TPN is given
demo pane

of 25¢ ATM

By Stephen G. Esrati

TPN has stumbled upon a
new demonstration item for
ATMs (automatic teller ma-
chines). The item is the size of
a dollar bill and is printed in
red and blue.

Basically, it is the same as
the plastic 25¢ ATM panes sold
through  Seafirst National
Bank machines in Seattle in
1990, All that is missing is the
denomication.

The red “USA” on the demo
pane is crossed out by a diago-
nal blue line, as if a denomina-
tion were being obliterated.

The demo pane was Ob-
tained from NCR Corp., an
AT&T company. ATME Were re-
cenlly installed in offices of
Huntington National Bank,
which has offices throughout
Ohio.

I had been hunting for the
green ATM Test/Demonstration
sheet that looks like a 29¢
Torch ATM sheetlet. Such a
pane was illustrated in Linn’s
on June 20, 1994.

TPN's Huntington Bank
branch has just installed its
first ATM tmachine—and it
sells stamps.

You can buy one, two, or
three $5.22 sheetlets, The
charge is debiled to your
checking accouni—not fo
your credil card. All the sheet-
lels you buy come out of the
machine in one bunch, making
the sheetlets a bit dog-eared.
There is an extra charge of 25
cents on the entire transaction,
so you cannot buy the stamps
at face.

The stamps obtained by 7PN
were the 29¢ Torch AT™
panes.

The bank manager said she
tests the machine with real
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DEMO PANE—NCR Corp. gave TFN this pane when TPN requested a dummy pane
showing the 29¢ Torch. NCR officials said the demanstratiuon pane is used at trade
shows to promote use of NCR machines.

stamps, not dummies. She
suggested calling NCR, the
manufacturer of the machine.

NCR. acquired last year by
AT&T, gave quick and friendly
service, and TPN was prom-
ised a sample sheetlet.

But when it arrived, the
sheetet was not the Torch il-
lustrated in Lina’s, but the
pane illustrated above.

The simulated ATM is on
paper, not plastic, and is in-
scribed on the back:

SR ond the Linked Shoies Fastal Sarvicr—
& parinenship for prageess teough AT
This is curiously reminiscent
of a cardboard facsimile pane
that was distributed in May
and June of 1990 at some Cal-
Please turn to Page 106

Plate-activity reports to resume in 1995

The Postal Service will re-
sume publication of plate-
activity reports in 1995, Rick
Arvonio told a seminar of
stamp writers June 27 at Post-
al Headquarters. Arvonio is

of the seminar included:
*USPS representatives  al
stamp shows will start to carry
a full philatelic stock. This
was announced by Azeezaly
Jaffer, manager of stamp ser-

ic counters, it will go off sale
at all counters. This was an-
nounced by Michael Spates,
manager of stamp acquisition
and distribution, who oullined
a withdrawal program tied to

manager of stamp acquisition.  vices. the computerized stamp-
Other news of interest to *From now on, when a ipventory system.
PNC collectors that came out  stamp goes off sale at philatel-  Please tumn to Page 103
Old plate reports to be resurrected, Page 107
How we now treat the 15¢ Cody, Page 112
Prephosphored E&S 22222 found, Page 111
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HAVE PNCS PEAKED?

Every once ina while it pays to step back and examinc
what it is we are all doing.

PNC collecting appears healthy. The Plate Number
Coil Collectors Club (PNC?) keeps adding members. A
handful of daring souls have started up as PNC dealers in
the last few years.

Bur there are some storm clouds on the horizon

Some nasty people say it’s all because there has been no
pNC catalog since 1991,

Some even nastier people say it is becausc the Postal
Service is putting out too many things for us to collecr.
Strange, a few years back, when the Postal Service put out
nothing for us, these same people complained just as
loudly that PNC collecting had become boring.

The nastiest of all people say it is ail getting too com-
plicated because the Postal Service keeps changing the
way things are done.

But let's examine some of these views just a little,
starting with the last.

Paper specifications change. Technology changes. Old
presses die, new presses start. All this results in new
gums, new papers, new tagging, new stamps. One would
think that this is something to cheer about because it pos-
es a challenge 1o us and because it introduces some varic-
ty (no pun intended) into the pursuit of yct another plate
nimber on the 10¢ Eagle and Shiclds.

We have seen this change also because the Postal Service
(under the old regime) tried to get away from one-source
printing. The new regime says it will try to avoid put-
ting out the same stamp from more thanone printer. But
isn't it interesting to have three printers—and three diff-
erent kinds of plare number—on the same stamp, not to
mention the differences in color or gum or what have you?

That's what makes this all so interesting, so much bet-
ter than merely sticking each new issue of U.S. stamps
into the space provided for it by an album maker.

So let’s try the second argument. Too many things for
us to collect! Why the nerve of those people for putting
out 43 different plate numbers on the Eagle and Shield
(if we only count the American Bank Note issues)!

Come on, get off that podium! This has been one of the
great chases in American philately. Thanks mainly to Dr.
Robert Rabinowitz, who unearthed many of them before
they were used up as postage by junk mailers, we have
tracked down all but two numbers that were reported as
having been printed. We have never had even a report of a
used single in mixture of A12113, of which there should
be morc than 200.000 copies. T hat makes the hunt for the
wrong Bill Pickett sheets pale in comparison. So far, 118
Pickett sheets have been found; bur not a single A12113!

More recently, we let A11 10 10 10 11 get by us (if the

Letters to the editor
Alt lefters are welcome. TPN reserves the right to edit and condense let-
fers, 1o ptint them as bylined articles, of to reject them. For the sake of effi-
ciency, readers are urged to write 10 P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heighta, OH
44120, TPN will Torward letters 1o the proper authorities for replies. Un-
signed replics are by Steve Earati,
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UsPS report of the existence of such a stamp was correct).
But perhaps that one will turn up in mixtures.

When a reader complaincd many years ago to The New
York Times that the Sunday crossword was too difficult he
was told: “Puzzles arc meant to be puzzing.”

Collecting PNCs is supposed to be a challenge. You've
ncver been able to walk into a post office and buy such
items as Plate 6 of the 18¢ Flag. Plates 17 and 18 of the
18¢ Surrey were not put on sale until the 18¢ Surrey was
obsolete. Only a handful of collectors in Florida and
Texas could ever buy Plate 6 of the 22¢ Flag. Nobody is
quite sure what happened on Plate 1 of the prephosphored
25¢ Flag, but it Aew right past us and got lost.

On the other side of the cquation, the first 20¢ Fire
Pumpers sold in Cleveland were from Plates 1 and 2.1
bought only ane long strip of 50,

That is what makes all this a challenge. It beats buying
a year set and mounting the stamps into an album.

And it has to be stressed over and over that the existence
of so many plate numbers and of different papers and tag-
ging styies adds to the challenge. That's ail to the good.

So what is it that seems to have put those clouds on the
horizon? Prices are falling. Some dealers have gone out
of busincss. And, quietly, very quietly, you can hear the
rumor: “Interest in PNCs is dropping because there’s no
catalog.”

Hey, when [ started putting out the catalog in 1985, I
expected to sell 100 copies. I ran off a second printing
and the total press run was 200. You can'c tell me thar
those 200 copies launched PNC collecting. PNC collect-
ing was there first!

And let's examine the bit about the departing dealers
more closely. It costs a lot of meney to lay ina supply of
PNCs. Some dealers simply could not keep up.

If Dennis Chamberlain had had enough cash to lay ina
large stock whenhe predicted the growth in PNC collect-
ing, he would have become a very rich man. Instead, he
fell along the way as did such dealers as M&M/ Souchwest,
HaH Stamp and Coins, and Stu Kusinitz.

Let’s not sing funeral dirges yct. Things are fine.
Steve Esnali



Menia to ask

LETTERS:

The following letter is a follow-up an a leiter by Bruce Me-
nia appearing in the July issue. At thas time, Ken Lawrence
said Charles Yeager had vaken Lawrences pane of the band-
tagged 214 Carlson to BEP for
examination, BEP did not
have an explanation for the
pane. When Menia said he
had seen  other examples,
Lawrence wrged him vo share
the information.

I have discussed this
matter with several other
tagging friends and the
consensus is that my theo-
ry [TPN note: Menia the-
orized a buildup of mare-
rial, “probably dried out
or ‘pasty taggant’ left on
the tagging mat.”] is cor-
rect.

I have decided to submit
the block to the AP$ Exper-
tizing Service for a ruling.
I am also submitting a full

the expertizers

BAND TAGGING — Un- mint sheer of the same
tagged horizontals are Stamp and morc than a
missing. ozen colored shorr-wave

UV photographs.

Until [ receive a ruling on this marter, I guess we will
all juschave to wait and see.

Bruce Menia
Selkirk, N.Y.

Withdrawn USA stamps

TPN note: The writer of the following letter, Scort Smith,
spends most of bis time in Lintle America in Antarctica. He
cames home for a few months every year during the Antarctic
winter and tries to catch up then.

While reading through back issues of 7PN, [ came
across the March 1993 arucle about the withdrawal of
BEP-printed USA presore stamps.

The long strip of USA stamps I enclose was also re-
wrned to the post office because the customer said they
would not go through automated equipment. Henee, two
rolls of 3,000 were rewumed.

On one roll, there was a single blind perf that would
wrn up once ina while. The enclosed strip is for you o
dheck for anomalies. I couldn’t scc any myself.

In reply: As in the original incident, TPN was unable to
[find any measurable difference in the perforation gauge or in
the diameter of the perforation hole. But this nme, because
Scott senst in a strip of 20, we could see wha went wrong. The

exforation rows are not always at the same height on the
stamps. The first four stamps from the left have about a guar-
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Pedro’s World of PNCs

by Pedro Ortegon, M.D.

103

“I can'’t telf these new papers apart.”
I think you need special Lenzes.”

R 2 e 0 0 o0 2 0 7 0 7 Ay 72

ter of a perf hole at the top. The next seven stamps show the
perforations complete at both rop and bottom. The next two
stamps match the height of the first four. Tiwo more follow
with the perfs complete as top and bottom, and then the rest of
the strip again shows a quarter of a perf hole at the top.

While we dor's know if this was reason to recall and destroy
the stamps, its the best clue yet,

Is this the indigo White House?

I also enclose a used example of & 29¢ White House. Is
this the indigo varicty?

I have found scveral copies in mixtures, as well as some
USA stamps that are ragged, some heavily ragged and
others that are only lightly ragged. Is there any other
news on this subject?

Scott Smith
Denver

In reply: TPN has no reference copies of the indigo White
House, 50 this is nat the place to send possible indigos. In view
of the rather impossible ruling from the Philatelic Foundation
that the dark blue is 1 variety of the indigo, it seems best to
send the stamp to the American Philaselic Expertizing Service
af the APS. A ruling on how the indigo came abows is still
awited from BEP.

Is this $5 Harte unta%ed.’
Enclosed is 2 §5 Bret Harte [ thought was untagged. |
don't know if it can be considered untagged as I do sec a
spot of taggant, pare of a vertical line through the center.
In reply: TPN follows the Scott Catalogue s policy on call-
ing a4 stamp an untagged ervor or @ color-missing erver. There
must be no trace of taggant or of the supposedly missing color
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on the stamp. While untagged 35 Hartes are known, this one
cannat be termed an untagged evror.

Is this 20¢ Bunche untagged?

The enclosed 20¢ Bunche does appear to have some tag-
ging, but not mudh.

In reply: Your submission of these two stamps clearly
shows that you are using an ultravioler lamp thae does not
filter out visible light and long-wave UV. Under 7TPN's
wnfiltered Raytech shorrwave lamp, the speck of tagganc
on the Harte hardly shows up. But under a filtered Light-
house portable UV lamp, the contrast is clearly visible.
As to the Bundche, the stamp is on paper thar is so full of
brighteners, that the tagging hardly shows inthe Raytech;
but in the Lighthousc, the fluorescence is screened out and
the stamp clearly shows up as a lightly ragged stamp.
Hopkins colors

In your Summary of Data on the Great American, you
mention that there are shades of blue colors on the $1
Hopkins and that you do not know which color goes with
which plate number. Do you know yet?

I would send two or three different colors with plate
mmbers.

Carol Morchouse
Carlsbad, Calif.

In reply: TP N1 goal is vo be a clearinghouse of information.
Your offer is gratefully acknowledged, bur is answered in tie
next lester.

Are these numbers real?

{Via CompuServe) I just received the latest Plate Num-
ber. 1 tried to match up some of your numbers and found
that | was missing some Eagle and Shields, specifically:
All 1010 10 11, A11 11 11 11 10, and Al4 12 10 10
10. Do thes: numbers really exisc?

L. Schenfeld
Jolmstown, Pa.

In reply: These numbers appeared in the chart of Eds prices
on Page 80. They would bave slipped into the data bank be-
cawse these prices were found on a dealer’s price linr. They da

not exis,

Hopkins colors

My gray-bluc $1 Hopkins are from Plate 2, shiny gum,
mottled prephosphoring.

My block-ragged Plate 1 stamps are intense decp blue.

My Plate 1 overall tagged are a slightly less intense
blue.,

The duil-gum unmortdled prephosphored Plate 2
stamps arc cven less intense.

You may find it interesting to compare the $1 Hopkins
as illustrated inthe April-June 1993 Stamps etr. with the
illustratian inthe April-June 1994 issue.

In reply: It isn't really fair 2o compare color illustrations in
different editions of Stamps etc. because all the other stamps
alts appear in different bues, especially the 85 Harte.
Double entry on Willkie

There’s a double entry of the plare number on one of

the UL positions of the 75¢ Willkie. So far, T have seen it
only on the shiny gum variety.
David P. Stiff, M.D.
Charlestown, R.I
I reply: We would welcome 2 submission of that dowble en-
try for passible itlustration in TPN.

Ru.mmagin for fun
I've heard o diﬂ‘cgcnt names given to fellows like me,

but cannot think of onc right now. Every Sunday after-
noon, and whenever I believe no one is watching, | rum-
mage through the five waste receptacles inour post office.
One finds the darndese things that way!

in veply: Ab, the wonders of living in a small toun! Most
big-city post offices lock their doors an Sunday The Clovis post
office (pop. 35,000) locks its doors Sunday from 6 p.m. 20 6
am. ‘due to vandaliom ro RO, boxes, stamp machines, ew.”
That still leaves it open all day Sunday

I recently found the enclosed.

