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USPS gives *94 shipping quantities

The Postal Service has supplied TPN
with its totals of stamps shipped during
Fiscal Year 1994, which ended on Sept.
30.

While the data do not give us informa-
tion on plate numbers, we are able to ex-
tract some numbers referring to individual
stamps.

The C Press version of the 1¢ Omnibus,
for example, can be clearly identified by
its item numbers, so we can calculate that
379,752,000 stamps were shipped by BEP, of
which only 13 million were in rolls of 500.
All the rest were rolls of 3,000.

On the untagged 2¢ Locomotive, BEP
shipped 39,460,000 stamps, of which only
100,000 were rolls of 500,

BEP shipped a lot of 5¢ Circos Wagons
during the yvear, possibly because ABN
had lost its stamp-printing contract and
the new Stamp Venturers version was not
issued until this vear. But before it

Complete statistics
appear on Page 98

stopped working for USPS, ABN shipped
150 millicn more 5¢ Circus Wagons.

On the 10¢ Canal Boat, the totals given
are for the stamps from Plate 2 printed on
the C Press.

The report does not give quantities for
self-adhesive coil stamps. The quantities
provided for self-adhesive stamps are the
product of the number of “booklets™
shipped fimes the number of stamps in
each self-stick pane.

The 20¢ Truman in the Great Amen-
cans Series on mottled prephosphored
paper had a total distribution of 25.2 mil-
lion stamps. For reasons that only the
Postal Service will ever figure out, the

stamp was never listed in the Stamps, elc,
catalog, but the stamp is still on sale at
the Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center
as Item 1022.

The original Truman stamp was taken
off sale at the cave on June 19, 1993, but
the prephosphored reprint was and is
avajlable from the cave.

More mysterious is the 25¢ London. All
versions of that stamp were taken off sale
long ago, and the sheet slamp was off sale
after Sept. 25. 1993. So how come BEP
had to print more? Or did these stamps
simply come out of BEP’s vaults?

The same question applies to a shipment
of 1.5 million 21¢ Carlson stamps. They
went off sale Sept. 25, 1993.

There are errors in the report. The 3¢
Conesloga is listed as the 3¢ Circus Wag-
on. The 50¢ Nimitz is given the item
number 1050, but that’s not its item num-
ber.

Shiny and low-gloss gum replacing dull gum (we think)

The Postal Service is abandoning what
philatelists call dull gum in favor of
shiny gum and what Ken Lawrence has
dubbed low-gloss gum.

This has been established by deduction,
not on the basis of a USPS announcement .

Clue 1: new precancels are low gloss

The Postal Service said the 15¢ Tail Fin
and the 25¢ Juke Box were being printed
on “pvA gum.,” When dull gum was first
used on stamps in the Americana Series,
it was called PVa gum, or, sometimes, by
its trademarked name, Davac.

Writing about the Americana Series in
the May issue of The American Philate-
list, Lawrence said:

The new paper was backed with a pro-
ptietary dull gum calied Davac, consisting

of polyviny! alcoho! and polyvinyl acetate,
generically known s FVA gum,

Clue 2: untagged 3¢ White reappears

BEP has been printing untagged 3¢
White stamps on LP-57 paper [for paper
specifications, please consult TPN, luly
1993, Page 92] with glossy gum. That's
exactly how the stamps were supposed lo
have been issued in the first place, accord-
ing 10 an announcement by the Postal Ser-
vice.

The UsPs announcement [TPN May
1995, Page 69] said that “while the type
of paper, color of ink, dry gum adhesive,

and engraving are identical for the first
and second printings [of the White
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THE STUDY GROUP LIVES 11

Al Haake was among the first members of the disselved
Plate Number Coil Study Group to agree to be in the re-
constituted Plare Number Coil Study Group.

I have just noticed that on Page vi of the 7995 PNC Cat-
alag, some of which 1 wrote for Richard Nazar, he erased
Hazke'’s name from among study group members. Haake
had not resigned, bur Nazar had a grudge against Haake
over a business deal thar later wen: sour. Nazar certainly
kad every right m write Haake and ask for his resigna-
tion, but to simply excise his name was a bir much!

The following also came back into the fold:

Gerald Blankenship, A. 8. Cibulskas, Gerald H. Clarck,
Kim Cuniberti, Evgene R. Ernst, Glenn A. Estus, Larry
G. Haynes, Myron G. Hill, Jr., Joann Lenz , Dr. Robert
Rabinowitz, Philip F. Rose, Wolfgang Schén, D. John
Shulez, Scott F Smith (via the Internet from the South
Polc), Robert M. Washburn, and Wayne L. Younghlood.

Not rejoining were Dr. Jobn Greenwood, Alan Mala-
koff, Nazar, and Alan Thomson. Tom Maeder resigned
on the grounds that he had not contribured much for sever-
al years. Ken Lawrence was invited but, but declined.

Lawrence stated his position in his PNC column in Linz’.

Neither Esrati nor Nazar has found an answer o the
pioblem that undermined the gromp’s prestige in the first
place: Some members were fracly sharing the resuirs of
their studies and discoveries, while others were conceal-
ing theirs in order to gain privare advantage from them.

That was the issue that led to my resignation four years
ago, and is my reason for not rejoining now. Urless cach
member contributes fairly, dissension is certain to enupt
again.

Much of what Ken was aiming ac is the reporting of new
finds. We know that some new PNCs were found by deal-
ers who are members of the study group who withheld in-
formation about the find to await further finds. Bur thats
in the nature of being in business. These dealers are not
collectors. They're into PNCs to make a living. And
without them, PNC collecting would not be where it is to-
day.

The ethical problem here is this: If I report the exis-
tence of the number, my competitors will seek it. If I set
a low price on it, it may turn out to be scarce. If [ ser a
high price on it, I may be accused of gouging collectors.
If 1 say nothing, I nn the least risk of criticism or of
fnancial loss.

We all know of examples when dealer-members placed
an item on sale cheaply, only to learn later that they
could find no more. This happened with Eagle and Shield
432333 and “G” A4435. Both could be bought early ar less
than $5. It was a financial disaster for the sellers.

We also know of the withholding of datz on the new 10¢
Canal Boats because the finders were unsure of the way
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All jerters are welcome. TPN reserves the right to edit and condense let-
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they should price them.

Bur Kenis charge of “private advantage” was aimed pri-
marily—in this instance—at the finding of a used Eagle
and Shield A11 10 10 10 11 by Rob Washburn., who is nota
dealer and had nothing to gain. Rob actually called Ken
first to tell him of the find, bur could not reach him. He
next called Dr. Robert Rabinowitz and Jerry Koepp (not
a member of the study group).

Meanwhile, the item had been found by Dianc Thomp-
son and offered ar a high wholesale price.

Dr. Rabinowitz and Haake, certain that they would find
adequate supplies of the stamp, urged me to warn people
against buying stamps at prices at or above Diane’s
wholesale price. I put a notice on the Internet that the new
find was overpriced and urged patience.

And that may have been a straw in whar caused Nazar to
break up the study group. As was my habit, I couched the
message as follows: “The Plate Number Coil Study
Group advises collectors...”

Thar brought the ire of Alan Thomson, Nazar, and Alan
Mzlakoff. Joann Lenz and Kim Cuniberti pointed out that
they, o, are members of the sdy group and that they
had not been consulted.

That's rrue. Bur it has always been my practice to use
the study group’s name for most public announcements
because it was unscemly to call attention to myself for
many of the successes of the study growp.

In the casc of the Internet message, three study group
dealers were behind the message and only one (Cuniberri)
who was not involved. I felt it was a correct way o han-
dle the situation. I still do. After all, the study group
also studies prices and dealers do the pricing.

On the other hand, [ have told Nazar thar I can no long-
er do the pricing for the caralog. I am trying to decrease
my workload and I actually put in more than a month of
work on prices for the 1995 catalog. 1 have to pace my-
self.

I wish the study group well, may it continue to solve the
mysteries. And please note, the study group has just
opened up a new and mysterious room: CC1 squares. Let’s
see where they rake us!

Stephen G. Esrati



Roger de Poont draws
@ rave from collector

LETTERS: smpomaticer,

The March 1995 copy of 7PN arrived today. Naturally.
it was a must-sic-down-and-read-cover-to-cover event. I
especially cnjoyed “The Unorthodox Collector” {Page
56). Whar a delight! The csoteric microspecialties never
cease to amaze me. One of my little cubbyholes is mod-
emn manuscript cancels., i.e., “Who took that marking pen
to the Priority stamp?” So now I have quitc a collection
of them.

As a Liberty Series collector, hole size can be very im-
portant when collecting the coil items. And just think,
Roger de Poont might just have a small-hole perf from
the nonexistent 21/3¢ Scort 1056. He does have examples
of other items that have never gone to press. The very
thought of it sends chills up my spine! And to know
where the Phenix, Ala., precancels arc...and even to have a
perfl Oh well, maybe his collection does not date back
into that era.

Carol Morehouse
La Cafiada, Calif.

In reply (By Steve Esrati): Some friends who do not col-
lect PNCs must have been extremely puzzled when they
got Roger’s article as my Christmas card. But I thought a
laugh in the belly was worth two yucky commercial cards
any day.

A tendency to curl

All my plate strips of 20 of the 35¢ Drew from Plate 1
and 2 have an annoying tendency to curl away from the
gum side. The printed surface has a glossy finish.

All my strips of Plates 3 and 4 (to press just eight days
after Plates 1 and 2) lie perfectly flac, and the printed
surface has a dull finish,

I've seen the same phenomenon on the 5¢ and 30¢ dull-
gum postage ducs, where [ equate the glossy Anish paper
with tinted paper and the dull finish with white paper,
possibly erroneously.

Was there a change in paper specifications or in suppli-
ers?

David P. Sdiff, M.D.
Chatlestown, R.1L

P.S. All my 19¢ Sequoyahs are on glossy finish paper.

They also curl.

In reply: TPN’s examination of the Drew and Sequoyah
stamps did not resule in 2 finding that these stamps are
“glossy” or “dull.” All of the Cotrrell-printed Great
Americans exhibit something of a sheen when manipulat-
ed under a strong light, but it would be geing some to
call that sheen “glossy.”

Dr. Stiff's finding that the Drew 1 and 2 and the Se-
quoyah curl away from the gum was confirmed.

Readers are asked to examine their holdings and report
what they find.

The Plate Number, July 1995

Pedro’s World of PNCs

by Pedro Ortegon, M.D.

85

Reporer: [ it true that USPS will be releasing a Legends of
Transportation Coil Sevies, Mr. Runyon?
Runyor: W2/l ... er... The USPS does not recall!

Is completion still the ﬁoal?
I'm still pursuing commercial use of PNCs on cover, but
this latest batch of G’s etc. is mind boggling.
Is completion really our goal in philately anymore?
James E. Duffy Jr.
Highwood, 111

What about my untagged errors?

I'm not surc if  understand you propetly...

Did you say that the 3¢ White was re-issued untagged
with dull gum? If that is wrue, then [ suppose there is no
way for me to distinguish my untagged error single from
that issuc...

I was hoping that the re-issue would be exclusively on
glossy gum.

In reply: This raises an old probilem in philately. The possi-
bility ahways exists that your Hammarskjold ervor will become
worthless because of a reprinting. What do you do?

You run, don’t walk, to your nearest expertizer and get the
thing expertized as an error BEFORE there can be a reprint.

In the case of the 3¢ White, we have been put on alert from
the day the Postal Service announced that it would henceforth
stop tagging values under 108, There was lovs of time to get it
expertized. [t would prove it was frem an earlier printing.

We have had the 3¢ Conestoga reprint with glossy gum
for a while down here in the 35¢ vending machines. The
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paper they are printed on has a rather “shiny” or otherwise
“polished finish™ that is noticeable when you turn it the
right way in the light and when compared to the original
stamp. That’s the way I located my first one on cover and
found the source locally.

Jim Fowler

Greenville, S.C.

via the Internet

What about this misperf?

1 have nat seen any mention of the enclosed photocopy
of a misperforated 20¢ Truman Plate 1 (floating plate
numbers, L-perforator).

Is this a common or rare misperf error?

In reply: Scorr Magdule of Montclzir Stamp Co. says it is
quite common.

Perhaps you can tell me what its value is.

In reply: As in all things philatelic, that depends on supply
and demand. Magdule says you would probably get the same
Jrom a dealer as you would from an auction.

Would you break this into a plate strip of 20 and the
rest into pairs or blocks?

Magdule says it would be easier for a collector ro sell as a full
parne.

Alphonse D. Ponzillo
Waterbury, Conn.

> -
I’'m not interested
Please continue my subscription. I'm afraid I am not
interested in the Great Americans, but you still do in-
clude PNC news.
A.C. O’Leary
Inglewoad, Calif.

On phosphored papers

After being away from dealing for 41/, years, I'm not
adverrising until my catalog is completed, probably a
year from now.

In the meantime, perhaps you can use my updated cata-
log sections on descriptions of overall ragging and pre-
phosphored paper for TPN. It also includes 4 number of
ways to separate the three types (overall, embedded, and
surface tagging).

In reply: The guide will appear in the September issae.

Your article on what terms to use for prephosphored
paper was thought provoking. I avoid the use of the terms
“mottled” and “even’ for the prephosphored paper terms
only because “mozttled” paper can be cmbedded taggant
in the case of intaglio prints, and gravure prints can be ei-
ther embedded or surface tagging.

The same holds true for “even” tagging.

Even though motded and even ragging describe the tag-
ging type more graphically than embedded and surface,
the terms don't always accurately define the tagging type.

