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E&S total hits 42 different A numbers

By Stephen G. Esrati

Now that the American Bank Note Co.
is no longer producing Eagle and Shield
siamps, it is tme to take a closer look at
what has become the PNC with the largest
number of plate-number combinations.

Including stamps with numbers we have
been told about but have not yet found,
ABN produced 42 different sets of aum-
bers. In addition, BEP has produced three
combinations and Stamp Venturers one.
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BAND TAGGING—Ken Lawrence
finds a new tagging type {untagged
is shaded), but it's only from worn-
oul mats in which the harizontal
parts cf the block tagging have warn
out, except for a tiny remnant above
Carlson’s head. See Page 57.

Plate-ly-plate E&S analysis

Pages 61-62

Based on the printing totals provided o
TPN by ABN, the rarest plate-number
combination is A12113, a number that has
never been found by collectors, mint or
used. But we have production totals only
for the first 23 combinations printed (see

Page 63 in this issue of TPN).

Information about the other combina-
tions exists, but we cannot get it because
of the infamous (but supposedly nonexis-
tent) gag rule placed on the printers by
the Postal Service.

Whalt's more, although former Assistant
Postmaster General Gordon Morison took
great pains at STaMpsHOW '91 to gather
the wants of PNC collectors as to what
Please tum to Page 60

Aborted rate-change stamps
revealed in quest for data

By Alan M. Malakoff

A 30¢ Pumpkinseed Sunfish coil and
more details on the “G™ stamp have come
1o light recently in the ongoing quest for
more information from the Postal Service.

The Sunfish stamp, eventually released
as a 45¢ sheet stamp definitive, was origi-
nally going to be a 30¢ coil. Back in
1991, when rates went to 29¢, there was a
big UsPS push for a 30¢ rate, which was
denied by the Postal Rate Commissicn.

In anticipation of that rate, however,
Uses isswed the 30g Cardinal sheet
definitive stamp and left the 1991 Chnist-
mas stamps undenominated.

USPS, however, also prepared orders and
artwork for 30¢ coils and booklets. In-

cluded were a 30¢
Sunfish coil and at

least three new
booklets, one with
a cardinal, one

with a wood duck,
and one of a flag

with Olympic rings. On the coil, Stamp
Venturers was to print rolls of 100 and
American Bank Note Co. the larger rolls.

When the Postal Rate Commission de-
nied the 30¢ rate in November 1991, USPS
canceled these orders.

Despile USPS’s denial of the exisience
of a Wildlife Series, 31 and $5 Wildlife
sheet definitives were also designed and
Please tum to Page 54

LT RN T 7 — 54
5¢ Circus Wagon ......... 56
15¢ CodY cmrnmrmmrrsrncr s 57
22¢ Flag .vsisinirisnn s 33
29¢ Unisys UVM veeren.. 54,55
AQIELS s reereraviensearnee 67
Allthe news ..eveereene &7
Cover of the Bi-Month . 53
Data bank .....cumvina . 54, 62

IN THIS ISSUE

USPS issuing gravured 10¢ Tractor Trailer, Page €4.
Self-adhesives gaining popularity, Page 68.

DAV mailings e 36
} o 1-':7 J—— 52
Self-adhesives ... 5170
Tugping .ocvreee 56
TEN Average ... . 52
[ £1:7: 7/1 £ — S (14
Varletles .oervvovnseonne o 53

Paid circulation this issue: 450




E The Piate Number, May 1994

LOTS OF PROMISES

There was a long discussion at the writers’ summit at
the Loew's L’Enfant Plaza Hotel about the right of writ-
ers to call seamp princers directly.

“Oh, we don't have any objection to your doing that,”
said Michael Spates, who is in charge of the Stamp Ac-
quisition and Distribution Branch, “as long as you do not
release proprictary informarion and as long it doesn’t in-
volve stamps we have not announced.”

That seems pretry clear. The writers offered 1o set up a
group together with the L’Enfant Plaza Platoon to screen
the informarion and then make it public. They offered to
run it all through the Corporate Relations Department.

Bur shortly after the meeting—afier the writers had
been assured several times that there was no gag rule on
the printers and that writers were free o call the printers
to ask for information—Richard Nazar called American
Bank Note to ask about quantities printed of ABN's re-
cent stamp production.

Kelly Keough of ABN was helpful and pleasant, but she
said she could not give him the information. Nazar rold
her that the “gag rule” was a thing of the past, bur she said
she would provide the information to UsPs, which would
pass it on to Nazar,

So Nazar called Robin Minard of Usrs. She was helpful
and pleasant, bur said she would scon put out a broadcast
message with the information Nazar wanted. Nazar held
his breath. He waited. And then the broadcast message
buzzed over the fax machincs of philatelic writers.

If you will have a glance at Dara Bank in this issue, you
will quickly see that the broadcasce message of March 4
was next to uscless. We were, it is tne, wld about many
plate numbers printed by ABN, including some not yet
found by Dr. Robert Rabinowiz (who had found several
even before they were announced). Bur whar good was it
to be told that ABN had printed coils of the Eagle and
Shield using plate numbers made up of the numbers 0, 1,
and 27

Actually, these were 10s, 11s, and 125, Bur the exaceness,
the clarity, the precision of that report proves something.
The folks at usPs still don't understand the questions be-
ing asked by the philatelic press. Thus, answers like “0, 1,
and 2" may appear good cnough to them, but they're use-
less to philately. (We were later given actuai numbers.)

TPN complained to Azeezaly Jaffer who said he would
straighten things out.

“I have tried to work inside the system,” he said, “but
the system docsn't scem to work. Maybe it's time to
change the system.”

Later, he said writers would be asked to list the 15
things they necded to know about every new stamp and
hinted that plate-activity reports would be resumed.

Letters to the editor
All letters are weicome. TPN reserves the right to edit and condense let-
ters, 1o print therm as bylined articles, or W reject them. For the sake of efh-
ciency, readers are urged 1o write 1o P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH
44120. TPN wilt forward letters to the proper authorities for replies. Un-
signed replies are by Steve Esrati.
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He was asked specifically about the 30¢ Pumpkinsecd
Sunfish coil stamp, the 27¢ Swan coil stamp, and about
the new-and-improved 10¢ Tracror Trailer stamp that is
1o be released in May.

These arc things we would have lcarned about in plate-
activity reports, if we would have seen them. Now, we are
flying blind and depending on crumbs off the L Enfant
Plaza Platoon’s table.

The Tractor Trailer is the worst case of all. Here is a
failed stamp that mailers hated and that was replaced by
the most successful PNC stamp ever, the 10¢ Eagle and
Shield. Is it coming out because American Bank Note is
out of the picture and can supply no more Eagle and
Shields? Or has the inscripdon been changed w©w meet
mailer needs? T he answer, we are told, is: No!

When the information emanated from L Enfant Plaza.
there was no technical detail, no picture, no hint of what
would be different except the plate number.

Surcly they arenit reissuing a failed stamp! #

THE FUTURE OF TPN

There was a stamp show in Cleveland from March 18
through the 20th. I got so tired on the first two days, |
did not go back on Sunday. I went running, instead. But
the run was no good and I couldn’t finish. I went home
and soon called 911 because of chest pains.

After a triple bypass operation a few days later, I tried
to figure out how to keep 7PN going on the exact sched-
ule of taking it w the printer on the 15th of evenr
numbered months. The fact is, I cannot. [ shall, therefare,
make an cffort to publish six issucs a year, but | can no
longer guarantee it.

All subscribers will have their subscriptions automati-
cally extended in the event issues arc skipped, or, if worst
comes to worst, will receive rebates of the remainder of
their subscriptions.

[ shall make every effort to keep 7PN going, but exer-

cise and rclaxation now arc more pressing needs.

Steve Eanall



LETTERS: o

If Robert Kugel is annoyed with me, it must be because
you have misled him. My article in Linns repeated what
[ have told you many times during the past two years, in-
cluding the technique of identificarion. You refused to be-
lieve it when [ first reported it, refused again when 1 re-
ferred you to Charlie Yeager’s article, and refused yet
again when Kugel wrote. 1t is likely thar whoever sold the
variety to Kugel relied either on Yeager's description or
mine of its existence. It wasn't [ who reinvented any
wheels.

I had been compiling a Great Americans checklist be-
fore you branched out into this field, as I conducred the
original research for my article that appeared in the
April 1993 issue of The American Philateliss. When you
published your first set of Grear Americans data, it was
riddled wich mistakes. Against my better judgment, I
sent you my checklist, with your promise that it would
be used only to correct your list, which ar that time was
limited to varieties, Instead, you appropriated the whole
thing, and immediately added the full list of Great
Americans stamps to your chare.

However, you rejected my listing of che prephosphored
15¢ Cody—first, I think, because you had not seen it, lat-
er relying on Wayne Youngblood's statement, and even
later sourced to the Burcau. | knew my information was
correct because Charlie Yeager and I had bought our
stamps when they first came out, and I included the pre-
phosphored variety in my American Philatelist article.
When Wayne Youngblood was here at State College in
June (he and I both were faculty for the APS Summer
Seminar}, | showed him my block, using the technique
described in Linn’s, and he agreed it was prephosphored.
That was before you published Kugel's “pioneering” let-
ter and your attack on it, but it was your continuing refu-
sal to accept our proof that prompted me o send the arti-
cle to Linnswith that as irs focus.

Since you were aware of all this, you could have in-
formed Kugel that I did not extract anyching from him,
and that his rescarch method was not original. You know
quite well thar I acknowledge all my sources. Instead,
you deflected his unhappiness toward me, and yer you still
refuse o admit the variety exists, as the chart on Page 42
shows. (It also omits the untagged $5 Harte that you re-
ported elsewhere in the same issue, and possibly other
new data.)

For the record, the technique of examining stamps under
a microscope with ultraviolet iilumination has been a
standard method of expertizing since the first brochure
was issued by the Philatelic Foundation in 1945 {(which
also boasted of an infrared comparison microscope), if
not even earlicr. It is one of the first lessons for new ex-
pertizers. If I had not been quarreling with you about the
Cody variery, | would have used the 23¢ Cassatt varie-
tics as the examples to illustrate the method, as a seg-

blame Steve Esrati

49

The Plate Number, May 1994

Pedro’s World of PNCs

by Pedro Ortegon, M.D.
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And now, the Daily Double, Mr. Cuniberti! A chance to
win $2.000! The answer i "It can be vagged, surface-

embedded, sometimes looks mottled but all can be errors”
Good luck, Kim!

ment of my Linn’s series on modern specialized coliect-
ing. 1 first recommended that method to you, when you
were having difficulty separating the overall tagged and
prephosphored Cassare stamps thar lacked selvage, as
more rcliable than the dark-room reference comparison
you had been doing.

Ken Lawrence

State College, Pa.

In reply (By Steve Esrati): Ken's letter accuses me of ap-
propriating his checklist. In fact, his chronological meth-
od as opposed to my method of doing everything by de-
nomination {as [ did in the PNC Cazalog and in the
sumnmary of data on the Great Americans) precluded my
use of his checklist. The charts that appear in 7PN arc not
related to Ken's checklist. Still, the acknowledgments in
the summary incdluded Ken.

“Riddled with mistakes” is a bit strong. When I began
to work on Great Americans, the only source available
was the onc done by Wayne Youngblood for Linn’s World
Stamp Aimanac, It was incomplete, at best. [ was unable
to fnd any available listing in which one could find
everything that existed in the Great Americans Series. So
[ made up the charts, first the varieties and then the addi-
tional one for the rest of the series. 1 gave acknowledp-
ment to Wayne's original work {(and had permission to
adapr i) but went on independently from there. I ac-
knowledge thar it was not perfect at first and admit that
it had ta be tinkered with. It probably isn't petfect yet.

The prephosphored Cody and the untagged Harte did
not make the March issuc for a simple reason: The uses
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writers' summit took place on Feb. 14. 1 usualiy take
TPN to the printer on the 15th of the month before the
cover date. Because of terrible weather and poor driving
conditions, I got back to Cleveiand late on the 15th and
TPN was a day late, Those omissions were mistakes.
There were many others. There ain’t no such thing as an
errorless publication, but this one had to be rushed, wo.

As to my refusal to admir that the prephosphored Cody
exists, please check the headline on Page 38: “Yes, Vir-
ginia, there is a phosphored Cody.”

As to the method of detecting whether the ragging is
aver or under the ink, I tried that, we. I thought [ had
found some prephosphored Codys. I sent them 10 Wayne.
“Oiverall tagged." he said. He advised that I learn o
watch for “ragging glow,” which Wayne said was an easy
way to determine overall tagging. Despite 60 years of
experience in ph:lateiy and despite my pioneering work
on German tagging in the 1960s, [ was never able to see
tagging glow.

