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BEP is resurrecting plate data back to 1991

By Stephen G. Esrati
The Postal Service asked
BEP in October 10 reconstruct
all plate-activity reports going
back to December 1991, BEP
officials told Alan Malakoff of
the PNC Study Group. The
Postal Service strongly denies
making any such a request.

In response to a Freedom of
Information Act (FOI) request
from Malakoff, BEP it sending
him copies of what is being re-
constructed for USPS.

Malakoff was told that BEP
stopped compiling the reports
when then-Assistant Postmas-
ter General Gordon Morison
told BEP to stop doing so0 be-
cause the Posta] Service had
no need for them.

Rick Arvomio of the Stamp
Distribution and Acquisition
Branch denied that usps had
asked for reconstruction of the
reports and said the Postal
Service had no need for the re-
ports, did not want them, and
did not order them. However,
because the reports are techni-
cally the property of the “cus-
tomer” (USPS), Arvonio said

THE VAULT—This is whera platas for printing PNCs are

kept.

he had to gran! permission o
BEP to release the reports to
Malakoff under the FOI act.

Because no records were
kept since Morison ordered
the reports stopped, BEP is re-
compiling the data from plate
cards that show when each
plae was handled. This is
much more difficult and time-
consuming than if done from
the monthly reports that used
to be sent to USPS.

BEP iold Malakoff he would
Teceive the repors in batches,
and at the end of November he
received some reports, based
not on activity during a partic-

ular month but by plate num-
ber. None of the data received
by Malakoff covered PNCs or
Great Americans.

Sharing the information
Meanwhile, members of the
study group, each working on
a portion of the new catalog,
and John Larson and Kim
Johnson, who prepare plate-
activity data for the Bureau Is-
sues Association (BIA), tried
ta get the information directly
from the Bureau, which was
unaffected by what was per-
ceived 0 be a Postal Service
gag order by on ils printers.

Arvonio said no gag order had
ever been issued. What did
lake place, Arvonio said, was
that he reminded suppliers of
their contractnali agreements
not to divuige information
without permission of the
Postal Service, agreements
that had been in place for
many years.

But that was nol how the
printers reacted. The spokes-
person for American Bank
Note Co. said at the time, “I'm
not allowed to talk to you any-

more.

A similar repiy came from
Stamp Venturers.

A spokesperson for BEP said
simply that as an independent
federal agency it could not be
muzzied that way. Arvonio,
however, pointed out that all
information given out by BEP
has o be approved by the
Postal Service (a practice that
was foliowed even hefore the
“gag order™).

In response w the many re-
quests for data, BEP seemed

Please turn to Page 12

TPN goes to Washington, comes back with some answers

* Transportations and Great Americans are alive

* Collector named to stamp information post

Neither the Transporiation Series nor the Great American Se-
ries is dead yet, according to Joe Brockert of the Postal Service,
but an announcement is due this year about a new set of
definitives.

The only stamp in either series to be unveiled by the Poslal
Service on Dec, 7 at the National Postal Museum in Washington
was the 20¢ Virginia Apgar stamp, which will replace the re-
<ently reprinted 20¢ Truman in October.

A previously leaked intemal document of the Postal Service
had included a 27¢ Swan and a 29¢ Blue Jay in the Wildlife Se-
ties, but Brockert said the Swan and Blue Jay were dead.

Azeezaly laffer, the new stamp czar, said the 27¢ citizens’ rale
Swan died when the counts backed the Postal Service, which had

refused to institute the citizens’ rate, a recommendation made by
Please turnto Page 6

Connie Totten-Oldham, a stamp collector, has been named
manager of market and product publicity at the Postal Service.
That puts her at the head of the office that handles news and in-
formation aboul stamps,

She was chosen by Azeezaly §. Jaffer, the new slamp czar
whaose formal title is manager of stamp services.

She has previously been in charge of communications at Akron
and Cleveland, Ohio, and at Atlanta.

Totten-Oldham said one of her first objectives will be to teach

Please turn 1o Page 21
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WORSE BEFORE BETTER

When the Oct-Dec. Stamps stc. catalog arrived, it
showed two self-adhesive coils with plate numbers about
which there had been absolutely no word from Postal Ser-
vice Headquarters. The catalog said the Pine Cone coil
would go on sale ar Kansas City on Nov. 4 and the four-
design Christmas coil at New York on Oct. 27.

The Christmas first day at New York was to coincide
with the ASDA Mega Event. Bur an immediate shortage
developed at the show and people waited in line for up to
four hours two get plate-numbered strips. The shoreage oc-
curred despite an attempt by Postal Headquarters to get
more rolls to the show by Express Mail, and sales at the
show were limired to 10 strips.

That’s a helluva way o run z railroad!

What is even worse is that nobody knew that there
would be a first day of the coils at the Mega Event be-
cause the news release out of Washington forgot to men-
tion that a coil format even existed.

But if that's bad, what is absolutely despicable is that
you cannot buy the coils anywhere except through the
Philatelic Fuifillment Service Center.

This policy was not even used for the Universal Vend-
ing Machine Coils, which were also available wherever an
ECA GARD machine was sct up. What arc philatelic coun-
ters for if you cannot buy current U.S. stamps there?

This policy of limiting the stock of philatelic clerks
has now been expanded as well to reprinced stamps that
are announced by news rcleases from Washington, scamps
such as the 1¢ Omnibus, 2¢ Locomotve, 20¢ Truman,
23¢ Cassatt, and others,

Even dealers are having an awful time obtaining the re-
prints, leading to situations where only one dealer has an
item that is an officially announced stamp of the Unired
States, but you can’t find it, vou can’c buy ir, and phila-
telic clerks refer you gendy to the cave in Kansas City.

That's a helluva way to run a railroad!

Postmaster Generai Marvin Runyon has finally named a
stamp czar, Azcezaly Jaffer, to be boss over the various
parts of the Postal Service that used to be just one, the

The Plate Number

and Great Americans Review

Editer: Stephen G. Esrad
Contributing editors: AS. Cibulskas
Kim Cuniberti

Ken Lawrence

Richard J. Nazar

Published gix times a year by Stephen G. Esratd, P.O. Box 20130, Shaicer
Heighis, Ohio 441 20-0130, Subscriptian price iz $16 2 year (§14 to members
of PNC". Please add 54.50 for first-clazs mail o7 for addresses onutside North
America. EnnncmlamCupyng}uOlW3bySlqlhmG Estati.

ing ratcs: 525 & g page (vertically or | ly), 345 a
half page; $50 a page. Oﬂwduphynl:m&i;oolmnmdl (1% inches
wide), Classificd nids: 15 conits 8 word, na charge for your address. Classified
display: $5 a column inch (1% inches wide).

Stamps Division.

At Houston’s big APs show, Jaffer was asked whether the
Transportation Series and the Grear Americans Series
would stay in use. He did not understand the question,

promising to get back to the questioner fram Washing-
ton.

So we have a stamp czar who knows zilch about stamps.
That's a sure way o fix the busted railroad. But Jaffer is a
quick learner. Maybe he’ll straighten out the mess created
when Carving Marvin got rid of all the old-timers who
knew about stamps and replaced them with a bunch of
know-nothings.

Jaffer has already appointed a collector to replace him-
self in his former post. He is insdcuting new procedures
to get wechnical information to collectors. And he’s lis-
tening to our gripes about our problems.

What are the problems?

# Stamps appear without prior announcement.

# Announcements of upcoming stamps are not only
omitted o late, bur are somerimes dead wrong.

% New stamps cannot be obtained locally by collec-
tors, sometimes nowhere befare the deadlines for first-
day cover servicing runs our.

% Secrecy reigns, including the infamous gagging of
printers who may not speak to reporters (USPS says it's not
a “gag rul¢” bura “reminder.”} #

LETTERS Reader finds a Hopkins variety shown in Linn’s

I recendy recad an article in Linn’s (Oct. 4, page 50) re-
garding a new $1 Hopkins flaw. [ have found in my col-
lection two plate blocks containing the flaw pictured in
the article. They are also from an upper right plare block
from Plate 1 and are overail-tagged as described in the
article,

Letters to the editor
All letters are welcome. TPN reserves the right to edit and condense let-
ters, Lo prim them a8 bylined articles, or 1o reject them, For the sake of eff-
ciency, readers are umged 10 write to P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heightu, OH
44120. TPN will forward letters to the proper amthorities for replies. Un-

tigned replies are by Steve Eqrati.
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I had purchased the stamps in May 1993 while looking
through other stamps ac my local post office. I immedi-
ately recognized something strange about the marking
and bought the only two the clerk had. [ don’t know how
long she had them in her stock. She said she did not often
work at that post officc and the stamps had probably been
there more than s year.

Unfortunately my stamps arc not as well centered as the
one in the article, and the perforations picrce a tiny bit of
the flaw, bur it is there nonetheless, in cxacdy the same
place as the one pictured.

Should I submit the blocks to the Philatelic Foundation
or the APS for certificates, or send them to Score Publish-
ing, hopefully to get this variety catalog status?

Wayne Meyers
Flagstaff, Ariz.

In reply: Getting a certificate with a photo sounds like a
good idea, but don't mouns the certificate on the page if you
intend to exhibit. It's considered bad form. However, you can
copy the photo on the certificate to explain your echibit,

It is unlikely that sending the stamps to Scott would add one
iota of information to the catalog. They dont do much with
modern varieties.

Gum breakers later than expected

The Swmmary of Data on the G'rm: Americans indicates
the gum breakers lasted longer than I had carlier be-
lieved. The key to the gum breaker story, of course, is
not the press used, but the perforator on which the breaker”
roller bar was mounted.

Since there were multiple perforators (I assume} com-
pared to the number of Cottrell presses, breaker and
breaker-free panes could have been processed simultane-
ously.

In reply: This would seem highly unlikely What is more
probable is that some Great Americans that show gum break-
ers were printed at a different vime than these without break-
ers. This belicf is based on our experience with PNCs, where we
could spot resurns to press by changes in paper, etc.

The conclusion to be reached, therefore, is that the perforator
was the same, bus the breaker roller was removed.

Do you have any data on the clectric-eye perforators?

Louis Fiser

Seaccle
In reply: No.
Untag§ed 5¢ Motorcycle
Enclosed is 2 strip of the 5¢ Motorcycle. To me it ap-
pears un

It was part of a roll from Plates 1 and 2, and only one
roll was available,

A second roll of 3,000 in the same small country post
officc showed the number 4. The untagged roll would
have escaped me had the wrapper not been missing,

In reply: It is truly untagged, Bus Richard Nazar, who -
amined anosher strip from the same roll, found ome speck of
taggans on the strip be saw.
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Pedro’s World of PNCs
by Pedro Ortegon, M.D.

*Calling all pasts! Calling all posts! Red alert! Red alert! Es-
rati is approaching USPS H. . Each man must do

bzrdmy—mdrbeh:tamhﬁmmdmmytbcpbn—aﬂ
repores and take the cyanidel”

Please grade this srrxp of P5/5 USA S111. I say VF-
XF and a friend says “average” because the number is on

the bortom. Whar do we
grade, the design or the lo-
cation of the number?

Bob Novak

Edison, N.J.

In reply (by Steve Esrati):
The psrs of USA S111 is v
XF in my estimation becavse
the numbers are clear of the

Presonea 23
First-Class

cdge of the stamp, the sgamp is beausifully centered up and
doum and left-to-right.

In grading strips with multiple numbers, we alo wans the
numbers ro be aligned. These are not quire, keeping it from a
Sull xF.

Paper color on 17¢ Electric Auto

1 have a continuing interest in the 17¢ Electric Auto and
have some questions.

There is a very significant difference in the tnted paper
of certain strips. For example, the precanceled strips in
Typeface A exhibit a very blue color on Plates 3 and 6,
while Plate 5 shows but a minute mace lefr of the joine
line. I understand that the tint is caused by the wiping
system being less than perfect, but why so great a varia-

tion?
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Does this tindng have anything to do with the desirabii-
ity of the plate-numbered strip? 1 have found nothing in
the literature related to the subject of tint beyond the cas-
ually mentioned on Page 282 of Linn’s Plate Number Coil
Handbook. 'T hete is also 2 much bolder, darker precancel
on some serips such as a SA and a 3C. Is chis the result of
inking?

E.V. Chadwick
Shavertown, Pa.

New paper specifications found

The writer is a specialist on tagging who takes color photos of
tagging varieties wnder UV.

On Nov. 15 [ met for about four hours with same big
guns of the Postal Service. I had set up the meeting with
Joe Peng, program manager for quality control, but he
was out of town. Without using the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOI), [ was allowed to ask as many questions as
[ could. Many were answered; many were not o prevent
counterfeiting.

