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PNC Catalog numbers simplified

By Richard J. Nazar

Beginning with the 1993 edition, which
I expect to publish in October, the Plate
Number Coil Catalsg will have a new
numbering system. [t was developed in
an auempt 0 create more meaningful cat-
alog numbers, and also 1o better accom-
modate design-different stamps in the
same series and with the same denomina-
tion (for example, the 5¢ Transporiation
Coils).

The new catalog numbers are based on
those deveioped by Stephea G. Esrati,
which included the stamp’s denomina-
tion, a sezies identifier, and the plat¢ num-
ber. This essential information is stll in-
clnded in the new catalog numbers,
although in a different order.

The series identifier

The new systemn moves the single letter,
which identifies the series, to the first po-
sition in the catalog number. This more
nahrraily follows the manner in which we
categorize stamps—first by series, and
then by denomination. For example, the
old system assigned 18F as the nonplate-
specific catalog number for the 18¢ Flag.
The new system changes this 1o F18.

The new series are:

Flag Stamps—F

Transportation Series—T

Misceilaneons Stamps—M

Contingency Stamps—C

Official Stamps—O

The denomination
The series identifier is followed by the

Postal Service answers some questions

On June 22, Steve Esrati wrote Robin
Minard of the Carporate Relations De-
partment of USPS to resolve outstanding
questions. On July 15, Ms. Minard sent
answers supplied to her by the Stamp Ac-
quisition Branch.

*» The finding of imperforate coii waste
in Multi-Color’s dumpster

Before the Postal Service ordered the

printers not to talk to the press, ABN lold
me that the report by Dr. Robert Rabino-
wilz in Stamp Ceoilector—siating that im-
perforate 19¢ Fishing Boat coil waste had
been found in Multi-Color’s dumpster—
was wrong. ABN knows the entire story of
what really happened but was barred from
telling me. I need to know where the

Please turn to Page 118
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denomination. The following guidelines
were used in noting a stamp's denomina-
tion in the catalog number:

+ Denominations of whole cents less
than 10¢ are represented by a singie digit
(1 through 9)—=even if a leading zero ap-
pears on the stamp.

« Denominations of whole cents that are
10¢ or greater, but less than $1.00 are rep-
resented by a Iwo-digit number (10
through 99).

* Fractional denominations are repre-
sented by the whole<cent number fol-
lowed by a decimal point and then the
single digit noting the tenths (for exam-
ple, 10.9).

* Denominations in whole dollars are
represented by the dollar sign foilowed by
Please wurn to Page 114

Sales division

selling FDCs

The Postal Service is selling uncacheted
FDCs of all commemorative stamps issued
after June 1, 1993. FDCs of PNCs and
Great Americans will not be available.

Collectors will stll be able 10 affix
stamps to cacheted envelopes and mail
them in for cancellation, but the Postal
Service will no longer affix stamps.

Bill Toutant of Artmaster is not con-
cerned aboult the uncacheted first-day cov-
ers that are now on sale at the Philatelic
Fulfiliment Service Centar, but he is
finding it more difficult to do business
with today's Postal Service.

His reaction lo the competition on FDCs
is based on his belief that most collectors
want the cachelts.

USPS covers will cost 50 cents for a 25¢
stamp on cover. Artrnaster’s retail price is
$1.40 on an Artmaster cover and $1.85 on
a House of Farnam cover,

What does upset Toutant is that when
he heard rumors about the impending is-
suance of FDCS from the sales division he
talked to James Tolbert, manager of the
Stamp Management Branch. Tolbert as-
Please turn to Page 113
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THE ANSWER IS ‘NO" WE APPEAL

Postal Service has refused for four months wo send us
plate-activity reports, not even in compliance with federal
law under the Freedom of Informadon Act..

We submitted a requesc in early April to obtain the re-
ports because you need them.

“OK,” you say, “Esrari says I need this information. Do |
really?”

To collect PNCs or any other stamps one needs to know
all there is ro know about the stamps. In the old days, it
was enough te know the color, perforation, and watermark
of a stamp. But since the days of automation began in the
1960s, there has been more to it than that. The bare cata-
log information isn't enough. To use one simple exampie,
take Scott 2134b, the B Press reissue of the 14¢ [ceboat.

For years, Scot ignored the existence of this stamp. Rich-
ard Sine, then cditorial director of Scott Publishing Co.,
wld TP he would never give a-separate listing to a samp
that can only be told apart in ultraviolet light. But this
stamp was different in anodher way, too. It lacked a joint
line.

To know that, we nceded a plate-activity report that in-
formed us of the printing of a 14¢ lceboat on the B Press
{which did not print a joint line, and which then used
block ragging).

In recent years dozens of stamp varieries have been is-
sued, stamps that collectors find significandy different
from each other, chat show differences in color, perfora-
tion, method of printing, and ragging .

Just in the past few months, we have seen the following
examples:

» BEP and Stamp Venturers versions of the 23¢ USA and
Eagle and Shield stamps

* A new BEP printing of the 23¢ Lunch Wagon that now
exists in rwo versions

» Untagged versions of the 3¢ Conestoga Wagon, 5¢ Cir-
cus Wagon, 11¢ Caboose, and 19¢ Fishing Boar {in error)

* An endless stream of Eagle and Shiclds, now totaiing 29
known numbers, 28 of which have been found by collec-
tors. Even among E&S stamps printed by Guilford Gravure
for American Bank Note Co., there are differences in paper
thanks to changes in paper specifications ordered by the
Postal Service.

We had to use the Freedom of Information Act to obtain
the new paper spedifications from the Postal Dis-Service,
only to be told later that we should have been able to ob-
tain them without a hassle. New specs resulted in a reprine-
ing of the Universal Vending and Canal Boat stamps on
glossy paper.

Trying to sorc out the technical details behind this flood
of new stamps, we asked for the data in April in a letter to
Postmaster General Marvin Runyon, ciring the FO1 Act. He
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turned over the request to a top executive, who prompdy
lost the request.

Afer three weeks, TPV called the legal department of
USPS to inquire. The faw requires an answer in 10 days.

We were urged to resubmit the request. We did in May.
A month later, we were told by the UsPs Records Office—
which, alone among Washington agencies, prides itself in
expeditious and timely handling of FOI cases—that a meer-
ing has been scheduled berween Stamp Acquisidon and
Stamp Management to see who was responsible. That
meeting was postponed at least once. Then the office that
should have handled the request called another meeting to
find out which part of the Postal Dis-Service would actual-
ly prepare the reply. That meecing, too, was postponed at
least once.

Meanwhile, the Records Ofhice told TPN : “We can'
blame you for being disgusted.”

The 10-day period ran for four months. We stiil do not
have the dam we sought. The explanation from the
Records Office:

The Postal Secvice used to ger this dava from the prineers
and assemble it into reports such as the ones you used ro
receive. After the reorganizarion, chis practice was stopped
because the Postal Service had no operational need for the
reports. [t makes no sense tha it took four months to find
this out. But you're not getting the records you requested
because they no longer exisc.

This expianation, like many others from the Postal Ser-
vice, is a lie, not by the Records Office but by the originat-
ing office. All securicy printers are required to report to the
Postal Service how many stamps they print, including plate
numbers and other such information. The simple fact is
that those who throw away FOI requests simply don't give a
damn abour stamp collectors.

[At press time, James C. Tolbert Jr, manager of the
Stamp Management Branch, wrote that the dara were avail-
able after all—for a fee.]

They have silenced the printers, and they are pulling a
lead cureain over Postal Headquarrers,

It is kind of sad that the big guys of stampdom, ars,
Linns, BIA, etc., have done nothing about this mess, leaving
it all to 450-rcader TPN. What are they all afraid of?

Anyway, folks, we tried our best. And we are appealing
the rejection of our FOI request, #



Theory of pairings
LETTERS *  of Bunche stamps
' is upside down
Disregarding the arithmetic, which leaves something to
be desired, the approach to solving the Bunche impression
problem does not seem logical to me. Among the plates
that had more than one pairing, we have 5, 6, 7, 8, and
13. If we smarc with the logical assumption that 7 and 8
w:.r:?_initially paired. we find an excess of Plate 7:

PrinB:... M
Em-u S— 148,499

If Plate 7 was then paired with Plate 13 (a spare plate),
thc Platc 13 umould be 501.

P!ii?‘ B
Excrsn' _....... S0

Since the impressions from Plate 6 exceed those of Plaze
5 by 504, it appears that Plates 6 and 13 (the spare) were
paired and the remainder is reaily only 3. We can probably
exlfla.m that awagzns a typographical error.

Pam 7. 520801
Excems:...

. 504

This is not the actual sequence of events because Plates 5
and G were used in December 1981, while Plates 7 and B
were sent to press in January 1982. 1 do think it’s clear thar
Plate 13 was the guy who came off the bench to sub for
the injured player, despite its crazy “to press” dare. It was
used as a sub twice. The typographical error could weil be
in the impressions total for Plate 13.

Is BEP wrong on UVM;s?

The ardcle on Page 100 concerning the canceled UVM
printing sleeve appears to have some major problems. The
difficuty probably starts with BEP listing the 864-5PR sleeve
as the one that was canceled. If you look at the-rest of the
informarion available, you'll sec that the 960-$PR sleeve was
the one that was canceled.

Up to now all uvMs are in rolls of 3.000. These rolls had to
be made on the Huck coiler, which has a capadty of 18
rows, A 20-row web could only fit on the Goebel coiler,
and it makes rolls of 100 in blister packs.

[ think that somebody ac BEP made a 960-5PR sleeve in er-
ror and a new 864-5PR sleeve had to be made after the error
was caught. Hence the destruction of a sleeve with no im-
pressions made.

There is another discrepancy but maybe some arithmeuc
sleight-of-hand can help. Those 100,000 impressions that
give you trouble are probably one of BEP’ infamous coil
“sheet” counts thar are really only half a revolution of the
printng surface. The real impression figure is 30,000,

50,000 X 864 14,404 rolls
3,000
That's close enough for government work, isn't it?
Alan Thomson
Northwood, N.H.

Tagging under the microscope
Eaglk::m from Bob Kugel: P

I rotally disagree with Michael D. Kinney's conjecture
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Pedro’s World of PNCs

by Pedro Ortegon, M.D.

"What in the world?”
“Well darling, the perils of dumpster diving!.”

that the 15¢ Cody does not exist on prephosphored paper.
The May 1988 printings were on prephosphored paper.

I think we all agree that overall-tagged stamps are pro-
duced by printing the stamps on stamp paper first, then
laying down a coating that contains phosphors (tagging)
over the stamp. We probably also agree that a stamp prine-
ed on prephosphored paper is one in which a coating of
the phosphors is laid down on the stamp paper and the
stamp is then printed on top of this surface. It seems obvi-
ous that an overall-tagged samp will have phosphors on
top of the ink while one printed on prephosphorcd paper
will nor,

To demonstrate this I used a Bausch & Lomb Stercoview
7 microscope and examined a range of Greac American
plate blocks while illuminating the block with high-cnergy
ultraviolet light. I began with the 12 Courrell press denom-
inations which, everyone agrees, are averall-tagged. I found
that in all cases glowing phosphor could be seen on top of
the ink used to prine the stamp.

I then wurned to the block- d A Press denominations
of 1988. These included the 20¢ Truman (Plate 2), 30¢
Laubach (Plate 2), 15¢ Cady (Plate 1), 21¢ Carlson (Plae
1}, 23¢ Cassate (Plate 1), 45¢ Cushing (Plate 1), and 65¢
Arnold (Plate 1). As expected, every valuc showed glowing
phosphors on top of the ink.

[ obtained similar results with the averall-tagged values of
1990, the 5¢ Muiioz , 10¢ Red Cloud (Plate 1), 15¢ {Plate
2}, 20¢ Truman (Plate 3), 23¢ Cassart (Plate 1 and Plate 2
with tagged selvage), 30¢ Laubach (Plaee 2), 40¢ Chen-
nault (Plate 1), 45¢ Cushing (Plate 1}, 50¢ Nimitz (Place
2}, and $1 Hopkins (Plate 1) and the lone 1991 overall-
tagged 10¢ Red Cloud (Plate 2 with tagged selvage). All
these stamps showed phosphors on top of the printing ink.

I then examined those stamps printed on prephosphored
paper. These incdluded the 23¢ Cassate (Plate 2}, 52¢ Hum-
phrey (Plate 1), 35¢ Chavez {Plate 52) of 1991, and the
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10¢ Red Cloud (Plate 2), 29¢ Warren (Plare $1), 40¢
Chennaule (Plare 2), 50¢ Nimitz (Plate 3), 75¢ Willkie
{dull gum) (Platc 1), 75¢ Willkie (shiny gum (Plate 1), §1
Hopkins (Plate 2), and $5 Harte (Plate 2). I could find no
traces of tagging on the ink of any of these stamps. In
some cases | thought 1 had found tagging on top of the
ink, but in every case it turned out to be an ink skip that
had lefe the phosphor-coated stamp paper visible ar that
spot.

[ finally tumed to two plate blocks of the Cody from
Plate 1. These blocks were nat block tagged and were
tagged through the selvage. Under the microscope, using
shortwave UV illumination, I could see no tagging material
on top of the printing ink in either block. These cannot be
overall-tagged. They are printed on prephosphored paper.

To finish the job I looked ar 2 used pair on a first-day
cover, dated Junc 6, 1988. This pair was not block tagged.
I could see no trace of tagging on the printing ink. The
May 1988 prinung was madc on prephosphored paper.
This is not to say that there were no overall-tagged stamps
in the May 1988 prinung, but it is more likely that overall-
tagged stamps from Plate 1 were produced from a press
run in 1990.

TPN sent him two plate blocks from Plate | believed to be
overall tagged, with the tagging extending into all margins. He
was also sent a block from Plate 3 with untagged selvage, a
sure test that the block was sverall-tagged. Wayne Youngblood
had termed the Plate 1 block to be overall-tagged. This is Mr.
Kugels repors:

I examined the three Cody blocks under a2 microscope
using high-energy UV light to illuminawe them. Plate 3
showed phosphor on twop of the printing ink and, as such,
is overali-tagged as stated. The two posidons of Plate 1
show no tagging on top of the printing ink and look very
much like all the examples I have scen of prephosphored
paper.

Ipl'favc not seen Plate 1 overall-tagged. You might puc out
a request for evidence of a bona-fide overall-tagged Plate 1.

Bob Kugel

Neorwalk, Conn.

{n reply. Kugel's letrer is based on Wayne Youngblood's
staternent to a PNC? meeting near Detroir that he had nev-
er seen a prephosphored Cody. So 7PN sent the blocks ex-
amined by Kugel to Youngblood, for his re-examination.
He said they were overall-tagged. ]

in reply (by Leah Akbar, Burcau of Engraving and Princ-
ing): All the Cody stamps from Plate 1300041 were printed
on LP-40 paper.

Explanasion (by Steve Esrati): LP-40 paper is untagged and
unphosphored. That means Youngblood’s findings are con-
firmed and we can stop looking for prephosphored Cody
stamps from Plawe 1.]

Why bother with Great Americans?

Yes, I know I'm late in renewing my subsaiption to
TPN. I've always enjoyed the publication; however, I was
deciding whether to renew or nor this time.

In the past year you have given considerably more space

to the Great Americans Series. Frankly, I'm not interested
in this material ar all. If you cendnue to publish the quan-
tity of articles on Great Americans, I wish you would sep-
arate the coil info from that series and permit those who
receive it to ignore and throw away the non-coii info and
save the PNC info.

Berter yer, give your subscribers a choice if they wish to
receive either or both. That way you could save paper and
printing costs.

Just a suggesdion.

Ed Wigger
Mechanicsburg, Penna.

With the Great Americans, I thoughe | would not renew,
but it seems you arc keeping PNCs first,
Cdr. A.C. O'Leary, USN (Ret.)
Inglewood, Calif.

In reply. In fact, what we have done, was o expand 7PN
by adding more pages. The quantty of PNC news has not
been reduced. And we really are learning about PNCs from
Grear Americans.

The Nifia, Pinta, and Santa Maria

{By phonc): In the Seprember 1992 7PN you reported
thar a 50-seamp coil would be issued on Columbus Day
showing the Nifia, the Pinta, and the Sama Maria. What
happened?

