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IS the Transpurtation Series dead?

Linn’s ran a scare headline in its issue
of March 27.

It said:

Transportation coils end;

three new series hegin

Linn’s attributed the demise of the
Transportation coils to Mary Ann Owens,
a distinguished collector who is a member
of the Citizens' Stamp Advisory Commit-
tee (CSAC, pronounced see-sac). She
spoke at SCOPEX, a show at State College,
Pa., where two new coil stamps were re-
leased.

A week later, Owens told Richard Na-
zar, a contributing editor of TPN, that the
Transportation Series should end this year
but that 10 more designs for it are availa-
ble.

She was unable, under CSAC's rules, to
indicate what those designs might be, but
said she was pushing for a couple of de-
nominations.

Nazar said she smiled when he inquired
if ene of the designs could be a dirigible.

In any event, Linn’s assertion faces an-

other problem: The Postal Service has an-
nounced that a 20¢ Cog Railway and a
32¢ Steamboat, both most definitely in
the Transportation Series, will be issued
on June 9 and June 2, respectively.

As quoted by Fred Baumann, Owens
said: “[T]here will be some new varieties
of the older [Transportation Series] de-
signs, such as the 20¢ (sic) Circus Wagon
reprint on March 20.”

Ken Lawrence, who heard Owens’ re-
marks, said this is probably a typographi-
cal etror and that Owens took note of the
5¢ Circus Wagon and the 20¢ Cog Rail-
way.

Linn’s made it seem that she ignored the
designs shown above.

Two new series were released at SQOP-
EX:

Please turn to Page 71

New coils have plate numbers every 14th stamp

When USPS issued news releases on the
new definitives on March 10, it said the
press used at JW. Fergusson & Sons o
print the 5¢ Butte, 10¢ Auto, 15¢ Tail
Fin, and 25¢ Juke Box was of an unspe-
cified type. These stamps have a plate-
number interval of 14, a new spacing.

This, of course, indicates a new press.

It also will lower prices for new PNCs
since dealers will have less scrap to con-
tend with.

The new stamps have back numbers for
accounting purposes, with three digits for
rolls of 500, four digits for rolls of 3,000,
and four digits for rolls of 10,000.

The Plate Number Coil Stndy Gronp's
Gerald H. Clark has determined that the
back numbers have three positions, top,
bottom, and center. This has led him to
conclude that the plates on the new press
are 14>25 because each tray of 50 rolls
contains 24 rolls with numbers on top, 24
rolls with numbers at the bottom, and 2
rolls with numbers at the middie.

“If Richard Senneit says the back-

numbering machine wotrks two rolls at a
time, these centered rolis must be the re-
sult of having one roll on the outside that
could not be paired,” Clark said.

But it is not necessarily true that you'll
be able to find back numbers on the

stamps with the plate numbers. That de-
pends on which stamp in the roll gets the
first back number.

Richard J. Schulman has done the arith-
metic lo figure this out.

Please turn to Page 73
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STUDY GROUP LIVES

This issue of The Plate Number contains arricles by ALS.
Cibulskas, Gerald H, Clark, and me, We wrote them as
members of the Plate Number Coil Study Group, which
has worked on PNCs since 1982 and which produced The
Plate Number Coil Catalog until 1991.

In recent issues, Larry Haynes has contributed what has
been one of the most important rescarch works into PNCs,
his detailed study of the Cottrell presses.

On April 1 (April Fool's Day) Richard J. Nazar, pub-
lisher of the much-belated 1995 catalog, unilaterally dis-
solved the scudy group “cffective immediately” because
the group “has exhausted its uscfulness.”

Nazar charged that the study group “was limiting pro-
ductive PNC research and communication by segregating
izself from the broadening PNC community.”

Questions:

* Who else has been doing productive PNC research?

* Where has it been published?

Nazar, who became coordinator of the study group
when I gave up the editorship of the catalog in 1990 (after
I published the 1991 edition), said the “widening diver-
gence of our individual cthics and concerns over proprie-
tary information” were factors in his decision to dissolve
the group.

But the study group was not for Nazar to dissolve. I had
to give up the catalog and the running of the srudy growp
for health reasons. Since I quit, I have had serious medi-
cal problems. But since then, [ have published some of the
following researchin The Plate Number.

* Ken Lawrence’s analysis of Plate 7 of the 20¢ Flag,
which gave us insights on how the C Press worked.

* The postal history of DAV covers.

* The overprinting of the 10¢ Tractor Trailer.

+ All UV lamps arc not alike. Some give bad results.

¢+ Quantitics of Eagle and Shields.

* The truth about the Redwood Ciry provisional scam
{PNC?printed the huckster's version, uncdited.)

And there has been infinitely maore. Lest anyone think
TPNis “for profit,” let me quickly shoot down that idea.
Ivisn’t.

Dr. Robert Rabinowitz said this of Nazar's action: “It
isn’t his scudy group to dissolve; it's your study group.”

Well, I hereby reconstitute the “dissolved” study growp.
Anyone who was a member of the old study group will
receive an invitation from me to indicate willingness to
remain 2 member. I shall publish 2 list of cthose who ac-
cepted my invitation in the nex issuc of TPN.

I shall also invire Ken Lawrence, who resigned the day
after Nazar took over the group.

Lawrence said he was not sure he would rejoin because

Letters to the editor
All letters are welcome. TPN reserves the ripht to edit and cobdense let-
ters, lo print them as bylined articies, or to reject them. For the sake of effi-
ciency, readers are urged to write to P.O. Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH
44120. TPN will forward letters to the proper authorities for replies. Un-
sigued replies are by Steve Esrati.
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he is still unhappy about a lack of sharing of information,
citing the finding of E&S A11 10 10 10 11 by Rob Washbum,
a member of the study group (who was added by Nazar).

“Washburn would not share any information about the
find with Limni,” Lawrence said, “but he did share it wich
the dealer cabal.” Lawrence writes the PNC column in
Linnl,

What docs all this mean to you, the reader?

* If my invitations arc accepted, there should be no
diminution in news published in 7PNV. Some members of
the study group have not shared information with 7PN,
cither.

* The Summary of Daza on the Great Americans will con-
tnue to be published under the aegis of the Plate Number
Coil Study Group.

Inother words, the only difference will be that Nazar is
no longer coordinator of the group he has dissolved. Be-
fore he was named, the study group had no coordinater. 1
occasionally wrote a round-robin letter, but basically the
group was unstructured. That's my style. I'll reeumn to it

One charge often leveled against me was that the grouwp
was “Esrati’s Chosen 20 because [ limited it to 20 work-
ing members. If more than 20 old members accept the
invitation, [ will rescind the invitation to those who don’c
contribute knowledge.

If any of the former members of the study group do not
want 1o belong to the reconstituted study group, they
need only refuse my invitation. {That will make it easier
to keep it down to 20.)

LETTERS:

Here is a joint-line strip of the 1¢ Omnibus showing no
platc number. My field is taggmg. so check our how this
one is tagged.

In reply: The strip is miscut, so the wheels of the Omnibus
touch the bottom: edge. There is lats of white space above “Om-
nibus 1880s."

The writer has faund another link between PNCs and Great

Steve Esnatt

Cheris finds miscut PNC
strip showing tagging
breaks of the Greats



TAGGING BREAKS—Harizontal tagging breaks on miscut
PNC strip showing amorphous untagged arsa at top cor-
responding to edge of tagging mat and two harizontal
tagging breaks resembling vertical tagging breaks on
Great Americans.

Americans. Under shortwave Uv, this strip shows a poorly
Jormed yet identiwable tagging break at top and a clearer one
below. Since the orientation of Great Americans is ar right an-
gles to that of PNCy, the tagging breaks on the Omnibus are
herizantal, as the accompanying diggram shows.
No, there have been no untagged stamps in this roll of

3,000. T hey’re all like this. And no plate numbers!

Leon Cheris, DD$

Astoria, N.Y.

How untagged stamps are canceled

I have just returned from the USPs Technical Training
Center at Norman, Okla., where T had the opportunity to
test the automated facer-canceler system with several of
the tagged errors of the 10¢ undenominated Eagle and
Shield as well as che tagged error of the 23¢ USA Flag.

I put these on a standard 6¥ 4-inch envelope and had
them run dhirough the machinery. On the first tey, all the
envelopes were canceled, including some that carried to-
tally untagged stamps.

A technician was asked to explain this and he suggested
that it was because of the contents ([ had used a highly
fluorescent Chinese New Year's flyer as a stuffer), which
had triggered the canceler. I removed die seuffer and re-
placed ic with newspaper clippings, and then the facer no
longer detected the tagged stamps. When the newsprint
would not erigger the machinery o cancel the stamps on
the second pass, he said the ragged stamps were tagged
with insufficient PMUs (phosphor meter units).

It is shocking to see the brighwess of these stamps in
shortwave UV and learn that they could not trigger the
facer-canceler.

Name withheld

In reply: This is the first indication that the contents of a
letter could trigger the facer-canceler. This could explain
why many untagged stamps are canceled by the machines.
TPN received an underfranked letter from this reader
with the Chinese New Year's flyer inside. It was canceled
on the back of the envelope.

When TPN sent some tagged precance] errors 1o Wash-
ington, we were told that although the stamps were
tagged, they lacked enough PMUs to trigger postal ma-
chinery. Yet we've seen them canceled. Also seen canceled
was the untagged 5¢ Circus Wagon with the plate number
A3 from ABN, which has a phosphorescent ink.

Yet in a conwolled study Joann Lenz found that nor all
A3s were being canceled.
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Earthquakes! Mudslides! They said Shaker Heights was just
e name! I'll move o California and publish Fault Line.

Miscuts disclose secrets

I"'ve been reading and digesting Larry Haynes' recent ar-
ticles in 7PN about the old Cottrell presses. While I spe-
cialize in booklets, I've always had more than a passing
interest in coils, too.

Information Larry presented in his articles that was
meant to pertain to PNCs is also applicable to bookler or
sheet producton on the Cottrell presses in many cases.
So, I've been reading those articles and learning a lot.

My main reason for writing is to seek help to obtain a
strip of the 3.4¢ School Bus coil that is miscut enough to
show the ends of the E-E bars above each stamp (like the
strip shown on Page 16 of the January 7PN). I've long
sought out examples of any booklet pane or coil stamp
that is miscur enough to show any marginal marking thar
is normally trimmed off.

I enclose a couple of pages of photocopies of the PNC
miscuts ] have obrained over the years. I've been surprised
at the lack of interest in these markings—many PNC col-
lectors don't want them because there is no plate number
showing! Do you knmow of anyone who might have addi-
tional coil strips of which I do not now have an example?

[The writer enclosed photocopies showing the follow-
ing PNC miscuts:

* Imperforate 5.9¢ Bicycle, part E-Eat top

* 4¢ Stagecoach, from bottom row of Plate 4 with 1o0-
rally empty margin

* 4¢ Stagecoach, part E-E at top
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ELECTRIC EYE—Compiete E-E marks
above 25¢ Bread Wagon. The E-E
bars are not solidly colored,
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MISCUT IMPERFORATE—Top row of ten 25¢ Honeybees (trimmed here)
shows part of the EE lines. Note how much thicker they are here than on the
Lunch Wagon on the previous page. There is a thin veriical ling at the top of
the strip between the two right stamps. That line is the tip of a set of over-
lapping offset registration “+* marks. The Honeybee strip is actually 10
stamps long and shows two other faint register marks at the left end {one on
aach side of where the ands of the offset plates maet). Thare is no sign of
the offset plate seam lines al that point, but the width of the gutter batween
the stamps proves that it is where the ends of the offset plates are joined to-

gethar.

* 9.3¢ Mail Wagon, part EE at top

» Imperforate 25¢ Bread Wagon,
complete EE ar top (illuscraved at
left)

LINE BELOW—Line in the color of
the stamp below bottom edgs.

DDUBLE LINE UNDER BOTTOM ROW—Two strips from the sama roll of 100,
partly perforated and partly imperforated, from below the the botiom row of
the 25¢ Flag Over Yosemite. The strips were identified from the coil wrapper
iabel. The second (hotiom} line is not a registration mark bul the result of
excessive ink buildup on the edge of the plate. The strips are shown full size.