[ was given a 31-page USPS document on paper specifica-
tions (USPS-P-1191A of June 2, 1993, superseding usPs-p-
1191 of May 24, 1991). Have you seen this?

In reply: TPN published the 1991 specs in the May 1993
isiue, thinking they were the most recems. TPN had te wse the
FOI to get the data, although we were told later that this
shauld not have been necessary.

Since this document may be of use to collectors, I am
prepared to make photwcopies and mail it ta anyone for
$4 to cover my costs.

Bruce Menia
751 Elm Ave.
Selkirk, NY 12158-1213

All hail to strips of eight!

Another fine job by the usps! Now that it seems we're
more or less obliged to coilect a serip of eight of the
Christmas thing, how’re we supposed to mount it?

Sure, vertically, Well, for 10 years ['ve been using
black-backed heavy stock pages with clear acetate pock-
ets for all my PNCs, and [ assure you chis strip of eight
won't fir horizontally! The five-stamp Pine Cone will,
however, so that's one out of two. [ can only hope the UsPs
doesn't come up with additional number combinations on
the contemporary. I'm sure not about to buy a different
type of “album page” at this late date and stare ail over.

Te me, this is an aggravation, and [ usually express my
feelings. I feel certain there are many others who fecls as
I do, but why don’t they ever say so?

George Kuln
Frutland Park, Fla.

In reply: TPN 5 phone has been ringing off the hook with
two complaints: the length of the strips and the fact that the
self-stick “coils™ are sold only ro collectors. Now you wouldn’t
believe, would you, that these stamps were prinved this way (at
more than 85 printing cost per 1,000} to be sold enly 1o collec-
tors? Or would you?

11111

Afj/l@,

111

WHITE HOUSE VARIETIES (CONTINUED)—Wayne Meyers
circled these three varieties of the plate number in Ho-
ward Foster’'s drawingin the Novembaer issua as the va-
rieties that he reported in the September issue,

High and low White House 13s

Is there 2 nervous “137?

I’ve noticed various distances between the bottom of the
frame and the top of the plate number on Plate 13 of the
29¢ White House,

At first I thought my magnifier nceded adjustment, or
my eyeballs, but no! Under 16-power che distances are in-
deed varied from 0.25mm to approximately 0.5mm;
from seeming to rouch the bottom to good, clear distanc-
es when viewed with the naked eye.

This is hard to explain as the number is secure on the
sleeve and image pressure and ink appear about the same.
Did someone make two Plates 137

Daniel W, Kauffman
Port Chatlotte, Fla.

P.S. “I see it all now!” said the blind man.

My 12s express the same appearance, and pronounoud
heavy inking elucidates the sicuation.

More obvious than the White House 135, the 125 show
the heavy inking and fuzzy frame lines that spill over and
make the numbers appear closer. The more lightly inked
items have clear spaces berween the vignerre and the num-
ber,

EPS, I guess I'll have o teach Kim Cuniberri how to
play “Wheel of Fortune”—or how to gambile.

In reply: First off, youve answered your own question. Sec-
ond, your reference to T PNt associate editer shows that you
bave high expectations. He won almost $4,000, and to most

L 1



people that's a nice hunk of change. On top of that, be took
home a bunch of electronic toys, worth about $2,000.

Is it a mystery; or is it a fraud?

Enclosed is a photocopy of a cover I traded for ar Air-
pex '93.

At first glance, the cover is not much tw look at—a win-
dowed envelope [with a 17¢ Electric Awo from Plate 5
precanceled in Ty peface B] and a one-sheet notce that the
recipient had not yet paid the $11.97 due for a subscrip-
tion to SELF.

Now for the fun. The invoice is dated May 17, 1983,
For the Plate 5 Type B the most recent PNC Catalog lists
an cstimated “to press” date of July 1, 1993,

If this cover is legitimate, it looks as if the 17¢ Auto
[with a Type B precancel] might have been prineed earlier
than May 17. In addition, if there is some other evi-
dence floating around that might indicate an carlier press
date, this cover could possibly add another argument for
the earlier printing date—even if the cover is only possi-
bly legitimate.

So what do we have here, 2 mystery, a mystery solved,
or-—most probably—a fraud.

Joann Lenz,
Sterling Heighrs, Mich.

In reply: Its no fraud. Obviousty BEP did not report which
typeface wens to press when, The typefaces are classifications es-
tablished by collectors; they were all the same to BEP.

1t did not even report all returns to press. The dares in the
catalog were estimated by the Plate Nurmber Coil Study Group

wsing what data we had,
Plate 5 07/14/81
Plate § 12/11/84
Place $ precanceled 11/23/82
Plate 5 precanceled 07101/83
Plate 5 precanceled 02/03/84

Plate § precanceled 12/05/84

What Lenz has proved is not only an earlier EkU, but abio
that the study group guessed wrong in assigning the knoun
press dates to the typefaces,

Now they're revaluing labels

Here’s a usps-revalued coil fabel I got on a roll of 1¢
Omnibus, Plate 2, no tagging.
Ed Denson
Alderpoins, Calif.
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Why issue self-stick coils?

The appearance first of self-adhesive coils without numbers
and then with plate rumbers stems from the Postal Service's ser-
vicing of FDCs, according to the folks who ordered them mude,
the Stamp Distribution and Acquisition Branch (SDAR) of USPS.

Doug lams, writing in Ceil Line, said the need for USPS work-
ers 1o apply stamps o FDCs also was the reason why unfolded
booklet panes came into being.

The coils are not available anywhere except from the Kansas
City cave that houses the Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center.

That does not, however, answer the question of why these coils
needed plate numbers. None of the officials at a bull session in
Postal Headquarters had the answer.

When Linn's asked the Postal Service, Michael Schreiber wes
told it was for “accounmbility.” lams said “getting money out of
PNC collectors must have crossed their minds.”

But Rick Arvonio of sDAS indicated he would prefer collectors
0 buy sheets and booklets, not realizing that from the collecior's
point of view a cail is & coil and a booklet is a booklet.

Al first, self-stick coils were available only in short lengths.
Then, Study Group cocrdinator Richard Nazar obtained a whale
roll of 29¢ Eagle and Shields from the cave. He found them to
be spliced.

Nazar leamned of the spliced rolls because the main philatelic
window at L."Enfant Plaza in Washingion had sold some. By the
time Nazar got there, they were all gone.

Joe Brockert of SDAB said the sale of those rolls at L’Enfant
Plaza was an emor. ‘

Nazar thought he had obtained a rarity from Kansas City be-
cause he had been told at L’Enfant Plaza that the sale of whole
rolls was a Ruke and no more rolls could be obrained.

But Dr. Robert Rabinowitz soon found that they could be
bought from the cave as complete rolis. He was told that they
had been cut into short strips because collectors objected W the
splices.

Some dealers staried charging stiff markups for the splices.

What was strange in the entire episode was this. The stamps
are printed in sheets, then cut inio strips and spliced to make up
the rolls. And then the cave cut them apart again, not only throw-
ing away four stamps, but aiso destroying the splices.

Nazar learned in November from the cave that no coils are be-
ing cut anymore.

The cave originaily needed them to apply stamps to FDCs sent
in by customers. Later, when USPS started selling its own FDCs,
that practice was stopped, but USPS employees still had o appiy
the stamps to the Postal Service's own uncacheted Fpcs, (]

:“A‘ab‘&‘h‘ﬁﬁﬁ&&h&‘“&&“\
4
|
F [s this a sleeper?

b Scott’s 1994 Specialized does not::
bilist the overall-tagged 45¢ Langley .
b. airmail stamp. | have a limited stock };

reved

b<of UL plate blocks at $25 each. 4
] - »
3 Steve Esrati ¢
4 P.0. Box 20130 4
4 Shaker Heights, OH 44120 4
.................... o
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TPN Awerage
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Test coils available from USPS

When the 1994 Winter Olympics stamps go on sale Jan. 4 in
Salt Lake City, collectors will also get their first chance legiti-
mately to obtain a U.5. test coil.

That, at least, was the plan as TPN wenl to press.

The Salt Lake City post office is preparing a first-ever U.S.
Postal Service gift certificate, good for the purchase of one pane
of 20 of the new stamps. The §5.80 certificate, locally printed,
will be validated by one test coil stamp which will be obliterated
by a dated ball cancel. Without both validations, the gift cer-
tificate is not valid.

Test coils, catalogued for the first time in the 1994 Scoir Spe-
cialized Catalogue, have been difficult for collectors o obtain,
and most extant copies were acquired “under the table.” Scolt
prices them only one way, but notes that defaced stamps sell for
more.

Since this stamp will be officially canceied, the Salt Lake City
post office may end up selling more cenificates than wiil be re-
deemed for Olympic stamps. Order the gift certificates from the
Philatelic Window in Salt Lake City, UT 84199.9611. Make
checks out to "Postmaster.”

Change ig,companenty of the TEN Aygrage

CATALOG - % Change
8311 'r 121t .15 s 0.00%
M10-—-A33133 BS A1) 3528 1551 1%
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M10—-ASS55unt Fishing AShES $11.96 31158 AT
Mx—1 Consumee 1 £22056 21008 -118%
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Bi—1 Tam 3 -¢{lls] 22680 150%
Bi—-4-A Trans ] $168 $I648 -1 24%
B—¥IN Tm 3 53134 $3097 1%
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i Tam ] 21824 2058 120%
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The TPN Avemge declined modestly this month, still
reflecting a move by dealers to net pricing. Joining the move-
ment toward net pricing, Teresa Wajek of PNCs Unlimited cut
many of her prices in her November list. She follows {chrono-
logically) Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, Al Haake, Jerry Koepp, and
Steve Esrati.

Great Americans, Transportation Series not dead—yet

Continued from Page |

the Postal Rate Commission.

While the Postal Service has not announced many definitives
for 1994, the new $1 and $5 definitives will be essays not used
in the series of 1869. One of these will be diamond-shaped,
Brockert said. They would replace the $1 Hopkins and $S Harte,
both Great Americans.

No new stamps are planned in 1994 in the Wildlife Series,
which the Poslal Service steadfastly refuses to recognize as a se-
ries,

The main concern of PNC collectors in 1994 might have been
the G stamps, which have been in production since early 1992 at
American Bank Note, Stamp Venturers, and BEP. But Postmaster
General Marvin Runyon has announced his intention not to in-
crease postal rates in 1994, so the G stamps will not be needed.

Judging from an internal Postal Service communication listing
Itern Numbers for 1954 issues, H stamps have also been printed
in expectation of the rate hike after the one to be represented by
G stamps.

The self-stick stamps

The 1994 Love stamps will include self-adhesives, Runyon
said al the nnveiling. According to the internal memo, they will
appear as coils, as well. They portray a sunrise.

If our recent experience with the Christmas and Pine Cone
coils is any indication, the Love stamp coils will have plate num-
bers.

None of the postal offictals interviewed by TPN before the un-
veiling was able to explain why plate numbers appear on the

self-stick coils.

However, joe Brockert of the Stamp Distribution Branch ex-
plained the reason why self-stick coils are needed by the Postal
Service and why they are on sale only at the Philawelic
Fulfillment Service Center.

“These were crealed to make it possible for our people in Kan-
sas City to affix stamps to maiied-in FDCs,"” Brockert said.

Rick Arvonio of Stamp Distribution said, “We'd rather just
sell the self-adhesives as panes of 18."

Arvanio may not have been aware that to coliectors the two
products are entirely different stamps.

There will also be a seif-adhesive Stame of Liberty coil

The 1994 Christmas stamps will feature Santa Claus and will
be in self-stick coil strips of 12 or in full coils of 3336.

Another sell-stick item, in booklet and coil form, will show
Summer Garden Flowers.

At the unveiling, no mention was made of any self-stick coils.

The Mary Breckinridge stamp

Four or five years ago, the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Commit-
tee approved a new design for the Great Americans Series that
would have pictured Mary Breckinridge, founder of the Frontier
Nursing Service. The stamp was held up because her family ob-
jected to its design.

Its designer, Christopher Calle, who was present at the unveil-
ing, said he had gone through four design changes on the stamp
50 far,

The stamp is not or the schedule for 1994. When it was due 10
be issued, the 21¢ Chester Carlson was issned in its piace. [
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Scott Specialized keeps bias against modern

By Stephen G. Esrati

The new Scont Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps shows many im-
provements. For the first time, plate num-
bers are given and priced for booklets.
Also for the first ime, some, but not all,
gum types are identified.