Myron G. Hill, jr.
Washingron, D.C.

In reply We got the information from the confidential
memos thar USPS used to send to cachet-makers. At about
the time the stamps were to be issued, we asked USPS what
happened.

“We never even put those stamps on the announcement
of stamps to be issucd this year,” we were told.

But cachet makers would dearly love to obtain advance in-
Jformation nowadays on what is planned, even if the plans
change or the stamps never materialize. Here is a leter on
that subject: ‘

Blackout for cachet makers

It's not only plate activity and papers that are in the
realm of “non-informaton.” Fimst-day cover cacher makers
used to get mailings on upcoming issues, FDOI informa-
tion, and licensing requirements far in advance of the
FDOIs. The most recent mailing I reccived was last fall an-
nouncing the 1993 stamp program. That was after [ al-
ready knew abourt it. No news from them at all since the
Elvis licensing letters. We don't even know if we needed to
license our cachets for some recent issues like Grace Kelley,
“Oklahoma,” Rock 'n’ Rell, and Hank Williams.

Rick Chase
DRC Cachets

Warterloo, lowa



Kuhn called way off base
I've read both of George Kuhn's letters in the July 1993

issue,

Your comments that Mr. Kuhn really doesn’t understand
the PNC market are certainly appropriate. But it goes be-
yond that. Mr. Kuhn really doesn’t know what he’s talking
about. His basic complaint or concern is the proliferatian
of collecrible plaze numbers. He staed: “In my judgment,
something must be done to control the flood of issues.”
Frankly, [ think somerthing has to bc done about Mr.
Kuhn’ judgmene. To July 1, 1993, the rewil cosc of all
newly issued PNCs, excluding the shiny-gum Variable Rate
Coils, has amounted to about §45. That works out o
about a quarter a day. Clearly, George needs his allowance
increased. As a dealer with many customers, it has been my
observaton that one er two PNCs a month is too LOW a
rate for the enthusiastic PNC collector.

His second letter demonstrates arrogance and ignorance.
ED Denson sweared out buying a decent F-VF Ps/5 of the
5.2¢ Sleigh from Plate 3 because no dealer would let loose
with this teugh-to-find serip. Several told him they didn’t
have any. Another said his werc centered close 1o the bot-
tom and althougn such a strip meets the F-vF definidon,
Denson knew his customer. Finally, another dealer toid
him he had only xks psiss; the same dealer would have
told him he had only £-vF if Denson had been looking for
XF-5. All chis reflects the fact that dealers don’t wane to sell
a very wough strip o another deaier so as to meet the
needs of that dealers customers while possibly disappeintc-
ing one of their own customers sometime down the road. |
know the Denson story well because I supplied the serip to
Denson, reluctantly I might add, because he only comes o
e when he can'’t get something from his regular sources.

Kuhn's knowledge of the PNC ma.rketplace is clearly limit-
ed, and to state thar Denson was “way off base” when he
wasn't requires an apology on Kuhn's part.

Dr. Robert Rabinowicz
Stamford, Conn.

In explanation (to TPN from George Kuhn): You're right
about my lack of understanding of how dealers have gone
to wholesalers for their PNC needs. ['ve often wondered just
how dealers could locate all the numbers, and I can under-
stand how convenient it is to simply place a standing order
with Dr. Bob. I can also appreciate the enormous number
of telephone calls he’s required to make. I agree we ail owe
him an emphatic word of thanks. THANKS, BOB!

On dealer refunds when prices fall, I'm sorry 1 wasn’t
more spedfic because you made a slight misinterpretation.
Many months ago I ordered strips of five of Plates 12 and
14 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper, which had been out of sight in
price. A new find had dropped the price and 1 0ok a
chance that no morc would be found. I was wrong. As
more and more of these “scarce” numbers turned up, prices
went down ro present levels. I paid three or four times as
much. The dealer from whom | bought them has never
suggested a refund.

When I bought those strips I felt there was a good possi-
bility that this was a “now or never” situation, and I went

|
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in with my eyes wide open. Sure I was disappoinced as the
price dropped. But I am not begrudging the fact that the
decision to buy at the advertised prices was mine. [ lost
money on this deal. Too bad! But I've made money on oth-
ers, and the dealer has not come back and asked me for
more money, so | guess it all evens out.

I'm sorry [ misled you on this. I have no quarrei wich
new-issue policics. My comments were directed toward the
sudden “discoverics” of stocks of obsolete issues. Sorry!

George E. Kuhn

Leesburg, Fla.

Why make me out to be a criminal?

Why is Ken Lawrence always writing libelous ardicles
about me? In this latest artide ( TPN July 1993) the follow-
ing words occur: “illegal,” “violation,” “ripoffs,” “debase,”
“scam,” “rogues,” “felony,” and “mountebank.” (I had 10
loak that last one up in the dictionary!)

Like it ar not, the 1984 and 1985 Redwood City Post-
master’s Provisional handstamps were used with permission
of the Redwood City postmaster AND Washington, D.C.
If any person has any problems wich the use of the 1984 or
1985 handstamps, lec’s pur those problems at the door of
the authorizing agency, not the person who was granced
permission.

Perhaps it is easier to paint the owner of a small seed
company as an alleged criminal than o try to admit w a
more frightening socictal picture. The appearance of mod-
ern postmaster provisionals, if legitimate, may be evidence
of a sociery not functioning at 100%. A breakdown oc-
curred in 1984 and 1985 when cwo simple items could not
be supplied—the proper postage stamps when rates were
raised. If there are signs of breakdown, we can be fearful or
we can be crearive, bur let’s not shoot the messenger just
because we don't like the message.

My wife and I are pleased to bc giving away our endre
callecrion of 1984 and 1985 covers to interested collecrors,
and there are sdll some left. To obrain a cover, just follow
the directions at the end of Lawrence’s July article.

Craig and Sue Dremann

Redwoaod City Seed Co,

In reply (by Ken Lawrence): Craig Dremann dupcd Linns
into reporring his phony “postmaster’s provisionals” back
in 1984. He sull hasn't explaincd why someonc with no in-
terest in stamp collecting, as he pretends to be, created
hundreds of extra catalogs mailed to himself and to a
stamp dealer, and then sent a news release promoting them
to Linns. Recendy he rried to sucker Linns again, hoping
he could get another round of publicity for his covers. This
time Linns recognized what he was up to and declined to
take the bair. That's when he resorred o Plan B and ran
his offer in Coil Line.

Rob Washburn, Dremann’s main sponsor among PNC col-
lectors, ought to advise Dremann to thank me for the pub-
licity I gave him in 7PN and Linni. After all, Rob’s a law-
yer. He knows the important thing is char [ spelled their

names right,



112

The Plate Number, September 1993

‘Provisional’ + a numbered Hansom Cab

| took advantage of an ofkr in Co#l Line. The owner of
Redwood City Seed Co. offered to send a caver bearing the
0.1¢ Postmaster Provisional handscamp.

I must admit I was properly impressed with the cover [
received: a very attractive 61/2- by 9V/3-inch envelope bear-
ing a numbered 10.9¢ precancel and a green Redwood
handstamp tying the coil to the cover. Have others report-
ed on the covers they received?

Ed Gould
Roscommmon, Mich.

The most difhicult gaps
What are the 25 toughest precance| gaps?
J. Ron Edwards, M.D.
Raleigh, N.C.

In reply (by Dr. Robert Rabinowirz): Any answer must be
prefaced by the warning that many gaps have only been
found on used singles, never as mint strps.

These are my picks for oughest, although there may be
mare than 25:

3de 12.. LN
LI SO ——— 3R. 4L
52¢  1-2 AL
5 T ——— 3R, 1L, LN, 1 1/2L,4L
LS S—" o 4L
59¢ 34 1L, IR, SR(1L has never been reported 1o TPN)
3¢ 12 2R
93¢ 1.2 - 4 1/12R
b1 T 1R, 6R/L, 2R, 4L
10.9¢  34... : 3L
12¢ o SR 5L
17¢ ER 1.1 S— SR
b . OO — 4R
5-6BA... 5R,
5-7C... 6R/L

Large and small tagging blocks

We spoke briefly on the phonc a few months ago about
large and small block tagging on the 920-subject version of
the A Press. You misunderstood what I said. You report me
on Page 78 of TPN saying both size tagging blocks are
found on the left or right panes. This information is in er-
ror. For those values with floating plate numbers that I
have scen with both sizes of tagging blocks, the large tag-
ging block is found only on right panes.

Robert Kugel
Norwalk, Conn.

In reply (by Steve Esrati): It was not that [ misunder-
stood you, but that I wrote what you said very badly. I did
not intend to say that both sizes of tagging blocks were
found on right and lcft panes, buc that it was possible to
have one size on the left and another size on the right.

That indigo White House stamp

1 am the person mentoned in the Linns article [about
the Ainding of an indigo 29¢ Flag over the White House].
Unfortunately, che May 24 Linns article caused some con-
fusion. I received just two rolls of unusual color. 1 called

one indigo and the other navy bluc. The one pictured in
Linns looks more like the navy bluc and nothing like the
indigo.

The indigo roll is blacker but lighter; the navy blue roli is
bluer bue darker,

The indigo roll was slic [for destruction] as described in
Linn¥, the navy blue roll was intact. It is my opinion that
the indigo roll is far more significant becausc it is almost
black, and someone obviously tried to destroy ic.

My present price for the indigo is $200 a pair or $1,800
for a plate-number [Plate 6] strip.

Ron Kronheim
Rira Kay Quality Stamps
Staten Island, N.Y.

What is contamination?

I have unnumbered strips of cight of the indigo varicty of
the 29¢ Flag over White Housc (the longest surviving un-
numbered strip because the remainder of the coil was
broken down) and of the navy bluc varicty.

They appear to be two distinctly different colors (what
the fAinder calls indigo appears almost black) and are being
examined by BER

My question is about ink contamination. It is my under-
standing that contaminaton occurs when one or more col-
ors mix together during princing, not before.

In the case of the White House coil, BEP used an addi-
tional roller to prevent contamination on the initial press
run (Linns, July 27, 1992).

If the ink is improperly made before arrival at the printer,
it seems to me that the ink wouid have to be the wrong
color before printing began. IF that is the case, then these
varieties would have to be true errors of color.

Since the White House is a rwo-color samp(blue and
red), these two colors would have produced violet or pur-
ple, and definitely not navy blue or black. Please advise if |
am correct.

Wayne Meyers
Flagstaff, Anz.

In reply. We'll not comment on the navy blue varieties ac
all, because all White House stamps run in a wide range of
blues.

But Meyers is correct on the indigo. It cannot be the re-
sult of color contamination on press. It may be like the
Toledo browns, where the ink was just plain bad. But we,
like Meyers, will have to await BEPS determination of what
caused the printing of the indigo samps. Unfortunately,
the Bureau, too, has experienced staff cuts, and there’s go-
ing 1o be a long wait.

Just to be on the safe side, however, we will stick our
necks out on the indigo. As shown in Mr. Kronheim’s let-
ter above, all the indigo stamps were slit lengthwise by the
pressmen to assure destruction. (This is probably because
the pressmen knew they were printing with the wrong
ink.)

If they're not slit, we'd be awfully suspicious of stamps
that were offered as the indigo variety. The usual expertiza-
tion procedurcs would hardly work because the “expers”
would not yet have comparison matcrial. #



USPS selling FDCs

Continued from Page 107

sured Toutant that no decision had been made on sales of FDCs
by the saies division and thal il a decision were to be made, there
would be a flood of publicity to the public and to cachet makers.

“But I'm hearing about this first from you,” Toutant said when
called by 7PN in July.

The USPS announcemnent (News Release 49) was dated June 28,
but was received at TPN on July 9. Linn's and Stamp Collecior,
which pet faxed news releases, received the information a week
earlier.

Similarly, Toutant is concemned about not getting timely infor-
mation about impending new issnes so he can plan production.
When he heard that a $2.90 priority mail stamp would be issued
around June 3, he was assured by the Postal Service’s Robin
Minard that it was indeed being issued, but not until much later.
Toulant relaxed.

The stamp was issued June 3.

Late announcements cause problems to cachet makers. They
have o commission, design, print, prepare, and distribute the
covers and siill meet the mailing deadlines put out by the Postal
Service, usually 30 days after the day of issue.

Artmaster requested a 60-day limit on several starps that have
been issned withoul prior notice and was granted the extension,
but Toutant was told that the extension wonld be for ail collec-
tors—who alsa had to rush their preparations to meet the 30-day
deadline.

“But they never announced the extensions o collectors,” Tou-
tant said. “And we’re having a hard time getting good informa-
tdon. We used to have people in Washington we could call, We
still do, but there doesn’t seem to be anyone who knows any-
thing,"”

His most serious recent problem with the Poslal Service was
about UvMs. The sales division limited the number of stamps
dealers could buy. It took Toulant months 1 get enough stamps
lo prepare FDCs.

Then he tried using up some scrap. He took mail to the Louis-
ville, Ky., post office where the clerk told him the stamps were
no good until he proved it by having her look them up in a Post-
al Rulietin,

A few months ago, Artmaster sent out its slatements using
UVM scrap. A posial inspector in Cincinnati sent one back with a
threatening letter about the use of “forged” stamps,

To illustrate Toutant’s point that “there doesn’t seem 10 be
anyone who knows anything,” we are printing the entire USPS
news release. See for yourseif at the upper right of this page.

*
WE SURVIVED YHE FLOOD OF THE CENTURYY
All our stamps are dry and securel

Wa have recsived mony concerned calls from customers, and
want o reassure that cur store is in no danger from
ﬂ-ﬂoedme-wllleonrmuotopmwdnywwnh high-
quality stomps and good service. Our mail service was not in-
drrupied. Your orders W*:Tn:,'w:v mndu:nd“m
out beforn
ull::nr.d‘ oﬁnn}’o?'lub and ﬂlcnk’;cu for y:u:t:dms. °

1700 Universily, Suile 204, W. Det Moinss, LA 50268-1451
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FDCs to be sold by Postal Service
WASHINGTON (June 28, 1993)—If you’d like a memento from the ca-
roezs of Joe Louis or seven legends of rock and roll, or a souvenir from hit
Broadway chows like “My Fair Lady," “Oktshoma,” “Porgy and Bess,” and
“Show Boat,” the Postal Servicn can help,

As an eatengion of ciforts 1o broaden the hobby of stamp callecting, the
Postal Sexvice’s Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center (PFSC) has begun
selling cailectible First Day Covers by mail and phone order.

A Fimt Day Cover is an envelope with a samp and an official fina-day-
of-issue canceilation on it, FDCs are highly caliectible itemns popular among
stamp collectors because they show the date and city [whero] a stamp was
first put on saie. The Postal Sexvice’s covers will be available for sil com-
memoTative stamps issued after June 1, 1993, “The offering of FDCs 15 ¢
natural exiention of cur efforts 1o bring stamp collecting to new sudiences,”
said Michuel Spates, Manager, Stamp Dristribution and Acquisition.
*“Uniil this product was developed, individuals desiring fimi-day cancella-
tions provided their awn envelopes to the Postal Service 10 have the cancel-
ntion apphed. The envelopes had to bs muiled in 2 second envelope sd-
| to the pc of the city where the stump was issued. It makes
senus for us 10 offer a simpler altemative 16 the many new collectors who
4re becoming interested in the hobby of stamp coliecting,” added Spaes,
In addition to the FDCs being offered by the Posial Service, many privates
companies will continue 1o offer “cachet™ envelopes. These are different
from the Postal Service's covers in that cacheu usuaily feswure an ilustra-
ton relating 1o the stamp subject, in addition 10 the stamp and fimt-day can-
cellation,
Customers will still have the option of buying new stamps at local post
offices, affixing them to their own envelapes, and mailing them in for can-
cellation. Beginning with samps issued afier Aug. 1, 1993, individuals will

no longer be sble to mail in blank envelopes wilhout stamps already affixed
to obain cancellations.

The price of the FDCs will vary with the denomination and number of
stamps affixed. A 1ypical FDC for a single-subject commemorstive (29¢) is-
sue will sell for 50 cenis. The covers will remain on sale for at least 90 days
after each stamp is iseved.