I’'m only interested in terms that work for U.S. tagging.

Gene Paquerte
Scottsdale, Ariz.

HS
3
3

.
ssqesees

o

e

sddsapsevennacesnsed

uewnig g Auepy

wmnif g Anreyy

..I...l.-.......ll-
L]
»
L]

Sty

v

sessmbsarnene

nm!mn@

-...‘.Ill.‘......i‘l...‘l.ll.‘.

l.m.nn.:[_gJ[qu

TS ERAIY

L]
»
-

sesevnalncssernne
‘evsseenadesevasnnasoteVennas

l..'ll'.*.....'.l

i

MISPERF—Part of a full pane in which the horizontal
perfs are halfway into the stamps.

‘G’s cause FDC nightmare

Artmaster, which also produces House of Farnam first-day cov-
ers, has been having a dreadful time. Getting all the vanieties of the
“G" siamp has been difficult, Bill Toutant said in a letter to dealers.

There was a tremendous proliferation of plate numbers for the

(32¢) “G" coil printed by American Banknote Co. {dlue G). A total

of 26 different numbers. We've prepared a very small number of

these. While they last, we hava complete sets of 36 PNC FOCs. De-
pending on cachet and whether they're PS/3 or FE/5, we have
priced them at retail for around $375.

Toutant told TPN that all the “G™ stamp sets had been sold.

2 stamps per cover

Like the Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center, Antmaster is pre-
paring one FDC with both Stamp Venturers and BEP versions of the
new bulk-mail stamps and the Flag Over Porch.

No more extensions

Scott Beach, manager of the Philatelic Fulfillment Service Cen-
ter, set the final limit on extensions for canceling “G” stamp FDCs
as May 22. For the Flag over Porch, the final deadline is June 23.
Beach said he would not honor any further requests for exlensions
on the 1wo issues, but he did, as he usually does.

Delay on Peach, Pear
Toutant heaved a sigh of relief when USPS moved the Peach and
Pear stamps from June to July, It’s been that busy with new stamps.

Costly Marilyn Monroe cachet

Antmaster, by the way, paid an advance of $2,500 to the estate of
Marilyn Monroe for permission to use her picture and signature in
its cachet. That's an advance payment against 8% of gross sales.
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High-bright varieties on Great Americans

Stamp fPertf Gum Tagging Dead Bright This chart, prepared by
2¢ Stravinsky Overall X X Wolfgang Elser, is based on
3¢ Clay Qverall X X the use of Lighthouse long-
3¢ White Dull Untaoged X wave and shortwave (with
3¢ White] Glossy Untagged x* filter) lamps in a totally dark
4¢ Schurz Qverall X X oG,

5¢ Black Yellow Block X 2 The stamps Elser describes
5¢ Black White Blogk X as high bright have a strong
E¢ Buck Yallow Overall X X florescence in longwave TV.
S¢ Buck White Overall X The stamps he describes as
13¢ Crazy Horse Qverall X X dead show no fluorescence at
1d¢ Lewis Small block X allin longwave UV,

14¢ Lewis Large block X % The 3¢ White and 29¢ Jef-
15¢ Cady Solid X X ferson were added by 7FN.
i7¢ Carson Overall X X The “bright” White stamps
17¢ Lockwood Block X X has a brownish-yellow appear-
18¢ Masaon Yelow Overail X X ance in longwave UV, but is
18¢ Mason White Overail X X much less fluorescent than the
19¢ Sequovah Querall X X other stamps listed here.

20¢ Bunche Cverall X X Readers are urped to com-
20¢ Galtaudet Qverall X X pare their holdings against this
25¢ London Block X X table, but all reports should in-
28¢ Sitting Bull Block X X dicate what type of UV lamp
29¢ Warren Mottled X X was used. Readers may be
29¢ Jeftersont Solid X X asked to lend their stamps to
35¢ Drew Overall X X TPN for comparison since UV
37¢ Millikan Cverall X X lamps do differ so much.

400 Gilbreth L _ Block X X

40¢ Gilbrelh Bull's eye Qverall X X

45¢ Cushing Block X

45¢ Cushing Qverall X

50¢ Nimitz Bull's eye Block X X

52¢ Humphrey Glossy Mottled X X

i56¢ Harvard Block X X

131 Hevel Block X X

Dealer-go-round
A4435 °G’ stamp price tops $100, but you can get them for two recalled LOWs

Somebxxy is playing games with the “G” stamp with the plale-
number combination A4435.

In March, someone offered a quantity of the stamps at $85 a
roll to Stamps 'n’ Stuff. The seller backed cut of the deal and
sold to Howard Grossman, a Brooklyn dealer, instead.

Grossman first advertised them at $90, then went to $95 and
then to $133. He refused to wholesale any. A week after his offer
at $135, he offered a complete set, including A4435, at §215. That
would mean Grossman is selling the other 41 strips at $2 each—
and that’s for XF.

Some ‘G’s don’t even exist XF. A2223 and A3315 are usually
high; A343¢ and A5327 are usually off center horizontally. But if
Grossman has them XF, he could charge more than $2 a sizip.

Dealers other than Grossman appear to be out of A4435 except
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, who was seliing them at $150. Dr. Rabi-
nowitz also advertised that he’d sell a set for two recalled Leg-
ends of the West panes or $125 and one recalled LOW.

Back numbers

Dealers are Lrying to cater to collectors in the matter of back num-
bers, which are now to be fourd on all coil stamps printed by
Stamp Venturers.

As Richard Sennett, the former managing partner of the frm told
TPN, back numbers are put on stamps with no guidelines or spe-

cifications from the Postal Service. Sennett advised collectors not
to try to collect varieties of the back numbers because they could
have an infinite number of varieties.

Sennett also said the ink jets that apply the numbers do two rolls
of stamps at a time. Bul since 25 rows are printed at once, ane W
needs its own ink jet. That row gets the numbers in the middle of
the stamp. The other rows get them either at the top or the bottom.

Based on that information, some dealers are charging premiums
for stamps with numbers at the center.

Dealers are also charging extra for the position of the back num-
ber, usually adding a premium for its presence on the plate-
numbered stamp.

Self-adhesive panes

Kim Cunibeni has issued a “catalog” price list for self-adhesives.
Among other things he says he has found die-cutting on the brown
29¢ Eagle and Shield. He hopes to develop his list into a catalog.

Brokerage service

Federle Stamps has started a stamp brokerage service for higher
pdced items. The fee is 10% of the sales price, split evenly be-
tween buyer and seller. The minimum fee is $10, therefore, items
costing less than $100 are unlikely Lo be included. For a form, write
3663 Pimiico Ct., Indian Springs OH 45011-5508.
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What the heck are CC1 squares, anyway?

By Stephen G.

Esrati

It began with the 20¢
Truman. When Gerald Clark
examined one of the prephos-
phored Plate 4 reprints, he no-
ticed that some had IlLittle
squares in the selvage.

The queston was: “Hey,
what are these squares?””

In the May issue of TPN we
ran a long letter from Michael
O. Perry, in which he illustrat-
ed miscut coils. Perry sought
information about other col-
lectors who may collect such
material.

But we did not print the part
of Perry's letter in which he
showed a misent strip of 29¢
Flag over White House. The
strip was easy to identify be-
cause it shows a small part of
the design. It even includes
the plate number, a 6.

These stamps were from an
imperforate strip of 50 that
shows the wide horizontal line
that we saw last ime on the
25¢ Flag over Yosemnite. The
White House strip also shows
vertical Lines, but it also shows
the litde squares that Clark
had seen on the Truman.

Perry called them “cci™
squares. That’s two “C"s and
the numeral one.

Perry believes the “CC” to be
the name of a company, Color
Control. But €C1 may be the
full name of the company.

“These marks have been
fourd on six booklet-pane is-
sues since 1992, While it is
possible the cC! markings ex-
ist on all stamp formats prini-
ed by the BEP. they have only
been found on two gravure
and four intaglio/offset printed
booklet issue to date,” Perry
said.

“But I believe that the plate-
makers put on all the marginal
markings for any press that

might be

used. That includes the E-E
(electric eye) markings, the
crow's feet, and the CC1 mark-
ings.”

Here again we regret that we
are missing data about the
presses used to print these
stamps, but we can now make
S0me guesses.

Anything that can be printed
on the intaglio C Press can
also be printed on the intaglio/
offset D Press and the inta-
glio/offset F press.

It is possible that the D and
F presses need the CC1 marks.
For the Lfe of him, though,
Perry cannot understand why
the BEP uses the CCl squares
on one-color stamps (or why
there are two dark blue cCi
squares on his Flag coil. Why
nol just one CCl square as on
the Truman and the White
shect stamps?)

Another thing troubling
Perry is the fact that the CCl1
dots are not consistent in posi-
tion or in size.

There are two different siz-
es of CC1 squares below the
horizontal line. The strip
[printed across the top of this
article] shows the plate num-
ber printed three stamps to
the left of one of the two ver-
tical bars {the printing sleeve
only printed one plate number
per revolution, but there are
two wertical bars and four
sets of CC1 squares per revo-
fution).

| don’t know why they had
the twe diffsrent sizes of CC1
squares. And, interestingly,
the location of the two sets of
small CC1 squares was not

LARGE SQUARES—Two squares are seen near the right
end of the strip shown above. The strip is from an imper-
forate strip of 50, easily identified as coming from Plate
6 of the 29¢ White House. The rectangular indentations
at the top of the strip are actually the bottoms of the
White House stamps.

SMALL SQUARES—This portion of the same strip, seen
below, shows smaller squares. Both illustrations are the
same size as the original.

CC1 squares were both three
stamps ta tha right of the two
vertical bars.

A little later, André Thiele

sent in a photocopy of the new

uniform {one set is 14
stamps to the tight of one
vertical bar while the other
set is 13 stamps to the right
of the other vertical bar)
whereas the tweo sels of large

atpmasddbissandprnndog
L]

[ ] L) L]
e 3 oy b A
et 2 | fes
. ® 1 e
i Y 4 gs
+F =3 '3 ¢ USAE 3
[ R E R R R R EERE N NSRS NY) (AR X ERNE NN XN RN RS NN
- . - -
i, : ¥
L 'EB . o
"z sls o M e
15 g : 5
: 27 B : 23
- . - .lk 5‘
:E m\szz' . USA20e 3
REA PN NPRDERDED RN N (R EE SN NN LR N ELREEE NN
L] . - » -
. b : &
05 g :.E] : 33
. iE RN X
.é' .g - EO
g il | IR
] i .
« 2 w303 : -
l.l.l_’.....'.....l’.l

untagged 3¢ Wkite. He correctly identified the CCl square by
that name.

After TPN began kicking the subject around, Perry was able to
obtain a pholocopy of an article about controlling the register of
the web from some of his colleagues who study the production
of booklets. The article was called “In Control of Register” and
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ONE INTAGLIO, FOUR OFFSET—Unfoided booklet pane
showing one intaglio and four offset GC1 squares in the

appeared in the May 1994 issue of Package Printing & Convert-
ing.

The article discussed the need for an inspection system to con-
trol color registration. Printers want a sysiem that is easy to use.

When members of the Plate Number Coil Study Group toured
BEP last year during NAPEX, one thing they noticed was that the
pressmen working on the F Press were watching video monitors
as the press whirled.

Ken Lawrence recalls that “we were shown the small-square
marginal dots. The printers showed us that the new video moni-
tors are activated by those markings, one for each color of ink.”

The article, by Marie Ranoia, makes this a bit clearer. Press-
men control register by the use of high-resolution cameras, elec-
tronic controls, and video monitors.

We noticed that the pressmen were able to stop the whirring
picture or the monitor at a selected spot on the web. They did
this through the electronic controls. The picture on the monitor,
of course, came from the cameras that constantly scan the web.

One of the systems listed by Ranoia is an image processor
manufactured by cC1. It is menu driven and controlied by touch-
ing the screen on the monitor.

David Allen, sales manager for video web inspection systems
at CCl, is quoted as saying a “register-control system has to cut
make-ready time; it has to have the ability to get the press into
initial register faster so that make-ready time is cut to an abso-
lute minimum.”

Allen predicted that press manufacturers and the makers of
web-inspection equipment would get together to integrate the
systems into the presses.

Lawrence remembers being told that each CCl square is for
each color. This made Perry wonder why CC1 squares are used
at all on one-color printings.

TPN then asked Phil Rose, a member of the PNC Study Group,
who is a collector of booklets, whether he had ever heard of CCl1
squares.

“Sure,” he said. “You find them—along with those color-
registration crosses—in the selvage of miscut booklets.”

Rose later sent in a copyright diagram drawn by Perry that is
reproduced {without the copyright notice required by law) in the
1994 Linn’'s U.S. Stamp Yearbook (pages 308-09). The diagram
shows the 36 booklet panes in the web and shows that the pane
from Position 25 shows CCl squares. The pane from Position 28
may show CCl squares on its right edge if it has been miscut.
Readers who have the Lirn’s Yearbook are urged to consult these
diagrams and to consult the tables about unfolded booklets
panes.

Told that CcC1 squares were being used on one-color intaglio
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tab. Here the CC1 squares are used to check color regis-
tration. {Collection of Michael 0. Perry)

stamps, Rose said, “I don’t know why they’d do that. In a multi-
color printing, there are several of these, all in different colors. [
have one that is miscut [Position 28 in the Perry drawing] and
where the squares are not aligned.”

