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Plate data denied [z===
By Stephen G. Esrati

The Postal Service has denied my appeal under the Freedom of
Information Act for stamp-printing records compiled since No-
vember 1991.

The crux of the denial is that the records no longer exist be-
cause of cost-cufting in the Poslal Service.

For the text of the letier, please see “Editorial we did not
write” on the next page.

Plate-activity reports had been made available to collectors for
more than 50 years. Stopping this flow of information 1o collec-
tors will not only cause some existing stamps never to be found
unused by collectors, but it will also crimp all research into the
production of U.S. stamps.

Making this even harder on collectors is a gag order put out by
the Postal Service on its printers to prevent them from answering
questions from collectors and philatelic journalists.

A writers' summit was scheduled for Navember by Azeezaly
Jaffer, manager of marketing and postal publicity, and the stop-
ping of information was sure Lo be one of the topics.

The final denial of my request came in a letter from Margaret
O’Connell, a lawyer in the Ethics and Information Law section
of the Postal Service.

Ms. O'Connell, who said she only wrote the letter, said her
section had contacted James Tolbert, manager of the Stamp
Management Branch, who gave ihe lawyers to understand that
the records are no longer being compiled and that the Postal Ser-
vice no longer oblains the records from the printers.

As security printers, however, all printers supplying stamps to
the Postal Service must keep such data and do so. The question
appears to hinge on who prints up compilations of these reports.

Only a few weeks before O’Connell’s letter, Tolbert had writ-
ten that he was willing to make the records avaiiable at my cost.

Please turn to Page i41

Photo courtesy Joann Lenz
NEW PMC--The Paramax™ Postage and Mailing Center,
made by Unisys, which was to be introduced by Novem-
ber in the Washington, 0.G., area. Story on Page 142.

B Press ‘dead’; reprints due

“The B Press is dead.” said a spokesman for BEP. "All stamps
that were being printed on it are being ransferred 1o the C and D
presses.

The B Press has served only as a standby press since mid-
1991,

The following Transportation Series coiis. all previously print-
ed on the B Press, have been announced by the Postal Service as
imminent. No first days or issue datcs

IN THIS ISSUE

What Lenz paper is and is not. Page 146-47

19¢ Fishing Boal .......... 153

Dealers end discounting; list prices tumble. Page 140

Greal Americans .....c..... 152, 154

were given:

1¢ Ommibus (Plate 3), 2¢ Locomotive
(Piate 2), 4¢ Steam Carriage (no plate
number mentioned), 10¢ Canal Boat
(Plate 2), and $1 Seapiane (Plate 3).

The Seaplane, already found by dealer
Jerry Koepp, is on prephosphored paper

23¢ USA crvrcrsmcmsersreronn » 135 Imperforates o riien + 148 ! '

29¢ Whits House. ............ 136, 148 L TT 10 S — . 142,19 | With shiny gum. _

56¢ Harvard ...eeevevem . 136 TPN AVETQRE covoemnrrcmsnne « 149 The Postal Service said there would be
7§ 0 LT S ) 154 UPAALE 1vveverermenamsssmnms ramesms = 14z | no change in paper on the Locomotive.
AGIELE 1recemverereorereemameseresees & 153 VAPIEEES veeremmsmsemeeemns s 135-38 | meaning that the stamp may very well be
Al the REWE coorereerrrercner s 151 tagged. (BEP rtefers to ils various papers
Coverof the Bi-Mswh ...  138-9  Pald circulation this issue: 450 | by size and by tagging. "No change in
Daltt Bank .oesirrsorssrssren s 144 paper,” leads to the conclusion that the

new stamp will be tagged just as the pre-
vious Locomotives were.)

Please turn to Page 140
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An editorial we did not write

The following is the complete text of a letter denying our
Freedom of Information Act request of April and eur appeal aof
July:

September 3, 1993

This is in response to your letter dated July 28, 1993, in
which you appeal, under the Freedom of Informarion Act,
5 UsC §552 (FOIA), the denial of your request for informa-
tion. In April, you requested plate-activity repores from
particular printers of postage stamps. The response you re-
ceived indicared that the Postal Service was no longer com-
piling such reports for dismbution to philatelic journalists,
such as yourself. You have considered chis to be a denial of
your request for records, which you have appealed to this
ofhice.

As a result of your appeal, we have contacted James Tol-
bert, Manager, Stamp Management, to discuss the reports
with him. We understand that not only has the Postal Ser-
vice ceased compiling and distributing reporrs to interested
parties; we no longer obtain the material from the printers
that was used ta gencrate the reports. These printers charge
the Postal Service for any plar-acdviry information sent,
and Postal Service emplayces are needed to preparc any
compiled reports for distribution. The plate-activity re-
ports are not used by the Postal Service for any purpose,
and were distributed in the past as a service w those cus-
tomers having an interese in them. In light of the Postal
Service’s endeavors to locate areas in which o conserve
funds, we regret that this program is no longer being pur-
sued.

As you knaw, the FOIA’s disclosure requirement is direct-
ed towards agency records. The term “agency records” has
becn defined as 1) documents that are either created or
maintained by the agency, or 2) documents under the con-
trol of the agency at the dme of the FOIA request. Depart-
menrt of Justice v, Tax Analysts, 492 U.S. 136, 144-45
(1989). The FOIA neither requires agencics to create records
in order to respond to FOIA requests, Sgars, Rocbuck &
Cg. v, NIRB, 421 U.S. 132, 162 (1975}, nor to answer
questions disguised as FOIA requests. See Zemansky v, EPA,
767 E2d 569, 574 (9th Cir. 1983). Because the Postal Ser-
vice no longer obrains nor compiles information for the re-
ports, agency records that would satisfy your request no
longer exist,

This is the final decision of the Postal Service on your re-
quest for this information. Although no agency records are
being denied, the FOIA requires that I inform you chat you
may obrain judicial review of a denial by bringing suit for
that purpose in the United States District Court for the

Letters to the editor
All letters are weicoms. TPN reserves the right to edit and condense let-
1ert, 10 print them a5 bylined articles, o 1o reject them, For the sake of ¢/h-
cieney, readers are urged to writa 10 P.O. Box 20130, Shaker licights, OH
44120, TPN will forward letters 1o the proper authoritics for replies. Un-
signed replies are by Steve Esnati.
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districe in which you reside or have your principal place of
business, the district in which the records are located, or in
the District of Columbia.

Sincerely,

(signed} Margaret O’Cannell

Margaret O'Connell

Atorney

Ethics and Informadon Law

The follawing is the complete text of a lester offering the
plate-activity reports for a fee:
August 9, 1993

This is in response to your Freedom of Information re-
quest for the Postal Scrvice to provide Plare Number Re-
pOrTs.

After a careful review and assessment of the Plate Num-
ber Report Service, we have determined that this informa-
tion and service can no longer be provided by the Postal
Service. This decision is based on the following:

+ incremental costs assessed by conrractors and incurred
by the Postal Service to edit and provide chis informa-
tion consistently for public release.

» concemns and issues associated with having muldple
contractors providing information on  unreleased
stamps, and the need to review and integrate reports
from multiple contracrors.

« administrative time and manhours required ro manage
the development, compilation, review and distribution
of this information on a fixed frequency.

« number of customers requesting this information does
not justify expenses incurred by Postal Service.

One remaining option that could be considered is the
possibility of making this service available for a fee. Specifi-
cally, we would assess a fee based on the labor and hours
required to provide this information. Please lec me know
of this is of interest to you. I regret that I cannot provide
you a more favorable response.

Sincerely,

(signed) James C. Tolbert, Jr.

James C. Tolbert, Jr.

Manager

Stamp Management



BEPs 23¢ USA
is found tagged; did

we inform Linn’s?

LETTERS:

A discussion with George Leduc:

I have found something new again,
dumpster diver chat I am.

Enclosed is a used example of the
BEP printing of the 23¢ USA. It is
definitely tagged. This is something
new, but not unexpected, sccing how USPS is running
things larely.

The phosphoring appears light, but it is definitely there.
It only shows through where the paper is untouched by the
dark color of the printing.

TPN comment: Mr. Leduc enclosed part of one cover.
The stamp appears to be in the category of “low phosphor”
papets BEP lists for the Andreowd Press. Sec TPN, July
1993, Page 92

Follow-up letter: Have you mentioned this find to some-
one at Linni?

TPN comment. Does Macy’s tehi Gimbel's? But the ediror
of Linn’s receives a complimentary copy of each issue of
TPN.

Mr. Ledwe agaim: The reason | mendon this is that I
would rather see this information go our w the collecting
public than mostly to dealers. It's nice when dealers are
able to locawe a new stamp that may be of interest o us
PNC collectors, but the field should always be widened to
cveryone. That way, all of us have a chance 1o look for a
new item and make a discovery. No two ways about i,
dealers have an edge over us collectors. What happens with
this stamp will dictate what I do in che future.

TPN comment: That still does not mean that 7PN should
inform Linn’s even before the informadon is disseminated
to our readers. Why should they pay $16 a vear o read
only the stuff that is not exciting enough for Linn? Linns
fired Steve Esrati as its PNC columnist although this is pre-
cisely the sort of stuff he wrote abour in Linns,

Next itenz Remember Alan Thomson’s find of a red line
thar horizontally crossed the shield of the 10¢ Eagle and
Shield with the number A43326 [TPN, Scpember 1992,
Page 112]2 [ have found the same thing on A888B. I have
three examples at varying heighes.

Itern 3: You said the 5.9¢ Bicycle precancel with the gap
at 1L had not been reported to TPN. | thought I mailed
out something wo almost everyone.

Anyway, | received one copy of Plae 3 with that gap
from Stamps 'n’ Seuff in error. [ had ordered a normal copy
and was surpriscd that there was no place in my album for
it. Someone then called Jerry Koepp and arranged a trade
for the last remaining 1L serip, which I believe was also
from Plate 3. A little later, Scotr Smith came back from
Antarctica and scoured the Denver area, where he found
examples from Plates 3 and 4. I do not know how many he
found.

George P Leduc
East Woodstock, Conn.
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Pedro’s World of PNCs
by Pedro Crtegon. M.D.

“..but Mr. Gutenberg, you promised us the Bible in 1452!"

“Mr. Nazar, dor't be impatient! It’s only 1453 and, after all,
we're not just copying the old Bible. This is @ whole new tech-
nology!”

Perforation data, please

(By phone) How can you tell a stamp perforated on the
L-perforator from onc that was perforated on the electric-
eye perforator?

Pedre Ortegon, M.D.
Bedford, Ind.

In reply (by Ken Lawrence): First of all, they have a differ-
ent gauge. On the L-perforator it is 10.9 in both direc-
rions; on the E-E perforator, it is 11 on the short side and
10Y; on the long.

Also, L-perfs go through the selvage on all four sides; E-E
perfs on one long side go not quite to the edge.

Freedom of Information
[ remain in “left ficld” regarding the reason for such poor
public relations on the part of usPs. It would seem that
good rclations with the philatelic community would be in
their best interests.
E. V. Chadwick
Shavertiown, Pa.

Easier ro pur a man on the moon

In your last issue, you mentioned the Freedom of Infor-
madon Act and how you have been thwared by uses in
gaining information on most new issues. You're righo
they're wrong. Period.

This information should be available to all of us stamp
collectors in a timely fashion, much before the official issue
dace.

Also, I agree with you that all informarion is available in
the usps beforehand and could be passed on 1o those of us
who would like the information.

Is usps telling us that the United States can put a man on
the moon in this Age of Information but cannot coordi-
nate the flow of information that reaches its various desks
from the printers that have all the deuils of printing into a



136

The Plate Number, November 1993

simple form that can be distributed to all collecrors?

This would be of much help tw all of us, including the
makers of FOCs.

uUsPs did this in the past. There’s no reason why they can’
do it again.

If you would print the names and addresses of the people
that we would have to write to for our requests for infor-
mation we might get somewhere. A deluge of requests may
just help cause the effect we are all locking for.

George Leduc

In reply It isnt quite time for a letcer-writing cam-
paign—yet. At STaMpeHOW, Jaffer Azeczaly, manager of the
Corporate Relations Department, announced the immi-
nent appointment of a stamps czar who would have all
stamp divisions under his command. This was a Postal Ser-
vice response tw collector complaints about the foul-ups
that resulted after the old Stamps Division was placed un-
der three hats. We'll be patient and wait for the act ro
come together again.

That prephosphored Harvard

[ enclose three plate blocks of the 56¢ Harvard with over-
ail and block cagging on Type I paper. The lefc side of each
block shows only block tagging, but the right side, in vary-
ing distances from the right edge, is also overall-tagged.

I found these in the late 1980s. The block tagging was
somewhat faint. It appeared as though addidonal tagganc
had been applied to meet brightness specifications, but as
overall tagging,

The majority of the panes appeared overall-tagged or
both, Unfortunately, the platc blocks showed only partial
phenomena. | purchased only a few copies and did keep
some blocks of nine (3x3)} thar better showed che transi-
tian. | sold them to Harry Mueggenburg several years ago.
It seemed only a curiosity. Is it possible that these are now
being mistaken as being on prephosphored paper?

Scott L. Hoppis
Scotrsdale, Ariz.

In reply. Scott Adams, who found two partial panes of 80
stamps each, brought some of these to STaMpsHOW 93
in Houston, where they were quickly dismissed as not be-
ing on the prephosphored paper that Adams believed them
ta be on. Wayne Youngblood said they were clearly overall-
tagged over the block tagging. That means the paper is
really Type I paper, as in Hoppis' examples, alchough re-
cent editions of the Summary of Data on the Great Ameri-
cans said they were prephosphored on paper resembling
Type 1lIn. The Summary is being Axed.

White House plate-number variery
After reading the September TPN, I checked my Plate 1s

of the 29¢ White House stamps and found some of the
same varicties reported by Wayne Meyers. They were
found in New Philadelphia, Ohio, and at Tuscopex, both
mint and on show covers daved April 26, 1992,

Dean Hawk

Massillon, Ohio

Cibulskas confirms constancy

A.S. Cibulskas wrate, “In my opinion all chree items are,

indeed, constanc plate varieries. As a macter of fact, [ found
two of them in my own strips. Since my strips were ob-
rained early on, [ do not believe the cause to be rechrom-
ing, but rather differences in the original engraving.”

