage. But these stamps appear yeliow-
ish in daylight and the tagging is clearly
over the printing.

We'd still like reporis of untagged sel-
vage.

Large and small blocks

One of the things that has been learned
as a result of publishing the stamp-by-
stamp summary of the Great Americans is
that several of the stamps printed with
fioating pilate numbers on the A Press
show both large and small tagging blocks.

Stamps on which both sizes of blocks
have been reported include the 14¢ Lew-
is, the 22¢ Audubon, and the 39¢ Clark.

Because both sizes of tagging block
have been found by Robent Kuget on right
or left panes, we can rule out a tagging
mat that was only 10 stamps wide.

The possibility exists that what we are
seeing is the result of an unreported return
1o press, meaning that one size of tapging
block was used for one printing run, fol-
lowed by a change 10 the other size.

This coincides with findings of more
than one paper type on one stamp, partic-
ularly the 10¢ Russeil which also exhibits
two colors of gum. [
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ROB’S COVER OF THE BI-MONTH |

NONPRQFIT USAGE—Portion of a cover featuring three
2¢ Locomatives fram Plate 8 in 2 rare nonprafit-rate us-
age, The mailer's postmark on the numberad stamp says
“Nonprotit” vertically. A four-iine horizontal inscriptien
says "Mailers/permit/number/1." The postmark, accord-
ing to the Domestic Mail Manuai, should have baen dat-

ed. TPN is shawing anly a portian of the cover to high-
light the details. The cover originated from the Ronaid
Reapan Scholarship Program. (If you have a candidate
for Cover of the Bi-Month, please send a phatocopy of
your cover against a black background to Rab Washburn,
P.0. Box 840, Skowhegan, ME 04876.)

Actual Great Americans quantities shipped to USPS

By Ken Lawrence

We have been fed a lot of baloney by
the General Accounting Office about sup-
posed huge savings to be reaped in pur-
chasing cheap stamps from the privae
sector. Keep these figures handy for refer-
ence when the stamp papers next report
the GAOQ figures as gospel.

The following figures are through fiscal
year 1991 and the cost is stated per 1,000

stamps.
Great Americans Series
Face Who Shipped Cost
.0l Dix 644,550,000 51.43
01 Miicheil 703,800,000 1.73
02  Swavinsky ___ 1,228,340.000 1,38+
02 Lyon 612,910,000 1.80
.03 Clay 240,900,000 1.30%
03 White _ 2,031,950,000 1.62
.04  Schurz 290,900,000 1.31+
.04 Flanagan 489,450,000 202
.05 Buck S0€,700,000 1.33+
.05 Black 323,760,000 2.50
05 Mufloz 315,780,000 .87
.06 Lippmann 47,550,000 154
.07 Baldwin 102,150,000 1.50
.08 Knox 109,850,000 162
.09  Thayer 116,300,000 1.60
10 Russell 262,500,000 1.51
.10 Red Cloud 492 000,000 1.78
J1 Partridge 144,350,000 2.06
13 Crazy Horse _ 1,157,790,000 117+
14 Lewis 1,520,400,000 1.57
14  Howe 734,320,000 1.55
15 Cody 2,085,400,000 156
17 Carson 1,620,180,008 1.23=
.17 Lockwood 504,120,000 1.67
13 Mason 751,530,000 1.09%
19 Sequoyah _____ 110,290,000 1.31*
.20 Bunche 1,.216,250,00¢ 1.05¢
20 Galiandet 451750000 1.12%
20 Traman 938,300,000 1.61
21 Cafdsem 66,030,000 3.03
22 Andubon 697,003,000 1.54
23 Cassant 548,650,000 224

25 Londonpanc____ 6,390,000 363
25 London $5__ 1.639,986,000 233
25 London $1.50 __ 350,373,600 608
25 London 53 657495 000 3.35
28 SimngBull ____ 46170000 188
30 Laubach 343,300,000 .69
35  Drew 183,060,000 1.15+
.37 Millikan 623,560,000 1.20%
39 Clark 733,900,000 1.60
A0 Giloreth 382,050,000 1.60
40  Chennault 91,300,000 2.60
45  Cushing 483,950,000 1.72
S50 Nimitz 577,450,000 1.87
.52 Humphrey 249,020,000 1.91
56 Harvard 126,450,000 325
65  Ameld 180,780,000 1.74
1.00 Revel 277.7%0,000 163
1.00  Hopkias 249580000 284
200 Bryan 197250000  2.27
500 Hane 41,468,000 723

Until the next report on stamp prinking
costs, here are some compariscn figures

in FY 1991:
01 Keswel (ABN) 400.000,000  1.10
031 Bhebird(ARN) ___ 200,000,000 1.10
30 Cardinal (8Y) ____ 200,000,000 1.44
1.00 USPS, rings(SV)__ 22,266,000 3.27

Even this isn'1 really a fair comparison,
because private-sector gimmick items,
such as the ATM pressure-sensitive
stamps, cost $15 per 1,000——0 economy
there.