Firally, Dr. Kugel's letters were actually written long
before I printed them. I had simply run our of room in
the previous issue. Thus, Kugel's letters may have been
written before you taughe at the APS seminar. Nor did |
areack them. 1 solicited comment from BEP and Wayne. [
printed their responses. That’s not an areack.

in reply to Ken (by Dr. Robert Kugel): Lawrence’s Ameri-

can Philatelist article is the definitive review article on the

BUYING ERRORS

Imperforates Perf Shifts
Missing Colors
Offsets Color Shifts
Miscuts, efc.

Older Issues * Recent Issues
New Finds

(215) 728-7836
MONTCLAIR STAMP CO.

P.0. Box 38, Cheltenham, PA 19012

e | P

e b ]

,.
4
dpr snmonpp
-
L4
o LT RE

7
[/

Grear Americans series. However, one must question his
intcllectual honesty if, as he claims, he absolutely knew
the Cody was on prephosphored paper, and yet allowed
to persist the notion one might read inte Yeager's origi-
nal article that it was only “probably on prephosphored
paper.”

His letter says it berrer than [ could. Let’s ler it go and
not waste any more time on him.

In reply 1o Steve (by Ken Lawrence): Much of what you
write is true, so let me clarify just two points.

First, when I proposed carly last year 1o do a series for
Linns on modern specialized U.S. collecting, one of the
articles | suggested was on on the rechniques to differen-
tiate prephosphored from overall tagging.

In conceiving that segment, 1 planned originally to use
varictics of the 23¢ Cassatt stamp as examples. After fol-
lowing the saga of the 15¢ Cody in 7PN, I decided that
examnple would be more useful w readers.

Since Robert Kugel was among the intended
benehciaries, | was dismayed to read your report that he
was annoyed with me. [ stili am. If he had sent his report
1o me instead of to you, | would have assured him that he
was correct, and that his technique was the recognized one
for identifying this difference.

But he didn’t. He sent his report to you, and you de-
bunked it. He ought to be thanking me for setting the
record straight, and kicking himself for not having writ-
ten to me in the first place. Instead, with your assistance,
he has taken aim at the messenger (ene whose message on
this point has been consistent since 1988), for agreeing
with him!

Second, although I do not believe in withholding useful
information, I do desire to publish the fruit of my re-
scarch first in my chosen venue under my byline.

1 had worked two years on my Great Americans article,
using my chronological checldist as my working oudine,
when your first article and checklist appeared. At the
time, yours was limired to stamps with more than one va-
riety, and contained many mistakes.

1 sent my list so that you could correct the mistakes in
yours, on the specific stated understanding thar you would
not appropriate the rest of it. However, the next edition
of your chart included every stamp.

Ir is true char you rearranged the listings by denomina-
tion, as they were given in the 1991 Linnk Yearfook, but
the yearbook listings were wrong on almost every stamp
you added to the expanded listing. Your chart did not re-
produce the Linrs mistakes (which remained uncil I cor-
rected them in the 1992 yearbook published last year).
You corrected those data from my list.

Thus every scrap of my list appeared in 7PN right after
I sent it, excepr the dispured 15¢ Cody item, but rear-
ranged in denomination sequence. That far exceeded our
original 2greement on how my list could be used.

Since the entire compilation first appeared under your
byline or that of the study group, the impression given to
readers is that my American Philatelist article relied heav-



ily on 7PN's research, when the reality was just the re-
verse.

A summary acknowldgment is not a byline,

I would never have brought this up, despite the irritation
[ felt, had you not added insult in the last 7PV by accus-
ing me of reinventing the wheel. The whecl has plenty of
inventors, and they all deservee more credit than they re-
ceive, bur [ was among them at the stare.

And when I gave my first compilation to 7PN, it in-
cluded the 13¢ Cody on prephosphored paper, with full

documentation.

Yellow-gum Nimitz
I have some 50¢ Nimitz stamps (from Plate 4 off the
1-8 Press and with L Perforations) that have yellow gum.
Can you explain?
Steve Burke
Southfield, Mich.
In reply (by Ken Lawrences: They are, indeed yellow
gum and the calor matches the gum on the imperforate
1¢ Franklin (Scotr 314}, a real orange-yeliow.

Line on BEP’s E&S

{By phone} Can you explain the horizontal lines seen on

so many Eagle and Shield stamps produced ar the BEP?
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz
Stamford, Conn.

In reply (by Ken Lawrence): They appear to be caused by
a nick in the doctor blade. The doctor blade is like a
squeegee and wipes excess ink off. If there is 2 nick in it,
a horizontal line will be scen on the stamps ac the point
where the ink can leak through.

What was that ‘Bulk Rate?’

In addition to the usual late-breaking news on stamps,
tagging, and letters that you pring, I also enjoy the litcle
tidbit items, such as the one in the latest issue on the 10¢
Tractor Trailer PNCs overprinted “Bulk Rare,”

[ also find very useful items about current bulk-rate
mailing rates and practices. I've been exhibiting usages
of Transportation Coils occasionally over the last few
years and information from TPN helps in write-ups.

I'd like to find out what [ can abour the “Bulk Ratc”
overprint described in the last issue. Do you know where
I can get such a cover? Whether the stamp has a plate num-
ber? Failing that, can I get a copy so I can see what the
cover looks like.

Leonard Piszkiewicz
Santa Clara, Calif.

In reply: On Page 44 in March 1993 we reprinted the in-
structons from the 1-7-93 Postal Bullerin thar authorized
the overprinting of Tractor Trailer stamps. On Page 99
of the July issue we reprinted the broadcast message sus-
pending ordering of the Tractor Trailer stamp. That is-
sue also included an adlet offering $2.50 for private over-
prints. In the next issue, the offer went to $5. In
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November, the adlet offered $10. No replies came in.

Finally, a coilector offered three covers, all with plate
numbers. All were mailed by the North Shore Hotel in
Evanston, Ill., and were mailed to addresses norch of
Chicago by carrier-rouic sort.

The threc covers are no longer on the market. [ would
suggest doing what the original secker did: Run an ad and
keep jacking up the offering price until someone breaks a
cover loase,

There should be dozens of varieties on these overprints,
not only as to color and typeface, but even in the word-
ing.

All readers arc urged to share any information they have
on such overprints.

Untagged 3¢ White

I have a bottom horizoneal strip of the 3¢ White with
the bottom row totally untagged and the next row up
with beautiful block tagging.

Looks like the mat might have slipped a cog.

Carol M. Morchouse
Carlsbad, Calif.

Not available

I placed a phone order with Philatelic Fulfillment on
March 15. I uied to order items mentioned in fnforma-
tion from .... ltem 7932, the 5¢ Circus Wagon is availa-
ble but the person taking my order could not guarantee
that this version would be any different from the original.
Irem 7763 (3¢ Conestoga Wagon) and Item 7906 (5¢
Canoe) were not available.

Richard L. Beecher
Los Angeles

Set-asides are dead

TPN Note: At the writers summit, Richard Nazar asked
Michael Spates, manager of the Stamp Acquisition and Dis-
rribution Branch, whether the policy of having printers set
aside a rertain number of stamps of each plate number was
still being honored. Spates said be had never heard of such a
policy and asked Jor documentation. After reading TPN T ac-
count of the proposed policy, Spates replied:

Thank you for the information regarding the previous
administracions’s policy on sctting aside plate numbers
for the philatelic community. We researched this issue
and learned thart currently the Postal Service’s policy is
that it does not honor orders for specific coil stamp plate
numbers. T his research also provided us with insighe as to
what it would take for the Postal Service to change this
policy. To do so would increase our overall costs with
our stamp suppliers and at our Philacelic Fulfillment Ser-
vice Center with nominal sales retumns to offset these in-
creased costs.

While I sce no modification to this policy at the present
time, we will kecp your request in mind for future refer-
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ence. I there should be a change, we will notify the phila-
telic communirty through our Corporate Relations group.
Michael E Spates
U.S. Postal Service
In reply: It had been hoped that setting aside some of
each plate number for sale through the cave would prevenc
loss 0 collectors of stamps that could not be found at
post offices. One example is the Eagle and Shicld with
the plate-number combination A12113.

In praise of TPN

I don’t scc how PNC collectars could do without The
Plate Number.

You're a superb editor! Please keep fighting for the re-
lease of essential information from the USPS, You're
fighting not just for us PNC collectors buc for all of phi-
lately. 1 appreciate all you're doing.

Sydney K. Kay, Ph. D.
Dallas

TPN Average continues its decline

The TPN Average continues its decline as more dealers join
the move lo net pricing and as sales of PNCs continue 1o sag.

Henry Karen of Michael M. Karen Inc. notes that he has re-
duced his inventory levels, laying in fewer PNCs than before.

What is important, however, is that after a year of adjusting to
net pricing, prices continue to go down. which can only be inter-
preted as an attempt by dezlers 1o entice buyers with lower pric-
es. It also means less buyer demand.

There has been a noticeable dropping off of enthusiasm, possi-
bly because of the profusion of plate numbers on such stamps as
the 10¢ Eagle and Shield.

Karen seggests that things would be better if collectors could
get a respite from the flood of new plate numbers if \he printers
would make efforts to Limit their number. (One way to do this is
to use rechromed plates instead of constantly adding new ones.)

“It's getting to be like the days when they went to large plate
blocks and killed off plate-block coliecting,” Karen said.

Admittedly, reporting that PNC collecting is hitting a bumpy
period is considered heresy by some in the PNC community. But

Changes in components of the TPN Average
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that appears o be the only explanation for the constant down-
ward drift of PNC prices.

The decline in the TPN Average so far this year is 8.25%. The
decline since the March issue of TPN is 6.47%. :

This month’s big decline for Plate 3 of the 18¢ Flag represents
a 13.8% drop since the January issue. Butin this instance, a note
of caution must be added. Many dealers simply do not have this
slamp any more.

Recent prices of Eagle and Shield stamps
Na. PSR

P55 Ko Pss P85
mu 276 f=tn] MITS 209 $110
pren] 281 3 M6 411 420
2 1phos — 50,00 Asans 125 344
brviy] 269 2.68 ASA4 385 385
A1 259 283 ASAMS 355 385
Al132 258 283 AT?TIY 278 102
Alzns 1817 1064 Apegse 21 am
U112 159 283 Apasag 128 15§
1113 368 380 Anooes 303 kH]|
A2 158 283 Aaoo08 3 387
AN 25 273 A0 292 312
A23m Mms et A I01010 10 300 2118
A3 418 418 A 101010 275 296
ek M 8180 K10 11401012 315 325
33335 407 12 A1110101010 275 296
A4 470 502 AT 255 283
A3nd2e 403 44 AT 1101050 200 300
M3324 405 407 ATT1T111010 315 325
M35 343 385 A411101010 260 3.00
M358 388 78 A412111110 215 325
Ad3334 289 110

| Goofed

Someone sent in 510 for one of my unique House of Far-
nam FDCs showing a PS /5 of the Christmas self-stick and
$750 for a PS/3 of the Pine Cone. 1 cashed the check but
lost Lhe request. Please write so | can send it out.

P.S. 1 still have a stock of bolh covers. The Christmas is
upigue_because It shows both a numbeted and an unnum-
bered Snowman

Steve Esratl
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CERTIFIED

P 227 158 110

MAIL

Mrs. Aasrgaret M. England
9816 Woodruff Avenua
91780-172%

Tewple Clty, Ca

585 <
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COVER OF THE BI-MONTH—Twa 50¢ Nimitz stamps have
been used to pay the certified-mail fea an a mass mail-
ing. This rate has been in effect since Feb. 3, 1991. The
reguiar postage is paid with the 23¢ Presorted First
Class precancel. This stamp pays the lowest first-class
presorted rate for malter other than cards. Additional
clues tell us that this cover is part of a qualified mass

mailing. The perforations on all the stamps are sharply
cut, indicating that they were applied by machine. The
certified mail endorsement is not a label, but an integral
part af the envelope. Lastly. all three stamps are liec to
the envelope with a mailer’s pastmark permit onglnatmg
at ZIP code 22773. (By Richard L. Beecher)

BEP shows a PNC that never was

Starting at the St. Louis Stamp Expo
last year, the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing’s archivist, Cecilia Hatfield Wer-
theimer, has been showing a three-frame
exhibit of stamps that never were.

Included in the exhibit was a Flag stamp
designed for the rate change of 1985. This
stamp was eventually issued in revised
form as the 22¢ Flag coil.

According to the writeup in the exhibiz,
the stamp was never issued because of “a
concern that color contamination between
the red stripes of the flag and black of the
dome might result in high spoilage.”

A variation of the design was eventually
used on the booklet covers of the 22¢
Flag over Capilol stamps.

