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Study Group names glossy-gum paper used on Transportations

By Kim Cuniberti

When the 23¢ Lunch Wagon was first
printed in 1991, we saw the beginning of
the end of papers with lagging applied af-
ter printing. What we did not expect was
the BEP decision 10 use glossy-gum Flag
paper (with embedded phosphors that ap-
pear motiled) instead of the Type IV
paper originally used on the Lunch Wag-
on.

1 am calling this Flag paper EPG (for
Embedded Phosphors, Glossy). It was
first found on Plate 1 of the 10¢ Canal
Boat.

Type IV paper (which 7PN has been
calling “satin-finish gum, surface
tagged”) may be unique to the Lunch
Wagon.

But EPG paper may not be the last word.

When the latest printing of Plate 3
Lunch Wagons appeared on glossy-gum
Flag paper, it also showed up as a diy-
gum version on this same paper with em-
bedded-tagging, and a mottled look {ap-
parently gummed in the familiar diagonal
style of Nashua Co., which also did Type
I and 1lIn papers). I tentatively called this
new paper Type Vn. The reason it was

lentative was because we did not know
whether this paper was & winning or Jos-
ing bid. (TPN note: Previous expetience,
especially with Lenz paper, taught us that
BEP always uscs up paper samples from a
losing bid.]

Since we found embedded tagging and
glossy gum on Plate 2 of the 10¢ Canal
Boat and Plate 3 of the $1 Seaplane, we
can assume that Type Vn was the losing
bid. That means Type Vn will go the way
of Type IV paper as a one-time usage.

{TPN note; Here's where our study of
the Great Americans may come in handy.
Siamp Venturers used EPG paper on the
29¢ Warren but used what appears to be
shiny-gum, surface tagged (unmottled)
paper on the 29¢ Jefferson. BEP used a
dull-gum Type IIib paper on the first 52¢
Humphrey from Plate | (with incorrect
selvage) and then switched to EPG paper

on the corrected Plate 1. It alzo used EPQ
on the phoesphored 50¢ Nimitz and the re-
printed 75¢ Willkie. The oniginal Willkie
was on Type I1Ib. When Plate 2 of the §1
Hopking was reprinted, it also moved
from Type IIb to EPG Paper.]

Missing examples

[ stll feel there are examples of the ser-
vice-inscribed decimal-denominated bulk
rate stamps on Type III or 11Ib paper that
have gone unnoticed.

The 16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon from Plate 1
was recently reported 10 me as having
been found on Type ilib. The 24.1¢ Tan-
dem Bicycle went lo press so many times
that it must be out there in something oth-
er than Type III. Other possibilities may
exist. Any help?

Hi brites

I've been walching “hi-brite” and
“dead” long-wave UV paper varieties on
several issues, especially Flags going all
the way back to the 20¢, There are some
dramatic differences and some appear
scarce. | expect 1o expand this new area
of study in the coming year.

New 2¢ Locomotives out, but they’re not tagged for the DAY

The i¢ Omnibus and the 2¢ Locomo-
tive, reprinted on the C Press, have finally
emerged from the cave of the Philatelic
Fulfillment Service Center, about three
months after they were assigned item
numbers in September.

The stamps were announced as C Press
reprints with no change in paper on Sepl.
29. The announcement correctly said the
Cmnibus would be from Plate 3 and the
Locomotive from Plate 2.

Most of the plate numbers on the lg
Omnibus are damaged 1 some degree.

Some look like a purple blob with a
white “3” visibie inside (under magnifica-
tion).

Others are damaged at the left side of
the “3,” sometimes with thin lines closing
up the “3.” Most of the time, however, the
“3" just fades out on the left.

The blob variety is less commeon.

The stamps have a plate-number inter-
val of 48 and are the third versions of

both stamps, which were first printed on
the Cotirells and later on the B Press.

The surprise was that they were both
untagged. It had been expected that the 2¢

Locomotive would be tagged for use on
return envelopes by the Disabled Ameri-

can Velerans.
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MAKING THINGS BETTER

Connie Totten-Oldham headed the misnamed Corpo-
rate Relations Department for only a month, but in thac
menth she made a difference.

When 7PN visited her, she asked what was wrong with
the news releases sent out by her department. She took co-
pious notes, and changes were made.

We say this not to take a bow bur to itemize the changes
Ms. Totren-Oldham could make in just one month.

If you will look at Data Bank in this issue, you will
note that one of the colors of the new Eagle self-adhesive
coil is called putey. The dictionary defines it as a “light
yellowish gray or light brown gray.” But the news release
followed each named color with its Pantone Matching
System number, and so we could look at “putty” and de-
termine that philatelists would call it buff or lighe beige.

TPN had asked for the reintroduction of PMS designa-
tions in the news relcascs.

This was not mere pedantry. We have noted a change in
the colors used to print the stamps we collect, but we
have never had those color changes spelicd out for us.

In fact, the Postal Service may not even have known that

a printer slightly changed a previous color, as on the 4¢
Flanagan and the 40¢ Chennault.

Later, when 7PN talked to Rick Arvonio, manager of
Stamp Acquisition, we were told that from now on,
whenever a printer reprints a stamp, Arvonio is to be in-
formed preciscly about what changed, be it the gum, the
press, the color, or something clse. Arvonio vowed that
collectors would be told of all such changes.

Another improvement in the news releases that we re-
quested was to be told precisely who printed the stamps,
not just the name of the contractor.

In other words, we did not so much want to know that
Stamp Venurrers, for example, was the contractor on a
coil and is putting its “5” in front of the plate number, we
also wanted to know if it was printed on a Champlain
press at . W, Fergusson & Sons., instcad of having to wait
for George Amick to reveal that information in Linat
U.S. Stamp Yearbook.

Of course we used to be abie to get that information di-
rectly from the printers. And when the news rcleases gave
us incomplere data, we simply called and filled in the
gaps. But that has now been made impossible by the Post-
al Service’s “reminder” to printers that they can say noth-
ing withour clearing it first with the Postal Scrvice, a re-
minder that was perceived by printers and 7PN to be a
gag order.

Not yet implemented in the news rcleases is the addi-
tional request that the press used to print a stamp be iden-
tified and thar we be told the exact plate size.

It does make a difference whether Stamp Venturers

Letters to the editor
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ters, to print them as bylined articles, or 1o reject them, For the sake of effi-
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sighed replics are by Steve Ewati,
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prints stamps on its T/A Press or on Fergusson’s Cham-
plain. Why chis has not been added puzzles us.

We also asked that the item number used by the Phila-
telic Fufillment Service Center be included in the news
release. As you will see in the release for the Eagle self-
sticks, that information is now given

Bur the most important change is that the Postal Service
has now begun to tell us about the self-stick coils thar it
makes for servicing first-day covers in the cave of the
Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center. Mot only does it
do so, but there is 2 notation that the technical informa-
tion for the coils is identical to chac given for the “sheet-
let” of 18, which collectors refer to as a bookler,

(It may be time for Scott Publishing Co. to re-examine
that usage. These lictle panes are not booklets, even if
they can be folded to resemble booklers. They are cither
self-adhesive panes of 18 or pancs made for vending by
automaric reller machines (ATMs). Listing them as book-
lets only adds to the many confusions Scott fosters, chief
of them being the description of all precancels as “Bu-
reau” precancels, whether printed by the Burcau of Engrav-
ing and Printing or on the presses of Amos Press.)

Not among the things we requested were the prices of
these items as they are sold by the cave. Bur thar, oo, has
now been provided. On the 18-stamp Eagle coil, it is
$5.22.

Bue there is one element that PNC collectors of first-day
covers should note: If you order FDCs from the cave, you
take pot luck and have one chance cut of 18 that your cov-
er will come back with a plate number. The only surefire
ways to get numbered FDCs is to order a strip of 18,
make up the cover, and send it in before the 30-day time
limic expires for obtaining first-day postmarks.

Be warned: It is highly unlikely that you will have the
stamps from the cave before the 30-day deadline cxpires.

That leaves you the aliernative of buying 18 uncacheted
Postal Service FDCs in the hope that you will be sent one
with a plate number, You would still be playing the lot-
tery. And the cost of 18 covers would be §9, z bit steep
for one numbered FDC. And then, too, you would be stuck
with 17 covers you don’t want.

The final alternarive is to buy numbered covers from



dealers. You will have to wair a while, because the servic-
ers invariably have to ask for a time exvension, which is
almost always granted. Eventually, serviced covers show
up, somctimes as much as six months after the stamps go
on sale (as was the case with the original Universal Vend-
ing Machine coils).

An easicr solution, which FDC collectors ought to urge
the Postal Service to adopt, would be to cxtend the 30-
day limie to all collectors who include the stacement
from the cave with their FDCs with a notation saying that
the requested stamps arrived after expirarion of the dead-
line,

LETTERS:

Ron Kronheim reports the discovery of Platc 8 of the
29¢ White House in navy blue by Jim Fowler of Green-
ville, S.C.

Fowler submitted & copy to Kronheim in eatly Decem-
ber, and Kronheim confirmed the color variety,

Fowler said, “Loads of them were discovered in my
arca.” However, he was able to obtain only 150 mint
stamps, including three numbered serips. Evidently,
many were used if Fowler was able to buy only 150.

Until these stamps were reported, the navy blue varicty
had been reported only from Plate 6.

Wayne Meyers
Flagstaff, Ariz.

In reply: Meyers enclosed @ mimeographed news release from
Richard Rush of Hagerstown, Md.,, who made the Sollowing
finds of the navy biue stamps from Plate 6:

Navy blue variety
on 29¢ White House

Dueoffind  Where found PNCG:  Towal samps
09714193 Insurance agency I {(Note 1) 28
08115193 Church parsonage -2 70
09117193 Nonprofit Org, 1 38
11/15/93 2 private bomes 0 28 (Note 3}

TOTAL 4 (Noce 2) 161

Note 1: NMumber was on end of sirip

Note 2: Orly 3 can be considered PNCs of § or longer

Note 3: An additional 69 stamps were acquired with this find. The stamps
were from Plate 6, but have not been verified as navy blue.

No complete rolls were found, Rush said. All the
stamps were bought, as near as can be determined, from
the same post office. Attempes to find the stamps at the
posc office were in vain.

Rush advertised the stamps in Linn's at $190 per stamp;
$3,500 for a numbered strip of 7: 5500 for a single with
plate number, and $150 for used singles on cover.

Comments on January issue

Page 3—Louis Fiser is correct. First of all, gum break-
crs have nothing to do with printing. They were applied
by breaker bars on the clectriceye perforators. You could
probably ask somconc at BEP how many EE perforators
were still operating from 1981 1o 1985, but it was cer-
tzinly more than one.

There were several Cottrell presses running when the
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Pedro’s World of PNCs
by Pedro Ortegon. M.D.

"When in the course of buman cvents it becomes necessary
Jor a semiofficial agency to dissolve the bonds which have con-
nected it to one people. .. "

“Mr. Runyon, excellent memo, but I don'’s think you ow
them any explanations!”

Great Americans began, and they were faster chan the per-
forators.

We have seen changes in the breaker configuration, refl-
ecting different breaker bars, bar angles, ctc., on one or
another E-E perforator since the beginning. During the Lib-
crty Series era (mid 1950s to mid-1960s), you could
also find panes without breakers simply from having been
at the head end of a run when the perforator was being
fed, before the breakers bar was engaged.

Page 6—It isn’t true that most test coils were obuained
“under the table.” At least during the 1960s and 1970s,
test coils were supplicd with the coil-stamp affixers that
post offices sold. You could also have them for the asking,
just like a lot of other non-accountable postal paper (offi-
cial seals, registry labels, etc.).

Page 15—Stamps are not destroyed when they are with-
drawn. They are removed from philatelic sale and pur
into accountable paper, then sold at ordinary postal win-
dows as needed until supplies are exhausted.

In answer to your question, “Is it possible that a plate
made for the A Press could be used an the D Press?” Inta-
glio printing sleeves are not interchangeable between the
A Press and the D Press.

Page 16—The {Cottrell press) stamps that show tag-
ging breaks were perforated on electric-cye perforators,
not L-perforators. On the E-E equipment, which perforat-
ed webs before they were sheeted out (as opposed 1o L-
perforators, which perforated sheets), the web is fed only



26 | The Plate Number, March 1994

once through, not twice. A break couid be applied only in
the direction of travel (as on the illustrated Schurz
block), probably by a hold-down mertal finger. Perhaps
such a fitting was nceded at the delivery end after the
breaker bar was no longer in place.

Three different papers are not proof of three different
press runs. Every web-fed press had a flying-paster feed
system, allowing a new roll of paper (which could casily
be a different type) to be spliced onto the end of the old
ane without stopping the press.

In reply: TPN was not implying the impossibility of a flying
paste-up when it said that different papers prow different
press runs. The fact is thae the differens papers bad differens
time frames. Papers [ and Ia were wed befive Papers Il and
Ha. Paper Il came still later. That means that a printing an
Papers [ and IIT bad an interval of several years-between press

Tuns.

Page 22—6¢ Lippmann stamps could not be used alone
to prepay a higher presort rate. The only reason false
franking was ever allowed prior to the current race struc-
ture was to permit obsolete service-inscribed stamps to
be used for the particular applicable service, so that the
stamp’s legend was also a proper endorsement. The illus-
trated cover is also an improper usage, unless it is en-
dorsed “Awhorized Nonprofit Organization” between the
stamp and the address.