With Plate 1 becoming increasingly hard to find, [ wouid
appreciate any assistance from readers who may still have
them in their area.

Wayne Meyers
5303 E. Cordand Blvd. N-11
Flagstaff, Ariz. 86004-9585

Inaccurate representations
In additien to the three basic varicties reported in che last

issue of TPN (in my opinion, the computer graphics were
not accurately representativc), multiple permutadons have
been found and reported by Howard Foster (see nexr let-
ter), Doug [ams, and others.

A.S. Cibulskas

Stamford, Conn.

Varieties on Plate 1 better than self-promorion

The short story in the September issue on the 29¢ White
House varieties prompted me to examine the 110 exam-
ples accumulated so far.

Of interest perhaps is thar I did not find any of the exam-
ples illuscraced.

The chart (Page 137) docs show, however, the range of
varieties chat [ did discover, With the cxception of the stan-
dard version, marked with a star, of which [ found 35 ex-
amples, all others had more thac two examples. The greac-
est number was found of the variety with the single vertical
line, of which I found six copics.

This is the kind of collecting and studying that [ enjoy,
in contrast to the wide range of nic-picking, spurious ar-
guing, and obvious self-promotion that is so apparent in
most of what I read in this publicadon and others. To be
frank, 1 have been tempted to drop my memberships on
mare than one occaston.

With the above off my chest, | hope you enjoy the en-
closed. If it has no application, I will not be disappoinzed.
At best it will be a coneribution; at worst, [ know a whole
lot mare about the nature of that particular stamp than I
ever would have discovered otherwise.

Howard R. Foster
Spokane, Wash.

Litterbug found on Lunch Wagon

On the shiny-gum, motiled tagging variery of the 23¢
Lunch Wagon, | have noticed what I believe could be a
plate variety. I have four strips that show a blob to the left
of the lunch wagon on the numbered stamp.

It looks as if someone threw trash from the wagon, hence
I am calling it the “Licterbug Lunch Wagon.”

On the other hand, it could be that something stuck to
the plarc and stayed there for at ieast four revoludons.

That would make it an oddity, but not a
plate varicty. Right?
Frank Covey
Macomb, Il
In reply. The same constant varicty (not
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6 examples

111

WHITE HOUSE VARIETIES—Howard Foster drew these
varieties of the plate number on Plate 1.

Foster's angles were measured with a protractor and his
wavy lines were interpreted through a micrascape.

an anomaly) was termed the “dropped sandwich” by A.S.
Cibulskas.

Cibulskas also reported a constant variety on Plate 2 of
the Lunch Wagon, a dot below the “9" in the date, found
by Scotr Adams.

Misshapen tagging breaks

Enclosed are two long strips, one of the 4¢ Stagecoach
from the B Press with overall-tagging; the other an overali-
tagged 15¢ Tugboat. Both have tagging breaks.

The Stagecoach has three breaks, twa of which are the
same as the onc reported by Dr. John Greenwood on Page
126 in Scprember. The other break is different, as you can

see in the illustranon:

EVERY OTHER ONE—Thase breaks aiternate at a 26-
stamp interval on the 4¢ overall-lagged B Press Stage-
coach. On the overail-tagged 15¢ Tugboat, the hooked
break aiternates with a normal tagging break.

L N

Foster did not find the varieties found by Wayne Meyers
and reported in the September issue.

TPN's varieties editar, A.S. Cibulskas, was critical of our
September renderings as “inaccurate.”

The Tugboat has the break with the hoak, but the alter-
nate break is plain.
As [ don't draw very well, | igured sending the stamps is
better.
Richard C. Schulman
Commack, N.Y.
TPN note: Like most illustrations in 77V, these are from
the computer’s limited skills. Whar you see are schemanc
renditdons, not photographs.

Correction on ordering numbers

A correction o your article in the September TPN re-
garding reissued stamps.

There are scparate order numbers for the two 40¢ Piper
stamps. The original 1991 issue is 5571; the 1993 reissue
is 55571. Both should be available,

And this just in: The 23¢ Lunch Wagon with shiny gum
is order number 67913; the dull gum with moctded ragging
is 57913,

Richard L. Beecher
Los Angeles

Help wanted on gum breakers

You may recall my interest in the study of gum breakers
on BEP definitives and a comment | made in this journal
(Page 44, March 1993) about breakers on the Grear Amer-
icans Series.

As my study winds down, I find myself at the Great
Americans Series wondering exactly when the breaker story



138

The Plate Number, November 1893

ends. [ am now pursuing the answer to that question.
Are there individuals working on the gum-breaker ques-
tions who might be interested in collaborating?
Louis Fiset
7554 Brookiyn Ave. NE
Searcle, Wash. 98115-4302

Update on the White House color variety

[ would like to clear up some inaccuracies regarding Ron
Kronheims lecter to the editor on Page 112 of the Sepem-
ber TPN, “That indigo White House scamp.”

All of the stamps on the indige coil were not slic length-
wise as indicated in the letter. Information from Kron-
heim, who found these varietics, is thar there were three
slits made by the pressmen on the roll of 100, cach meas-
uring 73 millimeters in length.

Theree slit strips exist: one unnumbered strip of seven and
two plate-number strips of cight. The remainder of the coil
roll, 77 stamps, is unaffected by the destrucrion process.

On the two PNCs, the slits affect the first five stamps in
the swrip of eight from left to right, bur the numbered
stamp is unaffecred.

Kronheim says, "none of the indigo stamps are for sale
until a determination is made by BEP as to their cause.” No
other finds have been reported.

In reply. At least one reader has suggested that 7PN add-
ed the following paragraph to Kronheim’s September let-
ter:

My presene price for the indigo is $200 a pair or $1,800
for a plate-number [Plate 6] strip.

When 7PN inserss something in a letter, it is marked by
square brackets, In fact, we did insere “[Place 6]" after the
words “plate-number.” But the letter from Kronheim, as
we ran it, was his leteer.

Apparently Kronheim decided to awair a BEP detcrmina-
ton after he wrote the lereer o 7PN
Navy blue everywhere?

PNC? member Hichard Rush Jr. of Hagerstown, Md., re-
ports the discovery of the navy blue variery. Richard would
not reveal the locarion or quantity or date of his discovery.

However, he did say the find yielded three plate strips of
five and one plate-number single from the end of the roll.

Jerry Clark, who was credited in the Sepember issue for
reporting the new 29¢ Flower booklet, actually reported a
$5.80 Pledge of Allegiance bookiet.

Sometimes we forget. Although the headline of one of
our Great Americans charts says “known in only one ver-
sion,” we've been adding varietics to ic on the sly. They've
been moved to the other chart, thanks w0 Dr. Pedro Orte-
gon.

An example of Richard’s stamps was sent w Kronheim,
the original finder of the navy blue variery, wha told me
that the stamps are “cxactly the same color and plate num-
ber” as the original find.

Richard joined Kronheim in saying that “the stamps arc
not for sale at the present dme.”

Richard also informed me that he was assisted by uses
personnel in examining cvery coil in the post office, in-
cluding the entre quandty in the vault. BRAVO! to this
post office. Assistance like this should be the rule rather
than the exception.

Navy blue stamps are surfacing in other parts of the
country, as weil.

I spoke to Michael Schreiber of Linns, who reports a
“dark purple” White House received on cover from
Charleston, W. Va., dat=d Sept. 13, 1993. Wayne Young-
blood, who has not seen either White House color variety,
reports a cover with a very dark blue stamp from Michi-
gan, dated in early September from what he thinks was the
Saginaw area. He was unable to locate the cover at the time
I spoke to him to give me the exact date and locaton.

Will there be a large discovery of the navy blue stamps,
reminiscent of the Toledo brown Mt Rushmores? Will
other plate numbers be involved? Only ime and patcnce
will tell. The White House coils should be around for at
least another year, maybe two. Many things await discov-
ery!

Readers are encouraged to report addidonal information
to 7PN or to contact me directly. 1 have copies of the navy
blue varicty and the indigo shade from the original find
and would be happy to compare these to any new finds.

Wayne Meyers
5303 E. Cortland Blvd. N-11
Flagseaff, Ariz. 86004-9585

New double tag break found

[ have just put a wo-line tag break from the UR pane of
Plate | of the 5¢ Buck in my tag-break aibum.
Ken Moreau
Franklin, Mass.
Fn reply. We're not so sure any more that they are ragging
breaks. See Page 128 in the September issuc.

(over of the bimonth is a bill

By Richard L. Beecher

Here (on opposite page) are one 1¢ Mitchell, four 10¢ Red
Clouds and three $1 Hopkins stamps used 1o pay a poslage-due
bill awed by a Pennsyivania paper-products company.

The form used is Postal Service form 3582-A and all the
stamips are tied with a Jan, 6, 1992, Mehoopany, Pennsylvania,
hand cancel.

The text reads:

Postage dus articies amounting 1o sz dollars and :
cents are delivered upan payment of this amount. Equivalanl post-
age is attached 10 this and the necessary follow sheets that form a
part of this bill. I you have deposiled a sum in advance for post-
2ge due mail. the amount of this bil! is being deducted from yous
account. Please see that the vaiue of the attached poslage corre-
sponds with ths amount stated.
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Signature of Postmaster

B YR streson
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c._., s cﬂ

s . -
dollars and = 2% nts ate deliversd upon payment of ths amount. Equivalent postage
of 1h# bill. If you have deposited 4 sum in advanc for postage due wail, she amount

i

FS Form 36B2-A, December 1986

2«08 GPO: 19m—L210-a28

mailers and by publications (such as TPN) that guarantee
forwarding charges and pay 35¢ for each change-of-
address notice. Story about this inveice is on page 138.

has a postage-due account a2t the post office. Such ac-
counts are used far “postage will be paid by addressee”

COVER OF THE BIMONTH—This is how one pays if one
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Dealers drop discount offers

Several dealers have reduced prices on their price lists, but also
ended their discounts.

The tesult, except where prices have been adjusted wp or
down, is that net prices remain the same.

The effect on the TPN Average, however, has been to bring it
down. It has also made month-to-month comparison of the com-
ponents of the average meaningless, because the average uses
published prices without adjustment for discounts.

In July, the average wok a tumble when Dr. Robert Rabino-
witz dropped his retail prices by as much as 40%. Al the same
time, he ended his 25% discounts for purchases of more than
$60 worth of starmps.

Al Haake, who removed most of the more expensive stamps in
his July price list, has now joined Dr. Rabinowitz in the price-
cutting business, saying he has to remain competitive. But
Haake's Fall list still carries the notation: “I will continue to
match any other dealer’s prices.”

Stamps 'n’ Stuff and Steve Esrat did likewise, with Jerry
Koepp of Stamps 'n’ Stuff ending his 20%. Esrati ended a vari-
able discount that went as high as 25% for purchases of $100 or
more. (Esrati continues to offer a 5% discount 1o members of
PNC? and an additional 5% to the PNC Study Group.)

‘What all this means is that the TPN Average, which tacks ad-
vertised prices and ignores discounts and “I'll-match any price”
offers, is slowly turning inio a more accurate reflection of real
prices.

Said Gerald H. Clark, “Nobody ever really paid Haake's list
prices because of the discounts and the affer to match other deal-
ers’ prices.”

TPN Avsiage
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In other news about prices:

Bob Reece’s price list released in August showed some heaithy
climbs in used PNC singles.

Conspicuous on his list were Plate 14 of the 22¢ Flag at $22
(up from $20); Plate 1 of the phosphored 23¢ Yosemite at $40
(up from $5), and E&S A32333 at 5160 (not offered in last list re-
ceived by TPN.

E&S A12213 rose from 34 to $19.

Many ordinary Transporiation stamps went up, 100, with the
precanceted Plates 5 and 6 of the 4¢ Stagecoach going to $7.25.

Plates 3 and 4 of the 10.5¢ Hansom Cab went to $65 from $70.

LR .1 )

In comparing William §. Langs’ price list of May 1992 against
his May 1993 list, there were no increases in the prices of imper-
forate PNCe, but there were a couple of drops, proving that every-
thing does not climb all the time.

An imperforate “F~ coil with the plate numbers 2222 fell from
$1.400 10 $550. 0]

BEP Press is ‘dead’; reprints are on their way

Continued from Page 133

The Disabled American Veterans, America's largest user of
coil stamps, needs tagged 2¢ stamps for the self-addressed return
envelopes it sends out.

Normally, all stamps under a face value of ¢ cents remain un-
tapged,

The Steam Carriage has not yet been reporied by collectors or
dcalers. Nor has the Canal Boat from Plate 2, which wili prob-
ably be on prephosphored, shiny-gum paper.

But in addition o the announcements from the Corporate Rela-
tons Deparument, TPN is now obtaining an inside-the-Postal
Service monthly bulletin put out by the Stamp Acquisition
Branch.

Information from Stomp Acquisition was found by Gerald H.
Clark. [n addition to the stamps announced by Corporate Rela-
tions, {nformation says the private contraclors have been asked
10 reprint the 19¢ Fishing Boat (ABN) and deliveries were (o be-
gin in mid-September.

In what may be an error, Iaformation says KCS is conlinuing
to ship 29¢ Jefferson Great Americans. Trouble is that the origi-
nal siamps were printed by Stamp Venturers.

Stamp Venturers has been notified to reprint the 5¢ Canoe in
coils of 10,000. That wouid be the gravured, red Cance on which
the last baich carried the plate number “511.”

Also announced by USPS are a Plate 3 of the 23¢ Mary Cassau
of the Greal Americans Series, which is expected to have shiny
gum; and Plate 4 of the 20¢ Truman, announced as having shiny
gum and on prephosphared paper.

The Truman, like the 50¢ Nimitz, thus has gone the full gamat
of Great Americans configurations. It was printed on the A Press

with floating Plate 1 numbers and L-perforations and small
block tagging; with fixed Plate 2 numbers in the four corners and
bull's-cye perforations and large block tagging; and again on
Plate 3 with overall 1agging.