[ E R NN N NN NN N
2508380808 s
YevevesePPY
LA R N NN N NN NN ]

LUNCH WAGON-—This uppar edge of the roll of paper that printed the 23¢
Lunch Wagon is almost stamp sized. it shows the full length of the EE lines,
about Bmm long. The original strip, trimmed in our illusiration, is eight
stamps wide.

¢ Impetforate 25¢ Bread Wagon,
from bottom row with horizontal
line across bottom (illustrated at
left) {a similar strip was shown at the
Garfield-Perry March  Party in
March by WilliamHarton, who de-
scribed the line as a side register
mark for the Goebel coiler “used by
BEP as a ‘steering device’ w keep the
web from slipping sideways to en-
sure accurate perforation.”]

* Imperforate unidentified Tuip
{could be from “F” stamp or 29¢ Tu
lip) showing same horizontal line as
the 25¢ Bread Wagon

* 10¢ undenominated Eagle and
Shield with the plate-number combi-
nation A99995, cut high from bottom
row. All of the Eagle’s head clears
the top margin, but tiny remnants of
tops of EE marks may be seen at bot-
tom

Another example of the thick hori-
zontal line is shown on the bottom of
imperforate strips of the 22¢ Flag.
In addidon there are a pair of bot-
tom margin strips from the 25¢ Yo-
semite that show no trace of che
stamp designs (these are illustrated
at the left). Both of these strips show
the wide horizontal line along with a
vertical EE bar. T hese two strips came
from a full roll of 100, pare of which
was perforated and the rest imperfo-
rate. They were identified from the
coil-wrapper label.

Other miscuts submitted to TPN
were:

* Complete £E marks on imperfo-
rate upper margins of the 20¢ Flag



and 22¢ Flag.

*» Incomplete E-E marks at the top of an imperforate
25¢ Flag pair and a barely visible E-E mark at the top of 2
29¢ Rushmore pair.

= The thick horizontal line under the botrom row is
shown on strips of the imperforate 22¢ Flag

¢ Incomplete top margins of the 25¢ Flag Over Yosem-
ite from Plate 15 showing just a bit of the E-E mark at
top, a stamp-sized upper margin from the 23¢ Lunch
Wagon showing complete E-£ marks {(bottom illustration
at left), and an imperforate strip of 25¢ Honeybees show-
ing incomplete E-E marks (illustration on next page).

1 had never heard about the “hash” marks shown on Page
16 of Larry’s article.

Michael O. Perry
P.O. Box 1194, Rainier, OR 97048

What about paper?

I had no idea when you asked me to send you informa-
tion on this glowing phenomenon that you would use it as
an article.

Are there no specifications for this? Is the paper coming
from onc supplier or all of them? Should this be included
in a specialist’s collection or relegated to the micro-
specialise?

[ am thinking along the lincs of the very pronounced
difference on the reissued Legends of the West: dull and

very bright.

New PNCs
Mie¢-11 14 18 18 11, the only Eagle & Shield reported by the Postal Service in
1994 (see TPN, May 1994) that had never been found by collectons. Found used
on cover shout Mar. 7. (Washburn). Found mint, April 4, (Dr. Rabinowite)
T9.3-1, Plate 1 of the 9.32 Mail Wagon, imperforate strip of 18 alto thowing
Plate 2. SR and 7L..(Tison)

New Self-adhesives

(32¢) Undenominated Love Cherub: B2222-1, B2222.2. Feb. 22. (Dr. Rabino-
witz)

Same, B1111-1, about March 20. (Federle)

New Great Americans
3¢ White, Piate 4, untagged. Found used only March 7 in Albamy, N.Y., area.
(Adams). Found mint with duil pum and untagged with ZIP marginal inscription
Match 10 in Peoria, Ill. (Thicic) All copies ¢o far have the plate number at upper
left.

New Scott Catalogue pbumbers

2836a-Avery sclf-achesive "0 “bookiet” pane of 18 (solid prephosphored)

[Scott did pot assign a catalog number to the “G” self-adhesive coil.]

2887a-Avery sell-adhesive “G" ATM pane of 18 (overall tagged)

2888-First-clags “G" presort coil (25¢), blue background

2889-BEP “G" coil (32¢} with black “G"

2890- American Bank Note “G” coil (32¢) with blue *G”™

2891-Stamp Venturers "G™ coil (32¢) perforated with red “G”

2392-Stamp Venturers “G" coil (32¢) rouletted with red “G”

2893-Nonprofit bulk rate “G” coil (5¢), green background

Scott has closed the numbering on 2168-2197, which had been reserved for the
Grest Americans Serles. These stumps will be renumbered.

New Great Americans will have the pumbers 2923-2947.

New Transportation Colis and other rate-change stamps will be wssighed
2896-2922.

The Plate Number, May 1995 @

Personally, I vote for the glow! One of my favorites is

the Russian version of the joint space issue.
Carol Morehouse
Carlsbad, Calif/

In reply: TPN believes that paper specifications no longer
take long-wave fluorescence into account. USPS-P-1191, dat-
ed May 24, 1991, makes only onc mention of fuores-
cence. It states:

The red Auorescence shall not excced 3 PMU when
measured with USPS Phosphormeter.

That does not exclude the use of brighteners. The provi-
sions for testing paper under the USPs Phosphormeter
make no mention of any flusrescence except red.

TPN does not know who supplies the paper.

TPN's cardinal rule is that each collector is king or
queen of his or her collection and the breadth of what onc
collects is a persanal choice. TPNattempts to provide in-
formation to all collectors so they can make intelligent
choices. It advocates no “proper” way to collect.

What 7PN is good for

As you reported in the March TP, the 3¢ Paul Dudley
White MD stamp has been reprinted.

I enclose an untagged plate block from Plate 4.

Again, your reporting has given me the insight to look
for 2 new variety.

Gregg Greenwald,
Marshfield, Wisc.

- BACK-NUMBER
HEADQUARTERS

(320) "G” — STAMP VENTURERS

* Black numbers
* Top or Bottom

» Purple numbers
* 4- or 5-Digit

Any positions on PNC, including
on the S1111 stamp

DR. ROBERT RABINOWITZ
37 Stanwick Pl., Stamford, CT 06905

Phone: (203) 325-2312

FAX: (203) 359-1357
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Miscuts, missing cuts, and dis

By Gerald H. Clark

The “Dumpster Diver” who found the
29¢ Eagle and Shield self-adhesive stamp
without the intaglio denomination {illus-
trated on Page 60, March TPN) also
found a major EFO produced by Stamp
Venturers.

On this 29¢ Rose pane, with the Univer-
sal Product Code 94, the die cut is shifted
as shown in the accompanying illustra-
fion.

Like the brown Eagle and Shield shown

29

AR -]

in the November issue of TPN, this pane
is miscut exactly 6mm, or the full width
of the peel-off tab.

The resuits are striking. The top row of
stamps has two denominations. Denomi-
nations are missing on the third and bot-
tom rows and the third row's first stamp
contains the plate number.

The peel-off stdp conlains three denom-
inations.

Love oddity-Can yon explain?

An interesting oddity on the Love Sun-
rise pane was also submitted by the
“Dumpster Diver.” The pane shows the

The Plate Number, May 1995
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appearing things
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plate-number combination B333-14.

This was found at his local post office
(not in the dumpster this time) and con-
tains an extra peel-off strip. The strip is
on the back of the pane in precisely the
same position as the one on the front of
the pane. The two strips line up exactly.

If you think that somecne could add a
strip 1o the back, look again.

This strip had to be peeled and placed
during production, after printing and die-
cutting, but before cutting of the sheet
into individual panes. The plate-number
combination reads 333-14B, not B333-14.

Pine Cone die cut omitted

Rob Washburn, a member of the PNC
Study Group, submitted photocopies of
the first known EFO on the Pine Cone self-
adhesive.

[Editor’s note: Washbumn sent in his il-
lustration in October. 7PN ran out of
room in the last two issues and had 1o
postpone publication of this find.]

Printed with the plate-number combina-
tion B1l, his pane had no die-cutting be-
tween the second and third vertical rows.

Error dealers had heard rumors of this
error, but Rob’s copy was the first confir-
mation of its existence.

The end result is six horizontal pairs of
stamps missing the vertical die cuts.

The case of the vanishing 1s

Mike Keller must moonlight as a part-
fime magician when he is not hunting
down self-adhesive plate numbers.

He has a mysterions way of making
things disappear.

sdureig sAsaype- Jpg
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Self-adhesive Stamps

Peel and place self-adhesive stamo

In late September, he submitted copies
of the 29¢ Blue Eagle that is supposed to
show the plate-number combination 111.
He said the beige 1 was missing and the
stamps showed only blue and red.

When I first looked at the panes, there
was a faint beige 1. I blinked my eye, and
it was gone!

Close examination of the pane revealed
a soft, mottled tagging compared to the
harsh solid tagging usually seen on this is-
sue.

Comparison under long-wave ultravic-
let light showed no difference between
this pane and normal ones.

Look at it in one light and the number is
there; turn it slightly, and the number dis-

appears.

Shortly after the release of the 29¢ San-
ta self-adhesive, Mike sent me two copies
in plastic envelopes with postal store la-
bels and bar codes but not in the normal
postal store shrink-wrapping.

“When I got these,” Mike zaid, “the yel-
low 1 looked like a couple of dots (five
dots). Now it is very hard to see at all.”

I have examined these under short-wave
UV, incandescent light, fluorescent light,
and any other lighting I could find. My
only explanation as to why it is so hard to
see is because it “just ain't there no
more!”

Although the yellow printing on the
stamps remains normal, that plate number
has just vanished.

Mike and [ are open to any explana-
tions.

Mike maker another disappear
Anather Mike Keller submission was a



pane of the Love Sunrise showing the
plate-number combination B222-6, with an
albino 6.

He said he found a few of these in the
same deck.

The raised impression is there, but there
is no trace of green ink.

Mike, you're either an expert on making
things disappear or an expert on finding
things that should be there but are not.

Colons, dots, dashes, apostrophes

Several collectors have noticed strange
things in the plate numbers on brown Ea-
gle and Shield panes starting with the
plate-number combination B3333-1, and on
all combinations with higher numbers.

In 2 future edition of 7PN we’ll try to
analyze these.

Any new EFOQs?

If you get lucky and find a new EFO or a
new plate number on a self-adhesive, [
would appreciate a photocopy.

Please do not send the actual stapaps un-
less reguested.

An evening phone number would also
be helpful.

Please send 10: P.Q. Box 424, Midvale,
UT 84047-0424.

Recvisions in list

of sclf-adhesives

Editor's note: For mare than a year,
TPN has prinied an updated master list
every two months of all known self-
adhesive booklets and coils. In the past
two issues, few changes have had to be
made ic earlier issues. For that reasonm,
we dre now starting to list only updates
and additions to the master list.

By Gerald H. Clark

2886a 32¢ “G” undenominated
*V1111] smermmeeeeee— €
-vzzm—----—-- c
Colls V11111

2887a 32¢ “G” undenominated ATM
No pumber —————=eeee No wriling

NEW 32¢ undenominaied Cherub

*B111l-} ——eee——— D
B2y ———————cemeee D
B12222 D
Coll: Still unsvailuble, see story elsewhere in this is-
me.
NEW 32¢ Flag over Fleld ATM
V111l measmme———— No wriling
NEW 32¢ Flag over Porcll
Vil

Pleate send reports to Clark at 424 Roosevelt 5t,
Midvale UT 84047-3622. If you find a pew plate num-
ber, a photocopy would be apprecisted.

(AL asterisk in front of & number indicates that the
item was also found In self-service packaging for postal
slores.)
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{all text from USNS, TON additions inbrackels)

Self-adhesive stamps

WASHINGTON, D.C. (March 10)-"Pee] & Stick”
or “Lick & Stick?" Postal customers now have &
choice.