The exhibit, slightly changed from its
original showing, was on show again at
the Garfield Perry March Party in Cleve-
land, site of the Bureau Issues Associa-
tien’s annual meeting. Mrs. Wertheimer
also presented a slide show to illustrate
the archival: work now being done at BEP.

None of the other stamps that never
were fall within the purvue of 7PN,

Mrs. Wertheimer, who is nct involved in
the continuing stiggle between BEP and

the Postal Service about plate-activity re-
ports, told TPN that she was firmly con-
vinced not only that all the “missing data”
on printing since late 1991 would cne day
become available to collectors, but also
that she simply could not believe a rumor
that because someone at BEP was angry at
the Postal Service all computenzed piate-
aclivily data had been purged forever
from the system.
“It's stll there,” she said, O

Plate varieties
—Report LI

By A. S. Cibulskas

10¢ Eagle and Shield

a. Plate-number combinaton 99998—
Inking variety. The top loop of the “8” in
the piate number is filled in. (Moreau)

b. Plate-number combinatons 33333
and 22113—The last (brown) plale num-
bers are heavily overinked, resulting in an
enlarged digit. (Moreau)

23¢ Lunch Wagon

a. Plate 3, shiny gum. Large blob of ink
under “A” of “USA.” Constant at 8R. (S.
Adams)

b, Plate 3, shiny gum. Four ink blobs: in
middle of vertical part of “2"; in left vert-
cal line of *U” in “USA™; in white area
right of “A” in “UUSA,” and in white area
right and below the “A" of “USA." Con-
stant at 8L.. (Liu)

Please repoort constant plate and mat
varieties (o Cibulskas at 28 Westwood
Dr, Stamford CT 06902

-
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30¢ coil, first-class presort ‘G’ stamps revealed

Continued from Page 47

ordered in late 1991. A $2 Bobcat sheet
stamp had already been issued. The new
values were then placed “on hold” until at
least this year as a result of USPS budge-
tary resiraints.

It is not known (ror is USPS saying) if
the “Essay” stamps, announced for later
this year, will replace or be in addition to
the Wildlife definitives.

More news on ‘G’ stamps

Numerous “G” stamps were also pre-
pared starting in 1991 for the rate change
that is now set for next year. It is believed
that BEP printed this gravure stamp for the

New version of Canoe
is hard to distinguish

Even though it was listed in Stamps erc.’s
January-March issue, a new “dull gum”
version of the 5¢ Canoe got past everyone.

But the stamp, when finally noticed by
the PNC community in late February, im-
mediately became a problem.

Let'’s look at the ariginal Stamp Ventur-
ers version first. That stamp, with the plate-
number combination “311,” had shiny gum
that was diaganaily ribbed at about a 45-
degree angle. To see the gum ridges, one
had to turn the stamp siowly untl the ridg-
es became apparent. No magnification was
needed.

The new stamps. although described as
“dull gutmn,” are also shiny. The main dif-
ference is that the gum is smooth, withaut
nidging.

With only such a minor difference, deal-
ers wondered if they should bother to strip
ouw a roll of 10,000 stamps. Would collec-
tors want the two varieties? Was it worth
an outlay of $500 a roll?

Then Phil Rose of the PNC Swdy Group
examined the two versions. Rose found the
onpinal stamp (ltem 7907A) to have dull
white gum under lonp-wave UV! the new
version (Item 57907) is totally dead (purple)
in long-wave UV,

Afier examining Rose’s stamps, TPN
conciudes that the difference is not in the
paper, but in the gum. Seen from the face
of the stamps in UV, both stamps iook
alike,

The appearance of the new varety con-
tradicts a statement by Rick Arvenio of the
Stamp Acquisition and Distribution Branch
that coliectors would be told of each new
variety printed. Merely listing a new item
in Stamps eic. hardly meets the promise of

an announcement from SADB. [

first-class rate in rolls of 100, 500, and
3,000, although the quantities printed are
not known. Stamp Venturers and ABN
each printed 3.4 billion coil G stamps in
rolls of 100, 500, 3,000, and 10,000,

In addition to the stamps for the first-
class zate, Stamp Venturers also prepared
500 million Q" stamps for first-class pre-
sorted bulk mail in rolis of 500 and 3,000.
ABN printed 780 million of a “G” non-
profit presort coil, also in rolls of 500 and
3,000. (See TPN, January 1993.)

[TPN note: At the writers’ sumnut in
February, Michae! Spates, manager of
Stamp Acquisition and Distribution, de-
fended the pag rule on philatelic wrii-
ers—which he also said does not exist—
by stating that the Postal Service could
not permit the dissemination of news on
stamps not announced by USPS.)

Given the false-franking use of the 5¢
Canoe, it is unclear why such a nonprofit
stamp would be necessary.

Avery panted a “G" stamp to meet the
first-class rate as self-adhesive sheetlets

of 18 and as philatelic coils of 5,004.

Other issues to meet the new rate in-
clude not only a “G"-rate postcard, but
also a postcard makeup-rate stamp (both
in sheets, not in coils).
Other aborted stamps

In addition to the three designs of the
23¢ coils issued so far by UsPs-~Lunch
Wagon, Presorted First-Class Flag, and
USA—it appears thal a fourth design,
also with an American flag, was envi-
sioned. ABN was 1o be the printer, but this
order was canceled by the Postal Service.

The intaglio-engraved 10¢ Tractor
Trailer was slated to move to a gravure
version in rolls of 10,000, just like the 5¢
Canoe. In fact, Stamp Yenturers had actu-
ally started its preparation, but because of
mailers’ dissatisfaction with the stamp,
the Postal Service canceled that order
and, instead, issued the 10¢ Eagle and
Shield coils.

Stamp Manufacturing told Robin Min-
ard that no Tractor Trailers had ever been
ordered from Stamp Venturers. {1

How The Postal Bulletin announced the new UVMs ...

Pastape and Mailing Center Stamp

The Postal Service has announced tesis for the
second version of the Postape and Mailing Center
{PMC) in the Northern Virginia District beginning
Feb. 15, 1994. The PMUC allows customers 10 weigh
an itlem and determine the posiage necessary for the
desired level of service. It then prints 8 stamp with
the appropriate postape.

The stamp’s design features 2 blue and while stars
and stripes shield in the upper ¢enter with red and
white bunting draped on either side. USA, in red,
appears below the shield. The PMC prints the
siamp’s denomination beiow the USA in black.
PMCs print stamps in any denomination from 19
cents to 599.99,

Afler the first version of this stamp went on zale in
August 292, same customers received their mail-
pieces bk marked “Returned for Insufficient Post-
ape.” Be uware that bolh versicns of the Postage and
Mailing Center Stamp are approved postage with the

{eature of variable rates. The anly difference between the two versions of the stamp is the location of the per-
forations. This version has horizontal perforalions (on each side), and Lhe carlier version has vertical perfora-

tions (top and botlom).

PLEASE POST ON ALL BULLETIN BOARDS

... and managed to get the perforations all wrong

The Postal Bulletin of Feb. 17 carried the above notice, intended as a poster to be put
up at ail post offices. The imperforate illustration, which was not avaijable to the phila-
telic press on Feb. 14 (when writers complained 1o the Postal Service about not getting
it) appears t0 be an artist’s rendition, since the denominations on stamps as vended on
the first day were usually cut off at the bottom of the loop.

It should be noted that the last paragraph reversed the direction of the perforations on

the twa versions of the stamp.

The warning thal the stamps are “appraved posiage” results from many documented
cases where the slamps were marked void, defaced with ballpoint pens, or otherwise re-

jected as stamps.

It is doubiful that this notice will improve matters.
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Unisys machine goes into service with new UVMs

By Myron G. Hill, Jr.

Afler many delays, the new Universal
Vending Machine coil (UVM) for use in
Unisys machines was placed on sale Feb.
19, 1594, at Merrificld, Va.

[TPN noter Everybody seems to be call-
ing these stamps “varable rate coils” or
VRCs, but it is not the rate that is variable.
What is variable is the denomination.
Richard J. Nazar, publisher of the new
PNC Catalag, will also call them UVMs
and the catalog number for these new
stamps will be M20UVM-a11. The stamps
were originaily called UVMs by BEP, prob-
ably because that is what they were
termed in the printing contract.]

The new coil was produced by Ameri-
can Bank Note Co., with printing by its
subcontractor, Guilford Gravure. The
stamp design is the same as for the UVM
produced by the BEP for the ECA GARD
machines. However, the stamp has a ver-
tical rather than a horizontal format and
bears its plate numbess at the battom rath-
er than at the left side.

The value is printed as “$0.29" instead
of **{3.20.”

[TPN note: Nazar said that the original
BEP design had simply been stretched ver-
tically by computer to fill the required
area, giving the stamp its somewhat
squeezed appearance.

[The machines, themselves, were made
by the Paramax Division of Unisys.]

The stamps I saw on the first day were
nicely centered with a clear plate number.
This contrasts with generally poorer cen-
lering and a light plate number on the ear-
lier BEP ccils.

The plate number availzble on the first
day was “Al11." It appears at the boltom of
every 24th stamp.

There was no official first-day ceremo-
ny, but an FDOL cancel was available at
the post office. The Postal Service is sell-
ing mint coil stamps and FIXCs from ils
Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center.
Many dealers were present at Memifield
ta buy stamps directly from the Unisys
machine.

They could buy any denomination from
19 cents up. However, each person was
limited to one transaction with a 99-stamp
maximum. Dealers wanting more stamps
had to get in line again. They prepared
their covers while wailing in line.

In the afternoon, the wait was about one
hour, an improvement from the morning
when the wait was one and a half hours
because of a machine breakdown. A Uni-
sys representative was there to repair the

machine and remained all day to assist
customers in operating the machine and
answering questions.

Both the Unisys and the ECA GARD ma-
chines weigh mail and indicale the post-
age required. However, the Unisys ma-
chine has substantial improvements over
the ECA GARD machine, such as printing
stamps much faster and accepting bills up
1o $20.

It gives change using Susan B. Anthony
dollars.

It is even designed to accept credit
cards, but that function was not operation-
al on the first day. A sign said the feature
will be “available soon.”

Other Unisys machines were available
in five other nonthern Virginia post offices
onh Feb. 21 (Presidents” Day) to continue
the testing.

The Merrifield machine at first provided
stamps that were not up to collector stan-
dards in that it chopped off part of the de-
nomination, making a “19” appear 1o say
“17." The botiom of the 9's loop would
not print.

The West McLean machine was out of
order guite a bit of the time at the end of
February.

The publicity from the Postal Service

about the new stamps said:

Collectors who desire information about
the avaitability of the Unisys PMC ma-
chines may phore the Postal Service An-
swer Line at (703) 698-6360.

1 called to find out about repairs at West
McLean. 1 got a recorded announcement
saying: "The number you have reached is
not in service.”

How to make combinations

Cn the old ECA GARD machines, stamps
emerged in the order that the customer or-
dered them. So if your birthday was
Marck 13, 1927, and you wanted to make
up a strip saying “03/13/27" what you did
was Lo print up one 3¢ stamp, followed by
a 13¢ stamp, and finally a 27¢ stamp.

You cannot do this on the Unisys ma-
chine at all because its lowest value is
19¢

You can, however, still make any other
combination as long as the denominations
are more than 19¢. But this machine does
it backward.

Using the previous example (even
though impossible} you would first print
the 27¢ stamp, followed by the i3¢, and
the 3¢.

That's because the machine spits them
out with the last stamp ordered at the
head of the strip.

By Stephen G. Esrati

Some Unisys UVMSs thal were made at
the Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center
have the values centered under the blue
shield, but most do not. The majority of
the stamps have the “9” of “$0.29" closer
to the right edge of the design than the
g

In a few cases, the “9” iz outside the
frame.

As in most stamps printed by ABN, the
stamps themselves tend to be XF or better
in their vertical and horizontal centering.

It is not yet known whether collectors
and dealers will assay the condition of the
new UvMs by the centering of the denom-
ination. Yet it seems reasonabie that to be
regarded as an XF stamp, the denomina-
tion should, at the very least, be inside the
frame and, preferably, close to wel cen-
tered.

New printer due

Because American Bank Note's con-
tract with the Postal Service expired in
1993, a new printer will have to produce
any additional stamps for the Unisys ma-
chine if they should be needed.

That means the stamps are likely to be
redesigned in their entirety since ABN
used the art for the BEP version and
stretched it by computer.

A new printer would also use different
plate numbers.

$9.95 PNCis a find

John 8. Shue was also at Merrifield on
the first day. He was helping people with
the machine.

When a woman needed twa $9.95
stamps, Shue showed her how to make
them. One came out with a plate number.
Shue bought it and bought her another.