The catalog contirues to be inconsistent
in its handling of modern U.S. malerial
and keeps piving the impression that it
will get around lo showing detailed illus-
trations of modern stamps when they be-
come “classics.” Wait 100 years or so and
they'l} get it right.

To illustrate this, one need look only at
the first 20 pages of the main body of
U.S. stamps. Here are detailed descrip-
tions showing how to tell one stamp from
another. In addition, one can find pricing
far almost every variety known.

To pick just one exampie at random, for
the 90¢ blue Washingion of 1857-61
Scott lists prices for two different double
transfers and for a short transfer. In addi-
don, it lists the earliest known use (EKU).

Compare this to the treatment of one
modern stamp, the 17¢ Electric Auto in
the Transporiation Series.

Scott prices the seven known plate num-
bers as strips of three or five and indicates
that there are three different precancel
styles. In the 12 years since the stamps
appeared, they have been smdied, ana-
lyzed, described. The PNC Catalog lists
11 different entries for this stamp alone.

The se-tenant precancel styles are not
even mentioned in Scott.

In addition, there are some well-known
plate cracks, and these, oo, are not men-
tioned. Nor, by the way, is any EKU, a
point that has become more and more es-
sential in the past several years what with
the Postal Service being sloppy about ear-
1y releases and almost every new issue be-
ing found by collectors before the official
first day.

My greatest complaint about the han-
dling of PNCs is that Scott once again has
been stuck in a rut of its own making. It
calls all untagged, service-inscribed
stamps “untagged, Bureau precancels.”
“Bureau precancels” refers w precancels
made in Washington by the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing as opposed to local
precancels made in local post effices.

But precancels have changed. They are
now made by private printers such as
Stamp Venturers and American Bank
Note Co. 1t is time 10 change the termi-
nology o “national precancel.”

The entry in the new volume that sur-

Publisher sets siandards
for self-adhesive PNCs;
renames unacknowledged
Wildlife Series as Flora
and Fauna set

prised me most was for the Pheasant
booklets. The one with the red removed
from the sky is priced at $130, up from a
mere $9.50 last year. But another high
flier, the overall-tagged 30¢ Laubach in
the Great Americans Series, is nol even
mentioned. Plate blocks of this stamp sell
for more than 10 times that of the biock-
tagged version. But Scott does not even
indicate that two varieties exist.

Another anomaly in the listings for the
Great Americans Series is that the head-
ing lists the perforations one way (Perf.
11 x 101/, Perf. 11}, but the entries show
most of the bull's-eye perforations listed
as 11.2. Why can the header not say the
same thing? It’s because of some arcane
internal rule that Scott has followed for
years, of Tounding off perforation gauges,
even when it detracts from exacmess. The
fact of the matter is that the perforations
here are never 11, but either 10.9 or 11.2.
Why can we not be told this?

Scott apparently has not yet made up its
mind about how 10 handle the new varie-
ties of PNCs and the Great Americans Se-
ries, which have started appearing with
shiny gum. So, while it lists the 50¢ Ni-
mitz as “Perf. 11.2, dull finish gum,” it
does not list the same stamp as aiso hav-
ing shiny gum. Further, the dull gum va-
riety exists with two types of tagging. It's
not in Scott. And the shiny-gum perf.
11.2 variety is prephosphored. That’s not
in, either.

Nor are the two types of gum on the 75¢
Humphrey listed, but, in the event you
think this is because they were issued too
recently, the 29¢ Jefferson, which came
out later, did make it into the listings.

Scott continues to be obdurate as well
about the 25¢ Flag Over Yosemite coils,
While it prices the two tagging types on
this set, it disdains from assigning them
separate numbers. So how does one use
Scott to order a prephosphored (which
Scott calls “pre-phosphorized™) strip of
Plaie 1, priced in Scott at $37.50 (up $5)
for a strip of three and $40 (also up $5)
for a strip of five?

The editorial board’s lassitude in wait-
ing until stamps become classics may also

expiain why the 45¢ Langley airmail
starmp does not show the two types of tag-
ging, one of which is expensive.

And, most inexplicable of all, Scott has
assigned a whole new catalog number to
the reprinted 40¢ Piper airmail, while giv-
ing the reprinted 50¢ Quimby airmail
only a lettered sub-category. On neither
stamp is there any indication of a change
of printers, but both were changed. That
leaves Scott just piain wrong.

Also ammoying is Scoft's treatment of
the marginal inscription texts. In some in-
stances, there is a price for an inscription
block. In others, the text is quoled, but un-
priced. On the Jan Matzlinger stamp
{where the text of the inscription created a
furor), there is no indicaton at all that
there even is an inscription.

On the self-adhesive Eagle and Shield
stamps, Scott fails to differentiate be-
tween the sheets (so-called booklets) and
the coils. This is especially sad now be-
cause USPS is issuing several self-
adhesive coils, some with plate numbers.

In any case, if one collects these coil
stamps as singles, they are surrounded by
backing; the booklet stamps are not.

To Scott's credit, it has placed the print-
them-yourself coil siamps (UVMS) in a
separate section called Computer Vended
Postage. That’s where they belong. They
are priced only for the 29¢ denomination
“because it is the current first-Class rate
and is the oniy value available through
the USPS Phiiatelic Sales Division.”

But as a demonstration of just how dif-
ferent Scott's listings are for recent
stamps as opposed to the classics, [ note
that the 23¢ USA presort coils have three
listings. One (from Stamp Venturers) can
be lo0ld apart from the others by its color
as “vio bl, red & blk™ but the other iwo
(from BEP and ABN) are simply listed as
“mult.” Of these, one has a “23" that is
said to measure 7mm. We are nol toid
what the other measures.

Modermn stamps simply don't seem (o
deserve the attention Scoll once gave to
old stamps. By the time Scott catches up,
the stamps will be hard to find. And we'll
all be dead.

Self-stick coil policy
The following is Scott’s announcement
about how it plans to list the 1993 Christ-

mas coil and Pine Cone starnps:

Ditfersnt stamp printers and formats for
the 1993 United States traditional and
contemporary Christmas stamps bhave
created the need for 15 different major
Scott catalogus pumbers. Thers are only
five basic designs. In addition, a new ma-
jor coliectible has been crsatad by the



U.5. Postal Sarvice: plate numbers on
salf-adhasive coil stamps. Thase are treat-
ed as unnumbered Jistings. ...

[The coils] were produced by Stamp
Vanturers and...have cylinder number
combinatiens incorporated in their da-
signs, The number combinations repeat
evary 12 stamps, making one in avery
tnras Snowman coil stamps a numbered
axample. Scott will not number the
stamps bearing cylinder numbers, tut a
non-tatiarad listing has been adced for a
mint strip of sight with the number allow-
ing for &l four stamp {designis to be rep-
resented twice, and inciyding both var-
sions of the Snowman stamp. Used
numberad stamps wilt not be valued....

Tha Pine Cone stamp s considered pard
of the Flora and Fauna issus, formariy re-
ferrad to as the Wildlife issus. USPS has
neaver formally acknowiedgad ths saries.
No number has been assignsd to tha Pine
Cone stamps with the plate number incor-
porated into the cesign, which rapeats at
regular intervais [of 18 stamps}. A non-
lattered listing exists for a mint strip of
five stamps with the numbersd ons in the
centar.

Scott is wrong in saying the Christmas
coil is from Stamp Venturers (it is from
Avery).

The key point, however, is that Scot
goes with a strip of eight for the Christ-
mas coil and a strip of five for the Pine
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Cane. How did the strip of eight happen?

Why a strip of 8?

According to Dr. Robert Rabinowitz,
writing in  Stamp Collector, he, Ken Law-
rence, and Swmart Morrissey, publisher of
Scott, got logether at the ASDA Mega
Event to discuss the format.

[Lawrence] said that a sirip of five
would lack tha non-numbsred [Snowman]|,
And sincs the sssence of PNC coliecting is
that & numbered strip is ditferent than one
without a number and that identical
stamps with diffarsnt numbars ars diffar-
#nt, ther a longer strip showing both the
numberad and unnumberad {Snowman}
would be mora appropriate.

..We all agread that if a2 langer strip
wars made "official,” it would be a strip
of sight with the numbered stamp tha
fourth in frem the iett.

But something isn’t quite right. To put
the plate number in the center of the strip,
you would need a strip of nine—and a
long-strip SAFE album.

There is already dissatisfaction about

the idea of strips of eight.

The ghost series
There's also an interesting observation

in the Scott news release about the USPS-
nnacknowledged Wildlife Series, which
may become the successor 10 the Trans-
portmtion or the Great Americans series,
Just what makes up the Flora and Fauna
Series?

PNC collectors, of course, know sbout
the 25¢ Honeybee. But here's a rundown
of the series, so far:

1€ American Kesirel shoot
3¢ Fostern Bluebind sheat
194 Fown shodt
256 Pheasont booklet
254 Owl ond Grashegk Iooklet
25 Hoseybee .
29¢ Red Squirred soll-stick AT, co
29¢ Wood Duck hooklst
294 Ping Cone self-stick ATM, coi
294 Aficon ¥ iolet sallstick ATM
29¢ Rose salfstick ATM, coll
30¢ Condinal sheat
45¢ Pumpinsead Sunfih shoot
42 Bobcat shest

This does not count the “F" stamp and
rouleited and perforated 29¢ Tulip, which
may belong in there along with the rose
and the African violet. CJ

USPS silent on self-stick coils

The first thing that Al Haake noticed
while stripping out 20¢ Pine Cone self-
adhesive coils was that after stripping out
about 80D stamps, suddenly he counted to
18 and there was no numbered stamp. Af-
ter stripping out 27 more strips of five, an-
other strip lacked a plate number.,

He quickly checked w sea if there was a
splice. There was not.

Haake, of course, was siripping out Pine
Cones becanse they are probably the first
of aur new PNC series, which may replace
the Transportation Series,

The Pine Cone, however, is no problem.
It will merely be collected as all previous
PNCs were, as strips of three ot five.

But the Christmas coil is a horse of a
different color. Scott Publishing said it
would price them as numbered strips of
eight with the number on the fourth
slamp, the Snowman. A second, unnum-
bered, Snowman will be at the extremne
right. It was the only way o work out the
need o have botk on one strip.

Scott said it would not assign a catalog
number o the Snowman with the plate
number, but would have a price for a strip
of eight.

Richard Nazar, editor of The PNC Cata-
log, said he would leave out the self-
adhesive coils from the next edition of the

catalog as a way of speeding up produc-

]
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tion. He said the sell-adhesives wonld
carry a new prefix, “SA” for self-adhesive.
That would make the Pine Cone SA20PC-
B1, signifying that it is a seif-adhesive
29¢ coil bearing the plate number “B1”
and manufactured by Banknote Corp. of
America.

The Christmas coil would be SA29G-
viiitit. The “G" comes from the word
“Greetings” on the stamps. V is the desig-
nation of Avery Dennison Corp., or
Avery for short.

The Postal Service did not even an-
nounce that coils were being made of the
Pine Cone and the Christmas stamps.
They were first revealed in the Oct.-Dec
issue of Stamps, eic.

While the self-adhesive Christmas sheet

stamps were supposed to be placed on
sale in New York on Oct. 21, the coil

stamps’ first day was announced as Oct.

27 in Stamps, etc. It made no difference,
because the Poslal Service couldn’t deliv-
er the coils to the post office where they
wenl on sale.

On Oct. 25, Dr. Robert Rabinowitz
asked the main post office, across the
street from Madison Square Garden
(where the ASDA's Mega Evenl was to
take place}, for a roll of the coils. The
post office had none. By the time the
show opened, four rolls had arrived and
Dr. Rabinowitz was promised one the
next day, Oct. 28.

But dernand at the first-day ceremonies
was high, and so a sales limit of 10 strips
of 12 per custbmer was imposed. Nobody
was Lo get 2 full roll.

Mezanwhile, Washingion arranged for
the Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center
to ship mare rolls to New York. Dr. Rab-
inowitz was promised a roll for the next



day, OclL. 29, a Friday and the critical day
before the weekend rush at the show.

But the Express Mail package did not
arrive. By the time the show ended, Dr.
Rabinowitz still had not been able 10 ab-
tain the stamips and collectors had to wail
as long as four hours for a supply of 10
sInps.

Here is what the news release said, in
part, without a word about coils:

B

1993 Christmas Stamps Available in
Several Formats

WASHINGTON (Oct. 8)—~This month, to kick off
the holiday season, the Posal Service will releazs
the Traditional and Conternporary Christmas Stamp
designs. On Oct. 21, the traditional 29¢ stamp de-
sign ... will be released in Raleigh (N.C.)....