Responding to customer demnand, the U.5. Postal
Service it providing twice a5 many self-adhesive
“Peel & Stick™ stampa in 1995, “The goal,” said
Azeezaly Jaffer, USPS Manager of Stamp Services,
“is to satisfy both the stamp consurner and the stamp
collactor.”

Echancements to the Pesl & Stick line of stamps
is just part of what's in store for the public in 1985
as the Postal Servioe initistes changes throughout its

SAmp program

The USPS will produce more than 4.8 bdillion of
the Poel & Stick stamps this year, nearly a 200% in-
crease over the 2.4 billion produced in 1994, This is
in rexponse 1o the ever-growing mamber of Ameri-
cans purchasing the stamps over the counter and al
seiected automatic teller machines {ATMs) acrozs
the country.

“We are responding to populsr demnand,” gaid Jal-
fer. “Pecple iove these stamps because they are 50
convenient lo use. Many pecple juat dom't like to
lick stamps, especially when they're mailing in large
quantities iike wedding invitations or for the holi-
days.”

The first Peel & Stick commemorative relcused
this year was a non-denominated version of the
“Love Cherub” stamp for one-ounce letters issued
February 1.

Later in the yesr, Peel & Stick booklets for “Flag
over Porch,” “Two Fruits,” “Midnight Angel,” “Pink
Rose” und the “Contemporary Christmae” will have
simulated perforation die cuts. This will make Peel
& Stick stamps look more like the traditional Lick-
and-stick stamps for serious collectors who prefer
perforations over straight die cus.

The Fostal Service is producisg 1.2 billien non-
denominated Love stamps in the Peel & Stick for-
mat and another 200 million in gumimed sheets. Cus-
tomers buying the Love stamps will potice a sig-
nificant change-for the first time, the Peel & Stick
stampe will be available in 20-stamp convertible
booklets instead of the 18-stamp formal previously
used.

The change will standardize Postal Service book-
lets ib both the lick-and-stick and Peel & Stick for-
mats, This will make retail transactions at postal lob-
bies,vending equipment and retail outlets easier, and
simplify making change.

ATM stamps will continue to be mede in sheetlets
cf 18 stamps with straight die cuts. That iz the only
layout that will fit 2 dojlar-bill size, and that has
been theroughly tested for vending from all major
Lypes of commercial ATM equiprent.

A significant change in the way stamps are
shipped to the nation's post offices will affect sever-
al commemgcratives in the 1995 stamp program.

In the past, every past office in the nation received
a “sandard dimribution”cf each commemorative
stamp based upon the size of the office. This means,
for instance, that in 1989 post offices in Florids re-
ceived just as many Montana Statehood stamps as
post offices the same size in Montaba, In many cas-
5, the stamps would sell out quickly in one part of
the country while hardly selling in ancther area.

Targeted disiribution will concenirale some
stampe in the geopraphic localions where they are
most popular, with limited distribution in other areas
going to philatelic units and Stamp Distribution
Offices (SDOs). (The specific1 965 stamp issues
witich will be affected will be announced in a Future
news reiease.) Collectors or individuals who simply
wan! a particular stamp not available locally will
#till be able to obtain any 7.5, stamp currently on
sale by calling, toll-free, 1-800-STAMP-24.

New technology is driving other innovations in an
effort 1o make stamps more fun for coilectors and
mail users aliks. Star-thaped perforations on the cor-
pers of the Marsilyn Monroe stamps and elliptical
perforations on the space shuitle stamps are two
such innovations which will show up later this year.
The elliptical perfs are an added security feahire be-
ing used on high-denominsion stamps to discoursge
counterfeiting,

Also new is the use of micro-type 1o peint “1995"
on all stamps being issued this year. “This marks the
first time in history that we've ever included the
dates on ali of oar stamps issued in a single year,”
noted Jaffer. *“It's a great touch for serious philate-
lists wha want to add s particular stamp 10 their an-
nual collection. Stamp collectors asked us for it, and
we're giving them what they want.”

New definitives

WASHINGTON, D.C. (March 10- Three new
stamp series Mmake their debut in March 2 the U.S.
Pogtal Service dedicates five new definitive stamps
at the SCOPEX Stamp Show in State College,
Penn., and the Postage Stamp Mega-Event in New
York N.Y.

Two new stamps will be issued at the SCOPEX
95 stamp show on March 10. A popdenominated
[5¢] stamp for use on third class non-profit mail de-
picts a colorful butte scenc, and is the first entry in
the *American Scenes™ seties.

Another new aeries, *American Trafsporiation,”
is marked by the debut of & dondenominated [10¢]
Automobile stamp for regular third clast bulk rate
UBE,

One week later, thrae new stamps will be issued at
the Postage Stamp Mega-Event being held at New
York's Madison Square Garden, Two of the stampe,
“Auto Tail Fin” and “Jukebox” kick off the “Ameri-
can Cutture” series. The [15¢) Aute Tail Fin stamp
covers the presorted First-Clase postcard rate, while
the {25¢] Jukebox stamp is for use on presorted
First-Class: lettar mail.

Also being ispwed at the Mega-Event is a 32¢
“Peel & Stick™ starmnp for usc in automatic teller ma-
chines (ATMs) featuring an American fAag flying
over a green field.

NONPRDFTORGJ

TECHNICAL DETAILS
Imsue: Butte
Dencmination: Undenominated 5¢
Formst: Cail (single design)
Serles: American Scenes

[This is & new geries for nonprofit stamps. PNC
Catalog prefix will be AS]
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Inwee dete S city:  Macch 10, 1995

State College, Pa.
Mig. process: Gravure
Printer Stamp Venturers
Printed at: J. W. Fergusson & Sons,
Richmond, Va.
Press: Unspecified
Stampa per eoil: 3,000 and 10,000
[PNC Interval: 14)
[Back numbers: 4 digits on 3,0008
$ digits on 10,0005)
Puper: Unphosphorad
Gum : Water activated
Processed ai: KCS, Milwankee, Wis,
Colors: Yellow, red and blue
Sige:

Image:  0.72x0.B1 inches/18.3x20.6mm
Ovenall:  0.87x0.96 inches/22.1X24.4mm
Plate numbers: “5" and three single digits
[S111 in Jower right cor-

ner]

Marginsl merkings: 1995 [in lower left cormer]

Ttemm nsmber: 7933A-~Coil of 3,000
7934 A—Coil of 10,000

[PNC Catalog: ASS-8111]

Comments:

Supplements nonprofit (S¢) supply to offer cus-
tomers Tore degipn variety (Capoe: Old Glory [*G"

BULK RATE

TECHNICAL DETAILS
Espue: Auta
Denomination: Nondepominated (10¢)
Format: Cail (single design)
Serles: American Transportation
[This is & new series for bulk rate stamps. PNC
Catalog prefix will be AT]
Imae date & city:  March 10, 1995
State College, Pa.
Miy. process: Gravure
Printer: Stamp Venturers
Printed at: J. W. Ferquzson & Sons,
Richmond, Va.
Prems: Unspecified
Stamps per coil: 500, 3,000, and 10,000
[PNC interval: 14)
[Back nambers: 3 digits on 500s
4 digits on 3,000
5 digits on 10,000s]
Paper: Unphosphored, Type I
Gum: Water activated
Processed al: KCS, Milwankee, Wis.
Colars: Black, light brown, dark
brown
Sixe:
Image:  0.72x0.81 inches/1 8,320 6mm
Ovenall:  0.87x0.96€ inches22. 1X24.4mm
Plate numbets: “S" and three single digits

[5111 in lower right ¢or-
ner]
Marginal markings: 1995 {lower left comer]

Ttem number: 7935 A—Coil of 300
7936A—Coil of 3,000
7937A—Coil of 10,000
[PNC Catalogt  AT10-5111]
Comments:

Supplements bulk rate (10¢) supply to offer cus-

tomers more design variety (Tractor-Truiler; Old
Glory [“G" stamp]; Eagle & Shieid)

TECHNICAL DETAILS
Tnene: Flag Over Field
Denomination: 32¢ Seli- Adhesive Stamp
Format: Sheellet (Convertible
Booklet) of 18 (single de-
sign}
Serien: ATM (Automated Teller
Machines) Stamps
Issue Date & City: March 17,1995
New York, N.Y.
Mig. Process: Gravure
Printer: Avery
Printed ot: Avery Dennison
Press: Unspecified
Stamps per sheetlet: 18
Paper: Noophosphored self-
adhesive, laminate for
ATM
Gum: Pressure sensitive
Processed ni: Avery Detinison
Colors: Blue, bright green, red,
black
Shne:
Image:  0.710x0.822 inches/I8.03¢20.88mm
Overall:  0.870x0.982 inches/22.10x24.94mm

Full pane; 6,125%2.510 inches/155.6X56.3mm
Plate numbers: “V" and lour digits
Marginal mariings: “© USPS 19947
Item nurober: 5518—Sheetlet of 18

i

PRESORTED

First-Class Ga_rd

TECHNICAL DETAILS
Isouse: Auto Tail Fin, Presoried
Postzard Rate
Denmminatlon: Nondenominated (15¢)
Formst: Coil (single design)
Serice: Ametican Culture

[This is & new series for presorted first-class
stamps. PNC Catalog prefix will be AT.)

Issue daie & city: March 17, 1995
New York, N.Y.
Mg process: Gravure
Paper: Unphosphored
Gum: ‘Water sctivated
Colors: Yellow, magenta, cysa,
black, dark aqua
Shae:
Image:  0.71x0 82 inchex/18 02X20.81mm
Overall:  0.34X0.99 inches/21.31X25.12mm

Munrginal markings: 1995 [lower lelt corner]

Conum emis:

For presorted postcards (new item); nondenofi-
nated format allows use as various presort rates.

BEP version (rolls of 3,008)
Printer: BEP
Printed af: BEP
Processed at: BEP
Plate numbers: Five single digits [11111 st

bottom ceater]

Yellow, magenta, cyan,
biack, dark aqua, Javender
[PNC interval: 24}

[Back numbers: None}

Ttem number: 7941- A—Coil of 3,000

[PNC Catalog: ACL5-11111]

Stamp Veaturers version (rolls of 10,008)

Printer: Stamp Venturers

Printed at: J. W. Ferguscn & Sons,
Richmend, Va.

Processed at: KCS, Milwaukee, Wis.

Plate numbers: “S" and five single digits
[S11111 at lower right]

Colors: Yellew, magenta, cyan,

black, dark agua
[PNCinterval: i4)
[Back numbers: 5 digits]
7942- A~Coll of 10,000
AC15-S§111117

Ttern number:
[PNC Catalog:

TECHNICAL DETAILS

| ) Juke Box, Presorted First

Class Rate
Denomination: Nondenominsted (25¢)
Formak Coil (single design)
Series: American Culture
Issue dete & clty:  March 17, 1995

New York, N.Y.
Mg, process: Gravure
Paper: Unphosphored
Gum: ‘Water activated



Colors: Yellow, mmgenta, cyan,
black, dark aqua, Javender

Moarpinal markings: 1995 [lower lefi]
Size:

Imege:  0.71x0.82 inches/18.02>20.81mm
Overmll:  .84x%0.89 inchea/21.31>25.12mm
BEP version {rolls of 568 snd 3,008)

Printer: BEP

Printed at: BEP

Processed al: BEP

Plate numbers: Six single digits [111111 at
bottom center]

[PNC imterval: 24]

[Back numbers: None]

Item number: 7938 A—Coil of 500
7038 A—Loil of 3,000

[PNC Catalog: ACYS-111111]

Stamp Ventwrers versioa (rolls of 14,008)

Printer: Stamp Venbirers

Printed at: J. W. Ferguson & Sons,
Richmond, Va.

Procemed ai: KCS, Mitwaukee, Wis.

Plaie sumbers: “5" and fAve single digits

[S11111 st lower right]
[PNC interval: 14]

[Back numbers: Five digits]

Ttem number: 7940 A—Coil of 10,000
[PNC Catslogyr  ACIS-S11111]
Comments:

Supplements “G" First Class Presort; replaces 23¢
USA; nondenominated format allows use as varicus
presort rates.