But there's another matter that needs to be discussed here.
Some PNC purists have objected strongly to the inclusion in TPN
of material not directly dealing with PNCs. We had already no-
ticed that the study of the Great Americans led to better under-
standing of the papers used to print PNCs and the time frames for
the use of various presses. Many of these data simply were not
available to philately because of the veil pulied over stamp pro-
duction by USPS.

Here we have an example of a booklet specialist (Perry) study-
ing PNCs to figure out his specialty and then two PNC collectors
noticing on Great Americans what they had found on miscut
PNCs. Finally, a PNC collector (Rose) who also collects booklets,
pulls the whole thing together for us.

Perhaps it’s not so easy to segregate one part of philately from
all others.

The novel that wasn’t

By Stephen G. Esrati

This issue of TPN was supposed to camry a half page ad for
Comrades, Avenge Us, a full-length novel by me. Because the
book has two heroes, an American and a Canadiar, I had sought
tc have it published in Canada and answered an ad from a Cana-
dian literary agency that appeared for more than a year in The
New York Ttmes and in many other publications.

In the fall of 1994 I was overjoyed when the agent called me,
saying he was calling from Dublin, Ireland, to tell me that the
novel had been “sold.” There was a hitch. The “publisher” was
new and needed seed money to get his initial works on the mar-
ket. I was asked to pay a modest amount in co-publishing fees
and was told my book was oo late for the 1994 Christmas list.

Try as I might, I could not get the publisher to come forth with
galley proofs, the cover art, the name of an editor with whom I
could work, or 2 publishing date. Further, when I informed the
publisher of a possibility of getting the book published in Slove-
nia (where much of the action takes place), I was ignored. There
was no spring list. I was told I was on the summer list, but never
was able 10 get one. Finally I retained a lawyer, who found that
the “Lietarary agent” and the “publisher” were one and the same.
1 had been victimized by a huge fraud.

I am now looking for a new (and honest) agent.



reports in which we are interested:

Gum: listed by USPS in its news release on
this stamp was “water activated.” BEP said

“PVA,” 5VS said “water activated.”

Plates Listed by BEP (in order of plate
25¢ Juke Box

number) were magenta, yellow, cyan,

Colors of BEP stamp were Listed by USPs
as yellow, magenta, cyan, black, and dark
aqua. Colors listed by BEP were Process
black, and blue. Plates listed by 5vS (order

magenta, cyan, yellow, and green (PMS

3155C).

of plate number not stated) were magenta,
yellow, cyan, black, and teal (PMS 3155).

15¢ Tail Fin

Colors of BEP stamp were listed by USPS
as yellow, magenta, cyan, black, dark aqua,
and lavender. Colors listed by BEP were
Process magenta, cyan, yellow, black,
green (PMS 3155C), and purple (PMS 522C).

Plates listed by BEP (in order of plate

number) were magenta, yellow, cyan,
black, blue, and purple. Plates listed by svs
(order of plate number rot stated) were yel-
low, magenta, teal (PMS 3155), black.

Gum listed by USPS in its news release on

this stamp was “water activated.” BEP said

“pvA," 8VS said “water activated.”

We are not really interested in how the

gum 15 used. What we want to know is the

We are not sure that we received a com-
plete plate-activity report for the quarter.
All of the stamps listed above were indeed

dealing with low-gloss gum. And, that gum
issued in the first quarter of 1995, but what

type of gum. “PvA” tells us that we are
is on both versions, BEP and 5Vs.

Conclusions

aboul the new 3 Conestoga Wagon on
Plate 3, the dull-gum and glossy gum ver-
sions of the 3¢ White from Plate 4, the 10¢

Eagle and Shieid from svs with the plate-

over Field ATM, and other stamps we be-
lieve to have been printed during the quar-
ter but on which we have not yet had col-

lector reports such as the 1¢ Omnibus and

number combiration 72222, the 32¢ Flag
2¢ Lyon?

On the other hand, this is the plate-
activity report has listed only stamps that

have already been issued leaving us with no

stamps to go out and hunt for.

We jotted down some notes on those parts of the plate-activity

+ 5¢ Circus Wagon from 5VS (Stamp Venturers)
» 10¢ undenominated Auto from SVS
+ 25¢ undenominated Juke Box from BEP and SVS

+ 15¢ undenorninated Tail Fip from BEP and VS
= 32¢ Florida Statehood.

» S¢ undenominated Butte
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A plate-activity report for the first quarter was received by
The report covered only the following stamps:

= One-oupce undemominated Love Cherub sheet convertible self-adhesive

« One-ounce urdenorninated Love Cherub sheet stamp
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Ist ofhicial plate report since July 1992

TEN on April 17. The report was promised by Azeezaly Jaffer

during his meeting with writers at NAPEX in November 1994,

booklel




Activity of BEP’s Eagle and Shields
Combination To press Off press Impressions
11111 03/10/93 03/12/93 602,300
04/07/93 04/12/93 1,425,000
10/06/93 10/13/93 956,000
08/18/94 08/19/94 64,000
22222 07/23/93 08/03/93 1,789,000
01/25%4 03/04/94 2,356,500
33333 09/06/94 09/27/94 907.000
Real Plate Numbers
Red 191536-1
191541-2
194510-3
Blue 191537-1
1915422
194511-3
Yellow 191538-1
191543-2
1945123
Green  191539-1
191544-2
194513-3
Brown 191540-1
191545-2
194514-3
Note: Some combinations could be reprinted in the second
quarter

Plate-number interval of 14 finally explained

from Ist plate-activity reports in three years

As a quick glance at the technical details on Stamp Venturers’
Flag over Porch coil (Page 92) will demonstrate, the Postal Ser-
vice has been unable to get SVS to give proper information on the
plate makeup of its Champlain Model 1 press. That's the press
that gives a plate-number interval of 14.

For the Porch, $vs told Usps the plate was made up of 20 rows
of 24 stamps, which is impossible if the interval is 14 (which it
i5). But in its plate-activity reports for the first quarter, SVS gives
the plate makeup as 22 rows of 28 stamps, with two plate num-
bers in every row of 28.

“Why not put the plate number on every stamp?” Richard Na-
zar asked in amazement when told of two plate numbers on eve-
ry row. Previously, cne number per revolution was standard.

The Pastal Service said the plate number would be on every
14th stamp on the 32¢ Flag over Porch stamp in coils of 10,000,
which are printed by Stamp Venturers.

That led to speculation that 2 new press is being used at 1.W.
Fergusson & Sons, the subcontractor lo Stamp Venturers for sev-
eral coils being printed in rolls of 10,000.

The first plate-activity reports in three years said the press was
a Champlain Model 1. This still left a question hanging. Previ-
ous stamps printed on the Champlain press (not termed the Mod-
¢l 1) had an interval of 33.

Having a PNC interval of 14 means that more used FNCs will be
found than previously, that dealers and collectors will have less
scrap to dispose of, and that PNC prices for stamps out of rells of
10,000 should come down a bit.

On the new Transportation cotls, USPS ardered two PNCs per
row, giving an interval of 24 in a row of 48.
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Glossy gums replacing
dull gum, we conclude

Continued from Page 83

stamp], the third printing [on the D Press] used LP-57 paper stock
and a dextrin adhesive.”

In plain English, the new White was to have glossy gum.

But when the first untagged version of this stamp was original-
Iy found used in March by Scott Adams and a few days later
mint by André Thiele, both finds were on paper with dull gum.

According to the new paper specifications, all D Press papers
were supposed to use glossy dextrin gum. Untagged dull-gum
stamps were, however, listed under papers for the C Press,
which is identical to the D Press in everything except that it
lacks offset capabilities. One such paper is LP-40, which was
used to print the first two printings of the White stamp. It is still
in use. But its days appear to be numbered.

Both new versions of the White stamp were printed on Plate 4.
The upper left pane shows CC1 squares [see Page 88, this issue].

Alfter TPN's teport of the new stamps being found with dull
gun:, Eugene O’Neal was looking for them when he came up
with Plate 4, but with high-gloss gum.

One of the things that is wrong with the plate-activity reports
at the left, is that the 3¢ White, which probably had two reprint-
ings, is never mentioned.

Clue 3: the new Conestoga Wagen has high-loss gum

Meanwhile, the same thing happened with the 3¢ Conestoga
Wagon coil, which was reprinted untagged on Plate 3 on the C
Press late last year. It had dull gum. That was Item 7763.

Now, the Conestoga, still on Plate 3, has emerged with shiny
gum. It is [tem 77631.

The USPs announcement for this stamp [TPN May 1595, page
69] clearly said: “The paper stock has changed from LP-40 to LP-
57 and the adhesive type has changed from dry gummed to dex-
trin.” The announcement did not say on what press the new ver-
ston was being printed. But it did say that stamp had already
been printed.

We had, of course, been expecting more Conesloga Wagons
because Information from... had indicated that it, the 1¢ Omni-
bus coil, the 2¢ Lyon, and the 5¢ Canoe coil were being deliv-
ered to stamp distribution offices. We expected the White stamp
to be untagged and to have shiny gum, merely because that had
been the trend.

One of the things that is wrong with the plate-activity reporis
at the left, 15 that the 3¢ Conestoga Wagon is never mentioned.

Clue 4: the stickiness survey found dull gum lacking

Lawrence said USPS was aware of complaints that many
stamps were falling off because the gum did not adhere. A sur-
vey, done under the old administzation in the Stamps Division,
found that it was the dull-gum stamps that were the biggest cul-
pnis.

Since USPS is now announcing the low-gloss samps as “PVA,”
we can conclude that the low-gloss gums are a reformulation of
the old dull-gum PvA gum that results in better adhesion and that
also adds a certain amount of gloss, gloss that we call low-gloss.

But what abont this?

Meanwhile, Wayne Youngblood reports a new version of the
10¢ Red Cloud in which the red is more like that of the 5¢
Mufioz Marin. The tagging is mottled prephosphored (previous
prephosphared was solid) and the gum is glossy (same as previ-
ous prephosphored Plate 2.)
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{alltcxzt Fram USPS, TPN additions lnbrachets)

Postal Service moves up ‘Flag Over Porch’ release date
to meet heavy demand for self-adhesive stamps

{TFPN Note: The Postal Service no longer provides the names of subcontraciors
16 Stamp Vemturers, saying the steonps were prinied by Siamp Venmrers in Rich-
mond, Vi, and processed by Siamp Venturers in Milwaukee, Wis. TPN has fought
a losing batile o identify the subcontractors correctly. We believe oll wark done
i1 Riclhmond ix at JW. Fergusson & Sons and all work done in Milwmkee is af
Joseph Schmift Co. But we shail identify the subcontracters from now in the way
USPS does, even though it is wrong.

[The foilowing came in in time for the Meay issue, but we had ruon our of mom. ]

WASHINGTON {April )—With self-adhesive stamps being sold as fast as
they can be printed, the U 8. Postal Service has stepped up production and will
release the “Peel & Stick™ version of the Flag Over Porch stamp in Washington,
D.C., on April 18, a month ahead of schedule

The gummed version of the Flag Over Porch 32¢ stamp, issued io panes, ccils,
and booklets, will siill be issaed May 19 in conjunction with the ROMPEX
Stamp Show ir Denver, Colo.

‘"We are pleased that the Postal Service was able to develop a product that so
appeals to our custoiners,” said Postmaster General Marvin Ruayon. “Since we
issued our fiest self-adhesive stamp two decades ago, we have done extensive re-
search and introduced many changes that have made today's Peel & Stick stamps
50 immensely popular.™

Meore than 1.9 billion self-adhesive Flag Over Porch stamps are being pro-
duced, part of the 6.8 billion Peel & Stick stamps the Postal Service will produce
this year, That is nearly a 200% increase over the 2.4 billion produced in 1954.

Earlier this year, 1.2 billion "Love™ stamps were released in the Peel & Stick
format, and the public is asking far more

“People love the Peel & Stick stamps because they are so easy to use,” said
Runyon.

The Fiag Qver Porch stamp also marks the First Lime a Peel & Stick stamp will
be issued with simulated perforation die cuts. When removed from the sheet, the
edges will appear perforated.

The Flag Over Porch stamp wil! be available in Peel & Stick sheetlets of 20
stamps on April 19, and gumnmed booklets of 20, panes of 100, and rols of 100,
500, 3,000, and 10,000 stamps oo May 20, 1995,

SMALL DATE—The self-
stick stamp (only from
V11111) has tiny print for

LARGE DATE—Other plate
numbers have larger type
for the date. The small

the year. USPS ordered a type carries a premium.
change.