The fingerprint hazard

Collectors who make their way to north-
ern Virginia to try their hands at the Uni-
sys machines should be extremely careful
about leaving their fingerprints on the
stamps.

The ink used to imprint the denomina-
tion in the Unisys machine is not guick
drying. Thus, it takes a while for the new-
ly printed denomination to dry. Touch the
wet ink and your fingerprints will show
on the next stamp you touch.

So if a collector attempts to remove
strips from the machine it is important to
grab the strip beyond the numbered strip
of five. Otherwise fingerprints will soon
mar the numbered strip.
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DAYV using all-untagged stamps in 16-million piece mailing

Joann Lenz is trying to find cut what sont
of woe may befall the maiis when the Dis-
abled American Veterans run out of tagged
stamps for its return envelopes.

Until now, DAV has seat out its return co-
velopes with a bunch of tagged and un-
tagged low-denomination coil stamps. The
tagged stamps activated postal facer-
cancelers. But no new lagged definitives
have been produced with a face vaiue of 9¢
or less. In recent DAV mailings, five un-
tagged S¢ Circus Wagon and two tagged
2¢ Locomotive stamps had been used.

But in one of its two big annual drives,
DAV has now gone to all untapged stamps.
Lenz got a retum envelope bearing the 1e-
cenl printing of the Circus Wagon, show-
ing the plate number “A3."

That stamp was printed with an ink tha:
glows in UV. The Postal Service said this
was nol done to activate the facer-
cancelers.

Dr. Al Faah of Stamp Distribution said
there were no tagging and no phosphors in
the stamps submitted by TPN. He said the
stamps do not cmit enough phosphor meter
units (o activale postal machinery.

Dr. Fatah said the fluorescence found by
collectors had been added to the ink by the
pidnter to improve the appearance of the
ted, not for any postal purpose.

Lenz sent out 31 covers bearing two of
those stamps, together with an untagged er-

ror of the 19¢ Fishing Boat 1o see whether
facer-cancelers would recognize the Circus
Wapons. She also sent out retum envelopes
with the same combination of stamps, just
to make sure that her test would avail itself
of facer-cancelers in the 31 destinations of
her mailing, not just in her hometown.

Of 27 Lenz covers reported so far, 19 had
proper machine cancels, three had only a
spray cancel, and one had no cancel at all.
Six covers were reporied as “777."

Of the return covers, 21 had proper ma-
chine cancels, three had no cancels, one
had @ spray cancel, and one was daubed by
a camier.

USPS to DAV: “Drop dead!”

But there may be more to the story than
meets the eye. According to a remor reach-
ing TPN, DAV specifically asked the Postal
Service 1o continue supptying it with low-
denomination tagged stamps.

TPN was told at Postal Headquarters that
the Postal Service would attempt to meet
DAV’s mailing needs with an emphasis on
the Postal Service’s own concerns that
nothing be done to reverse progress in
mechanizing mail handling.

But DAV got the impression that what
TPN was told and what the Postal Service
wanted DAY to do were not the same.

The Postal Service, according to the -
mor, told DAV 1o use envelopes bearing a

tagged bar that would activate the postal
machinery. It could then usc any stamps.

But the cost of doing that turned out to be
prohibitive, and wouid gain DAV nothing,
becapse the retum cavelopes would silt
ged back to Cincinnati evenmally, whether
they were machine canceled or not.

Someone at the DAV reportedly felt that
the problem was the Postal Service’s not
the DAV's, and adding to the DAV's cost of
mailing was oot the same as meeting the
DAV's need for lagged stamps.

Flaw in the Lenz test

Lenz’s experiment is somewhat unscien-
tific in that, according to Dr. Robert Rabi-
nowitz of the PNC Swmdy Group, it really
required mailing out 30 more letters bear-
ing the old S¢ Circus Wagon (without fluo-
rescent ink) as a control.

He suggested that it might also be fun to
try a combination of the untagged 19¢
Fishing Boat and the tagged ermor version
of the 10¢ Eagic and Shield, in which the
tagging level is also supposedly too low to
activale facer-cancelers.

Kurt and Joann Lenz agree. They want to
sel up another test, using three different
combinations of S5¢ Circus Wagons,
lagged, untagged, and with fluorescent’ink.

They nead volunteers to heip. Write
37211 Alper Dr., Steriing Heights, MI

48312-2203.

Tagging breaks on Cotirell Press PNCs (updated through Marck 1, 1994)

LGl He. 5 8k HI R $he. k... Rb.. 0 |, T £AR e . W........ |LER..... oo o

T2-2 B SIb BSIk J§ ACHS] BCb Sy h' abbealians
126 BSIb {BSIk J{BCL SbiBCw B = Bar (verical)
T2-8 B B Sibc Clbe J ¢ B Cie C = Clip (T-shaped)
Te-10 g B Sl BCthe J: 8 Clbc S = Screw head

B Clips and scfew heads also
TEM-1 B Bt J 156
TSM-2 BSH  iBSp J§sp | owdarbreas _
T5M-3 BSo BSt S { BCW J}BCH Clip and scrow localions:
T5M-4 BSh BSiht :BCH J}BCh Idop; b=boliom; c-comglale

Iaslener
T5.2-3 B Stb J = 2 junclion ol low mals
T52-5 i BSIb has been found al this loca-
k: tion. This s seen 23 a hostzon-

TITEA- BClb Ji BCb lal break PLUS a venical
TITEA-2 BCb J§BCIL beak
T1MA-3 } BCh J EClbc Jf BChe Sh i
TITEA-4 } BCh J BCOwe J} BChe 51 i
NOTE: Plales 1 and 2 ol th 5 2¢ Sleigh have been found with a horizontal joint line. meaning a vertical (agging break exisls. Anyoens with a Tulf yoll would be able o condinm localion of verlical breaks

i L. 7L, & 5L, 4L A question mark indicates that ihe report-

Noles to above chart (.u,?u‘foﬁ.rﬁ!!..tf&ﬂ:ﬂgm ) 23 e IE e pomonka ot besncontrmed

TI1TEA-4-3R found used as a PS/A. cansiant wad dass nol ‘walk’) B8R, 1R .
T17TEA-3-3R, found minL T4SR-1 -0t (W) LS, 9RC T200C- 20l VLR Untagged stripe across top or

- ‘ T4SC-1-0t ton slampe W) TH-1 (W) 12LC, 1LC 7L, 6L bottom

Al positions are. piven by stamp. oL, BL, 7L, &, IL, SL, 4L, 3L, 2 UL Td5-1-ct Top
sl by perforation. 11 is the mamp IR, SR, 7R Line, 1R, 2R, 3R, 4R,

i T4SC-1-ot{onpedsh 12l 1L, 1CL 9L SR, R, 7R, &R T5CW-1-ot Tep, botiom
with the plate number. 6L TL. B, SL. 3L

) > ¥ Circus Wagen is confirmed with only TI0CB-1-otdull  Top
4. 1L, Line, IR, 2R i

This chant deveioped and updated IR, SR, &R, BR, 9R, ©0¢ break in 52 stamps stamps Dol Ti5-2-0t Top, bottem
by Eugene R. Erost. Please report 10R, 11R, 12R marked have two. TS1-1 Top. bottom
new finds to him at 15522 Windy TICW-1-0U4 FI3L, 100, #8L, 7L, “W- indicales that 2 "walking” tagging Ernst welcomes new reports.
Cave, Houston, TX 77095. Please in- ?if:"' gks%u":'" break has also been reported. This means Untagged
clude a diagram chowing how you TIOCB- lol 9R, LOR a break can be found oo all positions. T1(B)2, TICW-2, T4SC-1, TSCW-1,
count posilicn. TIS 200 (W) 14 1L 106, 9L, “C" indicates a constmnt position where  T15-2a "walking break™ also &xist.



May be from worp-out phospher piate

The Plate Number, January 1994

57

Vertical ‘band tégging’ found on 21¢ Carlson pane

By Ken Lawrence

Recently I purchased a pane of 21g
Chester Carlson stamps in the Great
Americans Series with a style of tagging |
had not seen previously.

I would call it vertical band tagging, and
I would recommend collecling it in verti-
cal pairs, strips, or blocks. Single stamps
may not be adequate for positive iden-
tificadon.

A vertical pair of the new variety is
shown on the froat page of this issue. On
this page are a normmal pair (below) and a
block of four of the varety (right). None
of these illustrations is a photograph, but
computer-generated graphics.

On the actual pane, there are slight rem-
nants of the horizontal untagged lfines that
are normal in block tagging, but as a
whole, seen in UV light, the sheet appears
to have purple verical lines running
through it.

The 21¢ Carlson stamp was issued in
1938 and was withdrawn from philatelic
sale on Sept. 20, 1993, It is stll widely

L A g -7 A g
7. e o Pt L R TR )

b g gt O T
R 5 LAY

NORMAL—~Block tagging and un-
tagged partions (shaded)

Eisssananan dnassndsae

BAND TAGGING—The horizantal un-
tagged areas have disappearad.

available in post offices. | purchased mine
in State College, Pa.

Like most U.S. definilives issued in the
1980s, the 21¢ Carlson stamps were print-
ed with a block of tagging ink over the
vignette of each stamp, and with an un-
tagged frame on all four sides around the
tagging block.

At that ime, officials in charge of stamp
ordering and production believed that the
abrasive materials suspended in the tag-

Prephosphored Cody
printed on paper sample

By Stephen G. Esrati

Examination of Ken Lawrence's pre-
phosphored 15¢ Cody suggests that the
stamps were printed on a paper sample.

“BEP, as you know,” Lawrence said,
“never threw away any paper.”

This was demonstrated when Lenz paper
turned out to be a sample and when some
early PNCs appeared on Paper [a.

Lawrence drew this conclusion after we
compared various plate blocks in daylight.
His prephosphored block (proven under a
microscope) was mot on while paper. In
daylight, it looked like overall 1agging.

By comparison, a known prephosphored
black of ancther denomination appeared
snow while,

*This could explain why they kept telling
you at BEP that all Codys were printed on
untagged paper,” Lawrence said, adding
that BEP would not have had records of
printing on & paper sample.

Lawrence said that when he and Charles
Yeager visited the BEP they were told that
the plate cards proved use of a special
paper.

ping ink cansed damage to perforating
equipment at the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing. The purpose of the untagged
border on each stamp was to avoid wear-
ing down the perforating pins.

Often, however, lagging blocks were
printed out of register with the stamp vig-
netie, as occurred on the left edge of my
pane. When that happened, perforations
crossed the tagged area.

The tagged portion of the new variety
runs in continucus bands from the top of
the pane to the bottom. It extends across
the top and botlom selvage. It is patchy in
spots. bat the only continucus untagged
portions are the left and right borders of
each stamp.

Perhaps a new tagging plate was manu-
factured in this format, but I think a dif-
ferent explanation is more likely. Prob-
ably the original tagging piate wore down
0 the point where the raised portions
were level with the herizontal grooves
that had separated them, while deeper ver-
tical grooves remained.

In that way, the tagging blocks became
connected vertically while remaining sep-
arate horizontally.

You may wonder what purpose a 21¢
stamp serves. I use it to make up a 40¢
rate on my 29¢ stamped envelopes. [

Why are self-sticks needed?
USPS explains, but still
muddies the waters

“The convertible stamp booklet is avail-
able in a coil version, sold only in strips
of 18 stamps for $5.22 from the Philatelic
Fulfillment Service Center's Stamps eic.
catalog. The Postal Service needs the coil
version because it uses a label-attaching
machine to affix stamps to first-day cov-
ers. Since no perforations exist on either
version of the stamp, there is no differ-
ence in stamps affixed to covers from the
booklets or coil.—Marketing, 1-6-94"

That is the text of part of the announce-
ment for the Eagle self-adhesive coil in
the Postal Bulletin.

A similar announcement was pitblished
for the Love Sunrise self-adhesive stamp.
It was not published for previous self-
adhesives that were also printed as coils.

But the announcements are wrong in
siating that there is no difference between
the two versions. Not only is the backing
visible on the coils, but the plate numbers
are different.

UsPs always gets ils facts straight!
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STAMPS ‘N’ STUFF WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD
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CONDITION: Fins-Very Fine, MNever hinged. i you requirs XF, add 35% o list. | [choose 1) I
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STAMPS ‘N’ STUFF
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E&S total hits 42 different A numbers

Continued from Page 47

should appear in plate-activity reports from
prvate printers, it was Morison himsell
who ordered a year later that all plate-
activity reports should stop being com-
piled.

This means that not only are we unable
10 get total production for each plaje-
number combination, but also that we are
unable to get the aw production total for
each plate, as for the green Plate 6, for ex-
ample. This leaves coliectors without a
clue as to what is being printed.