What the writer sent in is a Number 10 window envelope
Jrom GECO in Washingron, D.C., bearing one BEP-printed
10¢ Eagle and Shield. The eagles own right wing (seen on the
stamp’s lefi) bas a vertical yellow smudge, obscuving almost alf
of the detas of the feathers.

Oblique light direction shows no apparent damage to
the paper surface. The magnification I have gives the ap-
pearance of plate damage, with bits of the wing’s ridge
lines gouged out.

Pethaps someone ¢lse has noted a similar example.

H.A. (Tom) Merkel
Clowis, N.M.

In veply: The proper way to get & determinarion an an item
like this is to send it in ro BEP, but it charges hefiily for its
work, which does not always answer philatelic questions prop-
erly. And it may not be much better to send it in for expertiz-
ing because such a new stem would not be bnoun 1o the ex-
perts, civher. Can any readers help ous?

Philatelic clerks

In response to Judy Bruno's letter in the July 7PN, 1
would agree with Steve’s response that the collector com-
munity should not have to do the work necessary to come
up with a proper list of philatelic centers nationwide.
That's the job of the Postal Service.

With regard as w whether philatelic clerks should han-
dle mail orders, I don’t have a real problem with this,
but clerks should be guided by a reasonable set of priori-
ties. I think all clerks should give first priority to their
own walk-in customers, then to local mail orders, and
lastly to out-of-area mail orders.

1 was surprised to read in Judy's lerter that philatelic
clethks in Vacaville and Roseville, Calif., do not open
coil rolls. According 1o the USPS’ own “Philatelic Cen-
ters Operations Guide” (Handbook PO-201) published in
May 1988, sccrion 342 states that “philatelic outlets may
open coils of stamps as requested and sell any number to
a customer, excepr that coils having fractional denomina-
tions ... may be sold only in muldple of 10 stamps.” I



wish UsPS personnel would follow their own documented
guidelines.
Richard L. Beecher
Los Angeles
In reply: TPN has received an offer from Asociate Editor
Alan Malakoff to start compiling a list of philatelic counters.
A short story about thit effort is in this isue.

Follow-up (by fudy Bruno): To the best of my knowledge
it is not illegal to write to any philatelic center. The
problem is in what USPs’ policy is as to whether ic per-
mits clerks to respond or not. I have been mailed a copy
of samething labeled G900, which is a section of some
manual ticled Philaselic Services. 1 have no idea whether
isnew or old. I hadn't received it when I wrote my first
letter to 7PN. Bur I'd heard everything under the sun
from those not wishing to respond, everything from “No
time,, not permitted to do this,” to “You're outside of
Zone 3 and not cligible for the ‘Stamps by Mail Pro-
gram.” "

The safest thing would be to leave Washington alone as
far as mail requests go and to straighten our the listing in
Iniroduction to Stamp Collecting.

TPN note (by Steve Esrati): I took a 1993 version of this
book 1o Azeezaly Jaffer and pointed out to him that the one
philatelic window listed in it for Cleveland was closed 14
years ago and thas the two current philatelic windows are not
sted.

A corrected listing—with hours and phone numbers—
would be useful and the phone numbers would eliminate
a bundie of 75¢ directory-assistance calls. The elimina-

tion of wrong addresses and of phantom philatelic cen-
ters would also be useful.

The only problem I have is the forwarding of my letter
to Jaffer without asking. [ don’t know the man, so I
didn’t know what to expect.

TPN #ote: Ms. Bruno sent in Gooo. The section on mail or-

ders reads as follows:

Mail Orders 1.4: Mail orders for postage stamps of se-
lected quality and other philatelic items muse be direct-
ed 1o the USPS Philacelic Sales Division [now called
the Philatelic FuBRliment Service Center]. Post offices
do not fill mail orders for stamps and other philatelic
items other than orders under the stamps-by-mail pro-
gram and for locally precanceled stamps. Customers
must provide a self-addressed stamped envelope for the
remen of precanceled stamps.

Time to stop collecting

We are getting away from good, old-fashioned stamp
collecting. We have come to splitting hairs. A lot of peo-
ple like me don’t understand paper and a lot of other var-
iables for which you need an income far greater than
mine, otherwise your collection is incomplete. So all

that is lefc is ve STOR
Bob Belk
Turlock, Calif.
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Oveligrmted Tractor Trailers

Inthe Jly TPNyou printed Richard Beecher's report of
the Tractor Trailer overprinted “First Class. I have two
covers with the same owerprinterd stamp, one from Wells
Fargo Bank (return address in Petaluma, Calif) and the
other from Chase Marhattan Bank (remrn address in
Wilm ington, Del.). My overprints arc both red and inthe
same location on the stamps, the same as Beecher's and
the illustration in the Page 1 article in Linn’s, Sepr. 16,
1991. I conclude that there must have been lots of rthese
overprints used around the wuntry.

Enclosed is an enlarged copy of an overprint reading
“aLXRT" in block letters. The cover’s remrn address is
AT&T in Roseland, N.J. The overprint is blurry and hard
to see in the copy. [7PN note: We could not reproducc
it.] It's printed [horizontally across the stamp] in purple
and violet ink, with the center of the overprint purple and
the rest a much more gray violet; looks like the ink
wasn't well mixed or rwo different inks were not well
mixed.

I also noted the want ad for Tractor Trailer overprints
with your PO. Box number under adlets. Is this your ad?
[Yes.] Enclosed is my WANTED poster for these over-
prints. Have you ever seen 2ny mint copies of overprints?
[No.] I havert, nor have 1 ever seen such advertised.

I'll share information on these averprints with those in-
terested inthese stamps and usages.

Leonard Piskiewicz

WANTED

PRIVATE OVEBRFRINTH

FiEet Class and Balk Rate

ALL VARINTIES

MINT BTRIFPS AND PMNO'm

ERRORS AND VARIETIRS
UaaOoORSs o CovER

INFORMATION ON SUFPLINAS
oF THE OVERPRINTSE

CONTACT: LEONARD FINENIEWIGCE
983 MOSBE COURT
BANTA CLARA, CA #5081
(4O09) Z4a1—-4828F




106

Continued from Page 101

ifornia philatelic windows and at the Na-
tional Postal Forum in Anaheim. The
front of that facsimile did have the de-
nomination “25," crossed out like the
“USA” in our pane.

Such a pane (front and back)is illustrat-
ed on the right, courtesy of Alan Mala-
koff. Note the misspelling of “facsimile.”

Officials of NCR told Gerald Clark that
NCR machines do not need test panes be-
cause the machines are self-learning. That
means Whe machine learns the dimensions
of the item to be vended from the actual
item.

Demonstration panes such as the one we
were given are used at trade shows to pro-
mote use of NCR machines, Clark was
toid.

There is. by the way, one other major
difference between machines used to seil
the 25¢ ATM pane in Seattle and the ma-
chines in Cleveland. The machines used
at Seafirst in Seattle were made by Fujit-
su; the machines in Cleveland by NCR.

Clark was told by someone at NCR that
he believed the demo panes were printed
“by the Postal Service.”

The Plate Number, September 1994

NCR gives TPN an
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CARDBOARD COPY—A facsimile of the original 25¢ ATM pane was printed
on card stock and distributed in California. “Facsimile” is misspailed an the

rear {below).

United States Postal Service - American Banking Industry

A partnership for progress
through
Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs)

Facimilie -- ATM Stamp Skeetict
First Day of Issue
May 18, 1996
Semtile, Washington

Y L L L L PPl rF e rrrrrrrFrrrrrrrrrrryrryyryrryrFryyryrryryyyryyyy)

/

’

4 24312 Eagle

; L R T O 11.00
;247851 29¢ Red Squirred

7 D11111,D2222% . 12.00
4 D22222, D23133..............25.00
:24793 Rose

4 16691-2,16694-3 ..........11.00
#2480a Pine Cane

S BLOBIS oo 15.00
B BIB eoceenren e 12.00
4 2531b Tarch

# BCGBA $3.48 ..o 11.00
52595 Eagle Brown

J BI111-1,83434-1 .. 15.00
1R S—— 9.00
#OB2222,2 e 35.00
S BA333-1,3 o 25.00
/L 25.00
/ B4344-1, B4444-1, 3 ......15.00
4 B4344-3 . .. 40.00

N

2596a Eagle Green

D111, D21221...................9.00
D22322, D32322....cccov 9.00
032332, 054567 ............... 15.00
D42342, 54571 ................ 13.00
D54561, D65784................20.00
2597a Eagie Red .............. 9.00
2598a Eagle Blue
M1, M112 e 11.00
2M9%a Train
VI i 12,00
2802a Christmas Toys
VI11-1111,v222-1222 ......7.50
V222-2112,V222-2122 .....7.50
V2222221, v222-2222 ... 1.50

V3333333 ...7.50

Self Adhesive Booklets

2830a Snowman

VI e 11.00
V2222 .....oeeeeenennesseane 13.00
2813A Suarise Love
B111-1,2.3, 4 .o 15.00
B121-5 o, 15.00
B221-5 ..o srenae 20.00
B222-4-6 ... 15.00
B333-8-12,17 ......cooennen. 15.00
B344-11-13 ......................15.00
B444-7-10,13-19 ............ 15.00
Statue of Liberly
DU e 1400

See me for PNCs. List free.
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It’s called PYA dextri
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BEP switches to moisture-resistant gum

The Burean of Engraving and Printing
is shifting the printing of precanceled
stamps to a new untagged paper.

The new paper has a matte gum. Previ-
ous paper had shiny gum.

The old gum was regular dextrin gum.
The new gum is PVA dextrin.

Norma Upgrand, a spokesperson for
BEP, said paper specifications had been
changed and the Bureau will use up old
paper. That means we may gel several
versions of the same stamps.

Robin Minard, spokesperson for the
Postal Service, said the change took place
because the new gum is more resistant to
humidity. She said it will not be affected
until relative humidity tops 90%.

The new paper has been found on the
23¢ USA (plate numbers “11117) and the
10¢ Eagie and Shicld (plate numbers
“22222™). Both stamps are believed to be
printed on the Andreotti press.

The PNC Catalog will define the stamps
as:

M10-22222 glos
M10-22222 dull

F23USA-1111 glos
F23USA-1111 dull

When we published the new paper spe-

USA Batk Rate

b

NEW GUM—BEP-printed Eagle and
Shields with the numbars 22222 and
23¢ USA with the numbers 1111 are
known with matte gum.

cifications used by BEP in the July 1993
issue of TPN, the untagged papers for the
Andreotti press were only listed as dex-
trin gum.

There was no prior announcement about
the change of papers from the office of
Rick Arvonio, who promised to publicize
any changes by the printers.

Meanwhile, Scott F, Smith discovered a

Missing plate reports to be dug up,
except for American Bank Note’s

Rick Arvonio, manager of stamnp acqgui-
sition, has agreed to request production
data on stamps printed since 1991. That
word comes from Charles J. Peterson,
president of Writers Unit 30 of the Ameri-
can Philatelic Society.

“That’s a generous offer, and one which
could complete the record an many, if not
all, of the U.S. stamps prinled since
1991,” Peterson said.

“The USPS plans to make this data call
on stamp manufacturers as a one-fime re-
quest,” Peterson wrote to some 28 stamp
journalists in a request for lists of wanted
data. !

The lists were to be senl to TPN sub-
scriber Juhm L. Larson, co-chaimman of
the Plate Number Checklist Service of the
Bureau I[ssues Association (BIA). Larson
and co-chairman Kim D. Johnson,
pledged that they would take on the pro-
ject and distribute the data.

TPN has sent portions of its master list
of PNCs and Great Americans. But it dis-
regarded Peterson’s time lmitations of
“stamps printed since 1991.” That was be-
cause BEP often delnys release of cancela-
tion dates and total production for many

years after printing. Several instances
come to mind, such as the B Press ver-
sions of the 1¢ Omnibus and the 2¢ Loco-
motive.

TPN concluded that if the plate-activity
reports had continued uninterruptedly af-
ter the 1992 postal reorganization, some
data on the older issues would have been
issued during a BEP house-cleaning (as of-
len happened in the past when hundreds
of plates were canceled).

Peterson set an cutoff date of Sept. 1 for
getting the lists to Larson.

“For understandable reasoms, the USPS
will only send the requests to stamp pro-
ducers with whont they have a current
contractual relationship. That means no
requests will go the American Bank Nole
Company. That will leave a significant
void, which [ hope we can find some al-
ternative way to overcome. Please list
ABN-produced issues as well,” Peterson
said.

If Arvonio had not issued his gag rule,
all that ABN information would have been
made available while ABN was still under
contact. But ABN has now shut down its
Washington office.

10¢ undenominated Eagle and Shield
printed by BEP with the numbers “11111"
on prephosphored paper.

Smith found his one used copy in a mix-
ture.

Later, 22222 was also found on prephos-
phored paper.

This finds raised speculation in the PNC
Study Group some of whose members
went on a tour of the BEP during the NAR-
EX stamp show. At each press’ control
station, a PMU (phosphor meter unit) me-
ter was found.

This allows pressmen to check on
whether tagged stamps have enough tag-
ging.

The fact that several stamps printed by
BEP that were supposed to be untagged
have found their way to collectors on pre-
phosphored paper leads study group
members to the conclusion that pressmen
don’t bother checking on the tagging of
stamps that are supposed 1o be uniagged.
Sa prephosphored precancels slip through
the system.

JOhy)

1991 PNC Catalog: Page 4—The footnote for
the Eric blue varicty of Plate 4 of the 22¢ Flag
leads one (0 believe that the Esrati report on this
find was the first. Actually, Williso H. Hatton re-
ported & previous find (without plaze number) in
Lins’s of May 19, 1986.

TPN: Page 19—Sicve Esrati asked when the
plate numbers were moved out of the perfs on
the Great Americans. André Thiele points out
that Esrati published this information a3 Foot-
nole 16 in A Summary of Data on the Great
Americans.

Page 69—TPN credited the finding of the un-
denominated 10¢ Eagle snd Shield with the
platc-number combination “14 11 10 10 11" to
Al Haake on April 14. We ware off on both 1o
ports. It was discovered sround March 33 by
Sam Frackman, whao does not read TPN.

Page 71—The First-Class Presort “G™ stamp
was printed by Stamp Venturers,

Page 72—Ken Lawrence's reply to Richard
Schulman was about the untagged 2¢ Locomo-
tive,

Page 80—We itcluded three Eagle and Shicld
stamps in owr pricing chart that do not exist.
They were: All 10 10 10 11, A1l 11 11 11 10,
and Al4 12 10 10 10. The prices quoted for ALl
10 10 10 11 were really for All 10 10 10 10,
which was omitied from the chart.