Guarding against the Xerox-made stamp

In addition BEP said it was reprinting the $1 Official stamp.
The original stamp was printed in January 1983 on the intaglio
currency press ¢no longer avatlable for stamp printing) in three
colors, with a block of phosphor applied after printing and in-
scribed "USA $1.00." The reprint is done by offset only in three
cojors on prephosphored paper and has only “$1" inscribed.

Plate-biock numbers are no longer printed in the selvage. As
an added security feature, a line of microprinting with “USA
1693" repeated will appear below the Great Seal.

Microprinting has also been found on the four stamps issued
for the new National Postal Museum. What looks like & red line
between the “USA” and the “29™ is really text reading "1993
WASHINGTON DC 1993." You can see it with even modest
magnification.

But the microprinting is why we bother to mention the $1
Official sheet stamp. In view of the rapid proliferation of color
photocopiers, the Postal Service is becaming more security con-
scious. Great Britain has already introduced heroic measures to
prevent use of photocopied stamps, and the microprinting would
defeat the copiers because the tiny print would reproduce as a
blob.

So it is safe to say that we may not only see microprinting on

more stamps in the fulure, but can almost surely expect it on
high-value issues. L]
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Plate-activity reports barred to TPN

Continued from Page 133

Under the gag rule, collectors and journalists are barred from
oblaining the information directly from the printers.

Even before the gag order, the printers would not supply any
such information without first clearing it with the Postal Service.
I did, however, obtain several missing plate-acrivity reporis from
the Bareau of Engraving and Printing several years 2go after BEP
won permission from the Postal Service to make them available
o me.

Ken Lawrence described them as the “plate activity 1eports
only Esrati obtained.” [ did, however, make them available
Ken and to others in the PRC community who needed them.

What was it that made the reports so valuabie even if only one
philatelic publication, The United States Specialist, published by
the Bureau Issues Assaciation, printed them in their entirety?
(TPN excerpted only the sections dealing with PNCS.)

Take the case of the 20¢ Flag coil. It was only from the plate-
activity reports that collectors learned that a precancel existed. |
reported it in Linn's. Once this was known, supplies were found.
Despite that, no commercial cover with the precancei is known.

Or, on a more recent issue, American Bank Note Co. (ABN)
made available the numbers it had placed on the 10¢ undenomi-
nated Eagle and Shield stamps. Because collectors knew what to
look for, the rare E&S stamp with the number “A32333" and the
less rare number “A33334"” were found for collectors. Both were
first found by Dr. Robert Rabinowitz.

But the rarest of all E&s stamps, “A12113," of which there had
been anly 11,379 impressions, or a maximum of 216,201 PNCs, has
never been found, not even as a used single.

The teponts told us what presses were being used, how many
stamps were on a plate, when the stamps were printed, when the
plate was destroyed, and—most important of all—ihe incidence
of plate numbers.

In our PNCresearch, the reports alsa occasionally gave insights
about when a plaie was put back on press. This informnation,
even though very incomplete, did allow some judgments on
paper types and methods of tagging.

All that information will no longer be available. In working on
the new Plate Number Coil Catalog, the collaborators have no-
ticed a lack of information on ail racent stamps—a sad reflection
of the drying up of data at the source.

Somewhat puzziing is the fact that only four weeks before Ms.
O’Conneil closed the case, Tolbert had offered to have the alleg-
edly non-existent records made available at my cost. (His letter
is also included on the edilorial page.)

Tolbert's letter did inciude one phrase that may be a clue to the
reason for the USPS clamp-down on information. He cited the
fact that contractors had provided “information on unreleased
stamps.” This, of course, was a reference lo our printing the
plate-activily reports for “G" stamps (7PN, January 19593).

The way that happened, however, was as follows: ABN had sent
a letter to Joe Peng of the Postal Service lelling him how many
stamps with each plate number had been printed. So we learned
the exact nember of E&S stamps printed with the numbers
“A32333.” Included in that letter was the information on the “G"
stamps.

But for TPN to oblain that letter, ABN specifically asked the
Postal Service’s permission to make the letter public. Permission
was granted. So it was the Postal Service that had approved re-
lease of “G” stamp information.

{Amusingly, even though no one in Jaffer's department has

ever heard of a “G" stamp, used “G" stamps have been found
twice by collectors and were pictured in Linn’s.]

At STaMpsHOW1991 in Philadelphia, Assistant Postmaster Gen-
eral Gordon Morison spent many hours with PNC collectors to
improve the forms used to report plate activity to the Postal Ser-
vice. It was the form he designed that was being used up Io the
cutoff by the private printers. BEP retained its computer-printout
forms.

The forms used by the private printers are much better than
those used by BEP because they spell out paper type, tagging,
and other information not shawn on BEP's forms.

The usPs denial may hinge on a narrow construction of what
we sought. We did not ask for the bound reports made up by the
Postal Service, but for the raw reports that are supplied by the
printers. When the Postal Service's lawyers said that these re-
ports no longer exist, they may have been referring to the com-
piled, stapied compilations.

But there is still hope. After the writers’ summit with Jaffer, if
nothing can be nudged out of the Postal Service, we can always
use the Freedom of Information Act an the BEP, which is, after
all, a federal agency. Or, failing that, we may be able to get the
gag order eased to permit the printers—with the oversight and
control of the Postal Service—to provide the data,

All attemnpts to obtain a copy of the memo containing the gag
order have failed, so far.

Jaffer told TPN that although he knows it exists, he cannot find
a copy.

BUYING ERRORS

Imperforafes
Missing Colors
Offsets Color Shifts
Miscuts, etc.

Older issues * Recent Issues
New Finds

(215) 728-7836
MONTCLAIR STAMP CO.

P.O. Box 38, Cheltenham, PA 19012
}E‘ Flower
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Unisys unveils

The foliowing is a description of the
Faramax Postage and Mailing Center. &
was obiained from Faramax, a Unisys
company, by Joann Lenz, who was toid
the unit would go inte operation in six lo-
cations in the area of Washington, D.C.,
by November.. Stamps for use in ihe Para-
max PMC were printed in 1992 by Amer:-
can Bank Note Co. and bear the plate
number Al. The stamps resemble the ECA
GARD stamps except that the plate aum-
bers are al the bottom of the stamps.

Services not available on the ECA GARD
machine are in italics.

The Paramax™ Postage and Mailing
Center {PMC) is a 24-hour, self-service
mailing center that provides fuil time ser-
vice capability without requiring the in-
volvement of a retail clerk, 11 is designed
to increase the number of potential cus-
lomer-service localions, maximize the
speed of retail servicing, and expand the
hours during which posial customers can
obtain rate information and postage
stamps.

The PMC weighs individual mailpicces
and automatically computes and displays
postage rales and fees based on destina-
tion postal code and class of service. The
unit accepls payments in cash (bills,

The Plate Number, November 1993

its Postal Mailing Center

coins, or a combination) or wa credit
debit card.. The PMC also prints and dis-
penses exacl-value stamps, or multiple
stamps of the same denomination, for any
weighed item or for other customer-
designated values up 1w $99.99. Stamp
vajues are printed and dispensed on de-
mand using rolls of non-denominated
postage-stamp stock.

For each completed fransacton, the PMC
computes and dispenses the customer’s
change and provides a printed receipt. An
optional (abel printer provides the ability
to print self-adhesive service labels, bar
code representations of destination postal
codes, or mailpiece identification num-
bers for tracking and tracing purposes.

The modular nawre of the unit ensures
easy incorporation of options or enhance-
ments, such as the optienal letter and par-
cel drop box. In addition, isolation of re-
lated components to a particular module
resolts in secure, easy access to critical
system components during servicing.

Security of the unit is ensured through
the use of multilayer, compartmented
sieel construction, electric dead bolts,
anti-theft sensors, and multilevel pass-
word protection.

Installation flexibility is guaranteed by

an innovative and attractive design that
provides for use in a free-standing mode,
against the wall, or in a through-the-wail
environment. In all cases, Lhe design is
optimized for use by handicapped persons
who are restricted to wheelchairs.

A remole-access feature allows off-sile
diagnostics and uploading of financial
data. []

2 low-profit ECA-GARD
PMCs are shut down

ECA-GARD Postal Mailing Centers dis-
pensing the BEP version of the Universal
Vending Machine Coil ended their one-
year lest successfully, according to Robin
Minard of the Postal Service.

Two of the machines—one in Qklaho-
ma and one in Florida—were tken down
because of low revenues,

Minard did not know whether they
would be set up elsewhere.

A third ECA-GARD PMC was taken out of
service when the Martin Luther King Jr.
station in Washington was closed.

At press time, all Washington-area ECA-
GARDs were out of order. Non-repair may
be in expectation of the Paramaxes.

Tagging breaks on Cotirell Press PNCs (updated through Oet. 1, 1993)

NN TS S XS IS ST I S W I®
122 Sk :BSb Ji8CmSbiBON Ji i Symooa, aboreviaiors
126 BStb {BSb J}BCI SbiBCOW Ji E - Bat (vetucal)
12-8 B Sib 8CIbc Ji BOc J} C = Clip (T-shepead)
12-10 B 5tb BCIbe Ji BCbe J S - Screw haad
TSN i BSk I ESH JiSw Clizs and scrow heads #so
15M-2 BSb i BSI J S | Showbarbieaks
T5M-3 BSh BSibJ i8Cb JiBCw BCib J Clip and 3crew jocations:
T5M-4 BSsb BSibJ §8BCIL JiBCH By J |=lop, b=boflom; c=completa
o 1aslaner
15.2-3 BSI J = a junction of four mars
15.2-5 BSI has been lourd al this loca-
wamne s lion. Thia ia 5600 23 a horion-
TI7EA-1 BCib 3§ BCOW J 3 break PLUS a wertical
T17EA-2 BCib Ji&Cle J ; break,
T17EA-3 | BCL J BCIbe J} BCbe J i Sh
TITEA-4 § BCo J BCibc J§ BCbc J ; St
MOTE: Plates 1 and 2 of the 5.2¢ Sleigh have been tound wilh a horizontal joint line, meaming a verlﬁ. tagging break existy. Amyonn with a hull roll would 68 able & condiam localion of verlical bredks.

Notes to above chart

T17EA-4-3R found used as & PSA.
T17EA-3-3R, found mint.

AlL positi iven, |
noL by perforation. 1L is the stamp
with the plate number,

This chast developed and updated
by Eugene R. Emst. Piease repon
new finds o him at 15522 Windy
Cove, Houston, TX 77095. Please in-
clude s diagram showing how you
count posilion.

i 3L M, 6L, S, AL, H
Overa!l tagging Ll i Untagged stripe
{only on rolis where the tagging break is
contant and doex nat ‘waik'} = IR across top or hottom
T4SR-1-0t (W) 2L, 9 THOC2-ot LR e T45-1-0t Top
TASC-1-0¢ {on sampe)(W} T3-1 (W) o lacue TSCW-1-ot Top. bottom
9L, 3L, L, &L, IL, # Circus \\_"lgon is confirmed with enly TI0CB-1-otdull  Top
I, R, TR one bmak in 51 stamps, samps not T15-2-at Top, bonom
TiSC-l-ot (oo porfs) 120, lIL, lOL, SL, marked have two. T$1-1 Top. botior
8L, 70, 6L, 5L, 3L “W™ indicales that » “walking” tagging Ernst welcomes Bew reports.
ﬁk%;&;& break s also been repored. This means
10R, 1R, IR a break can be found on il positions.
TSCW-1-at# £13L, I0L, #8 “C" indicaws & consiant position where
SLIL, WA, ML, a“walking break” also exifs.
- :t:&s& R, 128 A question mark. indicates that the re-
10CB-1-o0 Yo
Ti5 2 (W) L, 1L, 1oL, o, Ponied position hat not been confiomed
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Data bank of official information

We are printing the following non-PNC
material because we can learn abowt new
terminology on papers, gums, and prini-
ers from it.

The following news release was faxed
Aug. 13, bul omitied two stamps of inter-
est to readers of TPN, the two versions of
the 23¢ Lunch Wagon and the shiny-gum
$1 Hopkins.

MEDIA ADVISORY
Stamp varieties announced
WASHINGTON (Aug. 13, 1993)—Ncw varictics
of previously issuad stamp dexigns are Listed below.
There will be no fimt-day or fimst-duy
cancellations.

40¢ Airmail Stamp—Piper

The plate numbers on the first run were Al111,
Plate sumbent on the reprint are 51111, Initial print-
ing was dons by Sennen Enterpriscs as 2 suboontrac-
o7 w American Bank Note Co. The repnim was
done by Stamp Venturess. the reprint
paper containe the same Face stock ax used on the
first rum, it was convened with PVA sdhative. Paper
on the first print run was converted with Koal Jet ad-
hesive,

TPN Translation: Kool Jet adhesive ap-
pears (o be & rade name for a high-gloss
gunl.

We do not know what “PVA” sitands
for, but when the 23¢ Lunch Wagon came
out, we recognized its matte gum as
something new and termed it Type [V
paper. [t is a maue, shiny gum, which we
shall henceforth call “satin finish.”

Additionally, perforating, on the first print run of
the Pipet stamp was performed by ABN on an L-
pﬂfﬂ!‘llﬂ' (randam pufonnml) On the reprint,

g was per by Stamp Venitorers us-
lng & pcrfen-wm (ouil's-eye) perforation gystom.

Onher vanations from the original printing in-
clude: delotion of eagie with Olympic rings: deletion
of marginai inscriptions; 90-dcgroe tum of copy-
right, ZIP Code, and piate numbers; redesign of col-
or bams, and placement of image .017 higher thun
orginal mask.

20¢ Airmail Stamp—Quimby

Plato numbeas on the reprint are $1111. The anigi-
nal priming was done by Stanp Vonturos with
Koal Jat adhesive on an L-perforaior. (The] reprint
by Stamp Venturers used a bull's-eye perforation
pattem and PYA gum.