What is now coming out of the Postal
Service is merely a list of plate numbers,
without quantities.

That makes the detective work on the Ea-
gle and Shields—probably the most used
coil stamp ever—entremely difficult.

What we do know is that 13 seis of plates
were made, but no plates ever carmied the
number 13. Not ali plates were used.

While someone in the Postal Service un-
der the old administration had the wonder-
ful idea of preventing 10-digit plate num-
bers on E&S stamps, the idea was scrubbed
after Postmaster General Marvin Runyon
slashed the Postal Headquarters staff in
half and a whole new team of executives
took over stam p production.

The idea that was not passed on to the
new team was that Plate 11 would be
marked as Plate ], thus retaining only five
piate numbers on a stamp. Guilford Gra-
vure, the printer, proposed an “"AA” prefix.

Our production data ended with stamps
bearing plate numbers in the 50000 series.
But we are able to make several findings
on the entire series based on when the
stamnps were found and by the paper on
which they were printed.

When they were found

AT Ocl. 26, 1992
ABB3RE Jan. 13, 1993
ABGIH9 Mar. 30, 1993
AG9I59 Mar. 10, 1993
AB2BE9 May 30, 1993
AD99GE Jupe 10, 1993
Al1010101010 September 1593
A1011191011 Nov. 18,1993
Al011101012 Mar. 25, 1994
Al110101010 Nov. 18, 1593
Alll0111010 Feb. B, 1994
Al111101010 Mar. 1, 1994
AlLI11§1010 Mar, 22, 1994
A1411101010 Mar. 1, 1994
Al411101011 April 4, 1994
Al412111110 Mar. 25, 1994

The last (Al412111110) was on the second
list of new plate-number combinations an-
nounced by the Postal Service to the phila-
telic press.

In addition, the Postal Service has an-
nounced the following, which have not yet
been found:

ALT10101011,
Al412 11111811,

Al211101010, and

Constant plate varieties

Yellow Platz 1 has a constant plate va-
ficly that may be seen on the seven plaie-
number combinations that include the yel-
low number 1.

The variety is a plate number in which
the top of the 1 is missing.

Since the stamps with the combination
A12213 are in themselves worth more than
five times the mn-of-the-mill E&S stamps,
the varicty on that plate number is one of
the rarities among E&S stamps, retailing at
about $150.

Another constant plate variely has recent-
ly been found by Bob Novak on the blue
Plate 2 of E&5 stamps made by BEP. ltis a
blue “*ghost 1" seen to the right of the last
plate number on 22221, The variety aiso oc-
curs on 22222,

The ghost looks like & *1” and is just to
the right and slightly below the brown “1."

Another constant plate variety on blue
Plate 2 is a blue bird over the rfight wing of
the eagle. It may be found on both 22221
and 22222, It was first found by Dr. Robent
Rabinowitz, who says it looks like a speck
lo the naked eve, but under magnification
turns into a bird or insect.

Curicusly, Dr. Rabinowitz has found the
blue bird on 22222 and on the tagged emor
of 22221, but never on the normal (un-
lagged) 22221,

Other rarities

Two combinations of plate numbers have
refatively kigh prices. A32333 is the cosi-
est E&S stamp. Fifteen rolls of 3,000 (1,875
numbered strips) were found. But when the
stamp first entered the market, most dealers
sold it (o their new-issues subscrbers for
about $3.

Quantities have never been revealed on
A23334, but Dr. Robert Rabinowilz has stat-
ed that the quantity was more than 15 roils,
but less than half a case, which works out
to less than 4.000 strips.

The original retail price of A33334, how-
ever, was steep from the start with many
collectors and dealers cbjecting loudly 1o
the pricing methods used by wholesalers.

However, another manty came into view
Iate in 1993, when Kim Cunibeni discov-
ered some rolls of the BEP's version of the
Eagie and Shield on lightly phosphored
paper. These stamps were arginally of-
fered at around $10, but the price began to
rise sharply when Cuniberti could find no
maore.

By the time major dealers began to sell
the tagged error, the XF price was $80, with
few or no VF copies available at a lower
price.

According 1o the Postal Service, the error
was the result of poor quality control by
the paper supplier. Robin Minard of the

Postal Service said the light tagging was
the result of having some taggant Jeft in the
machinery when this paper was made.

She said the level of tagging on the phos-
phored stamps was very weak (12 phos-
phor meter units, ar PMUS) when a normal-
ly tagged stamp should have from 45 to
100 PMUSs.

The PNC Study Group believes that
since all E&S stamps have a lacquer coat-
ing, the lacquer was contaminated.

The imperforates

So far, the only known imperforates are
on the BEP-printed 11111. Prices on these,
as numbered strips of six, started at $225
and now range up to $300.

Paper differences

While early (the first 23 plate-number
combinations) EZS stamps are dead (pur-
ple) in shortwave UV light, later stamps
(starting with A77777) appear to be on high-
bright paper:

All of the later stamps also have a slight
difference in the gum when compared to
previous stamps, but the difference is one
of texture, with the newer stamps appear-
ing somewhat smoother with less of a sup-
pling in the gum than earlier stamps.

This paper change, a result of a change in
paper specifications, can also be detected
in other untagged stamps from ABN, such
as the 23¢ USA.

Why they were made

The undenominated 10¢ Eagle and
Shield stamp became the workhorse of the
Postal Service under the new concept that
was introduced with the rate hike of Feb. 3,
1991.

Previously. decimal-denominated stamps
were available for many bulk rates. That
ended in 1991 with the 5¢ Canoce being in-
tended for all nonprofit rates and the 10¢
Tractor Trailer for all other wsages. But
the Tractor Trziler didn't work, chiefly be-
cause it required an additional service en-
dorsement and because many mailers felt
that it gave the impression that they were
paying only a dime for postage.

The 23¢ precancel stamps and the unde-
nominated E&S stamps were intended o
clear up that problem.

Who'll make them now

Originally, ABN made all E&S stamps.
Later, other printers went into production
with a change in the colors in the “Bulk
Rate” inscription and the rearrangement of
those inscriptions from “Bulk Rate USA”
1o “USA Buik Rate.”

The reason for asking BEP to print E&S

Please turn to Page 63
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Plate usage on ABN’s Eagle & Shield stamps

Plate 1 Plate 1 Plate 1 Plate 1 Plote 1
Bius Red Gresn Yellow Brown
11111 19111 1111 [R2E B 11118
11112 1012 11%12 iz
12113 12%13 2113
12213 12212
29112 21%12 21112
29113 21%13 21113
22%12 22112
22113 22113
Tolal Blue Plate 1: 4 Total Red Plate 1: 4 Total Green Plote 1: 7 Tolal Yellow Plate 1: 8 Total Brown Plate 1 1
Piate 2 Plate 2 Plate 2 Plate 2 Piate 21
nia
2113
12213 12213
atiz 21112
allls
az11z 22112 22112
22113 22113
32335
K.v3 ¥
34420
43324
43325
43326
43424
Tolal Blue Plate 2; 4 Total Red Plate 2: 5 Total Green Plale 2: 1 Telal Yellow Plate 2: & Total Brown Plate 2. 3
Plate 3 Flate 3 Plate 3 Flate 3 Plafe ¥
12113
12213
FARRE- !
22113
32333 32433 32333 32332
23333 33333 33233 33333 33333
33334 33334 33334 33334
33335 33335 33835 33325
A44724
32425
43324 43324
43325 43325
43326 43326
43334 43334 43334
43335 A3335 43335
43426
53335 53335 53335
Totel Blue Pate 3: & Total Red Pate 3: 10 Total Green Plole 3: 10 Tolat Yelkow Plate 3: 7 Tota! Brown Plate 3: &
Plare 4 Plaie 4 Plate 4 Flate 2 Plate 4
33334
34424 34424 34474
34426 3AM24
/43324 43324
43325
|33256
a43334 43334
43335
K347 EXT ¥l
S5d444 54444 54484 54444
S4445 54445 54445
Tola Blue Plate 4: 6 Total Red Plate 4: 4 Total Green Plote 4: 5 Tolal Yellow Plata 4: 2 Total Brown Plate 4: 5
Flate 5 Plate 5 ~ Piate 5 Flate 5 Piate 5

33338
43328
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Plate 5 [cont.) Plate 5 (cont.) Piata 5 [cont.) Plate 5 {cont.) Plate 5 (tont.)
43338
53335 53338
54444
84445 54448
Tolai Blue Plole 5: 3 Tolol Red Plale 5: 0 Tetal Green Plate 5: 0 Tolal Yallow Plate 5: 0 Tolal Brown Plate 5: 5
Plate & Plate & Plate & Piate 6 Plaote &
34426
43326
43426
Tolal Blue Piate &: 0 Toiﬂl_gﬁ ﬂglg 40 !gjgl Green Plglg 6. C Iglg] 1e||ow Eiah 4 0 M
Plate 7 Plate 7 Plate 7 Piate 7 Plate 7
T7777 Y777 77¥77 777¥7 7777F
Tolal Blua Plate 7: 1 Total Red Fate 7: 1 Jolol Green Plale 7; 1 Total Yellow Plate 7: 1 Totol Brown Plate 7. 1
Plate 8 Plate & Plate 8 Plate 8 Plate &
88838 3MEBES 38848 BB CEELET
BBBRG BBEBEY 33880 BEEAQ
BROCO
P05}
Total Blua Plate 8: 3 Total Red Plate 8: 2 Total Green Plale 8: 2 Total Yellow Plate 8: 2 Tetal Brown Plale 8: 2
Flala ¥ ate Plate ¥ ate ate
48889
L9000 BO9OQ BO0P0 jile e el ]
[ 9008 s8] - a:] QO3
[- oo, PP QOe e e e - 1ol s,
Total Biue Plale %: 2 Totl Red Plate 9: 3 Total Grean Plate 9: 3 Tolal Yellow Plate 9: 3 Total Brown Plate 9: 3
Plate 10 Plate 10 Plate 10 Plate 10 Plats 10
1010101010 1010101010 10103@1010 1G10101010 010101010
1811101011 1011 810N 1G1110%@11
101101012 1011301012 1011101012
1110101010 1110001010 1110101010 1Mcio0re
111910101 1 1E101@1C11 ” 10101011
111@1H1G10 T 13010 1T oNe
Pi11101010 !HHO'O]O 1111101010
TT111eld 1111711010
1211101010 121 101@10 |2 1101000
1411101010 411101010 11101010
1411101017 141”0‘0”
1412117100
Total Blue Plete 10: 3 Total Red Plate 10: £ Total Green Plale 10- & Total Yellow Plate 10: 11 Toted Brown Plate 11: 8
Plats 11 ~ Plate 11 Plate 11 Plate ate
1019101011 TOTHI010%
1031101012
1110101010
1110101017 1110101011
1110111815 1110111010
1111101010 [BR B RiedioRlsi Ik B Risdie]
11111010 111R11101C
12831Q1010
140110101C
1400101011 1411101080
412111110 141211110
1412081111 1412171811 14121111791
Total Blue Plate 11: 5 Total Red Plale 11: 7 Totel Green Plote 11: 4 Total Yellow Plite $1; 2 Total Brown Plate 1] 4
Plate 12 Plate 12 Plate 12 Plate 12 Piate 12
1011191012
1211101010
143211110
1av2l11111
Total Blue Plate 12: 1 Tokul Red Plate 12: 2 Tetal Gy : ; .
Plata 14 Plate 14 Plate 14 Plate 14 Plate 14
1411101010
411101011
1412111110

1412111111
Tolal Blue Plate 14: 4

Tatal Red Plate 14: 0

Tolal Green Plale 14: 0

Total Yellow Plate 14: 0

Total Brown Plate 14: 0
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stamps may have been because of the Post-
al Service's method of distributing stamps.

BEP is the only printer from which post
offices may order directly, To obtain
stamps from the private printers, such as
ABN, post offices must work through
Stamp Distribution Offices (SDOs).

There have repeatedly been shortages of
ABN's E&S stamps (and some post offices
were out again this March and had to re-
vert 10 10¢ Tractor Trailer stamps they
could not otherwise get rid of),

BEP could not, however, manufacture
rolls larger than 3.000 under its interagency
agrecment with the Postal Service. (It is
believed that BEP wanted it that way.) To
meet shortages, thenefore, it is likely that
Stamp Venturers was broaght into the pro-
duction pcture to supplement the produc-
tion of larger roils.

Now that ABN has iost its printing cen-
tract, the likelihood is that at first Stamp
Venturers will print rotls of 10000 while
BEP prints smaller rolls, at least until the in-
teragency agreement between BEP and
USPS is amended to allow BEP to become
the sole supplhier.