The entire manufacturing cost of all
U.S. postage stamps and stamped paper,
plus migratory waterfowl revenue stamps,
in Fy 1991 was $126.509 million, with a
sclling value of $13.1 billion. Thus the
manufacturing cost is less than 1% of the
face value, on average—and of course
that’s actsally the least expensive part of
the process it takes to get stamps o the
public.

The Gordon Morison/Don McDowell/

Joe Peng team never intended to save
money when they went to the private sec-
tor in the first place, but now that some of
us have complained about the shoddy
products and the corruption of the system,
cost effectiveness is being presented as
the rationalization. Don’t believe it.

Sooner or later USPS will pay the piper
dearly for the revenues it loses with the
security it has sacrificed by tuming away
from quality intaglio printing and replac-
ing it with low-grade offset-printed stick-
ers.

The appearance of the “G” stamps sto-
len from KCS Industries is just the tip of
the iceberg, and it occurred just one
month after the GAO had assured Con-
gress that there is no security problem
with the privale stamp printers.

Here is another interesting point about
these figures: Some of these stamps were
not needed at all. BEP vaulis are smffed
with 6¢ Eisenhower and 7¢ Franklin
stamps in the Prominent Americans Se-
ries, and those get shipped almost every
year, so the 6¢ Lippmann and 7¢ Baldwin
Great Americans were superfluous,

[TPN note: Note also that the cost of
stamnps printed on the Cotwell presses
(marked with an asterisk) are considera-
bly lower than those printed on other
presses.}] (1

If your lobe! says “3-93,”

your subscription has expired.
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FM(22

By Kim Cuniberti

Formmer PNC Swudy Group
member Jerry Clark recently
discoverad a tlagging oddirty
that initially defied explana-
don. His strips from 5¢ Motor-
cycle Plates 3 and 4 had the
tagging breaks on the 3L
stamps of eack strip. This, in
and of itself, was not startling.
What was shocking was what
appeared to be a second tag-
ging break right on the joint
line of Plate 3 but not on Plate
4,

Sight unseen, this would
seem 1o point to a completely
different set of lagging mats,
cnes that were 24 subjects
long. Why? Becapse that
would be the only way to

create tagping breaks at 3L on

even plate numbers, yet leave
another repeating characteris-
tc (in this case a “second”
lagging break) on only one
plate and not the other.
Potentially, this would be an
earth-shattering (E=MC*

Stephen G. Esrati
P. O. Box 20130

That means the equation is not true, but we’re just checking!

smashing) discovery. But,
aias, it turned ont to be some-
thing else. The familiar tag-
ging breaks 12 stamps over, at
9R, were present.

Having cnce seen the strips
in question, two things be-
came very clear:

+ The joint line on Plate 3
was very heavily inked,
whereas the Plate 4 joint line
was quite pale,

» The strips were printed on
Type Il paper, which I have
noticed exhibit an nnesual
characteristic as it relates
tagging.

Whether it is paper stock
from Eastern Fine Paper or the
time peried when Type II
paper was used on Cottrell
Press 803 (the more likely cul-
prit}, the tagging then in use
seems to have an adverse reac-
ton to the printing ink.

The resulting look under
short-wave UV is that the tag-
ging seems 1o pull away from
virtually all inked areas of the
design. It pulls away far
enough so that an untagged

Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Correction
Requested

IF BOX IS CHECKED
YOLR SUBSCAIPTION
HAS EXPiRED

area surrounds all the wording
and numbers and the motorcy-
cle, leaving a 0.5-1.0mm mar-
gin tolally void of tagging.
I'm familiar with this phe-
nomenon on most, if not all,
Type II paper strips, but it
would seem to be a chemical-
ly related reaction of the tag-
ging to the ink without the
paper becomning involved.

It should be remembered,
however, for those who want
to theorize causes, that Type II
paper is the only acidic paper
we have seen on PNCs, there-
fore the paper could play
some role in a more complex
reaction. I have not seen this
characteristic on Type I paper,
which is basic (non-acidic).

So, aithough an interesting
tagping variety, we are not
seeing evidence of any new or
previousiy undiscovered tag-
ging mats, nor some well-
aligned mat crack—any such
feature would also appear on
Plate 4's joint line. What we
are seeing, however, is a clear
exampie of an as-yet-not-

explained characteristic that
should by now be familiar to
those PNCers who use their
short-wave lamps. Anybody
have any answers? The line
forms over there by that sign,
you know, the one that says
SE=MC2." [
By Eugene R. Ernst

| obtained a strip similar 1o
the one found by Jerry at
STaMpsHOW G1 in Philadel-

phia.
Earlier observation had
shown thal the taggant appears

to be absorbed by the ink on
some printings, thereby creat-
ing the appearance of un-
tagged (or light tagging) in the
design,

Because the inking on the
joint line was darker than nor-
mal, [ feel that the ink caused
the joint line area to appear
untagged.

A check on dealers’ stocks
failed to turn up anather copy
or its possible mate on Plate 4.

I bought the strip for refer-
ence, and il now paid off. It
maiches Jerry's. 71
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