[The following news release was issued
AFTER the stamps were.}

Stamp reprints create philatelic varietles

WASHINGTON (March 31)—Several definitive
stamps have been reprinted with paper and press
type changes; and for some, denomination changes.
There will be no fist day ceremonies for these is-

Paul Dudley White MD

3¢ Paul Dudley White Pane of 100

Item 1053

Originally issued it 1986 add produced on the Bu-
reau's “A” press, the pew printings have been done
on the “D” press. While the type of paper, color of
ink, dry gum adhesive and engraving sre identical
for the first and second priotings, the third pristing
used LP-57 paper stock and s dextrin adhesive.

[This is a bit confusing. The first three plates were
printed in 1985 apd 1987. This new printing is the
fourth. The new printing has dull gum, a5 did the
carlier.

[It is not yet ciear how one can tell the gum of LP-
57 apart from the gura of LP-40 if the USPS infor-
roation hete given is correct. The current BEP spe-
cifications list LP-40 as being unptagged with dey
guin. LP-57 is listed as a “Regular/Coated™ paper
with Dextrin gum. We believe “Diextrin gum” is ei-
ther low-gloss or glotsy paper. But we have seen
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these stamps. The gum is dull.}

The original printing had a phosphor overprist
(tagging) and the new printings have no phosphor.
The plate number on the reprint is 4. 300 nuliion
stamps have been reprinted. Stamps have aiready
beﬂd.rele-ed. First day cancelstions will not be pro-
vi

Clonestoga Wagon
16500 S

3¢ Conestoga Wagon Coil of 3,008

Item 7763

‘The paper stock has changed from LP-40 to LP-57
and the adhesive type has changed from dry
gummed to dextrin. The plate number on the reprint
is 3. No other changes have been reporied. Stamps
have already been released. First dey cancelations
will not be provided

[Please see TPN comment on paper of the 3¢
White at the left below.]

[Stamp Distribution reports rolls of 3,000 and a
backlog of roils of 500.]

10¢ Bulk Rate Eagle & Shield

Item 7978 (same as before)

While the previous printing used Silver Leaf
paper, the new printing uses Coated Papers Ltd. The
plate number size is in two points from three points
in the Iast prioting. Plate numbers are a every 14th
stamp. Piate numbers were &t every 33rd stamp o0
the last printing. First day cancelatione will not be
provided.

[The 14-stamp interval between plate numnbers in-
dicates that this reprint is by Stamp Venturers. TPN
does nol know what the difference in the papers ic.
As of exly April, the plate number is unknown.]

[Stamp Digtribution reports autornatic distribution
of rolls of 10,000. That means moel philatelics
should get this stamp.]

5¢ Circus Wagon Coll 10,000
Item 7932
Criginally issued August 31, 1990, as an intaglic
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The *“¢” sign is being
restored to low-value stamps
so they are not inadvertently
used or accepted as
dollarwvalua stamps. Only
I1¢-5¢ stamps will be revised,
and only when other revisions
or replacements are required.

CircusWagon 1900s

printed stamp [printed on BEP's B Press], the 5¢
Circus Wagon was reissued Decernber 8, 1992, and
produced by American Bank Note as a gravire-
printed stamp using non-phosphored coated paper
with a water activated achesive on Press 1 Charn-
plain.

{TPN note: This statement is incomrect and reflects
the Postal Service's alleged ignorance of anything
having to do with ABN. The ABN stamps were
printed by Guilford Gravure on an Andreotti Prese.
TPN has never previously heard of “Press 1 Cham-
plain."]

The 1992 printing by ABN was printed on Andre-
otti five-color web-fed gravire press.

The 1992 printing used one gravire cylinder num-
ber preceded by the letter “A” on every Z4th stamp;
the new printing uses one gravure cylinder number
preceded by the letier “S.” The 1992 printing used a
9.8 stroke perforator; the hew printing uses round-
hole perforations. [USPS confuscs a perforslion
gauge (8.8) with SV usage to describe perforation as
“round-hole.” SV calls rouletting “slit perforation.”]
The typography on the new stamp was done by John
Boyd of Anagraphics in New York. The new print-
ing wae done af Stammp Veoturers ip Richmoend, Va.,
and [was] processed at Stamp Venturers in Milwau-
kee, Wis.

To identify the new printing, the denomination has
been changed from “05" t¢ "S¢” and 1995 is printed
on every stamp. The “g" sign i beiog restored to
fow-valuc stamps so they are pot inadveriently used
or accepled as dollar-value stamps. Omly le-5¢
stamps will be revised, and only when other revi-
sions of replacements are required.

Circus Wagon slamps were released, March 20,
1595, in Kansas City, Mo., 64108, First day canceia-
tions will be provided. 200 million stamips have
been printed.

[The Postal Bulietin, from which the following
was taken, also notes that the denomination wis

maoved to the right of the stamp.]
Format: Coil of 10,000
Milx. process: Gravure
Printer: Stamp Venturers
Color: Red (PMS 185)
Skxe:
Image:  0.72X0.81 inches/18.3X20.6mm

Overall:
Plste number:

0.87x0.96 inches/22.1X24.4mm
“§" followed by 1 digit
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SHEET STAMP—This illustration is of the 32¢ Flag Over
Porch sheet stamp. The self-adhesive convertible book-
let's day of issue was advanced 1o April 19. Sheet, coil,
and bockiet stamps will be issued May 20. The self-
adhesive will have “simulated peris,” but this illustration
does not show them. Full details in July TPN.

Stamps withdrawn from regular sale

[From The Postal Bullerin, March 2] Effective March 15, 1995, all post
offices, stations, branches, postal retail elores, and vending outets except author-
ized philatelic windows and centers and the Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center
st withdraw the ilems listed below frem sale and return the stock o their des-
ignated stamp distribution office (SDO) or stamp distribution network (SDN}....

The Philstelic Fulfillment Service Center and the philsielic windows and cen-
ters will continue 1o sell theae items until further notice.

Itern 5517 $3.22 1994 Christmas ATM

Itern 5528 $5.22 1993 Christmas ATM

Tiern 538 $5.22 Liberty Torch ATM

Tierns 5540 , D, and S $4.93 Eagle Self- Adhesive fitem numbers are incorrect)

Ttern 6504 $5.22 Love Sunrise Sheetlet

Iterms 6615, 6616E $3.48 Santa sheetlets

Tterns €561, 6651E, and C 55.22 Statue of Liberty sheetlet

ITterns £588C, D, and E $3 48 Contemporary Cheistimas sheetle:

Iterns 6690, S690E, and N $5.22 Pine Cane sheetlet

Ttems 6654, 6694E, and V 55.22 Rose sheetiet

Iterns 6697, 5697E, and V §5.27 Eagle sheetlet
Date for 32¢, 58¢ Cherubs

WASHINGTON (Feb. 3)—The U.S. Postal Service announced today updates
to its 1995 commemorative stamp program, ¢efailing locations and dates for
firsi-day of issue stamp ceremonies.

Love (Cherubs, 1 and 2 cunces, denominated), May 12, Lakeville, Pa

Back numbers

r
415

440 NEW {5¢) Dotta .__

S0

Scme, with hodk number an PNC _.
MW {(106) Ao SV .
Scwe, with bodk rember an P ..
NEW {15¢) Tl Fin 10001, oo
Some, SINVNT e
Same, with bock numbet o PN _.

415
415

0
(L]

W

5.00
5.00
5.0

i 226 Pafatad: S1111, 52222
PY Soe, whbokrurbeon P . —
« JE13 IYR LS T 1 [ 5.00
Dell Arwsicon Berk Now version (il with prafi °4°)

scw.rumn WY eeee 135 140 150
P 226, boe G W11, AFDI2, WIS, 020, M2IZ, 1222,
M 01311, A1324, ALS17, A1433, AZ211, IV, AZZT3, AZZY4,
P 2313, A2133, 3314, AB3IS, A3323, AB32A, A3A23, A3433,
DN 13435, 3436, MAZE, MATT, 15377, MSAI7, ASATT, 5437
05 0 500
535 545 &35

W(?St).lhlnlllll

I 11314 [EIRTN L S

hqnl-nlumakmlll_.
and the new :tam l

NEW (25¢) Joko BoxSITINT .
Same, with bock mumber on PHC _.

Size of tagging block as reporied by Scott, TPN
Stamp Scott TPN Notes

1¢Dix 1 Bulls-wye — Sm Paper I, no Scolt
1¢Dix 1 L Sm,lg Sm Papers ), la
1¢Dix 2 L Smig lyg  Paperl
10¢Russell 1 L - Sm,lg Paper ll, no Scolt
V4¢Lowis | L Smlg lg  Paperli
204Tryman 1 L Sm Sm Papers |, 4, llo
204Truman 2 Eveka g Ly Paper il
22¢Audubon 1 L Sm . Sm.lg Paperil

22¢ Audvbon 2 Euska g lg  Paper
I0¢Lavbach 1 L Sm Sm Papers |, he
30¢Lovbach 2 Burska lg g Paper
39¢Clark 1 L Sm  Sm Papers Ba
39¢Clork 2 Eweke lg lg  Paperst, Bl
A04Gikbrath 1 L Sm Sm Papars |, I, ka
404Gibroth 2 Euska lg tg  PaperM

GREMLINS!—The above chart was supposed to appear
on Page 46 of the March issue, but got thoroughly jum-
bled by a computer glitch. It seeks to show that there is
no agreement on tagging-black size.

Page 102 (September 1994)—Ken Lawrence’s name was
missing in the masthead of this and later issues at Ken's request.
Ken resigned as a contributing editor and asked that all material
wiitten by him for the September issue be withdrawn. It was.

Behind Ken's ire was that TPN would not print his reply to an
open letter to Ken in the July issue by Dr. Robert Kugel. In view
of the fact that Dr. Kugel's letter consisted of severe and unfair
criticism of Ken, we should have printed Ken's reply out of fair-
ness. Our reason for not o doing was fear that it would have
brought yet another letter from Dr. Kugel and yet another reply
from Ken. TPN apologizes for censoring Ken. It should have
published his reply. On publication of this apology, Ken agrees
to rejoin our editorial board.

Page 36—All the prices in the adlet for the 1995 PNC Catalog
were those of the pre-publication offer, which expired last year.
The correct prices appeared in Tom Maeder's review on Page
57.

Page 47—In “Why nothing on paper types?” we referred to a
full-page ad by Richard Nazar. Alas, it got squeezed out by the
flood of mformation on new PNCs for 1995,

STAMPS 'N’
STUFF

2700 University, Suite 214,
W. Dos Moines, 1A 50266-1451
Jerry & Barb Koepp

(515) 2241737
Phone Orders Call
TOLL FREE:
1-800-999-5964
FAX: (515) 226-1651

.50 .L
1.20
1.0
10
i
s
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Nonprofit G stamps on sale despite a denial

You simply cannot believe the Postal Ser-
vice,

« “We are going to destroy all Legends of
the West error panes.”

+ *“We arc not going 1o issue nonprofit ‘G’
starnps. They're not needed.”

«“We're issuing the nonprofit ‘G’
stamnps, but for sale only through the Phila-
telic Fulfillment Service Center.”

Al the Mcga-Event in New York City in
March, the nonprofit “G" stamps were sold
by the USFS counter.

The saga of A4435 (cont.)

Mike Stefun, who lives near Pasadena,
Calif., found a copy of A4435 on cover on
March 10, He immediately contacted the
mailer, but there were no more. He tried
area post offices, all to no avail. The cover
bore a Pasadena cancel of March 8, 1995,

That may have led to a find by someone
who offered them at $85 a roll. But the sell-
er would not deliver. He sold 10 Howard
Grossman, instead.

The wholesale price of A4435 before the
find was $80, with dealers unwilling to scll.
Retail prices, when available, ran from
$120 w0 $125,

» Grossman, a8 Brooklyn dealer, adver-
tised in Linn’s that he was paying $10 for a
strip of the rare number. He is now selling
the strips at $90 and intends lo go to $120
by the uime TPN is out.