The Postal Service has announced that in
future it will seek 10 have only one printer
preduce one stamp. Because of the huge
demand for this stamp, it would be easier
for the Postal Service if the sole printer
were BEP because post offices can order di-
rectly from BEP.

E&S stamps, incidentaily, should survive
the next raic hike since they are basicaliy
undenominated stamps and wouid still sell
for 10 cents with additional postage paid as
false franking.

What the charts teli us

We know the chronological order in
which the first 23 plate-number combina-
tions were printed because American Bank
Note Co. released the information.

That, of course. was before the gag order
on the private printers.

We also know the quantities printed for
each plale-number combination, That in-
formation was provided eaclusively 1o
TPN.

And, before USPS stopped the circulation
of plate-activity reports, we also knew how
many impressions were made from each
plate,

Mike Stefun, a TPN reader, was able to
work out production tolals of some ABN-
printed stamps vsing those reports, but he
could do it for only three E&S stamps be-
cause there was too much overlap in which
the same plate (Green Plate 1, for example)
was used 1n seven combinations.

However, we knew that there were 20,674
impressions off green Plate 2. which was
used only in the combination A12213. The
impression total for A12213 is, therefore.
20,674, the fifth-smailest total of all E&3
stamps for which we have data.

Kim Cuniberti notes that the charts dem-
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Total production

¢ Nombar | mpressions Max. PNGs |
£AN 350,981 6,660,839
AR 131,550 2499450
BNVl 156,993 1982867
Az 292,031 5,548,569 ¢
aEvilk 351,713 6,482,547

N3 17,375 216,201

2213 20,674 392,808 |

L2113 44,304 59,774

433334 19.743 375,117

433333 50,275 955,225
i K32333 15,239 789,541
i 433335 21,404 405,674 ;
i M3 351,255 £,673,845
i 43335 260,822 5,331,818
i AS3335 26,332 538,118
{5 ASA445 129,5H 2461146
5 ASAAdd 140,931 2,677,689
| M3326 155,485 2958,015
YELy I 11,243 2113617
L M3 11,954 AV
M348 87,960 1,576,240
AR 121,250 4,703,750

A 45,636 857,084 |
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A3 380
i| A33334 ‘
i| A33333
| 37333
|| A33335
| M3334
i M3335
] 453335
| Ase4ds
| ASHA44
| M3326
1 M333
M3324
M3426
] 34426
H A

onstrate that the blue, green, and brown
plates appear to have worn out more ofien
whils the plates for the lighter colors did
not. This, he said, may be because it is
more difficult to see damage on Light-color
piates. A case in point is that a constant
plate flaw does exist on the yeliow Plate 1,
and it was not noticed by the printer.

The charts show this in that a yellow
plate may have been used in combination
with as many as 11 other plates, while the
highest number of blue usages was six.

Another way of noting this is that so
many ted, green, and yellow plates were
nzver used.

Matching plates

We know next to nothing about produc-
don tofals or the chronoiogical order of
prining of E&3 stamps starting with
ATT?77. What we do know 1s that ABN
made an effort starting with production of
the 23¢ USA stamp to keep all the plate
numbers the same.

“We're getting betler,” said Kelly Ke-
ough, the spokeswoman fof ABN at the
time, And 0, when printing resumed with
ATI777, all the plates matched. That was in
the fall of 1992.

The next batch was also matched: AS8388.
When printing was complaied, all five “8”
plates were sent to be rechromed while
printing began on A59999. But matched
plates ended right there. The biue Plate 9
went bad dunng production and had to be
replaced. A blue Plate 8 was put on press,
resulting in the plate-number combination
A89999,

We were not told how A83889 came into
being, but presumably, the other plates of

Platc 9 went bad and needed replacement,
too, excepl for brown Plate 9.

Guilford Gravure was able 1o keep things
under some control while it was. using the
“8" plates. No more than two combinations
were printed with any one “8” plate. Plate
9 got a bit worse, here we had three combi-
nations for three of the colors.

But all the good intentions stopped when
Plates 10 and 11 started production in the
fall of 1993. As you can see from the
charts, yellow Plate 10 was used in 11 dif-
ferent combinations with Plates 10, 11, 12,
and 14 of the other colors. Green Plate 10
was used in nine combinations.

The previous record for the iargest num-
ber of plate combinations happened while
Plate 3 was in use with ten usages of the
red and green plates and seven of the yel-
low.

Red Plate 11 also saw constant use as
other plales were in a back-and-fro be-
tween the press and the rechroming room.
Red 11 was used in seven combinations.

Changed paper specs

As mentioned earlier, the paper changed
after the beginning of ponting of the
ATT777 stamps.

To explain that, ABN referred to the first
23 plate-number combinations as “the ong-
inal order.”

Keough said the stamps printed under the
originai order werz printed on UV-dead
paper supplied by Paper Corp. of the Unit-
ed States (CPUS). Starting with A77777,
high-bright paper was supplied by Ivex.

In addition, stamps printed on [vex paper
use a red ink that does not fluoresce in
shortwave UV. (That fluorescent red ink re-
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turned on Plate A3 of the 5¢ Circus Wag-
on.)

The change in paper suppliers, Keough
said, was to compty with new paper spe-
cifications. the first inkling 7PN had that
paper specs had been changed.

What we learned

It is possibie thal either A99999 or its re-
piacement, A89599, may have had a short
production run. We won't know unless we

Gravured 10¢

A stamp that failed is being reissued
May 25.

The stamp is the 10¢ Tractor Trailer,
which drew angry reactions from mailers
because its endorsement read: “Additicn-
al Presort Postage Paid” without indicat-
ing the desired rate.

The reprint will carry the same endorse-
ment.

When it was originally issued, the
stamp was intended for all bulk mail other
than nonprofit. That meant mailers had to
add an endorsement to their envelopes
stating “Bulk Rate” or “First Class.”
Things got so bad that the Postal Service
authorized private overprints on the
stamps.

Bul the situation was quickly ameliorat-
ed when the pravured 29¢ Rushmore was
revised into the 23¢ Presorted First Class
stamp. which could be used on all first-
class mail. That left the Tractor Trailer as
the only stamp for basic bulk mail, ai-
though it still required an endorsement.

As Alan MalakofT’s storv on the front
page of this issue of TPN shows. the Post-
al Service had intended to print a gra-
vured version of the Tractor Trailer in

Tractor Trailer

The Plate Number, May 1994

can obtain production information. But we
do know that blue Plate 9 went bad. The
chants show that brown Plate © also scemed
to have had some problem, because it was
replaced to make A99968. Yet shont press
nuns do not necessarily mean high prices,
as the two tables on Page 61 illustrate.

The key is whether dealers were able to
find the stamps in large enough quantity to
satisfy demand.

The proof rests in A43324, a stamp with a

smaller production total than A32333. Yet
A32333 sells for about $228 while A43324 is
available af less than §5.

Should we ever get plate-activity data,
the charts may help us to sort out all these
many plates and make sense out of them.

Until then, this is the best we can hope

for. (]

Helping with this article were Jerry
Clark, Xim Cuniberti, Rich Nazar, and Dr.
Robert Rabinowitz.

Tractor Trailer due May 25

Denomination: 10¢

Format; Coil (rolls of 3,000) [and rolls of $00]

Issue date: May 25,1994

Firsi-day city: Secaucus, N.J.

Printer: Bureau ol Eograving and Printing

[Press: Andreotii]

Manufscturing process; Gravare

Colors: Green and gray

Size:lmage: 0.71x0.82 inches / 18.0%20.3mm
Overall: 0.87x0.96 inches / 22.1x24.4mm

Plale numnbers: two singies digils [believed ta be 11]

i [Interval: 23]

f PNC Catalog Nomber: TI0TT-11

Stamp Design Information (April 9, 1994)
Issue: Tractor Trailer (reprint, new gravure printing) (tem 7910R)

v e e R Y

rolis of 10,000 through Stamp Venturers.
That contract was canceled in 1991.

The introduction of the undenominated
Eagie and Shield. which is ciearly in-
scribed “Bulk Rate,” probabiy caused that
cancellation.

On Apnl 30, 1993, the Postal Service
sent oui a broadcast message instructing
post offices that the 10¢ Tractor Trailer
was no longer available from the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing and advising
them of automatic substitution on their or-
ders of the BEP-printed 10¢ Eagle and

Tractor Tra:ler

ORIGINAL—Stamp gave impression
that mass mailers paid less, lacked
service endorsement.

OVERPRINTED—Mailers used private
overprints to indicate service de-
sired,

Shield.

The new version of the stamp, priliied
by gravure on the Andreofti press at BEP,
will be issued May 25 at Secaucus, N.J.,
in rolls of 3,000 and S00.

The first day is identical to that of the
criginal stamp, which was also released in
Secaucus. What is inexplicable is that the
stamp is being released on the Wednes-
day prior to NOJEX. Officials of NOIEX
knew nothing about the stamp, according
to Richard J. Nazar. [}

Tractor Trailer

NEW?—TPNs guess as to what new
stamp will look like. Only cbvious
change is in plate number.
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Check these prices

PNC3 members may still deduct 5%. PNC Study Qroup members may take an added 5%. You'll love
my my no-quibble return policy, my VF quality. This list (List 11) is good through July 15, 1994.
Prices are for F-VF P5/S. Deduct 10% for PS/3 or Fine; add 25% for XF.
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in VF condition. All siamps may De relumed (within 30 days) for a
compiete refund, no questions asked. Soma strips may be in lim-
ited supply. For XF, ploase add 25%.

TERMS: Cash with order, please. Dhio purchasers, pisase add
7% Cuyahogs County 3ales lax. Sorry, | do nol accept credil
cards.

STEPHEN G. ESRATI

P.0. Bax 20130, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120
Talnphnne (216) 561-9383
FAX: (216) 752-5002
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Buying: I'm always in the market for blocks. | pay half my sales price.
Selling:

Great Americans—Buying, selling

50¢ Nimitz, Plate 2, overali tagged. $17.50 per block; 20¢ Gallaudet, Plates 8 and 9. $75 per block.
45¢ Langley airmail, overall tagged (not in Scott}, $25 per block.

My regular prlce list

festt  Dusariphion bage  Ima B ni /s
=la. b,
1544c 14 DxBL 10 LOD{15E| 20041
1544 14 DuBE i0 125 (1] 25040
2148 18 Miche B 10 25100
1845 74 Srovwsky Catiel 10 151,234
ame. piemur 20005, 4
Jame, ver! log treok 1000 &
N M ymBE 10 A5
Same. premum 350
1946 53 Qay Carel 10 0,2
2176 24 Whie BE il 31,23
1247 42 Swez Camed Iy 8010d)
' Sorme ven tog break 1000112
71 A¢Hoagm B 14 8013y
2710 44 ranagmn L IZ 4010
“Fv 44 Hanogm LE 19 512
B3 5% Buck Coel 15 @14
S, wnih g breos 10.0%3)
277 5% Hodt BF Is 11]
2177 5¢ Bodk BE ! 12542
Plale 2 worted, pay $0.45 pot block
273 56 Mumoz OF 15 70 ]
Jame, vt 7P 100U
2073 3¢ bhuoz LE 15 70 7502
1840 &4 yppmann B A5 601 120
§350 74 Baldwin 8 0 el 1 80(1)
i85 B4 knoe 0 LY 1.2043- 81
1857 54 Thayar B 25 200 2.5000
1953 10 Redl B 23 120018 25001
2176 108 Red Cloud BE kol 8511
Hea 108 Red Clad OF 30 WANT (1t
Mate 10f wanied, mﬂ.ﬂpﬂ“
2178q 104 Red Claug PE B
1854 114 Porndge OL 30 1.6012-35)
1855 134 Grazy Comdl i 221010
Same. pramum 3003, 4
1850 144 lews BL W0 Lo 1004
2177 144 Howe BE 25 12001, 2
78151 CodvBE W 2001}
2173 154 CadyBE il 4001
Mot 3 BE wemed, meﬂUﬂ Hdolliw-lll pay 51 por Weck
Hie 158 Coy O < 15012, 3
Same_ Iaqgged sdvage 1L25T11,2)
ams. woih lgging beeck: 500120 100002
1857 174 Corsan Coftral 3 2851141314
Same, premam 500 (55.19)
Same., wih agging breck} 10.001k¢]
179 174 lodovood 35 20041]
1ame, pramum 150103
1458 154 Mason Coreed % 3.50114}
1857 1S% Saquoych Cotvel A 300 ot
1860 208 Bumche Cobrdl 40 15041258 104
Same pramum 70003 4)
Same. premum 1200011, 13
1861 20% Gollowde Comed 40 I
Some, premum 12.00(5. 8
Plates 5, & wanbed: pay $6.00 por block
“ame, pramum F5C0108, 9
Plates &, 9 wonled; mﬂ?.'ollpuﬂuk
1362 204 Tman 8 50004 100011
1862a 204 T BE 110 3001
18626 208 Tum GF Papar Il 400013
1862b 208 Trum OF Poper lin 40000
NBW 208 Tamen FE shpy 45 2,50
2178 24 Coba B 40 1200
1863 228 Audubon B 40 26541 53000
1962d 224 Audbon BY 45 5.004
2182 234 Cosem B 10 3.0041)
21826 238 Conam OF kil 500010
21826 23¢ Causall OF bt 3751243
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NEW  75¢ Couan PE shny 0 3001