Issue: 32¢ Flag Over Porch

TECHNICAL DETAILS (self-adhesive)
Avery Dennison version

Type: Self-adhesive (baoklet/sheetiet)

Format: Sheetiet {convertible booklet) (single desipn)

Series: Flag

First-day: April 18, 1995, Washingten, DC

Manufacturing process:  Gravure

Printer: Avery Dennison

Primted at: Avery Dennison Security Printing Division

Processed at: Avery Dennison

{Press: Not stated]

Stamps per pane: 20

Paper: Phosphored
Gum: Pressure-sensitive
Colors: Gold, red, dark blue, light blue, black
Size: Standard definitive
Image:  0.72x0.818 inches/18.29X20.78mm
Cverall:  0.87x%0 982 inches22.1x24.9mm
Full pane: 2.61x7.25 inches/56.3]1 84.1 5mm
Plate nurnbers: “V™ followed by five single digits
Marginal markings: ~@ TISPS 1994
Itern number: 6673 shestlet of 20
66731 coil strip of 20
F6573 First-day cover (single)
[PNC Catalog: SAF32-V11111 for the coil]
TECHNICAL DETAILS (coils)
Stamp Venturers version
Type: 32¢ Stamp (Coil of 10,000)
Format: Coil (single design)
Series: Flag
First day: May 19, 1995, Denver, CO
Manufacturing process:  Grawure
Printer: Stamp Yenturers (SVS)
Printed at: Stamp Venhurers, Richmond, VA
Processed at: Stamp Venturers, Milwaukee, W1
[Press: Champlain Model 1, based on interval of 14]
Starmps per coil: 10,000
Paper: Prephosphored
Gume Water activaled
Colors: Yellow, mageuta, cyan, dark blue, gray
Size: Standard defiaitive coil
Image:  0.72x0.31 inches/] 8.3%20.6 mm
Overall: 0 §7x0.95 inches/22,.1>24.4 mm
Plats size: 480 subjects (2022 4) [probably in error; should be
616 subjects (22>28)]
Plate numbers: “8" followed by five single dipits (Repeal every
14 stamps)[S11111]
[This proves that plate size is in error; 2 plate aumbers per row of 28]
[Press: iain 1]
Item number: 7904 ¢oil of 10,000
7904 single stamp
E7901 First Day Cover
(Includes single BEP and SVS stamps)
[PNC Catalog: F32-811111)
TECHNICAL DETAILS (coils)
BEP version
Type: 32¢ Stamp (coils of 100, 500 and 3,000)
First day: May 19, 1995, Denver, CO
Mig. process: Gravure
Printer: Bureau of Engraving & Printing (BEP)
Printed at: BEP, Washington, DC
Processed at: BEP, Washington, DC
Press: Andreotti 601
Plate size: 480 subjects {20x24)
Stamps per ceil: 100, 500 apd 3,000
Paper: Prephosphored Type 1 [low phosphor]
Gume Water-activated PVA fpolyvinyl acetate]
Colors Tan, red, dark biue, light blue, browa
Size: Standard definilive coil
Image:  0.71X0 82 inches/]18.0%20.8mm
Overall:  0.87x0.96 inchea’?2.12Q24. dmm
Plate numbers: Five single digits {11111, 22222, 33333, 44444,
spaced 24 stamps apart)
Item number: 7901 single stamp
7901 coil of 100
7902 coil of 500
7903 coil of 3,000
E7901 first day cover
(Inchudes single BEP and SVS stamps)
[PNC Catalog: F32-11111, F32-22222, F32-33333, F32-44444]
Business Reply Mall Format

Donestic Mail Manual (DMM) 5922.6.7a is corrected Lo show that the busi-
ness reply mail (BRM) format element “FIRST-CLASS MAITL PERMIT NO.”
requires a hyphen between “FIRST" and “CLASS™ ...

First-Class Mail is a Postal Service trademark and must be written with the
first letter of each word capitalized (or the words written in all capital letters) and
a hyphen inserted between the first and second words.

Pogtal Bulietin (4-13-95, Page 11)

[TPN has long ncticed this USPS affectation, but will continue to ignore the
“trademark” and use “first-class mail." Like Scotch™ tape, Laundromat™, Xe-



rox™, and Polaroid™, First-Class Mail™ doesn’t stand a chance unless the
USPS legal department wants to start mailing out warning notices to thousands
of miscreants like 7PN who simply won't go along. TPV stands on its First
Amendment rights, 50 sue usf}

Love is in the air as bearts and cherubs herald spring

WASHINGTON (May 9. 1995)—Had the 11.5. Postal Service's new Love
stamps ... been available in the 17th cenmry, Cyrano de Bergerac would have
had no problem comrmuni cating his feelings to the beautiful Roxanae.

Fortunately, modern-day Cyranos will be able to acquire this year’s 32¢ and
$S5¢ Love Cherub stamps ... May 12 in Lakeville, Pa., ... in a public ceremnony at
Caegars Cove Haven Resort. ...

This year'’s Love stamps are the 14th to be issued by the Postal Service since
1973. The one- and two-ounce stamps ... feature the two popular cherubs includ-
ed in Raphsel's Renaissance masterpiece, Sistine Madonna. ...

[The] Sistine Madonna ... is on display at the Gemildegalerie in Dresden, Ger-
many.

Issue: 55¢ Cherub
TECHNICAL DETAILS (seli-adhesive)
Type: Self adhesive stanp
Format: Sheetlet {or convertible booklet) of 20 (single de-
sign)
Series: Lave
First day: May 12, 1995, Lakeville, PA
Mfg. pracess: Combication affset/intaglio
Printer; Banknote Corp. of America (BCA)
Printed at: BCA, Suffern, N.Y,
Processed at: BCA, Suffern, N.Y.
Press: 6-color Goebel offset; Epikos 4-color intaglio
Fiate size: 360 subjects
Stamps per patve: 20
Paper: Prephosphored self-adhesive
Gum: Preagure seasitive
Colors (FPMS colors): Process yellow, magenta, cyan, and black (offset);
and red (intaglio)
Size:
Image:  0.72x0 B2 inches/18.29»20.76mm
Overall:  0.87%0.982 inches/22.09>24.94mm

Full pane: 7.28X2.610 inches/184.5%66.3mm

Plate numbers- B followed by four single digits {offset) plus one
single digit) intaglio) {¥PN reporters have seen
BI1111-1)

Marginzl markings: “©1994 USPS”
“Peel here to fold » Self-zdhesive stamps = DO
NOT WET”

Item number: 6644 shestlet of 20

[No mention of self-adhasive coils in UUSPS pews release.}
[Art of self-adhesive single unavailable at press time. The seif-adhesive does
not have simulated perforations. |

Ferryboat 19005

CogRailway18Ts

2()Usa €

&
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Cog Railway and Ferryhoat stamps

[This information is taken from The Posta! Bulletin for April 27. The Stamps
Division "forgot” to send it cut. Additional data (markad by an aslerisk) was ob-
tained by telephoae.]

The Postal Service will issue the 20 Cog Railway stamp in coils of 100, 500,
and 3,000 on Jupe 9 in Dallag Texas. ...The stamp is based primarily on the
Cloud, an engine from the Mt. Washington (N.H.) Cag Railway, circa 1870.

Issue: 20¢ Cog Rallway
TECHNICAL DETAILS (coil stamp)}
Formats: Coils of 100, 500, and 3,000 stamps
First day: Iunc 9, 1995
First-day city: Dallas, TX
Printer. BEP
Manufacturing process:  Intaglio
*Pregs: 3-color, web-fed intaglia 901 (C}
*Subjects: 864 (18x48)
*Gum: Water activated
*Papey: Prephosphored
Color: Greep (PMS 343)
Size:
Image:  0.71x%0 82 inches/18.0>Q20.8mm
Overall:  0.27X0.96 inches/22,1X24.4mm
Plate nurnber: One single digit [1]
[Plate numnber interval:  Not stated, probably 24]
Item oumber: T70—Coi! of 100
TH1—Coil of 500
TT12—Loil of 3,000
[PNC Catalog: T20CR~1]
Essue: 32¢ Ferryboat
TECHNICAL DETAILS (ccil starnp)
Formats; Coils of 100
First day: Juns 3, 1995
First-day city: MclLean, VA
Priater BEP
Marufacturing process:  Intaglie
*Press: 3-color, web-fed intaglio 901 {C)
*Subjects: 864 (13%48)
*Gum: ‘Waler activated
*Paper: Prephosphored
Color; Blus (PMS 300)
Size:
Image:  C.71XD 32 inches/18.0220.8mm
Overall:  0.87%0.96 inches/22.1X24.4mm
Plate gumber: One single digit [2]
[Plate number itterval: Mot stated, probably 24]
Ttemn number: 7911—Coil of 100
[FNC Catalog; T32-2]
Pink Rose self-adhesive

{This information is taken from The Postal Bullerin for April 7. The Stamps
Division “forget™ 1o send it out.]

The Postal Service will issue the 32¢ Pink Rose self-adhesive stamp in a $6.40
convertible baoklet of 20 on June 2 in McLean, Va.

The Pink Rose features the same desigr as the 29¢ Roge stamp issued on Aug.
19, 1993, except for the change in the denomination (from 29¢ to 32¢) and the
color {from red to pink).

CHANGED SIMULATION—
This picture, taken from
The Postal Bulletin, shows
what Geraid Clark says
genuinely resembles a
gauge 11%> by 113 ser-
pentine roulette of the old-
en days. USPS “forgot” to

send art.
Issue: 32¢ Pink Rose
TECBNICAL DETAILS (self-adhesive)
Format: Convertible booklet of 20 stamps
First-day: June 2, 1555, McLean, VA

Please turn to Page 94
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By Gerald H. Clark

Once again, it's been a frantic (and expensive) two moaths for
collectors of self-adhesives who tried to keep up with all the
plate numbers on the new issues. Even the large initial distribu-
tion of the Flag over Porch issue seemed to vanish from post
offices nationwide within the first two weeks. Thirteen new plate
numbers were added to the Master List on four new issues

Love Cherubs

One new plate number (B3333-2) was reported on the second
and final distribution of the undenominated (32¢} Lave Cherub
booklet. Only one plate (Bi111-1) has been reported on the 55¢
Cherub issue, and with the smaller print quantities, that may be
the only one we will see.

A phone call to the Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center
confirmed that the Love Cherub coil issues were CANCELED.
Four item numbers had been set up for these: 66991—
undenominated coil strip; 66992—undenocminated full roll;
66441—55¢ coil strip, and 65442—55¢ full roll. Their order status
on the computers have gone from “NO” to “YES” to “NO” to
“LATE DELIVERY” to “CANCELED" within the last 60 days.

Data Bank (continued)

Continued from Page 93
Manufacturing process:  Gravure
Printer: Stamp Venturers
*Printed at: Stamp Venturers, Richmond, Va.,

*Processed al: Stamp Venturers, Milwaukee, Wis.
*Press: Unspecified
Stamps per pane: 20
[Coil stamps per plate: Not stated)]
* g Prephosphored
*Gurme Pressure-sensitive
Celors: Pink (PMS 1905), gresn, and black
Size:
Image:  0.72x0.83 inches/18.29X21.1mm
Overall:  0.87x0 98 inches/22.1x24.9mm

Fullpane: 2.51x7.25 inches/56.3x184.15mm
Plate numbers: “5" followed by three single digits [panes seer by
TPNs reporters show 5111 and 5112]
S USPS 1954
66735 sheetlet of 20
**(Coil strip of 20, 66751
“First-day cover (single), F6575|PNC Catalog:
SAR32-8111, SAR32-5112 for the coil]

**A SHORT EDITORIAL

The Postal Service sells coils of 20 of the 32¢ Pink
Rose sclf adhesive through the Seamps, eze. catalog, as it
does coils from all other self adhesives.

Bur the people at Postal Headquarters have never heard
of these coils, give out no informarion on them, and don’t
even believe they exist. Told that Geoge Amick pub-
lished technical data on 1994 self-stck coils, Monica
Hand said, “He didn't get that information from me.”

If the cave can sell the stamps and if Amick can be 1old
how the plates are made, why can’t the Infformation Spe-
cialists in the Corporate Relations Department find that
out, too?

Marginal markings:
ltern pumber:

Flag over Porch

It didn’t take long to come up with 10 different plate numbers
and three distinct varieties on this issue.

A real shock came from the “SMALL DATE" variety on the pane
with the plate-number combination Vi1111 and it’s Emited area of
distribution. The two sizes are shown in “Data Bank™ on Page 92.

The year was enlarged to almost twice its original size on all
panes produced after viii11. The San Diego area has been the
only location reporting this number. Logic would dictate that
Philatelic Fulfillment would receive quantities before nationwide
distribution would begin. Collectors who have received orders
from Kansas City, however, have reported only V12211. There is
an unconfirmed rumor that Philatelic Fulfillment is aware of the
variety, does have quantities, and may assign a separate order
number for it in the next Stamps, etc. catalog. When I called to
verify this, I was told that AT THIS TIME panes could not be or-
dered by individual plate number. To me, that leaves the door
open.

The third variety comes from the fact that the coil stamps have
straight die cuts on the top and bottom, with “simulated perfs”
only on the sides-a rather ingenious way to simulate a noymal coil
stamp. Also using Villli, the coil version has a large date,

Don’t let your guard down in watching for new numbers on this
issue. The second distribution scheduled to begin May 30, arrived
in some post offices on May 15. A third distribution is scheduled
for July 1, but may, again, start early due to customer demand

The Pink Rose

- Issued June 2, the Pink Rose was reported with two plate num-
bers up to 10 days before the issue date. Two distributions were
scheduled-the first to be completed by May 20 and the second to
be completed by June 20. Coils had not been seen as of this writ-
ing. The “simulated perfs” on this issue are much smaller than on
the Flag over Porch issue. Measuring 111/, by 113, these genu-
inely resemble the “serpentine roulette” of the olden days

29¢ brown Eagle and Shield

Thanks to the work of Doug lams, we have added the terms
“random die cut” and “bull’'s-eye die cut” to the Master List (see
Iams’ article on Page 106).

29¢ Statue of Liberty

Suwrprise! Surprise! The coil was also printed without micro-
perfs and exists with splices! (see article on Page 104). This va-
tiety has been added to the Master List.

More test/demo panes

1 was definitely surprised to hear from Jim Noll who kas some
rather intriguing collecting interests. Among them are two that
cross paths with self-adhesives- ATM test currency and ATM stamp
sheetlets. He informed TPN of three test items used in conjunc-
tion with Postal Buddy machines of which we knew nothing pre-
viously. The items involve seif-adhesive booklets and regular
coils. An article is planned in the September issue of TPN delail-
ing these items.

