Bureau printed precancel gap positions:

Prior to the advent of the PNC, the Cottrell press was
printing stamps that were precanceled with 2 horizontal
lines which produced gaps at 12 stamp intervals.
Electrotype plates on rotary presses printed the lines,
and gaps are a result of the space between where these
plates meet each other end-to-end on the press. 19¢ 4 19¢

. - S USA 45Uk rate & o USA L5l rare
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Precancel Gap Pair

With the plate number added to the stamp, collectors noticed a relationship between the plated stamp and the
gap. This relationship developed into a new collectible unique to the PNC: Precancel Gap Positions
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A new type of nomenclature was developed:
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Gaps falling on the joint line are

Line Gaps.
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Other gaps are named by the closest
perforation, either to the right or to
the left, and are designated as
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It should be noted that the precancel gap was instrumental in the PNC collector favoring a PS5 over a PS3. Quite simply,
more gaps could be shown on the PS5.

To preserve gap positions beyond 2L or 2R, however, longer strips are necessary. A standard procedure was

developed in which 2 stamps were saved beyond the gap and 2 stamps beyond the plate number.
Each issue varied as to the amount of gaps printed. Research has shown some gaps to be common, while others
have proven to be quite scarce.
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What about the gaps not printed on the Cottrell press?
An imaginary line is drawn on the perforation that is right of the plate number, and the naming remains the same as on the Cottrell issues.