Each cover will have an sdditional catalog number and will be offsred in
the quarterly cataiog produced by the PFSC, ltem numbcrs lnd ordering in-
structions will alao appear in the news rel

Nawr ﬂckcn 49 (meod at PN J’u!y Q)
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New Finds
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Continued from Page {07
the whole number (for example, $1).

= Denominations greater than $1.00
with additional cents are represented by
the dollar sign,followed by the whole-
dollar number, a decimal point, and then
the two digits for the cenls (for example,
£2.95).

Muliiple designs, same series

When 8 denomination exists on more
than one design within the same series,
one to three alphabetic chamcters will be
added 10 the right of the denomination.
These characters will relate to the subject
of the stamp, and preferably be the initial
letters of the words appearing on the
stamp. This is a2 modification first intro-
duced into his price lists by ED Denson.
The additional letlers provide distinctive
catalog numbers and act as & mnemonic
device 10 recall which number represents
which stamp. To illustrate, let's look at
the S¢ stamps from the Transporation Se-
ries. The new numbers are:

+ 5¢ Motorcycie—TsM {(old number 5T)

= 5¢ Milkk Wagon—T3sMwW (old number
5TX)

« 5¢ Circus Wagon—T5CW (old number
5TY) :

« 5¢ Canoe—T5C (old number 5TZ)

The added letters relate to the stamp de-
sign instead of the nondescriptive X, Y,
and Z of the old numbering system. The

new characters allow greater flexibility-

and are more intuitively remembered.

In cases where BEP moved producticn of
Transportation coils from the aging Cot-
well presses to the newer B press, a capi-
lalized B enciosed in parentheses will fol-
low the denomination or the mnemonic
identifier, if applicable. The “B" 1eplaces
the “R™ suffix in the old numbering sys-
tem.

The plate or sleeve number

The third major component of each new
PNC Caialog number is the plale (sleeve,
or cylinder combination) number. A hy-
phen separates the plate number from the
series code, the denomination, and if re-
quired, the mnemonic identifier, The plate
number is shown as it appears on the
stamp, including ail plate number prefixes
such as A or S, which indicate that the
stamp was produced outside BEP. For ex-
ample, BEP's intaglic-printed version of
the 29¢ Flag over Mount Rushmore from
sleeve 1 is listed as F29MR-1, and ABN's
gravure-prinied version from the first cyl-
inder combination is listed as F29MR-
Alllil.
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NC Catalog numbers simplified

Identifying suffixes

The following suffixes are added to the
right side of the plate number component
of some PNC Catalog numbers to indi-
cate major varieties;

P—-A capital P indicates that the catalog
number is for the precanceled (overprint-
ed or service-inscribed) version of a
stamp that also exists in an unprecanceled
(tagged) version. Precanceled stamps not
available in unprecanceled form do not
require the P suffix.

a, b, c—These lower-case leutars are
used in addition to a P suffix to note the
three styles of the “PRESORTED FIRST-
CLASS" precanceling mats used on BEP's
Cottreil press 803. When the se-tenant va-
rieties appear in a strip showing the pre-
cancel gap, the cataiog number indicates
the style as “ab” or “ba” in the order of
appearance from left to right.

blk—This suffix indicates that the
stamp had block tagging applied over the
printed image. Tagged stamps only is-
sued with block tagging do not require
this suffix.

When this suffix appears 10 the right of
a “P" (for precanceled), il indicates that
the precancel was prinied in black ink.
To dale, this suffix is only required to dif-
ferentiate between the black and red over-
printed precancels from plate 2 of the
10.1¢ Oil Wagon. The black precancel
from plate 2 is listed as Ti01-2Pbk. This
suffix is not required on precancels thal
were only printed with black ink.

ot—This suffix indicates that the stamp
had tagging applied afier the stamp’s im-
age was printed, and which was intended
to completely cover the entire surface of
the stamps. Because of voids in the appli-
cation roller or improper alignment of the
application roller, some overall tagged
stamps dispiay uniagged areas. Some
stamps that were intended to have overall
tagging exist without any trace of phos-
phorescent taggant. These completely un-
lagged stamps are considered produciion
errors, which are major varieties of the
normal tagged stamp. Tagged stamps that
were only issued with overall tagging do
not require this suffix.

perf—This suffix indicates that a stamp
has normal, round-hole perforations.
Starmps that were only produced with
such perforations do not require this
suffix.

phos—This suffix indicates that the
stamp was printed on paper that had phos-
phorescent tagging on the paper prior 1o
printing the stamp image. Unlike overall

tagging, which is applied after the stamp
is printed, this type of tagging is applied
during production of the paper. This type
of paper is rcferred w as “pre-
phosphored,” “phosphored,” or “phos-
phorcoated.” The tagging is present
across the entire surface of the paper with
no untagged areas. Tagged stamps that
were only produced on prephosphored
paper do not require this suffix.

red—This suffix is used in conjunction
with a P (for precanceled) to indicale that
the precancel was printed in red ink. To
date, this suffix is only required to differ-
entiate between the black and red over-
printed precancels from the 10.1¢ Oil
Wagon. The red precancels from plate 2
and 3 of the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon are listed as
T10.1-2Pred and T10.1-3Pred, respectively.
This suffix is not required on precancels
that were printed only with red ink.

slit—This suffix indicates that a stamp
was rouietred,

unt—This suffix indicales that the un-
precanceled stamp was intentionally pro-
duced without tgging. It shouid only be
used on unprecanceled stamps that also
exist in a tagged form. This suffix should
not be used to note untagged errors. Un-
precanceled stamps that were produced
only without tagging do not require this
suffix.

zip—To dalte, this suffix is only needed
for the “Nonprofit 5-Digit ZIP+4" service
inscription on the 7.1¢ Tracwor stamp. It
is used in conjunction with a “P" 1o indi-
cate the changed precancel (service in-
scription). The 7.1¢ Tractor stamp with
this inscription is listed as T7.1-1Pzp.
Stamps with the original “Nonprofit Org.”
inscription are listed as T7.1-1P.

In addition o the suffixes listed above,
specialists may add a notation to the right
of the PNC Calalog number indicating
the location of a particular precancel gap
or vertical tagging break. The notation
should foliow the distinct conventions de-
veloped for noting the locations of pre-
cancel gaps and tagging breaks and be en-
closed within brackets ([ ). This type of
notaton (for example, [IL)) is wused
throughout the catalog to identify precan-
cel gap and vertical tagging break loca-
tions,

[TPN note: In addition there may be
suffixes for dull (“dull™ and shiny
(“glos”) gum.

[This summary was prepared before
final editing of the catalog and may
change before publication.] O
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Fun with a UV lial
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Of ‘Railroad Tracks,” ‘Wrinkles,” and ‘Golden Lines’

By ED Denson

1 got new batteries for my shortwave UV
light and began looking at some PNCS as [
was filling orders. Here's the news for the
expanding world of pNC UV philately.

Tagging on T4S-1 and T45-2

The first stamps { looked at were Ta§-1
and T45-2 (Plates 1 and 2 of the 4¢ Stage-
coach). A footnote ort Page 135 of the
1991 Plate Number Coil Calalog slates
that these two suips and some others can
be found with horizontal untagged lines
visible under UV which come from press

RAILROGAD TRACKS—Shaded area is
smoothly tagged. Horizontal line is
untagged.

wear while precanceling. These lines cor-
respond 10 the precancel lines in use in
the early PNC period.

The real trick is to find copies of T4s-1
and T45-2 without such bars. They come
strong or faint, one, two, or three, bul
they come quite often, | examined my
Aug. 19, 1982, FDCs of these two PNCs
and found these lines on five of the six [
have, including one unofficial FDC. As an
aside, let me say that these FDCs were ai-
most certainly made up within 60 days of
the release of the stamps and should,
therefore, represent the first printing. The
unolficial FDC, of course, was made up
with stamps available on the first day of
issue, So these lines existed from the
start.

What then are copies without the lines?
Two ideas occur to me.

« The wear did not occur evenly on the
press and portions of the plate do not
show it. This wonid mean that each revo-
lution of the plales created some stamps
with the lines and some withont, but
mostly with.

»There was a second printing after the
press was fixed.

I"'m inclined toward the first theory. One
reason is that 1 have some T4s-1 and T45-2
covers from 1987-89 and three out of the
four of them show the lines. If there had
been a second printing with flat, even tag-
ging and no lines, | wonid expect it to
dominate such late usages.

Tentative conclusions:

There are two fundamental tagging va-
rieties on T4s-1 and T45-2. The majority of
these stamps will show the precancel
wear lines under Uv. A small percentage,
say 20%, will not.

The no-wear tagging appears as a flat,
even overall tagging.

There exist a number of varieties of the
precancel wear lines. So far, all the varie-
ties have parallel lines 12mm apart.

= Two casily visible lines T45-1 and
T4S-2.

« Weak 10p line, no bouom line ~ T48-1

+ Weak 10p line, faint botwom T45.2

+ Thick top line, normai bottom =~ T4S8-2

» Three lines* Tas-1

= Nolincs T48-2

* The three lines are st the very wp, center, and
very bottom of the stamp. Neither the top nor the
botom line is whally on the stamp. Rather, it’s like
1 split plate nambesz. | have a copy of a 5.9¢ precan-
cel that also shaws this throe-line panem.

Hypothesis

The wear is uneven on the plate and
these differences are constant at their po-
sitions on the plate. If this is true, then
collectors examining their T45-15 and T4s-
2s will find copies of each of the varieties
1 have described if they look at emough
stamps. Actoally, about one out of every
18 should show any one variety.

Tagging on T45-3 and T45-4

Plates 3 and 4 were presumably printed
at the same time as T4s-1 and Tas-2. All
four plate numbers were released together
and are found on FDCs. Because two
plates filled up one press, perhaps Plates 3
and 4 were printed on a second press. In
any event, they come with two kinds of
tapging, and no wear lines.

[Editor's note; BEP plate-activity reports
did not specify the press used to print
Plates 1 and 2. But the reporis show that
Plates 3 and 4 were being printed on
Press 803, the precancel press that was
used to print tagged stamps after the 1985
fire.

[Since no lagging breaks have ever been
found on Plates 3 and 4, this would indi-

cale that Press 803 was capable of print-
ing tagged stamps before the fire, a very
unlikely possibility. What is more prob-
able is that Plates 3 and 4 (which exist as
precancels) were on record as being print-
ed on Press 803 as precancels, and the
data were erroncously used for the unpre-
canceled, tagged stamps.}

Type I tagging has wrinkles

Type I is “wrinkled” tagping. It has
many irregular vertical cracks in it that
tend to appear golden. The effect is one
resembling cracked paint, or of a wrin-
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WRINKLES—Shaded area is tagged
in wrinkled pattern. Between the
wrinkles, area may be purple or gold-
en. This computer-drawn pattern for
the wrinkles is cansiderably more
reqular than the real wrinkles, but
the best TPN can do.

LI 4

kled piece of cloth being used as a back-
drop. Perhaps the mat was wearing out,
Some of these stamps have a wanderful,
bright golden color under UV. About
67%~175% of the used T45-3 and T454 [
have are Type 1. There are three varieties
of note:

+ Golden lines—The effect is of a gold-
en underlayer showing through the wrin-
kles or cracks. The bright gold is the ex-
reme of this.

» Purple lines—The effect is of a purple
underlayer, like the borders of block-
tagged stamps. These are duller than the
golden ones, but clearly distinct from the
flat tagging. | find less purple than gold,
but it is in the order of 60 to 40, not dra-
matically different.

« Spilled purple—This may be the top
row of the plate. | have many numbered
strips and two unnumbered sirips on an
FDC bearing T4S-3 or T45-4 that show this



phenomenon. The top half of the stamp is
purple, with an irregular border—the ef-
fect of a spill of liquid. The botom half
of the stamp shows the golden lines. This
is A constant variety as my examples on
cover did not originate from the same
source as my mint examples.

1 have discussed this variety with
Wayne Youngblood, a fellow member of
the PNC Swdy Groop and author of
Stamps That Glow, and believe it is the
one he calis the “blazing Stagecoach.” [
like Iis name better. In any event, the por-
ple is the untagged paper showing where
the taggant did not print. | have found a
pair of T454 shawing a simnilar purple
area Across the bottom, which I suspect is
the bottom of the web,

Some strips also show purpie spots on
them.

I have seen two strips of six, one T45-3
and one T45-4, which showed the same
rather dramatic patterns of spots and
lines. Laying one above the other shows
that the pattern is consistent throughout
the roll. But there’s more. The pattern on
one sirip had & major feature (a large un-
tagged sploich looking like a purpie lake)
at 3R. On the other strip that featre is
just to the right of the joint line on 1R.

That reminds me of precancel gaps,
which mave in relation to the plate num-
ber, and biock tagging shifts in which the
block slip out of alignment. I conclude
that these patierns are relatively constant,
but their position from roll to roll may not
be. I'd like to see a roll of T4s-3 and T454
to see if the patterns vary within the roil.

{Editor's note: In speaking of move-
ment of precancel gaps, ED (he says that's
how his name is spelled) is not taiking
about a gap that is known at 2L, 1L, on
the joint ling, 1R, etc. That, the PNC
Study Group believes, is a function of the
reiationship berween the precancel mat
and the printing cylinder when the press
starts up. What ED is referring to is the
sort of thing noticed by Howard Moser,
TPN, January 1992, where the position of
the precancel gap shifts from the perfs
into the adjacent stamp.

[Kim Cuniberti says such movement of
the precancel gap is probably caused by a
certain amount of flopping around of the
tagging mats on press.

[But as to the tagging, we musl temem-
ber that tagging was applied on Cottrell
Presses 801, 802, and 804 by a seamiess
steel roller. The Study Group does not
know the circumference of this roller and
has not calculaled the repeat intervai on
such fealures as the “purple lake” de-
scribed by ED.

[On Press 803, which lacked a tagging
roller because it was used only for precan-
cels before the BEP fire, precancel mats

|
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were later made into lagging mats, but we
are not concerned with that here.]

There also appears to be either a golden
or a blue-white cast to the top layer of
taggant. So we have a foreground of blue
or gold and a background that shows
through the cracks as gold or purple.

Assuming that the tagging cracks or
wrinkles are constant—and it appears to
me that they might well be—then plating
should be possible on Plates 3 and 4.

Type II tagging is flat

Type il is a featureless, smooth, overall
lagging. It appears to be the same tagging
as was found on T45-i and T4S-2 without
the wear lines. It also resembles the tag-
ging on T45-i and T4S-2 around the wear
lines. In other words, this is the primary
tagging found on Plates 1 through 4, bul
it is rare on Plates 3 and 4.

FDCs bearing T45.3 and T4S-4 are far
more common than those bearing T45-1
and T4s-2. | examined 20 FDCs from eight
differant makers. Almost all are Type I,
showing wrinkled lagging. One shone
like gold. Of those 20 covers, I found
only one showing Type Il tagging.

My hypotheses:

The stamps were first issued with a
wrinkled tagging, which was appiied by
cylinders that wer¢ breaking up. Some-
time later, a new tagging cyiinder was
made that was smooth and [eamreless,
giving us the flat tagging of T45-3 and T4S-
4. Or vice-versa, thal is that the fat-
tagging cylinder broke up and became
the wrinkled one.

I have found one variation throughout
the study of PNCs, and that is that some
appear blue-white under UV, and others
appear yellow-gold. Wayne Youngblood
offers the explanation that the difference
is not in the lagging but in the paper on
which the stamps were printed. In this
theory, the blue-white appearance is
caused by optical brighteners in the paper
that are exciled in unfiltered short-wave
UV that is leaking some visible light or
long-wave UV.

[Editor’s note: Joann Lenz noticed this
difference on the block-tagged 25¢ Flag
over Yosemite stamps. When a group of
PNCers tried 10 compare her findings
around my desk, we found that all Uv
lights do not emit the same UV, This left
only the Scoit UV lamp capable of dis-
ceming all the nuances. Lighthouse re-
leased its filter only after this was report-
ed in TPN.]

The amount of brightener in the paper
varies, perhaps by maker, perhaps by
batch, with the result that some strips are
very hard to classify as ecither blue-white

or gold. {Editor's nate: It gets easier wilh
a fillered UV source.] One can probably
establish a spectrum of examples.