TPN Thanks to:

Dick Federle, Doug [ams, Bob Kitson , Joann Leaz, Mike Lip-
son, Alan Malakoff, Wayne Meyers, Carol Morehouse, Jim Noll,
Frank Norulak, Joe Reymer, Dr. David Schneider, André Thiele,
and many others for contributing information to help us all keep
track of self adhesives.



Self-stick price averages

By Gerald H. Clark
2431n 25¢ Eagle and Shield
Al ———————— 8127
2475a 25¢ USA Flag ATM
No numberg —————-— 58.33
2478a Red Squirrel
Dillll +—————- 851149
D22211 ——m e $13,06
D2222} ————— . 81549
D22292 e e 315,42
D23133 ————ssanensenas $15.56
24792 29¢ Rose
(UPC 91) smmmmmammman §12.58
(UPC34) —————u— §10.99
24502 29¢ Pine Cone
- [ ——— — 52158
B2 mm e e $12,50
B3 e $12.14
- O — 121
BS — e resssanne. $16.07
B ——— e $12.14
2 R — - $11391
B ———mM7M—————— 813,07
-1~ R————————. 1 . 5.1
Bl0 - 51181
| ;) [ A P
Bl2 -——sessessnncnonmense  §16.07
Bl3 ——mmmeeeeemee 311.81
Bl4 sr—r——————  $12.14
b= R e —— $14.93
Bl6 — 3143
2522a ‘F* (29¢) Flag ATM
No mumbers -——————me  $3.25
2531A 2%¢ Torch ATM
No mumbers
L. lacquered ——w—cseeenes  $15.00
1 uniacquered mrwere—— §12.50
Stamp picture == —m——=—$10.50
29¢ Eagle and Shield

2595a Banknote Corp. (Brown)
Billl-1(unspecified) -e=- §12.79

Bl111-1(ull's sye) ———— $11.63
Bll1l-1(random) -——-—— $15.00
B1i11-2(mspecified) —— $11.49
B1111-2(bull’s cye) =-m-mmr $11.63
Bl111-2(tandom) -———— $15.63
B2222) memmeeeereee §18.21
B2222-2 ——mer e §15.64
B3333-1 ———————-— §1B.07
B3333-3 weccmmmieraaens §19.50
B3434-] ——memeee $13.00
B3434-3 ————————— 3§20.21
Bé3da-] snmcrommeneeeee §14.71
B4344-3 ———————— $205.00
Badddnl ———er  §1342
B4dd43 cmemmme—meee $13.99
2596a Dittler Bros. (Green)
$11.99
$11.49
- 31216
D32322 e $13.50
D32332 meemmmememeeee $13.70
D32342 ——————- $24.00
D42342 —— . $22.07
D43352 ————— 317.79
DS ——mm e 320,63
D43453 e ————  $18.25
D5456] emcrecmmrmne e $16.21
DS4563 ———m e —  $13.57
D54571 mmerm e $14.07
D54573 ———eee §16.93
D54613 wrermem—ere—— 524,17
D61384 = e $27.14
DESTHE e $13.75
2597a Stamp Venturers (Red)}
S11] ceemneosssomonennname $5.75
2598a 29¢ Eapie
Mlll ———e- $11.00
M112 -~~~ ————-  $11.00
2599a 29¢ Statue of Liberty
P — e 31171

D1212 semmermem——— §12.06
271%a Christmas Train ATM
Vil ———————— 31130
1802a 29¢ Christmas Toys
V111l e e $7.58
VI22-1227 oo raseonee $7.95
V222-2112 —— e §7.81
VI 2122 - —- §7.81
V222-2221 s rmnnnsnnanes §7.46
V222-2222 ——————  $8.33
V333-3333 memememreeem e $8.11
28032 29¢ Snowman ATM

VI e $10.86
(' R — $13.58
2813 29¢ Love Sunrise

Bllla]l wamemcemcmcmemmeee $11,87
Blll? smmmrmmemonmeeme §11.99
Bl113 — $11.99
Blll+4 ~ %11.63
B111.5 — - $131.67
B121-5 ~— 31249
B22]1-5 wasenn. 3$16.21
B2224 $11.78
B22S e ee——- 51173
B222-6 ——verrvensniiansemn $11.68
B333-5 — e $24.19
B333.7 —————— j18.64
Bi33:8 e e §17.36
B3339 — e $12.71
B333-10 ——————— $12.71
B333-11 = e e —- 31271
B333-12 e sennan $12.71
B333-14 e $85.00
B33317 ————————— $12.71
BMé-ll wemm e 313,30
BMA]2 csrsrmmnienaeas §12.71
B344-13 e $12.14
B434-1¢ -——————— $81.67
| -FYPS pE——— T EE ] |
Bd44.B cesimmnnnmmnneenas $12,14
TV — $15.56
BA44-10 ~—ssesneen $11.59
B444-13 ——————— S§1271
Bdid-14 cmsemmenmmmeee §12,71
BA44-15 e $12.14
B444-16 =acrem-—mm——  §15.21
B444-17 e 51271
B444-1§ ————————— $i2.14
BA44:10 coreeremenceme—  §12.12
B555-20 cosstrsmuconnnss §12.39
B555-2! ~—mme e 311,50
2373a 29¢ Christmas Santa (5V)
V111l mmeeereerermmemeeee—  $7.65
28740 2%¢ Cardinal ATM

Vil ~—— 311.14
VI222 e 812,33
2886a 32¢ “G™ undenominated
V1111 - $11.00
V222 ———ee———— 31100
2887a 32¢ “G™ ATM

NO DUMBEE —errve v meermars  $11.00
294%a 32¢ undencminated Cherub
BI11-] m—meem e 51292
B2222-] ——m e~ $11.67
B22922 — e $11.67
B3333-2 —masese - 11.67
NEW 32¢ Flag over Field ATM
V111l = $11,00
NEW 32¢ Flag over Forch
viilg ——————— $515.00
V12211 secemomsememmm 31100
V12212 e 811,00
V12312 ~—mereerrme— $11.00
L5 L) [—— $11.00
V12322 e ises $1t.00
V13322~ $11.00
V22211 ———————— 31100
V23322 seermmmcsmmeme e $11.00
V23437 —— e $11.00
NEW 55¢ Love Cherub

Bll1-l wamsencsmenamens 16,56

Updated through June 15 by TPN.
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What's with these?

We ask, USPS replies

By Gerald H. Clark
Questions asked by a TPN reader in November about seif-
adhesives have been answered by the Postal Service.

Sunrise Love

« The third printing, in November 1994, was the last.

« The cylinder combination on the stamps is 555-20 (yellow,
red, blue). This combination is different from the earlier blue,
yellow, red combination. The change in the color rotation was
prompted by some problems Banknote Corp. of America (BCA)
was having on press. The colors were tracking and marking the
white area of the stamp image. (TPN note: Are there any exam-
ples of this phenomenon? }

« The difference you note in the brightmess of the yellow ink
was caused by the change of color rotation. With the yellow
down first, the color retained a cleaner appearance. (TPN noze:
The question dealt with the brightess of the yellow under long-
wave UV light. On the first two printings, the yellow sun rays
glow brightly. On the third printing there is no reaction to the
uv. TPN believes that a change of ink could alse help solve the
tracking and marking problems noted above.}

¢ The reason for the large number of intaglio plate numbers (20
in this instance) was due to z problem with a plate clamp on
press. The clamp caused certain intaglio printing plates to crack.
It is against BCA procedures to print with a cracked plate because
itis hazardous. Hence, the high number of plate changes.

Red Rose pane

* The Rose pressure-sensitive stamp was printed with cut-
guide marks on the left and right side of the web. The Rose was
printed five sheetlets across and four sheetlets around. Out of the
20 sheetlets per cylinder revolution, the cut marks can be found
on eight of the sheetlets. The intetior sheetlets (12 per revolu-
tion) would not have these gride marks. (TPN note: We inow
40% of these panes should exhibit cutting marks. Only panes
printed with the error UPC (91) have been found wilh cutting
marks. Did the process of cutting suddenly become so exact that
all guide marks were trimmed from panes with the corrected
UPC (94) or was the plate reworked when the UPC was changed?)

» Plate numbers 111 were used throughout all printing of the
Red Rose. The UPC correction is done or the back of the liner.
The plate numbers correlate only lo the printing on the face
stock, or stamp image. Because the UPC code change did not re-
guire re-engraving the stamp image, the plate numbers did not
change. (TPN note: We concede that the plate number would not
change because of the correction of the UPC error. However,
with a total printing of over 50 million panes, a “re-engraving”
of that plate had to occur at some point and the same set of num-
bers (5121} was repeated. )

Red Eagle and Shield

The red Eagle and Shield was printed five sheetlets across and
four sheetlets around the cylinder. Cufting marks can be found
on the eight exterior sheetlets, but not on the 12 interor sheet-
lets. There are, therefor, red Eagle and Shield panes in circula-
tion without cutting marks, just like the Red Rose. (TPN note:
Again, 40% of the production should have cutting marks. They
will occur only on panes with the center bar in the top or bottom
positions. This is consistent with our findings. See TPN, January

1993, Page 23, for further insights.)

TPN apprecintes the time and effor: pur forth by the Postal Service in attempl-
ing 1o answer our questions. Although not totally precise in some instances, they
have given us more insight inlo the technical problems and solutions of self-
adhestve stamp production.
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We return to TPN Average,
and it’s starting back up

By Stephen G. Esrati

The last ime we compiled the TPN Av-
erapge was in the issue of September 1994,
when it stood at 208.83. (The exact
amount was missing on the chart in that
issue.)

Meantime, we can add prices from the
1995 PNC Catalog and those of the most
recent dealer price lists.

1 will no longer be able to run compari-
sons from the previous issue because that
is extremely time-consuming.

However, I have added two items to the
average:

* “G" stamp with the plate-number com-
bination A1417.

« 29¢ White House Flag from Plate 18.

To do this, I adjusted the divisor used
for the average so that the average was
identical before and after the additions.

It may be worthwhile to note that no
strips went up in price since we compiled
the 1995 catalog’s prices. But the price
for Plate 2 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper in the
catalog was wrong. (It's my fault!) It was
way too low at $435.

The actual price should have been near
the current avetage of $300.

If that price had been correct, the aver-
age for the 1995 catalog would have been
205.23, not 191.94. In other words, the
average is up a bit over the 1995 catalog
and about even with our last calculation.

We are also tracking “G” stamps and
self-adhesives. The compilation for self
adhesives may be found on Page 95.

A word on self-adhesive prices. Some
numbers are not being advertised, 5o only
one dealer’s price may be reflected in our
chart. Some numbers are simply too new
to have been advertised by dealers, and so
we lack data.

Should one pay extra

for back numbers?

When Stamp Venturers’ Eagle and
Shield stamps with the plate-number com-
bination $22222 came out in rolls of 10,000,
plate strippers soon made a remarkable
observation. They got three strips of five
with back numbers for every Ps/s without
a number. Yet dealers charge more for
stamps with back numbers.

Al Haake commented: “Who knows
whether 10 years from now strips without
back numbers may be more in demand
because the back numbers may bleed
through and ruin the stamps. They’re al-
ready starting to show through”

The Plate Number, July 1995

TPN Average
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THIS CHART IS ALL WET'—The 1995 PNC Catalog had a wrong price for Plate 2 of the
20¢ Fire Pumper. The real 1995 Catatog TPN Averape should be 205.23.

Incidence of 20¢ White House

Plata Faund Parcant
1 314 1.20%
2 i 284%
3 739 2.81%
4 1,408 5.36%
5 282 167%
6 1,901 7.24%
7 8,592 25.10%
8 2,208 8.41%
§ 138 0.53%
10 2,265 §.63%
1 4,370 16.64%
12 1687 €.20%
13 1,250 476%
14 183 0.58%
15 1,298 4.94%
16 927 353%
18 1€ 0.86%
Totals: 26,260 100.00%

About these charts

It is unwise to lean on reports of collec-
tors of the number of PNCs they found in
post office dumpsters or in mixtures as a
reflection of scarcity. These charts are
based upon reports to Coil Line and TPN.

An example of this is Plate 18 of the
29¢ White House. The stamp was issued
just days before the end of the 29¢ era.
Dick Koenig told Coil Line that he knew
of four verified covers with the stamp that
were canceled before the rate change and
10 after. But that alone will not make the
stamp scarce. Dealers were able to load
up on these, so most dealers do not add a
premium over what they charge for most
other White House numbers.

But the chart does illustrate that the
mailing public did not find Plates 5, 9, 14,
or 18 in great quantities.