The contempaorary block of four designa will be is-
sucd in New York City on the same day, These fea-
Live stampe, designed by first-time samp designer
Peter Good of Chester, Comn., feature a snowman, a
toy soldier, a reindeer, and 1 jack-in-the-box. They
will be available in sheets of 50 and booklets of 29,
There will be no formal first-day-of-issue ceremony.

In addition to theae two familiar formats, the con-
temporery degigns will also be available in bookiets
of 12 sclf-adhesive samps. The seif-adhesive
slamps are expected 1o cantinue the trend. of custom.-
cr convenience begun with several other self-
achetive stamps issued earlier this year. The scli-
adhexive stamps will be available at all post offices.

The “mowman” design from the contem
group will also be featured on & sheetler of 18 self-
adhesive stamps available from amomated teller ma-
chinea operated by panicipating banks in five meuo-

arcas.

Both seif-achesive formans will be issued Oct. 28
in New York City during a public ceremony m the
“Posuge Starnp Mega Event,” hastad by the Ameri-
can Stamp Dealers Association.

Since USPS$ said nothing about the coils,
it may be good o note that Avery Denni-
son was said by the Postal Service to have
printed the self-stick booklet of 18 at its
plant in Clinton , 8.C., while it printed the
ATM panes at ils research center in Pasa-
dena, Calif, The ATM stamps are smaller
than those printed in “booklets”

All coil stamps seen so far have the
plate number “v1111111.” The ATM stamps
were said by the Postal Service to have
only four plate numbers, but there are ac-
tually more, split into two groups along
the gutter between the two groups of six
stamps. In one example the gotter sajd:
“V222-Peel here to fold+Seif-adhesive

E The Plate Number, January 1994

- »
Official data from the Postal Service
(TPN additlons in brackets)
Note: Information may not be accurate for coils. Data for coils not reported.
19¢ Pine Cone self adhesive

Format: Sheetlet of 18 [and coils with an 18-stamp imerval]
First-day: Mov 5, 1993
First-day city: Kansas City, Mo.
Printer: Banknote Corp. of America
Printing process: Intaglio
Colors: Green, red-brown and black
Size: Overall: 0.87x0.98 inches/22.1%24.9mm

Image: 0.71x0.82 inches/21 .8X20.8mm
Plate numbers: Bl
[Scott No.: 2430
[PNC Catalog; SA29PC-B1]

29¢ Christmas Contemporary

Format: Booklet of 12 [and coils with a |2-stamyp interval]
Firet-day: Oct, 28, 1993
First-day city: New York, N.Y.
Printer: Avery Dennigon, Clinton, 8.C.
Printing process: Gravare
Coloes: Black, green, blue, purple, yellow, orange, red
Size: 0.982%1.30Sinches/24.943x33.147mm
Platc numbers: 7 {this means seven digits. Coils scen so far only with V1111111)
[Scott No.: Srowman: 150

Toy soldier: 2200

Jack-in-the-box: 2801

Reindeer: 2802)
[PNC Catalog: SA29G-VB1111111}

stamps=DO NOT WET=2222." . .
Self-sticks earn gripes
The Pine Cone about their stickiness

The Pine Cone stamp was also shown
for the first time in Stamps, esc., which il-
lustrated the tiny plate number, but it was
so small that Linn's said it wasn’t there.
‘We have circled it in our picture. .

TPN requested the news release on Nov.
17 and received it that day by fax. Ason
the Christmas coil, the news reiease never
mentioned a word about the coil:

You can’t lick them, but you can stick
them
WASHINGTON (Cct. 20)—A 29¢ Pine
Ccne seli-adhesive U.5. postags stamp is
teing added to the selection of no-lick
stamps being offered by the Postal Ser-
vice. i is being issued at the Midaphil Na-
tional Stamp Show in Kansas City, Ma., on
Nov. §, The new stamp joins several other
seif-adhesive designs in what has bacome
a popular option for consumars tocking
for an easier was to appiy postaga.
Self-adhesive stamps give the Postal
Servica a way to offer added value to its
customers. They can be peeisd individual-
ly trom the backing, and no moisture is
needad to aftix these “stamps of the fu-
ture.”

The plate numbers seen so far have
been B1. These are not centered at the
bottom of the stamps, bul are at the bot-
tom left of the design. “B” indicales print-
ing by Banknote Corp. of America.

It should be noted that the production
costs of self-adhesive stamps runs about
10 times higher than for ordinary sheet
stamps printed by BEP. ()

According to the internal bulletin of the
Stamps Distribution and Acquisition
Branch (SDAB), people are complaining
about self-stick stamps.

“One particular customer indicated that
the self-adhesive stamps can be removed
from envelopes and that he has had letters
returned to him that he was sure had
stamps on them when he put them in the

SDAB said the adhesive on the self-stick
stamps is made so that it does not “cure”
right away. That allows postal patrons to
remove them il they made a mistake. But
within 30 minntes, the adhesive cures per-
manently, and then the stamps cannot be
removed withont destroying either the
stamps or the envelope.

In a rare attemnpt at humor from USPS,
the technical discussion of the chemistry
of adhesives included this: “If you under-
stood all the technical terms in this arti-
cle, you will receive 3 honorary credits in
Chemistry 101.” 0

Hoase of Farnam
Numbered Snowman FDCs with 5
stamps {(one unnumbered Snow-
man). Supply limited. $10.
Numbered Pine Cone P/S3. $7.50.
{They're not in yet, but coming. Re-
serve yours now.)

Box FDC
c¢/a The Plate Mumber
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Loose-leaf Minkus arrives with prices on separate pages

By Stephen G. Esrati

The Minkus Specialized American Cata-
log has not been published since the 1988
edition appeared in 1987. The 1993 edi-
tion is just out (and the publisher is con-
forming to international standards by
making the cover date the year of publica-
tion, not predating it for 1994), and it's
surprising in many ways.

The catalog comes in an oversized
three-ring binder and the prices are on
separate pages at the rear. That means a
buyer will not have to buy the entire cata-
log each year, only the updated pages and
the new price lists. Thus, you pay the sug-
gested retail price of $27.95 now, and a
still-undetermined amount next year, but
it will obvionsly be much less.

The new Minkus maintains the madden-
ing separation of stamps into two catego-
ries, definitives and commemoratives,
each with its own sequence of numbers.
And definitives run chronologically, not
by set, breaking them up so that they're
scattered all over the place if part of a
long set.

Even more irritating is the decision to
use separate numbers for reprinted ver-
sions. Thus the BEP's 232 USA has one
number and the versions by ABN and
Stamp Venturers are elsewhere in the cat-
alog.

But if this catalog is to be judged, it

must be judged, above all, by its pricing.
And here is the great flaw to this edition.
Many prices are simply not there, just
dashes. One is led to the suspicion that
the "editorial staff,” made up almost en-
lirely of the family of the owners of No-
vus Debut, the publishers, just did not
have the resources 10 gauge the market
accurately.

The way [ used the pricing guide was 1o
take it out of the three-ring binder and 10
lay it on my desk next to the catalog so |
counid see the listing and the price more
readily.

Nevertheless, I still found it difficult to
price PNCs, which are listed consecutively
{(unlike Scott) as strips of three and five. |
finally realized what was wrong. The
price puide uses “9.00" in some entries
and jast plain “*9” in others, While [ can
understand dropping the decimals for
stamps over $100, I found it hard 10 see
“13" as an indicaton for *13.00."

In a foreword, the publisher, Jlerry Ep-
ping, concedes that the book lists fewer
revenues and U.S. possessions because
the binder could not hold more. As it is,
the pages are hard to turm because the
pages far outnumber the binder's ideal ca-

But this cost Minkns some of the stars it
should have won for its efforts. The most
popular new field of U.S. collecting,
booklets, is ignored. And this happened

just as Scoft started listing booklets by
plale number.

But there's another guibble. The early

pages are full of marvelous drawings to
show the differences among nearly identi-
¢al stamps. But when we get to the three
types of the 15¢ Oliver Wendeil Holmes,
we have to make do with text, not pic-
mres.
One feamre of the catalog, which will
be updated regularly, is a chart of all the
Great Americans, showing ail the perfora-
ton and tagging types and referring the
collector to the proper catalog number, It
helps to find the stamps in the maze that
Minkus entered when it chose o list by
chronology, not by set.

I know how this happened, because I at-
tended a lunch hosted by Jacques Minkus
at Locke-Ober’s restaurant in Boston
when the first catalog was published. Col.
George A. Tlamsa, the dapper middle-
European who gave his special cachet to
the book, was asked about the odd num-
bering system chosen by Minkus.

I do mot recal] his exact words, but the
gist of it was that Minkus would never
cause dealers (meaning the vast Minkus
retail chain) to renumber their stock for
additions to current sets, And so grouping
by sets stopped with the first edition.

In a nutshell: Nice try, but no cigar—
yetl (J

Clark finds varieties on Pine Cone coil’s backing paper

Gerald Clark has been working up his
self-stick coils and booklets. And he quick-
ly found out that the backing paper (which
says “Do nol wet” at an angie) comes four
ways:

Type A: Right sida up, from UL to LR

Type B: Uptide Down from LR 1o UL

Type C: Right side up, from LL 10 UR

Type D: Upeide down, frem UR to LL

This is determined by viewing the stamps
right side up and from the front. On ATM
panes, a strong light is needed to ace the
backing text. {In a few cases, his observa-
tion is made from the back. In those cases,
the direction of the writing is indicated as
viewed from the rear.)

More importantly, on the Pine Cone coil,
the backing comes not only in Types A and
B, but comes with two different papers.

Type A: creamy paper, no brightencr

Type B: snow-white paper, hi-brite.

Here is what Clark and 7PN found so far:

25¢ Eaple
Booklet A11111 -C
Coil: c
25¢ USA Flag ATM
NO IUMBOT — - e mremm smsamsmsasenms A Froem back

‘F* USA Flag ATM

No mumber «-—-—— A from back
29¢ Torch
) Does not apply 10 any of the 3 printings. No writ-

ing.

29¢ Eagle and Shield
BCA (Banknose Corp. of America)
Bitl-1
a2
322221
B2222-2
333331
B3333-2
B3434-1
B3434-3
B4344-3
Bdddd-1
B4444.3
Coil: No numb:
kncwn with yellow and magenia splices)
Dittler Brothers

A and

HIrOw LT E

>
B
e

D A
D121 B
D32322 A
Coil: No numbers A
Stamp Ventursrs

si C
Coil: No numbers C

29¢ Christmas Train ATM
Vi 'No writing

29¢ Red Squirrel ATM
D11 D
D22211
Coll: No number
29¢ Rose ATM
sin
Coll: No number
29¢ Pine Cone ATM
k]
14
16
Coll: B1
29¢ Christmas ATM
V2222221
virz-nxn
V3333333
Coll:
Vil
29¢ Snowman ATM
V1111 Nona
Clark believes it possible that all book-
lets printed by Banknote Corp. exist with
backings A and B becanse they may have
been printed se-tenant.
Please report any additional finds to

Clatk in care of TPN. O

el

g]

b
g
--N--N--N--]
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BEP is reconstrueting plate reports

Continued from Page !

willing to meet each reguest, but was overcome by the difficulty
of meeting all because there were so many, especially after staff
cuts in the Office of Public Affairs.

In the end, Thomas K. Brown, then chief of BEr’s Office of
Production Management, asked the Study Group’s Myron Hill to
set up a way that all could share in the product of BEP's labor.

An apreement was made with BIA that earmarks all plate-
activity reports to Kim Johnson for publication in The United
States Specialist.

Malakoff was wold by BEP that since the last report for Novem-
ber 1991, 1,200 plates had been handled.

BEP goes seif-stick

In the course of his many conversations with BEP personnel,
Malakoff also learned that the Burean will begin making sell-
adhesive coils and booklets.

Asking if this meant purchasing new equipment, Malakoff was
told that existing equipment would be used and that the Eureka
perforators, which make bull’s-eye perforations, would be
modified to enable them to make slits.

USPS unhappy, too

In saying that the Postal Service did not wani plate-acrivity re-
ports from BEP, Arvonio also observed that any information that
emanates from the Postal Service should be accurate, while past
BEP plate-activily reports were anything but that.

“When you get one of these reports, you say il comes from us.
It's full of errors. I don’t want anyone (o think we put out wrong
information,” Arvonio said. [

BUYING ERRORS
A
%

=~

Imperforates Perf Shifts
Missing Colors
Offsets Color Shifis
Miscuts, etc.