TPN uansiation: Over and above the
fact that the new printer was KCS Indus-
tries, not Stamp Venturers, the news re-
lease does not mention that the new plale
numbers start with a “K” instead of an
(ls-l’

Othor varistions Fom the original printng in-
clude: delction of eagle with Olympic rings; $0-
degren mm of copyright, plate mumbers, and ZIP
Code information, and redesign of color bars.

29¢ Tulip, booklet of 20
The plais gumbers used on the initial print nm
were K1111 and K2222. On the weprint, plate num-
bert are K3333. Paper on the initial printing veed
Koal Jet sdhesive, the reprint uacs s FVA adhosive.
TPN Translation: Contrary o what has

been happening with mary other issues,

this is a change from shiny gum to safin-
finish gum.

$1 Officlal Mail Stamp
The original was prined in January 1933 on the
BEP intaglio currency preza (no longer available for
stamp printing), three colors, with 2 block of phos-
phu' spplicd after prindng and inscribed "USA
51.00." The reprint is done by BEP offsct only, three
coiors on prephasphored paper and have only *§1"
inacaibed. Plate-black numbers 2 no longer printod
in the selvage. As an added security feature, a ling of
microprinting with “USA 1993" repeated will ap-
pear bolow the Great Seal.

TPN Translation: And here we have the
nub of what has been happening to so
many Great Americans and PNCs, switch-
ing from one press to another, In this
case, the [-8 currency press is no longer in
service and the offset printing must be
done on either the Optiforma offset press
or the offset portion of the D Press.

[Lacking plate-activity information, we
cannot tefll which.]

The following news release, last amend-
ed on Sept. 29, was received by TPV on
Oct. 4.

MEDIA ADVISORY
Stamp varieties announced
WASHINGTON (Sept. 23, 1993)—The Postal
Secrvico has announced several reprint variatons by
the Buteau of Engraving and Printing. There will be
no firm-day ceremonies or first-day canceliations.

23¢ Lunch Wagon, Coil @ 100
(hem 67913)

Previous printing was donc on prephosphored dry-
gum paper. The new printing is on prephosphored
regin-dextrin-adhesive paper.

TPN wanslation: Well, USPS ot half of
it right. As we ail know, the Lunch Wag-
on reprints were issued with shiny and
dull gum on Plate 3. The original stamps
had satin-finish gum. The dull-gum re-
prints are terribly centered, both horizon-
tally and verticaily.

Richard Beecher has informed TPN that
the shiny gum is order number 67913; the
dull gom is 57913.

“Resin-dextrin,” like “Kool Jet” means
shiny gum. Apparently, the Corporate Re-
lations people are now avoiding lrade
names.

$1.00 Seaplane, Coll @ 500
hem 7703

Previous printing on nonphosphored, dry-gum ad-
hesive paper with phogphor overcoating [has been

changed] to prephosphored, resin-dexirin adhesive
paper; new plate number: 3.

TPN Translation: A shiny-gum, Plate 3
Seaplane has been found by Jerry Koepp.
The itern number is the same as the one in
the July-September Stamps etc., so do not
expect (o receive Plale 3 with this item
number. The plats-number interval is 48 be-
canse this is & samp moved from the B Press.

1¢ Omaibus, Coil @ 3,000
Iiem N705
No paper changes have been made, however plaie
number fus changed; new number is 3.

TPN Transiation: At press time, this
stamp, moved from the B Press, had not
been found. Since BEP refers to papers by
its system of LP numbers, the statement
that the paper has not changed means the
stamp will appear untagped.

The item number is the same as the one
in the July-September Stamps elc., so do
not expect 10 receive Plate 3 with this
item number.

1{¢ Canal Boat, Coil @ 509 and 3,000
Iem 7739 and 7740
Paper changed from nonphosphored, dry-gum ad-
hesive with phosphar overcosting w prephosphored,
resin-deatrin adhesive. Plate number also changed;
new number: 2.

TPN Translation: When TPN received
this faxed information, USPS gave the sec-
ond ilem number as a five-digit number.
This is correct, bul 7740 is an old item
number. This stamp, also is a shift away
from the B Press.

4¢ Steam Carriage, Coil @ 3,000
ltern 7780

No changes.

TPN Translation: No new Steam Car-
riage has besn found by collectors or
dealers. This, like the 1¢ Omnibus, is a
change from the B Press. Plate number
not given. This is old item number,

23¢ Mary Cassatt sheet
Item T1043
No changes in paper; however new plate rumber
3.

TPN Translation: Just a new plate num-
ber with the same item number, but possi-
bly with shiny gum. This is old item nuzm-
ber.

2¢ Locomative, Coil @ 3,000
Item N730.

No paper changes; new plate number: 2.

TPN Translation: “No paper changes” is
a hint that the stamp will be tagged, just
as the previous version was. This, again,
is a shift from the B Press and an un-
changed itern numnber.

20¢ Truman Sheet
Item 1022

Paper changed from nonprephiosphored dry-gum
adhesive paper to ored, resin-dexirin ad-
hesive paper. The new piste numbes {is] 4.

TPN Translation: The mystery here is
why a shiny-gum Truman is needed at all.
The stamp was taken off sale en June 19,
1993, without prior announcement. The
slamp meets no current postal need. (J

NOTICE!
Many items listed here are nol yet on
sale at the Philatelic Fulfillment Ser-
vice Center,
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Most grlces cut!

No more quantity discounts, but lower

PNC? members may stlil deduct 5%. PNC Study Qroup

members may take an added 5%. You'll love my my no-quibble retumn policy, my VF quality. This
list (List 8) is good through Jan. 15, 1994. Prices are for VF. Deduct 10% for Fine; add 25% for XF.
If you prefer PS3, deduct 5% except where separate prices are noted.

¢ 0mnibus 1,2,5 8 . 50 PC 1.2 (2L, No Gap) e 2000 15.7¢ Popeom 1, 2. e, . 400
34 .. 100 PC3 (28, Ho Gap) .. . 7500 e Aun 1,23 4,5, e 200
£0 PCAQIA2L).... .. 4500 ... . 1200
50 FC 4 {Line Gap} ... . 0.00 . 500
0 FC 5, 6 (2L, No Gap}.m. 200 . 600
BPressi. vetesinnm B0 PC8 . 180.00 . 350
3¢ Handca 1 2 3. i J0 10 Canal Boal llb otk Iaq) 200 10.00
3¢ Conesioga Wagon | 1.00 1 overali tag (dutl gum) EVE. 350 . 350
2untagged.... 1.00 1 overall tag {dull gum) XF ..... 500 . 200
3.4¢ School Bus 1,2 . 125 1 ohos shimy qum F-VF ... 350 T
PC1, 2 (iR, NoGap) w 6.00 1 phes sniny qum XF . . 500 7.00
d¢ Sla;eo:m!l 2,34. 1.25 10¢ Tractor Trailer 1.. . 200 2300
5,8 coomecnanieneen . 225 {10¢) Eagle, Shielc.............. 5.00
PC3.40L.2). . 150 AT, AT112, A2|112 A211T3 15.25
PC3, 4 (Lina Gap) ... .75 A22112, AZ2113, A33333, A33335, 13.00
PCS.6(IL, 2L} .. . 150 Ad3324, AZI305, 3326, A43TIA, {iL, 13.00
PC S, 6 {Line Gap! 1n.7s A43335, A43426. AS3335, AS4444, PG 5C, ?C(NoGao) 2400
Same, BPresa1 ... 1.00 AS44445 ATTTTT, #38888. AB9999, FC 7A [No Gap} ... 10.00
Overall fagoed 1. 3.00 £99999, A1010109010 .. ... 3.00 17¢ Dogsled 2 .. 300
44 Stearn Garriage 1.00 511111, 11111, 22221 . 300 17.5¢ facer 1 300
100 AJ4424, A34426 . .. 500 PC1.. 300
1.00 AZN3.. .. 1800 18¢ Surm/l 76.00
1.80 A32333 No disccunt . .. 225.00 2, 5 6.8,17,18.. 3.00
165 | ABZM........ .. 8500 4. 63.75
200 10 1t Oil Wagon 1 250 T. 30.00

175 PC1, 2(NOGaol 2.50 9,10, 11,12, 15,18, .

(7 PC2{Ln Gaol 150 13,14 ........ .
750 RedPG2.3 ... 250 | 18¢Flag 00
750 10.9¢ Hansom Cab 1,2 2800 2P8H ... .00
175 PC1, 2 (Line Gap) . . 30 2P53 .00
100 PC1,2(1R).... .. 55 4. 00
1.00 3 4tL|neGan) (PSBuniyl‘,... 22500 5. .00
{1¢ Caboose 1 A I 0
150 PGl . 18¢ Wash 1112, B 00
150 Untagged PC 2. . 2 00
300 | MeSuiz1 2,34 . Z00 300

125 1Z2¢ Steamer 3, 2 ... L2200 PC 33333 {dull qum, tagged) 675
© g5 FC1.2{No Gap LineGan} . 250 8.00

. 240.00 B Prass PG 1 .. 2000 19¢ Fishmg Boal .
170,00 |2 S¢ Pushcart 1. . 255 A2 5.00
) L1200 PC BT . g?g A10%12 1111 44, 5555 'S556
T4 ight clive, lia . .2

PC3 5%‘{?“’ - a0 P 1 Darkolive, i3 . ....... 300 ASSS5 unlag .. rems 1000
PC 4‘ 5 {No Gap) 2000 PC2.. . 500 20¢ Fire Pumoer 1 PS/5 .. 200.00
5.3z Hevalor 1 ......... C 100 13¢ Patrol Wagon 1 . 228 PsA3 .. . 8000
5.5¢ Star Route Truck 1 Ja0 | 13:2¢Coal Cart,2. . 300 3 4.5,9.10.13. 15,16 .. 400
Bl 150 14¢ (ceboal 1, 175 14500
a0 34.. 750 . 800
1500 & e losboal 8 Press3 . 300 . 16.00
" sgo0 | 15¢ fugboat !, E(BIodc) 300 . 7500
PG 5,6 (Line Gap} . - 8500 Overatl tagged 2 . 300 . 2300

6¢ Triqcle 1.
FC1
PG 2.

150 | ANl stamps are quaramend genuine and {unless otherwise
30t | noted) in VF condition. All stamps may be returned {within
300 | 30 days) for a complete refund, no guestions asked. Some

,'ZE ! -.-2-,-,;;1;-1 - 330 | strips may be in limited supply. For XF, please add 25%.
7.4¢ Baby Buggy 2 9.00

so0 | TERMS: Cash with order, piease. Ohlo purchasers, please

75¢ Camela 1,2... 250 | add 7% CGuyahoga Gounty sales tax. Sorry, | do not accept
1. - 600 { credit cards.
83¢ Ambuance 1.50

PCL 2010 I.mel
PC 3, 4 (No Gap, PS8)

© 1060
PC3, 4 (1R o 85 STEPHE“ G Es HAT'
3 Press, 1., 335 -

— 5.50 P.0. Box 20130, Shaker Haights, Ohlo 44120
8.;¢ Wheelchair 1, 2. égg Telephone: {216) 561-9393
B5g Tow Tk 550 AT FAX: {216) 752-5002
C 250
11.00
93¢ Ma:l Wagnm 2 12.50

3. 4

20¢ Conaumer Ed. 1,2 PSS .. 12500

1,2,3,4P53
3,4P55 ... EI'J 0)
20¢ Flag 1 PS5 70.00
17573 ...... 4125
2,11, 12 800
312 i 500
4 PS/3 only 3350
6 PSS ... 12500
€ PS4 ..... . 6900
59,10, 13, 14 . 400
PS5k ... . 1200
& PS/3 . 300
PC 14 . 50.00
20( Official 1 PS/5 . S7.00
F5/53 .. , 1.00
20; Cable Car 1 H (block) 4,00
Ovenall la 2 e 500
20.5¢ Fire Engine 1 £l
21¢Rail Car 1.2 ..,

FART-AARER DI
ERLF e
PC 111111
PC111121 .

22¢Hag1,7,

512

3 {mottled, dul! o shiny}.
23¢ Presort A111, 212 ...

A222 fal middie 2
A222 hin middle 2. 500
Al12,122,333 ...... 6.00
3¢ USA A1, A222 4.00
S 400
A2232 AX33 475
24.1¢ Tancem 1..... 150
25»1 Bread Wagon 2 3 350
1.5.. 450
25¢ Yosemite
Block 1, 7. Fhos 15 . 6RO
Block 2,3,4.5,8.. . 380
Block 9, Phos 5. .00
(- 3 R . 4000
Phos.2-3,7-11, 13- kL]
Phos. 6 ... .. B0
(25¢) R 1211, 22 ... 4D
1222 .. - 2350
25: Honeybae I 2. . 400
1 Qrig full S . 20.00
(29¢} F Tulip
"W, 22,222 ... 350
1211 . .. 200
211 ..., . 500
¢ Fluwm S1111, 500
Slit .. 500
32222 ( Peﬁmaiedl 5.00
29¢ M. Aushmore Flag
1,2,346,7. s 350
7 Totedo brown VF PS/3 ... 12750
5.8 . 500
9. L1700

RU1IT AZ21 . 5.00
29¢Whlterbuserg
1-11,13.. 450

X UVM 1 (29¢ PS/S) (dull) ol
298 UM 1 (2% PSIS) (shmy) 500
$1 Seaplane1.3... [

=%
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Finally, which paper

As readers of TPN know, we have had a
great deal of trouble with the nomencla-
ture of papers that have laggant applied
before they are delivered to the printer.

At first, we called them “phosphored pa-
pers,” because we could not accept the
notion that the phosphors had impregnat-
ed the entire paper pulp. If they had, all
stamps printed on such paper would ap-
pear tagged on the gemmed side, as well,

The Postal Service and BEP, however,
called them “prephosphored,” meaning
that they were already tagged when re-
ceived by the printer.

When we first saw a difference among
these papers—in which one paper was
mottled as seen in UV while another
showed solid magging—we hesitatingly
worked our way from one set of labels to
another.