* Dr. Robert Rabinowitz offersd all 46
known “G" stamps for $270, including
A4435, His price for 45 strips of five with-
oul A4435 was $139, giving a value of $81
to the star item. (After the find, he offered
Ad435 at $170, but told 7PN he was not de-
livering at that price, in case more were
found. “It wouldn't be fair to the buyers,”
he said.)

+ S&B Renoll, a firm 7PN had not previ-
ously beard of, was advenising all 46 strips
of five for $295

v Jim Adams offered 41 diffecent “G”

stamps in strips of five, incluoding A4435, for
$235. His ad did not spell out what consti-
tuted the 41 strips.

History lesson

Dr, Rabinowitz ran this ad in a rcent
Linn’s. It is quoted here because it is infor-
malive, hot as a free ad:

s <57 A4LY5 HISTORY ***

In Dec. 1994, I purchased 400 rolls of 100 for Re-
mil'Wholesale/Trading. A week later, the Post Office
was sold out. All Ad435s offered in Linn's appear 1o
be from that stock. MOST ARE SOLD! If no more
surface, there are 300+, FEWER A4435: than Ea-
gle-Shield A32333, and its retail value is estimated
at $300.00 Should more surface, prices could drop
sharply. My pricing is a gamble for BOTH of vs.

A4435PSSF-VF 1IN
What do the Dr. Bob bashers say now?

Back numbers, a new fad?

So far, “G” stamp back pumbers are
known only on the perforated 511115 from
Stamp Venturers. They recur, in several
forms on the new American Scenes, Ameri-
can Tmnsportation, and American Culture
series, all from SV.

Some collectors are really going for the
back numbers. One collectors is altempting
to abtain a strip of five with a back number
on each position, 1L on top, 1L on bottom,
2L on top, etc. At an average cost of 35 a
strip, that means a $50 outlay just for back
numbers.

And on the new stamps, there's a middle
position, too.

Some data, but probably wrong
We now have a few technical details on
what sort of press printed the Stamp Ven-
tarers “G” stamps. According to the Postal
Service, the gravured stamps were printed
at JW. Fergusson & Sans on a Champlain
ptess, That information is probably wrong.
The plate-number interval on slit stamps
with the combination “52222” is 3G, not the
33-stamp interval found on the Champlain

press. That interval of 36 was found on the
early 19¢ Fishing Boal stamps printed for
ABN by Multi-Color Corp. of Indiana on 2
Schiavi press.

The Champlain press probably did print
the other 8V “G” stamps, which had inter-
vals of 33.

The Postal Service also provided data on
the nonprofit “G” stamps printed for Amen-
can Bank Note by Guilford Gravure, but
the information is probably wrong, too.

The Postal Service has no connections Lo
ABN any more.

The information we were given is that the
stamps were printed on a Giori press.
There's a small problem with that Giod
presses arc intaglio. Guilford is a gravure
house and uses Andreotti presses.

Why some are scarcer

Gne reason for the guick rise of some “G”
stamps was that dealers reduced their stand-
ing orders from wholesalers. One dealer,
for example, who usually buys 300 sets of
each new PNC, reduced his order 1o 75. An-
other told his wholesaler to just skip it
when it came to “G stamps.

Thas, the total number of complete sets in
dealers’ hands was low to begin with be-
canse dealers simply could not afford the
huge ouilays needed for their usual sup-
plies. (Steve Esmti’s total outlay to lay in
60 strips of each number exceeded
$15,500.)

It’s no longer rare

“G” stamps with the plate-nurber combi-
nation A3426, originally tapped by Dr. Rabi-
nowilz as being difficult to find, has come
off the list of rare numbers because guanti-
tics have been found. That lcaves the List
reading as follows:

Al314, A3114, A4426, A4435

Mike Lipson's March price list carded
A3113, A2114, and A3426 at $5.B5. Other
strips were 35.25

Is the Transportation Series dead yet? The evidence isn’t all in

Continued from Page 61

* The undenominated S¢ Butte is the first
stamp in the American Scenes series. No
other designs have been announced for that
series. Owens said the series would be lim-
ited to nonprofit coil stamps.

» The undenominated 10¢ Auto is the first
stamp in the American Transportation se-
ries. No other designs have been announced
for that series, gither. Owens said the series
wonld be Limited to bulk rate stamps (such
as the undenominated 10¢ Eagle and
Shield) and would used gravored, stylized
representations instead of the entire vehicle.

Two additional stamps
At the Mega-Event sponsored by the
American Stamp Dealers Association in

Madison Sgquare Garden on March 17, the
undenominated 15¢ Tail Fin stamp and the
undenominated 25¢ Juke Box were re-
leated as the first stamps in the American
Culture Series.

The Tail Fin, which looks as though it
should be in the American Transportation
Serics, has been assighed to the American
Calture series by the Postal Service.

Both stamps issued in New York show
the year in the lower left comer and the
plate number in the lower right, as do the
5¢ Butte and 10¢ Auto, Those stamps were
printed by Stamp Venturers. Versions print-
ed by BEP have the plate pumbers in the
middie.

None of the aforementioned stamps meet
the need for everyday definitives. The 20¢

Cog Railway and the 32¢ Feay Boat do.
Both of thosc are in the Transportation Se-
ries.

All change-makers in the old Transporta-
tion set, except the 15¢ Tugboat, have been
moved to new presses because they could
no longer longer be printed on the B Press.
Thus, if Owens is hoping for other denomi-
nations in the series, they would most prob-
ably be for 15¢ or for two- and three-ounce
first-class tates. Those rates bave not previ-
ously been included in the Transportation
Series.

A new version of the 3¢ Conestoga Wag-
on has been announced but al press time,
TPN did not know how they differed from
the earlier versions.
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Paper brightness varies on most recent U.S. issues

By Carol Morehouse

Some recent stamps have
been found with differing de-
grees of optical brighteners in
the paper. I've gone back a
few years and checked.

It is not good enough to term
them all high bright or dull.
Some are in between. [ call it
a glow rather than a bright and
most of all I would not call
them high bright. 1 reserve
“high bright” for Scott 1058,
the 4¢ Lincoln in the Liberty
Series, and precicus litlle else.

There are very few stamps
that look like a bright neon
sign in a pitch black room.
That would be more what
call high bright.

I have noticed that quite a
few PNCs glow: 29¢ White
House, 29¢ Rushmore, 19¢
Fishing Boat, 15¢ Tugboat,
the recent 23¢ Lunch Wagon,
and some older issues, such as
the 17¢ Electric Car, “E”
Earth, 10¢ Canal Boat, elc.

Then there is the 29¢ Rose
self adhesive, which has just
one plate-number combination
and just one paper. What a
bore I have found that issue to
be!

Some of the stamps I call
bright [noted in the table by a
star (#)] are very bright.

On the stamps 1 call dull, the
range is wide. None seem to
be without color in UV. The
one that does look completely
dead is the Silent Screen Stars.

The Madonna on dull paper
also has low-gloss gum.

1 use a Lighthouse long-
wave lamp.

The tables List items that ap-
pear fo me to be bright paper
or dull paper (and a couple in
between).

Among self-adhesives, Santa
has two degrees of brightness.
Some others that vary are Pine
Cone 2, 4, and 6 (bright and
dull); 7, 8, and 10 are bright,
all the rest are dull. The green
Eagle and Shield has a couple
of brights while the Statue of
Liberty and the Christmas
Toys have some of each.
Some Love Suntise stamps are
brighter than others.

Lxstmg of papers of recent PNCs
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It seems that almost all re-
cent issues have a glow, witha
few exceptions. Perhaps the
formula just does not make
any difference as long as the
tagging is correct.

It would be interesting to

know if anyone has a bright
stamp to match one of these
dull types. It would probably
take two stamps to compare.

You may write to Morehouse
at P.O. Box 765, La Canada,
CA 91012,

Papers of Great Americans
St Desaiptien Praiw Pate? Desd  Modem  Wright
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...but what does

it all mean?

Rich Cook, the philatelic
clerk at Salt Lake City, was
the first to notice that the 20¢
Apgar from Plate B1 was on
bright and dull paper. Later,
ke noticed the same thing on
the reissued Legends of the
West stamps.

Cook’s finding led to the re-
examination of some other
Great Americans and we now
know that the 29¢ Warren and
the 29¢ Jefferson also cane
On two or more papers with
differing brightness.

But it was Carol Morehouse
who first noticed that sheels of
the 20¢ Apgar from Plate B2
came in a pad in which every
other sheet had bright paper
while the others were dull.

This led to a query to Wash-
ington aboul the workings of
the T/A Press, a sheet-fed press
about which no technical data
seem to exist. TPN has postu-
lated that it is likely that the
press is fed a sheet from one
direction folowed by a sheet
from another direction. We
have been unable io gain
confirmation from Washing-
ton about this.

Later, Morehouse noticed
that many of her recent stamps
also came on papers with dif-
ferent levels of fiuorescence.
This is her preliminary report
on those and Great Ameri-
cans.

But a caveat is in order. If
Morehouse’s Apgars went
back and forth from bright to
dull in the same pad and with
the same plate number, it is
possible that plate number
comments here could be
meaningless. The point, how-
ever, is that we should be
looking at paper more closely.

We already know that all
10¢ Eagle and Shields starting
with the plate-number combi-
nation AS5555 are on a bright
paper while earlier stamps
were dull. A similar change
occurred on the “G” stamps,
although the dull paper on
these was brighter to begin
with.



The Corporate Relations Department of
the Postal Service was asked specifically
aboul the two levels of fluorescence in the
Apgars, and was provided with examples
of the high-bright and dull stamps.

More than two months later, we were
told that the Stamp Acquisition and Dis-
tribution Branch was saying that it is con-
tinuing to work with suppliers to make
sure they meet USPS specifications.

That may very well be the case, but the
specs (UsPS-P-1191, dated May 24, 1991)
are totally silent about brighteners in the
paper. The only mentions of fluorescence
state:

Table Ii. Papar propariles
24 Fluorescence—The red flucrescance
shall not axcead 3 PMU when measured
with USPS Phosphormatar.

4.6.2.2 Papms
w. Fluorescence—Tha red Fluorascence
shall be measured with a USPS Lumines-
carrce Meter Modsl 2C (see Appendix I1)

Appendix II of the specifications out-
lines the test procedures. There is no ban
on brighteners.

Constant plate varieties
(This is Report 56)

By A.S. Cibulskas

5.2¢ Sleigh

a. Plate 2, precenceled, Gap 5L. “Tail
on ‘h'." Gripper plate crack downward
from right bottom of “h” to the top right
of the “2." Also extends upward about
1mm from short leg of “h.” (SAdams)
10¢ Eagle and Shield

a.BEP plale-combination 22222, Red
dot under “A” of “USA." Constant at 4R.
(SAdams)

b. Same, blue dot at right top of perfora-
trions. Constant at 4L.. (SAdams)
29¢ Flag over White House

a. Plate 16, Multiple extraneous blue ink
spots (splatters?) in bottom left area of de-
sign. Most discemable in bottom right
areas of *2" and *9" of denomination and
“U” of “USA.” Not random inking varie-
ty as size, position , and intensity of spots
are constant at 1L.

Web splice on Juke Box

Gerald H. Clark has found a web splice
on the undenominated 25¢ Juke Box in a
roll of 10,000.

The surprising thing about this splice is
that we now know it happened before
printing or back-numbering because all
the intervals are constant and the spliced
slamp (which bears a plate number)
matches up exactly in both dimensions.
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Every 14th stamp shows plate number

Continued from Page 61

“If the first plate number in the roll is on
an even-numbered stamp, there is a 70-
slamp interval between back numbers on
the backs of PNCs,” Schulman said.

“But if the first PNC is on an odd-
numbered stamp, no PNC in the roll can
have a back number.”

Some dealers are advertising preminm
buy prices for PNCs with the back number
on the numbered stamp.

A first: USPS names paper type

The news releases on the new stamps
also included a paper type for the first
time. In describing the paper of the 10¢
Auto, USPs said it was Type III paper,
meaning that it is untagged. Types I and
Il are, respectively, low phosphor and
high phosphor.