Older Issues * Recent Issues
New Finds

(215) 728-7836
MONTCLAIR STAMP CO.

P.Q. Box 38, Cheltenham, PA 19012

R 'R
2

Constant varieties—XLIX

Editor's note: AS. Cibulskas’ report 48 was incorporated into
several replies 1o letters to the editor in the November issue. He
did not fail to do his duty.

By A.S. Cibulskas

23¢ Lunch Wagon

a. Plate 3, shiny gum. Two dots {one above the other) right of
the rear wheei. Constant at 7R. (5. Adams)

b, Plate 3, shiny gum. Multipie dots in upper one-third of
stamp, concentrated in the area of the text and numbers. Con-
stant at 9L. (§. Adams)

c. Plate 3, shiny gum. Twa dots above “89" of date. Constant at
10L. (5. Adams)

29¢ Flag over White House

a, Plate 7. Gouge in upper lefl portion of op loop of the “2” of
the denomination. Constant at 4L.. (Preuss)

b. Plate 7. Multiple scratches andjor/gouges in right vertical
portion of the “9" of the denomination. Constant at 8L.. On same
row of stamps as ahove variety, Constant at 41.. (Prenss)

c.Plate 8. Inking variety. Red ink shift (about 1-2mm) intwo
right side of blue field. (Preuss)

d. Plate 8. Inking variety. Both “2"s of the dates are missing
ink at the right side. From 10% to 50% of the right sides are
misging. Constant at 71 to 19L. (Preuss)

e.Plale 10. Blue dot in bottom margin below the “A” of
“USA." Constant at 11L. (Leduc)

f. Plate 10. Plate scratch and/or gouge. About 2mm long line at
a 45° angle from the edge of the bottom margin below the lower
tip of the “9™ of the denomination. Constant at 11L. {Anon.) O

T T ST AT TATRERTAIT

\l\.\ll-. L L LR LS e

.
L}

. 25CFlag .
% “Black Trees” Scott 2280b %

i 1991 PNC Catalog 25F9iV1 1
% Scott '94 Specialized priced at $100 3
% per stamp. This variety /error was

# probably caused by BLACK ink ¥
# mixed with the G ink, caus-
% ing a printing with the forest print- 3
# ed in a dark BLACKISH GREEN. i
% Very scarce! %
i No-number stamps available for: 'z
% Single $75.00 &
% Pair - $1560.00
% Strip of 3 $225.00 #
¢ David M. Schwartz
& P.0.Box 762 31
% Groton, CT 06340 i
% i
: BIA PNC3 APS *"
R R R R R A AR TR SRR
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1¢ Omnibus 1,2,56......... .50
34 1.00
50

50

80

60

0

100

100

1.25

600

1.25

PC3 4{1L.2L). 7.50
PC 3, 4 {Line Gap) .. 11.75
PC56(1L.2L) ..... 7.50
PC 5,6 {Line Gap) 1.75
Same, BPress 1 ...... 1.00
Ovorall Boged 1 ...... 18.00
4¢ Steam Carriaga ( ., 1.00
Untagged ... 100
49¢ Buckboard 3. 4 . 1.00
PC1.2(1R.NoGan 1.80
PC3.4 (2, 1).... 165
PC3.4 (L 2.00
PC5, 175
PCS 1.75
PC5, 150
PC5 7.50
PC5, 175
1.00

1.00

. 150

..... 1.50

..... 3200

.. 128

. ... B50
K J——— ... 240.00
L .. 170,00
PCY.2 .. 1200
PC3.5 . 14.00
PCA 6(2L) ... . 13.00
PC4,6 . 2000
5.3¢ Hevalo 1.00
5.5¢ Slar 200
PCT.... 150
PC2 . 400
5.9¢ Bicycie 3,4 .. . 15.00
PCI, 4 (No Gap)... . 28.00
PC 5,6 (Lina Gap) ...... 85.00
7] Tnc,cm ......... . 150
PC1.. . 150
pC 2. . 800
7.1¢ Traclor 1 . 3.00
PC1 . 350
PC1 TP . we. 300
7.4¢ Baby Buggy 2 .. SR 1 1]
7.6¢ Cameta 1,2 250
....................... 500
8.3¢ Ambudance - 150
PG 2L 1L, Lmeb. 200
PG 3, 4 (No Gap, PSE) 10.00
1R) 575

PG 1,2 (2L, No Gap)..oee.ooen. 16.7¢ Popcom 1, 2., 400
PC 3 (2R, No Gap) . 7 TeAn1,2,3,45.. .o 200
PCA(IR,2U)......... - J— 12.00
PC 4 {Lina Gap) 5.00
PGS, 6 (2L Ne 6.00
PC8 . 350
10¢ Canal {Li 10.00
1 overall fag {dwl gum) F-VF.. 350 350
1 overall taq (dwl gum) XF ... 500 PG 3B, 48 NnGap) 200
, 2 phos shiry gum F-VF ...... 350 PC3C.4C(N0 |
10: 1ndor Traller 1 . 200 FC3C 4C . .
{10¢) PC3BA.4&AIPSI!D)...,.....-.. 2300
Al A11112. A1, AZI13, PCSA{IL, 2L, NoGapl........ 500
A22112, AZ2113, A33333, A3335, PC SB, 8B (1L, Lina Gap) ... 18.25
Ad3324, AM3325, AM43306, AM3334, PC 5AB, 7AB (PSIB) (5R) 1300
A43335, AMI476, ASIT35, Abd4d, PCBA(IL A)....... e 1300
ASAd445, A7TTTT, ABGEBS, AB9I99, PG 5C.7C 2400
453999, A1010901010, PC 7A (No Gay 10.00
A110381010, A10111IJ1011 00 17¢ Dogsled 2. 3.00
st i 2za ... 200 17.5¢ Racer 1 3.00
ABMZ4 A6 .. .. 5 PCT....... 3.00
182¢ Sul 76.00
3
7.
9,10, 1,
13,14 ...
18¢ Flag 1
2 PS5 ..
" 2Ps3...
1.2 {1R) 5500 4.
3 4{1.huGau) (Psn ody) 5.
11¢ Caboose 1... s 4.0" 7.
I 18¢Wash 1112
11¢ Stz 1, 2. A
12¢ PC 33333 (duil gsm tagm G

A1212. 1111
7667. .........
AS555 unfagged

. — i) 204 Fira Pumper 1
13¢ Patrol Wagon 1. 25 L1 -7 J—
13.2¢ Coal Car 1,2 . .00 3,4, 59,10, 13,15, 16
14¢ lceboat 1, 2. 15 78 tPSﬁ F-VF uniyi
34. 50 121
14¢ Icaboal B Press 3 .. gg

6.
156 Tgboat 2(a|ouq ) 11PSA .
Overall BOgBd2 ..o . 300 | 11 PEA o I

All stamps are guaranteed genuine and (unless otherwise
noted) in VF condition. All slamps may oe returned (within
30 days) for a comptete refund, no guestions asked. Some
strips may be in limited supply. For XF, please add 25%.

TERMS: Cash with order, please. Ohig purchasers, please
add 7% Cuyahoga County sales tax. Sorry, | do not accept
credit cards.

STEPHEN G. ESRATI

P.0. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120

Telephone: (216) 561-9393
FAX: (21B) 752-5002 q

Check these prices

PHNC® members may still deduct 5%. PNC Study Group members may take an added 5%. Youw'll love
my my no-quibble return policy, my VF quality. This list (LIst 9} Is good through March 15, 1994.

Prices are for VF. Deduct 10% for Fine; add 25% for XF.

If you prefer FS3, deduct 5% except where separate prices are noted.

20¢ Consumer Ed. 1,2 PS/5..... 1
1,2, 3 4P58. e

3,4P55 ..
20¢F|391P515

—
j—y
—
N
t

s8g=ca
: .E- !

Pl
HEE " H

LY Y. WA Y S e
wr
-
=]

20¢ Odicial 1 PS5

1PSA ... s
20¢ Cablo Car 1, 2 (block) ..

Overail tagoed 2
20.5¢ FireEngine 1 ...
21¢ Rail Car1,2...
2.1 1111, ulamanch
111121 p|a1nan:|PG

22¢ Flag 1, 7, 13PS/5 s

2,8,12.15.16,19.22. 1.

4,5,6,10,11,17,18,20,21.

(22%) D" Eagle 1,2 ...

(22‘! 'g' Official 1 PS¢'5

23p USA A1,

24.1¢ Tandem 1.

ZSGBMWBZ, 3 a.

25; Yoeemm

Block 1, 7, Phos 6, 15 ..........

Block 2,3,4.58.,
Block 9, Phos 5.
Phos 1 ..
Phus23 7 11 EEXTIN
(25¢) " Farh 1211, 2222 ..
1111, 1222 .,

25¢ Honeybes 1, 2.... '..'.::
L

{23¢) ¥ Tulip

11,122, 222,
1211

5.
MY, A22211
mwﬁmnmthq

29& UVM1 (29¢ PSH) ld.lll]
294 LW 1 (29¢ PSIS) lshiwl
29¢ Pine Cone PS/5, B

29¢ Xmas, PS/8 V1111111
$1 Seaphing 1.3,

o
a8
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BEP data for PNCS
Fes  PHCCat Mate  Assigned Prams 5 Improssions  Netes
2 €20 1811421 10/26/88 Andeotl 4321 /ltju osnsm 9,300 f n-psn-d
2 €29 181143-) 10/26/88  Andrestil 422 11/18/88 D5/05/8% 9,300 F stomps Cymn
2 (2% 1818931 Q1/24/89 fndreotti 432 86/27/8% 05/ /92 F stomgs Cyon; 480 subjects ut concolation
Wi} (29 1814941 0 25/ Androotti 437 6h/27/8%  D8/19/92 F stomps Biock Combo; 488 subjects 4t cancelution
s | €29 182647-2 04/25/8¢  Andreani 432 NEVER  11/23/8% NOME Fﬁ“l Yollew
W, Q% 1831062 04/06/8%  Andrestti L F stumps Magonte
W, | QY 183107-7 04/06/8%  Androstti 30 00/06/89  09/19/%2 F stowps Cyon
s ] €29 183108-2 06/06/8%  Andreatii £ ] NEVER  11/18/89 NONE F stomps Vallew
2 29 183109-2 06/06/89  Andresti 430 96/00/8%  Gb/19/2 F stomps Black
N 29 183774-1 07/27/89  Andreetti 30 F rumps Yollew
29 €29 184146-2 08/25/89  Andrestti i 06/19/92 F rtamps lnllu
29 €29 1842791 M9/14/8%  Andreetsi “° F stamps
29 €29 1342801 #9/14/89  Andrestti 458 lllql'hbll
5 F253 1802633 05/20/88 B 448 0B 01{88 u/1im
2% F29WH-5 190285-5 -4 432 :/15/93 765,000 Off pross 09/22
2 FI9WH-7 1903227 9 450 W/ /9 475,000
29 FI9WH 1909558 Ch 480 48/22/93 71,800 O press 08/25
29 FI9WH-Y 1916049 50 4188 91493 1,008 Ol pross §9/15; Domoged. 430-swbjects bn orrer
29 FEWH-18 1918093-14 C 480 83/03/93 1430108  Off prass 83/10
29 F2WH-11 191915-10 32 480 03/15/93 735,018  Off prass 83/22
29 F29WH-13 192275-13 C 480 $9/85/93 $32,500  Oif press 09/10
18 MIBTTED 1745452 Q7701785 Andraotti 408 07/25/85 04715793 m.'
n USE1 1574631 10/01/%0 (¥ 837 04/10/9 556,200 55 88/15; Corracted prass
D) NOCBL 174191 11/04/86 8 468 04/13/93 SASS
10 T103-2 1910222 4 08/29/43 240,700 OH press #8/31
10 Nnocez 1920202 C-43 0/0/93 144,000 Off press $9/02
BT TG 1749581 07/09/86 48 07N4/a6  B4/13/%3
3 1233 1881043 0271491 C-|7 412 09/02/3
Bold-face iterms are new. impression totols for plates that have not bean cnnulcd are enly for this press run.

At last! Some data from BEP

By Stephen G. Esrati

As Yogi Berra might have said: “It’s the
good old days all over again!”

We have some plate-activity informa-
tion from BEP, not much, but still some.

Alan Thomson, who is working on the
“F" stamps for the new PNC Catalog,
made a request for all data on undenomi-
naled stamps. He not only got information
for the "F" stamps, although it is extreme-
ly sparse, but also on the “G" stamps be-
ing printed by the Bureau. In addition,
there were a2 few other PNCs and Great
Americans.