Throughout all this, Wayne L. Young-
blood, the PNC Study Group's resident
expert on lagging, wanted us to reserve
the term “prephosphored” for paper that
had tagging right through the paper. He
demonstated this with skinned stamps,
which still appeared tagged at the scuff.

Youngblood wanted the other paper to
be called “phosphor coated.” His rcason
was the reverse of his reason for "pre-
phosphored”—becanse skinned stamps
were untagged at the scuff, meaning that
the taggant was oniy on the surface as a
coating.

Gradually, the study group accepted
Youngblood's lerminology. We called
motted paper “prephosphored” and the
solid paper "phosphor coated.”

We had first scen the “phosphor-coated™
paper when Joann Lenz discovered rolls
of 3,000 of the 29¢ Flag Over Mt Rush-
more that were not mottied. At first, we
called her find “Lenz paper.”

Then, urder the impression that Lenz
objected 1o the tetm, we tried to get away
from wsing her name. That made ail pa-
pers with solid tagging into “solidly coat-
ed prephosphored papers.”

And, to keep the distinction, we also
adopted “mottled prephosphored papers.”

Mo one was particularly happy with this
terminology. And one big problem with
these terms was that it would be difficult
to get the Scott Publishing Co. to accept
them for its Specialized Catalogue of U S.
Stamps.

Scott needed terminology that would be
usable by non-specialists.

Beyond that, the study group’s Alan
Thomson noted that almost all paper is
coated in some way, especially papers in-

tended for printing by gravure or affset.

At STaMpHOW '93 in Houston, Lenz
finally received a teply o her request for
information from BEP.

BEP: They’re all coated
That repiy put whole new perspectives
on the fight over terminology. As the

For the paper with a
maottled appearance, the
powdered taggant is dis-
persed in a suitable
binder and then applied
to the paper. For the
paper with “solid tag-
gant,” the powdered tag-
gant was mixed with a
pigmenied coating for-
mulation and then ap-

plied to the paper.

numbered Paragraph 5 in BEP's leller
(facing page) makes clear, both types of
paper have the taggant applied on the sur-
face of the paper. In other words, neither
paper is phosphored in the paper pulp (be-
fore the paper solidifies).

BEP makes a distinction. The taggant on
motlled paper is dispersed in a binder; the
taggant in solidly tagged paper is in a pig-
mented coating.

As stamp collectors we have no way o
ascertain that distinction. We can only
differentiatz by what we see, And what
we sec is a solid tagging or a motiled tag-

ging.

BEDP: Lenz paper was a sample

What’s mare, 8EP without hesitation
said Lenz paper was used only on the 25¢
Rushmore.

Many or us believed that the solidly
lagged original issue of the 23¢ Lunch
Wagon was also on Lenz paper. But it
was soon noticed that the paper was thick-
er and that tearing it on the perforations
was easier, Still, it is extremeiy difficult
to tell the tagging apart from the tagging
on Lenz paper.

Numbered Paragraph 6 of BEP's letler,
however, twells us that “approximately
2ight rolls of [Lenz] paper” were used 1o

is which?

print the Rushmores and that the paper
was not used to print any other stamps.

Somewhat less clearly, numbered Para-
graph 2 draws a paralle]l between the use
of Lenz paper and Paper la, used on some
Consumer Education ceils and Plates 9,
10, 13, and 14 of the 18¢ Surrey. Paper [a
was specifically ordered by BEP as a sam-
ple to test a different gum. Richard Nazar
has stated that samples from losing bids
are often used up, simply to economize.

Lenz paper was obtained as part of “a
competitive procurement process” 1o de-
lermine what type of paper should be
used for printing the Rushmores.

As Alan Thomson wrote in the July
Coil Lire, “Bidders are required to supply
samples when a bid is submitted to BEP,
and Rich believes Lenz paper is the result
of sample rolls being pul on press, either
intentionally or by mistake. The fact that
so few stamps of this paper type have
been found by collectors seems 1o support
the idea of a limited paper supply.”

As a result, the PNC Swudy Group has
seturned lo the use of “Lenz paper” (o
designate the two plate numbers (2 and 6}
of the Rushmores printed on Lhis paper.
Lenz said she does not mind.

But what do we do now?

As soon as Lenz distributed photocopies
of her leller at STaMpsHOW 93, a lively
discussion broke out. Here we were with
both papers basically being coated.

Alan Thomson came up with a com-

mon-sense explanation:

Assume wa ara falking of ways to color
wood. We can do this with a stain, which
soaks in but leaves the texture apparent,
ar we can paint it, obscuring the texiure.

. One soaks into ths wood, the other ad-

heres to the surface.

Thus, moltled paper is the “stain.” Lenz
paper-—and other solidly phosphored pa-
pers—are the paint. BEP actually makes
this quite clear by referring lo it as a pig-
mented coating.

Most of those at the Houston show were
content with going back to “mottled phos-
phor™ and “solid phosphor.” But Young-
blood, still concemad about how Scott
Publishing could list them, has proposed
terms that also go along with the resulis
after scuffing:

. Embedded tagging, used on en-
graved stamps. The taggant has acted like
Thomson's stain and does go down into
the paper. If scraped, the scuffed area
phosphoresces in UV,

FPlease turn to next page
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BEP explains Lenz paper

The following is the unedited text of a lat-
ter from BEP to Joann Lenz. The num-
bered paragraphs are responses 1o her
specific questions. The ilalicized para-
graphs are her questions 1o the BEP.

We have completed our examination of
twa strips of five 29¢ Flag Over M.
Rushmore postage stamps which you sub-
mitted for examination,

You submitted strips which consisted of
five stamps per strip where you found dif-
ferences in the appearance of the taggant.
One strip was described as having a tag-
gant which appeared motted under shont-
wave ultraviolet illumination. The other
strip was described as having a more uni-
form or solid taggant application.

The submitted sirips of stamps, as ex-
amined microscopically, appear to have
been printed on different papers. The strip
labeled as having a monled appearance,
as viewed under UV illumination, is from
one supplier and does not have a pigment-
ed coating. The intent of a pigmented
caating is to create a paper surface which
is smooth, since most of the irregularities
in the paper are filled with the pigmented
coating. A micrograph illustrating the ap-
pearance of the two papers is atiached.
Both papers are considered to be “pre-
phosphored™ paper.

A number of stamps from various areas
of the Uniled States were examined under
UV illumination with the unaided eye and
with magnifications 1o observe the ap-
pearance of mottle. All of the stamps ex-
hibited mottle as observed under mag-
nification with UV illumination, It was

also observed that the degree of motlle
may vary. As observed with the unaided
eye, the mottle is not always resolvable
and a stamp having “mottled taggant”
may be mistaken as a stamp having “solid
taggant.” Examination with a magnifier
having as little as five times {5x) mag-
nification may be sufficient o verify the
absence or presence of mottle.

A determination of paper type, that is
coated or uncoaled, may also be verified
with a magnifier. It is suggested that a
magnifier of at least ten times (10x) mag-
nification is used to determine if the paper
is coated or uncoated; thiny times (30x)
magnification will be more definitive. The
enclosed micrograph was reproduced at
sixty-twa (62x) dmes magnification and
clearly shows how a paper coating can
cover the surface fibers and irrepularities
on a piece of paper.

Some points to which you want cla-
rification are listed below:

Was the paper the same as was used for
ihe typical mouled-tagged stamps, or was
it different but still in compliance with the
specifications?

1. The paper labeled “solid tagging”
was not the same as was used for the typi-
cal paper with “moitled tagging.”

If the paper was different, was this a
“lest” of new paper?

2. Both papers were obtained as part of
a compelilive procurement process in
which a principal paper supplier for prin-
ing this stamp could be established.

Was the taggarns used for the solid tags
different than that used for the typical

Finally, which paper is which?

II. Surface tapging, including Lenz paper and the paper used to print the 23¢ Lunch
Wagon (or Type IV paper). This type of tagging is also used for gravure and offset
printing. This type of tagging, of course, is what Thomson compared to paint.

It should be of interest that Youngblood's new terminology was enthusiastically
adopted by Lina's as “surface taggant” and “embedded taggant” in the issue dated Sept.
6

Linn's writer Michael Schreiber did, however, add these comments about the BEP let-
ter o Lenz:
The istler to Lenz still begs the questions of when the taggant/bindar is adcad 1o the
paper, how tha taggant becomes smbedded throughaut the papa, and why it looks mottled.

The Youngblood proposals were circulated among members of the study group and
Lenz.

Only Kim Cuniberti 100k exception 1o their adoption. He suggested that it would be
begter to stick to the terminology used by BEP. This, however, has its drawbacks, as a
glance at Page 92 of our July issue will show. BEP uses so many different descriptions
for its prephosphored paper (“low phosphor,” “high phosphor,” and “prephosphored™)
that trying lo barmonize with BEP could prove difficult, especially afier the new
difficulties USPS has placed in the joumalists’ way of getting information.

That means the new PNC Caialog and TPN will go 1o the two terms “embedded” and
“surface” in referring 1o prephosphored stamps. “Lenz paper” remains for those unigue
stamps,

Rushmore stamp?

If the taggant was different, was this a
lest of a new taggani?

3. The taggant used is identical Lo that
used for typical Mt. Rushmore stamps. It
is required that this laggant conform o
certain spectral and physical performance
characteristics, and any deviations or sub-
stitutions would render it useless for UspPs
applications.

fHlaw was the laggant applied o the
Sirip: for example:

a. Was the laggant applied to the sur-
Jace of the paper before printing?

b, Was the taggant applied to the sur-
[face after the printing process?

¢. Was the taggart incorporated in the
paper sizing?

d. Was some taggant “shaved” off of the
strip?

4, The laggant was applied to the paper
before printing. The application of 1ag-
gant is performed before delivery o Lhe
BEP,

Was the tagging process differens from
the process usved for the typical moliled
strip? If there is a different 1agging pro-
cessiprocedure for the solid iagged
Stamps, was this a lest of a new process/
procedure?

5. The application of taggant differs for
the two types of paper. For the paper with
a mottled appearance, the powdered tzg-
gant is dispersed in a suitable binder and
then applied 10 the paper. For the paper
with “solid taggany” the powdered tag-
gant was mixed with a pigmented coating
formulation and then applied to the paper,
This application creates a smoother paper
surface since space coating formutation
tends to make this paper appear whiter
than the “motiled paper” because the pig-
ments in the coaling promote better light
scattering. However, it is possibie that
paper can be made to appear darker with
some pigmented coatings.

6. Approximately eight rolls of paper
having “solid laggant” were used for
printing the 29¢ Mt Rushmore siamp. No
other stamps were printed with this paper.
The primary intent was to print rolls of
stamps so that coils of 100 and 500 could
be made. We have no estimate as 1o how
many coils of 3,000 stamps were pro-
duced.

The seven (sic) points above should
clarify most of the uncertainties about the
twao types of 29¢ Mt. Rushmore stamps.

Lamry Felix, Acting Chief

Office of Public AfTairs
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New stamps

Plate Number Coils

F23USA-1111—23¢ USA sump printed by BEP.
Lightly tagged on cover (2 cavess, mailed in Man-
chester, N.H.). Aug. 17. (Leduc)

FIIUSA-A2I31—23¢ USA samp printed by
Ametican Bank Nows, Scptamber. (Dr. Rabinowilz)

FIIUSA-A2233—23¢ USA samp printed by
American Bank Nota. September. (Used capy re-
ported by Lawrence in Lina's. Mim, De. Rabinowiuz)

FI3USA-AI3I3—23¢ USA stamp printed by
Amezican Bank Note. September. (Lipson)

FI9WEH-9—Plate 9 of the 29¢ Flag over the
White House. Large rolis. Aug. 16. (Dr. Rabinowiz)

FLOWH-10—Plate {0 of the 29¢ Flag over the
‘Whits House. Rolls of 100. Aug. 16. (Dr Rabino-
witz)

F29WH-11—Plate il of the 29¢ Flag over the
‘White House. September. {Marrelli)

F2OWH=13}—Plate 13 of the 29¢ Flag aver the
White House. Oct. 2. (Haake)

M10-22221-—The BEP version of the {0¢ unde-
nominsied Eagle snd Shicld with the numbers
22221. Found on an Amencan Express caver by
Joann Lenz about Aug. 20, Found in rolls of 3,000
on Sept. 2 (Dr. Rabinowitz)

MI10-AID 18 10 10 10—The ABN version of the
10¢ undenominaied Eagle and Shield with five sews
of 108 (insicad of the promised doubling of the
“A"™). Seprermnber. (Dr. Rabinowitz)

T17EA-5—Plate 5 of the 17¢ Auto. Found with a
herizontal tagging broak . (Emat)

T51-1--Plawe 1 of the $1 Seaplane on Paper il[n.
On sale m STaMpsHOW.

T$1l=3—Plale 3 of the §1 Seaplane, prephos-
phored, shiny gum. USPS lem 7703. Seplember
(Koepp)

New Scoit Catalague numbers
These numbess sre announced monthly by Wayne
Youngbload, editor of Scal Momhly Journal:
F2ILUSA—The 23¢ USA presont stamp
Original stamp (from ABN)—2508
BEPversion—2608A
Stamp Venturess version—2608B
M1¢--The 10¢ Eagle and Shield stamp
Original stamp {from ABN}--2604
BEP version—2605
Stamp Venturers version—2606

New EKU

TI8-10—Flalc B of the 13¢ Sumey, May 18,
1981, on USPS posier canceied at Smithsonian Sa-
tion, Washington. (Blankenship)

New imperforates, misperfs, untagged
errors, and splices (all from John Ti-
son)

The following list includes all items not included
in the 1991 PNC Catalog.

C22-1—Plate 1 of the “D” slamp. Imperforate vn-
ugged {errar).

C25-1111—The “E" samp with the numbers
1111, imperfarate miscut, imperforata splice with
1w num bers.

C25-2222—The “E” stamp with the numbers
2222, imperforate, misperfed.

C23-U11—The "F’ stamp with the numbers
1111, wransition swip (imperf to perl), imped with
clectric-cye bars at bottom, imperf with horizomtal
line at bouwom. Plus, & strip of 1814 with gripper
matks on first iwo stamps. This is from s bulk mail-
<'s machine mailing, and this condition would have
stopped the machinery.