1 was, at first, discouraged by the spec-
trum effect. When [ cannot classify strips
as belonging to one variety of another, it
tends lo make me doubt the distinction’s
existence. However, the approach | am
now taking is that there are three kinds:
blue-white, gold, and intermediate. | seek
examples that are clearly blue-white or
gold and am leaving the intermediates for
later.

However, | am having difficulty work-
ing this theory into what | see on the Type
[ (wrinkled tagging) on T45-3 and T4S4.
The breaks show up as either purple—
which I take o be untagged paper show-
ing through—or glowing gold. If the
glowing gold is the paper, which paper is
i?

1 cannot reconcile that glow with un-
brightened paper, and yet I'm associating
the brightening with blue-while tagging.
Any further information from readers
would be useful.

Conclusions

I conclude that these two fundamental
tagging types existed from the first re-
lease of these stamps, hence from the first
printing. I would guess that near the end
of the mun someone realized that the tag-
ging mat that produced the wrinkled tag-
ging was worn oul, replacing it with a
new mat that produced flat tagging. If this
is so, this is the equivalent of a plate
change, albeil without a number, and is an
important variety.

Tagging on T45-5 and T48-6

Plates 5 and 6 were first sent to press in
June 1985, presumably because Plates 3
and 4 were no longer usable (Plates 1 and
2 had been canceled in 1982). Their iag-
ging represents developments 21/, years
later than that of T4S-1-T45-4 {or at least
the first printings). 1 found these in two
types, as well.

« Type 1 was flat, and appears 1o be the
same as the flat tagging found on Tas-1-4
except that it has a siight “wiped™ appear-
ance, giving it a bit more mouling.

«Type Il gives the overall effect of
many evenly spaced, horizontal lines,
much like laid paper. These do not appear
10 be wear lines, and may be the underly-
ing paper itself showing throngh. I have
found onc exampie, on cover. i'm very in-
terested in seeing another example.

[Editor’ s note: Most of the stock of T4s-
5 and T43-6 in cotlectors’ hands is from
the second, July 1985, printing. Most of
the first printing was used up on relurn
covers sent oul by the Disabled American

Fiease turn to next page
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Postal Service responds to queries

Continued from Page 107

waste was found, how it escaped destruc-
tion, how much waste had been found,
what legal proceedings the Postal Inspec-
tion Service initiated against the finder of
the waste and against the dealer who re-
sold the waste, and any other pertinent de-
tail I cannot list because I am barred from
the source of the information,

Answer: ABN's gravure printer, Multi-
Color of Scotsburg, Ind., did the initial
printing of the Fishing Boat. The press
waste, spoiled web rolls that contained
blocked adhesive, were disposed of at a
municipal incinerator in Indianapolis.

The blocked rolls [Editor’'s note: This
probably means rolls that were stuck to-
gether] were sawed into slabs approxi-
mately four inches thick, mixed with mu-
nicipal trash, and passed into the
incinerator. The material takes anywhere

Denson on tagging
Continued from previous page

Veterans although D. John Shultz, then a
PNC dealer, had a supply of them. The
maost notable difference between the two
printings was that the first was well cen-
tered while the second was quite bad. |

More work

Naturally, I'd be pleased o hear from
collectors with further examples or infor-
mation about these matters. Here are the
ilems of particular interest. [ am willing
10 buy or trade for them, and would like
to know about them in any case.

+T48-1 and T45.2 showing the same
line patterns { have noted.

» T45-1 and T4S-2 showing other line pat-
terns,

= Any T45-1-T48-6 with a cut (split) plate
number, but no plate number at the top
becsuse it is from the top row.

= Any T45-1-T45-6 with a cut number af
the wp bul no-number at the bottom.
(Does this exist?)

» A full or partiai roll of T4s-3 and T45-4
showing wrinkled tagging.

Postseripts

1 have Plais 3 of the 5.9¢ Bicycle with
the horizontal breaks in the tagging that
was footnoted after T45<4 on Page 15 of
the 1991 catalog. This appears 10 be a
new discovery.

! also have T3.4-1 and T3.4-2 with a simi-
lar variety. The tagging on these is almost
entirely purple, but the two horizontal
lines are gold. [

from 6 to 12 hours to cycle through the
incinerator. The resulting ash and non-
combustible material is gjecied inlo a wa-
ter bath to extinguish any sparks and con-
trol fly ash.

This material is then transported by con-
veyor to an ash heap that is, in tmn,
hauled to a landfill.

Earlier tests had indicated that the prod-
uct would be totally consumed in this pro-
cess. Apparently the material that was re-
covered became insulated in the
incinerator, was not totally consumed,
and was passed on to the landfill.

The destruction and disposal operation
was under the control of and witmessed by
private security guards and Postal Service
répresentatives.

As n resuit of this unsatisfactory de-
struction, ail private printers’ waste is
now destroyed on site by shredding or
pulverizing to less than .25 inches.

The information regarding who found
this charred waste and where il was 1e-
covered will have to come from the In-
spection Service.

[Editor's rote: The Stamp Acquisition
spokesperson supplied TPN with the
name and telephone number of someone
to call at the Inspection Service, The
name was wrong. When reached, this per-
son in Washington knew nothing about
the doings in Indiana and referred 7PN to
the Detroit office, which covers Indiana.
The Detroit office’s public information
officer tried valiantly, but could find noth-
ing in any way connected with the dump-
sier<diving story that resulted in the
finding of printer's wasle of imperforale
and gumless 19¢ Fishing Boats.]

» The 29¢ Happy New Year Stamp

When this stamp was first printed, it did
not meet the USPS specifications for PMUs
(phosphor meter units). Before the gag
rule was applied, | was told that ABN
asked USPS for permission to apply block
tagging on the offset press 1o the stamps
that had aiready been printed. That per-
mission was granted, 1 was told.

Now [ need 10 know the following:

a. Which plates were printed with a re-
turn to the offset press for the addition of
the offset tagging block?

b. Which piates were printed with the
offset tagging block applied on the offset
press before the printing of the intaglio
portion?

c. What caused the exisience of stamps
in which the offset tagging block is entire-
ly missing? Were these printed before the
problem was foond? Are they errors in
which the tagging biock failed to print?

Answer: This stamp was printed on pre-
phosphored paper. After printing, it was
found that the heavy ink laydown caused
marginally acceptable PMU levels. All
product was teinspected. Isolated produc-
don iots that were found to be low were
overcoated or tagged with additional
phosphor w bring them up lo spe-
cification.

All production iots were screened and
processed in this manner.

The inspection records do not identify
specific plate numbers or quantities for
this operation.

All products shipped were phosphor-
tagged to meet UsPS-specified levels for
optimum mailstream operations.

TPN comment: This answer flies in the
face of what we see on the stamps.

We now know that intaglio plates 2 and
3 are the ones in which offset block tag-
ging was applied afier the intaglio print-
ing had been compieted. This makes the
rooster's feather shiny. These command a
premium.

On intaglio plates 1, 4, and 5 an addi-
tional station was added on the offset
press, which printed a tagging block on
the prephosphored paper. That placed the
intaglio on top of the offset lagging block.
These are common.

There is no question whatsoever of
“isolated production lots” being found de-
fective and being run through for more
tagging. All were run through again, ex-
cept those that were left without the offset
tagging block in error, making these
stamps a genuine color-missing error.

Plates without an offset tagging block
are extremely rare with smail finds, a total
of less than 27 panes, in Michigan and
Chicago. These stamps show very little
agging.

What's more, all stamnps found without
the tagging block show plate numbers
usvally seen with the intagiio on top.
Those stamps could only be the result of
taggant-starvation in the offset lagging
station.

What does this have o do with PNCs?
Several readers have asked and the fol-
lowing is our reason for going into this:

On stamps such as the 25¢ Honeybee
and the “F° stamps, the ink overlay is
quite heavy. Now that we are in the era of
prephosphored and phosphor-coated pa-
pers, such heavy ink averlays can cause
insufficient tagging. We are boend to en-
counter a phenomenon similar to the Hap-
Py New Year stamp on some future PNC.
It is best to be aware beforehand.

But above and beyond that, since the
Postal Service has barred newsmen from



speaking to printers, the information that
comes back to us through the Postal Ser-
vice must be compared to what we se¢ on
the stamps. In this instance we find the in-
formation given 1o us o be wrong.

= The printing of the Cherokee Strip
stamp.

This stamp has been printed on unphos-
phored paper on which tagging was ap-
plied on press and on prephosphored
paper. Please list the plate numbers that
were printed on unphosphored paper and
the plate numbers that were printed on
prephosphored paper.

Answer; Mr. Esratl is mistaken on the
subject of untagged paper being nsed an
this issue. All records are complete and
show prephosphored paper throughout for
all printing plates. There were no post-
phosphor applications on this issue.

TPN comment: We asked about this
becanse Carol Morehouse found what
looked like a vertical tagging break on a
pane from Adjadad, [ had not seen the
stamp. After getting this answer, Mrs.
Morehouse sent the pane. USPS is correct,
the paper is prephosphored. Examination
by Wayne Youngblood shows that this
pane was not overall tagged. The “iagging
break™ is from the edge of the roller that
applied the phosphor coating.

» The printing of untagged 19¢ Fishing
Boats.

Wayne Youngblood says he was told by
ABN (via your office) that the paper on
which the unwmgged Fishing Boats were
printed was the wrong paper.

I need o know the following: ‘

a. Was the outside of the roll marked
*Prephosphored Paper?”

Answer: No. Rolls of paper are iden-
tified on the outside only by lot numbers.
Lot numbers are waceable w mill test re-
ponts and receiving inspection records
that verify phosphor levels.

b. Il it was nol so marked, how did it
come into use on the Fishing Boat?

Answer: The pressman failed to verify
the lot number on all rolls of paper used
to print this issue. A roll of paper from
another issue [(Nole: Please see “Com-
ment” below] being staged for printing
was intermixed and inadvertently used.
Corrective actions have been laken by the
printer that will prevent r=currence of this
problem. Each roli of paper is now retest-
od and recorded as it is set up for printing.

TPN commenti: We had compared the
untagged Fishing Boat's paper with all
existing stamps. We ruled out that the
Fishing Boats were printed on E&S paper.
We concluded that the stamps had been

printzed on a roll of prephosphored paper
Incking sufficient tagging.
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Wayne Youngblood is still of that opin-
ion because of the tiny phosphor traces
fornd on all the untagged Fishing Boats.
He was wold these were caused by phos-
phors sticking to the press. “But a huge
nomber of untagged Fishing Boats were
printed,” Youngblood said, “and those
phosphor remnants should have wom off
afier a while, They didn’t. | think it's a
defective roll of phosphor-coated paper.”

1 agreed with that line of thinking,
which Youngblood repeated after the
above response from USPS.

But my method was wrong because |
could not compare the Fishing Boat paper
to paper of stamps aiready printed but not
yet issued, such as the “G” stamps. Mi-
chael Schreiber, writing in Linr's, at-
tempted to say that the untagged Fishing
Boats were printed on paper used to print
the “G" stamps inlended 1 be used by
nonprofit mailers (although we do not
quite know why a stamp would be needed
to replace the 5¢ Canoe, aiso a generic
precancel). Schreiber read his story 1w
Kelly Keough at ABN, but she replied: “I
have 1o refer you to Robin Minard. I can't
comment. [ wish { could comment, but [
m’t."

Minard knew of no nonprofit “G"
stamps. We printed exact quantities print-
ed in the Jannary 1993 issue. {See 7PN,
January 1993, Page 6.]

c. If it was not, what kind of paper was
i1? For the printing of which stamps had it
been intended? (We have ruled out that
the paper had been intended for Bulk Rate
Eagle & Shields.)

Answer: All paper used by the private
printer, prephosphored or nonphosphored,
meets USPS P-1191 specifications. [See
TPN, May 19931

The statement “We have ruled out that
the paper had been intended for Bulk Rate
Eagle & Shields” is not true. The same
nonphosphored paper specifications were
applicable for both Eagle and Shield and
Nonprofit Presort; either one could have
been nsed. Also, the only reporis on non-
tagged 19¢ Fishing Boat received by
Stamp Acquisition, have been from the
philatelic community. There are no
official reports or USPS Engineering De-
velopment Center confirmations of this
event.

TPN comment: The Stiamp Acquisi-
ton: reference to Nonprofit Presort is to
the nonprofit “G” stamp.

Paper specs for untagged paper may be
identical for EAS and “G™ stamps, but, as
we have scen in BEP'S new stock numbers
[See TPN, July 1993, Page 92], different
sizes and gums exist for untagged papers,
all of which meet the new paper spe-
cifications.

I examined E&S stamps and the un-

—
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tlagged Fishing Boat clasely. The papers
are not the same. | was unable to examine
“G"™ stamps because they are not yet
available. [ am certain that after the
stamps are issued, the papers will show a
perfect match.

« Plate.activity and production lotals

Please list the order of printing of all
Eagle and Shield slamps since May of
1993 by plate number and provide the im-
pression lotals for each plate number
combination,

Answer: Eagle and Shield production
information for May 1993 is not availa-
ble. Plale numbers and total impressions
are not currently being racked, collected,
ar reported by Stamp Acquisition. Even
50, this information would only be report-
ed guarterly and then it would probably
be three to six months after all production
ended on each issue.

TPN comment:: This reply is unbeliev-
able. Doesn't USPS require printers 1o
specify what stamps they have printed?
After all, USPS pays for the stamps,

Furthermore, all security printers keep
such data, which is how we found out the
exact quantities printed for each E&S plate
number {See TPN, January 1593, Page 1].

We were given a similar answer in the
rejection of our Freedom of Information
request. But somebody—perhaps not
Stamp Acquisition—in the Postal Service
gels these data. We are siill trying o ab-
Lain the data through an appeal.

» What press printed 5V’s USA?

Please tell me on what press the 23¢
USA Presorted First-Class stamps were
printed by Stamp Venturers. This infor-
mation was lacking on your news release.
When [ called your office, | was wld
“Gravure.” | need to know the make of
the press.

Answer: Stamps printed by private
priniers are required to be printed in ac-
cordance with issuc orders and printing
method, type of formal, quality-assurance
requirements, and USPS-supplied art work.

The “make of press” is not relevant in-
formation that is mentioned by the Postal
Service, nor is it required in regard to the
supplier providing USPS-specification
conforming products.

TPN comment: Gee, that's strange!
Just when the Stamps etc. Catalog starts
lelling us which presses printed which
stamps, USPS says il does not care about
the presses. But, of course, we do. The in-
formation tells us the plate-number inter-
val and the number of stamps printed
with each impression.

» Where were they printed?
Please tell me where and by whom the
23¢ USA Presonied First-Class stamps



120} The Plate Number, September 1993

were printed for Stamp Venturers. This inforrnation was lacking
on your news release. When | called your office, | was iold
“Chantilly, Virginia.” I need to know the name of the actual
printer and the location where the stamps were prinied, not the
address of Stamp Venturers' office.

Answer: Stamps were printed by Stamp Venturers. Corperate
offices are in Chantilly, Virginia. Printing was by Stamp Ventur-
ers in Richmond, Virginia.

TPN comment: That means they were printed by J.W. Fergus-
son & Sons, a parner in Stamp Venmrers. Stamp Venturers's
spokesperson told TPN that when SV prints stamps at Fergusson,
it more or less takes over the plant.

« Early release of EXS

Broadcast Message of April 30, 1993, ordered the substitution
of 10¢ Eagle & Shield stamps printed by BEP for orders of the
10¢ Tractor Trailer stamp. The message was dated Feb. 8, 1993.
The date it was transmitted was April 30, 1993. When were
BEP's Eagle and Shield stamps printed? Were they labeled to
prevent sale before the official first day of issue? Was it all right
for accountable paper clerks to distribule these stamps before
their first day of issue?

Answer: BEP printed the stamps in February 1993 (TPN Com-
ment: How does Stamp Acquisition know this if it no longer
racks these data?] and shipped in April 1993. Notifications to
not place stamps on sale prior 1o first day [of] issue is placed on
all cartons of stamps shipped by USPS suppliers.