Is different with the “G” stamps.
While early finds were made of the one
truly scarce number, A4433, there were not
enough to supply all dealers. The stamp is

Incidence of 32¢ ‘G’ stamps

Plata Found Parcant
1111 55 0.65%
2222 92 1.08%
At 142 1.67%
At112 16 0.19%
At113 1 0.01%
A2 1 0.01%
A2 5 0.06%
A1222 15 0.18%
A1311 46 0.54%
A1313 246 2.89%
A1314 19 0.22%
A1324 55 0.65%
A417 6 0.07%
A1433 8 0.09%
Az 2 0.02%
Az212 32 0.38%
AZn13 320 3.75%
AZ2i4 1,184 13.90%
AZ223 [ 0.00%
A2313 13 0.15%
A113 249 2.92%
A314 55 0.65%
A3 B3 0.97%
Adl4 709 B.32%
Al315 2 0.02%
A2323 64 0.75%
A2324 562 6.60%
A3d423 15 0.18%
Al426 4 0.05%
A3433 302 3.55%
A3435 7 0.08%
Al436 578 6.80%
Ad426 4 0.05%
Ad427 202 2.37%
Ad4435 0 0.00%
AS5327 B3 0.97%
Asd17 18 0.21%
AS427 478 561%
As437 2 0.02%
$1111part 283 3.32%
S1111roul 808 9.48%
S2222 1,750 20.55%
Totals: 8,517 100.00%

currently offered by only three dealers at
prices from $125 to 3150. Some dealers
ar¢ asking a premium for A3323. but not
for others that appear scarce in the chart.
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STAMPS ‘N’ STUFF

2700 University, Suite 214,
W. Des Moines, |A 50266-1451
Jarry & Barb Koepp (515) 224-1737
Phone Orders Call TOLL FREE:
1-800-999-5964
FAX: (515) 226-1651
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Stamp quantities shipped in Fiscal Year 1994

BEP CO_II._MSH, prime rate

Foca bem No. Noles Descr| Roll of Stamps shipped
$0.29 7704 Flower 100 320,000
$0.29 7738 Rushmaore 100 7,440,000
$0.29 7922 While Houss 100 10,341 400,000
$029 7923 Whin House 500 911,400,000
$0.29 7924 Whise Housa 3,000 523,104,000

BEP COILS, other

$0.01 7704 Cmnibus 500 13,000,000
$0.01 7705 Cmnibus 3,000 249,792,000
$0.02 72 locomotive 500 100,000
$0.02 7730 Lecomotive 3,000 39,360,000
$0.03 7752 B Press Conestogo 500 4.900.000
$0.03 7763 C Press Conesioga 3.000 45,024,000
20.04 7 Swarn carriage 500 100,000
$0.04 7780 Steam carmage 3,000 12,096,000
$0.05 7755 B Press Cirous Wogen 3,000 7,352,000
$0.10 7739 C Press Canal Boat 500 5,000,000
$0.10 7740 C Prass Canal Boal 3,000 14,880,000
$05 7954 T 3,000 192,000
$0.23 7913 Lunch Wogon 100 219,480,000
$023 7914 lunch Wagen 500 3400,
$0.23 7915 Lunch Wagen 3,000 13,248,000
$1.00 7703 c Seaplane 500 5,700,000

BEP COILS, precanceled

$0.05 7905 Canoa 500 23,900,000
$0.05 7904 Cance 3,000 691,392,000
1$0.10) 7976 Eagls & Shield 500 122 900,000
($0.10} 79777 Eogla & Shisld 3,000 £48.940,000
30.10 7909 Tracter Trailer 500 22,900,000
$0.10 7910 Tractor Traiker 2,000 51'744,000
$023 7925 USA 500 8,200,000
$023 7928 ) USA 3,000 430,336,000

COILS, other printers, not precanceled

$0.05 7732 ABM Cirus 13,000 15C,000,

$0.19 7718 ABM Fishing Boat 500 15C,000,000

$0.19 7719 VS Fishing Boat 500 175,000,000

$0.19 7732 ABM Fishing Boat 3,000 150,000,000

COILS, other printers, precanceled

$0.05 7907 e nos 10,000 1 )
($0.10) 7974 ABN Eagle & Shisld 500 12,000,000
130.10) 7977 ABN Eagle & Shiskd 3,000 &00,000,000
{$0.10 7978 ABN Eagle & Shisld 10,000 500,000,000

$0.23 797 ABN UsA 10,000 300,000,000

- BEP GREAT AMERICANS .
$0.02 1052 Lycn 100 1 8,650,%
$0.04 1054 Flanagan 100 21,000,000
$0.05 1013 Marin 100 25,100,000
$0.10 1010 Red Cloud 100 49,050,000
$0.15 1062 Cody 100 2,800,000
$0.20 1022 Phosphored Truman 100 25,200,000
$0.21 1042 Carlson 100 1,500,000
$0.23 1043 Phosphored Cassalt 100 134,400,000
$0.25 1025 London 100 200,
$0.40 1048 Chennault 100 18,200,000
$0.50 1050 Nimikz 100 24,600,000
$0.52 1057 Humphrey 100 81,150,000
$075 1075 illkia 100 50,400,000
$1.00 100 Hepkins 20 48,700,000
3500 1094 Harra 20 2,360,000

BCA GREAT AMERICANS
$0.20 1018 . Aegar 100 128 030,000
SELF-ADHESIVES {coils not stated) )

Face lizm No, Brinker Rescription L
$5.22 5604 BCA Love Sunrise 13 20,386,083
$3.48 6616 DTR Xenas ‘94 conlemp 12 14,160,000
$5.22 4481 DTR Sichue of Liberty 18 23,348,088
$3.48 5689 AYR Xenas ‘93 conlemp 12 40,000,000
$5.22 L4690 BCA Fire Cone 18 23,155,200
$5.22 6694 ] Rose 18 29,805,000
$5.22 6697 MMM Bhe Eagle 18 21,101,000

ATM panes .

Fac . . Pane of .
$0.29 5517 AYR Cardina 18 769 %
$0.29 5528 AVR Snowman 13 1,858,000
$0.29 5541 AVR Liberty torch 18 1135000




New PNCs

F2WH-8-FDIC—A first-day cover of Plale § of the 29¢ Flag over White
House exists although Plate 8 was not available unl after the end of the grace
period. Two examples known. (Ernst)

F32-11111—Flag over Porch with the plate-oumber combination 11111 (from
BEP). Cails of 100, 500, 3,000. Issued May 19. Interval 24. (Dr. Rebicowitz)

F32-22222~Flag over Porch with the plate-number combibation 22222 (from
BEP). Coils of 100. Issued May 15. Interval 24. (Dr. Rabinowitz)

F32.33333—Flag aver Porch with the plats-number combination 33333 {from
BEP). Coile of 100. Issusd May 19. Interval 24. (Dr. Rabinowitz, Thiele)

F32-44444—Flag over Porch with the plate-number combination 44444 {from
BEP). Coils of 100. Issucd May 19. Interval 24. (Dr. Rabinowitr)

F31-S11111—Flag over Porch with the plate-number combination S11111
(from Stamp Venturers). Coils of 10,000, Issued May 19. Interval 14, (Dr. Rabi-
DOWitZ)

M10-822222—The undenominated (10¢) Eagle and Shield from Stamp Ven-
turers with the plate-number combination §22222. Back numbered on iow-gloss

gum. (Haake) .
T3CW-3-shiny—The 3¢ Conestoga Wagon from Plate 3, untagged, with shiny

gum,

T4S-5, T45-6—Plates 5 and 6 of the unprecanceled 4¢ Stagecoach, totally un-
tagged (error). (Rinaldi)

T20CR-1--The 202 Cog Railway coil frem Plate 1, issued Fune 9. (Dr. Rabi-
nowitz)

T32-2—The 32¢ Ferryboat from Plate 2, issued June 2. (Dr. Rabinowitr)

New Great Americans

3¢ White, Plate 4, untagged, shiny gum. {O’Neal)

10¢ Eed Cloud from Plate 2 on mottled prephosphored paper with shiny gum.
(Youngblood) (This may be the Red Cloud recently described in Linn's as being
in the color of the 5¢ Mufioz Marin. The stamp described by Lina’s also had mot-
tied tagging and shiny gum.)

Self-adhesives

SAF32.V11111—32¢ Flag over Porch self-adhesive cofl. Numbers are
spaced 20 apart. Coil is microperfed 10 stamps from the plate-sumber combina-
tion. Plate number is V11111. Coil size is 5,000 (MalakoIl}

32¢ Flag over Porch self-adhesive pane. Plate pumber is tiny V111IH.
(Clark)

32¢ Flag over Porch pane. Plate number is V12211. (Lenz, via Internet)

32¢ Flag over Porch pane. Plate number is V12212, (Lenz, via Internet)

32¢ Flag over Perch pane. Plate number is V12312, (Grove, via Internet)

32¢ Flag over Porch pane. Plate number is V12321. {Lenz, via Intespet)

32 Flag over Porch pane. Plate number is V12322, (Lenz, via Internet)

32¢ Flag over Porch pane. Plate number is V13322, (Lenz)

32¢ Flag over Porch pane. Plate number is ¥22211. (Lenz, via Internet)

32¢ Flag over Porch pane. Plate pumber is V23322, (Grove, vie Internet)

32¢ Flag over Porch pane. Plate number is ¥23432. (Grave, vie Internet)

32¢ Pink Rose—Issued as a pane of 20. Plate-mumber combipation S111. (Dr.
Rabinowitz)

32¢ Pink Rose—Issued as 2 pane of 20. Plate-number combination 3112, (Dr.
Rabincwitz)
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Facer-cancelers and envelope contents

Several recent issues—In discussing whether the coblenis of 2 letter could
trigger the facer-canceler, we fajled to make clear that it is not the reflected phos-
phorescence of tagged stamps that activates the machiney. It is rather the next
step after the UV lamp excites the phosphors that controls the facer-canceier.
That next step, usually called a “dark room,™ it where the machinery detects the
afterglow of the phosphars. It is the afterglow, not the direct exciternent of the
phosphors that coztrols the machines. This means that it is very donbtful that any
contents-or the fluorsecence in the itk of the $¢ Circus Wagon-could activate the
facer-canceler. But read the next item for a coptrary view.

Page 63—Wayne Youngblood has responded to the letter sugpesting that the
contents of a letter can trigger the facer-canceler: “Contents cannot trigger facer-
cancelers. If an envelope without a tagged stamp goes through, it may get can-
eeied or not. Many times one or more other corners receive the then-random can-
cel.

*The cficn-promated idea that fiuorescence cannot trigger facer-cancelers is u-
dicrous, Just place a fuorescent label on a different corner than the stamp and
see which is canceled. Or, o use USPS* own words, why was the 15¢ Bison cand
reprinted on nonflucrescent paper stok? Because USPS admitied that the
fluorescence was screwing up the canceler.”

Wrong series for Tail Fin

Page 68—The series for the 15¢ Tail Fin s American Culture, not American
Transportation. The PNC Cazalog number prefix for the stamp should be AC, not
AT.

Terminology on phosphored stamps

Pape 78—We misquoted Wayne Youngblood in the discussion of tagping ter-
minology ("Memory needs a Post-it.”) This is what he said:

The terminclogy (surface coated or embedded phosphors) “applies only to co-
graved stampe, which are generally printed on uncoated paper. On gravure and
offsel stamps, there is no embedded lagging because the stamps raguire a coat-
ing, and at least up to now, taggant has been added to that coating.”

Wayne adds that he has never seen ovesall tagging applied over surface tag-
ging. He has seen biock tagging applied as on the Chinese New Year stamp,

That missing editorial about Arvonio

Page 80—Toward the end of “APS Writers Unit gives award to Jaffer” there is
a reference to an editorial about Rick Arvornio. That editerial was replaced as
TPN was going to press by another, because news of Richard Nazar's dissolution
of the Plate Number Coil Study Group arrived on the day 7PN was being taken
to the printer. It was too late to update the story on Page 80.

Revisions in self-adhesives list

V12321 C
By Gerald H. Clark vizsz c
29¢ Eagle and Shield *V13322 c
2595 Banknote Corp. (Brown) vaail c
Eandom gie cut *Vi332 c
Bllll-1 A-B V23432 [
B1111-2 A-B Coil: V11111 ———— A
.
Large year date
B1111-1 A-B
B1l1l-2 A-B NEW 32¢ Pink Rose
(all subsequent purnbers are bull's-eye 5111 ——————— A
die cut) S112 ————me A
Coil:
25993 29¢ Statue of Liberty
Co: DI} —— B
Unparforated Coming new issues
June 17 (Delayed)—3$5.40 Fruits (pane
29492 (32¢) undenominated Of 20)(peaches aud pears)
Love Cherub Same: ¢oil of 5,560
B311332 November—3$5.76 Christmas ATM
—— D (paneor18)
November—36.40 Christmas contem-
NEW 55¢ Love Cherub porary (pane of 30}
BiIL- ——— A Same: coil of 5,560
Please send reporis to Clark wt 424
NEW 32¢ Flag over Porch Roosevell 5t., Midvale UT 84047-3622.
75 1 G R o If you find a new plalr munbez, a photo-
Small yeor date copy would be appreciated.
Vi c
vizi (o * jpdicates item was found in self-
V12312 c service packeging,
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Amick digs up what USPS wouldn’t say

We'll never know for sure, but more
and more reasons why American Bank-
note Co. lost its contract to print stamps
are coming to the surface. Evern before
the announcement, we knew that there
had been a conflict between USPS and ABN
about who would pay for the rewinding of
the Unisys UVM stamps, which, ABN said,
had been wound the wrong way because
the USPS specs were wrong.

There followed the fantastic amray of
plate-ntmber combinations on the “G”
stamps (all printed long before the con-
tract came up for renewal).

And now we learn that when ABN print-
ed the $5.80 Love booklet in 1994, it sim-
ply ignored the Waldbaum typeface that
had been selected by Richard Sheaff who
was the art director and typographer for
the stamp.

George Amick, who tells the story in
the 71994 Linn's U.S. Stamp Yearbook,
said the change made the stamp Iose some
of the elegance of the original. But ABN
retained Sheaff”s font on the stamp shown
on the booklet's cover, so the stamp and
the cover don’t agree. This, however, lets
you compare the fonts. Amick is right.