The Piate Number, November 1993

New issues, EKUs
imperforates

C29=1222—The “F" namp with the numbers
1111, transition sirip (impert w perf), misperfed.

C29-2211—The “F* stamp with the numberx
2211, impesforate.

C29-2222—The "F" stamp with the numbers
2211, imperfarate miscut, splice, wantition srip (im-
perf to perf), misperfed.

F18-1—Flate 1 of the 18¢ Flag, imperforaie.

FL8-8—Pedorated miscut.

F20-3—PFlate 2 of the 20¢ Supreme Court, red
splice, misperfed.

F20-3—Flue 3 of the 20¢ Supreme Court, mis-
perind, dauble Lraruition surip (imperf 10 perf to im-

of).

PeFZM—Plal.e 4 of the 20¢ Supreme Court, perfo-
rated untagged error.

F20-5—Plate 5 of the 20¢ Supreme Court, mis-
perfed.

F20-8—Plate 8 of the 20¢ Supreme Court, imper-
forate untagged error.

F20-11—Flate 4 of the 20¢ Supreme Court, im-

orate.

F20-13—Plaie 13 of the 20¢ Supreme Court, mis-
porfed.

F22-2—Plate 2 of the 22¢ Capitol, misperfed.

F22-7—Plate 7 of the 22¢ Capital, tptitian sinp
(imperf to perf), mispearfed, imperforate with enlire
rumber an Lop.

F22-8—TMac 8 of the 22¢ Capitol, transition sirip
(imperf to perf).

F22-10—Platz 10 of the 22¢ Capitol, misperfed.

F22-11—Flate 11 of the 22¢ Capitol, ransitian
suip (perf to imperf).

F22-12—Plate 12 of the 22¢ Capitol, transition
strip {perf w0 imperf).

F22-13—Plaie 13 of the 22¢ Capitol, imperforate.

F22-15—Plawe 15 of the 22¢ Capitol, misperfed.

F22-18—Plate |§ of the 22¢ Capitol, tansition
surip (impetf 1o perf), 2 colors of splices (black and
clear).

F12-19—Plate 19 of the 22¢ Capitol, uansition
strip (tmperf 1o perf).

F22.20—Transition srip (imperf w perf). F22~
22—Plate 22 of the 22¢ Capilol, imperforale, transi-
tion stnp {imperf 1o perf), splice.

F2IUSA~-1111—The BLP version of the 23¢
USA, imperforate.

F25-2blk—1he block tagged Plate 2 of the 25¢
Yosemite, transition siip (imperf lo perf).

¥25-5bIk—The block tagged Plate 5 of the 25¢
Yosemile, trantition siap (imperf to per).

F25-8blk—The block tagged Plate 8 of the 25¢
Yosernite, transition strip (imperf to perf).

F25-1phos—The phasphor-imbedded Plate 1 of
the 25¢ Yosemite, splice, misperfed.

F25-2phos—The phosphor-imbedded Plate | of
the 25¢ Yosemite, misperfed.

F25-3phe—The phosphor—imbedded Plate 3 of
the 25¢ Yosemite, imperfarste miscut, misperfed.

‘F25-Sphos—The phosphor-imbedded Plate 5 of
the 25¢ Yosemite, splice resuing in two plate num-
bers (both S3).

F25-Tphos—The phosphor-imbedded Plate 7 of
the 25¢ Yosemite, imperforate miscut, iransition
suip {impef to peif).

F25-9phaa —The phosphor—imbedded Plate 9
of the 25¢ Yoscmite, imperforste miscu (with entre
number on top), tplice, imperforate betwoen,

F25-liphos—The phosphor—imbedded Plaie H
of the 25¢ Yosemile, imperforate miscut

F25-1)phos—The phogphor-imbedded Plaz 13
of the 25¢ Yoeamite, imperforate miscut.

F25-14phoa—The phosphor-imbedded Plate 14
of the 25¢ Yoscmiie, imperforsic miscut.

F25-15phoa—The phosphor-imbedded Plate 15
of the 25¢ Yosemite, imperforue.

FIIMR-1--Plaie 1 of the 29¢ Rushmore, imper-
foraie miscut.

F29MR-2--Plate 2 of the 29¢ Ruthmere, imper-
forme, misperfed, tansition strip (imperf to perf),

splice.

FIIMR-3~-Plata 3 of the 29¢ Rushmore, imper-
forate miscut (full number on top), imperforate mis-
cut {full number in middle).

F29MR—4—Plais 4 of the 29¢ Rushmore, imper-
forste, imperforate miscut (nuraber on wp), splice.,
misperf muscut.

F29MR—6—FPlate & of the 20¢ Rushmore, imper-
forate miscit (number on top), splice, mispex.

F29MR-7—PMate 7 of the 29¢ Rushmore, Used:
on multiple strip mailed at Carlshad, NM. Mint:
splice, tmrsition strip (perf to imperf), transition
strip {imperf to pexf), misperf.

F29MR-8—Plate § of the 29¢ Rushmore, imper-
fomue, misperf miscut.

F29MR=9—Plate 9 of the 29¢ Rushmore, imper-
forawe, splice.

M1B-33333P—The led tB¢ Mor
with the numbers 33333 misperfed.

M19«A1212—The 19¢ Fishing Boat with the
numbers Al 212, imperforaie,

M20=2—FPlate 2 of the 20¢ Consumer Education,
transition strip (perf 1o imperf).

020-1—Pine 1 of the 20¢ Official, splice.

TI(B}1—Flaie 1 of the B Prexs 1¢ Omnibua,
misperied.

TL(B}2—Plate 2 of the B Press l¢ Omnibus,
misperfed.

T2-3—Plas 3 of the 2¢ Locomative, misperfed,

T2-3P—Flate 3 of the precanceled 2¢ Locomo-
tive, mispevfed.

T2-4—Plate 4 of the 2¢ Locomotive, misperfed.

T2-4P—Plaic 4 of the precanceled 2¢ Locomo-
live, misperfed.

Td8-5—Plawe 5 of the 4¢ Stagecoach, imperfo-
e,

T4S=6-—Plats 6 of the 4¢ Supgecosch, imperfo-
e,

T4S4P—Plate § of the precanceled 4¢ Stage-
coach, misperfed.

TSM-3—Plaic 3 of the 5¢ Motarcycle, misperfed,

T5M~4—Platc 4 of the $¢ Motorcycle, misperfed,

TSCW-1—Plats | of the oversll-tagged 5¢ Cir-

Plate (mpert Imped
Numbes Impert Miscut Detween
1 X

2 X

3 X

q X X

5 X

6 X

7 X

B X X

10 X

29¢ White House EFOs

Compiled, through Oct. 11, 1993, by John Tison

Transition
Perl-impert Misperf Splice
X Xictear in
from; red
on hack)
X X X
X




cus Wagon, transition strip (impexf Lo perf).
TS.H—PI:\. 3 of the 5.9¢ Bicycle, imperforate,
m
TS !—4—Platu 4 of the 5.9¢ Bicycic, imperfonate,

TS, HI'—th.n 5 of the precanceled 5.9¢ Bicy-
che, migparfad.

TS9-6P—Plais 6 of the precanceled 5.9¢ Bicy-
cle, misparfed.

T16TT-1—Plue 1 of the 14 Tractor Trailer, im-
pecfonate, misperfed,

T18.1=2red—Plats 2 of the precanceled 10.1¢ Qil
Wagon, misperfed.
Tll L-3red—Plate 3 of the precanceled 10.1¢ Oil
Wagon, misperfed.

T132~2—Plate 2 of the 13.2¢ Coal Car mis-
pesfod.

Tl4~1—Plate | of the 14¢ Iccboat, misperfed.

Tld=3—Plaie 2 of the 14¢ Ieeboat, misperded.

T18-1—Plaia | of the 15¢ Tugboat, misperfed.

T1$-26k—Platc 2 of tic block-tagged 15¢ Tug-
boat, ransition sinip (perf to impex), misperfed.

T15-d0l—Plate 2 of the overail-tagged]15¢ Tug-
boat, misperfed.

T14.7-1—Plaie 1 of the 16.7¢ Popcom Wagon,

i ed.

T16.7-2—Plaws 2 of the 16.7¢ Popoom Wagon,

i fod, splice.

TI7EA-1—Plate 1 of the 17¢ Electic Anta, jm-
perforate number on top.

T17EA=1—Plaie | of the i7¢ Electric Auto, perf=
imperf-penf, imperforate number on 10p.

T17EA=3—Plae 3 of the 17¢ Electric Auto, mis-
peded.

T1TEA-4—Plare 4 of the 17¢ Elearic Awo, niis-
perfod.

TL7EA—4Pa—Plae 3 of the precanceled (Siyle
A) 1'7¢ Electric Auto, imperforaie (humber an top).

Ti3=1—Plus 1 of the 18¢ Sumcy, imparforate.

Ti18-2~-Plaie 2 of the 18¢ Surrcy, misperfed.

T18-5—Piata 5 of the 18¢ Surrcy, misperfed.

T18-4—Plae 6 of the 18¢ Surrey, misperfed.

T18=7—Plae 7 of the 1B¢ Surmrey, misperied.

T18-83——Platc 8 of the 184 Surrey, misperfed.

T18-10-~Plate |0 of the 18¢ Surrey, misperfed.

T12-13—Plate 13 of the 18¢ Surrcy, imperforate
miscut, mi 5

T18-15—Plate 1§ of the | 8¢ Surrey, misperfed.

T18-1§—Flate 16 of the 18¢ Surrcy, misperfed.

T20FP-1—Plaie | of the 20¢ Fire Pumper, mis-

od.

T20FP-5—Plate 5 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper, mis-
perfed.

T20FP—6—Plate 6 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper, imper-
forute, imperforate miscul

T20FP-T—Puie 7 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper, mis-

perfod.

T20FP-8—Plate 8 of the 20¢ Fim Pumper, mis-
perfed.

T2OFP-13—Piste 13 of the 20¢ Fire Pumpes, mis-
perfad.

T20FP~-15—Plate 15 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper, mis-
pexied.

T20FP-16—Plate 16 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper, mis-
perfed.

T21-1—Flate 1 of the 21¢ RR Mail Car, mis-
perfed.

T23-2—Plate 2 of the 23¢ Lunch Wagon, imper-
forute.

T23=3—Plate 3 of the surfaco-tagged 23¢ Lunch
Wagon with dull gum, imperforate, imperforate mis-
cul, ransition strip {imperf to ped), transition surip
{pexf w0 imperd).

T23-No Number—Probably from Plate 3 (sur-
face ugged, dull gum): Electric-aye bars at top, mis-
cut, uansidon wrip (iraperf w ped), Lansition Bnp
perf to imperf).

T25-1—Plate | of the 25¢ Bread Wagom, imper-
foraws,

T25-2—Flae 2 of the 25¢ Bread Wagon, tansi-
tion sirip (imperf w perf), ransition strip (pert 1o im-
ped), imperionie between.

T25-3—Plate 3 of the 25¢ Bread Wagon, transi-
tion surip (imperf 1o perf).
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Cottrell tagging fascinating

By ED Denson

I've become interested in tagging varie-
ties lately for several reasons. Of course
there is an intrinsic interest in suddenly
seeing the invisible aspects of the
stamps—something akin to discovering
the microscopic world. But there are what
I might calli more practical aspects as
well, Practical, that is, in the sense of ad-
vancing our knowledge of these stamps. |
believe that investigation of the tagging
will lead us toward plating PNCs, for in-
stance.

As it aiso appears that the same tagging
mats or plates were used on more than
one stamp, we will gain knowledge about
the various printings of the stamps, which
will confirm or alter the “official” infor-
mation that has been released. As part of
the study of these agging mats used on
mcre than one stamp, { am beginning to
draw up a mental list of them. Three cer-
Lainly come to mind:

» The “railroad tracks” mat (see "PNC
Trivia” in 1991 PNC Catalog, Page 15—
found on 12 PNCS)

+ The “wrinkled” tag, or “blazing” 1ag,
known at least on T48.3, T48-4, TITEA-4
(see my article in the September issce).

« The “womm-out” or blotchy tag which
probably encompasses the 14 PNCs known
with “clips” or “screw heads.” which I'll
be discussing below.

It seems possible that working with
these, and a few more, identifiable tag-
ging mats, we will be able to reconstruct a
series of printings for the Colttreil issues
that make up most of the first years of
PNCs.

One fascinating group of tagging varie-
ties are associated with the use of screws
or clips to hold the tagging plale on press.
What is fascinating is that these fasteners
are visible under uv light. Fourteen PNCs
arc known with 1agging from these plates,
all apparently printed in late 1984 and
early 1985. They are listed on Page 63 of
the 1991 PNC Catalog and have been up-
dated reguiarly in TPN since then. In this
issue of this magazine, they may be found
on Page 140.

My post office still supplies some of the
old Cottreil press stamps (which these 14
are) and [ just got a roil of the 5¢ Motor-
cycle from Plates 3 and 4 (T5M-3 and T5M-
4). Examining it in UV revealed that it is
fromn the printing which not only had tag-
ging breaks, but also shows portions of
the clip used to fasten the tagging mat 1o
the press. | also saw five features that
have not been reported on but which will
allow further study.

1. The clips are visible as untagged
areas, which appear as a kind of purple
that does not glow under uv. They are
found at the bottom of tagging breaks,
and occur every 12 stamps. On my roll
they are at perf position 10R and ZL. As
these phenomena are usuaily noted in
terms of stamnps, the near break is on
stamp 3L (counting the numbered stamp
as 1L) and the far break is on 10R. I'm told
that this position is common. There are
two clips, and like the plate numbers on
these Cotrrell rolls, they altemnate as they
appear on the roll. These clips are differ-
ent sizes, as are the tapgging breaks that
rise from them. The first | encountered on
the roll is the “wide clip,” and it occurs at
the off-number break, 10R. 1 want to pro-
vide measurements for both of these be-
cause you may find a roil with clip posi-
tions reversed—or with different ciips.