The BEP version of E&S, USPS item number 7977R, was issued as
a variety only and was not formally associated with a first-day
ceremony. Due o the high demand for these coils, accountable
paper clerks released them to their cusiomers when received.

TPN comament: They did have a first day: May 29, 1993, in
Secaucus, N.J. What kind of sophistry is this? Simply put, the
stamps wenl into use in April despite a May issue dale.

» Who ordered gag rule?

Who signed the memorandum stating that printers could not re-
spond 1o newsmen? Can [ have a copy of the memo? What was
the reason for this memo?

TPN comment: No reply was received to these questions.

But there are still a lot of questions we need answers 1o

» What sort of coiler and perforator were used on the Schiavi
Press that printed the 19¢ Fishing Boat a1 Multi-Color?

» What are the characteristics of the Champlain press used at
I1.W. Fergusson & Sons? What did Stamp Venturers mean when
we were told that the perforator was proprietary and of their own
design?

+ Why do stamps get printes first by one printer and then, sud-
denly, et shifted to another?

« Why has there been a gradual shift away from dull gum to-
ward shiny gum. When the dull gum was first introduced on the
8¢ Eisenhower booklets it was billed as resisting high humidity.
As far as TPN has been able to ascertain, the world has not be-
come parched since then.

« Who maikes the determination that a stamp will bz printed on
prephosphored or phosphor-coated paper? Is this prescribed by
the Postal Service when it contracts for the printing? Or does the
printer pick the paper? What determines the kind of paper that is
used?

» If the Postal Service desires that all stamps be prephosphored
or phosphor coated, why are stamps still being printed on un-
lagged paper and then given overall tagging on press? Doesn’t
the Postal Service decide on this?

But one possible answet 10 all of the above is that nobody in
today’s Postal Service has any idea about any of this and it all
goes willy-nilly. O

Average dealers’ prices on E&S stamps
Updated to Aug. 15, 1993
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Average up a hair; Haake omits quotes

‘When Al Haake issued his list No. 43 in July, mest of the high
fiyers were missing. No 18¢ Flags except Plales 4, 5, and 7; no
20¢ Fire Pumpers from Plates 1, 2, 7, B, or 11; No 18¢ Surreys
from Plates 3 and 4; No 22¢ officials.

Haske’s explanation was quick and easy. He had long since
sold oul his own siock and had recently been selling Diane
Thompson's stock on consignment. But Ms. Thompson has been
too busy recently with other matters (she is a (ax atorney) to
keep Haake supplied. That left Haake with big voids in his price
list.

What he expects to do is to buy from other dealers when he
gets orders, but this is sure to push up prices of what we have
been calling “The Dirty Dozen.”

So far, however, there is no detectable change in prices. The
PNCs we track for the TPN Average were almost unchanged
from our last analysis in June. (But the untagged Fishing Boat
dropped slightly.)

So we are not running the price comparisons for each sirip.

They should be back in the next issue.

LR N

For those who did not et the point, ED Denson has been do-
ing just what Haake is going to start doing. Denson bought big-
ticket items from other dealers when needed to fill an order, thus
keeping the outlay for his own inventory at a manageable level.
That story emerged when Denson needed an XF copy of a rare
strip, only w find that most dealers who listed the strip did not
have one for sale in that condition (or did nol have it at all).

The frightening thing about the change in Haake's way of do-
ing business is that Haake is also a wholesaler. It is to him that
other dealers tum when they need PNCs, The only other whole-
salers remaining arc Dr. Robert Rabinowitz and Frank Marrelli,
and only Marrelli and Haake publish a wholesale list. (]
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USPS reissues stamps

By Stephen G, Esrati

At least four stamps—including the 23¢
Lunch Wagon coil—were reissued in July
by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,
but Postal Headquarters at first did not
seem o know anything about them, even
though they were on sale at the Philatelic
Fulfiitment Service Center (PFSC).

In addition, two airmail stamps were as-
signed to new printers and came out in
new versions.

Anather group of reissned stamps is the
subbject of rumoprs,

Robin Minard, a USPS spokesperson,
said it would be policy to get announce-
ments lo the philatelic community when-
ever there is a new printer, or when some-
thing sets a starmp apart from its previous
version. But less than three weeks later,
Monica A. Hand loid TPN that the chang-
es were not sufficiently different 1o war-
rant any news reieases.

The known new stamps are:

= 4¢ Flanagan (new color, new paper)

*23¢ Lunch Wagon PNC (2 versions of
gum, new paper)

+40¢ Piper airmail (new printer, new
pert style)

*» 50¢ Quimby airmail (new printer. new
perf style, new colors)

* 52¢ Humphrey (changed selvage text,
new gum)

* £1 Hopkins (new gum, new paper)

Richard Beecher of California reported
three of the BEP reissues o TPN. I imme-
diately cailed the prsc, but Jeff Thom-
burg, the accountable paper chief at
PFSC’s vauil, was on vacation.

Minard first said she had heard nothing
about the new stamps. Later, she said her
office was preparing a news release about
the stamps for the end of July, although
she conceded that the 40¢ Piper had been
on sale since July 1. July ended withouta
news release. Linn's of Aug. 9 knew only
what it had leamed from Geruld Clark of
the PNC Study Group, although a full ac-
count had appeared in Stanp Collector
the week before.

Minard said the news release would also
include & new official mail stamp. Linn's
for Aug. 9 quoted Hand as saying there
are also new versions of the $1 Seaplane,
the 4¢ Steam Carriage, and the 1¢ Omni-
bus. At TPN’s press time, we lacked de-
tails on any of these, and Hand denied
they exisied. Meanwhile, she had told Dr.
Robert Rabinowitz of a new 10¢ Canal
Boat.

-

collecion.

For Your Information ;

» Tngging—Most stumps comtain u phospher “tagging” element for detsction by awtomated mail-
handling equipment. Vanmuofﬂusllgpn;.uﬂtwulcolungoruplnddwmpmbnnm,mybe H
produced from time to time. The Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center 1 not equippod 1o identify nor sup- E
:

[}

i

!

------

ply these varictics unless they have deen identified in advance by the manufacturent and supplied at tuch.
With the effort of the mppliers, every affort will be made o make these varictics available w0 interesicd

Stampsr #tc. log, July-A LY

-
Pr PRy Iy P T PP PPy FrY

The fourth BEP stamp was announced in
the July-September issue of the Stamps
etc. Calalog as a reissue of the 52¢ Hu-
bert Homphrey stamp in the Great Ameri-
cans Series,

The Quimby stamp surprisingly showed
up in an order of new slamps I received
from PFsc, aithough 1 never ordered it
(but [ did pay for it).

The Piper stamp was discovered by
Clark. who also discovered that the $5.80
Tulip booklet had been reprinted on new
paper ([tem 6641X).

Humphrey’s dates fixed

Stamps etc. said the reissued stamp
changed the incorrect dawes of Hum-
phrey's lerm as Vice President in the mar-
ginal inscription.

Minard said the Humphreys had not

- been reprinted to correct the dates, but be-

cause USPS needed 52¢ stamps.

The original text said HHH was Vice
President from 1964 to 1968. The actal
dates were 1965 to 1969.

When a journalist noticed the error, Mi-
chael O'Hara, then a USPS spokesmar, in-
credibly said the dates “were meant to in-
clude the year that he was elected Vice
President.”

O’Hara said the stamps would be issved
with the incomrect dates.

A few days later, he reversed himself,
saying the stamps would be destroyed,
and comected stamps would be printed.
He gave “the integrity of the stamp pro-
gram” as his reason and said the reprint-
ing would “insure the historical accuracy
of the selvage text.”

The cost of reprinting was estimated at
$580,000.

When that story broke, Rep. Gemry Si-
korski (D-Minn.) told Postmaster General
Anthony Frank that he objected to the de-
cision to reprint.

While O'Hara was getting it from ail
sides, Frank agreed the next day 1o let the
stamps be issued with the wrang dates,

The corrected plate is still Plate 1, It is
listed in Stamps eic. as Item 1057R.

The reissued stamps have shiny gum
and are on moltled prephosphored paper.
The original stamps had dull gum and

were on solid phosphor-coated pzper. The
reissued stamps also appear whiter,

This is the first instance where a stamp
will have two versions of the descriptive
seivage text.

New color on Flanagan

The item number of the reissued 4¢
Flanagan is 51054, The difference between
it and the previous Flanagan is that the
color is brighter. The plate number is 2.
All previous Flanagans carried the num-
ber 1. The stamp is untagged.

The original stamp was a dull violet-
blue, closely resembling pMS 5275U. The
new stamp is bluer, closely resembling
PMS 540U.

While the untagged Plate 1 stamps were
on Paper IIIn (which shows diagonal gum
ridges), the Plate 2 stamps are on Paper
I1I, which appears much whiter than the
paper used on Plate 1.

Almost identical Luneh Wagon?

The item number is 57913 for reissued
rolls of 100 of the 23¢ Lunch Wagon with
the plate number 3.

“These stamps are on & new paper, or
have something slightly different,” Thom-
burg said, “so [ ordered them.”

Previous stamps werc on a solidly phos-
phorcoated paper. They also bore the
plate number 3 and came in rolls of 100.

When my stamps arrived, I could detect
no difference between the original stamps
and the BEP reissues I was sent. A custom-
er-service representative at PFSC told me
the new stamps are whiter. Mine were
not, so 1 sent them back.

Mary Halseil at BEP said the original
stamps were on LP-713 paper, which, she
said, has dry gum and is prephosphored.
fln fact, the original stamps had shiny
gum, but it was just barely shiny. Al the
time of printng, collectors considered it a
totally new paper.] The reissues, she said,
are on LP-701, which is prephosphored and
has resin/dextrin gum.

Al Haake-—who was also shipped many
of the wrong stamps—said the new
stamps are on motlled prephosphored
paper and are definitely whiter. He said
the gum is close lo that of the original, 8
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dull-appearing gum that does not shine like other shiny gums.
But this gum (on new and oid Lunch Wagons) has just a bit of
shine 1o it, so it cannot be called dull gum.

But that was Version L. Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, who was also
sent the wrong stamps at first, finally received stamps with mot-
ted tagging and glossy gum. That’s version 2.

Piper gels new printer

The 40¢ Piper moved from American Bank Note 10 Stamp
Venhurers, getting 2 new 51111 plate number in the bargain.

When Clark found this, he immediately noticed that the margi-
nal description of Piper had been removed. Minard could not ex-
plain why it had been and said she was researching this.

The original stamp was overali-tagged and was L-perforated;
the reissue is on prephosphored paper and has bull's-eye perfo-
rations.

According to Clark, the item number remains the same, so you
cannot buy both versions any more.

Shiny-gum Hopkins

The reissued $1 Hopking stamps have the item number 51090
and carry the plate number 2.

Previous Hopkins stamps on prephosphored paper had solid
1agging and dull gum. The reissued stamps have shiny gum. The
tagging on the reissues is swreaky, like the reissued 50¢ Nimiiz
and the 75¢ Willkie.

Color change for (Juimby

The order nember of the new 50¢ Quimby is 55572 and instead
of being printed by Stamp Venturers, this reissue comes from
KCs Industries. That means its plate numbers start with a "K.”

The reissued Quimby stamps have slightly different colors,
most notable in the purple of her clothing. On the SV version, the
clothing was a bluish-parple with very little red in it.

Quimnby’s face was in a color making her look like & light-
volored Alrican-American. On the reissue, the clothing contains
visibly more red, the lips are redder, and the complexion no
longer hints of black ancestry.

Meyers finds White House ‘varieties’

L1

Double serif

Hooked serif Elephant’s trunk

Wayne Meyers has found three constant, but different varietes
of the plate number on F29WH-1, Plate 1 of the 29¢ White House
stamp,

This plate is only known in rolls of 100, so the stamps cannot
be from the same roll if he has found more than two of the same
variety.

Meyers believes the double serif, of which he has 12 copies, to
be the most dramatic. What’s more, he found them in New Jer-
sey and agnin after he moved o Arizona. The names used in the
captions are his.

Meyers wanled to know the cause of such phenomena. TPN
readers are requestied 1o report matches of his examples.

The varieties look like inking freaks, caused by some anomaly
during inking in. Only many more copies would prove that they
are actual plale varicties. O

[A friend noted that the 4¢ Carnegie (Scott 1171) makes that
Scott appear to be an African-American, too.]

But the easiest way of telling the two Quimby stamps apart—
other than by checking her lipstick—is by the perforations. The
SV version was perforated on an L-perforator, with uneven cor-
ners. The KCS stamps were perforated with a bull’s-eye perfora-
tor, resulting in even cormers.

And there may be more reissued stamps out there,

Both Linn's and Stamp Collector mentioned BEP reissues, quot-
ing Monica Hand. But not only did Hand tell TPN that she did
not think the stamps were worthy of a news reiease, the custom-
er-service department of the PFSC checked whether any of the al-
leged stamps were on hand and said the stamps did not exist.

It remains to be seen whether the old policy of announcing
stamps before they are issued will be reinstitutned, O

Flag Serles
Fa0-2 Fiying FOOLAANTS (N0 #)-reemsrmmmmassnnsen $23.00
F20-14 Q Line 15.00
£-20-14P $AMA, PC (PS/B)rmrmreemmss e s emes 62.50
same, PG (P§/3)———————- 50.00
F22-6 FiyINg SaUCAreoseossonmenm sanmnmmanes 15.00
Transportation Series
T2-3 Smoking T——————s- e 12,00
same, continuation (fainty ——--—-—-- - 12.00
Tail QN Tom— e e semies $1.00
T3CW-1 Sat of three Conestoga plate cracks ~--—--—-- 5000
T4.9-4 Long Buggy WhID-c-—secescesssvasas 12.50
T4.94P Same, on precancel (spacity gap)--ee-essee-n 10.00
T49-5P Rain crack {[Cut)~——rr—rremmr—m s 27.50
Sama, CONNUATION === === rmmseeussmmem 27.50
Matching salsreeeeesoeonsommmnmee 50.00
T4.97T-67 8uggy Reln—-————r— 50.00
T7.47-2 Rlown Tire: 75.00
T9.3-5P Hash mark, gap 3L, PSA0-—--—-——- 45.00
T9.3-6P Hash mark, gap 3L, PS/10emsmsmmemmmemems 45.00
Both hash marks, strip of 48-——--—-—-—- 100.00
T10CB-ot Untagged Stripa al (opeerasesemeenonmae—s 10.00
T105-2 Low entry, PS/ O--—-—mr—errer e 85.00
T10.9-2P Same PC, gap 3L, PS5/ Desemsoncsnsnsmeme 85.00
T11C-1 Braka Shof-asesseeesmemesmernnen 15.00
T1G-1P 5ame, PLemr—rmmerrm e er ey 100
Hoseling |- s e 10.00
T1158-3 Savare chill-roller damage of “ar'———— 10.00
T1158-3 Polishing ¢loth—-----—-—- - 1250
T1158-3 Fender crack and broken §-————-— 11.50
Ti2-% No plata numbar, hut with joint line PS/5——— 10.00
T15-2-01 Anchor Line (0o #)-—~-—-- -— 10.00
Sama, continuation-ss-serw-= —— 10.00
T16.6-1P Spilled Popcom {no #}—————- 7.50
TITEA-5 Recilaing comma: et 10.00
T17EA-6 Dot over £ -~ e 35.00
TITEAT Ol DIOpeessessessmsmmmsmmemeamanen 15.00
Ti81 Lightning Bolt JF--——————sseemes 145.00
Same, V- 125.00
T18-9 Ughtning Bol 26.00
T18-10 Lightning Bk wcesmsenemmenancsnes 25.00
Many other vasieties in stock, Including many in 1881 catalog. Ask.
My usual discounts apply. Free gifts, too, for purchases off this llst.
-
Stephen G. Esrati
P.Q. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120
(216} 561-9393