TPN, meanwhile, had made a request
for data for the past few months and was
sent it for August and Seplember of 1993,
our first new reports since the one that
covered November 1991,

Almost immediately, the “good old
days" returnad. Thomson, who also tracks
roll sizes for stamps meeting the first-
class raie, spotted an incongruity. If Plate
5 of the 29¢ White House was printed
with 832 subjects (because it is one of the
two plates used for rolls larger than 100),
should Plate 9 not have been the same
size? But BEP reported Plate 9 as having
480 subjects, as shown in the table above.

We believe the perforator used for the
targe rolls to be the 18-row Huck while
the larger 20-row Goebel coiler is used

for the rolls of 100,

But Plate 9 of the White House got
damaged on Sept. 15 after printing only
1,000 impressions. It was immediately re-
placed by Plate 5, which then completed
706,000 impressions for a week ending
Sept. 22.

This, by the way, was the first time we
have been given on- and off-press dates, a
huge help in doing the calculations need-
ed to reconstruct the printing history of a
PNC.

Unfortunately the data sent to Thomsan
included few impression totals, so it is of
litle help in determining the quantities
printed of the “F" stamps. Furthermore,
there is some confusion about stamps that
were described in the reports as * ‘F
Stamp Domestic Mail, 1J.8.P.§.” Thom-
son believes them to have been coil
stamps that were never found by collec-
tors. His reasoning is that they were print-
ed from plates with 432 subjects. The reg-
ular run of “F" stamp coils was noted in
the reports as “Non-Denomination ‘F’,
Coil, Gravure” followed by the color for
which the plate was made.

‘Domestic Mail’ stamps?

It is important ko note that the reports
are computerized and the name of each
stamp is entered into the computer only
once and is then generated for each suc-

cessive plate. It is thus most unlikely that
the “Domestic Mail, USPS.” stamps
were “F* coils. But we simply do not
know what they were.

Thomson'’s theory is that two designs—
“Domestic Mail Only” and “USA Domes-
tic only"—were replaced by “For U.S. ad-
dresses only,” as shown on the stamps
that were issued.

Another factor wornthy of note is that
several “F" stamps were originally report-
ed as having 432 subjects when the plate
numbers were assigned but were termed
to be piates of 480 subjects when the
plates were canceled.

TPN was the first stamp publication to
report that on the “F* stamps the Burean
repeatedly used two plates with the same
plate number, one for plates with 432 sub-
jects, the other with 480 subjects. But
what troubles us now is that we cannot be
sure about stamps that were called 18-row
when the plate number was assigned if
the reports at cancellation say they have
480 subjects (20 rows). Which size is cor-
rect?

Other news from the reporis

There were several other newsworthy
things in the smanering of information we
have come across.

First of ail, the 4¢ Steam Carmiage,
which the 1991 PNC Catalog said were
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BEP data for Great Amerlcans
05 Muter 1884462 (04/15/0 400 1 /13/ 5, 400 mel’/" s Plate mumbor glveu &t
10 Red Qod 1783181  08/15/87 A 00 B&/25/87 0413798 of cancsiation
<0 Trumen 1927764 b-58 400 /10793 D150 0“ press 39/14
25 london 1793832 01/21/88 A 400 /s B Press or conalation
39 Gok 1773292 12/00/8% A 00 12/09/85 04713793 B Prass of concelotion
45 (usting  38013M 05/0;/!8 A B/24/58  04/13/93 B Press of comcsbation
50 Nimiz 187043 05/17/M b-5 12/9% 265,006  OH prass 89/27; Press corvactad froom A
52 Ihm 191906-2 il-!l 00 s 164,806  DH prass 03/03
1.00 im 1903052 08/25/93 44808
bld-fouhm:numw.lmpuumhﬁswﬂhnmm dates are only for this press run.
printed on the B Press were actually print-  New Great Americans For the record, BEP reported in The

ed on the D Press. The catalog erred.

But here we run into something we can-
not yet explain. The press is given in the
press log as "D-4.” We have no idea what
that means. The tabie above lists these
additional characterizations of the D
Press. (BEP said these were D Press.)

The information on the Steam Carriage
definitely ruies out a change of plate num-
ber, which may expiain why the Philatelic
Fulfillment Service Center says it has not
yet received the “reprints” announced by
UsPs. All the “reprinis™ may signify is a
change in the gum. We shall have to
awail reports on the stamps.

The i0¢ Canal Boat, which was previ-
ously printed on the defunct B Press, is
now a € Press product and is known from
Plate 2.

We knew, of course, that the 20¢ Tru-
man was due oul with a new plate num-
ber. What we cannot understand is why
the stamps were issued at all, since they
no longer meet a rate. But the Corporate
Relations Department in L’Enfant Plaza
had an explanation: “They were needed
as make-up stamps,” which the philate-
lists who used to work in the old Stamps
Division used to call “change makers.”

But if that is the case, why were the
stamps withdrawn from sale only three or
four months earlier? Why destroy stamps
and then order more printed?

The same problems we had with the *F”
coils also pops up on several Greal Amer-
icans, four stamps we knew to have been
printed on the A Press are suddenly called
B Press products.

United States Specialist for March 1985
that the B Press only printed coils and
booklets, no sheet stamps.

“B Press is strictly a roll-to-roll press
and does not have the capability of either
perforating or sheeting,” BEP said.

This sort of mistake leaves us wonder-
ing about the 50¢ Nimitz stamp from
Plate 3, which was originally reported as
being made for the defunct A Press. The
stamps have now been reissued with
shiny gum from a Sept. 29, 1993, print-
ing. Is it possible that a plate made for the
A Press could be used on the D-Press? Or
was the original information wrong in as-
signing the stamps to the A Press in May
1991, near the end of the A Press’ life-
time?

Paper specifications are revised but unchanged

Bruce Menia has obtained new paper
specifications. Menia, who takes color
photographs under UV of stamps, took his
slides to Washingion for a four-hour mees-
ing with USPS officials, who watched his
slides 1o learn what collectors loak for.

The rew specifications are USPS-P-1191A
of dune 2, 1993, superseding USsPs.p-1191
of May 24, 1991,

A report on the old specs was published
on Page 68 of the May 1993 issue of TPN.

Most of the changes in the new spe-
cifications for stamp paper are merely
housekeeping alterations in nature.

For exampie, the old specs said the pre-
ferred bidder for a paper contract “shall
submit a ‘letter of no objection’ obtained
from the Food and Drug Administration,
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vice, for the adhesive formula in the use
as specified herein.”

That gol changed lo say that the pre-
ferred bidder “shall submit to an appoint-
ed Contracting Officer’s Representative a
‘letter of no objection’ ™ obtained from
the same sources,

None of the technical requirements for
any stamp papers was changed in any
way. The PMU levels for the three types of

posial paper remain the same. That means
low-phosphor (Type I) paper remains at
175 MU (20 PMU) and high-phosphor
paper (Type II) stays at 225 (+25), Un-
tagged paper continues to read Zero.

Roll width, which is determined by the
needs of individual presses, remains fixed
at from 20 to 36 inches.

Rules on splices

Mill splices are required to contrast to
the paper color, as they were in the old
specs. That prohibits clear or white splic-
es. Splices are forbidden within 2,500 feet
from the beginning or end of the roll and
no roll is to have more than two splices.

The tests for the adhesion of self-
adhesive slamps remained the same as un-
der the cld specs. They require the remov-
al of self-adhesive after 10 seconds, 15
seconds, and one hoor 1o determine the
amount of fiber tear for envelopes and re-
ply cards. On clay-coated stock (such as
on post cards) the amount of clay removal
is measured.

The phosphor requirements for seli-
adhesives is identical to those for stamp
papers under USPS-P-1238 of July 9, 1992,
on which we did not report previonsly be-
cause self-adhesives were not then part of

our field of interest.
However those specs did provide some
useful terminology:
3.1 Description—The stamp paper cov-
ared by this speclflcatlon consists of
components dafinad as “tace stock.”
“adhegive layer” or “PSA [for “pres-
sure-sensitive adhesive™!,” and “re-
lease liner backing™ or “lingriess releass
ceating.” The total consteuction may be
referred to hereaftar as the “sandwich.”
Coils with linerless release coating
would be intended for antomatic stamp-
affixing machines and have not, as of the
date of writing, been made available.

The requirement pertaining to splices is
still that the splices contrast with the color
of the backing paper. [

‘.‘dpm. Hamaoem Cab 1850s }hnmcmm

T
Ky A

NEW GAP—Gene Ernst found a 1L
gap on Plate 2 at a show in Texas. It
is from a strip of three. The bars
have been autlined in white by TPN,
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What are tagging breaks? The debate goes on

By Stephen G. Esrati

Dr. Leon Cheris, who wrole the sec-
tion on tagging in the original Minkus
New American Stamp Catalog, saw
“Surgery, paging Dr. Cheris” in the
September issue while attending a
medical meeting.

He hid TPN under a sheet and start-
ed to laugh. “All those around me
were deep into someone’s wounds and
the treatment thereof, and I drew
many stares from the other doclors,”
he said.

But Dr. Cheris agrees with Ken
Lawrence, who said the study of tag-
ging breaks is akin to reinventing the
wheel.

While revising his section of the
Minkus Catalog (reviewed in this is-
sue) he wrote to Dick Sine, editor of
the new Minkus: “1 believe he {Law-
rence] is correct. [ have not told this 1o
Steve Esrati, but I think he's looking
at and has everyone seeking what may
be nothing more than the whesl
marks, made horizontally and vertically
when sheets are fed twice through the L
perforator, the sheets Laving already re-
ceived their tagging over the already
printed stamps, and the tagging has not
fully DRIED yet!"

That explanation does not work. All the
Great Americans tagging breaks have
been found on stamps printed on the Cot-
trell presses. The Cottrell presses perfo-
rated stamps on an electric-eye perforator
that required cnly one pass through the
equipment.

No tagging breaks have ever been found
on stamps printed on I-8 presses and
perfed on the L perforator,

Do they have gum breakers?

Ken Lawrence wnded to accept Dr.
Cheris" theory about the breaks being
wheel marks, but then threw in a second
element by asking whether any of the
stamps with tagging breaks also had gum
breakers, because the breaker bar was
also fitied to the perforating equipment.

But none of the Great Americans with
tagging breaks had gum breskers. As a
maitter of fact, all the tagging breaks were
from late printings and they fil into the
tenlative time lines we have been able to
work ont into the pericd when Coitrell
Press 803 was wsed to print tagged
stamps.

[Note: Cottrell 803 was used before the
fire at BEP only for the printing of (un-
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tagged) precancels. After the fire, it was
occasionally used to print tagged PNCs.
On those PNCs we have found lagging
breaks resulting from the use of tagging
mats that were made from shaved precan-
cel mats. For a complete discussion of
this expedient, please see “e=mc?” by
Kim Cuniberti in January 1991 TPN.]

Tagging breaks on PNCs

Tagging breaks on Cottrell-printed PNCs
have been found only on the 2¢ Locomo-
tive, the 5¢ Motorcycle, the 5.2¢ Sleigh,
and the 17¢ Electric Auto.

We know that the Cottrell breaks on
PNCs were caused by the use of tagging
mais made from precancel mats (the inter-
val for precancels was 12) that were only
12 stamps wide.

On B Press stamps, tagging breaks are
caused by the edge of the tagging roiler
that came into use after BEP switched the
B Press from block tagging to overall tag-
ging. Some mais left one break in a strip
of 52, other left two with a 26-stamp in-
terval,

Why switch to overall tagging?

Joe Peng, then general manager of the
Stamp Manufacturing Division of the
Postal Service, said [TPN January 1991,
Page 3] the switch from block tagging
was to prevent improper placement of the
blocks, or tagging shifts as we refer to
them.

That explanation was not true. It
was a matter of money. Block tag-
ging costs more. When tagging first
began, it was thought that the abra-
sive taggant was wearing out perfo-
rator pins and so block tagging was
designed not to tag where the perfo-
rations are supposed to be. It hardly
ever worked that way with misa-
lignments (tagging shifts) quite
common. But when Gordon L.
Morison, then assistant postmaster
generzl, asked BEP about this in the
early 1990s, he learned that the per-
forator-pin story was no longer true.
Taggant was not damaging the per-
forator pins. The BEP charge for
block tagging included the repiace-
ment cost of pins. That ended block
1agging.

| What we learned from Thomson

I had biithely gone ahead with the
theory that the tagging breaks on
Great Americans from the Cotrell
presses were caused by & phenome-

non resembling the one that caused tag-
ging breaks on PNCs. Alan Thomson chal-
lenged that.