Page 86—The Dittler Bros. Eagle and Shield
Coil was listed with liner C. It should have said
liner A.

Page 38-The couy for the gravured Circus
Wagon listed as TSCW-A3 should bave aaid,
“Numbers saay ‘A3 "
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Plate-activity reports

Continued from Page 101

= The Bureau of Engraving and Printing
is stll not yet printing any rolls larger
than 3000, Arvonio said, although it has
the ability to do so. BEP printed the B
Press 2¢ Locomotives in rolls of 10,000

« As of the date of the seminar, BEP had
exceeded ils fiscal year stamp-printing tar-
get by 30 million stamps.

= There is no incentive to stamp printers
to create a coil issue with many plate-
number combinations because each con-
tract is for a fixed price. In fact, Arvonic
said, it is to the printer’s advanlage to be
as cost efficient as possible during print-
ing and extra plate (and. consequently, ex-
ira plate-number combinations) would, in
fact, reduce profit.

Plate reports

Plate-activity reports will be issued
quartetly, Arvonio said, and will be com-
piiled 30 days after a stamp fnishes
shipping. Unlike the old plate-activity re-
ports, the new forms will include all re-
turns to press.

The front of the form to be filled out by
printers is shown on the opposile page.
The back allows line-by-line entry of a
piate’s color. plate number, date ap-
proved, date on press, date off press, date
destroyed, and gross impressions. In addi-
tion, there is a space for listing the order
of color appiication (which reflects the
digits in the plate-number combination).
Additionally, there is space lo report on
the quantity printed for each plate-number
combination.

While American Bank Note did furnish
TPN with quantites for each plate-
number combination printed. other print-
ers did not report those data.

The reason the program does not start
untl 1995 is because USPS needs (0 nego-
tiate with BEP to capture all the data re-
quired by the new Stamp Production In-
formation Report (and also needs to
renegotiate present contracts with private
contractors).

There was some discussion about pro-
viding plate-activity reports for the three
years in which the dala were nol com-
piled. Jaffer put it on the list of items to
be studied.

Charles Pelerson, president of Writers
Unit 30 of the American Philatelic Socie-
ty, who helped organize the seminar, not-
ed that the information is recoverable and
urged postal officials to retrieve it.

Later, old reports were promised (see
Page 1G7 of this issue).

Free riders
Peterson noted that there was some peril

in the attendance by several persons who
are not members of Unit 30 at the semi-
nar. Several of these persons do not write
for any philatelic publication.

He said he was attempting to retain a
mix of writers ranging from those work-
ing on catalogs, to those with Sunday col-
umns, reporters for the weekly stamp
press, and editors of specialized journals.

The free riders at the seminar also ate
dinner the previous evening on the Postal
Service's lab.

Philatelic counters

Jaffer, responding to a question by a
TPN reader in the July issue, said he had
no idea where philatelic counters are. He
said at both the dinner and the seminar
that he believed 100 of them were in Pitts-
burgh alone, aithough this may have been
said facetiousiy.

Jaffer told the writers that he was aware
of the wide disparity of service from one
philatelic counter to another and hopes to
correct this by training philatelic clerks
and bringing all philatelic counters under
the aegis of his office.

Nonprofit ‘G’ stamps

Arvonio agreed with several writers that
there was absolutely no need to print “G”
stamps for nonprofit, first-class, or first-
class presort rates because those rates
wonld be met by the generic service-
inscribed stamps now available.

“That decision was made by the previ-
ous administration,” he said.

“The clock is ticking’

In answer to Richard Nazar who had
sought information from the private sec-
lor, Arvonio pointed out that someone has
to pay for the work done (o find the data.

In one case, Nazar obtained information
from Avery, which sent it to Robin Min-
ard. She tumed it over to Arvonio, who
sent it back lo Avery, saying, “We did not
order this.”

The point was that if the Postal Service
requests information, it pays for the work.
If anyone eise asks for information, the
Pastal Service still gets billed.

But that policy does not appear to be
evenly applied. Arvonio distributed a let-
ter about a perforation variety on the
Hank Williams sheet stamp from Richard
Sennett of Stamp Venturers to Wayne
Youngblood dated June 21. There was no
indication that a copy of the letter had
been sent to the Postal Service. The letter
referred to & prior telephone call from
Youngblood to Sennett.

When writers questioned this, Arvonio
said: “That's OK, we asked for this.”

But Linn's of July 11 carried a long arti-

cle by Youngbilood detailing how he onigi-
nally found out the details from Seanett in
a June 13 telephone conversation.

But when Nazar wrote a printer, not
only did he not get the information, but
after it was unearthed the information was
withheld by Arvonic. Different strokes for
different folks.

Stamp withdrawals

Spates said that when a stamp goes off
sale, it goes off sale everywhere.

He said the stamps are now pro-
grammed to stay on sale a year while in-
ventonies are monitored. When stamps do
not sell, they will be pulled back from
regular windows to the Stamp Distribu-
tion Offices. Philatelic counters will con-
tinue sales.

While they remain in the Stamps eis.
catalog, sales will continue at phiiatelic
counters. But when phiiatelic sales are
halted, it will be on an issue-by-issue ba-
sis.

It was not certain how coliectors will
learn when a stamp is withdrawn.

Self-stick popularity

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz noted the popu-
larity of self-adhesives. Spates agreed, but
said the magnitude of the shift to self-
adhesives is still undefined.

Spates said some of the recent success
of self-adhesives was the change in the
program that stopped charging a premium
for such stamps in March of 1993.

He said initial printing orders for self-
adhesives had gone up and that the Postal
Service is still researching a linerless coil
while also hoping to markel a reusable
dispenser.

Tractor Trailers

Spates said the pravure reprinting of the
10¢ Tractor Trailer took place because
supplies had dropped. [See chart on Page
110.] He said sales had continued and us-
age had, too. He said it is always policy to
give mailers a choice between two de-
signs for the same purpose, and the Trac-
tor Trailer is the alternative to the 10¢ Ea-
gle and Shield.

Transportations’ future

Although several USPS officials did re-
lease information to the writers in ad-
vance of the date on which such news was
supposed to be made public, the writers
were unable lo get any information on the
future of the Transporttion Series or the
Great Americans.

James Tolbert, manager of marketing,
said an announcement would come in late
summer or early fall.
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STRMP PROOUCTION INFORMATION REPORT

[ Shoet......... Subjects per shest:
[ Booklst ... Subjects per bnakiat:
Subjocts per pane:
OCol......Skxs) [O100
0 3.000

o500

0 10,000

Other:

lesus Typa: O New O Raprint

Stamp Type: ClDefnitive O Commemoralive
ASpecia O Classic Collacton

Sariss {if appiicable): .

First Day of Issus:

4 Contrict tniermation (Wiere appircabio)

PPaper dnfarmahion

USPS Hem Number:
Designer:
Modgler:

Process({ss): O Gravume 3 Ot
Press: Manuiaciurer:

Modat:

T ntaglio

Cylindar Layout: Subjecis Per Revolution: __

Contract No.:
Delivary Order No.-
Contaztor:
Chy/State:

Supplier:
Cly/State:
USPS Spaciiication Number:;
O USPS-P-1181A
O USPS-P-1238A
Size: Widih:
Converier:
Adhasive Type:

Type: O Pra-phosphored Paper T Typel OType il
0O Phospher Tagged Paper O Block D Overall
O Untagged (Type i)

ferforation:Die Cutung Informahon

Type: O Hortz- and Venical 0 Die Cut

0O Morizantad Only O Imperforsie (Nons)
0 Verticet Only
Prooasa: O On-lina QO Ofi-ine
Equipmeni Type: (I Rolary O Strohe
Manutactyrer:
Model;

Finisher Information (if ditforent from protor)

Subjects Across: ___ . | Finlshar
Bubjscts Around: . | Chy/Stale:
Ink Manufacturer Servioa(es): [J Culing'Skcing 01 Perforating
Ink type: O Die cutting 0 Binding
Colors: 0 Packaging O Bhipping
Other:
[ mone than ana presx was used, record #28 addiconsl press
informazion in the Notes secson.)
Supplier Representative: —
Sampla Recalved By: — Date:
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Opening inventory ol storl of A/P
Received ot BEP vault during A/P
Shipped by BEP lo posimasters during A/P

Ending inventory

Item 7910—Tractor Trailer coil of 3,000

Shown by U.S. Postal Service accounting period (A/P)

AP S AR b AMPT
1/8-2/4 2534 354N
2,09 209 209
60,000

234

2,09 2,096 59,792

AP 8 AP AP 10
424/ &/N-5/7 S/BH/U
59,792 N7.4616 171,056
60,000 60,000 60,000
2174 6,560 3,584
117,616 171,056 227472

Study group is wrong about Tractor Trailers

The writers” summit called by USPS the
day after NAPEX 94 was a follow-up of a
similar conference in February where
much was promised to the assembled
wnlers—including access to the print-
ers—and little was delivered.

A guestion raised early in the June meet-
ing by members of the Plate Number Coil
Stuty Group was aboul the need to re-
punt the 10¢ Tractor Trailer stamp.

According to information reaching the
study group, the stamp was an unmitigat-
ed disaster.

* Mailers did not want to use it,

» The stamp was flooding vaults of post
offices all over the country.

So, we asked Michael Spates, manager
of stamp acguisition and distribution. He
said the stamp was needed and was in
short supply so a reprinting was ordered.

Spates showed irritation when it was in-
dicated to him that the study group had
seen the actual tolal of all stamps in post
offices and that the number was huge.

“1 don’t know,” he said, “how you can
get into the internal Postal Service com-
puter system, but we’ll have to ook into
that!”

He said the supply was low, and he was
right.

He requested a printout of supplies and,
when it was brought to the meeting room,

read the quantities shown in the table
above.

The lable reflects the stock remaining in
the vault al BEP, not the balance in the
field.

The study group checked the towl in the
field as of July 15 and found that there
were 43,000 rolls of 3,000. That figure in-
cludes the 14,624 rolls shipped out by BEP
during the period covered in the chart.

That would indicate a low number when
the reprinting was ordered.

Spates said it is USPS policy always to
give mailers a choice of two designs. The
alternative to the Eagle and Shield is the
Tractor Trailer.

Details on self-adhesive Statue of Liberty coils

By Alan M. Malakoffl

In the July issue, TPN discussed
the details of what full rolls of
seif-adhesive coils look Like. A de-
tailed study was performed since
then on a roil of the recenily re-
leased Statue of Libenty coil.

The Libenty stamp, printed by

Avery, is produced in coils of
5,004 (278 strips of 18). it comes
with the liner perioraled (actually,
more like rouietting) every 18
stamps.

The roll is shrink wrapped with
a rectanguiar label (515 x 43¢
inches) on the outside. The label

is very similar to that used by Avery on the Christmas coil—both
in size and content. Il includes a2 manufacturing date and a plate
number. Although it is in the same typeface, there is an overprini-
ing of information on the plate-number line. This indicates thal the

iabel may have been printed in two steps rather than just one.

The wrapped roll is 814 inches in diameter. Within the wrap is a
piece of cardboard to bold the roll firm. The cardboard is circular,
just less than the diameter of the mwil.

™ 666l SELECT
STATLE OF LIBERTY COLS (PERFORATED)
ary: 1 RALL GF S004 STAWPS

$ 29/STAP

DATE  05/18/94

A bl 5145196 PER ROLL/COIL
PLATFCEIO]
FNUF AVERY DENNISON

POSITIVELY NOT TO BIE F_acEd ON

SALE UNTIL THE DAY FCLLOWING TH=

FIRST-DAY—~SALE DATE AS AMNOUINCED
N THE FOSTAL BLLLETIN

OVERPRINTING, shawing “Plate, Coil, D1111," is circled.

The roll is taped closed with a small picce of red tape. It look
similar to the tape found on several splices of other issues. The end
of the roll is at the perforation. The header strip is equivalent to 36
stamps, or two full perforated strips. The header strip shows evi-
dence of die culs.

|TPN note: This may indicate that the headez strip originally had
stamps adhering 1o it and that these were rernoved before packag-
ing.]

The stamps on the roll start at a perforation, so the numbered
stamp is the fifth one in. The roll ends on a perforation (Lhus main-
taining the multiple-of-18 count). The inner end of the liner is
glued onto the core.

The core of the roll had the standard three-inch diameter. How-
ever, the core ilself was thicker than those seen in the coils previ-
ously examined—about balf-inch thick versus a quarter inch previ-
ousiy. The backing paper near the two perforations closest to the
core was damaged and tom, probably by the core-cuiting opera-
tion.

This particular roli had no splices. Ken Lawrence and others
have found splices on other Statue of Liberty strips.



Fuck £, Soleswortly

u8 Weatom fhirest .
Eaaton. Sassachesetin 52100

Garald L. Robbins
C Leron Orive
e B2 orha Linda, CA 92686

REGISTERED MAIL

Cover of the Bi-Month by Richard L. Beecher

This cover illustrates a problem faced by postal hislorians who
attempt to document rates in their collections. This registered
cover, mailed by one stamp dealer to another, has $5.30 in post-
age made up of ten 50¢ Nimitz stamps and one 30¢ Laubach (all
block-tagged). But how does one caiculate the registration fee
and the postage?

Naow with the aid of the newly published book by Henry W.
Beecher and Anthony S. Wawrukiewicz, U/.S. Domestic Postai
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Rates, 18721993, the task is much easier.

The March 16, 1988, postmark is covered by rates that went
into effect on April 3, 1988. A quick check of the tables in the
book tells us that the $5.30 is made up of $4.85 for registration
(with insured value between $100 and $500) and 45¢ in postage
(25¢ for the first ounce and 20¢ for the second).

If you have a candidate for cover of the bi-month., please send
it to Richard L. Beecher, 2641 Locksley P1., Los Angeles, CA
90039,

Prephosphored BEP E&S 22222 found

A customer of Kim Cuniberti, who
wished to remain anonymous, has found
four rolls of 3,000 of the 10¢ undenominat-
ed Eagle and Shield, printed by BEP with
the plate-number combination “22222,” on
prephosphored paper.

could be taken to the printer, so he decid-
ed against publishing an ad in TPN, fear-

ing he would be sold out before the issue
was received by subscribers.