The Plate Number, September 1993

123

You'll love my big discounts, my no-quibble return policy, my VI
quaiity. This list (LIst 7} Is good through U.S. Thanksgiving Day.
25% off on orders over $100; 15% off on orders over $50: 5%

off on orders over $15; 5% additicnai off for members of

Discounts up to 25% off

PNCS,
Prices are for VF. Deduct L0% for Fine; add 25% for XF.
emmrrrrareTereareceeorrann o tmmrmceremereoraros,
! The rarest *F* stampill ; HARD VARIETY TO FINDI § F
i ¢ 4 29U1211 PS/5 VF $25; XF $30.00. ¢ “FLAMING WAGON" |
E 10 sirips VF 5225; XF §275. ! VF PS/5 520; XF PS/5 525 :
H srssa -t *
m m s Mmoo m m
1¢ Omnibs 1,2 5,6... 5 A PL A, 2(2L No G, 8™ 1900 Tapkshont1,2,34.... | mePrpumer 00 W0
Y - 15 13 PG 3R, No Gan)._ S0 &M Tgicobont 5 Pess 2 TR 1,413,185, 16 55 5w
OPrest 2 £ @ PCA(N)...._. — &M 154 Tugheat 1, 2 iock]_ EF T S IR
Unaggeti 2 \ N o PEAA).d..... - BN Ovnil bogea 2..... m i r.s(MmeL 0000 2000
2¢ Locomoties 348,10, | & N mﬁtw._ 0 23 16.7¢ Popezem 1, 2., 0 45 214 130 1%
26,8Pm1,..... LS PE 5,620, No Gap). 30 4 Th1,23,45 LT WANT  WANT
Jetodcar), 23,4 E (] . MmN oM [ A B A a0 A
3 Conesloga Wagon 1. S 100 Caral Bowi I{biocktag). . 225 230 A 55 6 @M 12w
2o 14 150 Tovent g/l um) FVF - 480 500 FE 1. 20 (Fony).... w 9N 3 %
344 Schooi s 1,2... 19 20 oventigid i QueiXF 580 60 PEWMRLIL. . 4T 5 500 45
"g*-!“""ﬂzﬂ"’l‘— 5 ae TphashmgunFNF. . 280 A PCIA M[LneGopllow . 140C 1500 0% 10000
% g"""”- W44 535 2 1 ghos uinyme.,. 7R A FCM MDoG.. = — 4% TR
5B X35 10§ T Traila ... [T PC 38 48 (Moo 7m0 8% 50 Im
glﬂk % J% lfg‘g {108) Exgie, Shickd, PC 36, 45 (Mo Gac}... T BN WANT
Pcésfwlff - e BEP 1103, A0S, r%gz ﬂ{zmz :Eﬁ ww;fm .AT 100 sgg mgg
— - T G, TITT, M, .~ B !
o % e R AL NSl . 500 600 B0 B
it 0B | Mmeasdie | GEGE S ) o oo
Overal b 1. €% Um s & G 5- A8 [PSA} SR, -3 Bt TR
4¢Seam Camiage 5. e 2% PORACIL L) 10 1310 t 1.2 {blockh. ! .
Uoigomt._ AT A0, 1T mawam PC 56, 7C (No Gt w0 300 Overall aggpa'2.... T T
49¢ Buckboam 1. 4., 15 140 — 6.00 | PC Th{No Gap}....... - 125 205¢ Fim Engine 1..... 43 470
71,3 (1R NoGal._ - B Pt AT ﬁm %506 eloped2 . . 12 40 | PeRdCarl2... 10 4m
L RTE T ¥ I A3Z133 Be diacanat 25M M50 1TigRaot___ B A1 TR 1- FARESja] | . L3 Y]
PG, 4 (Line Gag]_ I T ATIM,....... 150 11500 — . 5B 5m JLLETs S— 5m  Em
PCE 620 PSM_. - B0 101 Ol Wagow 1___ WS 18¢ Sumey 1___ Comm 1m PEUNIL........ 125 4
P4, § tha Gaci.... 60 65 m 2(NoSa)... Y] 25681718, 15 58 peIIl_ 68 T
PCS G, .. — 1% . PC2MlaGagt M 5w T . e om Zyfwt T R T BT
PCH{JL PR - RedPC2Y. .. m 3 A urs  wm H 5.3. 10,1215, Iw.zl an .
PSR T 109¢ Hansom Cab1,2.. zm 6D 8,10,11,12, 15, 6.~ B m 55 6%
5¢ Molorcyese 1,2,3,4... 165 15 PC 1, 2{Line Gap)__ LY I ] [N [T k—— &M 802
S¢ Nk ¥agon 1. 15 & PCT20R)...... —  ®mN WANT 4000 TXIRATY. T8 IC T
3¢ Cius Wag. 1, 1L 1, AL A2 175 24 {LineGugd-... wme - 0 Km I 6
15 T9¢ Cabomse 1.__.. M 5% WANT  WANT [
SuzC;w. ...... ;g gﬁ o1 1% 4% 5 125 Sgg ‘J:g
o , U — im 7 :
Graverad S11.. L - ms?&’: Z%# o 112 175 4000 43% 2¢ Flag Alt1, 7. mo o4
i2Smght 2. 1075 1500 12t Steama 1. 25 W E T AZZ2tai micdie 2 0 45
NS ;25 PG 1. 2 (N Gan, Line G 4 15 L um AZ22 hin mickdte3... im o 5%
750 50 I prdnLeGy). LB A% i A2 50 T
™ 1, 20N Gaok__ 1S YER YA ot o TR FC 5 it hwnﬂ in 1A | AmmE. 50 60
L3 SiNaGag)... e 1AM 2. 5% 7H 85 0% BrSANTLAZIZ 1111, 400 450
4620 ... el PC 1 Light alie, M. % Am m ﬁmg e ‘ S — LA 45
A Bl Gag). . s um PC 1 Dur e, g 1% AT A2 05 g | 2teTncemt R
£3¢ Hoaion 1........ a5 5 oL - W JXr 60 60 | SrfmdWgn2id. . 4D 50
55 Sl ook Tuck 1. A T 12 1% AN DA SEE R . 358 380 | S T
o 5% 5% QoG i Am b L PO+ Em}'m " 00 10
5 [ 1 1 35
’p'c%;ﬂ'u: " %m 4% |ANstamps are guaranteed genuine and (unless atherwiss s b
“Prcmiq-m ol lﬂgg ml:g notad) in VF condition. All stamps may be returned (within o3, . B B2
i i iz | 30 days) for a compieta refund, no questions asked. Some ?‘H:lﬂai . T;g l;ﬁ
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Index to TPN: 1990——1992

Stamp index

Contingency Series
25¢ ‘€’ Earth (025)

29¢ °F Tulip (G29)
foflow MIBSING....omm..omnrsriene

Flag Series
18¢ Fags (F38)
In miures....
Plate 6 sold ch-ply ltshw R
20¢ Suprema Court (F20)
Oifferences in long-wave UV...........
In midures.... PR
Why is Plate 4 ﬂru? ..............

+ Nonexistent Flate 7 explaine 20¢ Flag..

22¢ Capitol (F22)
"Biue’ Capiol shows black, BEP sava ...
In mixtures.... -
22¢ Capitol Test (F22 T1)
LISPS geta tough on stamp washing.....
23¢ Presort (F23P5 and FZ3USA)
2 typ- on FEGPS -AZ22....

Tagging block in l\m dlam
Plate 2, prephoaphored....

Blus Plate 13.
FiGe....

Tagumg

Plate 15 found_.........
19-row plates used.... “
Paper shortage blamed..............

29¢ Mt. Rushmore (F29)

All you wanted 0 know.
Unmottied (Lanz) paper..... .
"Toledo brown’ reaily om iova........
Rapleced by White House.............

Great Americans
Problems of identification............
Huge tagging shik
D Press tgging braak.......

Miscellaneous Series
10¢ Eagle and Shisld (M10)
A chalianga tc collectors..........
Replacing generic precancels..........
A333M lound....
18¢ Washington Monument mm
Precancel is untagoed...............
21.1¢ Lettors (M21.1)
Pracancel is untagged...............
25¢ Honeybes (M25)
" Mysisrios of theBee...............
Yeliows ditter, BEP denies i...........

Now 90 112
Ay 77

M2 =
Nov$2 129

May 91
kiR &

Nov 00 106
a1 18
May 91
My ol 67
S ¥ 65

&0

63

May 90

M2 2
Marg2 10
hov 82 113
Ji90 B
WK 6

ondd 1
May 80 53

Register oiten way off...
Textured tagging. ...
Tagging dillers in same roll
v Mysterios solved .
Additional plate activity.. -
Minsing ysilowr.....................

Doss have yeiiow, BEP says....

Do have plate numbers..
Miami report.....
Other repars.....

Transportation Series
LUSPS says naw series not yet chosen.. ..

3¢ Conestoga Wagon (T3CW), untagged ...

4¢ Stagacoach, overall (TA5-1-ol) .......

4¢ Steam Carviage (T4SC), imperforate ...
4.9¢ Buckboard {T4.9}

5¢ Motorcycle (T5M), color varieties......
05 Canoa (T5C), Vst generic pracancel.....
05 Circus Wagon (TS5CW)

Piale num ber hard o sea.. .
5.2¢ Sleigh (75.2), hash marka.........
9.3¢ Mail Wagen (T2.3)

How mariy axist, wity are soms rare?.. .
10¢ Yractor Trailer (TAOTT)..............
10.9¢ Hanwam Cab (T10.9)

Hal gap lound.............ec. ...

BEP axplaine rad eolor .............

11¢ Caboose (T11C-2P), Plate 2, untagged.
- 11¢ Stutz Bearcat {T1158-3), varieties.....

12.5¢ Pusheart (T12.5)
Paper, ink varisties on 12 5¢ Pushcart...
17¢ Hactric Auto (T1TEA)

v When were se-fenants printed.......

+ B-Aprecancel at 5R...............

v Which plate has the '0ii Drop? .......
18¢ Surrey (T18), in mixtures............

20¢ Cable Car (T20CC-of), overall taggec...

20¢ Fire Pumper (T20FP}
Ghost piate numbers 15,16...........
inmixturns... RO
Z3¢ Lunch Waoon (TESI
Stamp scomea firsts....
$1 Seaplane {T$1)
Peopia are a PNC first.
Tagging is ol BPrema...............

Subject index

American Stamp Dealers Assaciation
Pact with USPS criticized...

Buresu of Engraving and Pnntmu

Blue Plate 13 Yosomite........
Pact with LISPS limil utput..........

" Fire ot BEP caused tagqing breaks....
Changes gum spacs.....

Juls2 74
Sepd2 87
Nove2 113
Now 92 113

New 90 93
uig2 78

Jan®1 18
May 81 64
Mar@1 42

Jan@0 16
dan@2 1
JulBt 69

May S0 43
Nov B0 110
Sep9n 102

Julgl  BO
Jull 69

May 90 45
Jang1 138
Kov &1 115
Sep0 84

May 90 45

Jan @1 1
Mard 37
Mar91 40
Mar @1 43
May§1 63
Jan91 1B

MarB1 44
May 81 B3

May 90 B2

May 0 47
Juigo 63

May 02 43

Jut9d €7
Sep 80 87
NI 67
Sep00 9
dandt 6
Jan@t 18

Yellow missing’ Buhilnllw BEPmays May 91 60

‘Blue’ Capitol shows black, BEP says....

May91 60

it Press being retired ...

Special prinking.......

Expiaing red colorof T10.9............
Collecting

P5/3 losing popularty................
Cottreil Pressea

Are plates on an even keal?, ..........

v Fire at BEP caused tagqing breaks....

v Finding the anawars.............

Time lines. . ccveresomacscn
Disabled Amasican Veteram

Special printings.......

Review ol usages..........
First-Day Covers

5 axparte disagres........

Common berms used

Basica of FOCs......
Forgeries

Felt-tip pens fake precanceis...........
Gum

BEP changes specs.
Hagh marks.
Hiatory

v PNC collecting since 1881..........

Jul@ 69
Nowin 112
an®l 18

Sepd %
May 91

Jul 81

Jut 81

64

B2

72
Sep 90 86
Jan81 86
Jan®l 1
Marl 36
Jan®1l 10
Now @1 112
Jan92 18

Jan9d 17
Sep92 93
Sep92 93
Jan80 N

Jan@t 19
Sep 91 102

Mard0 M

v How Chambariain started PNC collectingJui 91 78

Maiting PMCs....

Modures (see |Iw nnder ucn stamp)
USPS bans L utheran mistures.........
How L utherans were forced.
Ovwnar closes firm...

Writer denied ruumh on Lutheran ban...

Ovewprintad PNCa
Qverprinting generice OK'd............
Paper

2 Transportation papers used, BEP says..

Varieties on 12.5¢ Pushcant...........
o Now tesd for Typa ...,
New Type (12, lik.........
Shortage depietes stamp $iocks........
Paper in proving ExMGZ..............
BEP chanpes specs..................
Parforations
v What's the perf size of PNCa?........
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v Why so much data?..............
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Reports
Through Dec 1869......,
Through May 1990
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Through Sep 81..
Through May 2. ...
USPS purposely delave ruporu
BEP provides some data.
Why reports are vital.... -
Piate Number Coil Study Gmun
George Godin resigns....
Thom Wheeler mm- S
Gerald Clark resigna...

Plate m-

New tag psd precanceds found..........
18¢ Monument precancel not tagged....
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Sep B0 77

May @@ 43



The Plate Number, September 1993 @

Gap table in catalog critcized..... ... uisg 73 Lying charged on rouletting.......... Sep81 92  Rinkenberger, Bob
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Denson finds
blind perfs
on BEP’s E&S

ED Denson has found a blind perf on
the BEP version of the undenominated 10¢
Eagle and Shield. The missing perf is the
bottom ane and has an intervai of 42,

Denson, who publishes three different
PNC markel reports plus a report with
price predictions, has been named an ad-
viser to the Scott Publishing Co. on PNC
pricing for the 1994 catalog.

Lenz hits jackpot, again
‘Who says lightning never strikes twice?
Joann Lenz who found untagged Fish-

ing Boats on sale at the Plymouth Show,

found a whole box of them at the State

College, Pa., post office, where she at-

iended “stamp camp”—the stamp semi-

nars sponsored by APS.

Report on the Lenzes

Alan Thomsan, writing in the July is-
sue of Coil Line, has come up with some
totals for the 29¢ Runshmores on Lenz
paper (which we now term solidly phos-

phor-coated paper) in mint strips.
Plate 2 86
Plate 6 430

He cites Richard Nazar’s theory that
Lenz paper was a sample supplied 1o BEP.
In the same issue of Coil Line—ithe first
we have seen with any research or news
in it since the club was founded—Doug
Iams gives totals for used copies:
Plate 2 9
Plate 6 12

Gauging the flood

When Lighthouse released its 1991 pNC
album supplement, publisher Wolfgang
Schin noted: “The two and a half years
from 1990 through mid-1992 were by far
the most prolific stamp-reieasing months
in the history of the United States. In
PNCs alone, 92 new strips had o be given
spaces in the album.” That figures oul to a
littte more than three strips a month. [n
the seven months of 1993 there have been
12 new strips:

F23USA-111

F2IUSA-5111

MI0-ATTTTT

MI10-A283R9

MI10-A89599

MI10-A99998

M10-A99999

MI19-A5555

M19-A5555-0m

M19-A5556

M(29)-1-glos
T10-1-ot, duil

One of those, the dull gum Canal Boat,
had actually been found in 1992 but was
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kept secret by the dealers who found it
becanse they wanted to avoid another
price explosion.

Dropout returns

David Barrie-LaVergne, founder of
the PNC Labels Study Group, mysterious-
ly dropped out of philately about three
years ago. Barrie-LaVergne, a geologist,
was then charting the movement of the
north magnetic pole for the U.S. Coast
and Geodetic Service.

He has just informed Richard Nazar, co-
ordinator of the PNC Study Group, that
he is ready to take up where he left off in
Ocwober and assured Nazar that he has
been healthy. He did not disclose what he
had been doing during his absence.

Fun with inking freaks

Harald Singer has found strips from
BEP's E&S stamps in which the first *17
has a horizontal line running out of it to
the left. One looks like a *7,” the ather
like & flipped “L." But they both came out
of the same roll, so they are just inking
freaks, not constant plate varicties.

Here’s a new break

Dr. John Greenwood has found some-
thing new in the way of tagging breaks on
the 4¢ Stagecoach from the B Press.