The USPS paper specifications (USPS-P-
1191) of May 24, 1991, use these three
designations:

Type [—175425 phosphor meter units (PML7)

Type 225425 PMUs.

Type Il—no phosphorescent material,

Simulated perfs on self-sticks

Self-adhesive stamps will have simulat-
ed perforation holes from now on, accond-
ing to the Postal Service.

“This will make peel-and-stick slamps
look more like the traditional lick-and-
stick stamps for serious collectors who
prefer perforations over straight die cuts,”
said Azeczaly Jaffer, manager of stamp
services

This, of course, is far from the truth.
Many collectors hate self-adhesives sim-
ply because they do not knmow how to
mount them. Cutting a single out of a so-
called convertible booklet is almost im-
possible, and many collectors do not even
know that self-adhesive coils exist.

The coils are made specifically so the
Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center can
strip out singles for making first-day cov-
ers.
The Postal Service has also changed its
nomenclature on self-adhesives, going to
“Peel & Stick.”

USPS restores ‘¢’ symbol

With the reissuance of the 5¢ Circus
Wagon on March 20, USPS has retumed o
the use of the “¢” symbol on stamps from
1¢ to 5¢.

[For text of USPS announcement, please
tuen to Page 69.]

The announcement said the symbol
would return only when a stamp needed
to be reissued. Since the 1¢ Omnibus and
the 2¢ Locomotive have recently been re-

issued on the C Press and the 3¢ Conesto-
ga Wagon is being reissued now, the only
other new stamps that may be affected are
the 4¢ Steam Carriage and the five lowest
values of the Great Americans Series.

However, the 3¢ Paul Dudley White
stamps has just been switched from the
defunct A Press and does not show the
symbaol.

A question of gum

The Plate Number Coil Study Group’s
Richard Nuzar, an authority on paper,
does not understand it.

Neither do Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, Ge-
rald Clark, or Steve Esrati.

But something is going on with the ad-
hesive on new stamps. The Postal Service
calls it “dextrin™ gum.

We had all believed that “dextrn” re-
ferred lo a shiny gum, either glossy of the -
new low-gloss gum. But the description
of the gum on the 3¢ White called it “dex-
trin,” too. We have seen this stamp and
the gum is dull.

Dr. Rabinowitz believes that the new 3¢
Conestoga stamp may show shiny gum.
‘We have not yet seen it.

The stamp is supposed lo be available
from the Philatelic Fulfillment Service
Center. The mystery will be solved when
we can examine the stamp.

Esrati believes that this is just another
manifestation of the Postal Service not
knowing what it is doing. He believes the
word “dextrin” was used incorrectly in
the news release or at the time we were
first told by BEP of the new paper spe-
cifications, [See TPN July 1993, Page 93]
which specifically differentiated among
dextrin gum, dry gum, and resin/dextsin
gum.

Those specifications called LP-40 dry
gum and LP-57 dextrin gum.

The new Eagle and Shield

Clark and Dr. Rabinowitz both asked
“What for? Who needed it?” when told of
the new undenominated 10¢ Eagle and
Shield from Stamp Venturers. The USPS
announcement told us only that the paper
was from a different supplier (Silver Leaf
instead of Coated Papers, Ltd.) but did
not explain how to tell them apart.

The stamps have been replaced by the
undenominated 10¢ Auto, also printed by
Stamp Venturers.

Dr. Rabinowitz expects the new stamps
to have back numbers and to look differ-
ent from the original SV E&S$ stamps.

The only thing we know for sore is that
the plate number (which may be at the
right instead of in the middle) will begin
with an “§.”



74 | The Plate Number, May 1995

Self-adhesives selling out

By Gerald H. Clark

Collectors are having a difficult time aying to beat the public
to self-adhesives. By the second week of March, reports of short-
ages began powing in from big cities. USPS seems to be trying
catch up, but just can’t seem to get ahead of the game.

One dealer I spoke to recently felt that the three reporied plate
numbets on the Love Cherub issue could become “hot” soon.
His theory is that dealers, busy trying to keep up with the “G”
coils did not have the time or resources to set aside large stocks
of self-adhesives. By the time dealers were able to chase the
Love Cherubs, they were gone from most post offices.

Reports on Cherubs are confusing

The first distribution of L.ove panes was printed 12/15/94 aad
distributed before the day of issue. The original quantity request-
ed by USPS was 15 million panes. As “G"” panes were rapidly
gobbled up, USPS recognized 2 potential shortage and another 45
million panes were ordered. Within two weeks after the first day,
a second distribution was made, which gave us the two new
plate numbers in the master list (Page 67 in this issue). Begin-
ning in the fourth week of March, a third distribution was begin-
ning with initial quantities being shipped to the West Coast first.
Quantities of this distribution are unknown, but it is likely that
by the ime TPN reaches you, new numbers will have been
found.

Cherub coil seems unobtainable

The status of the Love Cherub coil seems to be as big a mys-
tery to USPS as it is to collectors. Prior to the first day, I was giv-
en an ilem number for the coil by 1-800-STAMP-24, but was told
that it was sold out.

In mid-February, STAMP-24 actually took orders from some
collectors and dealers. One collector reports that he received a
back-order notice on the item from Kansas City. When [ again
tried to place an order on March 25, I was told that the ilem did
not exist on the computer. In total frustration, 1 called Monica
Hand in USPS Corporate Relations to get a straight answer. She
didn’t know and referred me to her colleague, Robin Wright. He
was unsure about the item but checked the new Stamps etc. Cat-
alog and told me that it was not offered so it mnst not exist.

A dealer who has been calling Kansas City to check on his or-
der was 1old that the coil would not be available until late April,
but it is coming. This was 30 minutes before I talked to Wright.

‘Wright was informative as to ilem numbers on the coil issues
for Peaches and Pear, Pink Rose, and Flag over Porch, so we can
assuimne that these will be forthcoming. (They're listed in the new
new Stamps elc. Catalog so they must exist!)

He also stated that NO denominated 32¢ Love Cherub self-
adhesive convertible booklet is shown and that only stamps for
the second ounce (55¢) would be issued in the self-adhesive
booklet format. Only sheet and regular booklet Loves will be
available with a first-class denomination. I'm not sure | believe
that one, but it may tura out lo be correct.

Flag over Fleld ATMs

Master carton labels on the *Flag over Field” issue show a
production date of Feb. 15 and an incorrect plate number.

This led me to report to several readers that the plate number
would be vi1111. Even the labels on the inner cartons of 500
panes were stamped with “Y" and five “1"'s. The new Postal Bul-

letin tumed out to be correct in reporting “V” and four “1"s.
Usps Stamp Distribution Offices (SDOs) bave normally received
only 500 panes of any ATM issue, but for this one, most received
3,500 panes.

Flag over Porch—Nine collectible varieties

This should prove to be an interesting issue for collectors. Ini-
tial quantities ordered by USPS are just shy of 100 million panes
(2 billion stamps).

Initial quantities were distributed in early March for a May 20
first day. In an obvious effort to reduce the shortage of self-
adhesives, the first day was advanced to April 19. The “lick &
stick coil” and sheet versions will still be issned on May 20.

The latest inpovation in the self-adhesive convertible booklet
—the simulated perf—will be introduced with this issue. The
normal vertical and horizontal straight die cuts have been re-
placed with squiggles in both directions. Even the two pullout
tabs have squiggles. Collectors of used singles will be able to
find nine different collectible positions based on the outside
straight edges.

The Postal Bulletin has annonnced two more automatic distri-
butions besides the original. The second will occur beginning
May 30. The third is scheduled to begin on July 1. About two
weeks afler these distributions would be a good time to look for
new plate numbers at your local post office.

New finds on older coil issues

Several months ago, Joe Reymer submitted a coil stip of the
Love Sunrise with a strange, large semi-circle printed on the bot-
tom of the backside. Since TPN’s report, at least two more ex-
amples have been reported.

Originally thought to be some sort of impressicn from a screw
head, it turns out that the semi-circle is actually an offset of one
half of a “bulls-eye” color-registration mark. The mark was
printed on the matrix between the stamps, the coil was then
wound, and excess ink was transferred to the backside of the
backing paper.

Michael Perry describes it best as *'set of thin rings with a wide
circle in between, and a "+’ register mark centered.”

While the mark appears to be black or gray, Perry notes that
close examination reveals it to be a “dingy” green with traces of
red ink mixed in. One question remains: Why rewind the coil
priar to the removal of the matrix (the excess paper surrounding
the stamps)?

Several long strips showing the tips of a series of five-color
control bars have been found on the backside of a slightly miscut

Coil roll of Stamp Venturers red Eagle and Shield stamps.
These markings would represent control marks for the booklet
covers which were printed above the coil on the plate layout.

They occur at a regular interval precisely the width of four
bocklets. Three black bars, one yellow bar, and one red bar are
spaced over a width of three coil stamps. A strip of 25 stamps
contains two complete sets of markings.

Keep those cards and photocoples coming
As always, photocopies of new finds are appreciated. Please
send to: Gerald H. Clark, PO Box 424, Midvale, UT 84047-0424

Thanks to: Richard Beecher, Doug lams, Alan Malakoff, Tom
McFarland, Wayne Meyers, Frank Norulak, Michael Perry, Joe
Reymer, and Rick Staiger.
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FIRST CLASS

Cover
_of the
Bi-Month

By Richard L. Beecher

A vou hane o cover for this fea-
tire, wiite me at 2641 Lockslev PL,
Los Angcles, CA O30

RETURN REQUESTED

WHEN IT WAS REW—On Sept. 15, 1986, the second 3¢
stamp in 1the Great Americans Saries was issued, hanor-
ing Paul Dudley Whita. It replaced the 3¢ Clay. The White
stamp saw a lot of use as a make-up stamp when the
first-class rate went trom 22¢ to 25¢ on April 3, 19838,
This is a slightly more unusual usage.

On the day the first-class rate went to 25¢, the post-
card rate to Canada was increased to 21¢ (and remained
at that rate until Feb. 2, 1991). Although USPS made a

The 3¢ Paul Dudley White stamp has been reissued untagged.
Previous versions were block tagged.

The new stamp is from Plate 4 and has dull gum. That means it
was printed on what BEP calls LP-4¢ paper which is a paper that is
untagged with dull gum.

The Corporate Relations Department, however, sent out a press
release saying the paper was LP-57, which has a dextrin adhesive.

TEN believes that the information in the news release is in er-
ror. (Please see the discussion in the portion of Data Bank on
Page 69 dealing with the 3¢ White.)

According to Richard C. Schulman, the untagged Whites have
been around since December, at the time of the rate change.

André Thiele noticed that the White stamps, whick had to be
printed on the C, D, or F presses, show crow’s feet electric-eye
markings on the side of the pane away from the plate number
and the other marginal inscriptions. This also occured on the
23¢ Cassatt with shiny gum.

This would lead to a conclusion that the new stamps must have
been printed from a plate that was manufactured before the Post-
al Service introduced new standard marginal markings. For ex-
ample, it still carries a ZIP code message and shows a 3mm plate
number, not the almost microscopic plate numbers that must
now be used.

The stamps have turned up, so far, in Peoria, Ill., Green Bay,
Wisc., and around Albany, N.Y. All are from upper lefl panes.
The news release said 300 million were printed and are available
from the Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center as Item 1053.

Gregg Greenwald says the philatelic clerk in Green Bay had

21¢ card available, mailers could place additional post-
age on domestic-rate 15¢ cards. The pictured card,
mailad from Orlando, Fla., to Burlington, Ont., and post-
marked Jan. 25, 1989, required the White stamps 1o pay
the required make-up postape. The White stamp was re-
movad from philatelic sale on Aug. 31, 1991, But with 3¢
stamps needed for the 1995 rate change {and without the
printer that had supplied the 3¢ Bluebird), the stamp is
back on the presses in a new untagged format.

3¢ White returns as an untagged stamp;

uniagged errors may become worthless

wondered why “the accountable paper clerk had filled his order
with all these old stamps.™

Collectors who were proud of owning untagged White errors
may have seen their stamps become worthless when the new us-
tagged White was printed, unless they have a plate number other
than a 4.