Ken Lawrence

State College, Pa.

BUYING ERRORS

Imperforates Perf Shifts
Missing Colors
Offsets Color Shifts
Miscuts, etc.

Older Issues » Recent lssues
New Finds
(215) 728-7836
MONTCLAIR STAMP CO,

P.O. Box 38, Cheltenkam, FA 19012
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More self-stick backings

[ went through my sclf-stick stamps and can add some
new informartion.

Different versions than reported by Jerry Clark:

25¢ Eagle Bookler A11111 D (upside dows, foom UR to LL)

29¢ Eagle and Shicid

Bi111-2 B (Upside down, from LR to UL)
B2222-2 B
B4444-3 B
D21221 A (Right side up, from UL to LR)
294 Red Squirrel D22211 D

Versions on numbers Clark did not report:
29¢ Eagle and Shield

B3434-3 B
D32332 A
D42342 A
29¢ Red Squirrel
D222 D
D22222 D
D23133 D
29¢ Christmas ATM
Vill-1111 B
V222-1222 B
V2222112 B
V222-2122 B

29¢ Pine Cone ATM (all B}
B1, B2, B4, BS, B6, B7, Bg, BID, Bl1, B12, B13, B15

Doug lams
San Jose, Calif.

Numbers on self-stick coils

How can UsPS claim that the plate number on the self-
stick coils are for accountability? With only B1 for the
Pine Cone and vi111111 on the Christmas coil, what is
there to keep track of?

Doug Iams

In reply: We wondered abous shat, toe. So we asked. The an-
swer was almost obvious. Theres only ane number now, but
with the trend tward seif-stick stamps continuing, there may
be more in the future.

Distributing Father Flanagan

The writer of the following letter dmwmd that the new
bluer color™ on the reistued 4¢ Flanagan from Plate 2 bad al-
ready been used on Plate 1. He abso mmd that there had been
 reissue of Plate 2. TP N asked him jow be knaw.

You asked how I knew that the 4¢ Flanagan stamps I
have are new reissues. T he post office in Duluth, Minn., isa
distribution center for numerous smaller post offices in
the area. When the new stamp came out, I spoke wich the
postal employee responsible for stock, who informed me
thar he had recently received the stamps from regional
distribution centers in Michigan and California.

The packets of stamps were dated April 1993, which, [
was informed, was the date of the printing of the stamps.

[ also have copies of the stamps from Plate 1 and Plate
2 from a dealer and have compared them with the stamps



I purchased, as well as with a plate block of the tagged
original I have. The colors of the two reissues vary dis-
tinctly from that of the original issues, although the color
of the Plate 2 stamp is more similar to the that of the
original—all of which you arc familiar wich.

The notes I made when I talked to the postal employee
show that the packets were stamped April 16, 1993, 0z.
73 SE. The post office had received 250,000 from Engle-
wood, Calif., and 50,000 stamps from Lansing, Mich.

A. Stanley Hictala
Tower, Minn.

More varieties on $1 Hopkins, Plate 1
Here are some flaws on Platc 1 of the $1 Hopkins. All
arc overall-tagged.
I'have five copies of Flaw 1, which somedmes occurs on
the same pane with Flaw 2. [ have four copies of Flaw 2.
I have one copy of Flaw 3 and one copy of the flaw re-
ported by Wayne Meyers in the January issue.
Mike Keller
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Flaw 1
Dot in margin of
UR plate biock
May appear
alone ar an same
pane with Flaw
2.

Flaw 2
Saries of faint
vertical dashes
above UL block.
Resembles “Rain

Crack” on 4.9¢
Buckboard.
Flaw 3
Small dot in
margin of UR

plata block, clos-
er to plate num-
ber and perfs
than Flaw 1.

In reply: Keller also sent in a LL plate block in which
there is a blue vertical hairline from the bottom margin
up to about the level of the “h” in “Johns.” The line is at
the extreme right of the LL block, berween the first and
second perforations from the right. It arrived too lare for
illustration.

Even better, Keller found a Self-Serve pack at a Store of
the Future which was supposed to have 10 23¢ Mary Cas-
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satt stamps. Bur he got 20 stamps, saying: “Who says
stamp collecting is not profitable?”

Trumans not destroyed

It was suggested in the January 7PN that the 20¢ Tru
mans withdrawn from sale several months ago were o be
destroyed. I belicve this is incorrect.

Per the Sepr. 16, 1993, Postal Bulletin, the 20¢ Truman
stamps were to be withdrawn from Philacelic Fufillment
in Kansas City (and presumably from other philatelic
centers) on Sept. 20, 1993, They were, however, not o be
destroyed. The bulletin dirccts that remaining stocks of
the Truman stamp were to be placed “on sale at regular
windows until exhausted.” It is my belief thar 20¢
stamps are needed as change-makers and that a reprint of
the Truman stamps was needed because stocks of the ear-
lier printings were running low.

Richard L. Beecher
Los Angcles

Creative journalism

You certainly exercised some creative journalism on
Page 14 of the January 7PN. It is a quantum leap to say I
“...believe them (stamps described in the plate reporr as
‘F Domestic Mail') to have been stamps that were never
found by collectors,” when [ suggested the cylinders
might have been made for a rejected design. [ believe no
such thing, Plates madc in error don't g0 to press, and if
through some monumental error they should, the stamps
would not be released. Your statement implies both.

On further consideration my suggestion was a poor one
because if the rejected inscription had been used, it
would have affected only the black cylinder and would
not be cause to sct aside the entire set of four.

In that same arricle, you have a typographical error in
the subject size for a White House Flag sleeve. You list it
is as 832 when you meant 432. Typos are understandable,
but why don’t you translate those BEP half-sleeve counss to
the real numbers? The C and D presses use subjects per
sleeve of 864 and 960, depending on whether there are 18
or 20 rows. If you must quotc the plate-activity reports
so precisely, please do the same for your correspondents.

Alan T homson
Northwood, N.H.

In reply: We do not translate the stared place sizes be-
cause we can never be certain how to translate them. This
was certainly true when BEP suddenly used 20-row plates
in printing 18-row 20¢ Flags an the C Press.

We misunderstood Thomson's original comment about
the F stamps and we do apologize.

Constantly updated
The only ‘catalog’ of the Great Americans.
A summary of all available data, @
750 if you've never bought one.
if you are updating from an earller one.

e Plate Number
P.0. Box 20130

Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120
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PRICE WAR!

Dale Hendricks, who almost died of Legionnaires’ disease re-
cently and is still on oxygen, re-entered the PNC fray with a full-
page ad in the Feb. 5 issue of Stamp Collector and a week later
in Lina’s.

Before his new prices were enterd into the 7PN data base, the
TPN Average stood at 231.54, down 0.14 from the January issue.
But Hendricks sent it plummeting to 229.25, continuing its de-
cline since its high at 239.52 in November 1992

The main impetus for the drop in the average was Dr. Robert
Rabinowitz’ change iast summer to net pricing, dropping all dis-
counls and lowering prices. He expiained that it was an effort to
gel away from the labor-intensive caiculating of the discounts.

Qther dealers followed. Dale is the most recent, but his prices
were among the highest in our survey. The cuts make him com-
petitive.

The Dale ad cut some of his prices by as much as two-thirds,
many by half. The price of the 18¢ Flag from Plate 3 dropped as
PS/5 from $995 to $775; Plate 4 of the 20¢ Flag from $300 to
$G35, and Plate 1 of the 20¢ Consumers from $190 to $160.

sk

Ed Denson’s PNC Market Briefing far Dec. 1, 1993, disagreed
with TPN's view that dealers’ conversion to net pricing reduced
the prices of PNCs. By his methodology, which includes 434
PNCs, prices rose 7% from his Oct. 1 compilation.

That, of course, was before the Dale bombshell hit.

How dealers arrange thelr price lists

On another matter, Denson received a complaint from a collec-
tor that he should list his PNCs by Scott Catalogue order.

So Denson compared dealers’ price lists and found that only
Henry Karen uses strictly Scott order. Apparently Denson does
not gel price lists from Craig Selig, who also lists in Scott order.

Changes in components of the TPN Average

CAT STMP PLATE TPHIX-1 TPND-2 % Chaage
33— ‘P jrsl] 831, .54 i
Wil—A33333 ELS AN 561 ¥ ] 535%
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20— Officia 1 0.3 $7051 003%
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Dale counters Dr. Rabinowitz’ price cuts, drops TPN average 4 points

He notes that Dale and Charles W, Dickler “sort of* use Scott,
but finds theit lists difficult to use. All other dealers surveyed by
Denson use either an order based on face value or group the
stamps by series and then denomination.

“I find it especially interesting,” he wrote, “that four of the deal-
ers don't use Scott numbers at all. { find using those lists which are
in Scott order extremely difficult because stamps with the same
subjects don’t have the same number. This means that what collec-
tors regard as a natural sequence like the Stagecoaches or the Am-
bujances are broken up and hundreds of stamps intervene.”

*k

As you will note from the list of Eagle and Shield prices, strips
with the numbers A34424 and A34426 are beginning to move up a
hair. But prices have remained amazingly stable for the two big-
ticket itemns, A32333 and A33334. Dale cut his price on the latter to
565 and prices the former at “P.O.R."™ A call to his firm got a
quote of $1935, “but we're oul of them.”

Also rising are strips from yellow Plate 1 with part of the plate
number missing. The key strip in this group is A12213, which Dr.
Rabinowitz is selling at $195. The normal strip is $19.

k2 1]

Dr. Rabinowitz’ first 1994 price list (97A) again has lower pric-
es for almost all common PNCs, but prices for some better items
are up. Some examples:

Plate 3 of the 18¢ Flag is now $850; Plates 3 and 4 of the 20¢
Consumer have moved to $99 and a line gap strip of the 3.4¢
School Bus has climbed to $295.

After long slumber, the se-tenant precancels of the 17¢ Electric
Auto are also up, with the A-B typefaces on Plates 3 and 4 going
to $3735 for a strip of 11. Also on the rise are many gap strips of
the 17¢ precancels, with the 31, gap on Plates 5 and 7 going from
$35 1o 595 and sL going from $90 to $145.
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Paper Type Identification Chart

Gum ridges

Type lla

For illustrations af the
gums on Type il, please
refer to Paga vi of the
1991 PNC Catalog.

No gum texture

Typa iila

Subtle herizontal pattern
visible in strip

Type lilb

Type liln

Na gum texture

Type iV

Type 1

Paper Corp of the United States (PCUS). Paper from Miami
Paper Corp. (now Cross Pointe Paper Corp.). Other suppliers
never confirmed. Gummed by Nashua Corp.

Gum is characterized by diagonal gum ridges at about a 45°
angle. All are alkaline. In longwave UV, Type 1 ranges from hi-
brite to dull gray-purple. Type I paper, when back lit, shows a
criss-cross pattemn at a 20° angle, but some Type 1 stamps show
NO Criss-Cross.

Type Ia
A smooth-textured PCUS product found only on 18¢ Surrey
(Plates 9, 10, 13, 14) and Consumer Education (Plates 1 and 2).

Type 11

Eastern Fine Paper Corp. Gum has horizontal ridges ranging
from nearly smooth (but still distinguishable) to distinct. When
back lit, Type Il paper has a criss-cross patiern running at a 45°
angle. Paper is acidic, often making the stamps appear strange in
shortwave UV because the acid reacts with the taggant. Paper 11
is yellow-brown in longwave UV, and is termed “‘dead” paper.

Type lla
Same paper as Type Il with unbroken, distinct ridges.

Type 11

Glatfelter paper as first seen was gummed and supplied by
L&CP Corp. (now known as Ivex Corp.). Paper face is very
smooth. Backlighting shows no texture. Long-wave UV is dullish
purple, sometimes with hi-brite fibers. Paper is alkaline. Gum
texture varies from a stippled appearance to intersecting horizon-
tal waves.

Type Illa

Glatfelter paper actually predating Type 11l in manufacture, bul
discovered later. Supplied by Frank Parsons Paper Co. under a
brief BEP contract (July o November 1985). Gum applied by
Paper Manufacturers Co. is uniformly smooth and yellowish
when compared to Type IIL

Type I1Ib

Gilatfelter paper meeling the changed specifications of March
1989 for LP-40 paper. Gum required better adhesion and is still
smoother than Type III but still has a subtle horizontal orienta-
tion. Long, shghtly bending horizontal gum patterns can be best
seen in a strip of several stamps than in a single stamp.

Type HIn
A new PCUS product using Glatfelter paper and Nashua gum.
Gum ridges are generally subtler than Type [ and at a steeper 56°

angle.

Type IV

Smooth-gummed surface-coated phosphor paper with uniform-
ly smooth appearance in shortwave UV. [TPN note: This is sur-
face-coated, satin-finish-gum phosphored paper.j Found only on

Back i

20°

Type |

!A“_o

Types |l and lla

This chart originally ap-
peared in Kim Cuniberti's
price list of PNCs by
paper type. It was devel-
oped by Cuniberti in col-
laboration with Richard J.
Nazar.
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Plates 2 and 3 of the 23¢ Lunch Wagon.
Type Vn

Diagonal gum ridges (like Type I or Type ilIn.) Embedded
phosphor (motted or snowy) in shortwave UV. Found only on
Plate 3 of the 23¢ Lunch Wagon.