It's just one of the many stories to be
found in the Yearbook, although officials
at the Postal Service swear up and down
that the pnnting contracts were awarded
by competitive bid. Perhaps they were,
but there are ways to bend the letting of
contracts so the process is not blind.

Amick was able to get exact printing in-
formation not only on the self-adhesive
booklets (most of which the Postal Ser-
vice did not include in its inadequate
press releases), but also learned some-
thing entirely new about the self-adhesive
coils.

Unlike earlier models that were printed
from an appendix at the bottom of the
plate that printed the panes, coils are now
printed separately on a separate plate:

* The Love Sunrise had 130 subjects, 10
across and 18 around, with a plate num-
ber on every 18th stamp. We didn’t know
that. The Postal Service didn’t tell us.

+ The Santa coil was printed on a 324-
subject cylinder that was 9 across and 36
around. The plate-number interval was
12, or to emphasize the importance of
Amick’s information, threz plate numbers
for each revolution of the press. Until
now we thought the new 14-stamp inter-
val of recent Stamp Venturers stamps was
something new. So, once again, we didn’t
know that. The Postal Service didn’t tell
us,

Hey, Mr. Jaffer, we
didn’t know a lot because
the Postal Service
wouldn’t tell us. Now
George Amick tells all.
But we should have
learned it from you

+ When the Postal Service released the
1994 stamp program, it showed a Santa
stamp different from the one that was re-
leased. The “Greetings” was missing.
Anmick tells us why: What was shown was
the stamp in a proposed ATM pane, which
was replaced by the Cardinal. We didn't
know that. The Postal Service didn’t tell
us.

+ The cylinder used to print coils of the
29¢ Blue Eagle had 126 subjects (7
across, 18 around) with a plate-number
interval of 18. Also, the counting num-
bers Al Haake found on the backing
paper, occurred only once across the
width of the seven-stamp-wide web. We
didn't know that. The Postal Service
didn’t teil us.

* On the Statue of Liberty coil, plate
numbers were 18 apart and the plate had
396 subjects (11 across by 36 around),
thus creating the secord stamp with more
than one plate number per revolution. We
didn’t know that. The Postal Service
didn't tell us.

* On the self-stick “G” coil, plate nom-
bers were 18 apart and the plate had 396
subjects (11 across by 36 around), thus
creating the second variety with more
than one plate number per revolution.
This one, of course, was the very first of
the special plates used to print self-
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CIRCLE A MEANS FASSON—Once
again George Amick fills us in on
something we did not know. Fasson
is tha Painesville, Ohio, backing
paper plant of Avery Dennison. The
only other mark so far is Circle M,
for 3M Cos.

adhesive coils, We didn’t know that. The
Postal Service didn't tell us.

So we have seen how Amick filled in
the blanks left by USPS. But he left some
blanks blank, possibly forever since we
have been singularly unable to get the
Postal; Service to provide answers about
the paper differences on the 20¢ Apgar as
well as the difference in the color of the
ink.

That’s only one of the gaps.

Amick carefully excludad the “G” non-
profit stamps belatedly added in 1995
from the 1994 Yearbook because they are
1995 stamps, even if they do have a lying
1994 FDOI cancel.

On the “G” coils, Amick provides what
the Postal Service insisted did not exist:
technical data on ABN’s stamps.

Here's the plate setup: 456 subjects (19
across and 24 around). We knew the 24
because of the plate-number interval. But,
of course, we could do nothing to calcu-
late maximum PNCs. Even that may prove
out of the question, because we cannot
get hold of the statistics ABN provided
abont quantities printed of each plate
number. That information may come ont
when we get plate-activity reports for the
so-called gap vears, when no such reports
were collected. Now, however, USPS and
BEP are fighting about the cost of recover-
ing the data. That’s because USPS told BEP
to destroy the data and BEP did (although
it can, in fact, be salvaged). It’s the cost
of that salvaging effort that is so high.

The Stamp Venturers “G” coils also
came in an odd size: 936 subjects {26
across and 36 around).

Amick alsc solves another mystery.
‘Whal does the “(A)” on the backing paper
of self-adhesives mean? You find it on the
diagonal inscription that says: “Self-
Adhesive (A) Do not wet.” Sometimes it
is replaced by an “(M)" or another letter.

Now we know. A is the code for lami-
nated paper made by the Fasson Division
of Avery. M is for laminated paper by 3M
Co.

As always, Amick has done the hobby a
distinct service by digging up all this in-
formation we had been denied. And we're
taking note here only of the stamps that
are in TPN's sphere. The discussions of
commemoratives are equally interesting,
especially the detailed story of 1994's
most important stamp story, the recalled
Legends of the West.

But for that, you'll just have to buy the
book for $18 plus handling from Linn’s,
P.O. Box 29, Sidney, CH 45365. {sge)
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Cover
.of the
Bi-Month

By Richard L. Beecher

I you have a cover for this fea-
ture, write me at 2641 Locksley P,
Los Angeles, CA 900234

This cover, mailed to a stamp company
in Placentia, Czlif., and postmarked Jan 4,
1989, has three different Great Amencans
stamps to pay a four-ounce insured rate.

The $1.55 in postage breaks down as
70¢ for minimum-level insurance {con-

tents valued at $50 or less) and 85¢ for
postage (25¢ for first ounce, 20¢ for the
next three ounces.
These were the rates until Feb. 2, 1991,
One item of note: [tems mailed at the
minimum insured level do not require a

printad prenumbered blue label. That la-
bel, commonly found in post office lob-
bies, is only required when the insurance
requested is $50.01 or more. In the case
of this cover, a rubber stamp with the
word “INSURED” is sufficient.
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Contemporary Coils

MAIL BID SALE
featuring:

FABULOUS MISCUTSII

More than 100 different strips, some
rarely seen

Linn’s reported that the 23¢ Cassatt has vertical lines on verti-
cally adjacen! stamps. At first, they were thought to be plate
cracks, but Linna’s later called them wiping freaks.

ok

Meanwhile, John Orsega has found a pane of the 20¢ Apgar
with the dot-matrix overprint (TPN May 1995, Page 77). What is
new about Orsega’s find is that his overprint is found on Plate
B2. Previously, we knew of the overprints only on Plate B1.

Orsega’s pane does not show any overprinting on the stamps,
only on the bottom margin.

LL L4

As you will note elsewhere in this issue, the 3¢ White from
Plate 4 has been found on glossy gum.

Mok

+ Plate number 100% on top

¢ Joint lines with no numbers

* Long gap strip with both of
the above

¢ Electric-eye marks

* Changes of design

Scott Adams uses his vacations to hunt and search. From his
base near Albany, N.Y., Adams drove to Washington, where he
found the glossy-gum 3¢ White on sale at the philatelic window
inside the Nationa] Postal Museum.

The next find was in Atlanta, where he found glossy-gum 40¢
Chennaults on sale at the Airport post office.

Finally, in Nashville, Adams found 17¢ Carsons from Plate 15
and 16. To make it even better, the panes showed a vertical tag- : .
ging break. Postmark closing date: July 8, 1995

Call or write today

KIM CUNIBERTI, APS

hkk

Ken Moreau has found 2 3¢ Clay from Plate 1 with a vertical
tagging break. He has also found a 2¢ Stravinsky from Plate 4
with four of them. When TPN called them four track-untagged

lines, using the nomenclature provided by Larry G. Haynes, Mo- PO Box 3654
reau protested: “They're not tracks, they're tagging breaks.” The
terms are interchangeable. Danbury, CT 06813

(203) 431-4303

He has also found a block of 37¢ Millikan from Plate 4 with
three thin breaks vertically through stamps [ and 11 on anm
upper-left pane and three more in the selvage.
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... and then there were 2!

“There’s one plate number for every
revolution of the press,” was a sort of
rule we all lived with. But it is not so any
mare. As may be seen from the re-
view in this issve of George Amick’s
Linn’s 1994 US. Stamp Yearbock, as
many as three plate numbers have been
floating around on some self-stick
coils.

And now the new Transportation
coils are being advertised in Stamps, elc.
as strips of 24, meaning that there are
two plate numbers per revolution.

Amick also has another blockbust-
er: In printing self-stick panes, the print-
ers no longer have one row at the bol-
tom to print coils. No sir, they're printing
the coil stamps by the platefull.

Remember stamp sticks?

The new coils from Stamp Venturers do
not have straight top and bottom edg-
es. Like the rouletted 29¢ Flowers, they
show those tiny bits of paper that
were featured in the “stamp stick.”

If you recall, those stamps could be
made into large blocks, but because of the
curl of the coils and the weakness of
the tiny links between rows, they were
hard to preserve that way. usually
breaking down into coil rows.

DAY covers (cont.)
How does the DAY make up 32

cents on its retum envelopes? One recent-
ly seen cover had four S¢ Circus
Wagons (showing the plate number
“A3") and three 4¢ Steam Carriag-
es. All the stamps were untagged.
According to reports reaching TPN,
the Postal Service wanted DAV to make
its return envelopes usable to facer-
cancelers. In lieu of low-value tagged
stamps, USPS suggested that DAV put
a small phosphorescent mark on its enve-
lopes that would fool the facer-
cancelers into “thinking” this is where the
stamp is.
But the cost was prohibitive. So now the
Postal Service must cope with mil-
lions of envelopes from DAV that are not
machinable. It would have been
cheaper to print up some tagged stamps
just for DAV.

Wanna book or a catalog?

Volume 1A of the Scolt Standard
Pestage Stamp Catalogue, which carries a
cover price of $34, is making an ef-

fort to be a library-shelf book, rather than
one that is discarded after a year of
use as a catalog.

It lists only the United States, Unit-
ed Nations and British Commonwealth
countries of this hemisphere and adds
a 30-page compendium called “The Scott
Annual,” consisting of stamp articles
printed during the previous year in vari-

Stagecoaches found

Pat Rinaldi made a nice find with a
roll of 3,000 of the 4¢ Stagecoach from
Plates 5 and 6. These were from the
first printing, which had pretty good cen-
tering, as opposed to a second print-
ing that was just awful.

Both printings were made especial-

all ehe PNC nows that fits we Priny
“adsome Greal ﬂmcrlcons. toe?

ous publications. This is an attempt to ele-
vate material from throw-away week-
lies into a keepable book.

People who buy this expensive cat-
alog, however, are more interested in the
cataloging, and as always it is useless
to collectors of PNCs, Great Americans, or
self-adhesive coils and panes. This is $34
you can save unless the 1995 catalog
numbers are worth $34 to you.

In any event, the catalog was printed af-
ter Scott announced that it would
start a new set of catalog numbers for the
Great Americans.

Flower is off sale

Richard Beecher was (old by the Phil-
atelic Fulfillment Service Center that the
29¢ Flower coil was removed from
sale on Nov, 11, 1994, The news first ap-
peared in Coil Line,

Self-sticks all sold out

Starting in April, post offices put up
signs saying they were sold out of seli-
adhesives and promising that new sup-
plies would be on hand in May.

That’s what Gerald H. Clark has been
saying all along.

But in May, the signs were still up at
many post offices, despite a huge
printing run on the self-stick Flag over
Parch.

And Steve Esratl found out the hard
way. He tock several thousand “G”
stamps to a firm to sell as scrap. The boss
loved the savings. The secretaries
hated to see lick-and-stick stamps back in
their office. “We prefer the self-
sticks,” one said. Fortunately, the boss’
wish prevailed.

ly for the DAV.

But these had another feature.
Many of the stamps had tagging that
looked like the stars in a moonless
sky-little dots of taggant all over. Similar
tagging has been found on Plate 3 of
the 13¢ Crazy Horse (Paper I) probably
printed in 1984, and Plate 4 of the
17¢ Electric Auto from Plate 4 (Paper II)
printed in 1985,

In addition, some of the stamps in the
roll were totally untagged.

Hey, the type’s too small!

Are you having trouble reading the tiny
new plate numbers and dates on re-
cent stamps? Appareatly you are not
alone. The first Flag over Porch self-
sticks had a plate-number combinatior of
V11111 that was so small that Avery was
asked to enlarge it on later stamps. Cuni-
berti says V11111 may be hard to find
if production was halted for the change.
Dealers are already asking a premi-
um.

Our PNC winners

Dean Hawk won several awards at the
McKinley Stamp Club’s show in Canton,
Othio, for his “U.S. Flag Coils 1969-
1991.” Ron Hayes did likewise for an
exhibit of used 10¢ E&S PNCs at
Wiscopex 95 in Madison, Wisc.

Telling them apart

Al Haake has spent a lot of time in
Ann Arbor, Mich., recently feeding mon-
ey into UVM machines to print dull-
gum and shiny-gum versions of the BEP
version of the UVM stamps. These all
have the changed font in the machines
printer, the one that produces a real



decimal point.

The personnel at the Ann Arbor post office have figured
out a way to tell the dull-gum from the shiny-gum versions
while they are still in the boxes of eight rolls of 3,000. The
dull-gum version has a label on the side of the box warning
against opening before the first day of issue. The shiny-
gum stamps, being reprints, lack that cautionary label.

Note to Coil Line

‘We're happy that you like the new forms used by USPS
%0 provide plate-activity data. You wrote: “Whoever built the
form knew what he was doing, making us suspect it has
its roots in the philatelic community.”

You are carrect, not only in the philatelic community
but in the Plate Number Coil Study Group.