But there may be another way to tell the stamps apart. The
Plate 4 stamps are all on Paper Illn (meaning it has diagonal
gum ridges). Thus, any untagged error that is on a different
paper would have 1o be the untagged error. But there would be
no way to distinguish the error from a Plate 4 stamp if it is op
Paper I1In.

JUST IN! SANTA FDCs

House of Fammam
Artmaster
ArtCraft

$5.00 I
$4.00
$4.00
Most earlier FDCs sold at the same prices. I
My new-issues customers got their “G” FDCs
(some ordered one of each number) |
at similarly low prices.
Why dig thraugh measy stock at bourses? l
Subscribe!
STEVE ESRATI I
PO Box 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120
e-Mail: StevStamps@acl.com ]
FAX: (216) 561-6030
- O S e e o am ol



Apgar stamps
overprinted

By Gerald H. Clark

Copies of the 20¢ Virginia Apgar stamp printed from Plate B1
have been found overprinted on the inside horizontal selvage by
what looks like a dot-matrix printed in black ink.

The picture on the right shows the overprint at its left edge.

Fight panes with large portions of the overprint were found
widely scattered throughout a master carton of 2,500 panes
(250,000 stamps). The cartons had a iabel dated “08-29-94.” All
of the overprinted panes were from the upper right or lower right
position of the web. Many other panes showed only traces of
black dots on the outer edges of the selvage.

In one instance, the printing slipped on to portions of four
stamps (that is the strip shown to the right). The exact meaning
of the overprinted information and its purpose for being printed
on the panes is unknown, but [ believe that the number after the
word “IMP” is the running lotal of impressions on this plate.

Reading from left o right, here is what the various overprints
show:

» Six numerical characters—These were illegible on all exam-
ples found.

» Three numerical characters—Believed to be “110.” This is
constant on all examples found.

» “Skid #113"—This is constant on all examples found.

« “IMP #008” followed by four additional digits. This is con-
stant on all examples found. But the seven-digit numbers as-
cends with the time of day, another indication that this may be
the impression total.

* “08/27/94"—Apparently thg date of production. This is con-
stant on all examples found.

+*“15:24" or another time. Examples range from 15:04 to
17:14.

When the six different overprints are put together, the line ap-
pears to say:

77777 110 SKID #13 IMP #0087771 0872794 15:24

777?110 SKID #13 IMP #0088992 08/27/94 17:14

‘We had been told by the Postal Service that Plate Bl was dam-
aged after printing 518,132 sheets. These impression totals, if
that is what they are, fall well inside that maximum.

Now for the questions:

o0 Why overprint control numbers on the inside selvage?

o Why overprint at all?

oo What are the first six numbers and what do they mean?

w What is the purpose of the overprint?

oo Are there other examples in collectors’ hands that could help
explain?

Destruction of new Legends is halted

After The Postal Bulletin ordered destruction of many availa-
ble stamps, a message went out over the USPS interoffice net-
work canceling the destruction of the revised Legends of the
West and the Wonders of the Sea stamps “to support the stamp-
collecting promotion lo schoolteachers.”

Itis the first indication that this program exists.

if your mailing label says ¥3-95,"
your subscription expires with this issue.
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A11 10101011 found

The Plate Number, May 1995

Only 1 E&S still out of our reach

In the May 1994 issue of TPN we re-
ported on 42 different 10¢ undenominated
Eagle and Shicld plate-number combina-
tons.

In the July issue we comected the total
and brought it up to 43. That included
Al12213 and Al1 10 10 10 11, the two combi-
nations that had been reporied by the
printer but had never found by collectors.

And now there is only one unfound
number. Rob Washburn has found
All10101011 used on cover, proving
once again that if dealers cannot find
quantities of mint stamps, they may never
be found mint. _

That is a back-handed compliment to
Dr. Robert Rabinowitz, who single-
handedly dug up almost all of the difficult
E&S numbers, as well as many “G”
stamps.

Dr. Rabinowitz examined Washburmn's
cover and found thal it had come from a
mailing by Columbia House. He checked
the mailer who prepared the mailing and
found the stamps had been used up or
sold.

Later, the A11 10 10 10 115 were offered
wholesale by Dlane Thompson at $20 2
strip.

Al Haake and Dr. Rabinowilz tried to
wamn dealers against laying out $20, say-
ing they believed they would be able lo
find supplies of mint stamps. Some deal-
ers, such as TPN advertiser Stamps ’n’

Stufl, bought the stamps from Thompson
and were retailing them at $35.

But a short time later, Haake and Rabi-
nowitz found an ample supply, and the re-
tail price dropped to just above $10.

20¢ Cog Railway stamp

stirs up controversy

The 20¢ Cog Rallway stamp lo be is-
sued in Dallas on June 9 is all wrong, ac-
cording to Lloyd A. de Vries, writing in
Stamp Collector.

* The Postal Service called it a “cog
railway car” in its announcement, but it is
obviously the engine.

* The only cog railways in the United
States are on Mt. Washington, N.H., and
at Pike's Peak, Colo. S0 why was Dallas
chosen for the first day?

» The steam engine shown on the stamp
is “The Cloud,” the fourth and last engine
used on Mt. Washington. The Postal Ser-
vice said it was the fifth engine. Nobody
could tell de Vries why the fourth and not
the first engine was depicted.

Introducing: Low-gloss gum
Ken Lawrence writing in Lina's has
proposed a new classification for gum on
U.S. stamps, giving us this threesome:
 Shiny gum
+ Dull finish gum

member which is which. The complex no-
menclature was shoved down collectors’
throats by Linn’s and Scott Publishing,

Interestingly, Scott still can't tell some
stamps with different tagging styles apart,
but insists on a naming system that means

?II the '"c news thﬁt ﬁt’ We I'In\
“tdsome Great ﬂmerlcons, toe’

+ Low-gloss gum

The third is what we have been calling
maite or matte finish gum which we
found on some plate-number combina-
tions of the 10¢ Eagle and Shield, 23¢
USA Flag. and on all 20¢ Apgars.

Linn’s has accepted Lawrence's sugges-
tion and said it will begin to refer to these
stamps as having low-gloss gum.

As of this issue, so will TPN,

No Greats in sight

Ken Moresu took a drive along an in-
terstate from New York City to the Cana-
dian border, stopping at 35 to 40 post
offices. His surprise was that most of
them had no Great Amerlcans what-
soever.

A similar complainl came from Carol
Morehouse in California.

A philatelic clerk in Cleveland may
have explained why to TPN:

“The Postal Inspection Service made us
cut back on the total amount of accounta-
ble paper we may carry. I am not permit-
ted to say how much we may now have,
but it is less than a quarter of what it used
to be. That's why two philatelic clerks
now work one stamp show, s0 we can
bring more stock. That's also why we
have few older stamps.”

He said the rule applied as well to ordi-
nary window clerks.

But a quick check around the country
showed that this new policy may be re-
gional. It is not universal.

Memory needs a Post-It
Attached to a file cabinet next to the
computer that puts cut TPN is a Post-1t™
brand note with the following message:
Embedded=maottied
Surface=solid

It's the only way Steve Esratl can re-

nothing to a collector who is looking at
the stamps. Why not return to a system
that is meaningful?

We take pleasure in noting that the 1994
Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog
still says “mottled” and “solid.”

Wayne Youngblood, who created the
terminology, sticks by it. He says it ap-
plies only to engraved stamps, which are
always printed on uncoated paper. On
gravure and offset stamps, there is no em-
bedded tagging because the slamps re-
quire a coating, and at least up to now,
taggant has been used for the dual pur-
pose of providing the coating and acting
as a tagpant.

[Strictly speaking, however, it is possi-
ble that the original tagging may be in-
sufficient, requiring overall tagging after
printing. That would be surface (overall)
tagging on top of surface-coated prephos-
phored paper.]

‘G’s are good for anywhere

Notwithstanding the admonition on the
stamps themselves that “G” stamps are
“For U.S. addresses only,” you may now
use undenominated stamps on mail
aboard.

The new rules agree with new rules ap-
proved by the Universal Postal Union.
They immediately spatked a fierce debaic
on the Internet, but it was finally pointed
out that the “G” stamps were printed long
ago (in 1991) and the rules were changed
in 1995

(Incidentally, the Internet address of
TPN is StevStamps@aol.com. It’s the ad-
dress for the latest news on PNCs and
Great Americans.)

Contents do trigger facer
The anonymous reader who reported in
a letter appearing in this issue that the



contents of a letter can trigger the facer-canceler tried an experi-
ment. He placed a 5¢ Butte, a 10¢ Auto and a 3¢ makeup stamp
(for total postage of 18¢) on a letter to TPN. “I'm curious how
the post office figures the postage due,” he said.

The letter arrived at TPN wilh the cancel on the back of the Jet-
ter, not on the stamps. No postage due was assessed.

The writer, however, proved that the contents can trigger the
facer-canceler. The enclosure was a bright orange flyer that
reacts to both long- and short-wave UV.

The new-font UVM saga (cont.)

Remember how Al Haake drove hundreds of miles and spent
a week at the Ann Arbor, Mich., post office to obtain all the ECA-
GARD UVMs he could get on dull gum and with the new type-
face?

Remember how the post office ran out of rolis with dull gum?

Remember how it was thought the dull-gum stamps would be
scarce?

Well, you remember right. But something odd happened in the
Los Angeles area, where dull-gum rolls were placed into an ECA-
GARD machine at Santa Ana recently, producing more of the
dull-gum stamps. The price will decline.

Twao post offices in Washington have received ECA-GARD UVM
machines. The stations are the National Capital and Friendship
Heights. Other Washington-area machines are made by Unisys.

In Detroit, meanwhile, one of the remaining ECA-GARD ma-
chines has been moved to Ann Arbor, leaving only one Detroit
machine, in the Ren Center.

Here’s what you find on the Internet
The following message was found on the Internet. TPN
checked with self-stick expert Gerald H. Clark who said it

was a fair offer:
Subject: Self-adhesive B111-5
From: waltezell@aol.com [WaitEzall)

| have just scquired fiva Sunriss Love Self Adhesive shestlets
with the plate number B111-5. | am offering them at $110 each to
tha first five responsas. Please sand e-mail reguests lo walte-
zeli@acl.com

Juke Box is a Wurlitzer :

According to The Postal Bulletin, the juke box shown on the
undenontinated 25¢ stamp is a Wurlitzer, “one of the icons of
the *40s and *S0s music scene.” It also said the butte shown on
the 5¢ value is an “imaginary American scene,” but the scene ap-
pears similar to Monument Valley, Uh. The car and hood oma-
ment shown on the 10¢ value was not identified by USPs. The
tail fin was not identified, either.

No more Information from...

We found a lot of good new in Information from..., the news-
letter of the Stamp Distribution Branch. In January, it became
Stamp Services Update, a compendium of information for Stamp
Distribudon Offices, but of little value to philatelists.

The March issue, however, did confirm that BEP is still
shipping rolls of 3,000 of the 3¢ Conesloga Wagon. (In January it
was shipping rolls of 500, t00.)

Meanwhile, shipments from BEP have ended of the 1¢ Omni-
bus, 2¢ Mary Lyon, and 5¢ Canoe. The Canoe, of course, is
made redundant by the new 5¢ Butte.

The winners’ circle

Bill McMurray won a gold in April at MANPEX 95, spon-
sored by the Manchester (Conn.) Philatelic Society, for his “To-
morrow's Classics, Part 11, Transportation Coils of 1982-83.”
Dean Hawk won a silver for “Transportation Coils 1981-83."
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Classifisd ads are 15 cents @ weord. Thars is ne charge

for your address. Membars of PNC? are entfitied 1o ons
frea 25-werd adlet each ysar.