EPG Paper

This is the first Flag paper we have named. It has tagging that
appears moftled and glossy gum, hence Embedded Phosphor,

USPS switches contractors; ABN (printer of E&S) is ont

By Dr. Robert Rabinowitz
and Stephen G. Esrati

Four private printers were awarded con-
tracts Jan. 6 to print stamps for the Postal
Service.

Not included was American Bank Note
Co. (ABN), which has printed everything
from undenominated Eagle and Shieid
bulk mail stamps 1o next year's “G"
stamps. Its contract expired Dec. 31 and it
is expected (o print its last stamps by
April 1, a USPS official said.

Also left out was U.S. Banknote Co,,
which printed the 1992 Love stamps.

The Postal Service announced the new
five-year contracts Jan. 11.

The winning bidders are:

¢ Ashton-Potter America, Inc., in Am-
herst, N.Y.—5125.7 miiiion for offset and

offsetintaglio  stamps with  water-
activaled gum.
s Avery Dennison Corp. in Clinton,

$.C.—£14.3 million for seif-stick stamps.

s Banknote Corp. of America in New
York City—3$116.7 million for intaglic,
offset, offset/intaglio stamps with water-
activaled gum and for self-stick stamps.
These will be produced at its plant in Suf-
fern, N.Y.

+ Stamp Venturers of Chantilly, Va.—
$73.4 million for self-stick as well as
stamps with waler-activated gum. USPS
officials said the firm would produce the
stamps at the plants of its partners, J.W.
Fergusson & Sons of Richmond, Va., and
KCS Industries in Milwaukee. The Postal
Service did not mention Stamp Venturers’
own plant in Ogdensburg N.Y.

Winners of contracts lo print ATM self-
stick stamps will be announced soon.

UsPs officials said BEP would conunue
to be its prime supplier.

Loss greatest to ABN

The loss is greatest to ABN, which also
printed the new variable-rate coils vended
by Paramax (Unisys) machines near
Washington, D.C.

Unlike the variable-rate stamps printed
by BEP for ECA-GARD machines, the ABN

stamps have vertical orientation with the
plate numbers at the bottom. BEP's stamps
were printed sideways with the plate
numbers at the left side of the stamps.

ABN’s Eagle and Shield stamps, printed
by Guilford Gravure of Guilford, Conn.,
have been among the best-selling of re-
cent coil stamps since they were intended
lo pay the freight for all bulk mail other
than first class or nonprofit.

At the time of this writing, the firm had
produced 31 different plate-number com-
binations. The E&S stamps were also pro-
duced by BEP and Stamp Venturers in
slightly altered design and colors.

The Stamp Venturers product was only
in roils of 10,000. BEP has produced rolls
of 500 and 3.000. ABN has produced all
three sizes.

Guilford is anather loser

Guilford Gravure, an independent com-
pany, iz another victim of the shift in
UsPs contracts. But it may pick up work
from the winning contractors, just as Fer-
gusson once did from ABN.

Also produced by ABN was the 19¢
Fishing Boat coil for post cards and the
23¢ USA coil for first-class mail.

Early Fishing Boals were printed by
Muli-Color Corp. of Scottsburg, Ind.,
which used a Schiavi press with a plate-
number interval of 36. ABN later shifted
the contract to Guilford, which used an
Andreotti Press with an interval of 24.

The USA stamps were also printed by
BEPand Stamp Venturers.

Parent firm went belly-up

Ashton-Potter (AP}, a Canadian-owned
firm, went bankrupt in Canada last year,
forcing Canada Post to award 45% of its
stamp-printing business to Leigh-Mardon
Security Printing, Ltd., of Australia.

After bankruptcy, a Toroalo conglomer-
ate, MDC Corp., bought AP’s print shop in
Amherst, just outside Buffalo. That’s the
*American” side of the former AP.

The Amherst plant was set up after Con-
gress complained about the printing of the

29¢ Warren stamp in the Great American
Series by Canadian Bank Note. Co.
(CBNC), acting as subcontractor for Stamp
Veaturers.

A spokesman for Canada Post said it
did not want to give the entire printing
contract to CBENC out of fear that “we
don'l want to be in the same position as
we were with Ashton-Potter” when its
bankers put it into involuntary bankrupt-
¢y, leaving Canada Post in dire straits. AP
owed 513 million when a bank called its
$9 million loan.

Stock of loser tumbles

U.S. Banknote, the only company
among the losers that is publicly traded,
lost 51.37 of its $6 value in delayed,
heavy trading on the New York Stock Ex-
change on Jan. 6 when it announced the
loss of its stamp-printing contract.

The company told the Reuters news ser-
vice that the lost contract would reduce
earnings 15¢ a share and cost it $24 mil-
lion of its estimated 1994 income of $200
million.

That would indicate that ABN, which
had a much larger percentage of the
stamp-printing business, stands to lose
much, much more.

A spokesperson for ABN cited the “gag
order” from the Postal Service for declin-
ing o speak with TPN. “I'm not allowed
to talk to you,” she said.

Banknote Corp. of America has a recent
history of plate-number proliferation. [
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Pressure-Sensitive Adhesive Stamps 101: A Refresher Course

The following information is from the January 1994 issue of
Information from..., the monihly newsletter of the Stamp Acquisi-
tion and Distribution Branch, which is intended as an internal
publication of the Postal Service.

The "I” referred o by the writer is not identified.

While this information is nat about the coil stamps being sold
only by the Philatelic Fulfiliment Service Center, it alsa applies
1o coils. ltem mumbers given here, however, are not for the coil
siamps.

Now that self-adhesive stamps have become a popular and
growing part of the stamp program, it is essential to define same
of the commonly used terms as-

2.) Produet Types
The self-adhesive stamps are now available in the form of con-
vertible booklets which are available for sale at all post offices,
and the ATM sheetlels which are designed for sale through
bamnk ATMs and at philatelic centers only. Because only a lim-
ited number of banks currently are selling the ATM stamps, these
stamps are distributed to the APDs {Postal Service distribution
ceaters] that serve the cities where the participating banks are lo-
cated only, rather than a nationwide distribution. Thus, it is im-
perative that all employees who work at APDs know thal ATM
stamps should not be distributed for sale over the counter at post
offices. In the near future, we will improve our package labeling
to ensure that our employees

sociated with these stamps. This
will reduce unnecessary confu-
sion and ensure that we are all
talking on the same wave length
when we speak about these
products. I have grouped the dis-
cussion into three categories: 1)
terminology, 2) product types,
and 3) questions raised by con-
sumers with regard to environ-

business mailers,

1995.7

“We expect self-adhesive stamps in

coils, for both household users and for
to be available in

can easily distinguish between
regular seli-adhesive booklets
which are for distribution lo all
post ofiices, and self-adhesive
ATM sheetlets, which are for sale
only through bank ATMs and
philatelic centers. We expect
seli-adhesive stamps in coils,
for both household users and for
business mailers, to be available

mental impact of these stamps.

1.) Definition of terms

What Is in 2 name? You will often hear different terms used to
define or name these stamps, such as “no-lick)” “self-adhesive,”
“pressure-sensitive adhesive,” “sclf-stick,” and “peel-and-stick™
stamps, among many others. The name that is most correct from
the tecknical point of view is “pressure-sensitive adhesive,” or
PSA stamps for shant. However, since the Postal Service does not
want to be too lechnical or inflict unnecessary punishment on its
customers to use a longue twister name like that, the Postal Ser-
vice prefers the name “Sell-adhesive” stamps, and that name is
printed on the back of the booklels and sheellels that we current-
1y sell.

Is It a Boaklet or a Sheetlet? Another term that often causes
confusion is whether the self-adhesive stamps are booklets or
sheetiels. Well, it depends! We currently sell two types of self-
adhesive stamps. The [irst type is the regular self-adhesive
stamps such as the Eagle and Shield (Item #5540, the Pine Cone
({Item #6690), the Rosze (Item #6694}, the Red Squirrel (liem
#6688) and the 1993 Contemporary Christmas (Item #6689),
which featured four stamp designs including a reindeer, a snow-
man, a jack-in-the-box and a soldier. These seif-adhesive stamps
are classified as booklets, or convertible booklets (since the cus-
tomer can remove the middle peel strip and fold them into a
booklet). Hence, they are given item numbers that identify them
as booklets [TPN note: Numbers in the 6000 series], since these
self-adhesive booklels are primarily competing against the regu-
lar gummed or lick-and-stick booklets. The other type of self-
adhesive stamps, which are strictly designed for sale through au-
tomatic teller machines (ATMs), is called ATM stamps, and are
designated as sheetlets, to differentiate them from the above cate-
gory, even though both types are the same in terms of pane di-
mensions and both have the peel strip in the middle. Therefore,
the ATM stamps are given item numbers which identify them as
sheetlets [TPN note: Numbers in the S000 series). Examples of
these stamps are Liberty Torch (Item #5538), 1992 Christmas
Toy Train (Item #5541), and the 1993 Snowtnan (Item #5528).

in 1995.

Another question that comes up frequently is why are the ATM
sheetlets so much thinner than the self-adhesive booklets. Some
customers even write occasionally to accuse us of being cheap,
and hence making the thin stamps to save on paper costs. In real-
ity, the ATM stamps cost us much more to manufacture than the
regular self-adhesive booklets. They are engineered to very high
dimensional and surface property tolerances to ensure they can
[be] dispensed through all major ATM equipmenl! banks use with-
out any failure. Thus, the ATM stamps have o be the same di-
mensions, thickness and similar surface properties as those of a
11.8. doilar bill. That is why they are thinner than the regular self-
adhesive booklets.

3.) Environmental Impaet of Self-adhesives

Some cusiomers o¢casionally ask about the environmental im-
pact of the self-adhesive stamps. Most of the questions relate to
the throwaway liner (or backing), which some consumers consid-
er as creation of more waste; others believe, erroneously, that the
liner is made of plastic and cannat be recycled. In fact, the liner
materal for our self-adhesive stamps is made of paper and not
plastic; moreover, this paper liner is recyclable with normal of-
fice waste, such as copier machine paper and business envelopes,
unlike most of the commercial consumer labels that are currently
available in the market. Thus, while the backing or throwaway
liner may appear to be a wasteful idea, in reality i1 serves to af-
ford extra protection for the sclf-adhesive stamps and eliminates
the need for further packaging. As an exampie, a booklet of the
traditional lick-and-stick stamps is manufactured with the stamps
attached to a folded cover which is then sealed with adhesive to
protect the stamps. This not only increases the cost of manufac-
turing, but it also uses more paper and adhesive, or scalant, for
closure, and the booklet cover is thrown away after the stamps
are used up just like the throwaway liner of self-adhesive stamps.
Thus, from the material balance point of view, the self-adhesive
stamps are not any more wasteful of resources than the tradition-
al stamps, or in layman’s terms, you do not have to kill more fo-
rests to make self-adhesive stamps!
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KIM CUNIBERTI, APS

LONG WAVE UV VARIETIES ON TRANSPORTATIONS

Perloaically zver the past seven vears | have noted
references to “high bright™ varisties on FHC's wvhen viewed
unQer Long Wave UY light. On the Cottrell Press Lssues thls
tyPe Of Coaction seems O have Appeacsda In the last year o
€3 before the presw was taken cut of use |n [985. Simllariy.
some examples Aisc poppesd up on the “BY Press In this sine
time frame. With the exceptlon of the 4.9 Buckboara #3 & 4.
all of thess varietles sesm to D8 much j¢vs common ana LA
=oms Instances scacce. Whiie seseking these etcips | alwo
noted the opposite extreamer tha "dead" papars. While thiw
‘dead* lock |¥ Previously known 48 the only reaction of Type
11 paper (Eastern Fine proouct). 1 aleo tound two distinctly
dl fferent *cead” reactions on type | paper, the sane paper
that ail the *high brighte* ace cn. Somw of these are
likewise fess common with the bulk of most PNC's falling in
a generally meaioste cange of relative intensity. Below is
. my offering of what I've been able to sscurs. The “hign
brighty* ace, by the way, electric. knoCk-your-socke-otf,

uper white sxamplen.

Deac Owac
Hi-briie (cremesynl low) Ltansproun)
3.4 BFC 1,2 12.00 8.00 le.06
4.9 P/C 3.4 2.00 5.00
5.6 10.00 10.00
8.3 BC L.2 5.00 4.004(rl only) 4.00
Tlow 1t 15.00
0.1 PoC 15.00 2.75(Type 11}
10.7 B.°C 1,2 48.00¢¢vet only) NAA
1P,z E.00 WA
12.3 PG L 12.0% 3.00<Type 112

LONG WAVE UV VARIETIES ON RECENT FLAG ISSUES

SOME IMPORTANT VARIETIES
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8.3 AMBULANCE with the LOW ENTRY PLATE » 1

these otclps are from matched rolls cut from
sach other dirsctly {rom the printed wao.
Under magniftication the piper fiTers match.