Here's the story. Assistant Postmaster Generzl Gordon
Morison arrived at STaMpsHOW 91 in Philadelphia carrying a
proposed form. He showed it to Dr. Robert Rabinowitz,
Richard Nazar, and Steve Esrati, We Liked some of it, but made
many suggestions for added data. In fact, therefore, the
three of us designed it.

Unfortunately, we outsmarted ourselves. The people
who fill in the forms do not always understand what we wanted.
So, for example, when we asked for information about
presses, we were told “intaglio” or “gravure.” What we wanted,
of course, was the name of the press and its model num-
ber, not the process.

The same applies to other technical details. Thus, it's

time for the Postal Service to have another meeting with philatel-

ic writers.

No back numbers in albums

The publishers of the Lighthouse albums have decided to pay
no attention whatsoever to back numbers in albums or
supplements. But work has begun on publishing a 1392-94 al-
bum supplement for PNCs and coil singles. The company

has accepted the premise that the Transportation Series has come

1o an end but will begin grouping the American Transpor-
tation, American Scenes, and American Cullure series.

New font yes, but useless

Frank Norulak demanded a refund after he put $16 into the

Postal Mailing Center in Costa Mesa, Calif., for 50 UvMs with
the new font.

But the machine, which had just been fixed, mangled the
stamps so that many of them were “perforated” in mid-
stamp by its feeding mechanism.

When postal officials saw his stamps, he got his money
back.

Nortlak said the color of the imprint varied from pitch
black to an outline. When 7PN examined these stamps, the dif-
ference tumed out to be insufficient inking. Here's how
they look.
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Classified ads are 15 cents o word. There is ho <harge
for your address. Members of PNC? are entitled to one
frea 25-word adlet sach year.

WANTED: Coil wrapper labele from any
roll of 17¢ Electric Auto. Send info and
asking prica. E.V. Chadwick, 124 E. Cen-
ter St, Shaveriown, PA 18708. (4-85
PNCY)

FOR SPECIALISTI: We have whal you
need in tagging vanetms-—including un-
tagged errora—gum fypes, p
booklets, sheets, Send 75¢ LSASE for
my list. We pay high pricea for NH. Vic-
tor Bove, Box 1013, New Monmouth, NJ
07748. (6-95)

WANTED PS 183: Fegular Perfed XF-5,
imper, misperf, miscul. John Tison
(PNC? 473, APS, ASDA), PO Box B755,
Newport Beach £A 92658. i-800-054-
4487, (5-95)

LIGHTHOUSE ALBUMS, supplements,
stock books, supplies, UV lmps. | offer
a generous 15% discount. Also, KABE al-
bums and supplements. Esrati, #0B
g;:ﬂ. Shaker Heghts, OH 44120, (4-

TAGGED ERRORS

YAGGED USA: 23¢ USA Flag, BEP ver-
sion, 1111, P5/5 XF, §50; VF $40. 5%
off dor PNC3, Also all BEP E&S 11111
1agped ervor, VI 535, XF40; E&S 22221
tagged error, VF $25, XF 8§30, E&S
52222 tagged error, VF $40, XF $50. Es-
raliésPOE 0130, Shaker Hte., OH 44120
(4-95)

TRACTOA TRAILER OVERPRINTS wani-
od: Pay 520.00 for covers withoul plats
numbets, pay $25 for covers with plate
numbers. Mixiure clips aiso wanted, in-
quire at Box TT, P.O. Bax 20130, Shaker
Hta. DH 44120 (4-85)

RICHARD NAZAR wants 0 thank all 7PN
readers for their support in the success
of the 7925 Pilats Number Coil Catalog.
He has fewes than 50 spiral editions and
40 hard-cover editions still available. Get
them while they last: Nazar Publications,
Inc., POB 7307, Socmersst NJ 08375
7307. Spiral $32.95; hard-cover $49.95;
add $3 shipping and handiing for each
catalog ordered. (4-95)

ALL BACK ISSUES of TPN are available.

For a list with key articles send SASE to

1I1iw11111‘1“1“1“11‘111‘1‘11111 1111111

POB 20130, Shaker Haights, OH 44120.
(4-95)

CHEAP AD: What you are reading is 2
cheap ad. Dnly 15 cants a word with no
charge for name and address. Each

PNC? member is entitled 1o one free 25-
word ad sach year,

JOIN PRC? For details, write Joann Lenz,
372114 Alper Dr., Sterling His. MI 48312-
2203, {4-95)

UNTAGGED 10¢ Red Cioud, fulf pane,
$2500.00; owerall-Otagged 30¢ Lau-
bach, pane $99.00; plate block $4%.00;
ungle ﬂgc. single with selvage $1.50).
Ken Moreau, 402 Coronation Dr., Frank-
lin MA 02038. (PNC 4-95)

PNC RARITY: 17§ Auto, Piata 1, showing

broken axde variety that was ieft out of
the 1985 PNC Catalog. PS/7, Fine only,
§50; P55, Fine only, $40; P53, $25;
PS/2, $20. Esrati, POB 20130, Shaker
Heights, OH 44120. (4-85)

VAGATION BCREDULE: The "office™ of
TPK will be closed from Juna 29 1o
June 30 lor recreation and rehabilita-
tion. The computer wili accept faxes
while I'm away. Don't even dare ask
where i'm going {the May lrip wasin-
tendad for V-E Day in Haly, but the Kal-
jans celebrate April 26, we got there
April 25, We missad the whole show).
I'm taking my ruaning shoes and fny
heart pilis. Stave Esrati

6th REVISICN of the Summary of Data on
tha Great Amaricans is out!  includes
some hew alamps, some new data, even
GCl squares. £750 if you've not or-
dered balore; $5 for updates. Easati, FOB
Sg;ao. Shaker Heghts, OH 44120. (4-

‘G’ STAMP FOCs

Heuse of Farnam (my choice of numbars)

$5; MtCrall, 84; Artmaster, $4. | have
ABN, Stamp Verturara, BEP, nonprofit
and pregord. Hurry, they will not last. Es-
rati, PD3 20130, Shaker Heights, OH
44120 (4-35)

JOIN PHC? For detaile, write Joann Lenz,
37211 Alper Dr., Sterling Hts. Mi 48312-
2203, (4-95)

APIIARYJYYIIVY

RARhAbhibib st

How much did you pay?

way to collect.
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Did you get A4435 for 4.75 (VF)?
My new-issues subscribers did. How much did you
pay? My FDC new-issue subscribers are paying about
$7 for A4435 on FDC. My PS/5 subsaribers paid $4.75.

But it’s always that way. PNCs by subscriptions in-
sure that you get the tough items at the opening price.
That's E&S A32333 for under $3.

Te be honest, they're not always cheap. Some start
high and go up from there.

Steve Esrati
And if you collect Great Americans, I have the un-
tagged 3¢ White. Glossy gum s 90 cents. Dull gum is
#

I also have the shiny gum 40¢ Chennault. It's $4.00.

AR R RN
Y

But it's a surefire, safe
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Liberty coil
also made

without the
microperfs

By Gerald H. Clark

The issuance of the 29¢ Stat-
uve of Liberty self-adhesive
coil on June 24, 1994, intro-
duced collectors to a new phil-
atelic term—*microperfs.”

Microperfs were put on coils
to make it easier to break
down rolls into strips of 18 at
the Philatelic Fulfillment Ser-
vice Center. The philatelic
press devoted much space to
the location of the perfs in re-
iation to the plate-numbered
stamp. The original intention
of UsPs officials was to place
the perfs just to the left of the
numbered stamp. This would
have ruined the colflectibility
of the PS/5. When issued, how-
ever, the perfs had been
moved so that there were four
stamps between the perfs and
the numbered stamp.

The September 1994 TPN
said: “The shift was done at
the request of Scott Beach,
manager of the Philatelic
Fulfillment Service Center,
who asked the manufacturer,
Avery Dennison, t0 move
themn to meet collector prefer-
ences “

In that same atticle, TPN
queried dealers Al Haake and
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz who
believed that the microperfs
were insignificant and that col-
lectors would only want plate-
numbered strips of five.

“TPN thinks that the perfs
through the liner are not what
collectors want to collect, but
for those who do want to show
the microperfs, it would be
best 10 have at least one stamp
at the left of the microperfs,
making a strip of at least
eight,” wrote Steve Esratt.

Most specialists in self-
adhesives felt that a strip
showing the microperfs was
needed for a collection to
show the evolution of self-
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M 66061

SELECT

STATUE OF LIBERTY COILS (PERFDRATED)
QTY: 1 ROLL OF 5004 STAMPS

$.28/S5TAMP

DATE  05/13/94
VALUE 8145118 PER ROLL

M 6661
STATUE OF LIBERTY COLSILNPERFORATED)
aTY: 1 ROLL OF 5004 STAMPS

$.29/STAMWP
DATE 05/18/94
UNIT VALLE $1451.16 PER ROLL/COIL
PLATE # Dill
MANUF AVERY DENNISON

SELECT

POSITIVELY NOT TO BE PLACED ON
SALE UNTIL THE DAY FOLLOWING THE
FIRST=DAY~SALE DATE AS ANNOUNCED

IN THE POSTAL. BLLLETIN

STATUE OF LIBERTY LABELS—Labels indicating that the microperfs wera intentionally

omitted on the coil stamps.

adhesive production. But to
get a long strip showing the
microperfs, as Esrati de-
scribed, access to a complete
toll was needed.

“The Cave™ only shipped
strips of 18 that were torn at
the microperfs at each end.

Shortly after issuance, Ken
Lawrence noted the existence
of roll splices made with red
tape on the back of the strip.
These have been found at vari-
ous positions in relation to the
numbered stamp.

Now, almaost one year after
the first day, TPN has learned
that we were only told half the
story of the microperfs.

Only a portion of the 396
ralls that were produced and
delivered were actually mi-
croperfed!

[llustrated are two Ilabels
from coil rolls manufactured
on the same date and labeled

“SELECT.” Note that one is la-
beled “(PERFORATED)" while
the otker is labeled “(UNPER-
FORATED).”

TPN has verified that the
coil is, indeed, “un”perforated.
Although it is not yet known
kow many were produced, at
least six rolls of 5,004 have
been found. A red tape splice
kas been reported on one of
the “un"perforaled rolls

PNC collectors interested in
varieties will want to add a
long strip to their collection.
With almost 1,700 sirips avail-
able, supply should be well
ahead of demand making this
variety affordable to most. Re-
member, this is not an error,
but a deliberately preduced
second variely

TPN will uy to learn how
many rolls were made, why
we were not informed of the
existence of two collectible

varieties, what the purpose
was, and why it took us al-
most a year o learn of their
manufacture. We hope to have
some answers for the next is-

You won't find ree 1¢ eoils
in vending machines anymore

New vending machines be-
ing placed in post office lob-
bies will sell any number of
32¢ stamps you ask for.

The machine will also make
change in penmnies as well as
Susan B. Anthony dollars.

That means unwanled strips
of 1¢ Omnibus coils will no
longer be available for PNCers
fo look over.

The dangling Omnibuses
never did serve as a clue to a
new variety, but there was al-
ways hope. You walked past,
locked, and hoped you had
found a new variety.
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STEPHEN G. ESRATI

?.0. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120
Telephone: (216) 561-9393
FAX: (216) 561-6030
E-Mail: StevStamps@AOL.com
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VARIETIES

| have varieties, some illus-
trated in the 1935 PNC Cata-
log, some left out. If you need
plate cracks, gaps, low trans-
fers, hash marks, all the stuff
that makes PNC collecting in-
teresting, drop me a note.

i ALSO PUBLISH THE MOST
COMPLETE LIST @F THE
GREAT AMERICANS SERIES.
ASK FOR IT!
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Brown E&S pane has two styles of die cut

By Doug Iams

Much attention is being paid to the two
sizes of the “1995" on the Flag over
Porch self-adhesive pane, but there is an-
other self-adhesive variety that has been
around for nearly three years that re-
ceived scanl notice.

Just as some perforated stamps exist
with different types of perforation, the
brown Eagle and Shield pane exists with
two types of die cuts.

Type I (also called random) die cuts
have vertical cuts that run in continuous
lines, but the horizontal cuts are made up
of one stamp-wide segments that often do
not Line up with the next one in the row.
Sometimes the horizontal cut does not ex-
tend fully between pairs of vertical cuts,
thus leaving a small uncut bridge between
a vertical pair of stamps.

For the Type II (also known as bull’s-
eye) die cut, the vertical and horizontal
cuts appear continuous and meet in a reg-
ular intersection. The comers that are
formed by the edge of the sheetlet and a
single horizontal or vertical cut are sharp,
but the interior corners formed at the in-

Stephen G. Esrati
P. O. Box 20130
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-0130

Forwarding and Heturn
Postage Guaranteed,
Address Correction
Requested
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TYPE 1—Horizontal die cuts do not
iine up with each other.

lersections of the vertical and horizontal
die cuts are slightly rounded. This leaves
tiny holes at the intersections.

Plate-number combinations B1111-1 and
B1111-2 exist with all four possible combi-
nations of Type I and Type 1l die culs and
Type A and B Linerinscriptions.

Since Type [ is known only on Bli11-1
and B1111-2, while Type Il is known on all

TYPE 2—All die cuts line up with
each other and are rectangulatr at
edges, curved inside pane.

plate-number combinations of this issue,
it is likely that Type I was the first found
by collectors.

TPN note: Dealers Michael Lipson and
Kim Cuniberti are selling the brown E&S
in all four varieties. Other dealers, who
have them, say most collectors are not in-
terested but will oblige any who ask for
the varieties.

BULK MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
CLEVELAND, OHIO
PERMIT 1216