L 10

4000,
EL T 6

150(1]
4.50{1
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q00())
S 901}

20004

1800(2

1300(1)

300014

Destriphion Single fmsm. L M4 L' L]
o P Bl
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1B&9d  SO¢ Nimaz OF I.OO 17.500 ‘
186 50¢ Nmitz CE 7503 200013
Pate 3 OF wanind, pary S:.?SFUH.&
NP 50t Nz PE (s 100 4002
2100 S2HumphveyBE [l EO0 450 34501)
NBW  S2¢hupheytt fhry 100 430 14511,
2461 564 Havard 110 7.5010
2092 55¢ Amold BE 1.3 52000
9% 754 Wilkie PE (dul) 1.00 700 5.5041)
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T 45 Hote FE P00 1w
The feilewing sre nei Great American slomnpt, bul you may nol have them.
1894e  20% Hog B Dl 80 150013, 4
1894 204 Flog BE Shiny 475123 950020 183002, 3)

ﬂhymmml,lmmﬂhnﬁhilohnﬂﬂ.
Bl guer: irmn Plate 2 wanted. Pay $4 for PS/6, S?.!Ohr!ﬁlzo.
CHB 4 - ongley CE 100

Abbreviations used in descriptions:

Tagging: BBlock; 0«Qverall; PoPrephosphored; Ualintagged (or Untagged

seivage); T=Tagged selvage

Perforations: LaL Perforator; E«Eureka bull's eye; SE=Straight edge

I have a complete stock of ZIP and copyright blocks. All prices net. No

discounts. Prices subject to change. Some quantities limited. | pay post

age on orders over $10, otherwise please add 52 cents.

1992 Lighthouse supplements

| carry all Lighthouse products at a 15% dis-
count. Added 5% off for PNC3 members. Cali or
write for details.

STEPHEN G. ESRATI

P.0. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120
Telephone: (216) 561-9333 FAX: (216) 752-5002
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Dealer’s legitimate ploy sours a postal clerk

A dealer has made it hard for a philalei-
ic clerk by annoying an accountable-
paper clerk.

Here’s the story: A philatelic clerk had
a request for 9,000 stamps from a collec-
tor. The clerk called accountable-paper
clerks around the country and found one
who had the required stamps.

“Sell me 9,000, he said, “for a collec-
tor who needs them.”

“Nothing doing,” came the answer. “For
you, I'd do anything; but for a collector,
heck, na! I've had it with collectors.”

*“What's the matter?” the philatelic clerk
asked. “After all, we're here to sell
samps.”

1 recently had a huge order from a ccl-
lector. The check came in and was OK. I
sent him the stamps. A little later, I got
the stamps back. He had removed the
plate-number strips, and pasted up the
rest, asking me for a refund at 90% of
face.”

That, of course, is absoiutely the way
things are supposed to be done. But it en-
tails work for the accountable-paper pec-
ple.

The story tells something about the way
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz manages to
find so many new plate numbers, for it
was he who bought the coils and sent
back the scrap.

His name has now become jegend
among accountable- paper clerks.

Lighthouse supplements

Lighthouse Publications has decided
to wait until the spring of 1995 before
publishing its album supplements for PNC
coils and coil singles.

In his explanation to Dr. Rabinowitz,
Lighthouse publisher Wolfgang Schén
said he would need to await publication
of various new handbooks and catalogs,
including the PNC Catalog.

Treasure hunting

Mike Keller has been busily going
through mixtures to find PNCs, and he's
been successful. In one 3-pound mix, he
found 94 pNCs with a total value of
$170.85, based on Linn’s "Trends.” In an-
other three pounds, he found 89 PNCs, val-
ued at $117.25; 95 in a third, at $187, and
87 in a fourth at $§169.25.

Among his finds were five 7.6¢ Carre-
tas from Plate 3, nine 8.4¢ Wheelchairs
from Plate 3, and one Typeface B 17¢
Auto from Plate 5,

New tagging breaks found

Gene Ernst reports several new PNC
tagging breaks: $1 Seaplane, Plate 1, 6L
and 7L (found by Alan Thomsen) and
2¢ Locomotive, Plates 8 and 10, bar at 8L
and a complele clip at 5L (found by John
Bensko).

Indigo White House

OK’d by Foundation

Wayne Meyers has obtained the Phila-
telic Foundation certificate for Plate 6 of
the indigo and navy blue varieties of the
29¢ Flag aver the White House.

The foundation has ruled that an indigo
unused pair, submitted for expertization
by Ron Kronheim of Rita Kay Quality
Stamps, is a genuine indigo variety of the
blue stamp. On another pair, in which the
blue comes out as navy biue, the founda-
tion ruled it to be a genuine variety of the
indigo variety.

gilthe N aews Lhot Fts we Priny
“d1ont Gregt Amercoms

APS starts expertizing

Toledo Brown Rushmores

Two covers were offered in the July
auction of PNC*. Both were sent to the
expertizing service of the Amencan Phila-
telic Society. One came back with a cer-
tificate proclaiming it a true Toledo
Brown; the other was rejected as a “tran-
sition color” because some maroon was
present on the stamp.

Joe Sedivy, manager of the PNC? auc-
tions, said the rejected stamp looked good
to him and is urging collectors to submit
offered Toledo Browns to APS just to be
safe.

Detective work pays

Sedivy obtained an indigo White
House stamp on a letter. He went to the
firm from which it was mailed and in-

quired whether they had any more. A par- .

tial roll was still in the office, and the firm
and Sedivy agreed on a stamp-for-stamp
swap for ordinary White House stamps.
The roll still had 70 stamps in it, includ-
ing two plate-number strips showing the
source as Plate 7. Previous indigos were

reported from Plate 6.

Spliced self-adhesive

Tom Malek bought some Eagie and
Shield self-adhesives at the National Post-
al Museum in March. His strip had a yel-
low splice.

ADLETS
Classified ads are 15 cenis o
waerd. Thare is ne chargs for your
address. Members of PNL3 ors
entitied to ons fres 15-word adlet
each year.

WANTED PS 18x: Requiar Parfed XF-5, imperl, mis-
peri, miscul. John Tison (PNC3 473, APS, ASDA), PO
Bex 8755, Newporr Beach CA 92658. 1-800-854-
4437, (6-84)

1891 PRC GATALOS: | still have a few leff. They're $20
sach, ED. Dsnson, PO Box 158, Alderpoint, CA 85411,
(3-84)

LITTERBUG LUNCH WAGON: Blob left of wagen on
numberad stamp. PS/5, VF, $10. Esrali, FOB 20130,
Shakar Helghts, OH 44120. (3-84)

TRACTOR TRAILER OVERPRINTS wanted: Pay $2.50
for covers without piats numbers, pay $10 tor covers
with plate numbers. Mixtura clips also wanted, ingire
at Box TT, P.0. Box 20130, Shaker His, OH 44120 (3-
84)

JOIN PNC3 For datails, write Jeann Lenz, 37211 Aper
Dt., Sterling Hts. M1 48312-2203, [3-84)

GET EVERY NUMBER—Subscribe to my PNC new-
issuas servica. $25 deposit, pease. | aiso have a sub-
scription service for Housa of Farnam. AriCralt, ang
Artmaster FDGs. Esratl, POB 20130, Shaker Haights,
OH 44120, {3-94)

SAVE ON POSTAGE: Scrap from PNCs and Great Amar-
icans at 92% if you ordar at laast §100 worth. All the
first-class rates, (8¢, 23¢, 29¢. Esrati, POB 20130,
Shakar Heights, OH 44120, (3-94)

BAND TAGGING: Ken Lawrence has consigned a pane
of 21¢ Carlsons to me. Plate block, $50; plhain block,
$25; vartical pair, $10. Make checks pavable to Ken
Lawranca. First-coma, first-served. Dept. KL, PDB
20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (3-94)

ALL BACK ISSUES ol TPN are available.For 2 iist with
key articles send SASE to POB 20130, Shaker
Heights, OH 44120, (3-84)

BARGAIN: | obtained to many Unisys 29¢ UVMs
That's 2 breax tor you. Send SASE and $3 par PS/5.
Esratt, POB 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (3-94)

AUSTRIA BLACK PRINTS: Ausiria prepares a beautiful
folger containing black prints for each new sfamp.
Text is in German, but it is accompanied by an English
translation. My customei lor these gave up collecting,
50 | can accapt one subscription siarting with aarly
1994 Issuss. Price is $3 per black print {sometimes
thare are mara on each folder). Esrati, POB 20130,
Shaksr Maights, OH 44120. (3-04)
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Self-adhesives gain popularity

By Gerald H. Clark

The last update on self-adhesive back-
ing papers (TPN, March 1994), contained
several errors and made a few omissions.
This update is current as of 6 p.m., April
14.

(Yes, I've had a confirmation of a new
number in the last 10 minutes.)

There has been a tremendous outpour-
ing of responses to the errors in March. A
growing number of collectors is trying to
find all the numbers printed and several
dealers are scrambling to build invento-
ries in anticipation of collector demand.
Michael M. Karen Inc. ran an ad in Linn's
offering the numbers he had in stock. |
have even found a swap network that ri-
vals the early days of PNC trading.

The demand now seems to be coming
from PNC collectors and booklet callec-
tors.

Demand at post offices for “no-iick”
stamps continues (o increase. Many of us
have bad to wail in line behind postal pa-
trons buying them. Further evidence of
their increasing popularity is the rash of
new plate numbers on the second distribu-
tion of the Love Sunrise issue,

Dates on the outer carton label indicate
these were pnnted on March 10, 1994, On
March 28. 1 found B344-12 and B333-12 at
my philatelic window. All stations in my
area hac been out of these bocklets for al-
most a month. Since then, B3313.9, B233-11,
and B444-14 have been added to the
confirmed list. More new numbers are
likely as this distribution continues.

Another second distribution, of the Rose
bocklet, was scheduled in three areas by
Apnl 15. Four more areas are to get them
by May 20 and the rest of the country by
July 22. This shouid provide us with sev-
eral new plate numbers.

For helping with this project and aiding
in keeping the record straight, thanks to
A. 8. Cibulskas, Gregg Greenwald, Al
Haake, Doug Iams, Hank Karen. Robert
Kitson, Joann Lenz, Michael Lipson,
Alan Malakoff, Richard Nazar, Joseph
Reymer. and Alan Thomson.

Sell-adhesive master list

Code to backing text
Type A: Right side up, from UL 1o LR
Tvpe B: Upside down, from LR to UL
Type C: Right side up, from LL to UR
Type D Upside down: from UR to L1

2431a 25¢ Eugle and Shield
Booklet Allll ————emremeeene-C D
Coil: No umbers ———-=rmsssceman oo -C
2475a 25¢ USA Flag ATM
No numbers A from back

2478a Red Squirrel ATM
Dillill
D22211
D22221
D22222
D23133
Coll: No DUMDErS =em-cmeemee e mnrerasnn-
2479%a 2%¢ Rose
(UPC %4) S111 --——-——-A
(UPC81) 5111 -eemememme A
Coil: No numbers veesasares memtoemeenC
Nole: 40% of the first production was incorrectly
inscribed with the Universal Product Code (UPTS1)
for the 32.%0 African Violet booklet, instead of the
correct $5.22 for the Rose booklet.
2480a 29¢ Pine Cone
Bltc B 16 --mmemrmeeeee
Coils B] =aemm .
PNC Catalog number: SA29PC-Bi
{clear or red splices)
2522a ‘F’ (2%¢) Flag ATM
No pumber —---- —«-—-———-—--——A from back
2531A 29¢ Torch
Dioes mot apply o any of the three priotings. No
writing
MNote: There are two varieties of the booklet with
the first cover (texi only): lacquered and not lac-
quered. The second cover features an enlarged pic-
ture of the stamp.

ocoooo

29¢ Eagle and Shield
15952 Banknote Corp. of America
Bl 11-1 ~meee meeemereeree ey --B

B1]11-2
B2222-1

B3333-1 B
B3333-3 B
B3434-1 B
B33 miiniim et B
B4344-] B
BAXM4-3 cemmremrncrmcrr s e s B
B4#dd] —————————-A --B
Bad443 oo ——--A -B
Cail: No numbers ---—--—-—---A --B
{yellow of red splices)

25%5a Dittler Bros.