. Hi Brite Dull Dead The snlargso cocpy sbove shows the Law 1 cap=
29 Push Flag 4 4.00 4.00 tursd whals at the top of the iower strip
S 400 T.50 with the normal L whole at the bottom. The
6 4.00 tap stClp results In a4 no 8 strip without
T 4.00 12.00 belng miscut,. A etriking carlty! One of each
=% Whitehse < 4.50 4.50 et of 2 wtrips |13ted below ix available:
] 4.50 4.50 .
4 4.50 4.50 Fine XF(enlargea above?
-3 4.50 4.50
5 4.%0 4,50 $ 125 B 195 (PS5 1Q1}
g 4.50 4.50
10.11,12,13 -.50 4.50 Rear mleses (top ot Low | clipped and Just
showing at bottom of thate):
nr vr xr
A YEW GDOD PAIRE .
' . Line Gap » 4% s 55 $ 65
vr xF Gap S0 &0 70
2280 GRT! TREES 3 25 s 30 " “
ttrom 85 bik tag ##%x%x SCARCE !!! "LENZ" PAPER # 2 swwu#x
281 Untaggea Bes 35 45 Cne VF PS7 avajlable: 3 625
C2E0 Untagged Tug IS 20
. - - P T ——
- . .
©523 Toledo Brewn % b Hansom Cals IRNICS | Lunsom Cob ROt 5 Flanons Cahs 3800 & Luavsamss Cale TR § 1 Tanmom Cals 1800x §
2523 same w. tap of 20 25 b LSA e « L18A K19e « USA WK o I'SA e o UBA 1085 e
‘Geo & head missing e B PR = G 5 o - =
‘Cfrom lowish 81 roll)
11895 impertsmiacut 25 30
‘to-zmm flag at pottom)
" Get ot atl six 100 128 n ~. 17 T L. =
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UNTAGGED CRRORS

PS5

CONTEMPORARY COILS

= 10.9 P/C # 2 with low entry at ZL

ZI60 1Sc BST FYF only: 3 U7S FVE vF XF
I261 2S¢ PSS VE 250 £ 65 $ 7S $ 90
WELL CENTERED "TOLEDG BROWN® %71 LIGHTHOUSE PORTABLE UV LAMPS:

VRAF xr L80 Longwave (for paper typas) $ 15.95
Ps% 3 180 + 210 LBS Shortwave (for tagging? 32.55

" spectal short wave fitter 37.95

ps? 190 220 Bdd & 1.50 for shipping one lamp, %2.50 for both.
PSLi0 00 220 Deguct l0% otf lamp price with #50 orger,

P.O. Box 3554
Dembury, CT 05813-3454
(203) 431-4303 anytimel

"”””"’”””””’”””””m””m”””’"”"’m

20% with $100 arcer.
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Flavored gum? Religiously correct gum? We stick to the issues

Information from..., the monthly newsletter irom the Stamp
Acquisition and Distribution Branch, continues io be humorous
while handiing serious subjects. The following is the complete
text of a recent issue about gum. Even the most experienced col-
lectors should learn something from it, and still manage a smile

here or there:
Fraquently, we receive inquirias with regard to the nature of post-

belled (the Sepoy Uprisings) because the British had issued car-
tridges covered in grease made from animal fats. Cow fat was La-
boo for Hindu soidiers; potk fat to Moslem soldiess. There are
people in the United States of those two and many other relig-
ions who have religious objections to certain foods. The Postal
Service can only be commended for being sensitive to their be-
liefs.

age stamp glues, whal they are mads of, wheth-
er the glue has animai blood, horse hooves,
chicken faathers, or a myriad of other exotic (or
weird, depending on your fasts) substances.
Soms of the health-conscious Yuppies who
seem to ba tascinated with ¢ounting calories ask
about the numbaer of calories consumed sach
tima they lick a stamp}

First, 1o put ali superstitions to rest, the glue
used with pastage stamps has no animal biocd,
horse hooves, chicksn feathers or any other in-
gradient that is banned by any religion or gav-
grnment of safety reguiation. As for the calorie
content, it Is only a tempaest in a teapot, as illus-
trated below:

Gum

tening.

no animal blood,
horse hoeoves or
chicken feathers
and it is not fat-

vOrs are a no-no.

Mint flavor proves forgery

The new people in the Postal Service may
not know it, but flavored gums have been
used by USES since about 1934, according to
Ken Lawrence.

“When the Postal Service did a survey and
found that people prefer Flag stamps, they
actually stacked the deck,” Lawrence said.
“Ouly the Flag stamps were mint flavored:
ali others were not. Obvicusly, any secretary
who has to lick a lot of stamps would have

contains

But fla~

The glus is coated on the stamp paper at 16-18 grams per
square meter (which is squivalent to 0.001 ounces per square inch,
which is the dimension of a typicat stamp). As you can plainly ses,
there is nat a whols lot of glus {6 consume or worry about in tarms
of calories even if you assume that the whole glue coating some-
how comes oif and is ingested (no wonder we get all these com-
plainis about stamps tailing off enveiopes from lhess peapla).

We usa two types of adhesives on our waler-activated postage
stamps. One is & mixture of dextrin and resin and the other is sim-
ply dextrin. Daxtrin is a gummy subsiance made from starch. The
starch base used for stamp adhesives is obtainad primarily from
comn snd somélimaes potatoes. The rasin portion of the adhesive is
obtained from piant material. Occasionaily, a small quantity of a
food-grade yellow dys is added to the adhesive fermulation to give
it a slightly yellowish color to alert the customer to the presence of
an adhesiva ¢oaling on the back side of the stamp. No other addi-
tives ara mixed with the dextrin or resin components.

As required by iaw, thase additive formujas hava besn approved
by the Food and Drug Administration as being lood-grade products
which are sale for human consumption.

Wa also occasionally receivs suggestions from custemers who
inquire why don't we provide stamps with differant glus flavors
such a3 vanilia, strawberry, chocolate, and so on. We have de-
¢lined to add flavering to stamp adhasives for the following rea-
S0Ns:

First, our additivas must be approvad by the FDA. Any change in
our present formulation may jeopardiza ite approval los use. Fur-
ther, if ary flaver additive that is added lo improve stamp giue
tasts may ¢ause problems with some of our customars who may be
ailergic to soma common food additives such as fiavers or color-
ants.

Sscondly, since no one flaver is liksly to please or satisfy all our
customers, it will necessitate the use of a wide range of flavors
which would make it difficult and costly for the Postal Service to
decide what kind of ftavor to usa with aach of many stamp designs
issuad each year. We have, tharefore, chosen a stamp adhasive
that is as neutral in taste as possible,

Whils we regral that some ¢customers do not iike the faste of the
present adhesive, adding flavaring would create a greatar problem.
Also, for the conveniance of those customers who do not like the
tasts of the glua of the traditional lick-and-stick stamps, tha Postal
Service has issusd self-adhesive stamps, in sevarai different de-
signs, which are now availabla in all post officus nationwide. The
self-adhesive stamps are not atfectad by humidity, hava long shelf-
lite, and adhere mere tenaciously to diffarant anveiope substrates
whan properly applisd.

Ghosts of the Sepoy Uprising of 1857

The questions about the ingredients used in stamp gum have a
serious undertone that the Postal Service only hints at when it
said slamp gun contains no “ingredient that is banned by any re-
ligion.” In 1857 native soldiers of the British army in India re-

preferred the Flag stamps.”

Lawrence also pointed to an instance when precanceled 20¢
Flags were turning up forged on tagged stamps. At that ime he
advised collectors to laste the gum, Precancels were gummed
with unflavored dextrin, the tagged stamps had mint gum. There-
fare, mint gum on a precancel was a sure way to determine for-

ery.

Should coilectors collect stamps as distinct varieties if they
have different flavors? “If the only way to tell them apart is de-
structive,” Lawrence said, “collectors tend not to collect them,
although in the case of those German stamps with sulfuric acid
in the gum, they had 1o remove the gum lo preserve the stamps.”

Lawrence said the excuse that USPS would have to get each fla-
vor approved by the FDA doesn’t hold water because the FDA
has approved flavors for almost every use, so it would not be
necessary to get them reapproved just for use in gum.

There’s news in it, too

1t really pays to pick up Informatrion from....

In November it said the 3¢ Conestoga Wagon reprints (Item
7763) would be delivered in the fourth accounting period. Start-
ing on Oct. 1, accounting periods run four weeks. So the fourth
period would be January. This should be a stamp off the C Press
wilh a 48-stamp interval between piate numbers.

[t also re-emphasized that BEP is now printing 10¢ Eagle and
Shield stamps, meaning that post offices can order from BEPand
their area distribution centers, something they cannot do for E&S
stamps printed by private contractors. (E&S stamps with the num-
bers 22222 were found in early January by Richard Cook.)

SADB reported that BEP had had a problem with the reprinting
of the 23¢ Cassatt (Item 1043) and delivery was delayed from
October to November, Heary Karen of Michael M. Karen Inc.
put the shiny-gum, embedded {mottled) tagging Cassatis on sale
in November, but it was impossible to obtain then from the Phil-
atelic Fulfillment Service Center until January.

ABN was to deliver 19¢ Fishing Boats (Itern 7718 for rolls of 500
and Item 7719 in rolls of 3.000) in November. Dr. Robert Rabino-
witz found two new plate-number combinations in December.

And there’s news in what it omits
Ken Lawrence says, “If the only gum now in use is dexirin {or

Please tumm to Page 36
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Check these prices

PHC® members may stll deduct 5%. PNC Study Group members may take an added 5%. You'll love
my my no-quibble retumn poilcy, my VF quality. This list (List 10} is good through May 15, 1994.
Prices are for VF PS/5. Deduct 10% for PS/3 or Fine; add 25% for XF.
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New 2¢ Locomotives out, but they’re not tagged for the DAY

Continued from Front Page

What DAV needs

DAV, still using multiple frankings on its
return envelopes, is currently using five
untagged, gravured 5¢ Circus Wagons
and two B Press-printed 2¢ Locomotives.

The way the stamps are applied to the
envelopes, the strip of five is at the upper
left and the pair to its left, placing the
tagged stamps near the upper right comer
of the envelope.

Accarding to an article by Ken Law-
rence in the August 1993 issue of The
American Philatelist, the DAV is the larg-
est user of unprecanceled, low-value coil
stamps, using more than all other users
combined.

The saga of gum

Continued from Page 34

resin-dextrin), that's news. When did they
stop using dull-finish Davac gum, which
had been in use since the experimental 6¢
Eisenhower booklets of 19717 Davac
gum is a polyvinyl acetate and polyvinyl
alcohol adhesive, different from the shiny
dextrin gums. If it has been phased out af-
ter 30 years, shouldn't someone say so7”

TPN carefully checked the latest USPS
paper specifications. They do not specify
the type of adhesive other than to require
it 1o meet certain standards of adhesion
and delimiting the amount of curl. They
also specify initial grab and tack time.
But they do not specify the materials from
which the adhesives are made, other than
to say they must receive a letter of no ob-
jection from the FDA.

‘We also checked the specifications used
by BEP (TPN July 1993, Page 92). And
here we find three types of adhesive: dex-
trin, resin/dextrin/ and dry gum.

Chances are that the “dry gum” is the
old Davac gum.

It is used on three papers still earmarked
for the Andreoti press (although all
three—LP-58, LP-59, and LP 630) appear to
be leftovers soon lo be replaced by other
papers.

It is also used on twe untagged and
three prephosphored papers for the C
Press.

However, most of the Andreotti, all D
Press and some C Press papers are all
dextrin or resin-dextrin.

‘What this appears to mean is that slowly
but surely we are going to shiny gum. (J

He illustrated the article with a DAV
cover bought in TPN's January 1992 anc-
tion of DAV covers. Lawrence was the
successful bidder for the entire lot of 79
DAV covers, plus one cover to Look maga-
zine.

The Look cover was illustrated in his ar-
ticlein the Aug. 16 issue of Lim’s.

That means he probably ecamed more
from the two articles than the unusual ot
cost him.

Did they print 2 versions?

Immediately upon learning that the F.o-
comotives were untagged, TPN asked the
Postal Service if, perhaps, there were two
versions, one lagged for DAV and one un-
tagged for collectors.

The answer came back that the last
printings on the B Press in the fall of
19590 (never mentioned in any plate.
activity reports) were tagged and an Octo-
ber 1993 reprint was untagged.

Robin Minard, a spokesperson for the
Postal Service, said the DAV would make
do with the clder reprints.

“What if they run out?” she was asked.

“At that time.” she said, “there may be
some different arrangements.”

Joe Brockert of the Stamp Acquisition
and Distribution Branch told TPN in De-
cember that DAV's need would be met be-
cause it was notin the interest of the Post-
al Service to do anything that would
interfere with the orderly flow of the
mails.

Brockert added that the rule on tagging
stamps only with a face value of 10¢ or
more could be adjusted for posial needs.

Meanwhile, Long Island collector Rich-
ard Shulman has noted that some 2¢ Lo-
comotives—he believes them to be early
printings—have traces of tagging, as if
some wggant has been left over on the
press.

Why DAY needs tagged stamps

DAV needs lagged stamps because it
sends put he envelopes on which they are
mouated for use as return-envelopes
which, DAV hopes, wiil contain a check.