Constant plate varieties—Report 53

By A. S. Cibuiskas
Three rolls are normal; one shows the
“extra blue 1" flaw, which looks like a  10¢ Tractor Trailer

blue plate number to the right of the oth-
ers.

It is the third prephosphored number
combination from BEP. Earlier, Cumberti
himself found a small quantity of “22221."
Recently, Scott Smith found a single used
copy with “11111" in a mixture.

Cuniberti is advertising his strips al $20

F-VF, $24 VF, and $28 XF. His ads in
Linn's appeared before this issue of TPN

a. Plate Numbar 22—Deat 1o right and below plate
pumber. (Maves)
10¢ Esgle and Shield
a. Plate Number 22221, BEP—Black dot above
and right of right wing. Constant at 1L. (Scott Ad-
ams}
TPN note; Since there is no black plate on these
stampse, the dot must be either blue ar brown
b. Plate Number 8B389—Misregisiralion of the
green $, aimost touches the yellow 8. (Moreau)
25¢ Yosemite
a Dlate 2, prephosphored—"Excised ‘A" " flaw.
The “A” of "USA" is missing on ail stamps. {Rose)
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How we now treat the 15¢ Cody

The foilowing is a reprint of the way we now lreat the 15¢
Cody in the Summary of Dala on the Great Americans. This revi-
sion includes the prephosphored Plate 1 stamp. it drops the list-
ing of Plate 1 with overall tagging.

15¢ Buffalo Bill Cody (A Press)

Plals Assignad Corlifisd Presz SPR ToPrass  Cancoled [mpress,
180004-1 04/42/88 04/25/88 702 800 054088 12M2/BB 2,055.219
1840985-3 117279 M/4/80 702 300

“Iss ued: 06/06/28, Cody, WY Shippad; 2,085,400,000

15¢ Bulfale Bill Cody (D Press?
Plale Mtigned Corliied  Premt  3PR sPrass  Conesled  improst.
1802012 0501788 902 800

The 15¢ Buffalo Bill Cody stamp is the onc value of the Great
Americans that has received the greatest attention from philatclic
researchers. This is so because of tagging differences and a re-
entry first noticed by PNC dealer Craig Selig.

According 1o Geotge W. Brew.M a re-eniry “is the second or oth-
er multiple entry of a subject on a printing base without erasure
of the preceding entry or entries. The purpose is to extend the
life of an image carrier that has deveioped wear to an unacceptable
degree” {emphasis in original).

Brett iilusirates the re-entnes; but if these interest you, you are
urged Lo tum to his articles.

Eatlier, Charies Yeager's had noted tagging vanieties on the Cody
stamp. To explain the differences, his article included photographs
of two types of tagging mat used on the A Press, one for block tag-
ging and one for overall tagging.

Yeager said the stamps from Plate 1 were first printed on the A
Press. Sleeve 2 followed on the D Press. Then, the A Press (which
had been shit down duting the latter part of 1988) was used again
in July 1989 to print more Cody stamps from Flate 1.

Yeager then tracked down the actual plate activity for Plates 1
and 3.

Plate 1
OnPress impross. | Engraviag Vanil
From Ta Frem To
0SD4/B8 051088 444000 C5M1/B8 (05/1888°°
0519/88 05/20/88 77.000 0572088 06/26/88" 0s5/26/88
o7Mem9  De/108g 385719 08411/88 0852989
(9M5/89  09/068% 130,000
10M10/89 1071880 155000  10M8/B4 10720/89°
10088 110780 715500 §104/88 1103m4
* Dachtoma, ra-8ntries, rachrome
**Dechrome, repaif, rachrome
Plate 3
On Press Imprass. In Engraviag Vauht
From To From Ta
MA4B0 017210 418,500 01,22/90 0127807
00200 216080 412,500 0222/90 0272250
07/24/90 07/27/60 242478 07/28Mm0 Q72850
09/01/90 **

* Dechrome, re-entries, rechioms
**Dechrome, rapair, rechrome

Yeager said the data were not altered, although he spotied sever-
al clerical errors in them. “But for my purposes the information is
not skewed by the mistakes,” he added.

Our first task, then, is 1o check Yeager's data with the data we
were provided by USPS.

Both certified dales are from Yeager. And, as you can sce, no re-
tamns to press were included in any of the plate-activity data from
BEP. Nor were the impression tolals stated.

Yeaget's point was the tagging differences. His matched set of
plate blocks from Plate 1 were on prephosphored paper, which he
bought when the stamps first went on sale.

His conclusion:

My guess is that the Buffalo Bill stamps were first printed on
phosphorsd paper in May 1988, Stamps printed from Sleeve 1 with

black tagging, | believe, wers printed no aarlier than July 1989,

How about the stamps from Sleave 37 Which tagging variaty oc-
curred first—the block-tagged stamps or the stamps tagged overall
px¢apt on parts of the seivage? My guess is that the block tagging
occurred first,

Platc 1 stamps exist with block tagging and on prephosphored
paper. The prephosphored paper, however, does not appear white
in daylight and gives the impression of the paper color we are used
to seeing on stamps where the tagging was applied after printing.

It is now believed that this prephosphored paper was from a
paper sample. A variety of the prephosphored paper is known on
medium-bright paper, meaning that it fluaresces in long-wave UV.

Overall tagging of Plate | may exist, but see Brewt!®. Brett says
outright that the stamps from Plate 1 exist only on prephosphored
paper and with block tagging.

Plate 2 {from the D Press) is known only with overall tagging,
with untagged as well as tagged selvage. Plate 2 stamps show an
untagged 2mm horizontal break near the top or bottom margin,
confirming that the stamp is overall-tagged, even on single stamps.

Plate 3 is known with block tagging as well as with overall tag-
ging and tagged selvage.

Known Cody raricties
Plates 1. 3: Block tagging. Paper [II. Bull's-eye perforator

Plate 1: Prephosphored paper, Bull's-eye perforator. Paper I (slightly
fluorescent in long-wave UV, Na E-E

Plate 1: Prephosphored paper. Bull's-eye perforator. Paper I (bright bluish
white in long-wave UV). No E-E

Plate 2: Overnil tagging (tagged stlvage). Bull's-eye perforator. Paper IMIb.
Short, stubby E-E.

Plate 2: Overall tagging (untagged selvage). Bull's-eye perforator. Paper [a.
Short, gubby E-E

Plate 3: Overall tagging (vntagged seivage, some also untagged at top or bot-
tom). Bull's-eye perforator. Paper illb. Illn. No E-E
Plate 2 has been found with & horizontal tagging break st bottomi of pane.

14 George W, Brett, ol the BEP, Specifically on the 15¢ Cody of 1988," (U5,
Spacialin, hire 1992, and continuation, June | 994.).
15. Charles Yeager, “Ioside Washingion,” (.5, Specialin, Febveaary 1991).
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That ends the excerpt from the Summary. Now some history.

By Stephen G. Esrati

The question about the existence of the prephosphored Plate 1
Cody was first raised by Michael Kinney, who kept sending ex-
amples of the stamp to Wayne Youngblood for authentication.
Youngblood always sent the stamps back saying they were over-
ali tagged.

Youngblood said at a PNC* meeting at the 1993 Plymouth
(Mich.) Show that he had never seen a prephosphored Plate 1
Cody. That was in April. Within three months, Youngblood
changed his mind. but did not tell TPN.

This was how the "controversy” reached the pages of TPN. At
each stage of the discussion, TPN attempled lo verify new re-
ports. It did so by asking Youngblood, the PNC Study Group's
authority on tagging, and by asking BEP.

Youngblcod now says that he thought the stamps were prephos-
phored when he first saw them, but had his mind changed by
BEP, which said there were no prephosphored Plate 1 Codys. BEP
held that position until 1993. Youngblood believed BEP.

When Dr. Robert Kugel reported that he had verified prephos-
phoring by using a microscope under UV illumination (letter in
Sept. 1993 issue), TPN again asked Youngblood and BEP.

Leah Akbar of BEP checked with the pressmen, who checked
the printing logs. She said: *All Cody stamps from Plate 180004-1
wete prinifed on LP-40 paper.” LP-40 paper is unlagged.

TPN sent the blocks examined by Dr. Kugel to Youngblood for
his examination after the Piymouth Show but before Yoangblood



attended the 1993 APS stamp seminar at State College. He pro-
nounced them overall-tagged.

Tn March 1994, on a visit to Cleveland, Ken Lawrence said he
believed that Ms. Akbar’s report was based on the use of sample
paper for that prephosphored printing because BEP always uses
up all paper samples. Lawrence said he did not believe paper
samples were chronicled in printers’ logs. Thus, use of a prephos-
phored paper would not have been found by checking BEP
records.

There were, of course, contrary views. First of all, there was
Yeager’s otiginal report that the stamps were first printed on
phosphored paper. The problem for Kinney (and for TPN) was
that Yeager said: “My guess is that the Buffalo Bill stamps were
first printed on phosphored paper.” That is hardly & conclusive
statement.

So TPN called Yeager. Yeager said he could not tell a phos-
phored stamyp from an overail-lagged one.

There was also the cited article by George Brett in the June
1992 issue of The United States Specialist, in which Brett said:

The tagging situation may give us a lag up on what printing(s)
produced tha re-entries | have seen. | would considar the narmal
spacimans from sleeve 1 with fresh-appearing prinis and pnos-
phored papar to be from the first printing of May 1988, The block
tagging that shows cn all of the re-enterad pieces { have chacked
could have come from either the third printing of July 1989 or the
sixth prinling of the October-Novembar 1989, According to Yeager

{1991), tha sixth printing presemably had overall tagging. [Empha-

sis added]

And here we have another guess just like Yeaper's. The sixth
printing “presumably” was overall tagged.

TPN has been critcized for raising the issue of whether pre-
phosphored Codys existed. Raising the issue went against the
prevailing dogma. It was at odds with other published sources.

But the minute TPN heard from Youngblood that Richard
Schulman’s Codys had “made a believer out of me” TPN printed
that report. (*Yes, Virginia, there is a phosphored Cody,” Page
38, March 1994.)

The trouble here was that Youngblood was convinced during
the summer 1993 stamp seminars of the American Philatelic So-
ciety; 7PN learned of his change of mind in time for the March
1994 issue, which went to press Feb. 15.

The controversy now turns to the existence of verifiable over-
all-tagged stamps from Plate 1. All the Plate 1 stamps in my
stock were sent to Dr. Kugel. He checked them under his micro-
scope. They were all prephosphored. He did make one discovery
though. One of my blocks was on high-bright paper.

That finding would probably skew Brett’s findings reported in
the June 1994 ULS. Specialist, where Brett removed the gum be-
fore viewing stamps in UV. He found the back of the stamps dead
inuv.

Breit wrote:

My diagnosis is that this is a phosphor face-coated paper with
the phosphor appliad priar to printing. | have confirmad this by re-
moving tha gum from a biock, to eliminate that faclot and clearly
gstling a “dead” reading for the back side.

What would Brett say about the high brights?

Brett also excluded the existence of overall-tagged stamps from
Plate 1:

Woe also clarify that only siseve 1 State 1 panes had face-applisd
phosphor bafore printing; al¥ others had olock tagging aftar print-
ing. This statement does not apply to the siseve 2 panes. (Empha-
sis added|]

“State 1” in Brett’s usage is the original plate before re-entries.

His whole article, of course, is about re-entries and not about
the tagging.

Readers are asked to send in any Plate 1 Codys they believe to
be overall-tagged. All will be checked. This may be laken (o
mean that TPN doubts the existence of the sixth printing, which
was “presumably” overall-tagged.
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It took 10 years
to get 20¢ Apgar

The July-August issue of
Museum Post Rider, journal
of the Cardinal Spellman Phil-
atelic Museum, has a front-
page story by Dr. L. Joseph
Butterfield, a pediatrician,
about his 10-year battle 10 get
a stamp for Dr. Virginia Ap-
gar, also a pediatrician.

The Apgar stamp—as a
definitive in the Great Ameri-
cans Series—is to be issued
Oct. 24 at the annual meeting of the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics (AAP).

Dr. Butterfield tells of the appointment of a steering committee
by the academy and the appropriation to the committee of a
“modest” budgel to steer Apgar through the Citizens Stamnp Ad-
visory Commitiee.

The AAP offersd staff support to the steering committee from

their Washington alfica (Susan Campball) and the Maxh of Dimas

loansd a labbyist from thair Washington office (Anne Harrison-
Clark) to support the project....

Harrison-Clark and CampbeaH laid out ths process for the namina-
tion and selsclion of a commeamaorative stamp....

The formal nomination of Dr. Virginia Apgar for a postal stamp
was carried to the USPS office in February of 1987 and a long wait
bagan.

Thiz was a well orchestrated full media blitz, including syndi-
cated columns in newspapers, and Washington contacts through
Rep. Patricta Schroeder.

The sponsors were told iz 1990 that a stamp would be issued,
but not when.

Late in 1693 the AAP offica received an inquiw from the USPS as
go ghu r:,mst desirabis event whers tha Apgar stamp might be
pidacted.

The stamp was finally announced at the preview of the 1994
stamp program.

| have a FAX

"All | want is the FAX, ma’am,” said
Sgt. Friday of "Dragnet.”

1 had to cave in. Incoming FAXes at my
neighborhood printer were costing me a for-
tune, so [ put in a new phone line dedicated to
my FAX modem.

You may still send me mail by on-line servic-
es {the numbers are in all my ads), but you
may now send me FAXes at {216) 561-6030.

This will work well for FAXing photocopies of
things you wish to call to TP 's attention, but
if the copies are to be printed in TPHN, I'll still
need a mailed copy.

Steve Esrati
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New PNCs

Mis-11111—The 10¢ Eagle and Shicld from the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing with the numbers
“11111" on prephosphored paper. Found only as one
used copy on paper in a mixture by Scott Smith.

M16.22222-—The 10¢ Eagle and Shield from the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing with the numbers
“22222" and with marte instead of shiny gum
Found by Dr. Robert Rabinowitz in his own stock .

M10-22122 —The 10¢ Eagle and Shield from the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing with the numbers
“22222" on prephosphored paper. Found by a cus-
tomer of Kim Cuniberti.

M19-8111—The Stamp Vecturers version of the
L9¢ Fishing Boat, issued June 25 at Aslington, Va.,
with the plate-number combination “S111." Plate-
number interval is 33.