DHILH seereemsemir i A
D21221 —--
022322 —--
232322 weeem
32332 «—--

Coil: No numbers —-—----—-- A

2597a Stamp Venturers

51111 C

(top, center, and bottom positions}

Coll: No numbers --—-——-—-——-———- C
2598a 29¢ Eagle

MIti A B

MI12 smrrmrmemrsre s vsmeeee e A B

Coil: 111 -eormmermemcnceeennc A B

PNC Caiaiog number: SA29E-111

(clear splices)

(one row is known with numbers on the backing
al | 8-stamp inlervals with Position A}

271%a Christmas Train ATM
viiin No writing

2802a 29¢ Christmnas (4 designs)
L7281 15 | | | [ ——
V221220 e B
V3122-2112 = -eeemme e B
V2222122 wrevrmmmeesrmsmm seesnmnmnas B
v222-222] ~eeioro—— B

V222.2222 ceemmsosems v Bl
B R — - |
Coik: V1111111 corcemsoeoee B

PNC Catalog number: SA29G-V1111111
(red splices)

2803a 29¢ Snowman ATM
Vi
vzn

2813 29¢ Love Sunrise
First prinling
Blll-1
BIil1-2
B11i-3
Bl11-4
BI111-5
B121-5
B221-5
B122-4
B222-5
B22-6
Second prinling
B333-%
B333-11
B333-12
B34-12
B444-14
AT Y O
FNC Catalog number: SA29L-B1

-No writing
Mo wriling

oo o

oW

Coming new issues
29¢ Blue Jay booklet
Same, coil of 5,004
29¢ Statue of Liberty boalkdel
Same. coil of 5,004
29¢ Christmag Santa bookiel (SV)
Same, coit of 3336
29¢ Christmas ATM boaklet (SV)
“G" bookiet {Avery Dennigon)
Same, coil of 5,015
“G” ATM ( Avery Dennison)

Please send your reports w Clark at
424 Roosevelt Si, Midvale, UUT 84047-
3622, If you find a new plate number. a
photocopy would be appreciated.

Eagle self-adhesives

soak off in plain water

The 29¢ Eagle self-adhesives, made by
3M Corp. can he soaked off covers in wa-
ter without affecting the stamp, according
10 a news release put out by 3M.

TPN tried it, and it worked just fine.

The stamps were printed for 3M by Na-
tional Label Co. of Lafayette Hill, Pa.

Other self-adhesives pose problems for
collectors. Some come apart when soaked
in water; others just hold on to the enve-
lopes forever.

Some collectors have successfully
soaked self-adhesives off cover by using
lighter fluid, but the stamps come off with
a gummy residue.

Other collectors mount used copies by
cutting them off the covers with a smail
margin all around the stamp and mount
mint copies by retaining the backing.



New PNCs

FIMUSA-A4453 - The 23¢ USA stamp printed by American Baok Note with
the plate-nurnber combination Ad453. Feb. 22, (Haake)

F23USA-A4364—The 23¢ USA stamp printed by American Bank Note with
the plate-number combination A4364. Feb, 22. (Haake)

M19-A1011181812—The 10¢ undenominated Eagle and Shield with the plate-
number combination A10 11 10 10 12. Coiis of 10,000. March 25. (Dr, Rabino-
wilZ)

M18-A1111141018—The 10¢ undenominated Eagie and Shield with the plate-
pumber combination Ali 11 10 10 10. Coils of 10,000. March 1. (Dr. Rabioo-
witz)

M10-A1111111818—The 10¢ undenominated Eagle and Shield with the plate-
numiber ¢ombination Al] 11 11 10 10, Coils of 10,000. March 22. (Dr. Rabino-
witz)

M10-A1411101810—The 10¢ undenominaed Eagie and Shield with the plate-
number combination Al4 11 10 10 10. Coils of 10.000. March 1. (Dr. Rabinc-
witz)

M18-A1411181011—The 10¢ undenominated Eagie and Shield with the piate-
number combination Al4 11 10 10 11. Coils of 10,000, Aprii 14. (Haake)

M19-A1412111110—The 10¢ underominated Eagle and Shield with the piale-
number commbination Ald 12 11 11 10. Coils of 16,000, March 25, (Dr. Rabino-
witz)

MI19-A7779—The 19¢ Fishing Boat with the piate-number combinatioon
ATTI9. April 11, (Novak)

M23UVM-A11—The Unisys version of the Universal Vending Machine coil.
Issued Feb, 19.

TSC-S11smooth—The 5¢ Canoe printed by Stamp Yenturers with the plate-
number combination S11 and with “dull” gum: Listed in Stamps etc. in roiis of
10,000 in January-March issue. See article, Page 54 this issue.

New imperforates

F29WH-9—Plate 9 of the 29¢ White House Flag. Roll cf 500. Bought by Dr.
Agris, opened and discavered by Covey.

{alltext fram USPS, 1PN additions labrachets}

Reprints Result in Varieties of Exisling Stamps
WASHINGTON D.C. (March 4, 1994—Several defizitive stamps have been
reprinted with new plate numbers....

19¢ Fishing Boat Coil of 3,000

The plate numbers on the reprints are AGS67 and AT766.
19¢ Fishing Boat Coil of 5

The piate Bumbers on the reprinis are A5556 and AT667.
5¢ Circus Wagon Coil of 10,000

The plale number on the reprints is A3.
Bulk Rate Eagle and Shield Coil of 3,000

The plale numbers on the reprints are ao (A} {ollowed by ten digils comprised
of the numbers 0, 1 and 2.

{TPN pote: No specific numbers were given in the news reicase. By telephone,
the following plate-pumber combinations were provided: A1010i01010,
A1011101011, A1011101010, AL111101010, AL110101011, A1211101010.§

Bulk Rate Eagle and Shield Coli of 10,000

The plate numbers on the reprints are Al010101010, Al110101010,
ALLIG1I11010, AI111101010, A1011101012, A1111111010, A1411101010, and
Al411101011,

23¢ USA Calil of 10,040

The plate numbers on the reprims are A4443, A4444, Ad4453, and A4364.
3¢ Canestoga Wagon

The only change is a new plate number, which is 3.

Update on 1994 stamps
WASHINGTON D.C. (April 8, 1994)
Bulk Rate Eagie and Shield Coil of 10,000
There are two Dew piate-number combinations:
1412111111, The printer was American Bank Note.

19¢ Fishing Boat Coil of 3,000
One new piate- number combination: A7679.

Al412111110 and
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10¢ Tractor Trailer

The Burean of Engraving and Printicg is reprinting this stamp in coils of
3,000. The reprinted version is different from the original version in that it is be-
ing switched from intaglio to gravure printing. The plate sumber on the new ver-
sion is 11. The first day of issue is May 25 in Secaucus, N.J. There wiil be po
first-day-of-issue ceremony. [See articie, Page 62 i this issue.}

Information from ... (March 1994)
Deliveries are continuing 1o cocur on the following stamp issues in AP 7 [ac-
counting period 7, or roughly April].
Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP):
Coils 1¢ Ornnibus coil of 3,000 (Ttem 7703)
3¢ Conestoga Waghon coil of 3,000 (Item 7763)
5¢ Capoe cail of 3,000 (Itlem 7906)
10¢ Canal Boat coil of $00 (Ttem 7739)
23¢ USA First-Class Presort coil of 500 (Mem 7925)
23¢ US A First-Class Presort coil of 3,000 (Ttem 7916)
29¢ Flag/White House coil of 100 (Ttem 7922)
29¢ Flag/White House coil of 500 (Item 7923)
NDN Bulk Rate Eagle/Shield coil of 50C (Ttem 7976)
NDN Bulk Rate Eagle/Shield coil of 3,000 (Item 7977)
American Bank Note Company:
10¢ Eagle/Shicld Buik Rate ceil of 10,000 (Item 7578A)
19¢ Fishing Boat coil of 500 (Item 7718)
19¢ Fishing Boat coil of 3,000 (tem 7719)
23¢ USA First-Class Presort coil of 10,000 (Item 7927A)

Basic Level Bulk Mail mailings

with 11.1¢ Nonprofit Stamped Envelopes

[TEN Nore: We publigh this because it spells out the tiiree wayvs tc prepare 2
false franking.]

To meet cusiomer demand in the ghort term and to comtain costs. the Postal
Service will contioue prioting conprofit stamped eovelopes wilth the old 11.1¢
rate. Because the nonprofil basic rate increased from 11.1 to 11.3¢ on Nov. 21,
1993, this action requires nonprofit bulk maiiers authorized 1o use these stamped
envelopes to pay the additional postage due at the time of mailing....

Authorized ponprofit mailers may pay the difference in postage for pieces
maited at Lhe basic level bulk in one of three ways:

1. The mailer may affix a meter impression or meter strip in the
amount of the difference to each individual piece in the mailing.
2. The mailer may affix postage starmnps or 8 meter strip 1o the
mailing stalement. in the amount of the total postage difference
due for all the pieces in the mailing, rounded tc the next higher
full cent.

3. The mailer may make payment for the amount of the difTer-
ence through an advance deposit account. ..

Postal Bulietin, 1/17/94

Bill Toutant of Artmaster was quoted in the January issue as
saving he was making FDCs with strips of five Christmas self-
adhesives with a numbered Snowman at the left and an unnum-
bered Snowman at the right.

In fact, Artmaster prepared FICs as strips of four with the num-
bered Snowman as the second stamp from the left. The PS/5
strips were prepared only for Steve Esrati.

On Page 36 we said the 3¢ Conestoga Wagon must still find its
way to the C Press. Plate 2 of that stamp was printed on the C
Press several years ago.

On Page 45, in announcing an untagpged error of Plate | of the
30¢ Laubach, we said the stamp is usuaily overall tagged. It is
block tagged.
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Maximum PNCs on self-adhesives

By Alan M. Malakofl

Using UsPS ordering and shipping
records, il is now possible to determine
the maximum number of PNCs for some
self-adhesive coils.

The 29¢ Pine Cone (SA29PC-B1) was
printed by Banknote Corp. of America.
The only known plate number on the coil
is "B1.” A total of 2,006,000 coil stamps
were ordered by and delivered to the Post-
al Service.

This transiates into 400 rells of 5,015
stamps each. As the spacing between
plate numbers is 18 stamps apart, there
should be 111,444 plate-number sirips.

This number is definitely on the low
stde. The rarest. still unfound. 10¢ Eagle
and Shield (A12113) has about 216,200
stnps. However, we need to remember
that the Pince Cone coil was a philatelic
issue. made solely for collectors—either
on sale directly through the Philatelic
Fulfiliment Service Center or used on
first-day covers. Thus, it is unfair to com-
pare the Pine Cone's impressions with
any stamp issued for a nonphilatelic pur-
pose. The 111,000 strips should be plenty

{ I vour label says 3-94. renew now. ]

Stephen G. Esrati
P. 0. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Farwarding and Return
Postage Guaranieed,
Address Correction
Requested

IF 80X I8 CHECKED
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
WAR EXPHRED

for collectors.

The 29¢ Eagle (SA29E-111) was printed
by 3M Co with the numbers “111." Iis
shipping total was about the same-—
1,981,584 stamps. Translated into strips,
that works out to 110,088 PNCs.

The four-design Christmas stamp
{SA29G-V1111111) by Avery is a litle dif-
ferent as its spacing is only 12 stamps
apart. Its prindng of 2,001,600 stamps
works out to 166.800 PNC strips, probably
all *viliine”

No information is avaiiable yet on the
29¢ Love Sunshine stamp.

There are two critical assumptions 1o
this analysis:

+ Only one plale number exists on each
of these coils.

¢ The spacing of the coils (the plate cir-
cumference) matches the 12- or 18-stamp
length of strips sold by the Postal Service.

If anyone has any information to contra-
dict eithet of these assumptons, please
send it to me (in care of TPN).
Confidence will be respected if desired.

And, of course. none of this conjecture
or calculation would be necessary if the
Poslal Service would just go back to issu-
ing its old plate-impression reports. 5

22¢ Official has dull gum, 100
Ken Lawrence reports that the 22¢ Offi-
cial (which is not a PNC) is known with
dull gum.
Wayne Youngblood. who owns a copy,
said he has had it for four or five years.
But until now, nobody ever reported its
existence.
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Reports are nceded on
the incidence of finding
the following stamps in

mixtures or in office

mail: The 10¢ Eagle &
Shield, 25¢ Yosemite,
29C Rushmore, 29¢
White House. Please
share your knowledge
with others.
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