Thus, these envelopes enter the mail-
stream all over America as one-piece
mailings. When they go through the fac-
er-cancelers, these letters must have a
tagged stamp or be ejected.

In fact, DAV's antomated stamp-affixing
equipment has made two requests lo the
Postal Service. It wants coils of 12,000 and
it wants them tagged.

It was for the DAV that the gravured 5¢
Circus Wagon were printed as rolls of
10.000. But, alas, they were untagged, too.

DAV wanted them tagged, 7PN was told at
the time by the printer, American Bank
Note Co., which could have prepared
rolls of 12,000 if USPS had asked.

So DAV makes its own rolls of 12,000 by
rewinding rolls of 3,000 and splicing four
of them together.

The 2¢ Locomotives are in coils of
3,000. But they should have been tagged.

Caonversion next on 3¢ Conestoga

The appearance of the Omnibus and Lo-
comotive off the C Press ieaves only the
3¢ Conestoga Wagon to make its way to
the C Press. The 10¢ Canal Boat made the
move earlier. .

The Stamp Acquisition and Distribution
Bmanch (SADB) apparently has had preat
difficulty in obtaining the new Conestoga
Wegon from BEP.

The stamp was first announced in [nfor-
mation from in November as Item 7763,
to be delivered in the fourth accountng
period (roughly coinciding with January).
The January issue said it would be out in
the fifth accounting period because “BEP
had a delay.”

The item number, however, is suspect,
since that is the number for the version
printed by the defunct B Press. Acconding
to Rick Arvonio of SADB, collectors were
to be told by the Postal Service of every
new version of a stamp. It is, therefore,
likely that when the stamp is announced,
it will have a different item number. Ex-
pectations are that it will be a C Press
product with the plate number 3. Howev-
er, the delays in production, may indicate
that this could possibly be the first coil
stamp prinled on the new F Press, an off-
setfintaglio press.

The 5S¢ Circus Wagon, also originally
printed on the B Press, has just been
found with the plale number A3, a gra-
vure printing by ABN. Whether it, too,
will move to the C Press, is uncertain, (J

Ink is phosphored on new Wagon

The red ink on the newly found 4¢ Cir-
cus Wagon with the plale number A3 is
phosphorescent in both long- and short-
wave UV Light.

The ink glows a bright orange under
both types of lamp. Previous printings of
the stamps by ABN had ordinary, nonphos-
phorescent ink.

It is nat believed that the ink on the new
stamp will activate the sensors on the fac-
er-canceler.
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USPS standardizes all marginal inscriptions

After the unveiling of the 1994 US.
stamp program, stamp czar Azeezaly Jal-
fer convened a meeting in the onetime of-
fice of the Washington city postmaster in
the National Postal Museum where USPs
big shots, three artists, and three journal-
ists had a question-and-answer pericd.

The most imporaant outcome of the
meeting was only hinted at. It concerns
marginal inscriptions of alt U.S. stamps,
which are now being standardized.

‘What emerged at the meeting, because
someone asked, was that the seivage de-
scription had been dropped from the reis-
sued 40¢ Piper airmajl because it was not
needed. What was not said, because no
one asked, was that marginal descriptions
of stamp subjects, are being generally
dropped (although not on ail stamps).

[t is most likely that when the 20¢ Vir-
ginia Apgar stamp appears in October in

the Great Americans Series, there will be
marginal notes to say who she was.

But Rick Arvonio of the Stamp Acquisi-
tion and Distribution Branch made it clear
that such inscriptions wouid only appear
where absolutely necessary. He hedged a
bit by stating that no Postal Service proce-
dure ig written in stone and would be fol-
lowed on a stamp-by-stamp basis.

According to an article in Linn's, the
standardization of marginal material in-
cludes dropping of the ZIP code message,
equalizing the type size on plate numbers,
and adding an equation for counter clerks
ta give them the face value of the pane.
Not mentioned in the article was the addi-
tional requirement to use a diagram to in-
dicate the pane’s position when more than
four panes are printed in one revolution of
the press.

An official announcement of the new

Temporary job only

Connie Totten-Oldham, who was report-
ed in the last issue of TPN 1o have been
named manager of market and product
publicity at the Postal Service, was only in
that job for 30 days under a three-month
rotation plan instituted by Deborah K.
Bowker, who left her post as vice president
of the Postal Service an Dec. |,

Bowker named Art Shesley to Totten-
Oldham’s job for the next 30 days (Janu-
ary) and Sanders Fowler for the following
30 days (February).

Sheeley used to be a spokesperson in the
Corporate Relations Department; Fowler
has recently been manager of special
events and was in charge of the huge cele-
bration that accompanied the roll-out of the
Elvis Presley stamp in Memphis.

Azeezaly §. Jaffer, the manager of stamp
services who held Tolten-Oldham’s job be-
fare being named stamp czar, had nothing
to do with these appointments, said Robin
Minard of Corporate Relations, although
Jaffer told TPN that he was instrumental in
naming Totten-Oldham to succeed himself.

Ms. Bowker left the Postal Service for a
post outside government.

Plate 9 not all that rare

The Januvary issue’s chart on Page 14
gave some readers the impression that only
1,000 imprassions had been made from
Plate 9 of the 29¢ Flag Over the White

House. That total was only for that press
tun and does not indicate scarcity. Plate ¢
is common from ecadier press muns. TPN
should have made that clcarer.

~ Why not use Scou?

One reader objected to the use of PNC
Catalog numbers in the chart, saying that
TPN should have used Scott numbers. The
PNC Catalog numbers were defined on
the front page of the September 1993 issue.
Scott does not give scparate numbers for
plate numbers.

Christmas coils from Carolina

The official announcement from the Post-
ai Service for the printing of the coils of
the 29¢ Christmas contemporary stamps
did not reveal where they were printed.
They were printed at Avery Dennison in
Clinten, $.C.

Plate 3 not yet found

The 10¢ Red Cloud from Plate 3, which
we reported found by Henry Karen of Mi-
chael M. Karen, Inc., tumned out 1o be Plate
2. Plate 3 has not been found yet.

Cassail is mottled

The 23¢ Cassait from Plate 3, which we
reported found by Henry Karen of Michael
M. Karen, Inc., turned out to have shiny
gum and embedded (mottled) phosphors.

rules for marginal markings was included
in the news release for the Winter Olym-
pics stamps:

Collectors will notica that typa face and
siza in the marginal markings is being
standardized for all stamps, from all sup-
pliers, and total prices for a lull pane are
included, a weicome changs for both cus-
tomers and postal workars since thare are
often many diffarent prices for a single
whole pane of stamps, depending on how
many stamps are includad on each partic-
ular pane.

When the Edward R. Mommow slamp
was released, it had plate numbers only
2mm tall that were positioned over or un-
der the first or last columa of stamps.

On an upper right pane, the number is
above the 10th stamp in the top seivage.

The arithmetic inscription is over the st
stamp in the top row and says:
“50%.29=514.50." O

Variety report—L
(Al’s jubilee!!!
By A.S. Cibulskas

L0¢ Eagle and Shield

A33333—Same as A43426 (which was
previously reported). Misregistration of
the green plate resuits in a thin, but readi-
ly obvious, yellow vertical line on the left
side. Constant on all stamps. (Moreau)

2%¢ Rushmore

Gravured 22211—Qbvious doubling at
the top of the two left stahtes. As above,
probably due to misregistration of the
plates as ane of the 2s in the plate number
is misaligned. (Lipson)

Splices

Although these are not plate varieties,
we are tracking splices on self-adhesive
coils.

29¢ Pine Cone—red and cellophane
splices (Lipson)

29¢ Christmas—red splices (Lipson)
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BEP’s Eagle and Shield found tagged

Kim Cuniberti has found five rolls of
3,000 of the undenominated 10¢ Eagle and
Shield stamps with the plate-number com-
bination 22221 printed by the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing on weakly pre-
phosphored paper. The find was reported
to TPN one day after the January issue
was taken to the printer (Dec. 15).

As a precancel the stamps should be un-
tagged. But their appearance reopened the
discussion as o what values are supposed
to be tagged.

BEP told TPN that stamps of 10¢ and up
should be tagged. Rick Arvenio of the
Stamp Acquisiion and Distribution
Branch (SADB) told TPV that stamps with
a face value of 10¢ or less are supposed to
_be untagged.

Price goes up

Cuniberti first sold the stamps at 510 for
a VF, numbered strip of five, $14 for XF.
He thought he wouid find mare.

His ad ran only two weeks in Linn’s, be-
cause Cuniberti just about sold out, hav-
ing wholesaled some at $6 a strip. The re-
tailers who obtained them did not oblain
enough to satisfy the needs of all their re-
tail new-issue customers, and then the
price began to climb. Cuniberti’s price in
February was $30 for vF.

Paper supplier blamed

Robin Minard of USPS said it is believed
that the fault was at the paper supplier’s,
who may have had some phosphors left in
the machinery when this paper was made.

“We are only puessing,” she said, “but
what leads us to believe this is that the
tagging is very weak, only giving a read-
ing of 12 [PMUs] while a normai stamp
should have from 45 to 100."

The PNC Study Group had more or less
come up with the same theory, that since
all these stamps are lacquer coated, the
lacquer was contaminated (though dilut-
ed).

In theory, the paper is supposed to be
checked by a PMU meter both at the miil
and at the printer.

The stamps tested by USPS were sent in
by TPN. That was also the procedure
when untagged 19¢ Fishing Boats were
found. Those stamps were inadveriently
printed on unphosphored paper by Guil-
ford Gravure, acting for the contractor,
American Bank Note Co. After we sub-
nutied the untagged stamps, Minard was
able to obtain an explanation from ABN
about picking up an incorrect roll of
paper.

(Because there are traces of taggant on
those Fishing Boats, the PNC Study
Group has rejected this explanation. It be-

lieves that the paper manufacturer pro-
duced a defective roll, as in this instance.
For this discussion, please sce TPN “Post-
al Service answers some questions” in
TPN, September 1993.)
A problem with lamps

Some PNCers had a tough time identify-
ing the weakly tagged stamps because
their UV lamps leak visible light. The tag-
ging shows up just fine under a filtered
Lighthouse shortwave lamp or a Scott-
light.

Even under other lamps, the strips ap-
pear t be bright, so comparison with a
known untagged E&S stip from BEP
would prove it.

Tagged or untagged?

The uncertainty as to what values
should be untagged began with ABN's Co-
lumbian souvenir sheets. The 10¢ value

was untagged. ABN said that was what
was ordered by the USPS.

Questioned about this, Jos Peng, then of
SADB, said the cutoff had been raised
from 9¢ to 10¢. He said new 10¢ Canal
Boats would be untagged, but they were
not. When the C Press Canal Boats came
out a year later, they were on prephos-
phored paper.

Arvonio insisted that the cutoff was
10¢, as Peng had said. Asked why the Ca-
nai Boats were tagged, Arvonio said they
had been printed “under a previous con-
tract.”

BEP spokesperson Lor DeRose asked
Percy Sutton of the manufacturing sec-
tion. Sutton told Ms. DeRose: “All
stamps from 10¢ and up are supposed to
be phosphored.” [

Yes, Virginia, there is a phosphored Cody

Dr. Robert L. Kugel, who wrote two let-
ters 10 TPN in the September 1993 issue
to prove that the 15¢ Cody stamps do ex-
ist on prephosphored paper, is annoyed
that Ken Lawrence, writing in the Jan, 31
issue of Linn’s, used Dr. Kugel's metho-
dology to prove the same thing.

First, some background.

Charles Yeager, writing in the United
Siates Specialist for February 1991, re-
ported that it was his belief that an early
A Press printing of Plate 1 in May 1938
was on phosphored paper. “Stamps print-
ed from Sleeve 1 with block tagging, I be-
lieve, were printed no earlier than July
1988,” Yeager wrote.

Plate 1 stamps also exist on paper that
was overall-tagged after printing. The ex-
istence of stamps on phosphored paper
was orginally disputed by Wayne L.
Youngblood, the PNC Study Group’s au-
thority on lagging.

What made the identification so diffi-
cult was that all the overall-tagged Plate |
stamps are tagged in the selvage, prevent-
ing collectors from identifying overall
tagging by the absence of tagging there.

TPN asked BEP and was told that no Co-
dys were printed on phosphored paper.

This summer, however, Youngblood
was shown some examples by Richard
Schulman, and Youngblood was convert-
ed. “Richie’s examples made a believer
out of me,” he said, noting that the stamps
were surface tagged, meaning thal the tag-
ging appears solid.

But Michael D. Kinney, wha contribut-
ed to the PNC Swudy Group's initial anai-
ysis of the Great American Series, was
also convinced that the Cody stamps were
never phosphored. Kinney came to his
conclusion by sending examples he be-
lieved to be phosphored to Youngblood,
who pronounced them overail-tagged.

At that point Dr. Kugel entered the pic-
ture, saying he disagreed with Kinney and
upholding Yeager. His method was to use
a stereoscopic microscope and a high-
intensity UV light. His conclusion was:

“Under the microscope, using short-
wave UV illumination, | could s¢e no tag-
ging material on top of the printing ink in
either block {of Plate 1 Cody stamps].
These cannot be overall-tagged. They are
printed on prephosphored paper.”

BEP's Leah Akbar said: “All the Cody
stamps from Plate 180004-1 were printed
on LP-40 paper.” That is untagged paper.