Dr. Greenwood found what he called a
fastener right in the vertical middle of the
stamp. On Coltrell
issues, the breaks
are at the top or
bottom of the
stamp (because the
fastener had o}
avoid the inscrip-
tions on the mats
when they stll
printed precancels).

The interval of the new breaks is odd,
loo. Thete is a break every 26th stamp
{plate numbers are 52 stamps apart), but
only every other break has a fastener.
That means we are dealing with a tagging
roller made up of two half cylinders and
with a fastener that shows only on one of
the twa halves.

Alan Thomson suggesis that what Dr.
Greenwood found may not be a fasiener
at all, but a wear spot on the edge of one
of the two half cylinders.

Further reports are welcome.

Weird Hopkins inking
Carol Morehouse, always a sleuth,

. the PNC news that fits we Priny
~dsome Great Americans, t°°

has found panes of the $1 Hopkins from
Plate 2 {probably the duli-gum variety)
on which the left side of the "J” of
*“Iohns” does not print clearly as a straight
line. She blames it on an inking problem,
but wonders why the adjacent “o™ is al-
ways perfectly formed.

AFDCS expresses
concern about

USPS policies

The American First Day Cover Society,
which has never been known for rocking
the boat, has become the first nauonal
stamp society to critcize the Postal Ser-
vice for its recent high-handedness in its
relations with collectors.

AFDCS did it gently. Its members vored
at its July 23-25 convention in Boxbo-
rough, Mass., 10 “express its concerns 1o
Postmaster General Marvin Runyon over
certain important issues, asking for cla-
rification of ambiguous statements, and
the USPS view on the impact of their poli-
cies on the future of the hobby.”

The issues were:

+ “The alarming rawe” of recent early
and unannounced releases and their effect
on the official policy on first days of is-
sue.

»Sale of FDCs by the Philatelic
Fulfillment Service Center (PF5C).

*» USPS plans to produce and sell cachet-
ed FDCs.

Members voted not to oppose the sale
of uncacheted FDCs by the PFSC, but unan-
imously opposed sale of cacheted covers.

There was no vote on early and unan-
nounced releases. Execntive Director
Doug Kelsey said members preferred to
await a reply from Runyon,

Kelsey noted that AFDCS “has always
been tesponsible for maintaining records
of earliest known usage” of stamps.

By the time you read this, action along
similar lines may or may not have been
laken at the annual conventions of the
Plate Number Coil Collectors Club (PNCs)
and the American Philatelic Society.

But the main event at STaMpeHOW 93 Was
likely to take place at the waditional
breakfast of APS Writer's Unit 30, which
was scheduled to confront the USPs
official in charge of the office thal is sup-
posed to provide public informalion.



New stamps
Plate Number Coils (USPS rumors)

The following siamps have not been sean by
TPN, Existence unceriminl!! These reporiz are
Mlﬂbunpﬂﬂﬁuﬂlgnﬂlﬂm
A. Hand, a USPS 2 wihe appeared 1o
TN mot to knew what this was all sbeut. The axis-
trnce of all thise viampe was denisd te TPN by the
Philatelic Fulfillmeent Service Centar,

TL(BR?—The |¢ Owmibuvs, plate number mn-
known, was reparted 10 Lina's by Hand 10 be armang
stampe being peizsuad. No specifics were available
to TPN mt prows time. Hand lster denied this stamp's
existance o TPN.

T4SC-1—The 4¢ Steam Carriage, piate mumber
unknown, was reported \o Lina's and to Dr. Robert
Rabinowitz, writing in Stamp Collecior, by Hand 10
be among sumps being reismued. No specifics wero
svailable to TPN at press time. Hand tald Dr. Rabi-
nowilz this stamp would be untagged, but laer de-
nicd this samp's exiftencs w TPN.

TI6CB-?—The 10¢ Canal Boat, plia number
and tagging vniotown, was repasted to Dr. Robert
Rabinowitz, writing in Stamp Collector, by Hand o
be smang slamps being reissued. In view of the fact
that an ovenll-tgged and a phosphor-coated ver-
nion of this stamp are already known to collecton, if
ruch & stamp ware 10 be reissond, it wonld most like-
ly be on mottled prephosphored paper with shiny
gum. Hand did not mendon this stump 10 TPN and
told De. Rabinowitz she was unsure of the tagging of
thiz suarmp.

T$1-2—The $1 Seaplane, plate number unknown,
was reporied 1o Lina's and to Dr. Robert Rabino-
wite, writing in Sump Collecior, by Hand to be

Constant plate varieties—XLVII

By A.S. Cibulskas
1¢ Omnibus

a. Plate 2, B Press, untagged. Horizontal
line above “Omnibus 1880, right from
“b™ of “Omnibus” to and through the per-
forations. Slightly wavy and irregular,
Constant at 6R. (Leduc)

23¢ USA

a. Plate A1111. Multiple, distinct specks
of blue ink in the bottom margin area,
around the yeliow plate number. (Keller)

29¢ Flag over Mt. Rushmore

a. Plate 5. Red dot centered in the white
area below the flag. Constant at 1L. (Kel-
lex)

b. Plate 5. Very obvious red ink bleed 1o
left of battom three siipes. Constant at
21.. (Keller)

c. Plate 9. Blue dot in top part of Wash-
ington's hair. Constant at 1L, (Keller)

Note: Please sec Page 122 for a repont
from Wayne Meyers about Plate 1 of the
29¢ Flag over the White House. Reports
please o me st 28 Westwood Rd., Stam-
fard, Conn. 06902, O
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Withdrawals, new

issues, reissues

sinmps being ramucd. No specifics were
-vuhhhm‘l’?ﬂnpcnml{mdhmdmmd
this stamp’s exisience 10 TPN.

Plate Number Coils {reported to TPN}

T28CC-1—Flate 1 of the 20¢ Cable Car, un-
tagged (error). (Ingram)

T23-3-mottled, dullish—Flawe 3 of the 3¢
Lunch Wagon, reprimed on  maottled
paper that slso sppears whiter in daylight. Stamp
wat placed on sals mt Philatelic Fulfillmen Sexvice
Centex abows July 1. Gum is just barely shiny.
(Haake)

T23-3-mottled, shiny—Plata 3 of the 23¢ Lunch
'Wagon, reprinted on  mottled prephosphored peper
that also appears whiter in daylight. Gum is ghiny.
(Dr. Rebinowitz)

Great Americans (seen by TFPN)

4¢ Flanagan—Plate 2, prinied on whiter Type I
paper. Unugged. Color changed o bluer blue resem-
bling PMS 54001, (Ttem 51054)

52¢ Humphrey—The new printing recsed Plate
f, bt with camected descriptive text in zelvage
‘Whiter paper. Shiny gumn. (Item 1057R)

$1 Hopllas—Pute 2 on streaky prephosphored
paper with shiny gum. (Iten 51090)

Withdrawals

Going off sale Sept. 20, 1993:
Great Americans

14¢ Julia Ward Howe

21¢ Chemter Carlaon

25¢ Jack London

45¢ Harvey Cushing MD

$1 Johne Hopkins, Plata |, block uagging, A Preas
(tem 1090}

$1 Johns Hopkins, Piate 2, prephosphored, C
Press (Temn D10940)

Note: The withdrawal of the Hopkins stampa is
reparted as announced in Stamps, #ic. But in all like-
lihood, the € Proas vertion ghould not have been
withdrmwn while Plate | with overil tagging off the
A Presa (Tiem N1090) should have been. Stamps,
etc. said Item N10%0 would remain on saie.

Withdrawn June 19, 1993 without an-
nouncement in Slamps, ete.
20¢ Truman

Brett proves change

in 8.3¢ Ambulances

George W. Breut, writing in The US.
Specialist  for Augugst 1993, illustrates
his story on relief cuts on U.S. stamps by
showing B Press and Cottreil versions of
the 8.3¢ Ambulance.

As did Larry G. Haynes when the B
Press stamps first came out, Brett says the
diagonal relief cuts in the newer stamps
differ broadly from those of the Cottrells.

That supports the illustration used in
most recent editions of The Plate Num-
ber Coil Catalog, which shows visible
diagonal shading in the “A™ of Ambu-
lance.” On the Cotrrells, the letering ap-
pears solid. []
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ADLETS

Classified ads ara 15 cents o

word. There is no charge for
your addrass. Members of PNC?
are entitled 10 one 25-word fres
adlet sach yaar.

FRAEE: National Pracancal Prica List Six pages fully il-
lusirated. #10 SASE appraciated. Howard Moser,
;:?9-13111 St, Highland, I 62249, (PNCI  4-93-1-

SPECTACULAR undarinking of 3¢ Whita. Horizontai
sirip of 20. Columns 2, 7, and B am very pale; column
9 is aimost computely missing the color. $50. Bob
Msbert, 15 Sunnywiew Or., Redding GT D6896-1720.
{PNC3 5-83)

SEND FOR FREE price list on PNCe, Alse available:
Usad sirip or variety Ust with some imperfs and cov-
ers. Always Buying. Postage OK as payment PNCs
Unlimited, N3656 Hwy 43, Bruce W 54819, (5-93)

WANT #2600 (29¢W/H) used PN nuitiples. Give same
numbser used PNC singles, two for PS/2, 3 for PS/3, 5
for PS/5. David V. Neiscn, PO Box 2097, Paim Desert
CA 92261. (5-93)

DISCOUNT POSTAGE: 19¢, 23¢, 204, 50¢, 75¢ 21 95%
of face in lots of $100 {face) or mora. No precancels.
23¢ pracancels 0% of face, Esrati, POB 20130, Shak-
ef Heights, OH 44128, (215) 561-9393. (5-93)

GHOST OF 20¢ FLAG In tagging of 11¢ Caboass, £S55,
VF, §$10. ED Denson, POB 158, Akierpoint CA 85411
D158. (PNC3 5-93)

WANTED: Scoft 1863, 27¢ Auduban, “L." LARGE
block tagging, stip ol 20 (NO straight edge). Well-
gang Elser, 4720 Oeser Run Courl, Alexandria, VA
22308-1101_{5-83)

% NAME YOUR OWN REWARD =

| OFFERED $25 REWARD for information leading to the
purchase of matched sets ol plais dlocks of the 20¢
Gallaudat from Plales B and 9. Nobody took me up on
It If you know where | can find them, how much da
you want? Michaal . Kinney, 1430 Daly Ave., Wiscon-
swpld:, Wi, 54484, (715) 424-5261 after 6 p.m.
(5-93)

MIXTURE SCRTERS: 10¢ Tractor Trater stamps wanied
an place with privataly overprinted andorsements. Pay
$5.00 each, VF. Box TT, POB 20130, Shaker His., OH
44120, (5-93)

WANTED PS 18s: Regular Perlec XF-S, imperf, mis-
pert, miscut. John Tison (PNG3 473, APS, ASDA) B&J
Sales, 3012 5. Croddy Way, Santa Ana, CA 92704, 1-
800-854-4487. (B-83)

PNCs BY SUBSCRIPTION: It quiw simpis. Subscribe
to my new-issues sarvice and gat overy new plats
numbar as 8 PS/3 or PS/S, VF or XF ! alsd carry Far-
nam, Artcraft, anc Artmasier FOCS. Send $25 depasit
éléﬁlﬁﬂ. PQOB 20130, Shaker Heigihts, OH 44120, (5-

)

JOIN PHC3 For details, writa Joann Leny, 37211 Alper

Or., Btarting His. MI 48312-2203. (5-93)}

FOCx: Combinaticn covers of 2¢ Loco, B Press, PS/S
with PS/5 (Cotirell) from Plaims 3, 4, 6, 8, or 10. §14
#ach. §65 for all five. Esrati, PDA 20130, Shakar
Heights, OH 44120, (5-93)

B&0 RAILROAD cachet of KMC Yenture: FDC of 2¢ Lo-
comotive, Plai 3. PS/3 (Number on left stamp), poor-
Ty coniered, number cut; with 3¢ 80 commemonative
and 13¢ added postage. Frae i ariyone who loves
railroads on stamps. First coma gets it Esrati, OB
20130, Shaker Haights, OH 44120, {5-93)

KM VENTURE FDC: PS/3 of 7.4¢ Baby Buggy. PS/3,
number on lett stamp. §5. Esratl, POB 20130, Shaker
Heights, GH 44120, (5-93)

8.5¢ PRECANCEL, PS/3, Artmastar FDC, $20; Sama,
Gill Graft, $25; Combination with unprecancelsd £S/3,
KMC Ventira, $35. Same, but PS/5, H&H cachet, $40.
Earatl, POB 20130, Shakar Heights, OH 44120. (5-03)
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What are those tagging breaks, really?

By Stephen G. Esrati

When | was much younger, I edited The
German Postal Specialist, journal of the
Germany Philatelic Society (GPS).

The big controversy back then, around
1960, concerned the legitimacy of many
interim issues put out in what was later
the German Democratic Republic. There
was only one problem: An official exper-
tizer in the GDR, Werner Flaschendriger,
had 1o toe the party line while experts in
the United States and in West Germany
could report their findings based only on
empirical evidence.

Flaschendriiger rtepeatedly ruled that
such and such a stamp was frandulent be-
cause postal records did not back their ex-
istence. Expertizers on the other side
found the stamps legitimate after they
were found on postal documents ar non-
philatelic registered mail (such as from a
bank 1o a government office).

My task was hard because I wanted arti-
cles from Flaschendriiger, but [ also waat-
ed to insist that if the GPS would sign a
stamp as gennine, | woekd not allow Flas-
chendxtiger 1o say it had been fraudulently
prepated by collectors or crooked mail-
men

In 1991, the roles were swilched. 1 sud-
denly became Flaschendriger. | was con-
vinced that what we had found on PNCs
from the Cotirell presses would also ap-
pear on the Great Americans. That was
the panty line, and I toed it.

The siren song of Press 803

When | finally started sorting out the
scanty BEP data on the printing of Great
Americans, I found several that were re-
ported to have been printed on Press 803,
the precancel press that survived the fire
at BEP.

“Whit a minute,” [ said 10 myself.
“Look at them under the UV light to check
for tagging breaks.”

And, Bingo! I found breaks in the tag-
ging. Remarkably, the breaks I found, and
thase found later by others, were all on
stamps reported to have been printed on
Press 803 or on presses that wers not
identified, or were reported to have been
printed on the two presses consumed in
the flames with printing dates after the
fire.

1 called them tagging breaks. Because
they ran verticaily, 1 assumed that they
had been used to hold & wire or some oth-
&r faslener that held a makeshift tagging
device in place.

When Ken Moresu found the helical

HELICAL?—If this were really a
channal that holds a wire that holds
a tagging mat on the press, it wouid
have been helical. Alan Thompson
simply will not buy that notion.

tagging break shown above, I glibly ex-
plained that it was proof of my theory.

The naysayer breaks the bubble

Bu Alan Thomson wasn't having any.
First off, he would not buy the theory that
all the breaks had been printed on Press
803, feeling quite certain that they could
also have come from the three other
presses before the fire or Press 801 afier
the fire.

Second, he started to doubt that they

" were the tagging breaks I had termed

them. He said:

1 ne longer support tha idea of tagging
breaks on BGreat American Coltrell issues.
Aftor taking a mora careful look at all that
is avaiiahle to us, thers réaily is nothing
reliable to support ths concept. When
sgmathing concrete is presentad to show
that break lines exist, I'll ¢hange my mind.

I've become convincsd that the vertical
tagging voids we've seen do not truly lead
to a conciusion that there ars hreaks. The
vertical lines in themselves are not
breaks. You call these wvartical tagging
voids tagging breaks. | cail them scarred
roller voids.

Carry on, but until something changas,
I'm a pot-shooter on the sideiines. |f |
turn out to be wrong, I'll readily say so.

The Ken Lawrence ambush

All through the short histary of the PNC
Study Group, Ken Lawrence has repeat-
edly wamed us against reinventing the
wheel. He did not like the original PNC
Catalog numbers, pointing to the fact that
no dealer was using them (even though
ED Denson was). He objecied to various
other ideas, sometimes sticking W his
guns, and sometimes backing off whea
confronted by the somt of evidence poor

Flaschendriger could not accept because
the party would not allow it.