He cast doubt on the theory that all the
staraps had been printed on Press 803 be-
cause the sparse plate-activity data we
have been provided sometimes reported
them to have been printed only on other
presses.

Thomson called them “scarred roller
voids” and concluded that they could
have been produnced on other Cottrell
presses. Alas, our experience with PNCs
indicates that the data do not show returns
to press. We have, therefore, not been
able 10 explain changes in paper any bet-
ter than we could explain changes that
produced tagging breaks,

Yet we know that a PNC that exists on
three different papers had to have gone to
press three times.

Still, Thomson—who now says he does
not believe that the untagged lines on
Great Americans are tagging breaks—led
us to rethink the whoie subject. That's
when Lawrence urged us to reread Dr.
Cheris.

What we learned from Dr. Cheris

Dr. Cheris’ classifications included Fype
Jf—mat tagging—in which each mat is just
about the same size as one pane of
stamps. The edges of the pane are on-
tagged. A wide gap exists between panes.
“An untagged narrow sireak appears in



the vertical putter between panes of 100
stamps,” he said in the 1988 Minkus (his
section was left out of the 1993 edition).

This means that any plate block with
this type of tagging has two adjacent un-
tagged margins.

It's the “untagged streak™ that concerns
us here. Qur “tagging breaks” are nol in
the gutier (the selvage) of right panes,
They’re down the last column of stamps.
On left panes, they are in the selvage.

And Dr, Cheris’ “untagged streak™ is
the untagged area that truly is the gutter
between panes.

Remember that it was Dr. Cheris’ ques-
tion to the PNC Study Group that started
Kim Cuniberti on his adventurous re-
search that led to “e=mc2.”

Dr. Cheris had asked what we knew
about the “small fiexographic tagging
mais” used in the early 1980s.

Apparendy Dr. Cheris and the study
group were not on the same wavelength,
Dr. Cheris knew a whole lot about the
smail mais. He had even come up with
£xact mat measurements.

And, as his inwodection to the old
Minkus shows, he knew about that un-
tagged streak.

That streak, as it happens, is not our tag-
ging break. But Dr. Cheris believes he
knows what caused our tagging break: a
wheel. Dr. Cheris readily agrees that the
streak goes only one way on the electric-
eye perforator.
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But 1 won't buy the wheel theory. If a
wheel had run across wet tagging and
thereby removed taggant, the taggant
would have had to go somewhere. That's
a law of physics. It would have gone onto
the wheel, and the wheel’s circomference
would have grown. Aiso, that taggant on
the wheel would have come off onto
some panes coming through the perfora-
tor, causing an intense wmgging streak.

Now it could be argued that the intense
tagging streak caused by deposits from
the wheel could be exactly what the “hot
lines” found on some panes could have
been. However, hot lines showa by Dr.
Cheris are parallel to, not continuations of
the untagged vertical lines.

Again, physics telis us that if the wheel
took it off in the 10th column of stamps,
it would have had o deposit it there, as
continuations of the tagging break.

Dr. Cheris says he has a pane with both
an untagged vertical line and a hot Line
that continues upward from it. But that
isn’'t how it was on panes he showed me.

Still reinventing the wheel

1 revert to re-inventing the wheel. I
think Ken Lawrence and Dr. Cheris are
bath correct, but we're not latking about
the same thing.

1 continue to think the untagged verticat
lines are caused by using the precancel
press to print tagged stamps. Alan Thom-
son reserves the right to disagree.
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But in this entire discussion, we have
leamned something new. The second lag-
ging break shown on the Schurz block on
the opposite page is not caused by some-
thing helical. Dr. Cheris has several panes
of Schurz stamps on which that second
break comes and disappears. Where it
shows, it is exactly paraliei to the other
break.

Further, Dir. Cheris’ panes show as
many as three thin untagged vertical Lines
in the extreme right selvage. We do not
know what they are,

All of Dr. Cheris’ examples (from the
5¢ Buck as well) show vertical hot lines.

So, in conclusion, we still do not know
what caused the untagged lines. We know
they are uncommon. We believe them 1o
be collectible.

We also know that they show up clearly
in right panes, but only as fuzzy, unclear
examples in left panes. These are often
obscured by the untagged portion of the
left edge of the pane that appears o be
from a worn mat or from poor application
onto the mat of the tagging subslance.

Finally, onec last point: The left un-
tagged line of the Schurz stamp and the
entire untagged line on the Buck stamp
goes clear up-and-down the pane of Dr.
Cheris’ exampies. The same applies to the
2¢ Stravinsky panes (Plates 3 and 4). We
suspected this, but il is now proven by
full panes. (J

Tagging breaks on Cottrell Press PNCs (updated through Dec. 1 , 1993)
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Great Americans—New items
They’re printing new Great Americans. | try to have them in stock as soon as

they're out. This list includes 10¢ Red Cloud, 20¢ Truman, 23¢ Cassatt, 40¢
Chennauit.

50¢ Nimitz, Plate 2, overall tagged. While they last, $17.50 per plate block.

My regular price list

200
2300

1.2
il

2500
250

3000

000

100001

5.30Mm

kst Daswrighon Single lmsm AL
or Pos M
1844 160wl 10 1.00(136)
1844 1¢Ox8E Ay 1.2511)
2168 18 machel BE 0 2800
1845 2¢ Sravirsky Cotral 0 350,234
Soma, pramim 106.4
Sama, v tog break 10.00 ¢
2180 26 lyon BE 10 3541
Soma, pramium S50
1848 3¢ Cloy Comed i M2
2170 3¢ Whie BE Al 301,29
1847 d€ Schuz Coured 15 A0
Same, wat hg breck 10.00(1)
171 4 Flovagon BE 15 B0
71 4¢ Flonagan LE .10 40
NEW A€ Horugm LE 1a 00
1848 5¢ Buck Cotel 18 04
2077 5¢ Hock BE 15 AN
2172 5S¢ BodBE 15 1251
qﬂ*!m‘.miﬂ por black
27 58 Muar OF 15 7 7500
73 5 Musicz LE 3 70 750
139 - A3 QM
1850 7¢ Boldwin B X i
1851 #4 ¥ QL 0 1.2043-8
1852 9% Thaye BL 25 2001
1853 10k B e 1. 2001
2076 104 Red Clend BE A B
21780 10¢ Rod Clod OF 0 WANT [
Platw 108 wanind, pry 5090 por blndc
71760 104 Esd Claud PE 20 B
NEW  10¢ Red Cloud PE shiny 20 1.1503)
1854 114 Pamridge OL X 1.6012-5)
1855 136 Cazy Comal ] 120,23
Same_ premium 20003, 4
185 |dtiowndl 0 1.0
AT7 Ut How BE % 19041,
117 158 CodyBE X0 WANT
FPiaie 3 BE warind, gy §2 por binc, Plats | lh-—d.pqllplrﬂuk
71780 156 CodyGE 25 LS
Same, sdvage 1257(1, 2
Same, with gging beeck. S0
1957 174 Conon Comel 185(14, 1314}
Same, pramim 500 115,164
Some. wih kngging beeck) 100016}
N 174 ocwood 35 2.00(1)
Some, premAm 3G
1858 18¢ Maosen Coitrel 35 1300y
1859 198 Sequoyoh Cotred A 100 baH
1880 204 Bunche Conel A0 15011,258, 1
Sama, pramium 70013, 4
Sama, pramum 1200111, 13
1881 208 Gaoudet Cotred A 19007
Some, premium 120015, &
Platen B, ¥ waslnds pay §35.00
1867 206 Jumon BL A0 5.000)
1882¢ 204 Yum BE 40 1901
18626 20¢ Vum O Popar il 400013)
18526 20¢ hum O Poper iin 400013
NEW  70¢ Tuman PE shiny A0 2301
2179 21¢Carlson BE 4 110N
14T 2 Audubon B 1) 28511
1B63d  32¢ Audubon BE Et] 20003
2182 79% Cassch b 50 amz
Plate | OF wanted, pay 52.50 por blodk
21820 3¢ Cosson CF 2 A75(0
2182 3¢ Conch PR X 100
BNEW  23¢ Coucn PE shiny %0 10m
2183 25¢ London B ) o)
Pty 2 wening, pay $2.30 par black
2184 28¢ SHing Bl EE 0 180100}

40001,
1501H

10

19601
45000

3.5000
7030

e
3900

20.00 44
o

13.0011}

3200010

St Duscriphien Singa nscn B M4 n LT ]
o Poss B,

21648 20¢ Warren A5 20 20005157

21848 29¢ jofencn 45 oSO 23015159

1884 30t [ackoch 8l 75 S5mMm oo 19.co}
1Boda 30t ouboch B 45 S50

18640 308 Louboch OF .00 75000

1845 35¢ Drow Conml 75 49001,

Some, premiun 12.000,4

2185 35¢ Chowee A 0 150 A30(51,52)

1965 374 Millkon Comrel B0 4.50{14)

1867 39¢ Clari B 0 A.00(158 150011 R85
1B&7e  39¢ Clark BE 0 3902

1868 40¢ Gltzuh B % o758 W0 A%
IB4Ba  40¢ Glwwh BE 9 s.50m0

B4 408 Chermonk OF .BS 5.00 400U N

7186 40¢ Charnou £ .85 40013

NEW 404 Chornou PE shiny 4.00

2180 456 Cusbing BE 75 3304

Aot 1 0E woned, poy §1.50

B 508 Nimiz OL 100 11.251) -4)

18690 308 Nimiz B 1.00 65012

1868d  50¢ Nimiz OF 100 1?50{2]

18¢9d  SO¢ Namie OF 100 20,0013
Hmlwﬂm“wﬂo&;%iwﬂwﬂ.’!w“
MNEW 504 Nimitz PE [sheyl 1.00 [¢4]e ]

190 52% Humobvey PE |di) 100 450 lﬁlﬂ
CONBW S2eHumtwyFE Dby 100 A4S0 24501

28 55¢ Horvard [N 7.0m

NN oStAnE . 1M 53001)

NEE 75e Wik PE ) 100 700 3501

NEW ZstwibeRlhng L0 700 5.50(1)

M 5 Revd 1.95 Mool

21A 3§ Hoplies BE 1.50 70010

21%ab $) Hoplire OF 1.5 70014

N1Mb §1 bopkrs PEphos, b 1.50 70@

210485 §1 Hephm PE sy 200 900 ()

2005 §28ym 350 I

29 §S ot BE .00 .00

2195 45 Hote PE .00 kAR Y.

The fellowing are net Greet Amencan siomps, bt yau prebobly den't heve
them.

18%4s 204 FiagBL O 80 180043, 4)
1894 20t Fag B Simy L) L75(7) 25012 150009
ﬂimlmﬂd-l,lmﬂhyi’f."l‘.ﬂﬁhﬂﬂﬁ

ClIS 454 Longley OF

Abbreviations used in descriptions:

Tagging: B=Block; O=Overall; P=Prephosphored; U=(ntagged {or Untagged

selvage); T=Tagged seivage

Perforations: L=L Perforator; ExEureka bull's eye; SEStraight edge

Thave a complete stock of ZIP and copyright blocks. All prices ret. No
- discounts. Prices subject to change. Some quantities limited. | pay post

age on orders over 510, ctherwise please ndd 52 cents.

1992 Lighthouse supplements

| carry all Lighthouse albums, album supple-
ments, binders, UV lamps, stock books, and
supplies at a 15% discount. Added 5% off for
PNC? members. Call or write for details.

STEPHEN G. ESRATI

P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120
Telephone: (218) 561-8393 FAX: (216) 752-5002
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Self-sticks bring new techniques for FDCs

Artmaster was puzzled about the new
numbered self-stick coils. According to
Bill Toutant, the company has been
mounting self-sticks for some time by
gluing down the backing with the stamps
still attached.,

On the Pine Cone, Artmaster will ser-
vice covers with strips of three with the
number on the middle stamp. On the
Christmas starmps, it will mount a strip of
five with 2 numbered Snowman at the lefi
and an onnumbered Snowman at the
right.

Toutant said the Postal Service con-
vened a meeting of cachet-makers in
Washinglon on Nov. 9 at which time the
confidential list of planned 1994 issues
was presented. There was also a hint that
UsPS would charge cachet-makers a fee
for first-day cancels. The Postal Service
now sells uncacheted FDCs through the
Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center.