Dr. Kugel said he had never seen a Plate
1 Cody with overail tagging.

That's where Lawrence entered the fray.

Readers of TPN know that Lawrence, a
contributing editor of this magazine, ofien
criticizes others for “re-inventing the
wheel.” In Lirn’s, Lawrence did again
what Dr. Kugel had done more than six
months previously.

Dr. Kugel asks why Lawrence extracted
the information Dr. Kugel had presented
in TPN, based on original research meth-
ods, with no acknowledgment to Dr. Ku-
gel's pioneering. [J
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Cover of the Bi-Month
By Richard L. Beecher

The current one-cunce letter rate to Canada is 40¢. Two
stamps from the Great Americans Series can be used to pay this
rate: the 40¢ Gilbreth (an early issue still widely available) and
its replacement, the 40¢ Chennauit.

This flyer, mailed from Bingham, Maine, lo St. George, Qué-
bec, carries the reprinted Gilbreth with bull’s-eye perforations
and block tagging.

A little known regulation in the International Mail Manual, the
USPS bible that pertains to U.S. mail sent to foreign countries,

Update on orientation

forbids the mailing of unsealed flyers o Canada.

The six-line rubber stamp reads: “RETURN TO SENDER/
LETTERS AND PRINTED MATTER/ADDRESSED TO FOR-
EIGN COUNTRIES/MUST BE PLACED IN ENVELOPES/
OR: UNDER WRAPPERS/ SEE: IMM 224.4/244.417

[Editer’s note: We lried mailing 7PN to Canada the way we
mail it as bulk mail in the United States. We had to put it into 2
.sealed envelope.

{Mzny other publications apparently beat this regulation by us-
ing plastic wrap.]

of self-stick backings

. . 334-1 B V2222122 B
Jerry_Clarif has updated his findings on 33, B V2222221 B
the oriemation of the backing on self- 0347 A v222.7221 3
adhesive sheetlets, ATMs, and cails with 4344-3 B V3333333 B
the help of A.S. Cibulskas, Doug lams, ‘“‘“‘; - g Coll: V11111 B
and Joann Lenz. Coil; Ni ‘: B
Type A: Right side up, from UL te LR : No numbers A 2803a 29¢ Snowman ATM
Type B: Upside down, from LR to UL 1596a Dittler Bros. Vil Nooe
Type C: Right side up, from LL to UR Diiln A
Type D: Upside down, from UR to LL ggg; A.B  2480a 29¢ Pine Cone
2431a 25¢ Eagle Coil: No pumbers A zi;‘.’ é‘: "‘"g
Booklet A11111 C,D 2597a Slamp Venturers :
Cail - Sitt € 29¢ Love Sunrise
Coll: No numbers C
2475a 25¢ USA Flag ATM . B1lL-L B
No numbes -——sweesmemr—-emA from back 29¢ Christmas Train ATM Blll:3 o
vitm No writing 1114 o
2522a ‘F’ USA Flag ATM BI2L. °
No pumber wereesm—-—-~——-——-A from back 2478a 29¢ Red Squirrel ATM Bgé:i
DI1111 1) BH1E
A.D
2531b 29¢ Torch Lo 5 cColtBl A
Does not apply to any of the three printings. No D222 D
rizg © Shield D23133 D 29¢ Eagle
¢ Eagle and Shie M112 A
2¢95a BCA 24792 29¢ Rose ATM Coll: 111 A
111-2 AB Sl A
22221 A Coil: No nurnhers Please send your reports to Clark at
2222 aB  2802a 29¢ Holidays (4 designs) 424 Roosevelt St Midvale, UT 84047.
32332 A VI111-1111 B ” !
33331 B (Hi brite) vi-1222 B 3622. If you find a new p{atc number, a
33333 B V2222112 B photocopy would be appreciated.




Great Americans—New items

They're printing new Great Americans. [ try to have them in stock as soon as
they're out. This list includes new 20¢ Truman, 23¢ Cassatt, 52¢ Humphrey.

50¢ Nimitz, Plate 2, overall tagged. While they last, $17.50 per plate block.

My regular price list
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20¢ Gallaudet, Plate 9. While they last, $75 per plate block.
St Ouscriplin Snge InenBL " PO/é Y
-la bl
1844e I DBl 1 1001158 2000 40001y
1844 14 DuBE 10 LS 2500 3.0041)
2168 1€ Wachel EE 10 B0
1845 24 Srvieky Goseal 10 B34
Scane, prriion 2005, 8
Sarw, v Iog brek 10008
P lyon BE 10 B[
Same, pramam S5
1946 3¢ Cioy Comrel 10 A3
7 3¢ WhieBE 1% 0L
1847 d¢ Schue Comel 5 o 14 1501
Scame, vef 1ag brank 10,0011
2171 d¢ Aoragen BE 5 o)
21710 4¢ Flanagan UE 0 A0(1)
NEW ¢ Amagan LE 1o ]
1848 5 Buck Cotrol 15 B
Sams, wik aggng treck 31003
2172 5¢Black BE 15 M
2172 5¢BodBE A5 1.251%
Mot T wanted, pay &84 por blodk
272 5 Mue OF 15 7o 7500
Same, wih F 1.000¢0
A7 5 Mubee LE A3 70 750
1B & loenan B 15 & L0m e
1850 74 Boldwin BL . Lol 1.80(1) 450
1951 knaxQl x 1.203-8
1852 9% Thaywt B 25 2000 250 5.50(1)
1953 KRud@ i 12008 25001 7.0011
% 108 Rad Coud BE 0 881
2176a 104 Rad Goud OF k1] VRANT (1)
1 ade 106 wanted, pay 50.90 por blask
21760 108 Rad Cland FE 2 A5
1854 11¢ Pomidge OL 0 1.60{1-%
1955 134 Crazy Cowdd X .20, 3
Same, pramum 10013, 4)
1856 idelowBl il 100 3000 9,001
77 Vit Hows BE 3 12005 500101
N7 15¢ CocyBE ) 2067
N78  15¢ CodyBE »n 40000
Plabe 3 0E waniod, pay §2 por black, Mluie | BE wanied, pay $1 par black
2178a 154 Cody OF 5 350042, 3
Same, logged sehvage VISTIE,
Same, wih lnggig breok 50000 10.0013
1857 17¢ Corsen Coral kL3 285(14, 1314)
Scama, premaem 500 (15,16
Sane, wih ngging breok) 10.00(16)
R 174 lodwood 5 20010
A, premium 3500
1858 18% Mason Catvel 15 15004
1859 19¢ Saquoyoh Carel ) 300 et
1860 204 Bunche Colrel @ 350(1,258, 10/
Same, peemim 70003, 4 20004
Same, pramim 120011, 13
1861 20¢ Gaoloudet Carel 40 36N, 2 18.0017)
Sortw, pramim 120005, 6
Plales §, § wembed; pay 5000 por back
Some, remum 7500
Plaus 4, § wended; pay $37.50 por iadk
1962 0t wmon 8l ") 50001 M.00H) 13000
18620 204 un & & 29012
18626 20¢ fum OF Popar W 400U
1882 20% T QF Paper lin 40000
NEW  20¢ Tumon PE shiy 0 150 i
AN/ 24 CobentE 4o 1.2
1660 22¢ Audbon B 4 18500 5 .0{1)
18634 72¢ Auduben BE & 50019
2187 23¢ Conaa 5 300
82k 23¢ Consed OF 50 seefin
21826 23¢ Cawal CE 0 37510
218 23¢ Cassal FE 30 30009
NEW  73¢ Cassot P shiny %0 3000

Seait  Daseriplien Single Inaw: B "4 ni L]
o Pos M.
2183 25¢iondon i€ 50 1004
Piote 3 waried, puy $2.50 pas blade
2184 28¢ Siing Bl BE 0 1mm
21840 9% Wan FE & 100 200(51,52
21548 29¢ jeffencn A5 45008 250481,52
1864 304 lovboch A 75 5000) 10.00{1} 12.0001
18840 J0% louboch BF A5 5501
18840 20¢ Lovbach CE 400 75.001
1845 25¢ Drawe Corell 75 4501,
Some, prenam 12.000, 4
2185 35¢ Chovaz AL 0 150 150081, 52
1954 374 Millkan Cowel B0 4.50(14)
1867 39 Clark BL 80 4001159 160010 35.85 (1)
1867e 9% Cak BE 80 59007
1868 40¢ Gltroh B 95 751158 19.00{) 21900
184B0 404 Gikreh BE 95 5,501
2194 408 Chermoul CE 85 500 4.00011)
186 408 Chornod IE 2 4.0040
2190 454 Cushing BE 75 3500
Pose | OF worked, poy $1.50WF, $2.50¢
1969 508 Mimaz OL 1.00 11.25(1-4)
18P0 504 Himitz BE 100 4580, 2
1960 504 Nimiz OF 1.00 17,500
18604 50¢ Mimiz OF .00 7500 W0
Mats 3 OF wonted. pay $3.75 per blodk
NEW 504 Nimk FE by .00 00y
2190 52¢ Humpheey PE (o) lca 450 34511
NEW  S52¢HumphreyPE sy 100 450 3450, %
N8 56¢ Horvard 110 7.50100
2197 45 Andd BE 1.30 san
2097 75¢ Wik PE b} 1.00 700 550
NEW  75¢ Wilkia FE bhiny) o 700 55041
N $1Raed 1.95 14,0041
21944 $1 Hopkars BE 1.5 7o0(1|
21948b $1 Hopkirs OF 1.50 Foo
2194% 31 Fopbie PE phos, & 1,50 700(2
215440 $1 Hopkina PE, dhy 2.00 8.00(8
2195 §2Byan 90 2A.:17
219 §5HoeBE Q00 40,001
21%  $5Hote Pt 9.00 35.00(2)

The following are nat Greal American stemps, but you may net have tham.

18948 204 Fog &l Ddl B0 150003, 4)
1894 204 Fog BE Shiny B0 475023 905 180023
Shiny gum from Plates 3, 4 wanled §5 bor PS/8, $10 for PS/20,

Dull gurn from Piate 2 wenied. Pay $4 fer PS/6, $7.50 fer PS/20,

CIIE 45t longhey OF 30 15,00

Abbreviations used In deseriptions:

Tagging: BaBlock; O=Overall; PaPrephosphored; U=lntagged (or Untagged

selvage); TaTagged selvage

Parforations: L=L Perforator; E«Eureka bull’s eye; SE=Straight edge

I have a complete stock of ZIP and copyright blocks. All prices net. No

discaunts. Prices subject to change. Some quantities limited. | pay post

age on orders over 510, otherwise please add 52 cents.

1992 Lighthouse supplements

[ carry all Lighthouse products at a 15% dis-
count. Added 5% off for PNC? members. Cal} or
write for details.

STEPHEN G. ESRATI

P.0O. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120
Telephone: (216) 561-93%3 FAX: (216) 752-5002
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‘I say, Watson, this is a case of larceny.

[t just had o be a case of larceny.

Four commercial covers have turmed up
with machine-affixed 10¢ Tractor Trail-
er stamps, al! overprinted “Bulk Rate” in
red ink. All the stamps bear a piate num-
ber.

And all the stamps were addressed to
the same town, three of them to the same
street. The designations for the carrier
route—"CR" followed by two digits—are
a]] different.

That shows Sherlock Holmes that the
junk-mail covers were removed from the
mailstream by a clerk who was sorting the
mail to the various carrier routes.

The odd thing about the covers is that
none bears a bar code. If they had been
bar-coded, the sorting would have been
done by machine and the larceny could
not have happened.

Tractor Trailer stamps did not bear a
service endorsement, so mail using them
needed to be marked “First Class,” “Bulk
Mail,” or “Bulk Mail Carrier Route.”

‘When mailers complained of the extra
costs, the Postal Service belatedly ap-
proved the use of overprints.

UVMs hit $1,800 a set

Bill Lee of Norman, Okla, tumed
down an offer to buy a set of shiny-gum
UVMs from 1¢ to 18¢ for $1,60¢ But
Reobert V. Owens, also of Norman, sold
a set for $1,800. Face value of the sets
was $3.55.

What gave the shiny-gum low values
the speculative value was that by the ime
the shiny-gum stamps were distibuted
the machines were no longer supposed to
vend stamps under 19¢. But in Norman
postal employees, with the approval of
the postmaster, continued running low
values long after the cutoff, including the
sale of some to a Texas dealer.

The Norman Postal Mailing Center was
taken out in Octaber. The PMC in Oklaho-
ma City was removed Aug. 24.

$5 Harte found untagged

Dennis Chamberlain has saved 88 $5
Harte stamps from mail for the past 18
months. Of these, 56 were block-tagged,
30 were overall-tapped, and 2 were un-
tagged.

Back to the future
Ron Maifeld sent in a USPS receipt for
the purchase of a coil of 100 29¢ White

Tractor Trailer

Additionsl Presart 19303
PostagePsid

House stamps. The receipt says the
stamps were produced in 1994, but Mai-
feld bought them on Dec. 28, 1993. “T as-
sume,” he said, “that the Postal Service
was able to go into the future and print
these.”