The Plate Numbar, September 1994

FIIUSA-1111—The 23¢ USA slamp from the
BEP with matte insiend of shiny gurn. Found arcund
May 30 by a philatelic clerk. (Dr. Rabinowitz)

F2¥WH-16—Plate 16 of the 29¢ Flag Over the
White House. Reported by Bob Novak through Dick
Koenig about June 14,

SAISSOL-D1111—The 29¢ self-adhesive Statue
coil. Issued May 25 at Haines Cily, Fla. with the
plate-number combination “D1111."

‘Withdrawa

Withdrawais are now ordered by item numbers.
Of the coile ordered withdrawn, TPN could identify
only the prephosphored 25¢ Yosemile, 25¢ Honey-
bee, and the unprecanceled 12.5¢ Pushcart.

New Scott numbers

10¢ Tractor Trailer grovured: 2458

{all text irom USRS, TPN additions in broachets)

Information from... July 1994
Bureau of Engraving & Printing

Deliveries are continuing to oceur on the follow-
(ng stamp issues in Accounting Period 11 (roughly
Julyk

Coils

* I ¢ Omnibus coil of 3.000 (Item 7705)

* 5¢ Canoe coii of 3,000 (Tiem 7906)

» 23¢ Lunch Wagon coil of 100 (Ttem 7913)

+ 23¢ USA First-Class Presort coil of 3,000 (Ttem
7926)

* 29¢ Flag/White House coil of 100 (ftem 7922)

* 29¢ Flag/White House coil of 500 (Jtem 7923)

* (10¢) undenominated Eagie/Shield coil of 3,000
(Item 7577)
Private coniractors

Delivery is comtinuing to ocour on the following
stamp issue in Accounting Period il to the APDs
{accountate paper depositories):

» 19¢ Fithing Boat coil of 500 (Ttem 7718)

Sell-Adhesive convertible booklets

At the end of June, deliveries began 1o the SDOs
{stamp distribution offices) on the Rose {10 million)
and Statue of Liberty (20 million) self-adhesive
booklets. In sddition, we have begun producing ad-
ditional Rose, Statue of Liberly, and Love Sunrise
boolklets. The delivery schedules are as follows:

Secidet Qucmity k

Diswibution Dabes
e 20 mllen boeklts g, 1500 15
~ Smmaofliay 10 millonboskiots  hug.15-0d. 1§

Tawe Sunsise 10 mikon boekdets  0at. 15-New. 15

Headquarters is continuing to ask all SDOe/APDe
to distribute the 17 29¢ Eagle/Shicid booklets (Item
5540) that are available at the APDs or Kansas City.

Information from... Augnst1 994
{The August issue merely repeated the distribution
of the new batch of scif-adhesives. ]

Stamps withdrawn in less than a year, TPN learns

Internal USPS documents that have be-
come known to TPN show that the Poslal
Service has no inlention of adhering to the
policy of keeping stamps on sale for a full
year, as indicated in Stamps, elc.

In other internal documents, USPS said it
had begun shipping new priority mail la-
bels, ending the advertising of two-day
delivery.

“Priority mail has eliminated the two-
day guamantee: therefore, the labels can't
be used.” the internal document said.

Of more interest is the withdrawal of
stamps from inventory. Such stamps were
to be retumed to stamp distribution offices
for disposition.

Philalelic centers as well as regular win-
dows were instructed in a communication
daled July 20 that they are nol permitted
10 sell the listed ilems after Aug. 15. All
of the listed items had previously been
withdrawn from sale at the Philatelic

Fulfillment Service Center.

The communication recommends that
the withdrawn stamps be destroyed during
the fourth postal quarter.

TPN could identify the 25¢ Yosemite
(prephosphored), 25¢ Honeybee and the
12.5¢ Pushcart as headed for destruction.

The withdrawn stamps include many
that were first placed on sale in Stamps
eic. catalogs dated between January and
December 1993. That means stamps are
not left on sale a full year as stated in
Stamps, erc. as follows:

Each item wiil be illustrated in at least
thras consacutive Stamps, etc. quartariy
catalogs (spaca permitting) and will addi-
lionally ba listed as availabie in at laast
ons more cataiog prior to remova! from
53le.

ADLETS

. Members of
entitied te one free 25-werd adlet
sach yeor,

TRADE PNCs and Grest Amaricans PBs. Tagmaper
typsa, PB positions. Have 1881 # 8, 8 B 1864a0E,
Sond have/want #sts. John Bensko PNC3 509, POB
40042, Memphia, TN 38174-0042. (5-94)

JUST N FDCs of gravuwed Tractor Trailer #22. Farnam

$5. AnCraft, Artmaster $4. Coming soon; Traclor
Tralr #11. Earal  Box 20130, Shaker Hie, OH
44120 (5-94)

MATCHED SET Plate 2 overai-tagged 30¢ Laubach,
$250. 25¢ London, My choice of position, Plate 2, §7.
Store of the Future block of 10, $1 Hopking, with stain
on shirt. $20. Ken Moreau, 402 Caronation Or ., Frank-
lin, MA. 02038, (5-94)

‘rirer INVENTORY CLEARAMSE rvrer

Taks 40% off on all iine paire and PS/3; take 30% off
PS/S. Send lor ry Aug.-Octabar iist (52¢ SASE
pleasa). Dennis Chamberiain, P.0. Box 4323, Davis CA
95617, (5-94) '

BAMD TAGGINE: Ken Lawrence nas consigned a Dane
of 2t¢ Cafisons to me. Plain block, $25; vartical palr,
$10. Make checks payatse to Ken Lawrence, Dapt. KL,
POB 20130, Shaksr Heights, 0+ 44120. (5-94)

WANTYED P3 18s: Ragular Parfed XF-S, imperf, mis-
pert, miscut, John Tison (PNG3 473, APS, ASDA), PO
Box 8755, Newport Bsach CA 92658. 1-800-854-
4437, (6-94)

LITFERBUG LUKCH WAGON: Blob left ¢f wagon on
numbered stamp. PS/5, VF, $10. Esrat, POB 20130,
Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (5-84)

TRAGCTOR TRARER OVERAPRINTE wanwmd: Pay §5 lor
covers without plate numbars, pay $15 lor covers with
plate numbers. Mixture ciips aiso wanied, inquire at
Box TT, P.0. Box 20130, Shaker His. OH 44120 (5-94)

JOIN PHCS For datalls, write Joann Lenz, 37211 Alpar
Dr.. Sterling His, Mi 48312-2203. (5-94)

NEW 5¢ CANOE: These are 511, smooth (not diagonal-
ly ridgad) qum;, caad gum in UV (old gum was bright).
PS/5, VF onty, $2. Esrati, POB 20130, Shaker Haights,
OH 44120, (5-04)

GET EVERY NUMBER—Subscribe to my PNC new-
issues service. §25 deposit. Asp, a subscription ser-
vice for House of Farmam, ArtGraft, and Artmaster
FOCs. Esrafl, POB 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120,
(5-84)

ALL BACK ISSUES of TPN are avaitzble. For a list with
kay articles sand SASE to PQB 20130, Shaket Haights,
OH 44120, (5-94)

LIGHTHOUSE ALBUMS, suppiements, stock books,
Suppiies, UV lamps. i otfer 1 gensrous 15% discount.
Alsc, KABE albums and supplements. Esrat, POB
20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120, (5-84)

SEP DIE IMPRESSIONS of 1¢ Franklin and $2 Madison
on invitaticn to BEP's centennisi calebraticn. Only 500
madce, one vaitabte. $20 from Box BEP, /o The Plate
Number. (5-34)

FIRST-DAY CEREMONY program for Samp Venturers'

varsion of 19¢ Fishing Boat 2 available. $20 each
from Fish c/o The Plak Kumber. (5-84)

BACK-NUMBERED ftest coils lrom Stamp Venturers.
Strip of 10, $45 from Bax SV, ¢/o The Plate Numbaer.
(5-94}

SCRAP Postage, 20¢ Trumen, 29¢ Waten ot
B0%.Earati, POB 20130, Shakar Heights, OH 44120,
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phis number coib avoilobls o pair price minu ona samp. Avaroge coils avoilable on betier ileme. Fease
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STAMPS ‘N’ STUFF I

2700 University, Suite 214,
W. Das Mainas, |A 50268-1451
Jarry & Barb Kosapp (515) 224-1737
Phone Orders Call TOLL FREE:
1-800-998-5964
FAX: (515) 226-1651
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Liberty microperis moved from number

. the PNCneuws that Fits we Priay
““adzome Great ﬂmerlcans. toe’

The 29¢ Statue of Liberty self-
adhesives were to have microperforations
just to the left of the plate number. But
when 1ssued, the perfs had been moved so
that there are now four stamps to the left
of the numbered one.

The shift was done at the request of
Scott Beach, manager of the Philatelic
Fuifililment Service Center, who asked the
manufacturer, Avery Dennison, to move
them (o meet coliector preferences.

But almost immediately, collectors have
begun asking: “How do you collect
them?””

Al Haake said: “ just ignored the mi-
croperfs. I broke the rolls down to strips
of five.”

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz noted that
coilectors who obtain strips of 18 from
the Philatehc Fuifillment Service Center
will receive strips that have been torn at
the microperfs. leading him to believe
that collecting in strips of five is going to
be standaid.

TPN thinks that the perfs through the
liner are not what collectors want to col-
lect, but for those who do want to show
the microperfs, it would be best lo have at
least one stamp at the left of the micro-
perfs, making a strip of at least eight.
With two slamps left of the microperfs,
you'd need a strip of nine, but you wiil
find few aibum pages to hold them.

To obtain them, you must order a strip
longer than 18 and specify that you do not
want it separated. If that is not possible,
you're stuck with ordering a full roll at
$1.451.16.

Stamps withdrawn

In a wholesale housecieaning, the Postal
Service has ordered the withdrawal and
destruction of 336 items on its master list,
inciuding rolls of 100 of the prephos-
phored 25¢ Flag Over Yosemile and coils
of 500 and 3,000 of the 25¢ Honeybee.

It also cleaned up the master list, remov-
ing the 27¢ Swan, but leaving in the 29¢
Blue Jay self-adhesive.

No premium for No. 11

You shouid not pay a premium for first-
day covers of the 10¢ Tractor Trailer
with the plate number 11, which showed
up later that the stamps with a 22. Artmas-
ter, which also makes House of Farnam
covers, was able to obtain 11s without
paying a premium. The 11s, however, will
be late. The 22s are already available.

Are there 2 Trumans?
George Amick, writing in Linn’s U.5.
Stamp Yearbook for 1993, says the 20¢

Truman from Plale 4 is known with em-
bedded (mottled) tagging as well as sur-
face-coated (solid) tagging. Alan Thom-
son of the PNC Study Group says that's
news to him. He has found the stamp only
with mottled tagging. Anyone disagree?

‘Santa Ana pinks’ reported

Sam Frackman has discovered what
he terms “Santa Ana pinks,” a variety of
the BEP's Eagie and Shield in which the
stripes in the shield are too wide and all
the colors are way off. According 1o Alan
Thomson, Frackman attributes the phe-
nomenon o the use of ink that was too
thin for gravure. Frackman is advertising
a strip of nine in Linn's at $8.

Did it 1ake a year?

Jim O’Connell receives TPN by first-
clasg mail. He sent in the cancel (they
were mailed June 18, 19594) which clearly

© said: “JUN 1%, 1993."

No-vowel precancel hunt

Tats Watanabe of Honolulu has com-
pleted a 10-year lask of getting a local
two-line precancel from the town that has
no vowels, Aiea, Hawaii, on every value
of the Transportation Series but one. The
missing stamp is the $1 Seaplane.

Watanabe’s effort has produced 56
stamps, including all service-inscribed
values and all three 7.1¢ Tractors.

Yes, there’s a program

When the Postal Service issued Stamp
Venturers' version of the 19¢ Flshing
Boat it said there would be no first-day
ceremony on June 25. But the postmaster
of Arlington, Va., site of NAPEX '94, decid-
ed otherwise. When colliectors entered the
show that Saturday moming, Postmasier
Leonard L. Napper personally handed
out 2{{} beautiful souvenir programs with
an enlargement of the one-rope boal on
the cover. Alan MalakolT got one with a
plate number.

Indigo is an error

The 29¢ indigo White House is a col-
ar error, BEP printers told Ken Lawrence
at NAPEX. But they couldn’t tell if the ink
was the one intended for the 4¢ Flana-
gan.

PNCs on CD-ROM

Dick Sine, editor of the Minkus cata-
log, has just assembled a CD-ROM disk,
“The Encyciopedia of U.S. Stamps,”
which includes pictures of all U.S.
stamps. It can be used with alinost any
operating system, bul requires a CD-ROM
player.

‘G’ stamp precursors

Hank Karen of Michael M. Karen Inc.
was the winner of the auction rmn by
Stamp Venturers for the sale of one roil of
back-numbered test stamps thal were on
show at the World Columbian Stamp Ex-
position in Chicago. The proceeds were
donated to Hurricane Andrew relief work.
Those back-numbered test items will be-
come very desirable collectibles when the
back-numbered “G” stamps are issued at
the next rate change.

What's really indigo?

Joe Sedivy, manager of the PNC* auc-
tions, has found 70 mint copies of an “in-
digo” White House stamp from Plate 7.
Sedivy calis his find the “Chicago blue.”

Meanwhile, Rick Stalger is advertising
“indigos™” in Coil Line and Linn’s at 515
each or $25 a pair.

Wayne Mevers, who owns some indi-
gos bought from the original find, told Se-
divy his slamps were not indigos. Writing
in Coil Line, Meyers said Sedivy’s stamps
are a new color variety that appear violet
or purple. Meyers recommends expertiz-
ing by the Philatelic Foundation.

But that makes little sense since the PF
could not base its opinion on BEP data and
has no comparison matenial. The PF said
the “navy blue” is a varety of the “indi-
go.”

Philately is still awaiting replies by BEP,
some of them going back two years,
about varieties found by collectors. Se-
divy submitted a brick red Rushmore.
Meyers said that uniil BEP rules on all the
shades they remain a mystery.

Meyers also bought some of Slaiger’s
stamps and said they are definitely not in-
digas, but said they are the same shade as
Sedivy's.

All genuine indigos are horizontally slit
for destruction by BEP, Meyers said.



Record prices at auction
When Kim Cuniberti auctioned off a
strip of nine of the Toledo brown from
Plate 1, the minimum bid was $1.150.
He was surprised to get (wo bids over
$2,000. The winning bid was $2,100.
Cuniberti said there was sirong interest
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in the 22¢ Flag imperforates, including
one that was also misperforated.