The most spectacular difference is that
the 10R clip is at the base of an 8mm-wide
tagging break, while the 2L clip is at the
base of a 3mm-wide tagging break. There
are differences in the shape of the clips,
ele,, o,

Another distinet feawre of the lagging
mat is a horizontal untagged streak on the
three (3L) or four (10R) stamps o the right
of the break. It runs through the word
“Motorcycle” and is stronger by the 10R
break.

The third feature is a kind of hemring-
bone tagging effect on the stamps on ei-
ther side of the wide tagging break, [t is
similar to the pattern of a tire tread and is
a little more than a slamp wide, so (wo
stamps are entirely covered by it and a
third has a bit of it.

The joint line at the numbered stamp of
Plate 3 lacks tagging, but that of Plate 4
does not.

The underlying tagging is what I call
the “wom-out’ mat, that is, the lagging is
weak around the lettering “1913" and
“USA 5¢" and some parts of the design
where the underlying paper shows
through as purple areas. The design, espe-
cially the motorcycle, is blurry under Uv
light. The clips are known on 14 different
PNCs, and, | believe, will be associated
with this biurry, blotchy tagging on each
of the,

I have copies available for those who
wish to study these varieties, I'd like w
hear from others who have strips or rolls
of these clips on any PNCs.

Editor's note: The blurry effect ED is
laliing about is usually associated with
Type H paper, which is acidic. It is be-
lieved that the effect is caused by the
acidity. O



Great Americans—Specials

50¢ Nimitz, Overail tagged, dull gum, Plate 3, untagged stripe across two top
stamps. LL PS/20, $20; or ZIP Block of 4, $6.50.
23¢ Cassatt, Overall tagged, Plate 2, tagging break appears at top or bottom of

At last! I've been able to secure a small supply of 50¢ Nimitz, Plate 2, overall

My reg

PB/S

200
2300

L2
1L.BOL)

2501
2.0

3001

oM

10.00{1

D]

R0 D pien Singe e B P/ e R0
or Fow, B,
400117 B 306 loyboch A 75 5000 10.0011) 19.0041)
oo 18640 3¢ hauboch BE A& 50m
1B6da 304 laubach CF 6.0 75000
1865 354 Ovwe Coal 75 45007
Same, pramam 120084
2185 35¢ ChowazPt 0 350081,52
1960 37¢ Milkuon Commel B0 43004
187 3¢ Catd 80 80018 Oy 3ES()
18&7c R Cak8E G 5,90
1968 A Ghehil 95 S50 wem s
ER L] 19680 40 Gikvoh BE 95 25012
736 A Chamoud OF B 500 400U
218 40¢ Charroul PE WANT A0
7188 4S¢ Cushing BE 75 2.50(1¢
21580 45¢ Cunbing CF w0 1M
199 S0€ Nimiz O 1.00 1250 -4
18R S0 Nimkz 86 100 e[, 2
1850 50 Nime OF 1.00 1500
29010 IBeRd  50¢ Nimiz O 1.00 7:0M 00021
4.5‘){1! Poie | wanied, pay $4 per black; Piae 3 wonied, poy $3.75 per block
: NEW 50t Nimiz PE shiny 1.00 4000
55001 2190 SMHagey Pl 10D 450 24500
Pros MW S2HungeyfE [hnd 100 450 24540
26l 54 Hovod 119 7.50(1
2197 450 Amad B 1.3 52001
293 750 Wilkie FE ol 10 o0 5.50(0
MW StWkmPERhe 100 700 55000
284 §) el 195 14.0011)
1944 $1 Hookine BE 150 7.0041)
21942 $1 Hopline O 150 7.0000
71540 $1 Hoprs PE ches, b 1.50 700
71944k 31 Hopks %, shry 1 8003
90011 2195 2oy 1.5 pal:ilvil
590111 219 85 Hane BE 9.00 4000 (1)
N $5Home 200 1O
Tre folwing 018 no1 Grent Amancan samps, bul you probobly doa't have them.
1§%4s  20¢ Flog BE Dl £ 18.00 H)
1994 )4 Flog BE Shiy 0 475 950 130017
1854 208 Flag 3L hom Ficte 3, 4 wormd. Pay 85 ko P56, 310 for PS/20.
CHIY A58 tongley OF 160 25.00
Abbreviations used In descriptions:
Tagging: BaBlock; O=Overalk; P«Prephosphored; UsUntagged (or Untagged
seivage); TaTagged seivage
Perforations: LsL Perlorator: E=Eureka bull's eye; SE=Stralght edge
00
1800 | have a complete stock of ZiP and copyright blocks. All prices net. No
discounts. Prices subject to change. Some quantities limited. | pay post-
11001 nge on orders over 510, olherwise please add 52 cents.
1992 Lighthouse supplements
[ carry all Lighthouse albums, album supple-
12500 ments, binders, UV lamps, stock books, and sup

ular price list

plies at a 15% discount. Added 5% off for PNC?
members. Call or write for details.

STEPHEN G. ESRATI

P.0. Box 20130, Shakar Heights, Ohio 44120
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block, $5.75.
tagged. While they last, $15 per plate block.
S Dmaphm Sigh et B, Y
o b B
Jodde KEwA 0 1.0011SE
1844 16 DnBE 10 1250
2168 1¢ Macd B 10 251
1845 76 Scqviaky Conel 1 35(1L234)
Sarw, premim 1066.4
Sama, vttt 4ok 10004, &
14 My BE 0 3541
Some, praman 350
1846 3¢ Cloy Cowed .o LA
207 3 WhieEE 10 00.2,%
1847 4t S Cawdl 15 04
Same, et tog braok 10,0041
N7 28 Fronagon B 15 20N
21710 d¢ flaragen LE 10 A
NW ¢ Aonagan LE, bue 3 £12)
1848 5¢ Auck Conrel 15 (4
N77 56 Bock BE 15 b Jil
N7 56 Moer OF 15 70 7511t
273 53¢ Mz LE 15 70 b
1849 &% lpomom B 15 A
1850 7€ Boldwin 0 ;)
851 B¢ KnxQl 0 1.203-8
1857 9% oy BL 25
1853 0 Raal A 25 1.2
1176 108 Rad O BE 0 A5yl
21760 104 Red Cloud OF 0 751
Sarme, ogged sehvoge 1 00T ()
Same, wicgged sdvoge 27N
.3
276 10t Rec Cled b 85
1254 11¢Pomdoe 0L ' 160125
1855 13¢ Crozy Comal X 2200, 9
Soma. premim W34
1856 14¢ lawsBl 0 1.2
277 148 Howe BE 35 1.901(1,2
178 15¢ CokyBE 0 20001
Fove 3 6E warted, pay $2 par biock
21780 I5¢ Cody OF 150U (%
Soma, Tagged saoou 125101, 2
Sone, with bemk seam
{87 17¢ Conon Comek 35 285(14, 131d)
Soma, premam S000S
$Floes 15, 16 worimd, poy $2.50 per block
19 174 lockwood . 20001t
some, 1502
1858 18¢ Wason Corel 3 350014
1859 19 Sequoyoh Comed 4 3,00 bahi
1840  20¢ Bunche Colel 4 1500259
Sama, premah 70008
Same, premm 7.00 W
Same, premum 1200011, 13}
1981 20t Goboat Comed A 39009
Same, pramum 120015, &
Scena, pramum 500018, 9
1882 208 Tumon 8L A 5,000
18820 20¢ bum € ® 2502
18526 20¢ bum O Popar il 400U
18626 X0¢ um OF Popw B 400403
2R ¢ Cobn B 0 12000
i3 22¢ Audubon AL 0 26511
1BA3d 77€ Audibon BE A 500
218 7 Counc 50 20001}
21825 73¢ Cowor OF 50 175000
B 73¢ Cous FE 50 21,000
183 25¢ loion i 50 1001
o 2 wonied, poy $2.50 par biock
2184 784 g B S 5 3.0
184N 294 Wornen P 45 300 2000515
NEW 208 Jaterion A 450 2506159

Telsphone: {216) 561-9393 FAX: (216) 752-5002
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Runyon naming a stamp czar

Azeezaly Jaffer, manager of the Cor-
porate Relations Department of the Postal
Service, laid a bombshell at the annuai
Writers’ Breakfast at STaMpsHOW °93
in Houston when he announced Postmas-
ter General Marvin Runyon's intention
of naming a stamp czar 10 oversee both
the Stamp Marketing and the Stamp Ac-
quisition branches.

Runyon had broken up the Stamps Divi-
sion in his 1992 shakeup with disastrous
resulis: late announcements of stamps, a
gag order on private contraclors, early re-
lease of dozens of new stamps, and a lack
of openness on the part of a Postal Ser-
vice thal treats collectors as enemies,

When one of the writers asked Jaffer
whether the Transportation Series and the
Great American Series would be contin-
ued. he apologized because he did not
know what the questioner meant and
promised to reply from Washington. This
caused Gary Griffith, editor of The
United States Specialist, 10 explode:

“That’s what’s the matter with the Post-
al Service,” he shouted. “There are 20
million stamp collectors in this country
and you ¢cannot even find one who can an-
SWET Oour questions.”

Jaffer promised o convene a writers’
summit conference in Washington 1o re-
solve many of the problems of a lack of
accurate information out of the Postal
Service. Originally, this was o oceur in
October, but because the new stamp czar
had not yet been named and because he
would have to be a party to any undertak-
ings arrived at, Jaffer told TPN he does
not expect the meeting until November.

Griffith took a parting shot at Jjaffer in
the hall outside the breakfast room:

“l do not understand all this secrecy.
We're not dealing with the Manhattan
Project; we're talking about stamps,”

No opinion from APS

A weird thing happened to John Tison
when he submitted an albino roll of 100
of the 29¢ White House to the expertizing
service of the APS.

("OK,” you ask, “if it's albino, how
does Tison know it's a White House?"
TPN asked the same question. The roll
was anc of five bought at the same time.
The others were normal, ]

The roll came back with a statement
saying “no opinion” because it appeared
10 be “leader stock™ or an “improperly
packaged roll.”

The finder bought it at a post office and
sold it to dealer Ed Silver in New Jersey,

who sold it to Tison. When Tison re-
ceived it, it was still sealed.

He’s looking for another opinion else-
wheare.

High-flying cheap stuff

5t. Louis has taken a page out of Chica-
go’s book by holding a stamp show in-
cluding alil area stamp clubs. The show,
which hosted the convention of the Bu-
reau Issues Association, also resulted in a

albums for collectors of used singles.
Scoit Publishing Co.. for example, pro-
vides spaces for se-tenant issues as blocks
or strips, not singles. Kuhn, writing in
Linn’s, said: “Potential newcomers to our
hobby are turned off by their inability to
find collectible examples of attached se-
tenant issues in the normal mailstream.
After all, who uses huge blocks of four,
six, or more to maii a letter?”

authe PNC nEWS that fits we pri..,
““~dsome Great Americans: ftos?

Regency aucton realization that was
termed “unbelievable!” by Kurt Lenz,

The lot consisted of plate strips of sev-
en, with a 1¢ stamp at each end, of values
from 1¢ to 18¢ of the dull-gum version of
the Universal Vending Coil.

When the hammer came down, Ralph
Persels, the consignor, had realized
$575, less commissions.

The “unbelievable” part is that on the
dull-gum slamps there were no restric-
lions on low values. The stamps are reia-
lively commeon.

Early release FDC

Wayne Meyers, formerly of Westfield,
N.I., knows how to make the Postal Ser-
vice look bad. He oblained from Dr.
Robert Rabinowitz strips of the 23¢
USA with the piate number 5111 long
before the stamps were to be issued May
14 in Denver. 5o he swuck them on an en-
velope and got them hand-canceled. (The
“J" of “N.J."” is missing, but the ZIP code
proves it anyway.)

Then he stuck another mint strip of the
same slamp on that envelope and got the
Postal Service 10 give it the official FDot
cancel,

The Postal Service had to oblige be-
cause the cover bore the same stamps.
The ruies only stop the use of siamps is-
sued later.

The result is that Meyers obtained an
EXU FDC, and with an EKU earlier than the
cne reported in Linn's, His EKU: May 5.
There's just one caich. Dr. Bob reported
finding the stamps even earlier. There
may be still earlier covers,

Kuhn’s plea on albums

George E. Kuhn is concerned about

If you agree with Kuhn, he urges you to
write Scott at P. Q. Box 828, Sidney, OH
45385.

“Not in my back yard!”

Richard Nazar, coordinator of the
PNC Study Group, leamed that BEP has a
complete Cottrell Press 80t in storage.
BEP did not destroy the machine because
someone thought stamp collectors may
want 10 see it. So BEP put the press in stor-
age, and has been paying since 1986.

Nazar approached the new National
Postal Museum, but the museum doesn't
want it,

E&S has varieties

No sooner had BEP's second Eagle and
Shield stamp hit the street, Patrick Lo-
pez started finding things wrong with iL

First he found a variety in which the
third “2" in 22221, that's the yellow “2,”
was shifted drastically upward. But the
mis-registration of the yellow plate did
more damage than to louse up the plate
number. It results in a yellow band across
the bottom of the shield and also causes a
halo around the eagle’s head.

Steve Esrati found that almost al] his
copies of the stamp had a black horizontal
line right across the strip.

Raking in the golds

Bill McMurray continues to gather
awards for his “Tomorrow's Classics” ex-
hibit. He won a gold at the Omaha Stamp
Show and a vermeil at Dayton's Airpex.

In addition he won two APS Medals of
Excellence, the AAPE gold medal for crea-
tivity, the AAPE award of honor, and the
PNC? president's award. [
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Langs finds splice of Flag, Bread Wagon

William 8. Langs, a specialist dealer in imperforates, reports
the finding of a miscut roll of 100 of the 25¢ Bread Wagon from
Plate 3.

At the end of the roll, spliced front and back by yellow mask-
ing tape, was a 22¢ Flag, but Langs calls the stamp an essay.