So | asked Ken what he thought of
Alan’s objections. Until then, Ken had
said nothing abount what TPN had been
printing about the breaks. True to form,
Ken (no longer a member of the study
group but still an associate editor of this
magazine) wrote:

Regarding the hullabaloo about tagging
breaks on Great Amaricans, plsase keasp in
mind that the Great Americans were the
lzst definitives printed on the Goftrell
prasses, not the first, and that we hava
some 17 years worth of axperisnce with
tagged Coftrall definitives before they
came along.

Some of the distinctive featuras are not
naw, but wars there all along. Before rein-
venting the whaei, members of the stucdy
group ought to rersad the existing litera-
ture on the subject.

And heze, another remarkable thing hap-
pened. Ken pointed us toward the writ-
ings aof Dr. Leon Cheris, the man who put
us on the trail of agging breaks on Cot-
trell-printed PNCs in the first place. Ken
continued, citing Dr. Cheris’ thesis on tag-
ging in the old Minkus caialog:

Typs | tagging usad four mats. When
properly registared, each mat tagged an
entire 100-subject pana portion of each
400-subject plate impression. Any corner
margin or singie has two untaggad mar-
gins.

Wayne Youngblood cailed this a form
of block tagging that tagged a whole
pane. Dr. Cheris called it “mat tagging.”

Typa Ul tagging used a roiler so the
*gaps and streaks™ disappsarad, leaving
only the outside (plate number and in-
scription) marging partially untagged.
Type lia used a widar roiler, s0 sven the
outer margins are tagged fully.

Type Il tagging used a cuved matal
plate instead of a set of mals or a rollec
The margins ara fully tagged or nearly s0,
tut 3 “hot line™ of intense phosphor or an
untagged narrow gap {"break" in our ter-
minglogy) appears on stamps from any
position on any pane.

In other words, Ken came out four-
square on the side of Alan by pointing to
Dr. Cheris” material in the Minkus caw-
log. 1 shoeld, of course, have looked
there before propounding the Fla-
schendriiger-like theory that fit so neatly
inlo my party line.

But the tagging breaks we have found
on the Great Americans don’t fitin any of
Dr. Cheris® three types, either. Dr. Cheris’
untagged gap is supposed to be lnun or
less wide. Qurs are ail wider.

According to Dick Sine, who is updat-
ing the Minkus catalog, Dr. Cheris is hard
at work updating the section on tagging.
O
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Tagging breaks on Cottrell Press PNCs (updated through Aug. 15, 1993)

Tat. No. | L (78 4L S 2L L L] R n SR &

2.2 8sm fose JiBowmSwiech J Symbole, 1xemalions
126 BS& B850 JIBC SHiBCM J 8 = Bar (vertical)

12-8 BS BChc Ji BObe J G = Clip (T-shapec)

12-10 BSIH BChe Ji BCtbe J $ « Scrow head

TSM-1 BSb fRSM J|Sw Clips and screw neads aiso
T5M-2 85 85k J}Gh | showberbralks.

T5M-3 B85 BowJ f8ch Jisch 80w J Clip and crow locations:
TSM-4 BSh BSMJ {BCH JiBCL iecm J I=lop; b=botionr c-compisie

15.2:3 BSI

1525 BSI

TITEA-V BCh J}BOW J

TITEA-2 Bl JjBC® J

TITEA-3 j BCh J BCbe J1 BCbe J Sb
TITEA-4 | BCb J BCibc J§ B8Chk J St

NOTE: Pisles 1 ad 2 0f the 5.2¢ Sheigh have been found with a horirontal joint line, mesnng a verlical Lagging break exists. Anyone with 3 hull roll would be able 10 coninm focation of veriical breaks!

Gslener

J = & junction of lour mais
has bean lound at Lhis loca-
tion, This is seen as a horimn-
i beak PLUS a2 venicat
breakr.

TIOCB-lotdii R :
Notes to above chart Qveral! tagging TiS 20 W 2., 100 ot Untagged stripe
ing hrask i 4
TITEA4-3R found uscd 11 a PS4, ™" raestantone dome vty Wz ik dCross iop or bottom
TLTEA-3-3R, found mint THSR-1-c¢ (W) L0 RN RORER msla Tap
. N T45C-1-0t (oo smm)(W) THOC- 204 VLA TSCW-1-ot Tap. battons
All.mm,m.xiu.t.qn_hx_mn. R Tl TR ) 17 TIOCB-l-otdull  Tep
W IL is the samp ey R TR 4 Circus Wagon is confirmed with ooy T15-2-01 Top, botiom
wi P o . T4SC-1-ot (onpufs) I, LIL, KL, 9L, 8L, cns bresk m 52 stanps, Hamps aat T$1-1 Top, botiom
This chant developed and updated M, 8, A, 4L, 3L,  marked have Two. Emn welcomes new reports.
0L Lin IR “W" indicmes that 2 “walking” Lagging
by Eugene R. Emst. Pleate report W, M, R W TR, beeak has also bean e Thia
new finds to him at 15522 Windy 10R, Vil 12 s em be m?“.n‘d'mmm_
Cove, Houston, TX 77095, Please in- ~ TSCW-1# . 4 1 e h:‘qnulion Jound oo Ml podtiocs.
clude & disgmm showing how you #ZL ¥IL, 3R, 4R, 5K, = porked position has not been confirmed.
count position. &1

FOR SALE:

Please inquire. :

$130.
18¢ Flag Ne. 6: Used singles:

5.2¢, 1, 2, 3, 5: 1L; 1R—8250, each.
5.9¢, 3 or 4: 1L, 1R—8750 each.
9.3¢, 5 or 6: 1L, 1R~~$750 each.
Offers are for F-VF or better in PS5.

37-E Stanwick Place
Stamford, CT 06905
(203) 325-2312

5.2¢, 3,5 mint: Long strips with top screw or bottom screw available from partial rolis.

DROP TRANSFER at 1L on PS5 of 11¢ Stutz No. 3. F-VF, $85; VF-XF, $105; XF-S,

* Several slightly short perfs on right; purple cancel, nicely centered. $275.
» One slightly short perf on left and right; wavy black cancel, XF-S centering. $250.

BUYING SCARCE GAPS

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz
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Great

50¢ Nimitz, Overall tagged, dull gum, Plate 3, untagged stripe across two top
stamps. LL PS/20, $20; or ZIP Block of 4, $6.50.

23¢ Cassatt, Overall tagged, Plate 2, tagging break appears at top or bottom of

block, $5.75.

56¢ Harvard, block tagged on phosphored paper, singles only, $5 each. Plate
blocks wanted, pay $15.

52¢ Humphrey, descriptive block of 6 with corrected dates, $4.50. Both blocks,

$8.50
Great Amertcans—Smgles are back,
kil buxign Ty kol o tqe bl na na
[, T N wihs. N
DN M woge w0 AK0.9 Y 20 T REET 1.
1 1DnE 10 130 20m 300 1 Melamenl 5 S0y 0ty ta00f
BN 15 Wit eE 0 50 1950 24 Lt 5 5509
e Y owd FISE & e
rm R k N
bl mﬂuhd 10 1wg(:: o L 15 1:::1 m‘l
. A% %4 Cenefl . ,
Sume, promi 55 1965 374 Millin Catirl n 04
1844 3 Cioy Cotel A0 1.9 1047 Ny Gkl n BO0IBE) 16001 BB
b LT 10 0.1 1847 30 Cork i N 5900}
M7 4y Sctwr Cotrel 15 4 %M 1858 40y Gilbrth BL ] O75(185  L900dT) BN
Same, wrtiag brmit faoa () 1888 40¢ Gilorth BE % s
:"m :P"F‘: :: ﬁg% NB A4 Comrait 06 ._:: 500 ;mg
Faran ‘ : M Ay Coeanask PE w
'1": :mh :: }njl';?} ne 3:.»..; n 181
: . i 455 Cunwy CE ® 3w
AR e et BE b Ai.g e gumu 1 1115(1-‘3
moawwe & n e
}: ¢ Lipgrarn L u :‘“ }:(:’ i-;m M!-ﬁnmuwllt Pk, oy b kP, S it
Tt Balibrin B . 4] .01 L W 5 Nz PE (b w []n ]
5 kbl x 10p-8 7R S Humstre PE bl -SRI mm
R NTawi 5 waT 2 550(1) el m W s
ﬂ ::nm . g tmuﬂ 0 100 it . oy
DR b iskinppege S0
TR Rt e ¢ X T T il 13 3201
e T HIE 7 Wl () @ s500)
N 10g Ros Cious PE x 50 NEW 7S Willca FE {hiny) 10 | 55001)
‘ ; * 100 St Rew 106 oy
A 2 ey o s ot
babigu b iy 2100 1 Hopre 0€ 19 70001
5 Helaidl 2 1204 0 200(%) 2190b St Hopkre PE Lanz. ¢ 14 70m
T I T mesgmas @
hnd K i R 00 6 S w aonfy
N7l 15 Cosy O ;. 1w W Hhawpt im 5007
S, Nyl ey 87,9 Tha (ellowing e nat Greal lmﬂm slamps, 44 you probably don‘t kave lhem.
Same, Wil ppoy mi 50 10340 1094 Mg Fag BE Dull 1800
W ® Al b :2‘.‘:2:-;‘- nsrmmum‘l{m i need
[y
Plains ¥, 5 weslnt, poy 5. 5ot blosk CI18  45¢ Longiey OF 5
AW Wlx F e
g:.m,pml mm Abbravisiiens used i descriplions: el
18 1 lpan Cattred . 180(1-4) Tagging: SeBiack; O=Ovarall; PxPraphasphormd; U=Uniagged [or Untagqed saivage);
1880 16y Beguoyan Cotred N 300 (oot} Tlﬁl?ll g
bl b . B4 Portorttions: LaL Porfursier; ExEweka Bl ape; BE=Siraight et
ot m 2
mm uum.g * 1 have a complete stock of ZIP and copyright blocks. All prices net,
T G e “ AN 1hooe No discounts. Prices subject to change. Some quantities limited. |
Sarna, o T Y pay postage on orders aver §10, otherwise piease add 52 cents.
8 NeTumnd L oM () 13000 .
e 2t « 3073 1992 Lighthouse supplements
% ﬁmﬁ?.'i 138 | carry all Lighthouse aibums, album supple-
% gm&l .2 :2{11: . ments, binders, UV lamps, stock books, and
1 224 Auslon I # Ty supplies at a 15% discount. Added 5% off for
70 24 Coatth 2 lw“(il' PNC? members. Call or write for details.
e 3
NEN 2 CuekFE 2 o]
me mamx s am STEPHEN G. ESRATI
2N e g 2 g P.0. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, Ohlo 44120
WA 200 Warm & W eme Telephona: (216) 561-9393 FAX: (216) 752-5002
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Iagumg, DIEEE I'IUIIIEEI'S and pE”OI‘ﬂ[IOﬂ varieties of Greal Americans Series
ot 3k L/block

I.munll Hamow/block Harrowioverall  Marrow/phospbered  Uniagged
$ Dix Lﬁ'!) A{l
il Hanagan 34l E T 2 enhcnalhy
5 i E (i . E (1) Error (2] Intenti
O¢ Red Cloud EL SR EOE E(1,.2) Enor
~ E{1L3) E17 21 31) 12, 3500
i E2) b (30% (A b
1863 22¢ Audubon L (1 E{3) L {1} Error
2B Cassaft kil E Y EQR ETY o
a 1058 Ln0n $3 D00k EO.0% t Ol enon
21894 1oot London bocks X E (T Error (31.50 oniy]
[“YE54 1306 Taiibach i} E E@
L b T Ta 5
1858 10¢ Glbram T 3
[ZT86  |30¢ Chennaall |2l | 3¢ € 1) Erfor
[“ZTBE  145¢ Lushi 1) Bl ) Erfor —
TRy imﬂlm% w{(1234) $E(1,2 B2 3% 3 [shiny gum) L{", E{1, d) Error
10y 175¢ Wilkie 2 T2 [dull gum) 1 Tehiny] ~
sz 20)) 3 F T 12 0ull 3% shiny)._$ & (IYEr
216 i85 Harle E{) € [21F
Symbois usad in this chart:

L = {-perforator 10.9 10.9 E = Eureka off-press bull's-eye 11.2x 1.2 A = APress in-line bull's eve 11.2x 11.2
¥r $5 beoklel only 192 x 11.2. The $1.50 and §3 (Plale 1) bookiets ale biock tagged ard perforated (10 x 9.8) in-line on Goebel booidet-making equipment
® Prinied on an I8 currency press. Tagged off press. All have shiny gum.
* Overall tgging in all selvage. T Untagged area in selvage.
£ Lerw paper {sotid fagging). - Mokled prephaspharing.
15¢ Cody does mot exist on on prephosphored paper,
Data Erstcompiled for Lizn's World Stamp Almanac by Wayna L. Youngbivod. Updated by the PKC Study Group.

Tagulng, plate numbers, and perforations of Great Americans known in only one version

E-E/Xoitrell Ovenall L'bieck L/Overall Harrawleck Harrow/overall Harrow/phosphored Liphosphored  Untagged
2168 1¢ Muldnell EY) E Emor
2163 2¢ Mary Lyon E(t,2) E (1) Erre
1845 2¢ Stravimky 123456 E-E Emor
1846 3¢ Clay 1,2 £-E Emor
70 ¢ White 123 E Emor
1847 ¢ Schurz 1234 €-EBmor
1848  5¢ Suck 1234
172 S5¢Black ) E(1.2) € (2) Error
1849 64 Lippmann 1
1350  7¢ Baldwin 1
1851 8¢ Knox 14568 L (7 Emor
1852 9¢ Thayer 1
1853 10¢ Russall 1 L Errar
1854 11¢ Partricige 23458 L Error
1855 13¢CraryHorse 1234 E-E Eror
1856 14¢ Lowis 1
271 4¢Hown E{1Y)
1857 17¢ Carsom 123413141516 E-E Error
2179 17¢ Lockwood E(2 EEmor
1856  18¢ Mason 123456 E-E Ermr
1859  19¢ Sequoyah 39529, 39530
1960 20¢Bumche  1234,567310,11,13 E-E Emor
1861 20¢ Galtaudet 125639
2180 21¢ Carlson E(1)
2183 25¢ London Sheet EN2
2184 28¢ Sitting Bull g
21844 2¢ Wacrem $1, 82
NEW  29¢ Jefferson 51,82
1965  35¢ Orew 1234
2185  35¢ Chavez 81,52
1866 37¢ Millikan 1234 £ Enor
2190 52¢ Humphrey 1E dull, tshiny
261 56¢ Harvard E() £ Emor
2% 65¢ Amokd E(1) E Emor
219t §1 Rovel E(1) E Emor
2% R E(d) E Eror

MM%I!MIMMMM
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By Richard Beecher

The 35¢ Dennis Chavez stamp was issued in 1991 to cover
several possible rates. The most common is the basic letter rate
to Mexico. The Chavez stamp couid also be used to pay the
more obscure surface posicard rate 1o a foreign destination other
than Canada or Mexico (the airmail rate is 40¢).

A still move obscure rate is shown on this cover. For a fee of
35¢, USPS will supply a mailer with a comrected or updated ad-
dress for third-class bulk mail if it has an “Address Correction
Requested™ endorsement. Unlike firstclass mail, UsPs will not
forward or return bulk mail (uniess it has a “Forwarding and Re-

Stephen G. Esrati
P. O. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Correction
Requested

IF 30X 1% CHECKED
YOUR SUBSCRIFTION
HAS EXPIRED

turn Postage Guaranteed” endorsement such as the one used by
TPN. Without such an endorsement, the mailpiece is discarded.
If the mattpiece had no guarantee, the corrected or updated ad-
dress is completed on Form 3579, which is then placed in an en-
velope like the one above, and is then mailed o the original
sender. ]

This cover has a San Francisco machine cancel dated July 22,
1992. Postage due of 35 cents was paid on July 31 at the Eden-
dale Station in the Echo Park section of Los Angeles.

If you have a Great Americans cover of interest, send a black-
and-white photocopy 10 Richard Beecher, 10779 Woodbine St.
#302, Los Angeles, CA 90034,

BULK MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
CLEVELAND, ORIO
PERMIT 1216