Lot 95, an imperforate tagged d4¢
Steam Carriage, of which only four are
known, sold for the minimum bid of
$3,000, a disappointment.

Three strips of U'VMs, all missing the de-

Test for the Honeybee
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nomination, were sold. A dry gum and a
shiny gum strip of seven went for $280, a
shiny strip of five brought $225.

Meanwhile, pioneer PNC dealer Dennis
Chamberlain has sold a PS/3 of the
brick-red Plate 8 of the 20¢ Flag ifor
51,400,

BEP explains weird offset/intaglio strip

Philaselic Trivia—What has red and
blue spots, and waves a black flag? I'll
give you a hint—Buzz, buzz.

By Richard J. Nazar

If you haven't guessed it yet, the answer Lo
this strange question can be found in the il-
lustration below. Do you still nced some
help? If you said. “Yes,” join the crowd. 1t
took severai Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing (BEP) pressmen io figure out this one.

RiGHT OF SPLICE—The five verticals
at the top and the horizontal below it
are red. Horizontal lines at side of
the outline of the Capitol dome are
blue (bottom one is red). The fiag at
bottom is black.

As [ had promised to Jobn Greenwood, the
owner of the unusual strip—which shows
four miscut 25¢ Bread Wagon stamps
spliced with tan masking tape to about five
of the “stamps” illustrated abave—] took the
strip to Lhe recent NAPEX stamp show in Ar-
lington, Va.. where BEP pressmen were of-
fering their expertise in identifying and ex-
plaining crrors and oddities brougit in by
collectors. Within minutes, the four press-
men al the lable all concurred that the strip
was genuine and they provided a unanimous
opinion in a note, which reads as follows:

The Bread Wagen is regular production
work spliced at the rewind with a test
used in ascaertaining the feasibiiity of in-
salting the Goebsl Optiforma with the
Goabel "C* press. it iz a[n] offsel blue +
red background designed to marge with
the flag sleeve. This work was done in

proparation for the Honaybas coii.

Thie splice was the most astounding piece
that the BEP pressmen examined all week-
end. It was laiked about from Friday after-
noon until the show closed on Sunday. Of
course all this discussion yielded more of a
description than what was written. The fol-
lowing explanation is based on the press-
men’'s discussions.

The sirip should never had made it all the
way through processing; splices are ta be
culied before the web is fed through the per-
forating, coiling, and packaging cquipment.

The masking tape connecting the two piec-
es of paper is the type used by the BEP, al-
though they were surprised that the overlap
was 80 short (slighly more than V4 inch).
They decided the length of the overlap was
acceplable, but a longer overap is more
commonly produced.

The pressmen also said double-sided tape
(what they called *'sticky back”™) is common-
ly—but not always—used between ihe over-
lap arcas to produce a more secure splice in
addition o the masking tape on the face.
This strip does not have the “sticky back,"
but this did not affect their opinion that it is
genuine.

From what they could recall, the Optifor-
ma/C Press test of this design had a very
shart run on just one day, and all of the
product was to be destroyed. (They teom this
“mutt work,” which indicates that the prod-
uct js to be mutilated.) Obviously, this ex-
ample shows that some g out. They
couldn’t believe that the product of such a
short test run could bave made its way into
the normal stamp supply.

They said the OptiformasC Press product
to the right of the splice was printed from
two, specially-made test printing plates
(sleeves)—one for the red and blue offset
impression printed on the Optiforma press,
and one for the black intagiic impression
printed on the C press.

The offset portion of this test design was
crealed and used solely for this test. The flag
that appears al the bottom of the strip is the
top portion of the design used on the 22¢
Flag coil and the 22¢ Flag Test coil, but the
impression is not from slesves from either
of these (wo issued stamps. The black fag
impressions on the strip came from a spe-
cially-produced sleeve that included impres-
sions of the 22¢ fAag design in several rows
around the cylinder (the exact number of
rows was nol remembered, but it was most
Likely 1B or less—possibly 10). The piate

did not include any extraneous side mark-
ings, such as electric eye markings-—mainly
because il was not intended to be processed
after printing. The pressmen believed that
this strip may have shown the top row of im-
pressions on the intaglio plate because there
were no additional flag images above the
flag shown at the bottom.

‘What this all boils down to is that this is
the only reported example of a production
test that was produced by combined impres-
sion from two BEP presses in preparation for
production of the Honeybee coil. It is with-

AEGULAR
proves that the spliced strip shows
1he outline of the Capitol dome.

INTAGLID—This stamp

oul doubt, one of the greal gems of PNC phi-
{ately! But now comes the lough part, where
should Dr. Greenwood place this unigue
strip in his album—with the 25¢ Bread
Wagons, the 22¢ Flag, or the 25¢ Honey-
bee?

[Author's note: The pressmen at the
Bureau [ssues Association (Bla) table at
NAPEX represented the local chapter of the
Federal Managers Association (FMA)—a
sort of union for managers in the federal
government. While at the table, the BEP
pressmen were printing and selling their
anpual show card that marks their partici-
pation with the BIA at the NAPEX event.

(For more information about the show
cards, contact Richard Schulman ai P.O.
Box 248, Commack, NY 11725-0248.}]
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Great Americans—Buying, selling

Buying: I'm always in the market for blocks. | pay half my saies price.

50¢ Nimitz, Plate 2, overall tagged. $17.50 per block; 20¢ Gallaudet, Plates 8 and 9. $75 per block.
25¢ London, Plate 2, $10 per biock; 45¢ Cushing, overail tagged, $7.50 per block.

Selling:

Lkt Dercriphion Insar, M.
or Pes. Bl
184de 14 DucBL 10
184d 1t DehE Bl
2188 1t Miached BE 0
1945 24 Svransky Coeal 10
Same, premum
“ome, vest log breck
2169 24 lynoE 10
Same, premum
1846 3¢ Cay Cond 10
2170 3¢ Whee BE 0
1847 4¢ Schurz Conel 15
Same, vart baq treck
71 4t Flanogon i 15
2121q 4% Flonogon JE 10
FEW 4t Flanccan 0
1848 3% Buck Comel 15
Zame, weh 109gey Ereck
2172 58 Bod B 15
2172 5¢ Blodk BE 5
Pcte 2 sk 03y $0 85 per block
2173 St e OF ) 70
Same, wih IF
2173 54 Muor E A5 70
1849  6¢ LppmomBL 15
|850  7¢ Bdwm B 20
185) 8¢ Knem QU 0
1852 G¢ Fhner B 25
1853 10Rwsed B ]
2076 104 Red Cloud BF X
2176a  10% Red Chod OF X
Ploies | OF ard 20K warderd. poy 3090 par black
2176c 104 Red Cloud PE Pl
1854 114 Poindge OL i
1955 134 Grazy Canel iy
Same, premum
1356 144 lewn By 0
2177 144 Howe BE 25
278 156 CodvBE 10
2178 1 CodvBF 30

Pioke 3 9w, py $2 per thock, Pl 1 BE waned pay §1 per bleck
5

21780 154 Cadv OF 2
“ame, 10g9ed sdvage

Same, wit kaaging breck

154 Cody prepnognces] %
e, o Prblle papar

174 Corson Catrel 35
ame, pramum

S e, wih lagging oieak)

174 Lodkwood 35
Lame,

184 Mason Comall
194 Sacquoyah Cobiatl
20¢ Bunche Carall
ame. premum

" ame, (remum

204 Goloude Cofral 40
Some, pramum

Plaes 5, & waned pay §6.00 per black
Some, premum

204 Tauman 8l

20% Tam BE

204 Trum O Paper il

204 T OF Papar tin

204 Truman PE shimy

214 Cabon B

224 Auddban BL

724 Auduban 8F

218 Conan B

204 Canool GE

23% Couat OF

23¢ Conaoi FE

1%
1857

179

1858
1859
1980

&2

1861

1362
%20
1867b
1842
NEW
217¢
1863
1863
1182
2182b
2182b
21826

55

SRsBEEEES

My regular

VOOUISE 2000 40042
LAty 2500 10011
250
5{1,2.34)

20015, 8

10.00 i)

3540

550

7003

501, 2,%

8014

100017

800N

£0{1

8012)

%0014)

10.006)
70
1252

7500l [
Lo )

SR

PTTR

T
1203-8)

20011) 5}
| KR15E) 50

851l
WANT {1}

85(9)
160 (2-5)
22011, 3)
30003, 4)

1201
19010,
001
£0073)

2000

M 150l
] 45041

55011
1 70010

30010 900(1t

590(1)

350012, )
125712
5,001
35001
roo(l)

28514, 134}
500 115,18
1eoels
200())

150
150104
3001{boh)
3.5001,259, 10
70043, 4
1200011, 19
19003
120005, 6

000(2

200014)

750049, 9]
500il]
319042

$00043)
400013)
2.504)
3201
265111
50003
2001
500(1%
3750
30012

10.00{H 13001

1300[)

530 e00h)

110324

price list

Desaripiion Sioghe  lnsm UL nu ') nn
whn i

NEW  23¢ Cossat FE shiny 50 3.0003
2183 25¢London B 50 300m
2183 254 london BE 50 10:0042)
2184 284 Siting b BE 50 38000
20B4A 704 Wavn PE 45 300 20045%.69
21848 204 jofbarun 45 4508 250031,52)
1964 304 loubach B 75 5000 10 19.0041)
18640 0% lovbach 8 45 5502
18680 J0% Lovbioch CE oL+ 1] 75.00(n
1865 25¢ Drow Coteel 75 4300, 3

Soma, pramam 120013, 4)
2185 35¢ Chowez 0 150 150451,52)
1960 27t Milkon Conel §0 4 501(k4)
1887 19t QoA 30 400156 160011 35,8501
1887 3¢ JakBE B0 5902
1868  40¢ Gibran B 5 Q751150 190010 239010
18480 d0¢ Glrath BE 95 565002
2185 404 Chemondt OE 83 5.00 400U
2188 40% Chennoud FE 85 4001
2188 45¢ Cushing BE 75 35010
2188 45¢ Cudhing OF 100 75001 .50
1869 50¢ Mz OL 100 11,3511 -4)
18R 504 Nimkz BE 100 65002
18624 S04 Mimiz O 1.00 17.502)
1B 504 Nimiiz OF .00 7500 20.00 0
NEW S04 Nimitz PE [shirnd 1 00 40003
2090 52¢HumphoyPE(dd) 100 450 3451
NEW 526 Hurphrey PE [shinyj 1.00 450 34517
7161 %4 Hovod 110 7500
2092 456 Amad BE 1.30 520
2097 754 Wikia PE fd] 1.00 700 3500
FEW 750 \Willke PE [himy 100 o] 3500
209 $1 e 1.95 1400 (1)
21644 $1 Hokim B 150 7.00(1)
21944b $1 Hopkis OF 150 7004}
21544b 31 Hopkirs PEphes, i 150 7.0
21948b $7 Hophirs FE, shiny 100 80012
N95 26y 150 21.000)
2196 35 Hade BE 200 40.0041)
2% $5 Hote Pt 200 35,0002
The followang are not Great American #amps. bul you may nol have them.
1894e  20¢ Flag BL Dul 80 150013, 4f
1894 2048 Flag BE Shiwy 80 4750,%) 95012, 3  180012.3)
Shiny gum hom Plates 3, 4 wanted. Pay §3 for FS/8, 110 for P5/20.
Tu:il gum from Piate 2 wanied. Pay §4 ler PS/6, 37 50 for P5/20.
C 18 454 longheyOF 100 5.00
Auorenalion wad i descriptiors:

fou Litogged sahvagel; T=Tagged selvoge

ggng: Bedlodk; OsOveral; ?-Prﬁp‘md Urilniagged
Pertoraions: La{ Pecrotor: E~Eureka bul's sye: S aSaight edge

}haove o complebe stodk of 7P and copynght blodks. All pnces na. No docouns, frioes wid lo chonge. Same quarg
¥ {imded. | pay poaloge on cegers over § 10, oherwise pleaser odd 52 conis.

1593 Lighthouse supplamenls

| camy ail Lighthcuse products at o 15% discount. Added 5% off for PRC3 members. Ca

or wrile for defails.
1923 KaBle supplements

i cany all Ka-Beproducts al o | 5% discount. Call o write for delails.

STEPHEN G. ESRATI

P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Hulghts,

Phone: (216) 561-9393; FAX: (216) 561-6030
E-Mail: America OnLine—SlevStamps
CompuServe: >irernel: StavStampa@aal.com

Genie: StevSiamps@aol com@inetd

ioc 44120
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CATALOGUED VARIETIES RDD SPIGE TO YOUR PNCs

Cat Description
FLAG SERIES
F20-2 Flying Feolprints
F0-14  Qlina, NXPC
FX-14P  Qline, PC
F2-2 Comet 6L, NEW
F22-6 Fylng Saucer
TRANSPORTATION SERIES
Ti-4 Chippad plate, ¥
same, VF
-5 Paper Il
-6 Crack 1R, poor
same, VF
M E ] Papa li
T2 Smoking T
same
T2 Smoking T cont, {falnt}
T23 Tailon T, F
same, VF
sama, F
same, pair
T2-6 Tag break 4L, Screwhead
T2-8 Tag break 3L
T2-8 Tag break 2L
T2-10 Tag braak 3L
”-10 Tag braak 2L
T2B)  Spike
TICW-1  Flaming Conestoga Wagon
TCW-1 it continumation
TICW-1  2nd contimamtion
SPECLAL: Set of 3 wagona
Tés1 Diag. slasnes 1R, NEW
ame
anw
T45-2 Chill roiler damape 3L
Td5-2 Quotes
sama, with chill roler dam-
eM2L. 3L
— Matching strips of 8 with
savete chil roller damage
and Quotes from Plale 1
and 2
T45-2 Diag. siashes 2L
T4(B)-1  Blob
T49-4  Whip {long), Not PC
T49-4P  Same, PC.Gap 2L
Same, PC, Gap 11
Sama, PG, Line Gap
Same, PC, No Gap
T49-5P  Raincrack #cm
T485P  Continuation
Matching set
T49-6P  Whip, Gap 2L
T43-6F  Buggy fein
T5M-3/4  Clip Tagging break 2L in
Tolded long stiip shawing
bath plate numbars
TSM-4  Long strip showing 2 tag-
ging breaks
T52-1  Horizontal (J) tag braak
T52:2  Horkontal (J) tag break
T5.2-4P  Hash mark, gap 2L, XF
T5.24P G 3I2LXF
sama, VF
sama, F
T5.26P GpIi2LNF
same, V¥
same, F
T5.5-1 Burned rubber
T6-1P Blobe 1R