Let’s get it right

In a July letter w0 Stamp Collector, Dan
Kauffman of Port Charlotte, Fla., was
critical of PNCers’ use of the word “trun-
cated” when referring to incomplete ink-

ings of plate numbers.
" That's funny, because the only usage of
“truncated” we know of is for Plate 1 of
the 25¢ Honeybee, where BEP actually
cut off part of the plate number w try 1o
keep it out of the stamp design. We use
“poor inking™ 1o explain incomplete plate
numbers.

Unta%ged 3¢ White error
Ken Moreau has found a vertical pair
of the 3¢ White. The top stamp is entirely
untagged. The bomom stamp has several
blobs of extremely heavy tagging in the
middie of the stamp arranged horizontal-
ly. The rest of the stamp is also untagged.
Anyone have any expianations?

André Thiele has gone through his
Great Americans and reported a host of
panes that show “crow's feet” that were
not included in the Summary of Data pre-
pared by TPN. The Summary is being up-
dated,

Ever see Plate 2?

Why is the new $1 Seapiane from
Plate 37 Easy! Plate 2, for the B Press,
was assigned on June 4, 1991, Because of
a lack of data, we don't know what ever
happened to it. Have you found any Plate
2 Seaplanes?

Go stand in the corner
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, writing in

Stamp Collector, reports a rather large
find of imperforate Eagle and Shields
printed by BEP and bearing the numbers
11111,

Dr. Bob erred, however, when he wrote:
“No further BEP 11111s will be produced,
since recent prodoction from this source
has been from piaie 22221."

The same error was made by dealer
Marvin Frey who is seling “Imperf
Line Strips of 6 (Plalz #11111)."

bered pair of indigo 29¢ White House
starmps for $1,200.

Not quite untagged

John Orsega has found plale blocks of
the 35¢ Drew from the rare Plates 3 and
4 in which the right stamps {closest to the
selvage) are almost encdrely untagged.
The left stamps are almost fully lagged.
What keeps the right stamps from being
fully untagged are tiny spots of taggant.

Orsega also tells this stary. His wife

cu the PNC news that Fits we prin,
“ndsome Great Americans: to°’

Those numbers represent five different
plales, not one. And Frey errs even more
by referring to a “line strip.” Where’s the
joint line?

And, have you noticed that when Stamp
Coliector prints Dr. Bob's articles it also
uses his affectation of writing precancel
gaps as “GAPS™

BEP gets in the act, too

In doing his research on the “F" stamps
for the new PNC Catalog, Alan Thom-
son was amazed to leam from BEP that it
also printed “G” stamps in 1992,

“I thought only ABN printed those,” the
astonished Thomson said. But TPN
confirmed last year that Stamp Venturers
had printed the rouletted “G™ stamp that
was found used last year by a collector.
And TPN assumed that ABN was only
printing the big rolls.

Bad centering on Greats

Somewhere, someplace Steve Esrati
read that BEP changed the way the plate
numbers were positioned on Cotrell
Great Americans, moving the numbers
out slightly so they wouldn't be in the
perfs, But he can't find the reference.

It’s needed to determine just when this
all happened and what plates were affect-
ed Can anyone remember?

Update, for singles only

The 1994 Lighthouse album supple-
ments will update the Great Americans
Series, but for singles only, according lo
Wolfgang Schon, the publisher.

Indigo pair offered
TPN reader Wayne Meyers recently
ran an ad in Linn’s offering an unnum-

once said to him that if she heard he was
chasing other women she would use his

stamps for wallpaper.

Is the paper thinner?

Al Haake feit a difference in the thick-
ness of the paper while stripping out a
batch of 23¢ Lunch Wagons, z2ll on
dull-gum paper, but some with embedded
{mottled) lagging and some with surface
{solid) tagging.

The mottled paper felt thinner. Said
Haake: “Maybe having the taggant in the
paper makes it thinner than putting it on
later.”

Cave sends out tagged stamps

Richard L. Beecher recenily ordered
a pane of 4¢ Flanagans (ltem 0054)
from the Philalelic Fulfillment Service
Center. He was surprised when he re-
ceived the stamps and discovered that
they were tagged.

The packing slip said “4¢ Flanagan
phos.”

The item number for the new Plate 2
(untagged) stamps is 50054, Item 0054
was to go off sale last month.

Have you found these?

By the time you read this, a new 3¢
Conestoga Wegon printed on the Cor D
press will have been issued, according to
an internal builetin of the Stamp Distribu-
tion and Acquisition Branch. It should be
Plate 3 and was due out in the fourth ac-
counting period (Junuary).

A new Plate 3 23¢ Cassatt was 1o have
been shipped in November. It has been
found on shiny gum.



20 | The Plate Number, January 1994

Togging, plate numbers, and perforation varieties of Great Americans Series
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Collector named to information job

Continued from Page |

her staff, called product publicity special-
ists, about stamps and stamp collecting.
She is considering sending them to State
College, Pa., to attend the summer cours-
¢s given by the American Philatelic Soci-
ety or to have them take the extension
courses offered by Pennsylvania State
University.

Totten-Olidham said she is primarily a
topical collector but collects “things I
like.,” Among her fields of interest are
first-day covers featuring women and pic-
torial canceis on any of the subjects she is
interested in, including ail slates she has
lived in.

Technical details to be available

Rick Arvonio of the Stamp Distribution
Branch, the man who was believed w©
have placed a gag order on stamp print-
ers, said no such order ever went oul.

When prodded, Arvonio said the Postal
Service had always taken great pains to
prevent having information released on
stamps that had not yet been issued. His
reminder was dated shortly after TPN ob-
lained and published quantities printed
and plate-number combinations on “G™
stamps.

“Information on unissned stamps shouid
not:-have been revealed,” Arvonio said.

The information on the “G” stamps
came from the Postal Service with spe-
cific permission of the Postal Service for
its release,

Arvonio, however, has taken steps to
avert the need for stamp journalists to
contact printers. He has ordered ail print-
ers to notify his office whenever they re-

DUE IN OCTOBER—A 20¢ stamp is
the only Great American shown when
tha 1994 stamp program was an-
nounced.

print a stamp and to inform him of the dif-
ferences in paper, tagging, color, or perfo-
ration style.

“They'll tell us and we'll tell you,” he
said.

UV lamps are taboo

An odd note was strtuck when Arvonio's
boss, Michael Spates, said nobody in the
Postal Service shonld be using an uitravi-
olet lamp to differentiate stamps.

The reasen, of course, is employee safe-
ty. Precautions must be taken in using
such lamps, which can damage the eyes.

The point came ap when the reason for
withdrawal of 20¢ Troman stamps and
the subsequent reprinting of Truman
stamps was raised.

Joe Brockert explained that whenever
the Postal Service is aware that 5 million
or more stamps are needed, the stamps
are printed.

The withdrawal of the cld Trumans was
explained by Arvonio as getting rid of ob-
soiele stock.

What values should be tagged?

None of the officials knew the exact cut-
off for tagging. The only announcement
had been that stamps of 9¢ or under
would be untagged. But the 10¢ value of
the Columbus scuvenir sheets was left un-
tagged.

Later, Joe Peng, then of Siamp Distribu-
tion, said the limit had been changed to

“10¢. However, when the new 10¢ Canal

Boats were issued, they were lagged.
Arvonio said this was because the print-
er (BEP) was continuing under a pricr con-
tract. Plate 2 Canal Boats have just been
piaced on sale at the Philatelic Fulfillment

Service Center and are on prephosphored. -4 3

paper. He said future 10¢ stamps should
be untagged.

Brockert said the rule as o which val-
ues should be left untagged is not carved
in stone because customers' needs have to
be taken into consideration.

“We're not going to create havoc with
our mail-handling technology just be-
cause of some rule,” Brocker said. He
was referring to the Disabled American
Veterans’ need for tagged small-
denomination stamps. He said DAV would
continne o be supplied with tlagged
stamps.

That's because dav puts the untagged
sltamps on return enveiopes it send out
seeking contributions. If the stamps were
unlagged, they would be rejected by fac-
er-cancelers. L
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Update

New PNCs

F2YWH-12—Plute 12 of the 29¢ Flag over the
Whits House. EKU Nov. 24. (Novak)

F2ZIUSA-A4444—The 23¢ USA stamp with the
nunbess “Ad444." Nov, 25, (Dr. Rabinowitz)

M16-A11 10 18 18 18—The undenominated Ea-
gle and Shicld with the mumbers “All 10 10 10 10
10. Nov 18. (Dr. Rabinowitz)

M18-A19 11 10 18 11—The undencminated Es-
gle and Shiald with the numbeors “A10 {1 10 10 117
Dec. 6. (Dr. Rabinowitz)

M1%-A6667—The 19¢ Fishing Boat with the
number cambination “A6567." Oct. 25, (Haake)

M19-A7667—The 19¢ Fishing Boat with the
number combinstion “A7667.” Dec. 2. (Dr. Rabino
wilz)

TLOCR-2—Plata 2 of the 10¢ Canal Boat, C or D
Press, Prephosphored, shiny gum. Oct. 21, (Dr. Rab-
inowitz)

New Great Americans

10¢ Rad Cloud, Plats 3—Tagging uncertain, shiny
gum, found in November (Karen).

23¢ Casmant, Plats 3—Tagging unceruin, shiny
gum. found in November (Karen).

52¢ Humnphrey, Plate 2—Embedded (mottled) tag-
ging, shiny gum, with the revised inscription first is-
sued an Plate 1 last year, found Dec. 10 in Salt Lake
City (Clark).

New imperforates

F23USA-1111—The BEP version of the 23¢ USA
stzip, no number, but found before wny other num-
bert had been found that wers printad by BEP: Tran-
sition strip (perf to imperi). (Clark)

New precancel gap

T188-2P—Geno Emat has found s half gpap on
the aumberod stamgp. It is illustratod on Page 15.

ADLETS
Classified udl ore 15 conts o

word., There is no cha
your address. Mambaers
are entitled to one 25-word free
adiet sach year.

UPDATED PAPER PRICE LIST: It you've purchased
both of tha latest 23¢ Lunch Wagon variaties, then
you might be interasted in this list with well over 100
differant PNCs (most are Jess than $10). List includes
identification chart with descriptions and contivues for

a Tth year as the anly comprenansive papsr-iype price

p
gtlaal exampies attached to chart #H0 SASE,
pi:pntamponary Ceils, PO Box 3654, Danbwy
- ::, (1-84)

. perf, mis-

'slann Tison (PNCS 473, APS ASDA), PO
Bo: 8755, Newport Beach CA 92668. 1-800-254-
4487, IB-‘NI

DULL GUM UVM's, 23¢ valua, XF in PS/5, $8.50. Esrs-
ti, POB 20130, Shaker Heights, CH 44120, (1-84)

LITTERSUG LUNCH WABON: Biob laft of wagon on
numbered stamp. PS/S, VF, $10. Esrad, POB 20130,
Shakar Haignhts, OH 44120, {1-94)

JOIN PNC* For cetails, write Joann Lenz, 37211 Alper
Or., Sterling His. M| 48312-2203, [1-64)

B.5¢ PRECANCEL, P53, Artmastar FOC, $20; Sama,
Glll Graft, $25; Compination with unprecanceisd PS/3,
KMC Venture, $35. Same, but PS/5, HAH cachet, $40.
Esrat), POB 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (1-94)

GET EVERY NUMBER—Subacribe  my PNC new-
issusA sarvice. $25 deposit, plazss. | aiso have & sub-
scription sarvice lor House of Farnam, ArtCralt, and
Actmaster FDCs. Esrati, POB 20130, Shaker Haights,
GH 44120, (1-84)
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Cover of the Bi-Month
By Richard L. Beecher

From Feb. 17, 1985, to Dec.
31, 1985, the third-class non-
profit rate for maii soried to
three or five digits was 6¢.
During that period the 5.2¢
precanceied Sleigh (author-
ized as a false franking) and
the 6¢ Tricycle precancel were
the most commonly used
stamps to pay this short-lived
Tate.

This cover uses the 6¢ Lipp-

PLANNED

OF NORTHaERT
Eﬂumuatmum

e
-y

Enlarged view of stamp

mana with a Morristown, NJ.,
local precancei to pay the rate.

A question to TPN readers:
When this nonprofit rate
changed to 7.4¢ on Jan. 1,
1986; B.7¢ on March 9, 1986,
and B.5¢ on April 20, 1986,
the 6¢ Tricycle was authorized
by USPS as a false franking un-
til March 31, 1987. If that 6¢
stamp could be used as a false
franking, could the 6¢ Lipp-
mann stamps be used as well
during this period?

If you have & candidate for Cover of
the Bi-Month, please send a clear pho-
wcopy to Richard L. Beecher, 2641
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