Maifeld is the new editor of the Greater

.mfll(nmthutfllsmn..
“duam Gronthmerlass >

Cincinnati Philatelic Society’s newsletier,
Syncopated Perfs, and is writing the PNC
column for Janet Klug's Clermont Col-
lector, newsletter of the Clermont County
{Ohio) Stamp Club.

4

Willing 1o consult

In discussing the difficulty in oblaining
newly teissued stamps from the Philatelic
Fulfillment Service Center, Henry Kar-
en of Michael M. Karen, Inc., said the
Postal Service is a mess.

“If they paid me enough, I'd be willing
to go down there and consult. I'd soon
straighten them out,” he said.

‘And the winners are...'

Winners of major awards for PNC exhib-
its in 1993 have been compiled by Bill
McMurray. Thase winning golds or
firsts are:

Ron Hayes, Wiscopex and Danepex

David Updike, Wiscopex Youth

Joseph Agris, MD., ASDA Mega Event

Bill McMurray, ASDA Mega Event, Omahs, and
St. Louis

JefIrey L. Orren, Thamespex

Desn Hawk, Stark County (Canton, Chio)

Leonsed Pisziiewicz, Sunpex

Study Group adds members
Gerald Blankenship, who specializes
in PNCs on USPS souvenir pages; Robert
Washburn, a specialist on commercial
covers and earliest known usages, and
Joann Lenz, a specialist on the 17¢
Electric Auto, have all been invited (0
join the Plate Number Coil Study Group.
They are replacing Chamberlain, Ken
Lawrence, and David Barrie-
LaVergne, all of whom resigned.

TPN adds Clark

Gerald H. Clark has been named an
associate editor of this magazine. Jenry is
a member of the PNC Study Group and a
constant source of news about new plate
numbers, new developments in the Postal
Service, and (even though he rarely getsa
byline) is the originator of all manner of
stoties that appear in TPN.

Selig publishes prices

Veieran PNC dealer Cralg Selig has is-
sied a price list for PNCs after a long hia-
tus. Attached ta il is Selig’s comprehen-
sive offering of test coils and local
precancels by city.

3 different papers

John S. Shue has noticed that the un-
tagged paper on which the B press re-
printed the 1l¢ Omnibus from Plate 2
comes in three papers.

They vary from “dead” in long-wave UV
dark purpie to a light purple. They appear
similarly in filtered shott-wave UV. But
without the filter (which removes visible
Light and some long-wave UV) the two
dull papers look alike.

Not printed for DAY

When the 5¢ Circus Wagon with the
plate number “A3" was foiund to have
been printed with ink that flucresces red
in both loag- and short-wave UV, it was
quickly assumed by some PNCers that the
stagnp had been printed for the DAV (o
serve as the tagged stamps the organiza-
tion needs on its return envelopes.

The reason for the change of ink was
still unexplained as this issue went to
press, but Rick Arvonio of Stamp Acqui-
sition said it definitely had not been pro-
duced to meet the needs of the DAY.
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Tagging, plate numbers, and perforation varieties of Great Americans Series
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Coils of 30,000 coming from BEP

By Stephen G. Esrati

The Burean of Engraving and Printing
will be asked to print coils of 30,000,
Rick Arvonio, manager of stamp acquisi-
tion said at a seminar USFS called for phit-
atelic writers.

The meeting, promised last August by
Azeezaly Jaffer, was intended to ease
some of the tensions between the Postal
Service and the stamp press.

This report deals only with the areas of
interest to the readers of TPN, not those
dealing with such dramatic issues as the
recall of the Legends of the West, early
releases. or the need to win a new genera-
tion to stamp coilecting.

Arvonio said the interagency agreement
between the Postal Service and BEP is be-
ing renegotated to allow BEP to print
coils larger than the 3,000 it is allowed
under the current agreement.

The need to do this followed from an-
ather thing Arvonio said: From now on it
will be the aim of the Postal Service to
have only one printer print a stamg, not
several of them as on the 10¢ Eagle and
Shield and the 23¢ USA Flag.

Among new developments Arvonio out-
lined were elliptical perforations, micro-
perforations, linerless self-adhesive coils
for bulk mailers, and increased use of mi-
croprinting.

Microprinting is employed in large part
to prevent the pholocopying of stamps.
Copiers are unable to pick up the tiny
print.

But in response to a question, Arvonio
conceded that postal employees would
not get oul magnifiers (o check on the mi-
croprinting. He said most forgeries would
continue to be detected by the facer-
canceler because they lack tagping.

Which made a writer comment: “So tag-
ging is stll you prime security device.”

Arvonio agreed.

Arvonio said there might be exceptions
to the one-printer/one-stamp idea, among
them being the printer’s ability to fulfill
the contract as limited by press capacity.

Another new idea Arvonic foresaw was
channel perforations on self adhesives.
These would permit the easy separation
of just one stamp, backing and all.

Plate-activity reports

No result was promised after a lengthy
discussion about the discontinuance of
plate-activity reports.

[For the record, I said nothing about this
issue, allowing cthers to carry the ball

The reason I was silent was because it
had become commonplace for postal offi-
cials to assert that only a handful of col-
lectors wanted the reports.]

George Griffenhagen, edilor of Topical
Tine, challenged the assertion that the re-
ports were too costly for the Postal Ser-
vice by reading a few lines from the
Stamps etc. catalog showing that the Posl-
al Service sells plate numbers and profits
from plate numbers.

John Hotchner, who writes for just
about all stamp publications, challenged
the assertion that the Postal Service could
not justify the cost of preparing the re-
poris.

“You are cutting your own self-
interest,” he said. “You encourage people
to collect plate numbers.”

Charles Peterson. president of Writers’
Unit 30 of the aPs, pointed out that plac-
ing plate numbers on coil stamps raised
the retained number of stamps from a pair
to 2 strip of five. Charles Yeager, Wash-
ington correspondent for Linn's, quickly
added that on a stamp such as the 22¢
Flag, collectors want 22 strips of five
rather than one numberless pair.

Gary GrifTith, former editor of the U.8.
Specialist, also knocked down the theory
that only a few collectors want the data.
His magazine, he zaid, has been printing
the reports for 50 years and is the recog-
nized depository for such information, the
place where collectars go to obtain plate-
activity data.

Richard Nazar, editor of The Plate Num-
ber Coil Catalog, handed Jaffer a work-
ing proof of the next catalog (complete
except for the Transportation Series) to il-
lustrate what information is needed by
collectors,

Stamp Distribution

In the past, printers were able to ship
stamps directly to the SDOs and 330 large
offices {called associate offices). Because
printers got paid when they shipped, they
were eager to ship as soon as possible.

But this led in part to the many recent
early releases and Washington’s inability
to control release dates as strictly as it
wanted.

“We've changed that,” Spates said. All
shipmenls now must go the SDOs and they
have to hold them until they get the “go”
signal from us.

As in the past, some offices will still be
able to order directly from BEP, but not
from the private printers.

Spates was proud of something else,
100 “We've legalized inter-office sales.”

Whal he meant was that it is now legal
for a post office Iacking stamps to obtain
them directly from an office that has
them. In the past, the stamps were sup-
posed to go to an SDO first.

Problems of distribution plagued the
10¢ Eagle and Shields, bringing this prob-
lem to the anention of the new team that
took over after Postmaster General Mar-
vin Runyon ordered staff reductions and
lost a large part of his adounistrative ex-
pertise.

Information from ...

When I praised Michael Spales, manag-
er of the Stamp Acquisition and Distribu-
tion Branch (SADB), for the fine publica-
tion put out by his office, he was stuck
dumb, never having heard of Information
Jrom....
It turns out that the publication is in-
lended to assist the ever-decreasing num-
ber of Stamp Distribution Offices (SDOs) ,
down to 130 now from 150 last year. In-
side SADB it is referred to as the “non-
newsletter newsletier.”

Other writers, hearing my praise for it,
asked for a wider distribution.

Where, when, and how

The writers paid their own way fo
Washington (except for the stalf of Amos
Press and Novus Debut, who had their ex-
penses reimbursed) and paid for their own
accommodations.

The Postal Service Ireated to a supper al
Red, While & Blue in Arlington on Sun-
day, Feb. 13. The meeting began at the
L’Enfant Plaza Hotel, across the street
from Postal Headguarters, at 8:30 the next
morming. Breakfast and lunch were pro-
vided.

In all, about 25 writers attended, with
one coming from Fort Myers, Fla., by
train,

From the Postal Service side, almost the
enlire executive levei on the stamp side
was in attendance all day, including all
the staffers of the Corporate Relations
Department.

Ken Lawrence was unable to attend,
stopped by snow and an ice storm. Dr.
Rabert Rabinowitz, decided at the last
minute that he would not attend.

That left Nazar and me to represent the
PNC waorld. But other writers staunchly
backed our position on plate-activity re-
ports.
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What USPS is saying about new stamps

{All text from USPS. TPN additions in brackets)

New stamps send & little Jove

WASHINGTON (Dec. 21)}-The 29¢
seli-adhesive Love stamp will be issued
in Loveland, Ohio, on Jan. 27, just in
tirne for Valeotine's Drey. A public first-
day ceremony will be held that day in
Loveland.
Technical details

[Tt Postal Service has confirmed that
tha following information alao applies 1o
coil slamps. But contrary to thal assu-
rance, (he Love coils found by the PNC
Study Group bear anly the plate number

A

Bl in green from the intagiio plate, |
Lsmeez 29¢ Love Sell-Adhesive.
Format: [Coils}
Issue dale: Jan, 27, 1994
Flrst-day city: Loveland, Ohia
Printer: Banknaote Corp. of America
Printing process:  Olfsetfintaglio
Caolors: Blue, yeliow, red (offset) and green (intaglic)
Size:
Overall 0.87x0.952 inches; 22.1X24.9mm
Image 0.72x0.83 inches; 18.0%20.8mm
Plate numbers: B followed by four digits [untrue for coils. see
:g;\'% The piate number is found above the “9" of
[Piste number interval: 18}
[Backing: “DO NOT WET™ right side up, NW ta 5E)
[Scott Cutalogue: UNKNOWN]
[PNC Catalog : SANL-BI]
Eagle self-adhesive stamp

WASHINGTON (Jan. 4)—A bold
new Eagle design is [eatured on a self-
adhesi ve stamp being issued Feb, 4,

“Sell-mdhesive stamps are here 1o
stay,” said Rick Asrvonio, manager,
stamp acquisition. whose office has seen
a strong increase in public sales and de~
mand for lick-free, lear-free stamps.

“The public has been asking for them
for years, and we are pleasad that tech-
nology has gotten to the point where
self-spdhesive stamps are a significant
part of the U.S. stamp program,” added
Arvonio.

There are currentiy [ive different self-
adhesive stamp designs on the market: Eagle and Shield; Rose; Pine Cone; Red
Squirrel, and Christmas, Other seif-adhesives schieduied for rstease in 1994 in-
clude 8 Love stamp on Jan. 27, and Statue of Liberty and Christmas stamps later
in the year.

The first self-adhesive U.S. poslage stamp was reieased in 1974 {Scott 1552,
the seli-destroying Chiristmas “precancel”}, but these “stamps of the fulure” were
oot technologically sfficient to produce. The next scif-adhesive stamp to receive
naljiopwide distribution to post offices was the Eagle and Shieid [Scott 198%,
which was first issued Nov. 10, 1989, for use in 15 test cities and was also izsted
in coil gtrips of 18], which went on sale in 1992,

The new 29¢ Eagle will be issued at a public ceremony in Sarasota, Fla., cn
Feb. 4 in conjunction with the Sarasota National Stamp Ezhibition and the Amer-
ican Philatelic Society spring meeting. The stamp will be dedicated by Azeezaly
S. Jaffer, manager, stamp services, Jalfer has mapagerial respocsibility for all
stamp-reiated functions of the Postal Service,

Technical details
[The Postal Service has confirmed that the {ollowing information also applies
to coii stamnps. |

Tasuoe: 29¢ Bagie

Format: Coil, s0ld in sttips of 18 stamps. Coil strips are
available by mail order from the Philatelic Fulfill-
ment Service Center,

Issus date: Feb. 4, 1994

First-day eity: Sarssota, Fla.
Printer: 3M (contractor); National Label Co. {printer)
Printing process:  Gravure
Colors: Red (FMS 485}, puny (PMS 453), and blue (PMS
286)
Size:
Overali 0.87%0.98 inches: 22.1%24.9mm
Image .73%0.82 inches; 18.5%20.8mm
Plats numhers: Three single digits preceded by the leder “M.” The
plate mumber appears once every 18 stamps. [The
plata mumbers have no prefix cn stamps seen by the
PNC Study Group.
Liem numbers: Coil strip of 18: (Ttem No.] 6697M, cost is 35.22
[Plate number intervei: 18]
[Backing: “DO NOT WET™ right side up, NW to SE)

[Scott Catalogue: UNKNOWN]
[PNC Catalog :

SANE-111]

Second version of Postage and Malling Center
stamp to be issued Feb. 19

WASHINGTON (Jan. 21)—The first day of sales lor the Unisys-version Post-
age and Mailing Ceoter (PMC) stamp will be Feb. 19. The stamp will go on sale
at the Merilield, Va., post office at 6 a.m. that day, and will be available [rom
PMC machines in five ather Northern Virginia locations beginning Feb. 21 at 9
a.m. There will be no first-day-ol-issue ceremony.