Leagth
5 No#

<n o W W

5.No

ShandhmcnrnoaaMNOOTCTOr D TN A YD O

s ao on b RS

MO LYY UYD) UL N o -

-
w

36
5
5

19

0

10

10

10

10

10
5
H

Price

10.00
.00
10.00

500
15.00

3.50
450
3.25
1.5
750
125
1200
15.00
15.00
6.00
11.00
7.50
6.00
250
250
250
250
250
10.0¢
2000
2000
20.00
55.00
450
5.50
6.50
1250
1.00

1250

250
975
7.50

10.00

11.60

11.60

13.00

2000

200

2000

45.00

18.50

B0

10.00

5.00
20.00
20.00
50,00
15.00
10.00

6.00
15.00
1000

800

400

400

TC-1P

TGP
THic-1p
1583
mse3
TI158-3

e
Tiz-®

52
N52

N6.7-1
TI7EA-1

Most of these strips are varisties listed in the 1991 PNC Calalog. A fow (marked “REW™)

Basetipties

Dirt clod (2L) NEW

Dol under "1 of “1920¢"
Slown

LE)
il
EEE

i

i
i

g

%g

.g%_
g
<

i
ﬁ%z
g

g
§
2
]

[ ==

Dot over “L" of “0IL"4R
Spm in‘101' NEW

A,....,"m
Perched Parmot
Low etiry 2.
Low entry 2L, Gap 3t XF
Low enlry 2. Gap 3L, VF
Brake shos
Braks shos
Hoseline |, 3irip of 3 with
Wiy on R smp

na |
%l;m&ﬁ;mmr
Fonder crack and brgxan #
Sevare chill 1oller doubling
ol "¢" in "Bearcat” IL
Ih}o plale mambar but joint
ik
:!o plale mumbar but joint
e
Anchor Line
der le conlinugtion

Spmd Pmn
Broksn Axle, pair

Langth Prlal
750

500

65.00

3750
0.0

1850
150
1.50

thinChnhh i on on onon A o ohvon
n

PP ——Y
SaoSn
&

8

48 10000

6 1500
S5nmad 1500
5 1500

5. nod 100
8 700
5.n0# 500
& AN

5 BSO

5. ne# 700
5 no# 700
5 8500

10 8500

10 7500
5.0 1350
5,0 11.00
ino 3000
5, n0 1000
5m 17.50

Lngran o

2238

MRl LA D TR e
—_
=
=4

are recant additions to my stock.

All tlamps are guarsnieed genuine and (uniess otherwise noted) in VF condition. All
stamps may ba returnad for a tompiete refund, no quesiions asked. Some strips may be in

limiled supply. Add 25% for XF condition.

TERMS: Cash with order, pieass. Ohio purchasers, piesse sdd 7% Cuyshoga Counly sales

STEPHEN G.

D

Cat Buweription
TATEA-1  Broken Axle, PSA
TITEA  Taggingbresk 2
TI7EA2  Tagging break 2
TITEA-3Pbe
Sensnl  precancel,
Gag 48, hole in D (Row
15} 1R
T17EA-3Pba
unﬂ.s—chllﬁol IJ)
TITEA-4  Tagging break 3L Type

phosphor
TITEA-Pa Mot a varisty, Gap 6L
TITEA-4Pba

Se-rant  procancal,
Gap 4R, hole in O (Row
16)at 1R
TiTEA-4Pt
Se-ivnt  precancel,
Gap 4R, Dot ower p
bar (Row 10) at 1L
T17EA-4Pba

Se-enanl  precancel,
Gap 4R, 3-dot{Row 13)

TITEA-S  Raclining Comme
TI7EA6 Dotover “E” F only
sam, VF
TI7EA-T  Oil Drop
TI7EA-P2 Dot over °E,” line miss-
3 parfs, No Gap
T18-1 Lightning beit, XF
sam, VF
ame, PS/3, VF
Tig1 Lightning bolt contimus-
10N, pais, poor
Ti8-8 | ightning boit
same,
TI8-10  Lighlning boit
sume, F
T2OFP-2  Crack oves “e,” pair
T20FP-15 Wounded P
T21.4-1 AR tracks, conéimmtion
T31  Litterbug
MISCELLANEDUS SERIES
M21.1-2  Line, very fainl
M21.1-2P Line
M21,1-2P Lina, 12l exi down
M25-1  Phaniom ysllow image
same, singles

Prices la this od ars good LivosghT haaicagiving .
FREE: Daw strip of #osaiias | on the 11¢ Cabooss

wlih avery order ovar $28.

P.0. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, Ohie 44120
Teisphone: (216) 561-9383
FAX: (216) 561-6030

E-Msil: America OnLine—S$tevEtamps
Compuderve: slntemet:Stevitampa@acl.com
Goenis: StevSiampsGacl.com@ineté

ok

—
L=

thihhn D

(TR IR R WE N NN en tm tn on

5
5
5
S5 m#
ILnot

ESRATI

119

[FYR0SRERRE DU RAARE NS ORI TEONT OB OO MM O ST N DO LT CTESEEALELL OIS0 MO AD O S0 000 10 OO N0 AAS OO T LRI OH VLT LT AT MO LM L s

4500
7.50
750

3500

1280
1850

35.00

35.00

3500
1000
2000
30.00
15.00

17.50
14500
12500

90.00

B0
2500
1500
2500
1500
100.00
1500
2750
10.00

1000
15.00
1500
1500

5.00
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Self-adhesive master list as reported through Aug. 15, 1994

By Gerald H. Clark

Code to text on liner
Type A: Right side up, from UL to

Type B: Upside down, from LR to
UL

Type C: Right side up, from LL to
UR
Type [): Upside down: from UR to
(B
2431a 25¢ Eagle and Shield
Sheetlet Al111 cwsrrecmmememeC =D
Cail: No numbers -——-——-C-D

2475a 25¢ USA Flag ATM
No numbers - A {rom back

2478a Red Squirrel ATM
Dl D
D2221] e e e sa [D
022221 -
D21232--
D23133 e s sen s seremanernnna)
Ceil: No numbers ~—-—-- —-—-C

247%a 29¢ Rose

(UPC 943 S111 ———A

(UPC 91 5111 -~----A

Coil: No numbetg +—-—-—-——-C

Note: 40% of lhe first production
was incorrectly inscribed with Univer-
sal Product Code (UPC 91) for the
$2.90 Alrican Vioiet booklet, instead
of correct $5.22 for the Rose booilet.

2480a 29¢ Pine Cone
Bl10oB 16 --ceeeemeee B
Coil: Bl --—-——-——-A --B
PNC Catajog: SA29PC-B1
(clear of red splices)

2522a °'F" (29¢) Flag ATM

No numbers --——A from back

2531A 29¢ Torch

Dues not apply ta any of the three
printings. No wriling

Note: There are two varieties of the
booklet with the frst cover (text
only): lacquered and pot lacquered.
The second cover {eatures an enlarged
picture ol Lhe stamp.

29¢ Eagle and Shield

2595a Banknote Corp. of America
591 15 JREOTR—" g
Bi11-2 ———e-A --B
B2222.] reremrmn-———-A —B

B4l —— B
VLV VA, JUUU—
Baddse] corr-———-A —B
B4ddd 3 -— A B

Coll: No numbers -—--A --B
(yellow or red splices)

2596a Dittler Bros,
DI111] wrvmerreme——A
D21221 --—meeemm A

D32332 --—-sesenmnmnn A

(DL 7 R — Y
D42342 ~meeememme A
D43352 < S Y
D43452 ————- A
D43453 ———aee -y
3. 773 [——
DS4563 cnmemaarmm—A
DF45T] omeeere—A

D61384 ~—————-A
DE5784 —emmsrsnnnan A
Coll: No numbers ~--A

1597 Stamp Yenturers
Silll seeremmemmm e —C
{top, center, and botlom positions)
Coll: No numbers -=«—=wreem-C

2598a 29¢ Eagle

M11] cmmmmmmmere e A --B

MII2 -————ee-A --B

Coll: 111 ~—-—escveseseA =B

PNC Catalog: SAJ9E-111

(clear splices, ome splice imown
with A liner io the left of the splice
and B lizer to the right)

(one row is known with pumbers on
the back of the liner at 18-slamp inter-
vals with Position A)

2719a Christmas Train ATM
VI1H1] eenses ~No writing

2802a 29¢ Christmas

(4 designs)
201 15§ | [S—
v222-1222 -————ow--B
¥222:2112 cseseecomemnamB
V222.-2122 -——-- —B
V2222221 -—eme—B
V222-2222 -mesnemmeeB
V333-3333 ~emecmemenB

Coil: V1111111 ---vevsenenBB
PNC Catalog: SA29G-V1111111
{red splices)}

2803a 29¢ Snowman ATM
V11 e No writing
V1222 cemanmeme=-No wriling
2813 29¢ Love Sunrise
First priniing
1Y 1S S —
B2 - B
1] DU S —
Billd —-— B
B1I1-5 —memememeene B
B121-5 commmerme e -~B
771 I SE— -
B222-4 —meemeemee e B
B222-5 «-essrecsrmmneme-=B
B222-6 ~———————B
Second priating
B333§ — e B
B3337 - mmeeeeennB
B3I338 weereamnnsonme—n-mB
B333-9 —erereere——B
B3310 ———— B
B333-1] -—-misssmneeneB
B33312 ~-memem—B

B33314 ——F
BI3317 wooeecemoee-B
BMd1] - B
B344-12 - ——B
Bl4413 B
B434-10 —- B
Bdad-7 A B
PP DUU——,
-7V P J—
Bd4d4-10 ———— B
(77 PR Y (ER—
Béd414 ——eee B
Bdda-i5 - —B
B4dd-15 — —B
Bi4417 —rmeomnecenana B
B4dd-18 — B
- TP P |- S———

Coll: B] e A
FNC Catalog: SA29L-B1

NEW 29¢ Statue of Liberty
DN D
DI212 D
Coit: D1111 ~-eme -

PNC Catalog: SA29S0L-DI111!
{Green splice has been found on
<oil)

Coming new Issues
25¢ Blue Jay sheetlet
Same, coil of 5,004
25¢ Christmes Santa boaklet (SV)

Same, cuil of 3,336

29¢ Christmas ATM booklet (3V)
*G" booklet (Avery Dennison)
Samse, coil of 5,015

“G™ ATM {Avery Dennison)

For helping with this project
in these two months and aid-
ing in keeping the record
straight, thanks to Richard
Beecher, A. 5. Cibulskas,
Doug lams, Hank Karen, Rob-
ert Kitson, Joann Lenz, Mi-
chael Lipson, Alan Malakoff,
Carol Morehouse, Richard Na-
zar, Michel Perry, Joseph
Reymer, Dr. Robert Rabino-
witz, Dr. David Schaeider, and
André Thiele.

Please send your reports to
Clark at 424 Roosevelt St,
Midvale, UT 84047-3622. If
you find a new plate number, a
photocopy would be appre-
ciated,

Finder of 100th listing rewarded

Carol Morehouse, who re-
ported the 100th listing in the
master list, won a piale num-
ber coil from 7PN.

A huge thanks also goes to
Jerry Clark, who tries to live
his life, do his work, tend to
his family, and also cover the
self-adhesives. In fact, it is a

gargantuan effort. He also
contributed mightily to our
front-page story about the
demonstration sheetlet.

There is only one addition to
the list this month, the second
Statue of Liberty sheetlet. But
we deleted 333-13 from the
Love Sunrise sheetlets.

Changes in components of the TPN Average

CAT byt MATE
C3—-1211 ' 21
M10—A3331 E&S A3
M1G—aI112 Fishing A2
W19—ASEESunt Fishing AS555
M20—1 STl |
M20—3 Consume 3
a—1 Oficial 1
0Z—1 fficial 1
F18=1 Flag t
F—3 fiag 3
F20—4 Flag [
FX—11 Fisg 1
F2— Flag 1
-3 Flag 3
FI5—BbMc Flag 5
F Flag 5
F29—IMR Aushmons 1
FX—1WH While Housa 1
15.2-3 Trang 3
Th.2—-N Trans 4
18.9—3P4N Tamy 3
To9-6P4N Trams 7
17 42 Trang 2
T840 Trang 3
T9.3—1P-NO Trams 1
] Trans 6
T83—P-21 Trans ]
TI08—PAN Tram 1
TH8—4PAN Trans 4
7= Trans §
TI—6Pbe-1L Trany 6
T Trans 1
] Tams k|
Tiai! frans. 17
TORP—1 e f

™R TMEE %
$3060 308 Q1%
sl a5 1.74%
8.0 2042 12%
104 $1049 0.46%
2077 §189.11 -581%
$im Hibdd -210%
bl 5% 052%
$8454 feh ] -20M%
035 Jus 4 -5.28%
97520 252 0.00%
§Tsa $764.04 A%
$108 §1050 -35%
$49 Hi 179%
59913 §ar.m -228%
5458 Ho 346%
ok 476 -58%
% $420 15%
573 5.3 0%
il 23029 1.05%
§15.8 s$UR -396%
£3005 $28.42 2%
o .16 25%
sh.ar 31083 3%
$19.3 $19.35 -018%
3764 $17188 0.24%
perd)] <1chp] 000%
$208 60 $20184 4.X%
50 3357 -417%
137519 29m%
e §1663 -A76%
$52.6 $54.54 13M
oL 600 -2.76%
$Im $B06 -219%
$%656 3565 0.2
e S160 -3



ACROBATIC EXERCISE—This chart requiras you to stand on your head to see
the TPN issue being referred to. We couidn’t heip it. We are prisoners of our
software and this is the best we could do. But it needs fo be emphasized,

that a decline of about 11% is not so bad.
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Lipson joins
price cutting

Three members of the PNC Study
Group had lunch during NAPEX 94 with
Dale Hendricks, proprietor of Gale Enter-
prises and the PNC dealer who compiles
the mint prices for Lina's “Trends.”

Hendricks said the “Trends” prices do
not necessarily reflect his own prices be-
cause he knows that many dealers use
“Trends” to price their wares. His own
prices, if lower, usually reflect items of
which he is overstocked.

“If you compare them, you're preity
much able to figure out what | have too
much of,” he said.

Hendricks said he does not price used
singles for “Trends” and does not know
who does.