T3 LDMELY DOWMN HERE! Wanted:Any
PhGer or sell-adhesive collector with a
compuler who would like fo converse
with Scoll Smith at \he South Pole. E-
mail him at:

Plum be06.McMurdo@McMurdo.pov

{no perlod after gov and W's zero-six af-
tor Plumby, withou! an o) (3-95)

SPECUAL: MNH XF-8 plate blecla of
Amaricana Lamps {50¢, $1, $2, $5): el
for $42 postpaid, or $40 and you pro-
vida the postage. Keorge E. Kuhn, P.0.
Box 711, Fruitland Park, FL 34731-0711.
{395 PNCY

WAL TRADE my Greas! Amevicana lag
breaks for yours, or will buy. What do
you have? Single hines, double, or tripla?
Alsc need and will irade untagged in-
gles or plate blocks, Ken Moreau, 402
Coronation Dr., Frankiin MA 02038 (3-95
PNC3)

WANTED! WANTED! WANTED!

19¢ COMPUTER-VENDED coils and
PNCs. (703) 880-1031. Michasl Lipeon,
P.0. Box 2543, Reston, VA 22090 (3-95)

PNC RARSTY:17¢ Auto, Plate 1, showing
the broken ade varisty that was leR out
of the 1995 PNC Catalg. PS/7, Fine
only, $50; PS/5, Fine only  $40; P53,
$25; PS/2, $20. Eerati, PO Box 20130,
Shiaker Heights OH 44120, (3-05)

FOR BPECIALISTE: Wa hava whal you
nead in tagging varietiss—including un-
tagped errors—gum types, precancels,
booidets, shests. Sand 75¢ LSASE for
my list. We pay high pricas for NH. Vie-
tor Bove, Box 1013, New Monmouth, NJ
07748, (6-95)

WANTED P8 i8s: Regular Perfed XF-5,
imperd, mispert, miscil. John Tieon
[PNG? 473, APS, ASCA), PO Box 8755,
Newport Beach GA 82658. 1-800-854-
4487, (6-05)

LIGHTHOUSE ALBUMSE, supplemnants,
stnck books, supplies, UV lamps. | offer
2 generous 15% discount. Also, KABE al-
bume and supplemens. Esrali, POE
20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120 (3-
95)

BARGAIN | have one 204 Gallaudet plate

block from Piate B with some short
perfs. Usually $75, this copy only: $40.
Earati, POB 20130, Shaker Hts., OH
44120, (3-95)

JOIN PNC? For details, write Joann Lenz,
37211 Alpa Or., Sterling Hts. MI 48312~
2200, (3-95)

10¢ FIRHING BOAT FIRST DAY PRO-
GRAM: Producad by Artington, VA, post
office for Stamp Venturers version of the
Fishing Boal. Containe individual stamp
with 5111 plata number on . 200 total
programs &dst, probably only & with
plats numbers. One available at $50.
Matakofl, 616 Braun, Highland Pk, NJ
08604, (3-95)

TAGGED ERRORS

TAGGED UBA: 23¢ LSA Flag, BEP ver-
sion, 1111, PS/A XF, §50; VF $40. 5%
off for PNC3. Also all BEP E&S 11111
tagged error, VF §35, XF40; E&S 22221
tapged error, VF 525, XF 330, E&S
22727 tagged error, VF $40, XF $50. Es-
rati, POR 20130, Shaker Hts., OH 44120
{3-95)

20¢ APGAR plate biocks: Bion dead pre-
phosphored paper $3.75, on high-bright
paper $4.75; B2 on dsad paper $2.50, on
high-brite paper $4.75. Eseat, POB
20130, Shakar Hita., CH 44120 {23-85)

TRACTOR TRAWER OVERPAMITE want-
od: Pay $10.00 for covers withoul plate
numbers, pay 315 for covers with plale
numbern. Mocurs clips alec wanted, in-
quira at Box TT, P.0. Box 20130, Shaker
His. OH 44120 {3-85)

RICHARD MAZAR wants to thank all TPV
readers o1 their support in \he auccess
of the 1995 Plate Number Colf alalog.
He has fewer than 50 spiral aditions and
40 hard-cover editions stil available. Get
them whils they iast: Nazar Publications,
Inc., POB 7307, Somersst NJ 08875
7307. Spiral $32.95; hard-cover §40.85;
add $3 shipping and handling for each
catalog ordered. (3-85)

ALL BACK ISSUEB of TPN are available.
For a list wilh key articke send SASE to
POB 20130, Shaker Heights, OH 44120,
(3-95)

CHEAP AD: Whal you are reading is a
chap ad. Only 15 cenle 2 word with no
chargs for name and address. Each
PNC? mamber is sniitied to one free 25-
word ad sach year.

VACATION SCHIDULE: The “office” of
TPN will ba closad lor a long Memorial
Day waekend and from June 15 to July 5
for recreation and rehabiitation. The
computer will accept faxes while I'm
awqy. Don't even dare ask where I'm go-
ing (the February trip was 10 Bonaies).
P'm taking my running shoss and my
heart pitia. Steve Esrati

u=111‘111111111‘11 ------ LA ALERALLL AL bA AR R OL bR h bbbl

A FFEFErFEPFRPFF
YYITTIITIITTITIIY

Did you get A4435 for 4.75 (VE)?
My new-issues subscribers did. How much did you
pay? My FDC new-issue subscribers are paying about
$5 for A4435 on FDC. How much did you pay?

Steve Esrati

FFWFFPFRFFPPFrPF
FHETYYYYYYITTYY
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APS Writers Unit gives award to Jaffer

Continued from Page 82

mary of Data on the Great Americans.
Releasing the fiscal year reports was one
of Jaffer's promises.

Peterson said he was praising Jaffer for
reversing the obstructionist policies of the
past and for opening up roules of commu-
nication. Peterson added that he had only
six months remaining in office and want-
ed to cement the Writers Unit's role in
acting as a conciliator between writers
and the Postal Service. He noled the an-
gry reception Jaffer had received from
writers at STeMpsHOW 93 in Houston.

In the citation, Peterson praised Jaffer
as supportive of philatelic writers.

But while Jaffer has been outwardly
supportive of writers, he has even failed
to help them find philatelic stores or find
out when they are open. His response to
any guestion about them is that there are
100 of them in Pittsburgh and that he, the
head of everything having to do with
stamps, has no idea of where they are.

On the other hand, Nazar and Esrati
praised Jaffer for coming through on a
promise first made by Gordon Morison,
the former assistant postmaster general
who held a position similar to Jaffer’s.
Morison sought writers’ advice at a
STaMpsHOW in Philadelphia on what infor-
mation printers should supply to the Post-
al Service for dissemination in new-stamp
announcements. Jaffer finally brought it
aboul, although the announcements are
still incomplete.

For example, 7PN had to fight to get
technical data on the printing of “G”
stamps at Stamp Venturers or American

BUYING ERRORS

Bank Note.

More recently, despite many calls, we
are unable to explain why the plate-
number interval on the 5¢ Butte and other
recent Stamp Venturers issues is 14. Rob-
in Wright, the Corporate Relations De-
partment spokesman responsible for these
stamps, said he has sent our questions
“across the street” several times without
getting a reply.

In a related development, Rick Arvonio,
until recently the head of Stamp Acquisi-
tion, has been shifted to a2 new job.
Among his concems will be the philatelic
stores.

Arvonio has been considered the great-

est abstructionist to the free Aow of infor-
mation to philatelic writers. (See editorial
in this issue about how Arvonio discarded
all the information collectors needed
about the production of “G” stamps.)

Replacing Arvonio is Alison Bartlett.
Pecterson said she has inherited the huge
books sent by BIA researchers looking for
missing stamp dala.

In yet another development, Peterzon
said, Bartlett has also spught lo correct an
error made in the USPS contract with Dit-
tler Bros., which left out the provision for
quarierly production reports. She will at-
tempt to obtain the data outside the con-
tract.

What's an authorized dealér, anyway?

By Stephen G. Esrati

The July 1994 issue of TPN carried a
headline, “Service Center gives special
breaks to dealers.”

Well, I'm a dealer. When I order some-
thing from the cave, [ wait as much as a
month before it arrives. I am unable to
speak to the special expediter who can tell
me what plate numbers are available on
Great Americans or PNCS.

If I were an authorized dealer, 1 could
get expedited delivery (in as liltle as &
week) and could speak to this wondrous
person who is not supposed to talk to or-
dinary buyers of the cave's wares.

So 1 asked her how I can become an au-
thorized dealer, too. She told me I would
have to order 50 first-day covers and
speak to Sonia Edison, who works in the

I

part of the cave that deals with FDCs.

But it wasn't as simple as that. Even
such major dealers as Dr. Robert Rabino-
witz or Dale Hendricks of Dale Enterpris-
es would not pass muster with Edison.

The idea, she said, is to allow FDC deal-
ers 10 order stamps in time for the servic-
ing deadline.

“If people just buy 50 covers and then
order ather stamps, that wouldn’t be fair,”
she said.

But two things are wrong with that:

* FDC dealers do not order ready-made,
uncacheted covers from the cave.

* FC servicers, such as Fleetwood, Ast-
master, and ArtCraft do not need to rush
to buy because they are always granted
extensions long past the deadline.

Once again, USPS doesn’t understand.

imperforates * Missing Colors « Perf Shifts
erinkings ¢ Color Shifts ¢ Miscuts, efc.
Older Issues ¢ Recent issues * New Finds

MONTCLAIR STAMP (€O.

(215) 728-7836
P.0. Box 38, Cheltenham, PA 19012
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APS Writers Unit gives award to Jaffer

Charles Peterson, president of the APS’
Writers Unit 30, announced that he was
giving the WU 30 President’'s Awand to
stamp czar Azeezaly Jaffer at the writers’
breakfast at State College, Pa., on March
12.

Ken Lawrence, who was at the break-
fast, said he was (otally surprised by the
award, which had not been awarded pre-
viously. Lawrence is the former editor of
WU 30’s magazine, The Philatelic Commu-
nicator.

Peterson said the award was in recogni-
tion of Jaffer’s “exceptional support of
philatelic writers and researchers in their
efforts to obtain stamp-production data.”

A news release from Peterson com-
mended Jaffer for the “special effort that
is under way to recoup information lost
during the ‘gap years.” ” This refers to
the period from late 1991 through the end
of 1994 when no stamp printing data were
released.

When Steve Esrali was told of the com-
ment about the “gap years,” he screamed,
“Oh, no! Data from the “gap years,”
which appeared in the March issue of
TPN, was obtained under the Freedom of
Information Act by Alan M. Malakoff
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and cost Malakoff a substantial amount of
money.

Nazar, pointed out that although Jaffer
had made many promises to philatelic
writers, none has yet been fulfilled:

= Quarterly reports from the printers on
plate activity.

< An attempt by the Postal Service to
gather the data for the “gap years.” Asked
about the reports for the gap years, Jaffer
told TPN that one of the obslacles that the
Postal Service had run into was that BEP
wanied to charge $200,000 to reconstruct
the data.

[The data published in the March TPN
did not include printing totals, complete
dates to press, press designations, or the
dates on which the plates were canceled.]

« Regular meeting with writers. The last
such gathering was in June during NAPEX
in Arlington, Va. None tock place at State
College, nor a few weeks later at the
ASDA Mega-Event in New York. Jaffer
had promised to hold one in the cave of
the Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center,
but he said he is no longer able to sched-
ule such meetings because doing 50 is in
the province of another department. “I
have no authority about that any more;

that’s in the hands of Mark Weinberg,
who has my old job in marketing.”

Peterson noted that writers who com-
plain about the award to Jaffer do not un-
derstand that Jaffer cannot be expected to
do work in other departments, such as
Corporate Relations.

Lawrence pointed out that at the last
writers’ seminar, Jaffer wrote down all
his promises on a large scratch pad and
that none of these promises had as yet
been kept. Almost all these promises
would fall in the province of Corporate
Relations.

Lawrence said his top concemn (and the
top item on Jaffer's scratch pad) was the
reporis on accountable paper for the past
five fiscal years, which have been sup-
pressed ever since Lawrence used them in
congressional festimony to prove that BEP
printing costs were not really higher than
those of private printers.

Lawrence needs the reports to update
his book, Linn's Plate Number Coil
Handbook. The reports provide accurate
totals of the numbers of stamps produced
and shipped. The figures are also used in
Nazar's catalog and in Esrati's A Sum-
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