Asked to deseribe what made the stamp an essay, Langs said it
was & “bicolored” stamp, but then said it was blue, pink, and
black.

The 22¢ Flag was no longer being printed when Plate 3 of the
Bread Wagon first went to press on Feb. 26, 1988, In addition,
all plates used for printing the 22¢ Flag except Plates 15, 19, 20,
21, and 22 had been canceied by that date.

There would have been no need to print “essays” or other unis-
sued stamps of that design in 1988 since the starnp no longer met
any valid rates. (J

Confusion continues in the cave

Item numbers supplied by the Corporate Relations (formerly
public information) Department of USPS are all available at the
Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center (in & cave under Kansas
City), according to Monica Hand of Corporate Relations, with
the exception of the new 20¢ Truman.

But many of the numbers are identical to the old one.

When Richard Beecher tried to order the 1¢ Omnibus and oth-
er new PNCs, he was told the stamps were not yet available.

Meanwhile, improvements made in the July-September Stamps
eic. catalog have been discontinued, with most stamps not even
illustrated and no tagging informaton. O

seery ONLY OME AVAILABLE ¥ty

HOPKINE VARIETY-——Pessibly tha resuit of rechroming. Strip of 20 in shrink-wrappad
original setup for a Store of the Future. $50. Box H, c/oThe Plale Number.

y/IJIIIIIIIIlllllllflllllllfII.IIIIlilllllllllllllllllllIll;l

COLLECTING REDWOCOD CITY PROVISIONALS

| am very happy for this opportunity to talk 1o other
. tollectors, who like me, have sent away for their “Red-
wood ity Postmaster's Provisionals” covers from Mr.
Craig Cariton Dremann.

{ would like copies of covers that readers have received
stating the calor of the design. I will iry and correlate the
types of covers with quontities that still exist. | would like
especially to get copies of those tovers that have PNC
stamps. | will forward this correlated information in fu-
% ture issue of The Plote Number.

1 will also act as a focal point for those that would like
to trade covers. Send me @ SASE with a copy of the RED-
WOOD CITY POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONALS cover you are
willing to trode and indicate what you want in frode.

Mr. Dremann has covers left, bu still only ane per per-
son or household. If you hove nat sent away for yours
yet please do so. To order your caver see the July 1993
issue of The Plate Number.

Send copies of your covers io;

Richard L. Learn
154 Kendale Dr.
Safety Harbor, FL 34695
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Tagging, plate numbers, and perforation varieties of Great Americans Series
HArTow/ o
L34).

| = Lperforater 10.9% 109 E = Fureka ofi-press buil's-eye 11.2x 11.2
& Printed on an i-8 currency press. Tagged off press. All have shiny gum.

* Overall tagging in all selvage.  t Untagged area in selvage.

£ Phosphored papes (solid tagging).

15¢ Cody doas not exist on on phosphared paper,

Bcod Slamp i L/block LOverall Harrowsoverall . : Rarrow/phosphored | Unlagged
L ¢ ix L2
2114 ¢ 4¢ Flanagan EQ E (1] Intentionally
| 2173 £ 5¢ Mufloz Marin E ()t E (1) Error (2) Intentinnally
3 0¢ Hed Cloud™ =5 FUN) 40 F (T AvErmor
| 3173 ¢ Cooy i E(3 c (127t 31) E (2 3) Erior
i 20¢ iruman fL{1) (2 £ (3t E {7 Emor
YERT T 22§ Audubon T s TV Eirer
ST 2 Cassall E(l EE. 77 EEN 1) Error
o1ara T 2% Loidon $5 Book BT 2 E (oY el
[ZYE% T 2T London Hooks ¥ £ (V) Eiror (51,50 anly)
[ 1 30¢ Laubach )] v EOF
"IB57 1 90F Claik T t R
180T e Gilbieth 1) 3¢
| il 0% Chennaull N E{2) E {1y Emor
2T 1 40E LISHing ETH ETT) E T Erfer
18501 500 Nime T34 EE(, &) E(E 3 S TEhiAy gum) TCU BT, 2y e
[ 1052 Humphrey Wl fuskiy
218 TTo¢ Willkde 1€ Tdull gurn) 1 (shiny)
Z194A 1 $1 Hopkins 1 E(1} E {11002, dull and shimy) 1 E (1) Enor
Wil 5 Harle E{ e
Symbols usad in this chart:

¥ $5 bookéat onty 11.2 % 11.2, The $1.50 and $3 (Platz 1) booklets are block tagged and perdorated (10 x 9.8} in-line on Gosbel booklet-making equipment

A= APress in-line bull's eye 11.2x11.2

E-E=Eleclric-eye perforator 10.9x 108
1 Phosphore paper (mollled).
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STaMpsHOW provided treats for PNCers

The annual meeting of the Plate Num-
ber Coil Collectors Club (PNC?) was held
next to the Astrodome during STaMp-
sHOW 93 and began with achievement
awards to Harold Brown, editor of Coil
Line; Ken Lawrence, PNC columnist for
Linn's; Joe Sedivy, who tuns the PNC?
auctions, and Stephen G. Esrat.

Dr. Joseph Agris, who had hosted a
Texas barbecue for some PNCers the eve-
ning before, presented one of his five
slide shows, showing many notable
freaks, oddities, and usapes of the Flag
Series.

His first slides were a record of the wan-
derings of Sue Watanabe of Hawaii, who
went around the islands getting all the
tagged values of the Transportation Series
precanceled with town-name overprints,

The previous evening, Richard Nazar,
coordinator of the PNC Swudy Group,
gave oul study group awards to Dr. Agris,
who published the first book on PNCs:
Alan Malakoff, for his work on the yet-
io-becompleted 1993  caulog; Alan
Thomsan, for his efforts to keep PNC in-
formation accurate, and 1o Esrat, for get-
ting things 1o the printer when promised.

PNCers, as is their wont, congregated in
the show’s lunch arca, where the star was
Lamry G. Haynes, a study group member
who recently reiurned from Lthree years in

Europe, where he had overseen construc-
tion of a new Exxon piant in France.
Haynes had begun a study into how the
Cottrell presses worked long before his
long absence from PNCdom. His article
and drawings will be presented in TPN.

Several interesting finds were made at
the show's post office, including a roll of
9.3¢ Mail Wagon precanceis from Plates
5 and 6 with the gap at sR by Eugene
Emst and Richard Nazar and of the 3.2¢
Slaigh from Plates 3 and 5 with the gap at
5L.by Scout Adams.

These gaps are relatively common, but
what is significant is that two stamps that
were withdrawn in 1985 showed up at a
philatelic counter eight years after they
were supposed 1 be destroyed. (Counter
cierks may usually keep old stock, but
philatelic clerks are not supposed to.}

The philatelic booth at the show had $1
Seaplanes on Paper llIn. The stamp was
previously known only on Paper IlIb.

Nazar was offered a set of rare Flag va-
ricties: a pair of the 20¢ Flag missing the
Supreme Court; a single 20¢ Flag printed
entirely in black because of ink contami-
nation; a ne-number pair of the brick red
Plate § of the 20¢ Flag, and a 20¢ sheet
stamp with the blue missing, Nazar paid
$400 for the lot.

LEugene Ernst bought a no-number sirip

Is one Fishing Boat paper different?

By Wayne Meyers

I recently noticed an ineresting differ-
ence between 19¢ Fishing Boats with the
plate numbers A2424 and the other three
number combinations (All11, Al112, and
A1212) of the original printing.

At first glance, what appears 1o be the
same paper may not be!

During my exarnination | obscrved an
almost smooth tagging on A2424, refative-
ly free of mottling, although existing very
subtly, and luorescing a pale green under
short-wave UV, compared 1o the other
three plate-number combinations. The lat-
ter have an obvious mouling and
fluoresce a brighter yetlow-green.

I then examined them under {ong-wave
UV and got no rcaclion at all.

At first, 1 didn"t think much of it. Papers
and luminescences vary, and it didn"t
seem that big a deal, but curiosity gol the
best of me. [ went back to the shorr-wave
light and examined the gum side of these
strips and was slartded Lo see that A2424
was shining with a speckled appearance

and the athers were not.

Examination under ordinary light re-
veals Az424 10 have a slightly darker and
more translucent appearance. This can be
scen by placing the strips, gum side up,
on a piece of plain white paper. Under
10x magnification, A2424 locks smoother
and nol as porous as the other plate-
number combinations on the gummed
side.

Could this mean that a different was
uscd for A24247 Was the entire printing of
the A2424 done with one roll of paper, or
could A2424 exist on the paper of the other
three combinations? If so, which is rarer?

I would greatly appreciate hearing from
you regarding this at 5303 E. Cortland
Bivd., Flapsiaff AZ 86004-9585.

Editgr's rnote: The impression wials of
the original printings were published on
Page 72 of the July 1992 TPN. It showed
“maximum BNCs" as follows:

11 5,360,968
112 4,658,382
1212 1,341,590
2424 5,626,964

of four from Plate 10 of the 20¢ Flag in
which the blue is shifted Smm 1w the
right, making the flag's Union black. Six
rolls of 100 containing this error were
found in Danville, I1l., in 1984.

Gerald Blankenship of the American
Society for Philatelic Pages and Panels
proudly displayed a Postal Service poster
bearing a strip from Plate 10 of the 13¢
Surrey, canceled at the Smithsonian Sia-
tion in Washington on May 18, 1981.
That is a new EKU, although it was obvi-
ously back-dated because the stamp was
not printed until June 18.

Roger Riga, a dealer in cinderellas, had
several “razor-blade rarities” for sale, in-
cluding a 4.9¢ Buckbeard in which there
was a plate number on either side of the
joint line.

The razor artist is believed to be PNC
Study Group member Wayne Young-
blood. O

ADLETS
Classified ads are 15 cents o
word. There is no charge for
your address. Mambers of PNC?
are entitled to one 25-word free
adlet each year.

WANTED PS 18s: Aequiar Ferfed XF-S, imperf, mis-
pert, miszuL John Tison (PNC3 473, APS, ASDA), PO
Bon &755, Newport Beach CA 92658. 1-800-B54-
4487, (6-33)

UWTAGGED fed Clouds: $50 2 horzental pair; $100 a
block of 4; $75 for untagged pair plus acded stamp
with slight 29¢ing. Ken Moreau, 402 Coronation Ave.,
Franklin, MA 02038. (6-83)

LITTERBUG LUNCH WAGON: Blob left of wagon on
numbered stamp. PS/5, VF, $10. Esrati, £OB 20130,
Shaker Heights, OH 44120. {B-83)

FREE: National Precance| Price List, Six pages fully il-
lustrated, #10 SASE appreciated, Howard Moser,
1408-13th SL, Mighland, IL 62249. (PNC3 4-83-1-
M)

DISCOUNT POSTAGE: 15¢, 23¢, 20¢, 504, 75¢ 21 90%
of face in lots of $100 {face) or mors. No precancels.

23¢ precancels 85% of face. Esray, POB 20130, Shak-
er Heights, OH 44120, [216) 561-9393. (6-93)

LAUBACH overall tagged: horizontal strips with sel-
vage, 510 for each stamp. Plate biocks $100. Ken Mo-
reau, 402 Coronation Ave., Frankiin, MA 02038. (6-93)

MIXTURE SORTERS: 10¢ Tracter Traier stamps want-
ed on piece with privataly overprinted endorsements.
Pay 510.00 sach, VF. Box TT, POB 20130, Shaker
His., OH 44120, (5-93)

JOIN PMC? For details, wrila Joann Lenz, 37211 Alper
Dr., Sterfing Hts, Mi 48312-2203. (6-93)

FREE: B&0 RAILROAD cachet of XMC Venlure: FDG of
2¢ Locomonve, Plate 3. PS/3 (Number on lett stamp),
paorly centerad, number cut; with 3¢ B&0 cammemo-
ragve and 13¢ added postage, Frze Io anyond who
loves railroads on stamps. Firsl come gets it E£srali,
P08 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (6-93)

8.5¢ PRECANCEL, PS/3, Armaster FOC, $2C; Same,
Gilt Craft, $25; Combination with unprecanceled P5/3,
KMG Venture, 335, Same, but PS/5, H&H cachet, $40.
Esrati, PCB 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (5-93)
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Is new Hopkins flaw just a rechroming of the old one?

Ken Moreau saw the cover of the Amer-
ican Philatelist \hat showed a plate faw
on Stamp 6 of a pane of §1 Hopkins.

A few months later, he was at & USPS
“Store of the Fulure,” which sells shrink-
wrapped stamps.

He thought he found the Hopkins varie-
ty. So he forked out $20 at the checkout
counter for panes showing the flaw.

But his overali-tagged stamps were not
similar to the one illustrated with Ken
Lawrence’s article on the Great Ameri-

WHAT Moreau THE ORIGINAL

FOUND—A smail FLAW—This s
remnant of color !Nhat was Sh?Wn
on Hopking' in The American
shirt. Philatelist.

Stephen G. Esrati
P. O. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Retumn
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Correction
Requested

IF BOX 13 CHECXED
YOUR SUBSCRIFTION
HAS EXPIRED

cans.

Whether Morean’s variety is the result
of rechroming the original plate variety or
whether it is a totally different flaw can-
not be known. But here’s what Lawrence
said about the original flaw, probably
printed with block tagging:

One of the most spactacular plate varia-
tias on any modern stamp appeared in po-
sition 6 on some sleava 1 panes, a pair of
thick curved lines of colar on Hopkins'
white shirt, between the lapais of his coat.
... This was caused by a dig in the print-

ing slaave, Alter it was discovered, the
slaave was rapaired and rechromed, so it
is not surprising that only a small numbar
of examplas have basn found by ceilec-
107s.

Even when tha variaty was heing prin-
tedf, it only appaarsd once on each revo-
lution of the printing sieeve, which printad
320 stamps per impression, 50 il is guite
scarce.

Moreau’s copy is also from position 6,
but there is no way of knowing whether it
is from the same pane.

— Sclf-Service Pack

John Hopins
itemn: 0208
10 x $100 = §10.00

BULK MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
CLEVELAND, OHIO
PERMIT 1216