His own large price cuts (see 7PN for
January) would have been made earlier,
he said, to keep his prices compeftive.
But Hendricks contracted Legionnaires’
disease and was unable to work for many
maonths.

He said the price cuts that have been
generally sweeping PNCdom reflect a de-
cline in interest.

“There are fads,” he said, “and while
they're hot, prices go up; but when the
fads fade, prices fall.”

The latest dealer to join in the massive
price cuts is Michael Lipson, whose pric-
es for some higher-priced PNCs were cut
by as much as 30% (8.4¢ Wheel Chair
Plate 3 from $20 to $14).

Other large cuts by Lipson were noted
in:

4¢ Stagecoach, B Press, overall lagged: $19 to
$1450

5.2¢ Sled, Plate 5. $19510 $130

7.6¢ Carreta, Plate 3, $10 to 56

10.9¢ Hansom Cab, Plates | and 2, $40 to §34

Same, Plates 3 and 4, Line Gap, $380 to $350

18¢ Surrey, Plate 7, $42 to 532

18¢ Flag, Plate 1, $500 to 3400

20¢ Consumer, Plates | and 2, 3200 to 3180

20¢ Flag, Plate 1, 390 1o 330

20¢ Official, $70 to 362

25 Yosemite, Plate 1, prephosphored, 555 to $4%

The chatt on the left traces the decline
in the TPN Average since it peaked at
244.52 in May 1993.

The textual explanations for each bi-
monthly average do not pretend to be the
sole reasons for a risc or decline in the av-
erage. Several dealers, after they made
the first downward adjustment in prices,
made several more in drips and drabs.

Because of the large amount of space
taken up by the chart this month, we are
leaving out the table showing the monthly
changes for the components of the TPN
Average.
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Gravured 10¢ Tractor Trailer has constant row-specific flaws

By Philip F. Rose

The new gravure 11¢ Tractor Trailer
coils have appeared with plate-number
combinations 11 and 22. My initial order
from the Philatelic Fulfillment Service
Center in Kansas City yielded a partial
roll of 22s showing the 22 WITH PERI-
0D conslant variety reported on Page 93
of the July TPN. This variety apparently
is row specific.

TPN note:  Unfortunately we do not
know the width of the Andreotti Press web
used !0 print these stamps, so we do not
know how many rows are printed from
each piate

The stamps are printed in cycles of 24
stamps in the forward direction, yielding
a plate-number interval of 24 as weil.

The 22 WITH PERIOD variety occurs
cyclically at L (the numbered stamp)
and orly on one row. Examination of the
web before cutling would identify the
row. This “find” encouraged me to exam-
ine the stamps more closely, and I noted
design breaks, color dots, and fractures.

I decided, as a project, to attempt identi-
fying more of the rows via the cyclical
flaws that might be present. [ have al-
ready examined three rows (3 roll strips)
of plate-number combination 11 and three
rows (5 roll strips) of plate-number com-
bination 22.

I have prepared tables identifying the
primary marks (PMs) that appear cyclical-
ly for the given row. The assumption has
been made that the flaws existed at the
time of the initial press run, and did not
appear progressively as the press run con-
tinued. This wiil require further invesuga-
tion,

One flaw was initially missed on Row
Alpha. This is the black dot at the left of
the “t” of “Tractor” at 7R, 18L.

The reason that the flaw was overlooked
is due to the registration of the black
printing. On one roil the black printing
was shifted slightly to the right, causing
the How to meid with the green letter “t,”
making it difficult to see. In the other
case, the black dot was clear of the letter
g 7

I encourage correspondence at 38 Roy-
alston Lane, Centereach, N.Y., 11720.

Philatelic windows

Alan M. Malakoff (616 Braun St., High-
land Park. N.J. 08904)bas voluntecred lo
compile a list of philatelic windows

He asks reponts of your window and its
days and hours of operation. Malakoff says
it is always good to cail abead to make sure
a window is open and that the clerk is not on
vacation. (Substitutcs seldom have access 1o
the philatelic stock.)

The conclusions of the study are already
quite exciting. It appears that most design
breaks are not cyclical and thus are not
PMs. Most fractures in the lettering are
not cyclical. with one exception (THE
FRACTURED ONE Haw). The color dots
in the majority of cases are cyclical and
are PMs that will identify the row, The 22
WITH PERIOD variety is such a color
dot.

I have observed that stamps from the
plate-number combination 22 exhibit
more color dots than slamps from plate-
number combination §1.

In one case a PM was discovered that 1
call the TRIANGLE BAR flaw. It is a

large while rectangular flaw that extends
from the bumper to the fender of the
Tractor and that also exhibits a break (in
this case cyclical) in the cab design at the
left. This Aaw rivals the 22 WITH PERI-
OD variety.

The other variety 1 discovered I call the
GRAVE ACCENT PM. It appears above
the *T" of *Trailer” on a roli with the
plate-number combination 11. See Table
1.
The two tables summarize the PMs dis-
covered by row. The rows are identified
by Greek letters until someone can exam-
ine the web and place some of these va-
rieties. | look forward to new discoveries!

Table 1: Varieties from Plate 11
Row  Position PM
Alpha 31220 Dot well laft of “10” near perf hole.
i 11, 248 Plate numbers: Black 1 lower thon green i.
13, 120 TRIANGLE BAR flaw. Triangular white reciangle ex
tending from bumpaer o fender. A break in cab line ot lekt.
Bea 1L, 24R  Plate numbers: Black 1 lower than green 1.
7R, 18L Woeaok dol above “ra” of “Trailer,” weak dot above “10.7
2R, 171 Dot above "0" of “10.” Dot balow rear tire.
Delks 1L, 24R  Plate numbers: Black 1 in line with grean 1.
PR, 14L  GRAVE ACCENT variaty. The accent appears as a
black dash above the “T* of *Trailar.”
Table 2: Plate 22 varieties
Row Pasition PM
Alpha 14,24k  Plak numbers: 22 WITH PERIOD variety.
3R, 221 Large dot bekow rear tire.
7R, 18L  Black dot left of “1* of Trackor.”
10R, 15L Dot right of “0% in “10.”
15R, 10L Dot high ond left of “10.”
20R, 5L Dot obove “1* of *Trailer.”
Delia 3,22R Dot right of "Trailar” near perf holes and close o
roof level.
1L, 24R  Pla numbars: Right 2 shorter than left 2.
1R, 24L Dot past “Pid* near roof of trailer.
4L, 21L Faint dot iow and left of “T* of “Trailer.”
R, 18l Dol follawing *t” (at top) of *Traclor.”
15R, 10L Dot above roof below "t of “Presort.”
21R, 4 HOOQOD DOT voristy. Large prominent green dot on
front hood ot right.
Gamma 2L, 23R Dot after “s* of *1930s.”
5R, 200 FRACTURED ONE FLAW variely. Printing fracture
top of “17 in “10.*
11R, 14L Dot wali above “ai” of “Trailer” near top of slomp.
13R, 12L  Faint dot well ahave "P* of “Postage.”
16R, 9L Dot abeve “17 and direcily below the Anir exdending
laft of the “1” in “10" {two dots). Dot abova “0” of “1930s."
18R, 7L Dot in conter of fender.
21R, 4. Dol cbove “a” of “Tractor.”




Varieties are found

By Philip F. Rose

Varieties of the C Press 1¢g Omnibus
from Plate 3 have been described in the
July TPN. I ordered this stamp from the
Philatelic Fulfiliment Service Center in
Kansas City, getting two strips of 250
stamps each from the roll of 500 (Item
87704) and from the roll of 3,000 {Item
§7705). Examination of the 37704 stamps

indicated plate
numbers looking
normal with no
visible flaws or
plate markings.
The plate numnbers
from &7705 were
similar to Variety
1 in the TPN arti-
cle. Further exami-
nation of 87705 stamps indicated two very
interesting features:

+ Chill-roller-type flaws consistently cy-
clical with the 48-stamp cycle. These are
primary marks (PMs).

= Acyclical whiteouts which appear as
secondary marks {SMs). They seem ta oc-
cur only in the window area of the Cmni-
bus, and appear as oval white areas de-
void of printing. Thus all frame and
struchure lines cease at the perimeler of
the oval, A typical size of a whitecut is
2mum x 1.5mm.

[ do not know the technical reason for
these strange printing flaws, bul they ap-
pear to be an interesting collectible, espe-
cially so if they occur within a plate strip.

The constant cyclical flaws are also very
collectible, especially a strip containing
the SPRINKLER FLAW (see Table 1).

VARIETY 1—The
plate number is
whita on vialet.

BUYING ERRORS
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on 1¢ Omnibus from the C Press

Other rows naot observed as yet will have
their own characteristic PMs and possible
SM whiteouts. Further research will an-
swer this question.

The PM Marks I established for my strip
of 250 are shown in Table 1. Table 2 lists
the whileouts by position and cycle. By
the word *“cycle” I mean the sequence
number of each stamp group starting with
the stamps to the left of my first plate
number 3 as Cycle 1. Cycle 2 contains the

Position Description
1L, 48R

andon “b."
14L, 33R Dot in “A” of "USA.*

Table 1 Primary Marks

incised plate number 3, variaty 1.

114, 38R Twa short dashss near front whesl, one very close.

131, 36R Dark short dash within rear whesl.

140, 34R Dot nexi ko “A” of “USA,” dashes on both uprights of “u” in “*Omnibus”

171, 32R Dash naxt lo front wheel, a sacond dash near first one.

18L, 31R Dash top of “b” in “Omnibus,” smail dosh in rear fire.

191, 30R Dark dash by second “8” of “1880s.”

201, 2¢R Dash near front whesl below the solid-colored wheel.

211, 28R SPRINKLER FLAW. Sprinkder dofs occur from left of *U” in *USA” 1o
botiom of numeral “1,* dlso right of “A” in “USA.”

41L, 8R Dash lek of "1 of denominaiion, and a small carerlike dash left and
atached fo the “1* of “1880s."

next 48 stamps, ete.

1 would appreciate hearing from anyone
who is interested in further research on
the C Press 1¢ Omnibus. My address is
38 Royaiston Lane, Centereach, N.Y.
11720, iephone (516) 698-9523,

TPN note: The SPRINKLER FLAW
cannot be illustrated at this ime bui re-
sembles the rain flaw on the 4.9¢ Buck-
board. Rose has ordered more stamps and
hopes for more finds soon.

Posilion  Cycle
2,208 2
2A,47R 3
13L 3R 4

Table 2 Whiteouts
Pasition relitive & “BROADWAY TO 23. 5T.*
Left of *D* of “BROADWAY"
Lelt of “O" of “BROADWAY”
Right of “S" of .ST.*

sl jeqasRdIeR”

Fi!
u‘ E

lki

Imperforates « Missing Colors + Perf Shifts
Overinkings ¢ Color Shifts * Miscuts, etc.
Older Issues * Recent Issues » New Finds

MONTCLAIR STAMP C€O.

(215) 728-7836
7.0. Box 38, Cheltenham, PA 19012

®




124

The Plate Number, September 1994

BEP’s F Press is now producing stamps by pffset, intaglio

By Alan M. Malakoff

A second offset/intaglio press, designat-
ed the F Press, is in full service at BEP. It
was shown, in operation, to members of
the Bureau Issues Association on a tour of
BEP in late June.

The F Press, also called 801 in the offi-
cial nomenclature, is a Koenig & Bauer
AG press built in Wilrzburg. It was erect-
ed by De La Rue and Giori (and is com-
moniy called a Gior). It can print four
offset and three intaglio colors. The press
was inikally scoped out in 1985, pur-
chased in 1988, and received in 1991-92.
For the last two years or s0, it has been
available for regular stamp production.
More recenlly, its scheduling and staffing
has been integrated into the rest of BEP's
work.

[TPN note: The F Press was named 801
because it was set up on the site of the old
Cottrell Press bearing the same number.
After it was installed at BEP it was run by
Swiss and German engineers from Gion
as BEP assessed the new press. Formal
turnover o BEP was in November 1993}

The F Press can use the same intaglio
plates as the C and D presses. Of interest
to TPN readers, both the 29¢ Flag over
the White House and the 4¢ Father Flana-
gan have been printed on it. On tagged

Stephen G. Esrati
P. Q. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Return
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Carrection
Reguested

iF BOX IS CHECKED
YOUR SUBSCRIPTIDN
HAS EXPIRED

stamps, such as the White House coil, the
paper is prephosphored, just as on the oth-
er presses. Thus, there is probably no way
to differentiate an F Press version of a
stamp.

[The pressmen said they were phasing
in PvA-gum paper and phasing out dex-
trin-gum paper. That accounts for the shift
from shiny to matte gum.|

Other stamps recently printed on the F
Press include the Norman Rockwell sin-
gle, the 29¢ and 52¢ Love stamps, and the
Silent Screen Stars sheet.

The Goebel D Press is also an offset/
intaglio press. While it can share intaglio
plates with the F Press, the offsel plates
are not interchangeable.

The press construction is also different.
On the D Press, there are four pnnt sta-
tions for the four offset plates. That is,
one color is printed and the web moves
down the line a few feet to the station for
a second {third, fourth) color. On the F
Press, there is only one print station—a
large cylinder with the four offset plates
arranged around it. This design should im-
prove color registration of slamps.

Virtually all stamp finishing {(coiling,
booklet formation, perforating) is now
done off-line at BEP. The F Press is no ex-
ception with its large rolls being sent over

to the approprate equipment. The press,
however, does use a different color-
registration Sysiem than the other presses.
To the booklet or sheet collector, this will
mean more marginal symbols, especially
on the intaglio plates.

Conversation with BEF personnel also
cleared up another mystery. Back in 1989,
log sheets obtained from BEP indicated
that an F Orchid stamp was printed on the
D Press. It was assumed thal this was Later
tumed out to be the “F” Tulip contingen-
cy stamp issued in 1991. However, the
“F” stamp was printed by gravure, not off-
set. It turns out that the Orchid stamp was
really a test stamp printed by BEP on the
D Press and then used for comparison
with the same stamp printed in Europe on

‘¥ new F Press.

The use of the letter “F" brings up an in-
leresting question: What happened to the
letter “ET" This was originally the desig-
nation of a new gravure press BEP was go-
ing to buy in the late 1980s. At the tme,
however, the Postal Service let it be
known that all gravure siamps would
eventually be printed by outside contrac-
tors. The press order was canceled. Now,
BEP is again considering ordering a new
gravure press, which will be designated
the E Press upon arrival.
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