A PMC is a vending machine that weights an item, determines the postage nec-
essary for the desired class of service, and prints a stamp with the appropriate
amount of postage from 19¢ up to a maximum of $99.99. Postal Service Lesting
of the machines began in 1992 with & version of the equipmeat that was manu-
factured by ECA GARD. The ECA GARD machines remain in operation in sev-
eral locations around the counlry.

The new Unizys machines perform the same functions as those produced by
ECA GARD; however, the stamps printed by each manufscourer 's equipment are
easily distinguighable. The stamp from the Unisys machins hag a horizontal or-
ientation {perforaticns on cach side}, while the slamp produced by the ECA
GARD PMC is venlical (perforations top and botiom). Both stampz feamre a
shield with a flag bunting on it. American Bank Note Co. produced the stamps
for the Unisye PMC. Subcontractor Guilford Gravure did the peinting.

The oifices which will be lesting the machines include: Merrifleld branch,
3409 Lee Hwy., Mermilield, Va. 22116-9998; Herndon post office, 590 Grove

I Counting numbers found on Eagles I

I Some rolls of the Eagle self-adhesive stamp have counting I
numbers on the backing, Al Haake of the PNC Study Group
has found.
l The numbers do not appear oh every roll. I
Where found, they were near the top of the backing, with
l the tops of the numbers cut off. They were spaced 18 stamps l
apart, just like the plate numbers, and appear accross several
stamps, starting with the second stamp to the right of the
plate number (2R) and continuing to the fourth (4&). Haake
I said he would sefl them as strips of eight or nine.
The numbers look like this:
l 00040143 361 16:16 I
The eight-digit number goes up by one across the web. The

uther numbers remain the same.

-----------J



St., Hemdom, Va, 22070-9998; West
Meclesn branch, 1544 Springhill Rd.,
Mclean, Va. 22304-9998; Trade Cen-
ter station, 300 S. Pickeit §t., Alexan-
dria, Va. 22304-9908; Manassss post
office, 8801 Sudiey Rd., Manassas, Va.
22110-9998, and Woodbridge post of-
fice, 1300 Reddy Dr., Woodbridge, Ya.
221919998,

Collectors who desire  information
aboul the avaiishility of the Unizys
PMC tmachines may phope the Postal
Answer Line ot (703) 698-6360. Callers
should request metsage oumber 810 o
the prompe.

Customers who do nct have sccess to
a test site may purchase Unisys-version
PMC stamps with a 29¢ denomination,
in any gquentity, Itemn Number 7765,
from the Philatelic Fulfiliment Servico Center, PO. Box 449997, Kansas City,
Mo. §4144-9597. The usual 510 minimum and 50¢ handling fee apply. Post of-
fices with PMCs will not accept mail arders of PMC slamps.

Technical details

> 289 =%wasaaa=d

Not » photograph. Numbers not
certain,

Issue: PMC (Postage and Mailing Center) Stamp [These
stammpx are called Universal Vending Machine
(UVM) coiis by TPN, based on the original nomen-
clanire used on the printing contract with BEP]
Denomination: Variable rate
Fortnat: Cail {polls of 3,000 stamps}
Tasue dute: Feb. 19, 1994
First-day clty: Merrifield, Va.
Printer: Guilford Gravure
(American Bank Note Co., contracior)
Printing process:  Gravure
[Press: Andreotti}
Colors: Red and blue
Sixze:
Gverall 0.87%0.95 jaches/221.1X24.4mm
Imuge 0.71%0.82 inches/1 8.0%20.8mm
Plats numbers: Two single digits, preceded by the letter “A”
Plals pumber appears every 24 stampe
Ttemn Number: 9356

[The item oumber oo the oid ECA-GARD UVMs have beea changed. liem
7165, asingle, has become 9344, 7766, a strip of 30 including one piate number,
fuak been changed 1o 9345.]

[Scott Catalogue:  UNKNOWN]

[PNC Catalog : M29UVM-AXX |

Information from...
Stamp Acquisition and Distribution
January stamp issues
Love Sunrise Tan, 27 Loveland, OH
(Self-adhexive convertible booklet) Hem 6604
[Stampa etc. gives the ltem Number of the coils as 6604N]
February stamp issues

Eagle Feb. 4 Sarasota. FL

(Self-adhesive convertible bookiet) ltem 6637

[Stamps #tc. gives the Item Number of the coiis as 6697M]
March stamp issnes

[No coils or Great Americans)

Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP)

Deliveries arc continuing 1o occur on the foliowing starm issues in AP 6 [Ac-
counting periad 5, or, roughly, March]

* Coils

3¢ Conestoga Wagon (Item 7763)

This eoil was originally scheduled for A/P 4 [or, roughly, Jarmary), but BEP
had a delay. The new schedided delivery date is A/P 6.

[TPN Note: This is probably going to show the plate pumber 3 and have a
plate-number interval of 48 from a C Press printing]

5¢ Canoe—Precanceled coil (Item 7906)

29¢ Flag/White Houge-.500 (Item 7923)

American Bank Note Co. (ABN)
S¢ Circus Wagon coils of 10,000 stamps (Item 7932)
{TPN Naote: This is probably the recently found A3 starapi
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New PNCs

FI9WH-14—Plate 14 of the 29¢ Flag over the While House. Dec. 23. (Dr.
Rabinowitz)

Mi8-22221phos—Tagged errors of BEP's version of the 10¢ undenominated
Eagle and Shield with the numbers 22221. Dec. 16. This stamp's weak tagging
can be secn only with a filtered shortwave UV Inmp such s the Scott or Light-
house. (Cuniberti)

M16-22221—BEF's version of the 10¢ undenominated Eagle and Shield with
ge 1:.;1::!:«: 12222, Jan. 11. (Richard Cook, philstelic cleri, Salt Lake City, via

o]

MI18-A1110111818—ABN's vermion of the 10¢ undenominated Eagle and
Shield with the sumbers Ai110111010. Feb. 8. (Dr. Rabinowitz)

MI8-A7766—The 19¢ Fishing Bost with the numbers A7766. Dec 21.
(Hralen)

SAZIL-B1-The 29¢ seif-adhesive Love Sunrise stamp. Plate-number interval
of 18. Issued Jan. 27 at Laveiand, Ohio.

SA29E.111—The 29¢ Eagle self-adhesive coil. Plate-gumber interval of 18.
Ismaed Feb. 4 at Sarasota, Fla.

TLC)3—Plate 3 of the 1¢ Omnibua, printad on the C Press. Interval between
plate numbers is 43, Untagged. Ali plate numbers appesar damaged in some rows,
although pormal plate numbers have been found. The damape consists either of 2
broken purple number or a white pumber contained in a purple blob. About Jan.
7. (Haake from Philatelic Fulfiliment Service Center).

T2AC)l—Plate 2 of the 2¢ Locomotive, printed on the C Press. Interval be-
twoen plats aumbers is 43. Untagged. About Jan. 7. (Haake from Philatelic Ful-
filimam Service Cenler).

TS5CW-A3—Plate 3 of the gravured 5¢ Circus Wagon, printed by American
Bank Note, Jan. 19. This is a face-different stamp from previous gravured 5¢ Cir-
cus Wagons because the ink is phosphorescent. (Dr. Rabinawitz)

New Great Americans

23¢ Cassati—Plate 3. confirmed as being on embedded-phosphor (mattled)
paper. Shiny gum, Found in November by Henry Karen Shipped by Philatelic
Fuifillment Service Center as Item 51043 in January 1954,

38¢ Laubach—Plate | (vsually overall tagged, L Perforstor, I-8 press). Un-
tagged (czror) pane. (Dave Kzplan)

ADLETS

Classifiad ads are 15 cents a ward. There is no charge for
ur address. Membars of PNC3 are sntitied 1a one fres
S-word adler sach year.

WANTED PS 18s: Regular Perfed XF-S, impert, mispert, miscut. John Tison (PNC3
473, APS, ASDA), PO Box 8755, Nawport Beach CA 92658, 1-800-854-4487. (6-04)

HOPKINS YARIETIES: Blocks of 10 from Stora of Futura in osiginal wrapper with varl-
ous constant plate varieties. Write lor detaiis. Mike Keller, 201 Freenan St., Brook-
tyn, NY 11222, (PNC3) (2-34)

UNTAGGED RED CLOUD, $10 per stamp; 30¢ Laubach, overall tagged, $5 per stamp,
Plate blocks POR, Largar entitias pro- rated. Kan Moreay, 402 Garonation Dr., Frank-
lirs, MA 02038.{PNC3) (2-94)

LITTERBUG LUNCH WAGDN: Blab left of wagon on mymberad stamp, PS/, VF, $10.
Esratl, POB 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (2-94)

JOIN PNE3 For dotwils, write Joann Lenz, 37211 Alpsr Dr., Sterling His. M| 48312-
2203, (2-94)

GET EVERY NUMBER—Subscribe to my PNC new-ssues ssrvice. $25 depoall,
please. | atso have a subscription servica for Housa of Farnam, ArtCraft, and Artmas-
ter FDCs. Esrati, POS 20130, Shaker Helights, OH 44120, (2-94)

SAVE ON POSTAGE: Scrap trom PNCs and Great Amaricans at 95% if you ordar at

loast $100 worth, All the first-class rates, 19¢, 23¢, 25¢. Esrati, POB 20130, Shaker
Heights, QH 44120, (2-04)

WANTED: Piate biccks of 20¢ Galllaudat, Plates 3 and 9. Pay $35. Pla® blocks of
25¢ Londen, Piam 2. Pay $5Also plats blocks ol 20 of 20¢ Flag with shiny gum,
Maka an offes. Greats, P08 20130, Shaker Haights, OH 44120, (2-84)
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Stamps etc. gives expanded treatment to coils, brushes off Great Americans

The January-March issue of Stamps
ete., which amrived in February, has a spe-
cial section on coil stamps. The catalog
says il will offer an “expanded listing” of
one kind of stamp in each issue.

According to an explanatory note, “This
catalog issue details all available coll
stamps, including some from previous
years.” How often the expanded coil sec-
tion will appear is left unsaid, but i1 will
probably be ance a year.

Let us first examine the stamps that are
presented in the catalog as coils.

The 29¢ Love and 2% Eagle self-
adhesive stamps are shown without plate
numbers and no plate-numbered strips are
listed. Both are offered as strips of 18,
which means that each strip of 18 will in-
clude a plate number because the interval
between plate numbers is 18.

In the previous edidon, the 29¢ Pine
Cone, also in strips of 18, was described
as “Strip of 18 (included plate number).”
It is too bad that such valnable informa-
tion has been dropped.

The illustrations for the Love and Eagle
strips are not based on actual stamps but
on the artist's models. But if the stamps
turn out to be like the illustrations, the

Stephen G. Esrati
P. Q. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Correction
Requestad

IF BOX IS CHECKED
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
HAS EXPIRED

“DO NOT WET” text on the backing runs
right side up from NW to SE on the Love
(it does an stamps seen by the PNC Study
Group) and from SE to NW npside down
on the Eagle.

Things get stickier with the 23¢ Lunch
Wagon, which is Listed as a C Press ilem
in coils of 100, 500, and 1,000 as Items 7913,
7914, and 7915. Item 67913, the shiny-gum,
embedded (mottled) tagging version, got
lost.

The regular coil listings also list the 10¢
Eagle and Shield {all three versions); the
new 1¢ Omnibus off the C Press (Items
57705 for a stip of 49, 57704 for a coil of
500, and 57705 for & coit of 3.000. The item
number for a roll of 3000 and for a aum-
bered strip of 49 are the same}; 2¢ Loco-
motive off the C Press (liem 57730 for a
strip of 49 or a roll of 3.000), and several
old coils: B Press 1¢, 2¢, 3¢ (Conestoga},
4¢ (Steam Carriage), and 5¢ Circus Wag-
on.

Also listed are the 5¢ Canoe, the ECA-
GARD machine coil. the B and C Press
versions of the 10¢ Canal Boat, the 10¢
Tractor Trailer, 15¢ Tugboat, 19¢ Fishing
Boat, 23¢ USA Flag (3 versions), the rou-
letted and perforated 29¢ Flower, intaglio

and gravured Mt. Rushmores, $1 Sea-
plane, and strips of 12 of the self-stick
Christmas coil.

The only $1 Seaplane listed is the one
printed on the B Press in 1990, although
the illustration clearly shows the plate
number 3. Plate 3 stamps were printed on
the C Press.

Those are all the coils listed in the cata-
log. No coils are scheduled for withdraw-
al from sale and no coils listed in the July
issue have been dropped from sale.

The lising of the Great Americans
leaves much to be desired. Only five val-
ueg are given regular listings (29¢, 52¢,
75¢ in both versions, $1, and $5). All oth-
ers are listed on the back of the order
blank. The Postal Service notes that col-
lectors wanting to save the supplemental
list should photocopy it.

Because Stamps eic.is almost invariably
late, when one calls the Philatelic Fulfill-
tnent Service Center one must always
make sure to ask whether any later stamps
have been added since the most recent
catalog was sent lo the printer.

Fortunately, some PNCers like Richard
Beecher do that regularly to make sure all
of us are kept up to date,
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